
CMYK

C
M

YK

GUJARAT’S  OWN  ENGLISH DAILY FOUNDED IN 1967

Founder Editor :  Ramubhai Patel  PHONE :  079-2640 2880 (Advertisement : 2640 2881 mail : advt@westerntimes.co.in)

www.westerntimesnews.in

CMYK

Pages 8

2/-

Ahmedabad Page 1

Owned, Printed & Published by  Nikunj R. Patel  on behalf of  Western Times Pub. Pvt. Ltd.   Printed at & Published  from  Western Times Pub. Pvt. Ltd.  Survey No. 1315P,  Opp.  Ramapir Temple,  Shilaj, Ahmedabad (Gujarat).
Editor : Nikunj R. Patel  RNI Regn.  No.  GUJ/11172/67.  Reg.  Office :  301, 3rd Floor, Gala Argos,  B/h. Hari Krupa Tower,  Ellisbridge, Ahmedabad-380 006. (Gujarat).

Postal Reg.  No.
G-GNR-321

valid upto
31-12-2023

Posting at RMS
Ahmedabad

News

 Brief

VOL.  56  *  NO.  290* AHMEDABAD TUESDAY  9/5/2023

ANANTNAG, Rashtriya Rifles of the Indian Army rescued locals who were
strucked at higher reaches of Margan top along with their livestock after heavy
snowfall on Monday. Army responded immediately with  civil administration
for the rescue Operation.UNI

CHANDIGARH, Haryana Chief Minister Manohar
Lal calling on Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, in
Chandigarh on Monday.UNI

MALAPPURAM, View of the ill fated tourist boat, which was pulled out from
the estuary of Poorapuzha river on Monday, after the boat overturned and killed
22 persons at Tanur, on Sunday night.UNI

Nitish Kumar
instructs to solve
issues raised in
his janta darbar

Patna,  May 8 (UNI) Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
on Monday instructed the
authorities concerned to ini-
tiate steps for solving the is-
sues raised  during his
Janata Darbar.

Kumar heard the prob-
lems of  106 complainants
during his regular Janata
Darbar here and  directed
the authorities to initiate
appropriate steps in the re-
lated  matters.

The issues raised during
the Janata Darbar were
mostly  related to various
departments including gen-
eral administration, home,
land reforms and revenue,
Vigilance, education, parlia-
mentary affairs,  health, so-
cial welfare, backward and
extremely backward wel-
fare, Finance  and others.

K’ taka polls: BJP
demands FIR against
Sonia Gandhi over
‘sovereignty’ remark

New Delhi, May 8
(UNI)The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Monday filed
a complaint with the Elec-
tion Commission against
Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi’s remark that “Con-
gress will not allow anyone
to pose a threat to
Karnataka’s reputation, sov-
ereignty or integrity”.

The Congress leader
made these alleged re-
marks, while addressing a
rally in poll-bound
Karnataka on Saturday.

As per complaint, the
BJP has requested the Elec-
tion Commission to register
an FIR against Sonia Gandhi
for making such a state-
ment. A party delegation led
by senior BJP leader and
Union Minister Bhupender
Yadav met the Commission
in New Delhi over the issue.

Kennedy?: Sunny
Leone’s black
saree look will
steal your hearts

New Delhi, May 8 (UNI)
Sunny Leone is gearing up
for the release of her up-
coming film ‘Kennedy’
which also marks her first
collaboration with director
Anurag Kashyap at the
Cannes Film Festival.

The countdown has be-
gun and just two weeks to
go for the final experience.
Ahead of this, Sunny has re-
leased a new still from the
film and fans are more ex-
cited than ever. For the
unversed, ‘Kennedy’ is the
only Indian film selected by
the esteemed jury for a Mid-
night screening at the 76th
Cannes Film Festival.

She captioned her social
media post, “2 weeks to go!
#Kennedy’s countdown to
Cannes is on!”

Post K’taka posts,
MVA will discuss
seat sharing for
upcoming
elections: Patole

Mumbai, May 8 (UNI)
Maharashtra Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (MPCC)
President Nana Patole on
Monday  clarified that after
the Karnataka assembly
elections, the constituent
parties of the Mahavikas
Aghadi will sit together and
discuss the seat allocation
for the upcoming assembly
and Lok Sabha elections.

Mr Patole who was on
tour of Solapur  and Satara
districts from Monday and
while talking to the media at
Pandharpur,the Maha Vikas
Alliance of three parties
namely Congress, NCP and
Shiv Sena Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray is still
strong in the state. In the last
three years, MVA has
achieved great success in
dusting the BJP.  There is no
disagreement about the al-
location of seats in MVA, he
said.

SC refuses YouTuber plea against NSA, multiple FIRs
a leading newspaper and
urged the court to club all
FIRs registered in Tamil
Nadu and transfer them to
Bihar. The bench was in-
formed that the first FIR in
the matter was registered in
Bihar. On April 11, the top
court had issued notice to
the Tamil Nadu and Bihar
government on Kashyap's
plea seeking clubbing of the
FIRs lodged against him.

Earlier, Kashyap had ap-
peared before the Madurai
district court, which re-
manded him to judicial cus-
tody for 15 days. Kashyap
and others are facing cases
for allegedly circulating fake
videos of migrant workers
being attacked in Tamil
Nadu.

Kashyap sought club-
bing of all the FIRs regis-
tered against him in Tamil
Nadu with those lodged in
Bihar.

New Delhi, May 8 (IANS)
The Supreme Court on
Monday declined to enter-
tain YouTuber Manish
Kashyap's plea against invo-
cation of National Security
Act (NSA) and multiple FIRs
in Tamil Nadu and Bihar on
his alleged fake video relat-
ing to the attack on migrant
labourers from Bihar in the
southern state.

A bench, headed by
Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud and compris-
ing Justices P.S. Narasimha
and J.B. Pardiwala told se-
nior advocate Maninder
Singh, representing

Kashyap: "What is to be
done? You produce these
fake videos..."

Singh submitted that if
NSA is imposed on his client,
then journalists from other
newspapers also cannot re-
main immune to the tough
law, as they carried the same
contentious news item.

The bench remarked:
"You have a state like the
state of Tamil Nadu. You cir-
culate anything to create
disquiet in that state."

Noting that the peti-
tioner would be at liberty to
pursue his remedies in ac-
cordance with law including

his detention under the
NSA, the top court allowed
Kashyap to move to the
high court to seek relief in
the matter.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, representing the Tamil
Nadu government, submit-
ted that petitioner is not a
journalist and he was a poli-
tician who had contested
elections. The Bihar govern-
ment counsel said Kashyap
is a habitual offender and
there are other cases
against him.

Singh, however, reiter-
ated that the same conten-
tious news was reported by

New Delhi/Jeddah, May
8 (UNI) Saudi Arabia’s Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman received Indian Na-
tional Security Advisor Ajit
Doval, as well as the national
security advisers of the UAE
and the US, during which
they discussed enhancing
relations to boost regional
growth and stability.

Prince Mohammed bin
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud, Crown Prince and
Prime Minister, received on
Sunday evening the Deputy
Ruler of Abu Dhabi, National
Security Advisor of United
Arab Emirates (UAE) Sheikh
Tahnoun bin Zayed Al
Nahyan; the US National Se-
curity Advisor Jake Sullivan;
and the National Security

NSA Doval in Jeddah,
meets Saudi Crown Prince

Advisor of India Ajit Doval,
Saudi Press Agency said.

 During the meeting,
they discussed means to
strengthen relations and
ties between the three
countries in a way that en-
hances growth and stability
in the region, it said.

The visit of NSA Doval
comes as Jeddah has been
an important point for
evacuation of Indian nation-
als from Sudan. India had set
up a control room for the
evacuation, and all the res-
cued Indians were taken
there from Port Sudan, be-
fore being flown to India.

A US readout of the
meeting said that National
Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan met with Saudi

Prime Minister and Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, UAE National Secu-
rity Advisor Sheikh Tahnoon
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, and
National Security Advisor of
India Ajit Doval on May 7 in
Saudi Arabia to advance
their shared vision of a more
secure and prosperous
Middle East region intercon-
nected with India and the
world.  Sullivan also held bi-
lateral meetings with the
Crown Prince, Sheikh
Tahnoon, and NSA Doval to
discuss bilateral and re-
gional matters. “He looks for-
ward to further consulting
with Mr. Doval on the mar-
gins of the Quad Summit
later this month in Austra-
lia,” it said.

New Delhi, May 8 (UNI)
The Supreme Court on
Monday said that the
Manipur violence case is a”
humanitarian issue” and it is
“concerned deeply about
the loss of lives and loss of
properties”, while hearing a
batch of petitions seeking
appropriate directions to
deal with the alleged vio-
lence in the trouble torn,
North Eastern state.

“This is a humanitarian
issue. The government is
taking action. Our immedi-
ate target is protection, res-
cue and rehabilitation of
people. We are concerned
deeply about loss of life and
loss of properties,” the
bench of the Supreme
Court, headed by the Chief
Justice of India (CJI) Dr
Dhananjaya Yeshwant
Chadrachud said, in the or-
der.

“We emphasize that due
arrangements must be
made in the relief camps.
and all necessary precau-
tions must be taken for re-
habilitation of displaced
persons. Medical care
should also be provided in
relief camps,” the Supreme
Court said, and fixed the
matter for further hearing to
May 17.

The Apex Court also said
that thhese proceedings
before the Supreme Court
should not become a
ground to further destabi-
lize the state.

The Apex Court was
hearing a batch of pleas re-
lating to the recent inci-
dents of violence in
Manipur. One of the peti-
tions sought directions to

Manipur case: SC says, it’s a humanitarian issue,
concerned deeply about loss of life & properties

the Central and State gov-
ernments to evacuate
Manipuri Tribals who had
fled to CRPF camps.

Another one filed by,
Manipur Tribal Forum,
sought SIT probe into the
case. The Apex Cour asked
the petitolioners that you
may flag your concerns in
appropriate manner so that
this proceeding doesn’t be-
come another ground for
destabilization.

The Solicitor General
(SG) Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for Union and state of
Manipur, assured the Apex
Court that all necessary
steps are being taken & the
court should take up the
reservation issue only after
the situation is brought un-
der complete control.

“The curfew was relaxed
yesterday and there was no
incident and today also it
was relaxed for a while and
no untoward incident took
place. let normalcy resume.

35 CAPF troops appointed.
One senior member was re-
patriated to that place. No
violence in the state in last
2 days. Normalcy is resum-
ing there,” the SG Mehta as-
sured the Supreme Court.

The SG Mehta also said
that helicopters and drones
being used, relief camps
organised for housing
people and providing food,
reservation etc can be seen
later. On ground army and
other paramilitary forces are
working and they are suc-
cessful, let everything calm
down. this case can come up
after 10 days.

The CJI also noyes in its
order that appropriate steps
are being taken by compe-
tent forum in this regard, as
regard the steps being
taken for restoring nor-
malcy. It said that the SG
Mehta Solicitor has placed
on record a statement that
52 companies of CAPF and
101 companies of Assam

riles in Manipur, flag
marches conducted in dis-
turbed areas, and senior po-
lice officer appointed as se-
curity advisor.

The CJI Chandrachud,
noted that the SG has said
that action is being taken by
competent forum so we’ll
not get into it further. We’ve
made our concerns very
clear. “Our only target is pro-
tection and stablisation”, the
Court said. It noted that the
counsel have expressed
their concerns regarding re-
habilitation. SG has assured
that the concerns raised in
petition and affidavit shall
be duly taken note of and
remedial steps required will
be adopted.

The Apex Court also
questioned the Manipur
high court order directing
the state government to
recommend to the Centre
the inclusion of the Meitei
community in the Sched-
uled Tribe list.

Low pressure area forms
over southeast Bay of Bengal

New Delhi, May 8 (UNI)
The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on Mon-
day said that a Low-pressure
area has formed over south-
east Bay of Bengal and ad-
joining south Andaman Sea.

In a statement, the IMD
said It is likely to intensify
into a depression on May 9
over the same region.

The weather agency
said it is likely to develop a

cyclonic storm over the
southeast Bay of Bengal and
adjoining areas of East Cen-
tral Bay of Bengal and
Andaman Sea on 10th of
May. It said the cyclonic
storm is likely to move ini-
tially north-northwest
wards towards east central
Bay of Bengal till 11th May
and thereafter, it is likely to
recurve gradually and move
north-northeastwards to-
wards Bangladesh-
Myanmar coasts.

If the cyclonic storm
forms, it is likely to be
named ‘Cyclone Mocha’.

It has been predicted
that there may be moderate
rainfall at most places dur-
ing these days, with scat-
tered “heavy to very heavy”
rainfall likely over Andaman
& Nicobar Islands during
10th to 11th May.

Fishermen and small

ships, boats and trawlers
were advised not to venture
into the southeast Bay of
Bengal and adjoining areas
of Andaman Sea and adjoin-
ing the central Bay of Ben-
gal and Andaman Sea from
Tuesday. The IMD has said
that sea conditions are likely
to be rough over the south-
east Bay of Bengal and ad-
joining the south Andaman
Sea from today.

“ It is likely to be very
rough to high over south-
east and adjoining east cen-
tral Bay of Bengal and
Andaman Sea from 10th
May onwards till 11th May”
it said. The Weather agency
said, “It is likely to be high to
very high over east central
Bay of Bengal and very
rough to the high adjoining
southeast Bay of Bengal and
Andaman Sea from 12th
May”.

AAP misleading people of
Delhi over Sisodia’s bail

order: Gaurav Bhatia
New Delhi, May 8 (UNI)

Bharatiya Janata party (BJP)
on Monday slammed the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) for
“misleading” the people of
Delhi over the bail issue of
Former Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia, who is accused in
the alleged liquor policy
scam.

Addressing
a press confer-
ence in New
Delhi, BJP
Spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia,
said that “AAP
is misrepre-
senting the bail
order by put-
ting wrong
facts in the
public domain.
It is very much
contempt of
court”.

“AAP is in-
sulting the court.  Delhi High
Court should take cogni-
zance in a pending case of
Manish Sisodia, who himself
is the main accused, but his
party  says  that there is
nothing in this case while
his bail is still pending”
added.

Bhatia’s remarks came
after Delhi’s ruling Aam
Aadmi Party yesterday

claimed that the court has
stated in its order that there
is “no evidence” to substan-
tiate or corroborate the al-
leged corruption.

 Bhatia added that the
court has clearly said in bail
order that Manish Sisodia is
the mastermind behind the

liquor policy
conspiracy.

“Kejriwal
led-govern-
ment is full of
scams and
they should
apologize to
the court and
to the people
of Delhi” he
said.

S i s o d i a
was arrested
by the En-
forcement Di-
rectorate (ED)
and Central

Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
in the ongoing investigation
of a case related to alleged
irregularities in the framing
and implementation of the
now-scrapped excise policy
in Delhi.

The CBI arrested Sisodia
on February 26 this year.
Later on March 9, the ED ar-
rested him, after hours of
questioning at Tihar Jail.

Caught with Rs 200 crore, Kanpur
bizman asked to pay Rs 497 crore

Kanpur, May 8 (IANS) A
chargesheet is set to be filed
against Kanpur business-
man Piyush Jain and his as-
sociates by the Directorate
General of GST Intelligence
(DGGI).

Piyush Jain came under
the scanner after over Rs
200 crore in cash was seized
from his premises during
raids by central agencies in
2021.

The DGGI has now im-
posed a tax liability of Rs 497
crore on Piyush Jain and his
three firms, including M/s
Odocham Industries, M/s
Flora Naturale, and M/s
Odosanth Inc.

Piyush Jain and his 14
associates have been asked
to pay an additional Rs 290
crore by the DGGI.

The agency has also is-
sued a notice to six firms,
including three of Piyush's
firms, and eight directors
and partners.

According to DGGI's
Special Public Prosecutor,
Ambrish Tandon, the charge
sheet against Piyush and his
associates will soon be filed
in the court. Around Rs 207
crore have been seized and
now another Rs 290 crore
may have to be paid.

Piyush Jain was arrested
on December 26, 2021 after
being accused of evading
tax by the Director General

of GST Intelligence (DGGI).
It is expected that the

difficulties of other people
involved in business with
Piyush Jain, including the
transporter and pan masala
supplier, would also likely
increase, following the DGGI
notice.

On behalf of DGGI, no-
tice has been issued to six
firms, including three firms
of Piyush and its eight direc-
tors and partners. Soon the
charge sheet against them
can also be filed in court,
according to Ambrish
Tandon.

Woman IAS officer, son-in-law arrested
from Ajmer in Rs 105 cr scam

Jaipur, May 8 (IANS) Three people, including Assam
IAS officer Sewali Devi Sharma, her son-in-law and a
contractor, have been arrested from Rajasthan's Ajmer
in a Rs 105 crore scam. A vigilance team from Assam
carried out this action on Monday morning with the
help of Ajmer's Kotwali police station.

The arrests took place in connection with an al-
leged scam of Rs 105 crore in the State Council of Edu-
cational Research and Training (SCERT) of Assam. All
the three accused had come to Ajmer to avoid arrest.
They were produced in the CGM court here and taken
on remand. Soon after, the team left for Assam with
them. Late on Sunday night, an Assam Vigilance team
led by Inspector Pritam Sekia reached Ajmer.

Officials said "the team had reached Ajmer on Sun-
day night. The Kotwali police station was contacted and
informed about the matter. On Monday morning, the
Assam Vigilance team and the Kotwali police station
personnel arrested Sewali Devi Sharma, son-in-law Ajit
Pal Singh and Rahul Amin from Hotel Cross Lane, Jaipur
Road. Both Rahul and Ajit Pal are contractors." Sewali
Devi Sharma is said to have been in the SCERT between
2017-2020. It is alleged that she opened 5 bank ac-
counts without the consent of the government and
was allegedly involved in scams of more than Rs 100
crores. Allegedly her son-in-law was also involved in
this scam. The IAS officer is reported to have got Rs
105 crore withdrawn without any work order.
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Arrest of journalists
in Punjab:

It stains AAP, shows how
muzzling the press cuts across
party lines
It is no one's case that
journalists should not be
subjected to due process of law.
But there is a disturbing pattern
in how governments across the
political spectrum are treating
the press

NOT that another reminder was needed. But the
arrest of a reporter and her two colleagues from Times
Now Navbharat by the Punjab Police for allegedly
knocking a woman down with their vehicle and “us-
ing casteist slurs” against her — the channel and its
staff have denied the allegations — is another re-
minder of how, increasingly, those in power, whatever
their politics, see the press as an adversary that bet-
ter be reined in and intimidated, rather than given
the secure space to address the people’s right to
know by either revealing uncomfortable truths or
asking uncomfortable questions. The three Times
Now Navbharat staffers were in Punjab to cover an
AAP government event, at which Delhi Chief Minis-
ter and AAP supremo Arvind Kejriwal was present.
According to their version of events, the reporter and
her colleagues were denied entry to the event and
“…were returning when their car probably brushed
past a rickshaw and the (petitioners) were asked to
come out of the vehicle and surrounded”. According
to the police, they knocked down a woman and
hurled casteist slurs at her. The case against them is
under the SC/ST Atrocities Act. While the reporter has
been released on interim bail, her  colleagues are in
judicial custody.

The Punjab government’s action comes days af-
ter the channel broadcast “Operation Sheeshmahal”,
alleging that there had been “ultra-lavish and dispro-
portionate expenditure incurred in refurbishing the
official residence of Delhi CM”. The Aam Aadmi Party
and its government should address the questions
raised by the report and, of course, have the right to
rebut, even refute the allegations. That, however,
doesn’t give it a free pass to target the channel or its
employees in a state where it is in power.

Sure, many news organisations, including TV
channels, have decided to be megaphones of those
in power. It is no one’s case that journalists should
not be subjected to due process of law, their protec-
tions under Article 19 are the same as the citizen’s. At
the same time, there is a disturbing pattern in how
governments across the political spectrum are treat-
ing the press: from searching a newsroom in Kerala
to locking up a reporter in UP, sending a police team
from Rajasthan to question a TV anchor or sending
the taxmen to knock on many a door in the capital.
The dictum seems to be: have power, will abuse. The
AAP has claimed its “Delhi Model” of governance and
politics is radically different from the path followed
by other political parties; the party has projected it-
self as a dissenter in the political space and presented
education and health as the twin pillars of its politics.
Pushed to the defensive over the liquor excise
charges, its senior leaders and state ministers are now
welcoming the arrest of journalists. For a party that
doesn’t hesitate to seize the moral high ground, this
is a dispiriting low.
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Bite into artisanal gelato to beat the heat

By IANSlife
New Delhi, May 8(IANSlife) No matter your age a

bite of ice cream works wonders to lift the mood and
bring back memories of childhood. With its tasty and
nutritious gelato ice creams, Veluto, a new gelato com-
pany in the Capital, aims to revolutionise the ice cream
industry. It has introduced international favourites,
sugar free and vegan options and has also brought
back good old favourites like bonbons and sandwich
waffles.

The brand claims of an artisanal, authentic gelato

producing process learnt and refined
by the Carpigiani Gelato University,
with over 30 distinct gelato flavours
and combinations, over diverse
items, like gelato, bonbons, frozen
yoghurt, ice cream cakes, and ice
cream sandwiches waffle.

This new entrant has completely
transformed the ice cream market,
with its delicious and healthy gelato
ice creams.

The company boasts of having
over 30 unique gelato flavours and
combinations, over a variety of
goods, including gelato, bonbons,
frozen yoghurt, ice cream cakes, and
ice cream sandwiches waffle, all
made using an artisanal, true gelato
production process that was learned
and perfected by the Carpigiani
Gelato University.The gelato ice

cream cake, which is their flagship
item, is a speciality dessert made from
the mixture of two gelatos, an eggless
sponge and toppings. It is a one-of-
a-kind treat for any celebration.

The greatest thing is that this is
also offered as a sugar-free, gluten-
free, or vegan dessert, making it the
ideal choice for healthy dessert op-
tions. For those seeking guilt-free
sweets, these come in three sizes: a
whole kilo, a half kilo, or a babycake
for two.

There are many different flavours
available at Veluto, including tradi-
tional choices like chocolate and va-
nilla as well as unusual flavours like
mint chocolate chip, tiramisu, and so
on. One can sample ice cream
flavours like Oreo vanilla, coconut
jaggery, and dark chocolate sea salt

in addition to traditional gelato
flavours. Seasonal flavours from the
company include mango, strawber-
ries, blueberries, and many others.
To provide the finest healthy des-
sert experience, all these amazing
flavours are particularly selected in
sugar-free as well as vegan
versions.Order from Veluto, directly
at +91 88001 01234 or from their
website at www.veluto.in or head
to their kiosk at Select Citywalk to
try their unique and wonderful
flavours in person.

You can also enjoy their fun
branding, happy colours, and ice
cream puns along with their in-
store hot sellers like Waffles, Lava
Cakes, Sundaes, and Milkshakes, all
with an extra scoop of gelato!—
IANS

There 4th Edition of Mumbai Art Fair is back
By IANSlife
New Delhi, May (IANSlife) 350 artists from all

around India are participating in this edition of the
Mumbai Art Fair and displaying 3,500 pieces of
artwork, including seascapes, landscapes, rural and
urban scenes, portraits, wildlife art, and abstract
pieces. 100 air-conditioned booths can be found
on the ground floor of the Discovery of India build-
ing. In addition to creating sales opportunities
while increasing awareness, this also gives new
and budding artists confidence as they receive
input from their peers!

Mumbai Art Fair, which has a reputation for
continuously supporting hundreds of artists each
year, gives them a venue to show, an enlarged net-
work of art buyers, and more exposure for their
work. From May 5 through May 7, the 4th edition
of the Mumbai Art Fair will be open to visitors at
the Nehru Centre in Worli, Mumbai.

Many art galleries are taking part in the
Mumbai Art Fair this year, including the
curators.art, Gallery Beyond, Bouquet of Art Gal-
lery, and Greyscale in Mumbai; Artecious Gallery,
Aura Planet in Delhi; B G Sharma Studio Arts and
Narendra Arts & Handicrafts in Udaipur; and
Maryat Art Gallery in Dubai.

Rajendra Patil, Founder Mumbai Art Fair shared,
“Mumbai Art Fair has always aimed to create a
stable platform for all kinds of art to fulfill passion
investment need of art buyers and lovers in
Mumbai. By consistently bringing over 3500 art
works and wide range of artists and art galleries
from across the country and globally, Mumbai Art
Fair has grown steadily into a much loved art hub
which caters to all tastes and inclinations in the
art world.”

The most talented artists who have carved out
a place for themselves in the art world are on dis-
play in this edition, and they include Monica Ghule,
Antra Shrivastava, Ridhi Parekh, Dev Mehta,
Kanishka Mehra, Akshata Shetty, Kumar Gaikwad,
Ghanshyam Gupta, Shaymal Mukherjee, Gautam
Patole, and Kanchan Mahante. At the art fair, you
can also see a vibrant mash-up of figurative paint-
ings by Nandini Verma, Suman Dabholkar, and
Surendran Kunju Pillai.

The abstract painting considered simple yet
most difficult as it demands heightened sensitiv-
ity for composition and for colours; artists Gaurav
Dagar, Ashish Kamble, Savya Jain, Satyajit Shergill,
Suhani Gabriel, Jayshree Bhagat, Sonali Korde, Atul
Bhalerao  and Prakash Bal Joshi showcasing in the
art fair chose this genre to express themselves
whereas Rashmi Pote, Neha Thackeray, Wilson
Souza, Anusha Adabala’s semi-abstract works will
surely leave the viewer grappling with clues to

read and re-read it. Artists Krish Nandi,
Ena Tandon, Beena Surana, Om
Thadkar, Nemesha Gadhoke, Dr Rajni
Toppo  exhibiting at the art fair works
in monochromatic tints, mostly black
and white just concentrating on ele-
ments such as composition, value,
lighting and form.

Even now, landscape paintings-
whether abstract, flowery, romantic,
pastoral, including seasonal springs,
structures and buildings, waterscapes,
or cityscapes-remain the most alluring

subject matter for painters. At the
Mumbai Art Fair, there are many land-
scapes of all these varieties. Mixed
media works by late artists Prabhu
Joshi, Janhavi Bide, Pratibha Kahnna,
Sriparna Sinha, Shubhashis Mandal,
Rahul Naskar, Mridul Chandra, lyrical
landscapes by Meenakshi Bahuguna,
Riddhi Shah, Preyas Keluskar, speci-
mens of architectural landscapes &
river-front temple landscape by
Rashmi Sharma, Shivani Banerjee,
Seema Sharma Shah, and Surreal kind
of landscape by Samaira Paul are go-
ing to attract nature loving visitors in
the art fair.

There is sense of freedom & play-
fulness seen in the work of Mahua Ray,
Nalinakshi Suvarna, whereas different
level of sensuousness reverberates
through the works of Meenakshi
Shukla, Shweta Chaturvedi, Vaishnavi
M and Jay Jhaveri; they render differ-
ent treatment to their female protago-

nist.
The figurative paintings by Vaishali

Kale, Kanchan Mulay, Rajendra Ponna,
Alcohol Ink Paintings by Jenaifer
Daruwalla, Resin & Epoxy work by
Shradha Hirawat, and fusion of folk
style with contemporary times is seen
through the works of Bhavika
Mangnani.

Art has always been a means to
express belief and devotion. Religious
faith has inspired some of the most
impressive and wondrous works of art

ever produced. The artists expressing
different beliefs and faiths in various
styles and mediums in the art fair in-
clude Sangram Naik, Indu Gaur, Neha
Jhunjhunwala, Riya Vaishnav, Shaily
Verma, Sonali Surana, Kailas Kale, Gargi
Devgude, Vaishali Singh, Deepal Bhat
and Alpana Dangi whereas experi-
mentation with Tantra art forms is
seen in the works of Monalisa Parikh.

The visual beats or rhythm is some-
thing difficult to explain but our eyes
anyhow spot it in art; colours can con-
vey rhythm, lines can produce rhythm
and there can be a rhythm in style,
technique, brush strokes and even
subject for that matter! What binds the
artworks of Gautam Bansal, Megha
Soni, Amrita Sharma and Pallavi Singh
is the one or other form of rhythm they
have employed through their paint-
ings! The viewers need to take a sec-
ond look at each of their works. In a
similar way, what categorizes the art-

work together by artist Lakshya
Gora and Priya Kataria is the
style, the way they have em-
ployed form, colour, and com-
position! So different but still
connected together!

The highly symbolic works
of Praggya Saamor, Mala Doshi,
Praveena Parepalli, Saleel
Wagh, Vasanthakumar,
Saudamini Sharma, Goutam
Das, Krishna Bhardwaj are rep-
resentations of our diverse
socio-cultural identities. Few
Art Gallery remain at forefront
when it comes to promotion of
Indian traditional art even in
this era of modern art.
Narendra Arts & Handicrafts &
B G Sharma Studio from
Udaipur, and ArtSage from
Mumbai are showcasing ex-
quisite Pichwai paintings
whereas OPS Art Gallery, New
Delhi is presenting entire
gamut of Indian traditional arts
which include Pichwai,
Kalamari, Warli, Gond, Kangra
and Kalighat paintings. The few
other artists experimenting
with various traditional art
styles exhibiting in the art fair
include Dhanya Namboothiri,
Meena Ananthanarayanan,
Umashankar Shah, Harinath,
Neha Kamble, Jagruti Thakker,
Anagha Shrihari Kulkarni,
Ranjana Kumar and Premal
Shah. discover what makes a
piece of art look like ‘their own’
or rather they discover their
own self! It happens when
something ‘unique’ of theirs
appears in their art! This
‘unique element’ in the form of
colour palettes, overall paint-
ing style, texture, subject, spe-
cific technique or some ‘un-
known factor’ enters their art
and its eureka moment; artists
Jyoti Sharma, Aruna Mukund
Raj, Sudha Ramkrishnan,
Meena Raghavan, Shweta
Pujari and Nagesh Devkar,
seems have reached that
stage!

Must visit
boutique resorts
and hotels on the
banks of Ganga

By IANSlife
New Delhi, May 8 (IANSlife) Plan-

ning a summer vacation might be dif-
ficult due to the limited options avail-
able due to the intense heat. It's not a
good time to just pack your bags and
fly anywhere. A majority of us seek ref-
uge in the mountains because of their
calming vibes, although vertigo can
also occur. What if there is which pro-
vides you with a respite from the life-
sucking heat waves but wasn't a
mountain or a plain? Serene
Rishikesh, has some best kept secrets:
opulent boutique hotels on the banks
of the Ganges.

As soon as you arrive in Rishikesh,
you feel optimistic. a wonderful spot
to unwind this summer. Location to
get away from the hustle and bustle
of daily life and enjoy exotic land-
scapes, private ghats, the world-fa-
mous Ganga Aarti, yoga, meditation,
a glimpse into nature, marine drive,
river rafting, off-the-beaten-path trek-
king locations, etc. Trust me, spending
a few days in these places will help
you reconnect with your true self and
recharge your soul.

Ganga Kinare Riverside Bou-
tique Resort

Built right on the banks of river
Ganga overlooking Rajaji National
park across gives you mesmerising
panoramic view. The splashing sound

of the river and fascinating sound
from the national park makes you
standstill. This boutique resort in
Rishikesh offers riverside seating res-
taurant, Jal and Jalebi, a Spa with
qualified therapists, a luxurious din-
ing experience at its riverside dining
lounge.

Also offers idyllic settings for prac-
ticing yoga meditation at the resort's
Rooftop Meditation & Yoga Hall. The
only hotel blessed with a private
Ganga ghat where Ganga Kinare
organises daily morning and evening
Ganga Arti. Varrr-Temple Food of In-
dia serves the most popular
prasadams from temples across the
country, giving an experience of a
culinary pilgrimage. One can relish
mouth-watering thalis from award-
winning chef Anuj Kapoor, inspired
by North Indian Gurudwaras,
Himalaya Char Dhams, Jagannath
Temple Puri, Akshardham Temple of
Vadtal, and a lot more. The hotel also
arranges for sightseeing in Rishikesh,
white river rafting, Jungle Safari, bird
watching, biking, trekking and nature
trails.

Ananda in the Himalayas,
Narendra Nagar

The award-winning hotel, sur-
rounded by scenic Sal forests, Ananda
in the Himalayas is known for its
wellness offerings. This luxury

wellness retreat is located on a 100-
acre Maharaja's Palace Estate, over-
looking Rishikesh and Ganges River
Valley. Visit this property to experi-
ence an integration of wellness thera-
pies, Ayurveda, Yoga, and healthy cui-
sine. Take a tour of ancient Temples,
Ashrams, and Monasteries in
Rishikesh and Dehradun. Guests can
have fun trying adventures like wild-
life safari and river rafting organised
on demand by the staff at Ananda.

Pilibhit House, Haridwar
All those looking for the most

luxurious stay in Haridwar can try this
century-old aristocratic noble house
that provides unique experiences. If
you are looking for a break from a
hectic schedule and prefer to try ritu-
als and a slower life, Pilibhit House can
be a pick. Private dining setups in the
Courtyard by the mango tree, terrace
or river deck are popular.

It houses the largest private bath-
ing ghat, where guests can take a dip
and spend some quiet moments with
the river Ganga. The hotel organises
personalized experiences for its
guests and arranges trips to Rajaji
National Park, temples, Jhilmil wildlife
sanctuary, and a forestry riverside pic-
nic. Experience early morning nature
walks, yoga, the hotel's all-natural Jiva
Spa and age-old Indian wellness, a
petite infinity pool and the river room.

Delhi working women's
financial habits revealed

By IANSlife
New Delhi, May 5 (IANSlife) Nearly

half of the working women in Delhi (47
per cent) find it difficult to keep a regu-
lar track of their expenses, while more
than 1/3rd (37 per cent) of working
women are either not aware or have
never been able to check their credit
score.

These are a few of the findings of
the 5th edition of the #WorkingStree
survey report released by IndiaLends,
an online marketplace for personal
loans and credit cards.

The #WorkingStree report further
reveals that women in Delhi have a
unique approach towards financial in-
dependence and decision-making.
The survey was conducted online in
February 2023 and covered 10,000
plus working women in the 21-65 age
group residing in top metro, Tier-1 and
Tier-2 cities, with about 10 per cent
residing in Delhi-NCR.

The survey found that 2/3rd of
working women in Delhi (67 per cent)
actively contribute towards their
household expenses, with nearly 1/3rd
of these women (31 per cent), contrib-
uting over half of their income to their
household. On a national level, more
than 70 per cent of working women
contribute to household expenses.
Additionally, for working women in
Delhi, "financial freedom" has been the
biggest motivation to work, followed
by the desire to be valuable and have
self-confidence.

 Nationally, women echoed the
same reasons, followed by the need to
support family needs.The survey
found that 2/3rd of working women
in Delhi (67 per cent) actively contrib-
ute towards their household expenses,
with nearly 1/3rd of these women (31
per cent), contributing over half of
their income to their household. On a
national level, more than 70 per cent
of working women contribute to
household expenses.

The survey also revealed that 32
per cent of working women in Delhi
find making financial decisions with
regard to savings and investments a

bit complex. This is in line with the na-
tional trend, where many women rely
on the guidance of their father,
brother, or husband when making fi-
nancial decisions.

IndiaLends Founder and CEO
Gaurav Chopra said, "Financial em-
powerment of women is not just a so-
cial responsibility, but also a key driver
of economic growth. Our study results
indicate that women in Delhi have a
long way to go in achieving financial
independence.

While it is encouraging to see that
nearly two-thirds of women in Delhi
have checked their credit scores, there
is still a long way to go in terms of
regular expense tracking and inde-
pendent investment decision-making.

While it is encouraging to see that
nearly two-thirds of women in Delhi
have checked their credit scores, there
is still a long way to go in terms of
regular expense tracking and inde-
pendent investment decision-making.

As a financial services company,
IndiaLends is committed to providing
women with the tools and knowledge
they need to achieve their financial
goals and aspirations.

We believe that a financially inde-
pendent woman is a force to be reck-
oned with, and we will continue to
work towards creating a more equal
and inclusive society for all."

The survey also found that, at a
national level, nearly half of working
women were learning about personal
finance from social media, about 30
per cent from news articles, and 20 per
cent from workshops and seminars,
followed by professional experts. Even
though working women are making
an effort to take a charge of their fi-
nances at present only 1/3rd of work-
ing women feel confident about mak-
ing all their financial decisions.

The majority of IndiaLends'
#WorkingStree survey respondents
were in the 25-34 age group, repre-
senting 47.7 per cent of the total
sample, followed by 35-44 year-olds at
30.8 per cent.

he youngest age group of 21-24
years represented 13.7 per cent of the
sample, while those over 45 and above
made up about 7.8 per cent. In terms
of professions, salaried employees rep-
resented the largest group of respon-
dents at 43.6 per cent, followed by self-
employed individuals at 31.3 per cent.
Homemakers represented 12.3 per
cent of the sample, while professional
individuals such as CAs and lawyers
accounted for 4.4 per cent. When it
came to marital status, the majority of
respondents were married at 70.6 per
cent, followed by singles at 16.4 per
cent.IANS
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Bhumi Pednekar wins hearts
with her fashion statements!

New Delhi, May 8 (UNI)
Young Bollywood star
Bhumi Pednekar has been
winning the red carpet with
her stunning fashion state-
ments in each and every
appearance for months
now.

Her impeccable track
record of delivering dishy
sartorial choices coupled
with her sultry personality
has earned her the name of
“Bhumi Jenner”. Fashion cir-
cuit feels her bold and eclec-
tic fashion choices are simi-
lar to those of Kylie Jenner,
thus the nomenclature as-
signed to Bhumi.

From fashion pundits to
the much followed anony-
mous fashion patrol plat-

form Diet Sabya, Bhumi has
been appreciated for put-
ting an effort towards styl-
ing herself. She has engaged
with the best of the best in
business to constantly de-
liver statements with her
style. She is now being re-
garded as one of then best
fashionistas of India, a tag
that we are sure Bhumi will
proudly wear.

Bhumi has also been the
darling of all fashion awards,
having bagged 15 top
awards so far! She has
graced the cover of all top
fashion magazines of the
country.

On the work front, she
has ‘Bhakshak’, ‘The Lady
Killer’, among others.

Prime Video to air ?Modern
Love Chennai? on May 18

New Delhi, May 8 (UNI)
Prime Video on Monday an-
nounced the global release
of its upcoming anthology
series ‘Modern Love
Chennai’, on May 18.

This is the third Indian
adaptation of ‘Modern Love’,
the internationally ac-
claimed Original anthology
helmed by John Carney, fol-
lowing ‘Modern Love
Mumbai’ and ‘Modern Love
Hyderabad’.

Produced under the
banner of Tyler Durden And
Kino Fist, with Thiagarajan
Kumararaja as the creator,
the six-episode anthology
presents a bouquet of com-
pelling and unique love sto-

ries set in the city of Chennai
that explore relationships,
push boundaries, and open
minds.

The anthology includes
the following episodes:

“Lalagunda Bommaigal”
? Directed by Rajumurugan,
music composed by Sean
Roldan, features Sri Gouri
Priya, Vasudevan Murali, and
Vasundhara.r Raja, features
Ashok Selvan and  T J Bhanu.

“Kaadhal Enbadhu
Kannula Heart Irukkura
Emoji” ? Directed by
Krishnakumar Ramakumar,
music composed by
G.V.Prakash Kumar, features
Ritu Varma, Samyuktha
Viswanathan, Pawan Alex,

and Aniiruth Kanakarajan.
“Margazhi” ? Directed by

Akshay Sundher, music
composed by Ilaiyaraaja,
features Sanjula Sarathi, Chu
Khoy Sheng, and Srikrishna
Dayal.

“Paravai Kootil Vaazhum
Maangal” ? Directed by
Bharathiraja, music com-
posed by Ilaiyaraaja, fea-
tures Kishore, Ramya
Nambessan, and
Vijayalakshmi.

“Ninaivo Oru Paravai” ?
Directed by Thiagarajan
Kumararaja, music com-
posed by Ilaiyaraaja, fea-
tures Wamiqa and PB.

“After the successful
launch of Modern Love
Mumbai and Modern Love
Hyderabad, we are excited
to bring the third Indian edi-
tion of the well-acclaimed
international franchise,
Modern Love, to our service.
At Prime

Video, we are constantly
working towards bringing
locally rooted stories that
have a universal appeal,”
said Aparna Purohit, head of
India Originals, Prime Video.

Pocket FMs ‘Ye Rishta Kaisa Hai’
crosses 400 plus mn plays

New Delhi, May 8 (UNI)
Pocket FM’s romantic audio
fiction series ‘Ye Rishta Kaisa
Hai’ has swept the hearts of
listeners and surpassed a
remarkable milestone of
400 plus million plays.

The captivating tale of
love, loss, and redemption
has captured the hearts of
listeners across the globe,
making it an undeniable
sensation on the platform.
With its compelling
storyline, entangled in the
vortex of relationships, this
audio series has struck a
chord with listeners from all
corners of the world, and
has proven to be a must-lis-
ten for anyone who loves a
good romance.

‘Ye Rishta Kaisa Hai’ is a
beautiful audio series that
revolves around the lives of
two strangers who are
brought together by fate.
The story takes a turn when
the girl’s fianc? runs away on
the night before her wed-
ding. Devastated and heart-
broken, the girl finds herself
in a marriage bureau where
she proposes marriage to an
unknown person standing

near her, who turns out to be
not an ordinary guy.

With twists and turns at
every step, the series follows
the two strangers as they
navigate their way through
a complicated marriage, fac-
ing various challenges and
obstacles along the way. Will
they find their way to true
love and a happy ending?

RJ Kratika, the narrator of
Pocket FM’s ‘Ye Rishta Kaisa
Hai’, expressed her delight
over the series’ massive suc-
cess. She said, “I am thrilled
to see the immense success
of ‘Ye Rishta Kaisa Hai’ on
Pocket FM. As the narrator of
this captivating story, I am
overjoyed to see how it has

resonated with the audi-
ences. It’s heartwarming to
know that listeners have
been hooked onto the
storyline and are invested in
the lives of these charac-
ters.”

“It was an incredible ex-
perience to bring the story
to life and take listeners on
a journey of love, relation-
ships, and self-discovery. The
power of storytelling lies in
its ability to connect with
people, and this series has
certainly done that. I hope
that the success of Ye Rishta
Kaisa Hai inspires more
people to listen to audio fic-
tion and explore the world
of storytelling,” she added.

Ridhi Dogra: As an actor, I feel the only limitations
that we have is what we set on ourselves

Mumbai, May 8 (IANS)
Actress Ridhi Dogra, who

has worked in television,
web series, films, and music

videos has talked
about her perspec-
tive on actors being
categorised based
on their medium.

Ridhi said: "As an
actor, I feel the only
limitations that we
have is what we set
on ourselves.

People just want
to put each other in
labels and concepts
because it helps
them ease things
out but the truth is
that acting and cre-
ative jobs are intan-
gible, and you can't
really put a rim
around it."

"As an actor, I
don't belong to any

particular medium. For me,
the real win would be if I am
able to contribute in any
medium in the capacity
that it needs.

While there's nothing
wrong with being called a
TV actor or an OTT actor, I
think that is very restricting
to our ability.

The intelligence of the
person defines them and
not their medium. Putting
actors in labels is lazy on
the parts of those who
make one," she added fur-
ther.

On the work front, Ridhi
will be seen in the upcom-
ing film 'Jawan', and 'Tiger
3' along with the highly an-
ticipated web series 'Asur 2'
and an untitled romantic
web show with Barun
Sobti.--IANS

Kangana Ranaut reveals
the most challenging thing

about directing a film
Mumbai, May 5 (IANS)

Sharing the challenges of
directing a film, Bollywood
actress-filmmaker Kangana
Ranaut says a director is
faced with a
"minimum of
400-500 ques-
tions" every
day.K angana
took to
Instagram story,
where she
shared an inter-
view of Ameri-
can film direc-
tor Martin
Scorsese who is
talking about framing and
blocking a scene. The ac-
tress, who ventured into di-
recting films in 2019 with
'Manikarnika: direction

is....Her next directorial is
'Emergency', where she will
be seen playing the former
Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi.  It also stars

Anupam Kher,
M a h i m a
C h a u d h r y ,
Vishak Nair,
Satish Kaushik,
Milind Soman
and Shreyas
Talpade in
p r o m i n e n t
roles.Kangana
also has
S a r w e s h
M e w a r ' s

'Tejas', in which she will be
seen portraying the role of
an Indian Air force pilot. Her
film 'The Incarnation: Sita' is
in pipeline.--IANS

Dahaad is a clutter-breaker
for me: Sonakshi Sinha

Actor Sonakshi Sinha
says her streaming debut
“Dahaad“, which will see
her in the role of a cop hot
on the heels of a serial
killer, was a true “clutter
breaker”. The upcoming
Prime Video crime-drama
series is created by film-
makers Zoya Akhtar and
Reema Kagti. Kagti also
directs the eight-part
show with Ruchika
Oberoi of “Island City”
fame.

“When I met her
(Zoya), I told her that there
was a period when I had
started saying no to every
film offer that came to me
because nothing was ex-
citing enough for me to

get up and be that charac-
ter for 30 to 40 or 90 days. It
(‘Dahaad’) was a no-brainer.
I said yes immediately,”

Sinha told PTI in an
interview.The actor said she
was getting “mundane” of-
fers, but the show came as a
welcome change.“On paper,

the character (Anjali
Bhaati) was so powerful.
For me, as an actor to be
able to do that kind of
role, it was just so exciting
at that point of time in my
life, where I was.

 I was being offered
repetitive things. This was
truly a clutter breaker,” the
35-year-old actor said.

Sinha, known for films
such as “Dabangg”,
“Lootera”, “Kalank”, “Rowdy
Rathore” and “Son of
Sardaar”, said she was not
concerned with the me-
dium. In fact, the show
came to her even before
the OTT boom happened
during the pandemic.

Patel Chem
Specialities P. Ltd.

A Consistent Quality / Innovative Solutions
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Ahmedabad - 382 445. Gujarat, INDIA,

Phone : +91 79 2970 9854 / +91 97129 99854,
E-mail: info@pcspl.net • Website : www.pcspl.net

Manufacturer & Exporter of Pharmaceutical Ex-
cipients & Speciality Chemicals
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Sodium Starch

Glycolate
IP, BP, EP, USP-NF

Swellcal®
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Pregelatinized Starch IP
Potato & Maize Starch IP

Viscosity Modifier

Rheollose®
Sodium Carboxymethyl Cellulose

IP, BP, EP, USP-NF

Lubricants

Magnesium Stearate

API Intermediates
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Hyd : Telangana CM lays foundation
stone for Hare Krishna Heritage
Tower at Narsingi

Hyderabad, May 8 (UNI)  Telangana Chief Minister
K.Chandrashekar Rao laid the foundation stone for  Rs
200 crore  ‘Hare Krishna Heritage tower’  at Narsingi
on the outskirts of the city, on Monday.

The Hare Krishna movement is coming up with
Hare Krishna Heritage Tower, an iconic skyscraper 400
ft temple in a 6 acres plot.

It will house the temples of Sri Sri Radha Krishna
and Sri Venkateswara Swamy

A large Radha Krishna temple hall will accommo-
date 1500 devotees at a time with magnificent archi-
tectural elements.The stone-built  Venkateswara
swamy temple will have a Prakara of 37,000 sft and is
inspired by the designs of the world-renowned
Tirumala temple.

The campus will also highlight Telangana Heritage
in the form of Kakatiya Architectural elements.

The latest technology like hologram, laser projec-
tion to create engaging and immersive experiences
that will narrate the legends of Lord Krishna in a cap-
tivating manner, especially for the younger genera-
tions.

Boat mishap: State Mourning in
Kerala

Thiruvananthapuram, May 8 (UNI) A Day of state
mourning will be observed on Monday in Kerala “as a
mark of respect” for those who lost their lives due to
the boat mishap in Malappuram in Kerala on Sunday
evening.Condoling the deaths, Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan has tweeted that “Deeply saddened by the
tragic loss of lives in the Tanur boat accident in
Malappuram.”

“Have directed the District administration to ef-
fectively coordinate rescue operations, which are be-
ing overseen by Cabinet Ministers. Heartfelt condo-
lences to the grieving families & friends.”Opposition
leader VD Satheesan also condoled the demise of
people in boat tragedy and requested UDF workers
to help in rescue operations.

Twenty-two killed in Kerala boat
tragedy

Malappuram, May 8 (UNI) At least 22 persons in-
cluding seven children were killed and ten injured,
when a tourist boat overturned at Ottumpuram-
Thooval Theerum beach, in the estuary of Koorapuzha
river, near Tanur, on Sunday, police said.

9 persons were killed from a family of Parapangadi
and all the 22 deaths were identified, police said, ten
passengers were rescued by local residents led by fish-
ermen within 10 minutes after the incident took place
around 1930 hrs.

Police suspected that one more person was miss-
ing and a search operation was going on by Navy,
NDRF, Fire and rescue scooby teams and local fisher-
men. Police registered a non-bailable case against
boat owner Nazar of Tanur, who was absconding af-
ter the incident.Four children were seriously injured,
and they have been admitted at a private hospital at
Kottakkal.

Post-mortem process was held at five Govern-
ment hospitals at Tanur,Thirurangadi, Manjeri,
Parappanangadi.Ministers PA Muhammed Riyas,
Rajan, V Abdurahiman, Saseedharan A K, Ahamed
Devarkovil and district administration were monitor-
ing and combing the rescue operations and medical
arrangements provided to the injured persons at vari-
ous hospitals.

Stray monkey triggers chaos,
injures boy; rescued

A stray monkey injured a boy, 7, and triggered
chaos near Prem Mandir Sunday before he was
tranquilised and rescued, said officials.

The rhesus monkey, officials said, was first seen
near the temple at around 10 am when locals sought
help from the Rajkot Zoological Park (RZP), popularly
known as Pradhyuman Park Zoo. “However, as we
reached, the macaque had escaped from that area.
We combed nearby areas for two hours but to no
avail.By: Express News ServiceWe briefly halted the
search operation,” said Rakesh Hirapara, director of
RZP. The monkey was again spotted in the AG Society
near Prem Mandir an hour later.“At around 1:30 pm,
locals called again that the macaque had attacked
some people, including a boy. The animal hid inside
the Lord Shiva temple. Locals then closed the gate of
the temple. We rushed to the spot. It seemed agitated,
so we tranquilised it and rescued it,” Hirapara further
said. A joint team of RZP and the Gujarat Forest De-
partment carried out the rescue operation.

Girirajsinh Rathod, a local, said children and adults
gathered to see the monkey (rhesus macaque). “But
it seemed agitated. As children gathered, the animal
attacked them near the Omkareshwar Mahadev
temple in our society, injuring one of them,” Rathod
said.

Ex-Cong MLA flags hike in Haj
cost from Ahmedabad

Former Congress MLA Gyasuddin Shaikh Sunday
complained against the hike in charges for Haj pil-
grims from Gujarat saying despite a shorter distance
from Ahmedabad as compared to Mumbai, the
charges are nearly Rs 70,000 higher this year.

In a series of tweets, the former Dariyapur MLA
sought “justice” for Haj pilgrims from the state and
requested Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah to look into the “injustice”.
Apart from Modi and Shah, he also tagged Minister
of Minority Affairs Smriti Irani along with the Haj Com-
mittee in the tweets.

Over 1.35 crore children screened
under govt’s health programme
in Gujarat

More than 1.35 crore children were screened for
health-related issues under the state government’s
School Health Programme in the financial year 2022-
23.

According to an official release from the govern-
ment, of the total children screened, 17,544 were pro-
vided treatment for heart ailments, 724 for kidney dis-
eases, 337 for cancer, 13 children got a kidney trans-
plant, one child got a liver transplant, 10 got bone
marrow transplant and 297 underwent cochlear im-
plant surgery. While 952 children were given clubfoot,
315 were operated for cleft lip palate.Health check-
up, treatment and referral services for health and
wellness are provided to all children from birth till 18
years under the School Health-National Child Health
Programme (SH-RBSK).The School Health Programme
was implemented by the state government’s health
de launched the National Child Health Programme in
2014, the Gujarat programme was renamed to SH-
RBSK.Of these, heart-related surgeries were facilitated
for 1.39 lakh children, 17,556 children were given kid-
ney-related treatment, 10,860 children were treated
for cancer, 177 children underwent kidney transplants,
26 underwent liver transplants, 198 children got bone
marrow transplants, 2,738 children were given co-
chlear implants, 6,987 children have been given club-
foot and 6,064 children have been treated for cleft
lips.

Gujarat’s edible oilseed traders on a sticky
wicket, urge PM Modi to arrest price slide

AhmedabadWith the
retail prices of most edible
oils softening in recent
months, a body of oil millers
and oil seek traders in
Gujarat has appealed to the
central government to take
measures to arrest the slide
to protect Indian oilseeds
producers and reduce the
country’s dependence on
the imports of the
commodity.Gujarat State
Edible Oils and Oil Seeds
Association (GSEOOSA)
president Sameer Shah has
written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi pointing out
a significant drop in prices
of edible oils vis-à-vis the
corresponding period last
year and urging the central

Gujarat State Edible Oils and Oil Seeds Association has written to PM
Modi pointing out a significant drop in prices of edible oils vis-à-vis
the corresponding period last year. The highest drop of 45.95 % was
reported in the price of refined sunflower oil.

government to take steps to
stop prices from going fur-
ther down.In his letter to PM
Modi on April 22, Shah high-
lighted that the average
wholesale price of mustard
oil is hovering around Rs
1,050 per 10 kg these days.
This is 31 per cent lower as
compared to the April-May
average wholesale price of
Rs 1,525. Similarly, he said
that palmolein oil price is
down by 41 per cent and is
trading at an average price
of Rs 980 against Rs
1,575.Refined soybean oil is
also trading 41 per cent
lower at Rs 980 against
1,650 last year.

The highest drop, 45.95
per cent, has been reported

in the price of refined sun-
flower oil — from Rs 1,850
to Rs1,000, while cottonseed
oil that is widely consumed
in Gujarat has also fallen
from Rs 1,625 to 1,010, a
drop of 39 per cent. Corn oil
is trading at 980 as com-
pared to Rs 1,550, a slide of
37 per cent. The price of
groundnut oil, the veg-
etable oil consumed widely
in the state, has fallen by six
per cent and is trading at
1,650 these days as com-
pared to Rs 1,750.

“So except groundnut
oil (which accounts for only
about 3 per cent of our total
consumption), the rates of
all edible oils have come
down drastically. As a result

of this, rates of our domesti-
cally produced oil seeds like
mustard/rapeseed and soy-
bean are constantly trading
below MSP in all mandis
across the country,” said the
head of the Rajkot-based
organisation.

He added that all those
involved in edible oils trade
– from importers, producers,
packers, to wholesalers and
retailers – have incurred
huge financial loss and trad-
ers, in particular, are
demoralised.“If such
downslide is not harnessed,
the sowing of oil seeds will
decrease considerably in
the upcoming kharif season
and our dependence on im-
port of edible oils is likely to
go up,” said Shah, request-
ing the government to take
measures such as raising
import duty, introduce
quantitative import restric-
tions etc to stop the slide of
edible oil prices.

Requested Canadian authorities for
lookout notice for accused: Cops

AhmedabadA request
for a lookout notice has
been made by the Mehsana
district police to the Cana-
dian authorities for one of
the accused amid a probe
into the deaths of four fam-
ily members at the United
States-Canada border in
March.

“We have requested the
Canadian authorities to is-
sue a lookout notice for
Sachin Vihol. We are still try-
ing to locate the passports
of the other two accused in
the case,” Jitu Rabari, Inspec-
tor at Mehsana’s Vasai police
station, told Indian Express
on Sunday.Vihol has been
accused of causing the
death of four family mem-
bers at the US-Canada bor-
der in March amid illegal
immigration attempts. They
were said to have died while
they were trying to cross

over to the US side of the
border.The three alleged
agents – Vihol, his brother
Nikulsinh and brother-in-
law Arjunsinh Chavda –
were booked under sec-
tions 304 (culpable homi-
cide not amounting to mur-
der), 406 ( criminal breach of
trust), 420 (cheating and dis-
honestly inducing delivery
of property) and 120 B
(criminal conspiracy) of the
Indian Penal Code. An FIR
was filed following a com-
plaint by Ashwin
Chaudhary, the brother of
Praveen Chaudhary who
with his wife Daksha, daugh-
ter Vidhi and son Meet, was
found dead at the US-
Canada border. They hailed
from the Manekpur Dabhala
village of the Mehsana dis-
trict.

Vihol operated in
Canada, as per the FIR. He

allegedly booked the tickets
for the family from
Winnipeg to Montreal in
Canada, and finally forced
them to take a boat at the
St. Lawrence River to cross
the US-Canada border on
March 30.Nikulsinh oper-
ated in Mehsana. He was al-
legedly in contact with
Praveen on calls, and sealed
a deal of Rs 60 lakh for send-
ing the family across the
border, charging Rs 15 lakh
per person.He had met the
complainant Ashwin in per-
son and took money from
him for the tickets, cops
were told. The third accused
in the case, Arjunsinh, was
with Nikulsinh, as per the
FIR, when the deal was
made. He took Nikulsinh in
his car, according to the vil-
lagers, when Ashwin went
to Nikulsinh’s village to meet
him.

Lakhs of aspirants take Gram Panchayat
Secretary exam for around 3,000 posts
AhmedabadLakhs of

candidates across Gujarat
appeared for the Talati-cum-
Mantri or Gram Panchayat
Secretary exam for over
3,000 posts on Sunday. Of
8,64,600 registered candi-
dates, around 75 per cent
are expected to have taken
the exam held by the
Gujarat Panchayat Service
Selection Board (GPSSB)
across 2,694 centres in the
state.

In a bid to check dummy
candidates, screening mea-
sures were heightened this
time. Exam centres across
the state saw videography
and photography being car-
ried out. After the junior
clerk recruitment exam, this
is the second exam to be
conducted following the
implementation of the
Gujarat Public Examination
(Prevention of Unfair

Means) Act, 2023,“Among
various measures that were
taken, candidates were
asked to remove their shoes.
Videography and photogra-
phy were conducted to
check dummy candidates,”
said Hasmukh Patel, Addi-
tional DGP, who also holds
the charge of the Gujarat
Panchayat Service Selection
Board. No untoward case
was reported, he added.
Only normal wristwatches
and no smart watches were
allowed for the candidates
inside the examination
centres.Officials concerned
said the actual figure of stu-
dents who took the exam
will be available by Monday
once the scanning is
complete.Even as special
buses by the state transport
department and trains by
Western Railways were ar-
ranged to clear the rush,

many candidates com-
plained about the allotment
of examination centres far
away from their homes.
They added, however, the
arrangements at the exami-
nation centres inspired con-
fidence in the integrity of
the system.

Asmita, who is pursuing
a degree in Arts, was allotted
a centre about 150 km away
from her home in
Bhavnagar city. Her brother
drove her on a bike to the
cebrother-sister duo set out
from their home at 4 am and
returned at 6 pm.

Vijay, another candidate
from Rajkot who had been
allotted an examination
centre 250 km away in
Kutch, set out on Saturday
evin Surendranagar and
picked up a private vehicle
at 3 am to reach his exami-
nation centre.

Kajal Hindusthani attends VHP
screening of The Kerala Story
A h m e d a b a d R i g h t -

wing Hindutva activist Kajal
Shingala, alias Kajal
Hindusthani, who was re-
cently arrested and released
on bail in an alleged case of
inciting communal violence
in Gir Somnath, attended a
screening of “The Kerala
Story” hosted by the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP) in the
Naroda area of Ahmedabad
Sunday.“It is a conspiracy of
the Popular Front of India,
which is now banned, to
make India an Islamic state,”
alleged Shingala after the
screening.

Incidentally, she was
booked for alleged hate
speech at a public meeting
organised by Shree
Ramkrushna Janmotsava
Samiti, Una in Tower Chowk
of Una (Gir Somnath) as a
part of the Ram Navami cel-
ebrations on March 30.After
the alleged hate speech, the
police said, the meeting
took an ugly turn as leaders
of two communities en-

gaged in heated exchanges
in the presence of police of-
ficers. A mob of around 200
people assembled and al-
legedly pelted stones and
threw glass bottles at
homes of people and pass-
ersby. They vandalised ve-
hicles as well.After evading
arrest for days, she was later
arrested by the Una police
and sent to judicial custody.
She secured bail on April 13.

Following the contro-
versy, the VHP, which had
organised the celebrations,
distanced itself from S
spokesperson Hitendra
Rajput saying she had not
been invited to the event.

However, Gujarat VHP
leader Umakanth Chauhan
said, “We are not against any
religion, but have the right
and duty to make the
people and especially the
girls of our community
aware. The film was
screened to just spread
awareness and ensure that
girls of any religion are safe.

After a 2-Year Break,
Spitting Challan Is Back!

The next time you spit
on the road, a challan may
come looking for you at
home. For, the civic body
has, after a break of two
years, begun to track people
who spit on the roads and
fine them for it. The project
is part of the Smart City
Project. The challan is being
resumed after a break of al-
most two years to ensure
that the city remains spit-
free.Ahmedabad Mirror in a
report titled ‘Spit and Fine,
AMC sees the other way’
published on November 5,
2022, highlighted the prob-
lem of spitting in
Ahmedabad.

In the past two months
alone, the civic body has
identified 257 spitting inci-

dents. The offenders are
monitored via the AMC’s
Command and Control Cen-
tre which keeps track of
footage captured by a large
number of cameras installed
across the city.The data of
offenders is captured and
sent to the police depart-
ment, which tracks them via
their vehicle numbers and
issues the challans.

An AMC source said the
initiative had found support
from citizens as it encour-
aged behavioural change. “It
was found that people be-
came aware once they
realised they were being
tracked. It was always rec-
ommended that the initia-
tive should be restarted,”
said the source.

A’bad-G’nagar To Be
Official Twin Cities
AhmedabadUrban

Dev dept and the CMO
with be presented a blue-
print with infra plan going
well beyond proposed
new ring rd (see map)

In a first for Gujarat, the
urban development au-
thorities of the two cities
are working together to
make a joint development
plan (DP) for the two cit-
ies. Ahmedabad Urban
Development Authority
(AUDA) and Gandhinagar
Urban Development Au-
thority (GUDA) officials
will jointly work on a DP
for Ahmedabad and
Gandhinagar. This means
both AUDA and GUDA will
have one DP.Sources in

the Urban Development
Department in
Gandhinagar said this was
one reason why AUDA
CEO Devang Desai was
given additional charge of
GUDA. The state wants
both AUDA and GUDA to
work in tandem for the
proposed joint DP of 2031.
Sources said mapping
work of areas under AUDA
and GUDA jurisdiction has
already begun and a re-
port will be made in a year
and presented to senior
officials of the Urban De-
velopment Department
and the CMO.It should be
a policy and prospective-
driven development for
larger good,” he said.

Girl, 17, Flees To Delhi
To Chase IPS Dream
AhmedabadIn pursuit

of her dream to become an
IPS officer, a 17-year-old girl
left for Delhi from the exam
centre without intimating
her parents. On Saturday,
the girl made a safe return
and was reunited with her
parents who reportedly
were forcing her to wed,
blocking her way to live her
dream.

An FY BBA student, the
girl appeared for her exam
at Shikshan Sankul in
Navrangpura. But she disap-
peared from the centre
while her mother kept wait-
ing. Though she left a note
saying she is going to Delhi
and that nobody should try
to trace her, her worried par-
ents sought help of police.

She boarded a Delhi-bound
flight on May 2 to gather in-
formation from the UPSC
centre. Though she returned
on Saturday, she did not go
home. Instead, she stayed at
a hostel in Gandhinagar.
Meanwhile, the University
Police traced her to that hos-
tel and reunited her with
parents, police said. “The girl
is d dream of being an IPS
officer. She wants to be on
her own. Her parents were
pressuring her to get mar-
ried. We also counselled her
parents and urged them to
let her focus on studies.
should keep an eye on chil-
dren but they should also
understand their aspirations
and should not force their
desire on children.

3 civilians killed as IAF’s MiG-21 jet
crashes in Rajasthan, pilot safe

Three civilians were
killed as a MiG-21 aircraft of
the Indian Air Force (IAF)
crashed near Rajasthan’s
Suratgarh during a routine
training sortie on Monday
morning. A Court of Inquiry
has been instituted to ascer-
tain the cause of the acci-
dent, the IAF said.

Hanumangarh SP
Sudheer Choudhary said
the aircraft crashed in the
district’s Bahlolnagar village.
“Two women died on the
spot while a third, who was
critically injured, died in the
hospital. Three persons sus-
tained injuries too,” he

said.The deceased were
identified as Leela Devi, 55,
Bansho Kaur, 45 and Banto,
50. The injured are undergo-
ing treatment at a govern-
ment hospital. Kuldeep,
former sarpanch of
Bahlolnagar, said the de-
ceased “women were not
related. They were at Bansho
Kaur’s home when the air-
craft crashed.”In a state-
ment, the IAF said, “A MiG-21
fighter aircraft of the Indian
Air Force (IAF) crashed today
morning at about 0945
hours. The aircraft had got
airborne for a routine opera-
tional training sortie from

the Air Force Station at
Suratgarh. Soon thereafter,
the pilot experienced an
onboard emergency, follow-
ing which he attempted to
recover the aircraft as per
e x i s t i n g
procedures.”“Having failed
to do so, he initiated an ejec-
tion, sustaining minor inju-
ries in the process. The pilot
was recovered from about
25 kilometres North East of
Suratgarh base. The aircraft
wreckage fell on a house in
Bahlol Nagar in
Hanumangarh district, un-
fortunately leading to the
loss of three lives,” it added.

Will meet Nitish Kumar during
his Mumbai visit: Sharad Pawar

Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) president
Sharad Pawar on Monday
said he would meet Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
during the latter’s visit to
Mumbai on May 11, adding
their outlook is that the
country needs an “alterna-
tive” to the current BJP-led
government.

Pawar, who on Friday re-
voked his decision to quit as
NCP chief, was speaking to
reporters in Solapur before
heading to Nipani in
Karnataka where he will
hold a rally for his party can-

didate in the Assembly polls
to be held in the
neighbouring state on May
10.Asked about a possible
meeting with Janata Dal
(United) leader and Bihar
CM Nitish Kumar, Pawar said,
“I have received a message
that Nitish Kumar will visit
Mumbai on May 11. We will
meet, though I do not have
all the details with me. Our
outlook is that an alternative
(to the BJP government) is
needed in the country.
Those who wish to contrib-
ute to it, be it Nitish or
Mamata (West Bengal CM

and Trinamool Congress
leader), in my view we all
need to work together for
the same,” the NCP chief
said.The Lok Sabha polls in
the country are due next
year.Pawar also said there
were no discussion on Lok
Sabha seat sharing in
Maharashtra with his politi-
cal allies Shiv Sena (UBT)
and Congress (the three
parties are constituents of
the Maha Vikas
Aghadi).“The Maha Vikas
Aghadi leaders will sit to-
gether and then discuss a
seat sharing formula.

Average assets of 168 repeat candidates
increased in Karnataka: ADR report

New Delhi,  Of the 189
MLAs in Karnataka, who
have been fielded again by
their parties, assets of 168
MLAs have increased while
the assets of the 21 MLAs
have decreased, according
to data that the Association
of Democratic Reforms
(ADR) published on Satur-
day.

The report by the ADR is
based on the self-sworn af-
fidavits of 189 re-contesting
MLAs in the Karnataka As-
sembly.

As per the report, out of
the 189 re-contesting MLAs,
assets of 168 MLAs, which is
89 per cent of the candi-
dates have increased rang-
ing from 1 per cent to 1,188
per cent and assets of 21
MLAs, which is 11 per cent,

have decreased ranging
from -0.36 per cent to -68
per cent.

The report highlighted
that the average assets of
these 189 re-contesting
MLAs fielded by various par-
ties including Independents
in 2018 was Rs 29.18 crore,
which in 2023 has increased
to Rs 48.59 crore, a growth
of Rs 19.41 crore in the last
five years.

The report said that the
average  percentage growth
in assets for these 189 re-
contesting MLAs is 67 per
cent.

As per the ADR report,
assets of Yashvanth
Rayagoud V Patil, who is
seeking to retain the seat for
the third time from Indi as-
sembly seat of Karnataka,

have increased by a whop-
ping 1,188 per cent in last
five years. In 2018, he had
declared assets worth Rs
90.75 lakh, which now
stands at Rs 11.68 crore, an
increase of Rs 10.77 crore in
last five years.

Meanwhile, Karnataka
Congress chief DK
Shivkumar, who is currently
an MLA from Kanakapura
assembly constituency, has
declared maximum increase
in assets with an increase of
Rs 573.78 crore.He had de-
clared assets to the tune of
1413.80 crore in 2023 as
compared to Rs 840.01 crore
in 2018. His assets in last
years increased by 68 per
cent.Similarly, assets of Con-
gress candidate N.A. Haris,
who is contesting from

Shantinagar constituency,
have increased by Rs 248.96
crore in last five years. Haris
had declared assets worth
Rs 190.24 crore in 2018 and
in this year he has shown his
assets to the tune of Rs
439.20 crore, which is 131
per cent increase.As per the
ADR data, the ruling BJP has
repeated 95 MLAs in the
2023 assembly polls and
their assets in the last five
years have increased by
69.34 per cent. The average
assets of the BJP MLAs in
the 2018 assembly polls
was Rs 20.77 crore, which
ballonned to Rs 35.17 crore
in 2023.  Similarly, Janata
Dal-Secular (JD-S) has also
repeated 26 candidates in
2023 elections and the av-
erage asset of these.

Rains lashes plains, upper reaches
experiences snowfall in J&K

Srinagar,  Fairly wide-
spread light to moderate
rains lashed plains of
Jammu and Kashmir while
upper reaches received a
fresh spell of snowfall un-
leashing cold conditions all
across, officials said.

The Meteorological De-
partment said that it was
still raining at many places
in Jammu and Kashmir since
last evening and the
weather was cloudy in
Ladakh.It said that today’s
weather is going to be rainy,
cloudy and cold in J&K. The
weather will significantly
improve very likely from to-
morrow, May 9.  However,
there are likely to be thun-
derstorms in the late after-
noon or evening at some
places tomorrow also.

 The weather is very
likely to remain dry and
there will be a rise in tem-

perature from May 10-15,
the MeT office said.The
weather man has also ad-
vised farmers to postpone
spraying of orchards  & har-
vesting of crops till May 8.
Tourists have been asked to
wear warm clothes as the
weather is likely to be colder
today.It has also advised
people to check road status
of Srinagar-Jammu  and
Srinagar Ladakh highway
before embarking on jour-
ney from traffic police amid
inclement weather condi-
tions today.Srinagar re-
ceived 1.6mm of rainfall,
Qazigund 49.8mm,
Pahalgam 15.1mm,
Kupwara 8.2mm, Kokernag
62.2mm, Gulmarg 10.2mm,
Jammu 2.7mm, Banihal
40.2mm, Batote 20.3mm
and Katra 6.4mm during the
past 24 hours till 0830hours
today.
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Russian Su-34 bomber strikes FM
in Kharkiv region - DM

Moscow, May 8 (UNI) A Russian Su-34 frontline
bomber has struck at the deployment point of for-
eign mercenaries in the Kharkiv region with guided
bombs, a Russian Defense Ministry spokesperson
told Sputnik.

“The crew of a Su-34 fighter-bomber, using uni-
versal modules for planning and correcting aerial
bombs, struck at a temporary deployment point of
foreign mercenaries near the village of Ivanovka
[Ivanivka],” the spokesperson said.

In addition, in the Kupyansk direction, Russia
forces have located and destroyed two Ukrainian
sabotage reconnaissance groups and have thwarted
three attempts of enemy troop rotation, the spokes-
person said.

The spokesperson also told Sputnik that a com-
bat vehicle of the Osa anti-aircraft missile system was
destroyed using the Lancet precision loitering mu-
nition near the village of Velykyi Burluk. An Akatsiya
self-propelled howitzer used by Ukrainian troops
was also destroyed by Russian forces.

Russia launched its special military operation in
Ukraine on February 24, 2022, after the Donetsk and
Luhansk people’s republics appealed for help in de-
fending themselves against Ukrainian provocations.
In response to Russia’s operation, Western countries
have rolled out a comprehensive sanctions cam-
paign against Moscow and have been supplying
weapons to Ukraine.

7 dead, up to 6 injured after car runs
into pedestrians in Texas - Reports

Texas, May 8 (UNI) A car ran into pedestrians in
the city of Brownsville in the US state of Texas, leav-
ing seven people dead and up to six others injured,
the ABC News broadcaster reported, citing police.

The incident reportedly occurred at 8:30 a.m.
(13:30 GMT) on Sunday and resulted in seven fatali-
ties. Up to six people are receiving treatment for se-
rious and minor injuries, the broadcaster said, citing
the Brownsville police department.

Later on Sunday, the Brownsville Fire Depart-
ment said on social media that the number of in-
jured rose to 12, including one individual airlifted to
Valley Baptist Medical Center in the nearby city of
Harlingen. Seven people had been pronounced
dead at the scene, the fire department added.

According to CNN, the car rammed into a group
of people outside a migrant shelter in the border city.
Some of those killed are reportedly immigrants.

2 killed, 7 injured in van crash in
NW Pakistan

Islamabad, May 8 (UNI) At least two people were
killed, and seven others injured after a passenger van
fell into a ditch in Swat district of Pakistan’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province, the rescue service re-
ported.

The accident took place early Sunday morning
in Kabal area of the district when the driver lost con-
trol of the vehicle due to brake failure, resulting in
the casualties of the passengers.

The rescue workers reached the site and shifted
the deceased and the injured to the local hospitals,
said the rescue service.The victims included two
women and an eight-year-old child, it added.Road
crashes frequently happen in Pakistan, mainly due
to poorly maintained vehicles, dilapidated roads and
negligence of road safety measures.

Air raid sirens sound in multiple
regions of Ukraine - Authorities

Kyiv, May 8 (UNI) Air raid warnings were in effect
in several regions of Ukraine late on Sunday night,
including the capital Kiev, according to air raid data
from the country’s Ministry of Digital Transformation.

Air raid sirens went off in the Ukrainian region of
Kiev, including the capital city itself, at around 23:35
local time on Sunday (20:35 GMT), the ministry’s
online map showed.

Earlier in the evening, air raid alerts were issued
in the Ukrainian regions of Kirovohrad, Chernihiv,
Vinnytsia and Poltava.

Earlier on Sunday, air raid sirens sounded in the
regions of Odesa, Mykolaiv, Dnipropetrovsk and the
Ukraine-controlled part of Kherson region.

Ukrainian media reported that explosions were
heard in Odesa and the Kiev region late on Sunday
night.Precision strikes against Ukrainian infrastruc-
ture have been carried out by Russia since October
10 (two days after the terrorist attack on the Crimean
Bridge).

India records 1,839 new Covid
cases

New Delhi, May 8 (UNI) India has recorded 1,839
new Covid-19 cases in the last 24 hours, as per the
Health Ministry on Monday.

With this, the active caseload stood at 25,178,
which is 0.06 percent of the total cases, as per the
Health Ministry.

The death toll has risen to 53,1692 with 11 new
deaths reported in the last 24 hours in various parts
of the country.

As many as 3,861 patients recovered from the
disease in the last 24 hours. The total number of
people who have recuperated from the disease is
4.44 crore (4,44,10,738).The COVID-19 recovery rate
stood at 98.75 per cent, whereas the fatality rate was
recorded at 1.18 per cent.Meanwhile, the daily posi-
tivity rate was recorded at 2.49 percent while the
weekly positivity rate was pegged at 2.17 per cent.

Iran blames US sanctions for causing
environment, health problems

Tehran, May  (IANS) Iran's ambassador to the
United Nations has blamed the US sanctions for
causing negative impact on Iranian environment.

Amir Saeid Iravani made the remarks in a letter
to UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and Presi-
dent of the UN General Assembly Csaba Korosi,
Xinhua news agency reported, citing Iran's official
news agency IRNA.

The Iranian diplomat urged the US to lift all its
"illegal" sanctions against Iran, which are in contra-
diction with international law and the UN Charter.

Iravani said that the US sanctions against Iran
have exacerbated the country's environmental prob-
lems, posing risks to the health of Iranian
citizensIravani said that the US sanctions against Iran
have exacerbated the country's environmental prob-
lems, posing risks to the health of Iranian citizens.f.

He cited that the sanctions have been prevent-
ing foreign investments in Iran's environmental
projects, blocking the country's access to modern
technologies in the area, and depriving Iranian sci-
entists of engaging in joint environmental research
projects abroad.

The Iranian envoy added that the US coercive
measures have "destructive" impacts by denying
Iran's access to clean energies to minimise the green-
house gas emission, hindering the implementation
of environmental projects, and harming Iranians'
health and welfare.

Iran has been under US sanctions for the past
four decades. The sanctions intensified following the
US withdrawal from a 2015 nuclear deal, formally
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), in May 2018.--IANS

S.Korea: Nationwide rainfall subsides
but disrupts travel, causes damage

Seoul, May 8 (IANS)
Heavy downpours that
pounded South Korea ear-
lier this week subsided on
Saturday, officials said, al-
though travel disruptions
and damages continued in
some parts of the country.

As of Saturday after-
noon, most weather warn-
ings over the heavy rainfall
had been lifted, and lighter
downpours are now prevail-
ing throughout the country.

Jeju, the southern island
that had seen more than
1,000 millimetre of rain
since

Wednesday, reported 35
cases of flooding and soil
erosion, according to mu-
nicipal authorities, Yonhap
news agency reported.

However, Jeju Interna-
tional Airport has returned
to normal operations aside
from a few delays, with a to-
tal of 512 flights scheduled
to operate.

In Incheon, west of
Seoul, the worsening

weather in the Yellow Sea
has forced the closure of
four of the 14 passenger
ship routes to nearby is-
lands, with wind speeds in
the area having reached up
to nine metre per second.

In Busan, 320 kilometre
southeast of Seoul, a strong
wind warning remained in
effect, with the maximum
instantaneous wind speed
in the area reaching 5-10
metre per second.

The strong winds have
caused a number of acci-
dents in the port city, such
as a bus colliding with a
truck at 6:23 a.m., injuring 11
people.

There were also 79
safety-related reports across
Busan about such cases as
signboards and outer walls
about to fall.

In Gwangju, 268 km
south of Seoul, a gas pipe in
the northern ward of Buk
became flooded at around
4:30 a.m., cutting off gas to
280 households.

Pak seeks Interpol help to arrest Bushra
Bibi's close friend in corruption case

Islamabad, May 6 (IANS)
Pakistan's Federal Investiga-
tion Authority (FIA) has sub-
mitted a written request to
Interpol seeking the arrest
and red warrant of Farah
Gogi, a close friend of former
first lady Bushra Bibi, the
wife of deposed former
Prime Minister and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chair-
man Imran Khan, for her al-
leged involvement in a
multi-billion rupee corrup-
tion case, state media re-
ported.

The case involves the
appointment of officials
through illicit means for
money laundering and po-
litical influence, Samaa TV
reported.

The FIA officials have
said that Farhat Shahzadi,
also known as Farah Gogi,
has already been declared
an absconder by the court in
the money laundering case.

According to FIA offi-
cials, Gogi is absconding
abroad against whom irre-
futable evidence of money
laundering has been col-
lected, Samaa TV reported.

A written request has
been made to Interpol to

arrest Gogi and bring her
back to the country. Arrest
will be made after issuing

red warrant against Gogi
from Interpol.

Earlier, the corruption of
Rs 700 million by the close

friend of Bibi had been ex-
posed.

Senior journalist Aneeq
Naji posted a video of
Gogi's dealer confessing to
the crime on Twitter.

As per the veteran jour-
nalist, the confessor in the
video is identified as Gogi's
accountant.

The accused can be
heard in the video com-
plaining that he is being ha-
rassed by the FIA and Na-
tional Accountability Bu-
reau, Samaa TV reported.--
IANS

New Omicron subvariant
continues to spread rapidly in US

Los Angeles, May  (IANS)
New Omicron subvariant
XBB.1.16 continues to
spread rapidly in the US,
with its prevalence increas-
ing to 12.5 per cent this
week, according to the lat-
est data updated by the US
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC).

The subvariant, referred
to as "arcturus," has be-
come the second dominant
strain in the country. It is es-

timated to account for
about 12.5 per cent of new
Covid-19 cases this week,
up from 8.4 per cent last
week, Xinhua news agency
reported, citing the CDC
data.

Experts warned that the
percentage is expected to
increase in the coming
weeks, with XBB.1.16 possi-
bly becoming the next
dominant coronavirus
strain in the country.

Lack of basic services upset
Sudanese as fighting enters 4th week

Khartoum, May 6 (IANS)
As the fighting between the
Sudanese Army and the
paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) enters the
fourth week, the residents of
the Sudanese capital
Khartoum are confronted
with more hardships due to
a lack of basic services.

Residents in Khartoum,
Omdurman and Bahri
(Khartoum North) are going
through a serious crisis that
features a short supply of
bread, water and electricity
as well as the exposure of
water and electricity facili-
ties to military strikes,
Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

On Friday, people who
fled shortly after the fight-
ing are left with no choices
but to re-emerge in a num-
ber of neighbourhoods in
the Sudanese capital, where
they are seeking to buy
some bread and other ne-
cessities.

Only a few bakeries are
still open in the three cities
of the capital, but they are
unable to supply enough
food due to the severe
shortage of flour, ongoing

power outages, and the lack
of cooking gas.

To solve the problems,
Sudanese Finance Minister
Jibril Ibrahim announced on
Friday the establishment of
two committees, one for
handling humanitarian
emergencies and the other
for monitoring the flow of
goods and services.

"We are making every
effort with the parties to
provide food and fuel,"
Ibrahim said in a statement
on Friday.

"Safe passages must be
kept open for medical staff
to reach their workplaces,
and for engineers to fix elec-
tricity and water problems,"
he added.

Several hospitals are out
of service due to a shortage
in medicines. According to
the Sudanese Doctors
Union, medical staff are un-
able to reach hospitals, and
health facilities have either
been destroyed or seized
and turned into military bar-
racks.

"We reject any military
presence inside medical fa-
cilities," the union said in a
statement on Friday.

The union urged the
conflicting parties to "pre-
vent the armed presence in
or near medical facilities and
medical institutions, stop
using them as bombing
platforms, and stop turning
them into a battlefield".

Additionally, Internet
services are hardly acces-
sible to the residents of
Khartoum, who are also fac-
ing difficulties in communi-
cating through the main
telecommunications net-
works.

Due to repeated power
outages and fuel shortage,
the telecommunications
sector in Sudan has had a
tough time in providing ser-
vices to subscribers ever
since the clashes broke out
between the army and the
RSF on April 15.

MTN Communication
Sudan announced on Friday
that it had to suspend all
services provided to sub-
scribers in Khartoum be-
cause of power outages at
its facilities.

"The generators' fuel
could not be transported
due to the current circum-
stances.

Vietnam's seafood exports feel
the pinch of global slowdown

Hanoi, May 6 (IANS) The
value of Vietnamese sea-
food exports slumped 28
per cent in April from a year
earlier to $810 million due to
weakening demand from
key markets, Dai Bieu Nhan
Dan newspaper reported on
Saturday.

The Vietnam Association
of Seafood Exporters and
Producers (VASEP) said glo-
bal economic slowdown is
taking a toll on Vietnam's
seafood exports and rising
input prices are weighing
on manufacturing activities,
Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

Seafood exports in the
first four months of the year
plummeted 29 per cent
from the same period last

year to $2.6 billion, accord-
ing to the General Statistics
Office.Shipments of
shrimps, a key earner, posted
a year-on-year plunge of 44
per cent in the January-April
period to $892 million, tra
catfish exports tumbled 46
per cent to $598 million, and
tuna shipments fell 40 per
cent to $250 million, the
VASEP said in an online
statement.

Exports to the US were
the hardest hit by slowing
consumption, down 57 per
cent in the first four months
from a year before to $418
million as Americans made
spending cuts on essentials
like food to cope with sky-
high inflation, said Le Hang,
head of communications for

the VASEP.Shrimp, which
normally accounts for up to
45 per cent of Vietnam's to-
tal annual seafood exports,
faced tougher competition
from low-priced, no-brand
products, especially in the
US market, she added.

Seafood exports to
China fell 37 per cent in the
period to $435 million, she
said.

The Southeast Asian
country has a big challenge
to deliver on its seafood ex-
port target of $10 billion this
year, due to headwinds for
its economy and worsening
global outlook.

Vietnam's seafood ex-
ports last year reach $11 bil-
lion for the first time, accord-
ing to the VASEP.

S.Korea to lower national crisis level for Covid-19 soon
Seoul, May (IANS) South

Korea plans to "swiftly"
lower its national crisis level
for Covid-19, the head of the
country's public health
agency said on Saturday, af-
ter the WHO declared an
end to the virus as a global
health emergency earlier
this week.

The Korea Disease Con-
trol and Prevention Agency
(KDCA) Commissioner Jee
Young-mee made the an-
nouncement in a statement,

following WHO's move on
Friday to end the public
health emergency of inter-
national concern that had
been in place since January
2020.

"By considering the
WHO Emergency Commit-
tee results, the trend of the
virus' spread at home and
abroad, domestic antivirus
measures, medical response
capabilities, policies of ma-
jor countries, and others, we
will swiftly confirm the

downgrade plan for the
Covid-19 emergency level
through an emergency as-
sessment meeting with ex-
perts," Jee said.

In March, South Korea
unveiled a roadmap to
eventually redefine Covid-
19 as an endemic and ease
the remaining virus restric-
tions after WHO declares an
end to the global emer-
gency status for the virus,
Yonhap news agency re-
ported.

Under the country's
first-stage plan, set to be
announced sometime this
month, the national crisis
level for the virus will be
lowered to an "alert" level
from the current "serious"
level among other mea-
sures.

With the downgrade,
the current mandatory
seven-day Covid-19 isola-
tion period will be reduced
to five days, operations of
temporary virus screening
centres and the govern-
ment-wide response from
the central disaster and
safety headquarters will
end, and daily virus tallies
will be announced weekly.

'Coronation historic day', says
British Deputy High Commissioner

Chandigarh, May 8
(IANS) On the occasion of
the coronation of King
Charles III, British Deputy
High Commissioner,
Caroline Rowett, on Satur-
day said it is a "historic day".

"Looking forward to a
day filled with pageantry
and spectacle for the coro-
nation of His Majesty King
Charles III. What a historic
day," an elated Rowett
tweeted.

The King and other
members of the Royal Fam-
ily welcomed Heads of State
and overseas guests to
Buckingham Palace, ahead

of Saturday's coronation.
India's Vice-President

Jagdeep Dhankhar too met
King Charles.

The Deputy High Com-
missioner, who is based in
London, retweeted
Dhankhar's tweet, "Hon'ble
Vice-President, Shri Jagdeep
Dhankhar interacted with
King Charles III during re-
ception hosted by him for
Commonwealth leaders at
Marlborough House, Lon-
don. @MEAIndia."

All eyes now turn to
Westminster Abbey and the
coronation of King Charles
III and Queen Camilla.

Sudanese army sends negotiators to Saudi
Arabia to discuss humanitarian truce

Khartoum, May  (IANS)
The Sudanese Army said
that it has sent negotiators
to the Saudi port city of
Jeddah to discuss the hu-
manitarian truce as part of
a Saudi-American initiative
to end the conflict in the Af-
rican country.

As part of the Saudi-
American initiative, a del-
egation of the Sudanese
Armed Forces left for
Jeddah to discuss the de-
tails relating to the truce,
Xinhua news agency re-
ported, citing a statement
issued on Friday by the
Sudanese army.

"This tends to secure

and prepare the suitable
circumstances to deal with
the humanitarian aspects
for our citizens under the
current conditions," the
statement added.

Earlier this week, both
the Sudanese army and the
paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) agreed to ex-
tend the truce for seven
days.

The RSF has not offi-
cially confirmed that it had
sent negotiators to Jeddah,
though local media reports
said so.

Sudan has been wit-
nessing deadly armed
clashes between the

Sudanese army and the RSF
in the capital city of
Khartoum and other areas
since April 15, with the two
sides accusing each other
of initiating the conflict.

According to UN statis-
tics, thousands of Sudanese
citizens have been dis-
placed or forced to seek ref-
uge in safe areas in Sudan
and neighboring countries,
including Egypt, Ethiopia
and Chad.

So far, the deadly
clashes have left 550
people dead and 4,926 oth-
ers wounded, according to
the Sudanese health minis-
try.--IANS

Satellite imagery suggests new construction
near N.Korea's satellite launch station

Seoul, May 6 (IANS) Re-
cent commercial satellite
imagery indicates new
construction is taking
place at North Korea's
major rocket launching
site in a move likely
aimed at modernising
the facility, according to
a recent report from a
US think-tank.

A coastal area previ-
ously used for agricul-
tural purposes near the
Sohae Satellite Launch-
ing Station in the
country's northwestern
province of North
Pyongan appears to be
undergoing construction
based on the satellite im-
agery taken on Sunday,
according to the 38 North
report released on Friday

(US time).
The rocket launching fa-

cility in Tongchang-ri is the
site where North Korea con-
ducted tests for its major
weapons systems, including

a high-thrust solid-fuel
rocket engine last Decem-
ber.

The report said agricul-
tural buildings at the site

were demolished about
two to three weeks earlier,
with new construction
starting sometime be-
tween April 19 and 30.

"It is unclear what this
new construction
will amount to but
it is likely part of
the overall effort to
modernise and en-
hance the satellite
launch facility, per
Kim Jong-un's
goals set forth in
March 2022," the
report added.

At the time, the
North's leader

made an on-site inspec-
tion of the facility and
called for its
modernisation, according
to state media.

SRINAGAR, People using umbrella to protect themselves from rain, in Srinagar on Saturday. UNI

NEW DELHI, BJP leaders Anil Baluni, Bhupender Yadav, Jitendra Singh, Tarun
Chugh and Om Pathak coming out after meeting the Chief Election Commis-
sioner, at Nirvachan Sadan, in New Delhi on Monday. UNI
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New Delhi, R. K. Vishnoi,

Chairman and Managing Di-
rector THDC India Limited
achieved another milestone
by taking over the respon-
sibility of Chairman of BRICS
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry. His exceptional en-
trepreneurial skills, unwa-
vering commitment, and re-
markable leadership quali-
ties have lead him to this
well-deserved achievement.

The BRICS Chamber of
Commerce and Industry is
an umbrella organization
that aims to promote com-
merce and industry in BRICS
nations. Established in 2012
by a group of distinguished
professionals and entrepre-
neurs, it is not-for-profit,
non-governmental organi-
zation and is registered un-
der the Societies Registra-
tion Act 1860 of Govern-
ment of India, and is also
empaneled with NITI Aayog.

Moreover, it is recog-
nized by the United Nations.

R. K. Vishnoi, CMD THDCIL takes over as Chairman
of BRICS Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Sh. R. K. Vishnoi, is currently
holding the additional re-
sponsibility of Chairman
and Managing Director of
NHPC and NEEPCO. He is a
renowned Engineer in
Power Sector in India as well
as in Global arena and has a
wide ranging international

exposure. He is the Presi-
dent of Indian Committee of
International Commission
of Large Dams (INCOLD)
and also represents India in
ICOLD for Seismic Technical
Committee. He is also a
member of World Bank Ex-
pert Group.

Manipal, 6th May 2023:
Gandhian Centre for Philo-
sophical Arts and Sciences,
MAHE organised a two-day
unique exhibition, ‘Neyge’
which showcased special
talks, documentary screen-
ings, and workshops on
Udupi sarees. The exhibition
was held at Gandhian Cen-
tre, Manipal on 5th and 6th
May and was inaugurated
by Mrs. Indira Ballal, Philan-
thropist, at Gandhian Cen-
tre, MAHE. Mrs. Mamata Rai,
President Kadike Trust, was
the Guest of Honour, and Dr.
HS Ballal, Pro-Chancellor
MAHE, presided over the in-
auguration ceremony. This
was followed by documen-
tary screenings and event
also included an exhibition
of Udupi sarees, a photo ex-
hibition, a history corner, a
Yakshagana Corner, and a
sale of Udupi sarees by the
weavers.

As a part of the Gandhi-
King Exchange initiative,
Neyge was launched by the

Gandhian Centre for Philosophical Arts and Sciences MAHE organised
a two-day exhibition, Neyge to promote sustainable fashion

U.S. Department of State’s
Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs. The exhibi-
tion of Udupi Sarees aims to
bring attention to the sig-
nificance of sustainable
fashion and conversations
about conscious consump-
tion.

Speaking about the in-
auguration, Dr. HS Ballal, Pro-
Chancellor, MAHE com-
mented, “This was an at-
tempt to bring Udupi sarees
which are close to the phi-

losophy of nature, to the
younger generation. We are
proud to provide a platform
that brought different schol-
ars, academicians, and
weavers together to share
their ideas and promote
sustainable fashion.”

Chief Guest, Mrs. Indira
Ballal, Philanthropist said,
“Reviving sustainable fash-
ion is a challenging task. It
was a delightful experience
to be a part of the support
system and bringing this

closer to the younger gen-
eration.”

Mrs. Mamata Rai, Presi-
dent Kadike Trust said, “I am
extremely proud to be a part
of the movement that aims
to combat environmental
impacts such air pollution,
water pollution, and climate
change being caused by the
fast fashion.”

Gandhi-King Fellowship
has been awarded by the
Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs, USA.

JOSH LITTLE TO TRAVEL BACK
HOME FOR NATIONAL DUTY

Mumbai, Josh Little, the Gujarat Titans fast
bowler, will travel back home for national duty fol-
lowing the match against Rajasthan Royals at Jaipur.
Little has been named in Ireland’s squad for the
three-match One-Day International (ODI) series
against Bangladesh, which starts on May 9.

“We wish Josh the best as he heads back to rep-
resent Ireland in the ODIs. He has had a good run
in his first Tata Indian Premier League and we look
forward to welcoming him back once he finishes
the ODI series,” said Vikram Solanki, Director of
Cricket-Gujarat Titans. Little will travel back to In-
dia to join the Gujarat Titans after the third ODI
against Bangladesh on May 14.

China wins 2023 FIBA 3x3
Women’s Series in Wuhan

Wuhan, May 8 (UNI) China claimed the title at
the first stop of the FIBA 3x3 Women’s Series after
storming past Australia 21-13 here on Sunday.

China and Australia both went undefeated in
their run prior to the final. In front of the home
crowd, China got into the game quickly and ex-
panded its lead as the match progressed, with
Zhang Zhiting’s putback securing their win.

“It was an important opportunity for us to test
our squad ahead of the World Cup. Our players
worked hard throughout this competition,” said
China head coach Xu Jiamin.China’s team for this
series features Tokyo Olympic bronze medalists
Wang Lili, Zhang Zhiting and Wan Jiyuan, along
with Zhang Yi, who was recruited into the team this
year.Zhang Zhiting scored a game-high nine points.
Wang, the tournament’s MVP, had three, while Wan
and Zhang Yi contributed five and four points re-
spectively.

China sweeps 9 golds at Diving
World Cup in Montreal

Montreal, Canada, May 8 (UNI) Chinese divers
swept all nine gold medals on offer at the World
Aquatics Diving World Cup here on Sunday.

The “Dream Team” captured five more golds and
one silver on the final day.

In the women’s 10m platform, Quan Hongchan
and Chen Yuxi of China won gold and silver with
458.20 points and 438.90, respectively, leading by
a large margin. Andrea Spendolini-Sirieix of Britain
earned the bronze with 357.80.

In the women’s 3m springboard, Chen Yiwen of
China finished first with a cumulative score of
404.70, followed by Canadian Pamela Ware with
365.40 and American Sarah Bacon with 357.85.

In the men’s 10m platform, Yang Hao of China
won gold with a cumulative score of 580.25, Japan’s
Rikuto Tamai took silver with a score of 513.45, and
Nathan Zsombor-Murray of Canada earned bronze
with a score of 507.80.

I of China won gold with a cumulative score of
556.75. Australian Li Shixin captured silver with a
score of 465.25. Germany’s Moritz Wesemann se-
cured bronze with a score of 461.45.In the team
event, China came from behind to win with 489.25,
with Canada and Australia finishing second and
third, respectively.Over 20 countries and regions
were competing at the second stop of the Diving
World Cup in Montreal from May 5 to 7.China won
all nine gold medals at the World Cup’s first leg in
Xi’an, China in April.

AHMEDABAD   TUESDAY  9/5/2023

Hockey India names 20-member Indian
Women’s Hockey Team for Australia Tour

New Delhi, May 8 (UNI)
Hockey India on Monday
named the 20-member  In-
dian Women’s Hockey
Team for a three-match
Series against Australia to
be held in Adelaide from
May 18.

They will also play two
games  against Australia ‘A’.
The tour will be part of the
team’s preparations
ahead of the all-important
Hangzhou Asian Games
2023.

The Indian  Team for
Australia Tour will be led
by ace goalie Savita who
was  recently bestowed
with the Balbir Singh Sr
Hockey India Player of the
Year (2022) Award.

She will be ably as-
sisted by Deep Grace Ekka
as the  Vice Captain.

Bichu Devi Kharibam is
the second goalkeeper
named in the  squad with
defenders Deep Grace
Ekka, Nikki Pradhan, Ishika
Chaudhary,  Udita and
Gurjit Kaur. Midfielders in-
clude Nisha, Navjot

Kaur, Monika,  Salima
Tete, Neha, Navneet Kaur,
Sonika, Jyoti, and Baljeet
Kaur.

India’s  forward line will
be spearheaded by the
seasoned striker Vandana
Katariya who has more
than 250 International
Caps. She will be joined by
Lalremsiami, Sangita
Kumari and Sharmila Devi.

Speaking about  the
team selection, Chief
Coach Janneke Scopman
said, “We are excited to
have international expo-

sure again after 2 intense
training blocks.

 Australia are a formi-
dable opponent that loves
to play attacking hockey
with speed. I t will be a
great test for us, and we
will endeavour to  match
their speed on offence
while maintaining our de-
fensive ground.”

India  will face Austra-
lia on May 18, 20, 21 and
Australia ‘A’ on May 25 and
27. The Mate Stadium in
Adelaide  will host all five
games.Indian Team:

Anticipate a run-fest as KKR
take on Punjab Kings at Eden

Kolkata, May 8 (UNI)
Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR)
and Punjab Kings ( PBKS)
faced each other at Eden
Gardens here on Monday.

PBKS, who have won
three out of their last five
matches against KKR, had
also registered victory in
their last encounter  which
was the season-opener for
both these teams.

The two teams are sepa-
rated by just 2 points in the
table  and both teams will
go into this fixture with the
intent of grabbing  the 2
points at any cost.

The Punjab Kings come
into this contest having
posted 4 200+ scores in
their last 4 games whilst the
KKR have won 2  of their last
3. With the Eden being one
of the best tracks to bat on
this season, another run fest
cannot be ruled out.

With their  backs against
the wall, the KKR found a
way to wrestle a memorable

win against the Sunrisers in
the previous match, as
Varun Chakravarthy  bowled
3 incredible overs to stifle
the opposition into defeat.

The  KKR will carry the
confidence from the win
into this fixture. In  terms of
the head to head record, the
KKR have won 20 of their 32
fixtures against the visitors.

Earlier this season, in the
reverse  fixture in Mohali, the
KKR fell short by 7 runs (D/
L) chasing 191 to  win in a
rain interrupted tie. With
both teams now looking to
mount a  late run at the play-
off spots, the stakes are as
high as they have ever
been.Among the  bowlers,
Sunil Narine has 33 wickets
with incredible best figures
of  5/19 against the Punjab
Kings. Both the West Indians
are due for a big  perfor-
mance this season and the
KKR will be hopeful their star
men  come in clutch at this
stage of the tournament.

Tamim issues fresh challenge to
Bangladesh ahead of World Cup
Chelmsford, May 8 (UNI)

Bangladesh ODI captain
Tamim Iqbal has issued a
challenge to his players by
declaring spots are still up
for grabs in  his side for this
year’s ICC Men’s Cricket
World Cup in India.

The  Asian side have al-
ready qualified for this year’s
50-over showcase and  get
the chance to hone their
skills further during upcom-
ing series  against Ireland
and Afghanistan.

Bangladesh’s first as-
signment is  three ICC Men’s
Cricket World Cup Super
League matches against Ire-
land  this week and the Ti-
gers will be without a host
of key players for the  trio of
games in Chelmsford, the
ICC reported.

Key pacer Taskin Ahmed
is  sidelined through injury
and experienced batter
Mahmud Ullah is being
rested, with a host of fringe
players being trialled ahead
of the World  Cup that is
scheduled to take place in
India later in the year.

Tamim  knows competi-

tion for places is healthy
among his squad and said
there  was still plenty to play
out before Bangladesh
chooses their squad for  the
World Cup.

“There are no particular
spots that, I can guarantee,
are already fixed,” Tamim
boldly declared.

“We will play this series
and then the next one in dif-
ferent conditions and the
best possible team

will go (to the World
Cup),” he said.

“For now, whoever has
gotten the opportunity has
done well, for instance,
Towhid Hridoy,” Tamim

said.
“It’s too early to com-

ment but the one series he
played in, he has done ex-
ceptionally well,” he said.

Bangladesh’s  form dur-
ing the Super League has
been superior to that of
Ireland’s,  with Tamim’s
charges sitting fourth in the
standings courtesy of 13
victories from the 21 ODI
matches they have
contested.They  can rise

above England and India
and finish as high as second
on the  standings with a
clean sweep over Ireland,
but Tamim knows the Euro-
pean  side will be difficult to
beat in conditions they will
be more  accustomed to.

“I don’t want to use the
word favourites a lot,”
Tamim noted.

“We  came here to play
good cricket and win games
but in cricket, you can’t  say
anything beforehand in
terms of what will happen.
They are a good  team in
these conditions and they
are quite familiar with the
conditions. We hope that it
will be a good and competi-
tive series,” he added.

Bangladesh  squad to
play Ireland: Tamim Iqbal (c),
Litton Das, Rony Talukdar,
Najmul Hossain Shanto,
Towhid Hridoy, Shakib Al
Hasan, Mushfiqur Rahim,
Yasir Ali, Mehidy Hasan
Miraz, Taijul Islam, Ebadot
Hossain, Shoriful  Islam,
Mustafizur Rahman, Hasan
Mahmud, Mrittunjoy
Chowdhury

Scientists say advanced aliens
may soon detect life on Earth

London, May 6 (IANS)
Aliens on nearby stars could
detect Earth through radio
signals leaked from the
planet, a new research has
said.

Using crowd-sourced
data, scientists from The
University of Manchester
and the University of
Mauritius simulated radio
leakage from mobile towers
to study what alien
civilisations

 might detect from
nearby stars such as
Barnard's star, located six
light years away from Earth.

According to the re-
search published in the
Monthly Notices of the
Royal Astronomical Society
journal, scientists found that
only more technologically
advanced civilisations
would be able to detect the
current levels of mobile
tower radio leakage from
Earth.

"Although it's true we
have fewer powerful TV and
radio transmitters today, the

proliferation of mobile com-
munication systems around
the world is profound. While
each system represents rela-
tively low radio powers indi-
vidually, the integrated
spectrum of billions of these
devices is substantial," said
Professor Mike Garrett, Team
Leader of the project and
Director of Jodrell Bank Cen-
tre for Astrophysics at The
University of Manchester.

"The Earth is already
anomalously bright in the
radio part of the spectrum;
if the trend continues, we
could become readily de-
tectable by any advanced
civilisation with the right
technology," he added.

According to scientists,
the Earth's mobile radio sig-
nature includes substantial
contributions from develop-
ing countries, including Af-
rica, which they say is a re-
markable development and
highlights the country's suc-
cess in bypassing the
landline phase and moving
straight into the digital age.

New robotic surgery training centre at
AIIMS to transform healthcare: Experts

New Delhi, May 6 (IANS)
The new robotic surgery
training centre at AIIMS in
the Capital will provide
much-needed robotic sur-
gery skills to hundreds of
surgeons who can deliver
better outcomes to patients
by increasing access to
high-quality medical care
and reducing costs, experts
said on Saturday.

AIIMS New Delhi and In-
dia Medtronic Pvt Ltd, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of
Medtronic, this week an-
nounced the opening of a
state-of-the-art surgical ro-
botics training centre at the
nation's premier healthcare
destination.

The centre will provide
surgeons with best-in-class
training in robotic-assisted
surgery.It is the first such
centre at AIIMS utilising
Medtronic's Hugo robotic-
assisted surgery (RAS) sys-
tem, which was first intro-
duced in India in September
2021."Together, we will
make training and educa-

tion on the latest technol-
ogy more accessible and
enhance the skill sets of
both current and the next
generation of surgeons,"
said Michael Blackwell, Vice
President and Managing Di-
rector, Medtronic India.

Dr Minu Bajpai, HOD
Paediatric Surgery and Dean
Academics, AIIMS, said that
surgical robotics and artifi-
cial intelligence are already
changing the way surgical
care is delivered.

"This initiative will pave
the way for surgeons to
progress from open and
laparoscopic surgery to ad-
vanced RAS and will shorten
their learning curve to mas-
ter robotic techniques,"
Bajpai added.

The training centre will
offer a broad spectrum of
training to enhance the
knowledge and skill set in
RAS, ranging from basic
skills training to procedural
training to more advanced
and specialised areas in soft-
tissue surgery.

DOHA, Winfred Mutile Yavi (R) of Bahrain competes during the women's
3000m Steeplechase race at the 2023 Diamond League athletics meeting at
Suhaim bin Hamad Stadium in Doha, capital of Qatar, May 5, 2023.  UNI

Alcaraz wins in
Madrid to reclaim
number one spot

Madrid, May 8 (UNI)
Carlos Alcaraz won the
Madrid Open men’s title by
defeating German Jan-
Lennard Struff 6-4, 3-6, 6-3 in
Sunday’s final.

The win means Alcaraz
will return to No. 1 in the
world rankings if he partici-
pates in the Rome Masters
this week, but he had to
work hard against a player
significantly lower in the
rankings who had enjoyed a
fairytale tournament.

Struff had already made
history by reaching the final
in Madrid, becoming the
first ‘lucky loser’ from quali-
fying to reach a Masters fi-
nal. Alcaraz started off by
breaking Struff’s serve, but
the German refused to be
intimidated and battled
hard to try and draw level.
He had his chance in the last
game of the set, racing to
40-0, before Alcaraz fought
back to win the game and
the set.“

tion is designed to make a
statement and keep wearers
at the forefront of fashion.
The designs are minimalistic
yet practical, featuring leg-
gings with pockets and
tracks with draw-stringed
waistbands for added sup-
port.

There are a total of 150
styles on offer at affordable
prices, making it an attrac-
tive value proposition.

"We are excited to
launch PUMP'D, a brand that
is inspired by the movement
of bodies and built on that
very philosophy," said Ms.
Anjali Rattan, Business
Chairperson, RattanIndia
Enterprises Ltd. "Our prod-
ucts are designed to keep
you comfortable while you
work out, and our quality
standards are unmatched.
With PUMP'D, we are com-
mitted to providing our cus-
tomers with a collection that
combines performance
with style."

RattanIndia Enterprises launches its direct-to-
consumer athleisure wear brand PUMP’D

New Delhi, RattanIndia
Enterprises Ltd. is pleased to
announce the launch of its
newest direct-to-consumer
athleisure wear brand
PUMP’D by its 100% wholly
owned subsidiary
Neobrands Limited. PUMP’D
is a high-performance
athleisure line designed for
fitness enthusiasts who
want to feel good while
looking good. It features a
range of functional and
comfortable men's and
women's active wear, in-
cluding tank-tops, T-shirts,
leggings, capris, tracks, and
joggers, that are perfect for
workouts, running errands,
or just lounging at home.

 PUMP’D is available for
customers across the coun-
try through its brand store
on e-commerce platform,
Amazon. With just a few
clicks, customers can conve-
niently shop PUMP’D prod-
ucts and have them deliv-
ered to their doorstep pan

India. You can explore the
full range of PUMP’D and
buy from the brand store by
visiting www.amazon.in/
pumpd .

The product line of
PUMP’D is built on the phi-
losophy of movement, and
the garments are made with
the highest quality stan-
dards. Soft and lightweight
fabrics are used that are
breathable and quick-dry-
ing, with added properties
such as anti-odour and UV
protection. The styles are
form-flattering, with subtle
details such as contrast
tapes and stitches that add
an element of excitement to
the line.

The collection is a cut-
ting-edge fusion of classic
and contemporary styles,
featuring a bold and vibrant
color palette inspired by the
latest fashion trends. From
the women's line's playful
pastels to the men's line's
daring oranges, the collec-

Ajay Kapur, CEO – recognized
amongst the Top Visionary CEOs by
the HR Association of India

Mumbai, ACC and Ambuja Cements, the cement and
building material companies of Adani Cement and part of
Adani Group, is delighted to announce that Mr. Ajay Kapur,
CEO, Adani Cement, ACC and Ambuja Cements has been
recognized as one of the Top Visionary CEOs by the HR
Association of India (HRAI).

HRAI announced the list of Visionary CEOs as part of
the 23 of 2023 initiative aimed at recognising leaders who
have demonstrated exceptional leadership, strategic vision,
and business acumen in their respective organizations.

The list features 23 notable CEOs, including Mr. Ajay
Kapur, who has been featured for his outstanding contri-
butions to his organization and the cement sector. His lead-
ership has been instrumental in driving growth and inno-
vation for the cement business.

Mr. Ajay Kapur, CEO, Cement Business, said, “I am truly
humbled and honored to be recognized amongst the Top
Visionary CEOs by the HR Association of India. This recog-
nition is a testament to the hard work and dedication of
the entire team at Adani Cement. I strongly believe that
exceptional leadership is all about inspiring and empow-
ering people, and this recognition further inspires me to
continue leading our team with a clear vision and unwa-
vering commitment to our goals. I dedicate this award to
my team who have played an instrumental role in our suc-
cess." The recognition from the HR Association of India is a
testament to Mr. Kapur's outstanding contributions to the
industry. He has not only demonstrated exceptional lead-
ership but has also inspired others in his field.
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Manufacturer & Exporter
of Speciality  Chemicals

CMC-Sodium Carboxymethyl Cellulose
For Textiles, Detergents, Paints, Pesti-

cide, Ceramic, Oil well drilling,  Welding
Electrodes etc.

CMS-Carboxy Methyl Starch
For Textiles, Briquettes,

Cellulose Powder For welding rods
Address : Plot No 5623/c, Phase II,

GIDC Industrial Area, Vatva,
Ahmedabad-382445. Gujarat India.
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Mumbai, 08 May 2023:
Mumbai based IT and Cloud
Infrastructure rising com-
pany Varanium Cloud Lim-
ited has reported robust
growth in its earning re-
ported for the Q4FY2023
and FY2023 owing to its ex-
pansion in the cloud tech-
nology business and roll out
of data centres across the
places.

Company has reported a
net profit of Rs 29.48 crore
against Revenue of Rs
150.32 crore in the March
quarter. The company re-
ported a nearly 38% in-
crease in sales over the pre-
vious quarter, which was
driven by its new data cen-
tre operations. The company
has recorded total sales of
Rs 383.36 crore in FY2023
against which net profit has
been reported as Rs 82.44
crore. Compared to the pre-
vious financial year net
profit of Rs. 8.40 crore, the
profit in FY23 has increased
almost 10 times. EBITDA
margin stood at 29.48% in
the March quarter with
EBITDA of Rs 44.32 crore as
against 36.17% in the previ-
ous quarter, the decline in
EBITDA margin was mainly
due to depreciation ex-
penses of the data centre
which was set up earlier.

Varanium Cloud posted mammoth earnings
in FY2023 with 10 times growth in profits

Annualised EBITDA has
been strong at 31.11% this
year.

Company has declared
total dividend of Rs.10
(100%) in Financial Year
2023, in the recent board
meeting company has de-
clared final dividend of Rs.7
and Rs.3 was paid during
the previous fiscal as a part
of Interim Dividend. Com-
pany has announced major
corporate action and re-
warded its shareholders by
issuing bonus shares in a ra-
tio of 1:1 ( one equity share
for one equity share held). It
has also approved the sub-
division of one equity share
of face value of Rs.10 each
fully paid up into 2 equity
shares of face value of Rs.5
each fully paid up via stock-
split for which 12th May
2023 has been set as a
record date.

Recently QMS in part-
nership with MAS (Medical
Allied Services), unveiled a
cloud-based medical wear-
able device named “Vyana”
on 21 April 2023.

Vyana aims to address
the growing need for medi-
cal wearables that provide
timely assistance and is de-
signed to continuously
monitor vital parameters
and send instant notifica-

tions as well as directly con-
tact the user and their emer-
gency contacts in case of
significant fluctuations,
making it must be used for
high risk groups.

It has entered into a pro-
cessing services agreement
with Que Processing Ser-
vices Pvt Ltd to launch Rupe
prepaid cards leveraging its
physical infrastructure in
non-urban markets. As
emphasised by the
company's management,
they will continue to grow at
the same revenue run-rate
in FY 2024 as well. Apart
from that, they expect a new
business cable cloud (OTT
streaming platform ser-
vices) to go live in Q1FY24.
EaaS (e-commerce as a ser-
vice) is garnering significant
traction and expects this to
grow to 20% of total rev-
enue in FY24.

The Company came out
with an SME IPO in Septem-
ber 2022 at an issue price of
Rs.122 per share and gets
listed on NSE EMERGE plat-
form. In the short span of
listing the stock has deliv-
ered whooping returns of
12 times on its IPO price, re-
cording an all time high of
1602 per share in January
2023. Currently stock is trad-
ing at around 780 per share.

R&D efforts. The company
plans to invest an additional
?2,000 crores to enhance its
reserve base and ramping up
CBM production to contrib-
ute at least ~5% to India's
total gas production.

EOGEPL invests in Microbial eCBM
Technology to Boost CBM Production
Mumbai: Essar Oil and

Gas Exploration and Produc-
tion Ltd (EOGEPL), India’s
pioneering unconventional
hydrocarbon (Coal Bed
Methane) player, today an-
nounced its investment in
Microbial eCBM technology
to boost CBM production.

This initiative is in line
with EOGEPL's commitment
to invest in R&D and im-
prove operations.

EOGEPL has collabo-
rated with The Energy & Re-
sources Institute (TERI) and
ONGC Energy Centre (OEC)
to establish the potential of
eCBM Microbial technology
in the Raniganj-East Block of
the company. The feasibility
test of the technique has
been completed in collabo-
ration with TERI-OEC, and in
parallel R&D is ongoing for
full-field application.

Commenting on the ini-
tiative Mr. Pankaj Kalra, CEO
of EOGEPL said, "The invest-
ment in Microbial eCBM
technology demonstrates
our commitment to in-
crease production and re-
serves base. With this initia-
tive, we aim to upsurge gas
production while contribut-
ing towards our Hon. PM's
vision of becoming a 'Gas-
Based Economy' in the next

decade." After extensive
study, eCBM Microbial
stimulation has been com-
pleted in five wells of
Raniganj-East Block of the
Company. These wells will
be monitored for the com-
ing three to six months, and
based on the results, along
with final optimization of
design, EOGEPL will imple-
ment the technology at large
scale to maximize gas yield
and improve reserves base.
The Microbial Treatment is
one of the "Enhanced Recov-
ery Methods" used in the oil
& gas industry to increase
reserves. With the introduc-
tion of the Microbial Stimu-
lation Technology, an up-
surge in production of CBM
gas is expected, while im-
proving the reserve base by
up to 10%. EOGEPL has so far
invested in excess of ?5,000
Crores in exploration to com-
mercial development of the
Raniganj CBM Block and is
the only E&P Company in In-
dia to produce over 80 BCF
of CBM till date.

As the largest CBM pro-
ducer in the country, EOGEPL
is committed to investing in
cutting-edge technologies
such as hydro-fracking, radial
drilling, and microbial treat-
ments to further advance its

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  PRANAV GOVARDHAN
DAVE to PRANAV DAVE
Add. 901, Prasad Tower,
Near Nehrunagar Circle,

Ahmedabad-380015
623

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  ZALA DIVYARAJ

GHELUBHA to ZALA
DIVYARAJSINH GHELUBHA

Add. 2, Valkeshwar
Bunglows, Sanand,
Ahmedabad-382110
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Amod Municipality
-: E-Tender Notice :-

Chief Officer Amod Municipality is inviting Tender Under SJMMSVY 2021-22,
Manoranjan kar 2019-20 Grant.

For more Details Regarding Tender and work you can Visit www.nprocure.com
and www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in website Amod Municipality will have the
final power to accept or reject any tender without stating any reason.

Rehuldev Dhodia
I/c Chief Officer

Amod Muni.

Bijal Bharwad
stan.co.chairman

Amod Muni.

Maheshbhai Patel
President

Amod Muni.

Sr.       Work description Est.cost. Tender EMD Cost
No Cost
1 Amod Nagarpalika Vaious Area Road, Paver 93.59 2832/- 93598/-

Block, Garden, Protection wall works under Lac
SJMMSVY Grant 2021-22 Online Tender

INF/BCH/87/23-24

Online Download of Tender Date and time Dt.23/05/2023 up to 6.10 o’clock
Physical Submission RPAD/Speed post of Tender Dt.29/05/2023 up to 6.10 o’clock
Fee, EMD and other Document Date and time
Online Opening of the Technical Bid Date Dt.30/05/2023 (if Possible)

Amod Municipality
-: E-Tender Notice :-  2023-24

Chief Officer Amod Municipality is inviting Tender Under Amrut 2.0 Swap-1 & Amrit
Sarovar Grant.

For more Details Regarding Tender and work you can Visit www.nprocure.com and
www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in website Amod Municipality will have the final power to accept or
reject any tender without stating any reason.

Rehuldev Dhodia
I/c Chief Officer

Amod Muni.

Bijal Bharwad
stan.co.chairman

Amod Muni.

Maheshbhai Patel
President

Amod Muni.

Sr.       Work description Est.cost. Tender EMD Cost
No Cost
1 Water Body Rejuvenation project of Motu Talav 594.36 14160.00 594400.00

under Amrut: 2 (SWAP:1) & Amrit Sarovar Lac
(Special Swap) Grant for Amod Nagarpalika

INF/BCH/86/23-24

Online Download of Tender Date and time Dt.03/06/2023 up to 6.10 o’clock
Physical Submission RPAD/Speed post of Tender Dt.09/06/2023 up to 6.10 o’clock
Fee, EMD and other Document Date and time
Online Opening of the Technical Bid Date Dt.12/06/2023 (if Possible)

NOTIFICATION
GOVERNMENT OF GUJARAT

REVENUE  DEPARTMENT,
SECRETARIAT, GANDHINAGAR

(The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land
Acquision, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013) (30 of

2013)
District : Surat        Date : 27 APR,
2023
NO: AM-M-2023-161-LSU-122022-1265-GH

Whereas it appears to the Government of Gujarat that, the land
specified in the SCHEDULE annexed hereto, is likely to be needed
for the public purpose of Construction of infrastructure project of
“STATION BOX & UTILITY PURPOSE AT CHOWK BAZAR METRO,
CORRIDOR-1” (hereinafter referred to as “the public Purpose
Project”).

1. Now whereas, the Government of Gujarat, Revenue
Department  has, in exercise of the powers conferred , by
section 10A (inserted  by section 3 of The Right to Fair
Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition,
Rehabilitation and Resettlement (Gujarat Amendment) Act,
2013 (30 of 2013) (hereinafter referred to as “The Act”)
exempted, in public interest, by Notification No.AM-M-2022-
284-LSU-122022-1265-GH,) Dated: 15/07/2022, published
in the Extraordinary Gazatte of Gujarat Government dated:
04/08/2022, the below mentioned Scheduled area of  land,
to be acquired for the infrastructure project of The “STATION
BOX & UTILITY PURPOSE AT CHOWK BAZAR METRO
STATION, CORRIDOR-1” from the application of the
provisions of Chapter II and III of The Act, and

2) Now Whereas, in exercise of the powers conferred by
subsection (1) of section 43 of The Act. The Government of
Gujarat has appointed by Notification no.AM-M-2022-374-
LSU-122022-1265-CH Dated. 03/10/2022, Special Land
Acquisition officer Branch No.4, Surat as the Administrator
of Rehabilitation and Resettlement in respect of the
Schedule land to be acquired for construction of the
captioned infrastructure project and,

3) Now whereas, in exercise of the powers, conferred by
subsection (1) of Section-11 of “The Reight to Fair
Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition,
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act-2013” (30 of 2013), the
Government of Gujarat has notified vide their Notification
No.AM-M-2022-374-LSU-122022-1265-CH Dated. 03/10/
2022, that the said Scheduled land is required for the public
purpose specified here above.

4) And whereas, the Government of Gujarat is satisfied after
considering the report made by The District Collector, Surat
under sub-section (2) of section 15 of The Act, that the said
land is needed to be acquired for “The Public Purpose
Project” specified in the Schedule hereto, and

5) Now, therefore, in exercise of the power conferred by sub-
section (1) section-19 of The Act, the Government of Gujarat
hereby declares that the said Scheduled land is required
for the public purpose specified in the Schedule hereto.

6) In execise of the Power conferred by clause (g) of Section-
3 of The Act, the Government of Gujarat hereby appoints
Special Land Acquisition Officer Branch, No.4, Surat ro
perform the functions of a Collector, for all proceeding
hereinafter to be carried out under The Act, in respect of
the said scheduled lands.

7) The plans of Scheduled land can be inspected at the office
of the Special Land Acquisition Officer Branch No.4,
M.S.Building, Nanpura, Surat.

(P.N.Chavada)
Deputy Secretary to Government.Mahiti/Surat/179/2023

Sr. Village T.P.No. F.P. Ward City Area of the
No No. No. Survey Acquired

No. Land (Sq.mts.)
1. Katargam - - 11 2044-A 42.04

Grand Total 42.04

District: Surat     Taluka: Katargaam       Village:Katargam

Be order in the name of the Governor of Gujarat.

SCHEDULE
Surat Metro Rail Project  Corridor-1 (CHOWK BAZAR

METRO STATION)

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  PATEL CHANDRAKANT

MOHANLAL to PATEL
CHANDRAKANTBHAI

MOHANBHAI
Add. Ghanshyam Nagar,
At-Manekpur, Ta-Mansa

Dist.Gandhinagar-382845
621

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  SADDAM NASIR AHAMD

ANSARI to SADDAM
HUSAIN  NASIR AHAMD

ANSARI
Add. 22/698, Saheri Garib

Avas Yojana, Ajit Mill
Compound, Rakhial
Ahmedabad-380023

622

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  JAIN NATHMAL
GANESHMAL to

FALGUNIYA
NARENDRABHAI

GANESHMAL
Add. 7, Kunjgiri Flat,

Nr. Rukshmani Hospital,
Khokhra,

Ahmedabad-380008
D003

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  VAISHNAV SANGITABEN

TUSHARKUMAR to
VAISHNAV SANGITABEN

TUSHARBHAI
Add. Plot No.513,

Adarshnagar Sector No-24,
Gandhinagar

625

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  VAISHNAV

TUSHARKUMAR
ROHITBHAI to VAISHNAV
TUSHARBHAI ROHITBHAI

Add. Plot No.513,
Adarshnagar Sector No-24,

Gandhinagar
625A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  VAISHNAV PURVA
TUSHARKUMAR to
VAISHNAV PURVA

TUSHARBHAI
Add. Plot No.513,

Adarshnagar Sector No-24,
Gandhinagar

625B

CHANGE OF SURNAME
I have changed my old

surname MALIHA ZAKIR
MOTARWALA to MALIHA

ZAKIR MOTORWALA and I
will be known as my new

name so concerned please
note.

Address: Mota Ghanchiwad,
Valsad, Gujarat, India -

396001
C010

Go Airlines’ ‘May Day’ call puts lenders in a spot
Chennai, May 6 (IANS)

Was the ‘May Day’ call by the
Wadia group’s low cost airline
on May 2 while voluntarily
landing in the National Com-
pany Law Tribunal (NCLT)
with an insolvency petition
blaming the engine supplier
Pratt & Whitney for its woes, a
strategy to get loan write offs?

It is the question that begs an
answer. The airline’s decision
to apply for insolvency blam-
ing the engine supplier has
taken its lenders, creditors,
staff, credit rating agency and
others entirely by surprise.At
the time of the airline landing
at the NCLT, the lending banks
have not declared the airline

as a non-performing asset
(NPA). Perhaps, Go Airlines is
the first airline to blame the
engine maker for its financial
woes.Two days later credit
rating agency, Brickwork Rat-
ings said it has downgraded
the ratings for Go Airlines’
bank loan facilities aggregat-
ing Rs 2,918.33 crore at ‘BWR

D’ based on best available in-
formation, as the issuer did
not cooperate.“As per initial
reports, the lenders have op-
posed any moratorium on
the debt repayment obliga-
tions,” Brickwork Ratings said
in its report. “The company
has continued to remain non-
cooperative, and the present
position of the accounts are
not available,” the credit rat-

ing agency said in its report
on May 4.Be that as it may,
according to a report in a
leading financial daily, the Go
Airlines’ promoters may pull
out their insolvency petition
if the lenders accept a cut in
their loans whereas the bank-
ers are willing to lend more
and extend the duration.
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Country witnessed tremendous growth
in technological advancements in last 9
yrs: Jitendra Singh

New Delhi, May 8 (UNI) Union Minister for Science
and Technology Jitendra Singh on Monday said In-
dia has witnessed tremendous growth in technologi-
cal advancements in the past 9 years.

The minister made the statement during a high
level joint meeting of Science Ministries and depart-
ments, including Science and Technology, Biotech-
nology, CSIR, Earth Sciences, Space and Atomic En-
ergy, here.He said this has been possible due to the
“landmark” reforms undertaken by the Narendra
Modi-led government.Singh also said that this year
all the Science Ministries and Departments will jointly
observe National Technology Day on May 11.

“National Technology Day highlights the achieve-
ments of tech giants, researchers, and engineers in
technology in our country. This year, the focus theme
of NTD will be ‘Atal Tinkering Labs’, a pathbreaking
initiative undertaken in 2016 under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to create and pro-
mote innovation StartUps and entrepreneurship via
intervention at the level of school and teaching in-
stitution,” the minister said.

SC refuses to entertain Manish
Kashyap’s petition, against
multiple FIRs in Bihar and TN on
his alleged fake videos

New Delhi, May 8 (UNI) Supreme Court in its or-
der on Monday refused to entertain blogger Manish
Kashyap’s petition against multiple FIRs in Bihar and
TNlamil Nadu on his alleged fake video relating to
violence against migrant labourers from Bihar in TN.

“We can’t be seen lending support to you. You
publish anything and create disquiet,” the Supreme
Court, in its order said, on Monday, and refused to
entertain Manish Kashyap’s petition, and asked him
to approach the concerned State High Court for any
relief.This order of the Supreme Court seemed to be
a major setback for Manish Kashyap.

PM announces ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh
to next kin of boat tragedy victims

Thiruvananthapuram, May 8 (UNI) Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi announced ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh
each to the next kin of those who lost their lives due
to the boat mishap in Malappuram in Kerala on Sun-
day evening.The Prime Minister tweeted that “Pained
by the loss of lives due to the boat mishap in
Malappuram, Kerala. Condolences to the bereaved
families. An ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh from PMNRF would
be provided to the next of kin of each
deceased.”Meanwhile, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijjayan who condoled the demise of those who died
in the boat tragedy informed that h? will visit the ac-
cident spot and meet the bereaved families on Mon-
day.

Jalandhar LS by-polls:
Lacklustre campaigning ends
Chandigarh, May 8 (UNI)

Campaign for the Jalandhar
Lok Sabha bypolls, which is
going to end

at 1800 hrs on Monday,
was sort of lacklustre as Na-
tional Leaders including the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah as well as Con-
gress biggies like Rahul and
Priyanka Gandhi chose to
remain away from Punjab
this time.

The by-election was ne-
cessitated due to the de-
mise of Congress MP
Santokh Singh Chaudhary
after collapsing during the
Congress’s ‘’Bharat Jodo
Yatra’’ in January. The Con-
gress has fielded
Chaudhary’s wife Karamjeet
Kaur Chaudhary.Ruling Aam

Aadmi Party’s candidate is
former Congress MLA from
Jalandhar West, Sushil
Kumar Rinku. Shiromani
Akali Dal-Bahujan Samaj
Party candidate Dr.
Sukhwinder Sukhi and BJP’s
Inder Iqubal Singh Atwal
were also in the fray.

The byelection was im-
portant for AAP, which
formed the government af-
ter winning 92 seats

of 117-member assem-
bly but lost the Sangrur LS
byelection to Akali Dal
(Amritsar).

The seat was vacated by
Bhagwant Singh Mann after
he became Chief Minister.
So, AAP is leaving no stone
unturned to win the
Jalandhar byelection. Mr
Mann along with party’s

National Convener and New
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal did roadshows in
the last couple of the days.
AAP’s ministers as well as
MLAS have also been as-
signed duties for the
byelection. Luckily for the
party, police crackdown
against ‘’Waris Punjab De’’
chief Amritpal Singh and his
associates ended on a posi-
tive note last month with
the radical Sikh preacher’s
dramatic surrender after 35
days. However, an alleged
obscene video of a Minister
surfaced followed by a com-
plaint with National Com-
mission for Scheduled
Castes (NCSC) alleging
‘’sexual assault’’ by a man,
has put the party in the
soup.

World Thalassemia Day : TSCS
conducts 1k run/walk in Hyderabad

Hyderabad, May 8 (UNI)
Thalassemia Sickle Cell Soci-
ety ( TSCS) in association
with Indian Academy of Pae-
diatrics (IAP), twin cities
branch on Monday con-
ducted “Walk For A Cause”-
a 1k run/walk at Necklace
road here.

The event was orga-
nized on the occasion of
World Thalassemia Day, with
the aim of spreading aware-
ness about the hereditary
blood disorder and promot-
ing the mission to eradicate
it forever. Tollywood actors
Sudhakar Komakula, Rakshit
Atluri were the guests for
the walk.

The event was flagged
off from the “Love

Hyderabad Sculpture” at 6
AM by Dr. Chandrakant
Agarwal, TSCS President,
and Dr. Laxman Garlapati,
President, IAP.

They were joined by Dr.
N. L. Sridhar, Secretary, IAP,
and Dr. RSV Srikrishna, Trea-
surer, IAP, Dr. Suman Jain,
CEO & Secretary, TSCS, Ms.
Ratnavali Kothapalli, Vice
President ? TSCS & Mr M A
Aleem Baig, Joint Secretary
? TSCS and a large number
of participants, including
parents and friends of
Thalassemia patients, emi-
nent medical professionals,
and luminaries.

Speaking about the
event, Dr. Chandrakant  said
“The turnout for the ‘Walk

For A Cause’ has been over-
whelming, and we are
thrilled to see the support of
the people of Hyderabad for
our mission to eradicate
Thalassemia forever.

We hope that this event
will help raise awareness
about the disease and in-
spire people to take action
to support Thalassemia pa-
tients and their families.”

Expressing his thoughts
on the walk, Dr Sridhar  said
that “A healthy lifestyle is im-
portant for everyone. For
people living with thalas-
semia, it is especially impor-
tant to know that a healthy
lifestyle means ‘managing
the disorder’, as well as mak-
ing healthy choices”.

Manipur calls back officer from
Delhi, names him Chief Secretary

THE MANIPUR govern-
ment Sunday appointed
Vineet Joshi, a 1992-batch
state cadre IAS officer, as the
new Chief Secretary of the
violence-hit state, replacing
Rajesh Kumar, who was
serving a six-month exten-
sion since last December.

Joshi, who was serving
as Director General of the
National Testing Agency
(NTA) under the Ministry of
Education, reached Imphal
on a special flight on Sun-

day, a day after the Appoint-
ments Committee of the
Union Cabinet approved
the Manipur government’s
request to repatriate him to
his parent cadre.According
to Joshi’s appointment or-
der as the chief secretary, he
will also serve as Manipur’s
Chief Vigilance Commis-
sioner and Principal Resi-
dent Commissioner of
Manipur Bhawan in New
Delhi.Joshi previously
served in Manipur as the

principal secretary to Chief
Minister N Biren Singh in
March 2017. A year later, he
was posted in Delhi after
being appointed as DG,
NTA, which conducts en-
trance examinations, in-
cluding the CUET, JEE Main
and NEET.

As an additional secre-
tary in the Education Minis-
try, Joshi was known at
Shastri Bhavan as an officer
with multiple responsibili-
ties.

Kolkata, May 6 (IANS)
The names of five individu-
als, whose personal bank ac-
counts were used to divert
the proceeds of the alleged
multi-crore cattle smug-
gling scam in West Bengal,
have been named in the
supplementary charge
sheet filed by Enforcement
Directorate (ED) at Rouse
Avenue Court in New Delhi

Bengal cattle scam: Individuals whose accounts were
used to divert proceeds named in ED charge sheet

this week, sources said.
According to the central

agency insiders, all five of
them were extremely close
confidantes of Trinamool
Congress strongman and
the party's Birbhum district
president Anubrata Mondal,
while some of them were
the latter's personal atten-
dant.

"The common thing be-
tween the five was that all of
them were coming from
comparatively weaker fi-
nancial backgrounds and
they used to get a commis-
sion for their bank accounts
being used for fund diver-
sion purposes," an ED in-
sider said.

The first such name to
appear in the list was that of
Omar Sheikh. Although cur-
rently he is a councillor with
Bolpur, Sheikh originally
worked as an attendant at
Mondal's residence.

The second name on
this count is Arka Dutta, cur-
rently a primary school
teacher, who started his ca-
reer as a contractual staff
with Bolpur Municipality.
The third name is that of
Bijoy Rajak, who personally

worked as a personal mas-
seur of Mondal.

The fourth and fifth
names mentioned in the
charge sheet are that of
Shyamapada Karmakar and
Tapas Mondal. While
Karmakar's only identity in
Birbhum district was that of
an active Trinamool Con-
gress worker, Mondal runs a
small business of supplying
construction materials.

Not just one account but
multiple accounts of these
five individuals were used in
the diversion as evident
from inward and outward
remittances from there dur-
ing a particular period of
time, sources said.

The charge sheet refers
to two companies chris-
tened Neer Developer Pvt
Ltd and ANM Agrochem
Foods, where Sukanya
Mondal is one of the direc-
tors, and Bholebam Rice Mill,
where she is a partner.

Sources said that the ED
has traced multiple cash de-
posits at frequent intervals
in amounts slightly less than
Rs 50,000 in the different
bank accounts held by
Sukanya Mondal.

Dalai Lama greets King
Charles III on coronation
Dharamsala, May 6

(IANS) On the auspicious oc-
casion of his coronation, Ti-
betan spiritual leader, The
Dalai Lama, has written to
King Charles III to offer his
warm congratulations.

"May your Majesty live
long," he wrote, "and the
people of the UK enjoy hap-
piness and prosperity."

"Having been privileged
to enjoy your friendship for
many years, I am confident
that you will continue to ac-
complish this great respon-
sibility with kindness and af-

fection, dedicated to the ser-
vice of others."

"Today," His Holiness
added, "the international
community is going
through very challenging
times. I believe we must
make concerted efforts to
achieve a more compas-
sionate, peaceful world by
resolving problems like the
gap between rich and poor
and protecting the natural
environment of this planet
that is our only home, in the
spirit of the oneness of hu-
manity.

PM's whirlwind campaign lifts BJP'
shopes, puts Cong on backfoot

Bengaluru, May 6 (IANS)
Even though rigorous cam-
paigning by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has boosted
the morale of the BJP in poll-
bound Karnataka and put
Congress on backfoot, it re-
mains to be seen which
party clinches victory as no
party has won a successive
mandate in the state since
1985.

However, with the Prime
Minister reaching out to
electorate in every nook and
corner of the state cam-
paigning for the saffron
party, the BJP is hoping to
script a history.

Preparing the battle
ground well ahead of the
announcement of the polls,
Prime Minister Modi visited
the state eight times this
year.

Post April 24, when the
process of withdrawal of
nominations was com-
pleted, the party had
planned 20 to 25 public ral-
lies, conventions and
roadshows by Prime Minis-
ter Modi.

The campaign blitzkrieg

by Modi has even subsided
arrest of BJP MLA Madal
Virupakshappa in a corrup-
tion case and rebellion
surge after BJP senior lead-
ers quit the party.

Amid Congress mani-
festo promising to ban
Bajrang Dal if voted to
power, the Prime Minister
likened the right-wing out-
fit to Lord Hanuman,
reverred by all Hindus. Be-
sides, he dubbed it as an in-
sult to Lord Hanuman.

In the last leg of his
three-day election tour, the
Prime Minister, wasting no
time, is participating in road
shows in morning in
Bengaluru and attending
public rallies in other cor-
ners of the state. He is sched-
uled to address rallies on
Saturday in Badami and
Haveri and on Sunday in
Shivamogga and
Nanjangud before the cur-
tains draw to a close for pub-
lic campaigning on May 8.

The Prime Minister's
electioneering is scheduled
to end with a special wor-
ship at historical

Srikanteshwara temple
Nanjangud in Mysuru dis-
trict. will depute whole of
New Delhi to the service of
state and make it number
one in the country, his em-
phasis on Karnataka state's
crucial role in taking the
country's economy for-
ward," political experts said.

RBI sounds note of caution on OPS,
says it may add to liabilities in future

New Delhi, May 6 (IANS)
Even as several non-BJP
ruled states like Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab and
Jharkhand have started
implementing the old pen-
sion scheme, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) has cau-
tioned that it would add to
the financial burden of the
states.

In its report titled "State
Finances: A Study of Bud-
gets of 2022-23", the central
bank has said that the move
is a major risk to the
"subnational fiscal horizon"
and may lead to the accu-
mulation of unfunded li-
abilities in the years to
come.

"A major risk looming
large on the subnational fis-
cal horizon is the likely re-
version to the old pension
scheme by some states. The
annual saving in fiscal re-
sources that this move en-
tails is short-lived," the RBI

report said.By postponing
the current expenses to the
future, the report said states
risk the accumulation of un-
funded pension liabilities in
the coming years.

The governments of
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Himachal Pradesh, Punjab
and Jharkhand have in-
formed the Centre about
their decision to implement
the old pension scheme,
which they had promised to
do in their election
manifestos.Incidentally it
was the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment, which in 2004, had
done away with the old
pension scheme from April
1, 2004 onwards.In its place,
the government had intro-
duced the National Pension
Scheme, (NPS), under which
government employees
contribute 10 per cent of
their basic salary towards
their pension while the gov-
ernment contributes 14 per
cent.

K'taka has never been so intensely wooed by national parties
By M.K. Ashoka
Bengaluru, May 6 (IANS)

In all probability, the 2023
Assembly elections will go
down in the annals of
Karnataka history as the
most intensely fought state
polls.

The close contest, do or
die efforts by political par-
ties, especially BJP and Con-
gress, have made the coun-
try to watch the develop-
ments very closely.

All the national leaders
have reached towns, mu-
nicipality centers and vil-

lages. The ruling BJP, deter-
mined to come back to
power with a new experi-
ment of introducing 72 new
faces, has changed the sce-
nario entirely in Karnataka.

The Congress, on the
other hand, adopted a con-
frontational approach with
BJP over multiple issues.
Rahul Gandhi and AICC
General Secretary Priyanka
Gandhi have directly chal-
lenged Prime Minister Modi
over corruption, reservation
cap, humiliation of Lingayat
leaders.Amit Shah has

reached most of the con-
stituencies in the nook and
cranny of the state. Prime
Minister Modi's outreach in
this election is unprec-
edented. His appeals to vot-
ers of Karnataka were also
not made by any PM till date.

Former BJP MLC
Ashwath Narayan speaking
to IANS called the phenom-
enon first of its kind. "I have
been in election campaigns
since 1983. It was the first
election for BJP under the
symbol of lotus in
Karnataka. A.K. Subbaiah

was the President.
The party had won 18

seats. Dr V.S. Acharya was
the party leader and deputy
leader was Dhananjay
Kumar. Ramkrishna Hegde
formed the government
with the support of BJP's 18
MLAs. Since then, I have
closely observed elections
and politics," he stated.

"The BJP party was
formed on April 6, 1980,
since then we are in active
politics. Between 1983 to
2023, in 40 years, a lot of
things have changed. The

scale of election campaign-
ing has been unexpected
this time," he explains.

The leadership is not
identified only during elec-
tions. One thing is
organisational leadership
and how it is being used at
the time of elections will be
known at this juncture. "Our
government was a midterm
government. It did not have
a clear mandate, it was a
fractured mandate one. In
this government, former CM
B.S. Yediyurappa is on the
verge of retirement.

Tripura CPI(M) Secretary accuses
Motha Chief of befooling tribals
Agartala,  May 8 (UNI)

Tripura CPI(M) Secretary
Jitendra Chaudhury has re-
acted sharply after

TIPRA  Motha supremo
Pradyot Kishore
Debbarman on Sunday an-
nounced the postpone-
ment of  the visit of the pro-
posed interlocutor for talks
over Greater Tipraland  de-
mand of the latter party.

A day ago, he told the
media that the  central gov-
ernment has decided the
appointment of a retired IPS
officer  and the mediator of
the Naga peace talk A K
Mishra as the interlocutor
for Motha, as promised by
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah. According to  the re-
port, Mishra was supposed

to reach Agartala on May 8
two days  before the sched-
uled visit of Shah.Pradyot in
a social media  post said, “It
has been informed by AK
Mishra to me that he  has to
rush down to Manipur be-
cause of the situation there
and will be  coming to
Tripura after handling the
crisis there. ing for the next
date of  announcement. I
will be meeting the Home
Minister as scheduled on
May  10”.Training his guns
afresh on Pradyot Kishore,
the CPI(M) State  Secretary
commented that the pro-
posed appointment of  ‘in-
terlocutor’ as promised by
BJP is another Jumla (false)
and a mean cannot get out
of this,” he pointed  out.

NEW DELHI, Members of Krantikari Kisan Union arriving at the wrestlers' protest at Jantar Mantar in
New Delhi on Monday. UNI

MALAPPURAM, Kerala Chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan visiting the Misbahul
huda Madrasa to pay homage to the deceased persons in the Tanur boat acci-
dent, at Parappanangadi, on Monday.  UNI

NEW DELHI, Rajya Sabha MP Priyanka Chaturvedi with wrestler Bajrang Punia
during wrestlers' protest at Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi on Monday. UNI

Shettar lashes out at BJP, says
caste was criteria for Union
Cabinet berth

Hubbali (Karnataka), May 8 (IANS) Karntaka's
former Chief Minister Jagadish Shettar, who quit the
BJP and joined Congress ahead of the May 10 Assem-
bly elections, on Monday lashed out at the BJP na-
tional leadership, accusing it of a casteist mindset.

Addressing a press conference here, he noted that
people of Karnataka elected 25 MPs for the BJP but
only one Cabinet minister post was provided - and
that the person who was given a cabinet minister
berth was from a special caste (in a reference to Union
Coal Minister Prahlad Joshi who is a Brahmin).

He said that the Minister of States Shobha
Karandlaje was from Vokkaliga community, A.
Narayanaswamy was a Dalit and Bhagwanth Khuba
was a Lingayat. He also said that a section of the BJP
was making matters worse for the party.

Asked whether he would join the BJP again just
like B.S. Yedyurappa and B. Sriramalu, Shettar said that
till his last breath, he would be with the Congress.

He also said that the Congress was inclusive of all
people and that there was no hatred against anyone.
He also came out against Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai and added that he had tried to join Congress
sometime earlier.


