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Parvovirus
outbreak
among dogs in
Lucknow

Lucknow, May 9
(IANS) An outbreak of
parvovirus among dogs
has caused a scare
among pet owners in
Lucknow.

According to veteri-
narians, they are receiv-
ing 40-50 cases per week
in comparison to five to
six weekly earlier.

The virus, if not re-
ported on time, could
turn fatal. The death of
two pet dogs have been
reported so far.Shambhu
Chaudhary, a private vet-
erinarian, said, "The virus
is extremely contagious,
but can be contained
through vaccination.
Parvovirus infection is
very common in winter,
but this time we are wit-
nessing the outbreak in
summers because of fluc-
tuation in weather condi-
tions and huge variation
in temperatures due to
the recent rainy spell."

Sewer workers to
have insurance
cover in UP

Lucknow, May 9
(IANS) Workers deputed
for cleaning of sewer
lines or septic tanks in
Uttar Pradesh will now be
covered under life insur-
ance scheme.

Directives have been
issued to urban local
bodies and Jal Nigam to
ensure that contractual
and outsourced workers
deputed for the job
should have a life cover of
at least Rs 10 lakh.

Executive officers,
heading the ULBs and
municipal commission-
ers, have been asked to
ensure that contractors
and private agencies en-
gaged for cleaning of
sewer lines should pro-
vide documents related
to life insurance cover of
the  manpower.

NCB official who
investigated Aryan
Khan case removed
from service

New Delhi, May 9
(IANS) V.V. Singh, an of-
ficer of the Narcotics Con-
trol Bureau (NCB) who in-
vestigated the sensa-
tional 2021 Aryan Khan
drug case, has been re-
moved from service, a top
source told IANS.

The NCB source said
that his removal, how-
ever, had nothing to do
with the case.

"This pertains to a
case which he was han-
dling while in Delhi zone.
His removal is not con-
nected to the Aryan Khan
case. There was an in-
quiry pending against
him in the Delhi case due
to which he has been re-
moved," the source told
IANS.

PM Modi to visit
Rajasthan
tomorrow

New Delhi, May 9
(IANS) Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will visit
Rajasthan on Wednesday
during which where he
will dedicate and lay
foundation stone of infra-
structure projects worth
over Rs 5,500 crore.

According to official
sources, at around 11
a.m., Modi will visit the
Shrinathji Temple in
Nathdwara.

Following this, he will
dedicate and lay the
foundation stone of vari-
ous development initia-
tives in Nathdwara.

At around 3.15 p.m.,
the Prime Minister will
visit the Shantivan com-
plex of Brahma Kumaris
in Abu Road and lay foun-
dation stone for a super
speciality charitable glo-
bal hospital.

Imran Khan arrested by Pak.
Rangers on NAB’s orders

2 Indian nurses shortlisted for
$250,000 Global Nursing Award

New Delhi, May 9 (IANS)
The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday
arrested five persons, in-
cluding two advocates in
connection with the Tamil
Nadu PFI conspiracy case.

The accused were iden-
tified as Abdul Razzak, Ad-
vocate Mohamed Yusuf, Ad-
vocate M. Mohamed Abbas,
Kyzer A. and Sathik Ali.

The NIA said with these
arrests, the total number has
reached 15.

Earleir in the day,
searches were conducted

NIA arrests five in Tamil Nadu PFI case
by the NIA at six locations in
the districts of Theni,
Dindigul, Madurai and
Chennai. Places searched
included properties of the
accused, including mostly
houses and farmhouses.

“A host of incriminating
material, including sharp
edged weapons, digital de-
vices and documents, were
seized during the searches,
leading to the arrest of the
five accused,” the NIA said.

The case related to un-
lawful and anti-national ac-
tivities of the banned Popu-

lar Front of India (PFI), was
initially registered  by the
NIA on September 19, 2022.

The NIA had filed a
charge sheet against 10 ac-
cused persons on March 17.

“Investigations revealed
that the accused had con-
spired and planned to elimi-
nate their ‘perceived en-
emies’ who were not
aligned to the PFI ideology
and were opposed to its
plans to establish an Islamic
State in India by 2047.

“In pursuance of the
conspiracy, the accused per-
sons had radicalised a large
number of PFI cadres, espe-
cially youth, selected by the
outfit’s leadership, and had
also trained them in the use
of different kinds of weap-
ons to assault, maim and kill
their adversaries,” the NIA
had mentioned in the
charge sheet.

Further investigations
are in progress in the case.

BENGALORE, Electronic Voting Machine (EVMs) in Strong Room at Seshadripuram Institute of Manage-
ment Studies, in Bangalore on Tuesday. UNI

BHUBANESWAR, Bihar CM Nitish Kumar meet-
ing his Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik at
the Naveen Nivas, in Bhubaneswar on Tuesday.UNI

Bihar govt brought back
170 students from Manipur

Patna, May 9 (IANS) Amid violence in Manipur, Bihar
government rescued around 170 students from there and
brought them back to Patna on Tuesday.

The Bihar government made special arrangements for
the purpose. The students felt relieved after they landed at
Patna airport. They claimed that the situation was ugly in
Manipur last week and now it is limping back to normalcy.

The students said that violence was taking place ev-
erywhere but educational institutions were unaffected with
it.“My institute was located near the defence camp. The situ-
ation was normal there but we were facing food and drink-
ing water problems. The hostel authority was providing
food only two times,” said one of the students Ashok Kumar,
a student of NIT Manipur.

“Due to violence, firing and bomb explosions, the situ-
ation was scary there. Hence, we contacted our parents and
the state government of Bihar. The Bihar government made
special arrangements for the purpose and we returned
home without any cost of airfare,” said another student Ravi
Sharma.

They also said that the cost of airfare from Imphal to
Kolkata and Patna climed three to four times higher.

Earlier, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar directed state
chief secretary to contact the chief secretary of Manipur
and make arrangements for it.

Sources said that over 300 students of Bihar are study-
ing in Manipur and around 150 students are still there.

London, May 9 (IANS)
Two Indians are among 10
nurses shortlisted from
across the world for the
$250,000 Global Nursing
Award, organised by a lead-
ing healthcare provider in
the GCC and India, to
recognise their contribu-
tions to humanity.

Shanti Teresa Lakra from
the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, and Kerala-born
Jincy Jerry from Ireland will
be evaluated by a judging
panel for the Aster Guard-
ians Global Nursing Award,
which will take place in Lon-
don on May 12, coinciding
with the International
Nurses Day.

Lakra, from G.B. Pant
Hospital in Port Blair, is work-
ing amongst Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs) in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands —
home to six Scheduled
Tribes and of these six tribes,
five have been classified as

PVTGs.
In her early nursing days,

she was posted to the sub-
centre, Dugong Creek
where one of the Primitive
tribes Ongees are settled in
the remotest area of Little
Andaman.

Lakra is working for
tribals in this region who are
not well-informed about
medical procedures and
there is a language barrier.
They also have unclear
medical histories.

“In 2004 when the In-
dian Ocean tsunami swal-
lowed the Ongee Island
habitat and drove them
deep into the jungle, Shanti
was perseverant and made
her home with them and
lived in an open tent,” her
citation read. She is a recipi-
ent of several awards such
as the National Florence
Nightingale Award in 2010,
Indian Red Cross Society
Best Volunteer, and Best
Health Worker Award in

2011.
India honoured Lakra in

2011 with the fourth high-
est civilian award of Padma
Shri for her incredible ser-
vice. Kerala-born Jincy Jerry
of Mater Misericordiae Uni-
versity Hospital in Dublin
serves as Assistant Director
of Nursing for Infection Pre-
vention and Control. “Jerry
believes that innovation is a
way to increase quality and
patient safety and has de-
veloped digital, device and
service innovations. “The
challenges faced by
Ireland’s healthcare infra-
structure during the Covid-
19 pandemic pushed her to
learn and implement these
solutions to fulfil repetitive,
high-volume tasks. These
solutions contributed to en-
hanced coordination, better
workforce management,
systematic practices, and a
lower burnout rate among
the staff,” according to the
citation.

Islamabad, May 9 (IANS)
Based on orders by the Na-
tional Accountability Bu-
reau (NAB), former Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan
was arrested by the Pakistan
Rangers from outside the
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
on Tuesday.

Khan had travelled to
Islamabad earlier in the day
from his Lahore residence to
appear before the IHC seek-
ing bail in the Al-Qadir trust
case lodged by the NAB.

However, upon his ar-
rival at the IHC, the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief
was arrested by the Rangers
and took him to the NAB of-
fice.  According to NAB offi-
cials, arrest warrants for the
former premier in the Al-
Qadir trust case were issued
on May 1.

The arrest was made
under the same reference,
the officials added.  Confirm-
ing the arrest, PTI’s lawyer
Faisal Chaudhry said that as
soon as Khan arrived at the
IHC, a large number of Rang-
ers troops surrounded the
court premises.

He also said that PTI law-
yers and supporters were
assaulted.  “Imran Khan has
been arrested by Rangers
outside the IHC. Lawyers
have been subjected to tor-
ture and PTI workers and

supporters are also being
arrested,” said Chaudhry.

IHC Chief Justice has
taken notice of the arrest
outside the premises, direct-
ing the Islamabad police
chief, Interior Ministry secre-
tary and additional attorney
general to appear before
the court immediately,
warning that he would sum-
mon the Prime Minister if
the officials did not appear
within 15 minutes.

“Imran Khan has been
arrested in Al-Qadir trust
case. Situation in under con-
trol,” said Inspector General
Islamabad Amir Zulfiqar
Khan.

The arrest comes hours
after Imran Khan recorded a
video message before leav-
ing his residence in Lahore,
stating that his claims
against a senior intelligence
agency official were true,
who he claimed attempted
to assassinate him in two
different incidents.

The PTI chief had said
that he will provide all evi-
dences when required, call-
ing out the military estab-
lishment to get ready to be
held accountable by the
people.

The arrest of Imran Khan
has been on the wishlist of
the ruling government, who
have been piling up cases

against the former premier.
In the wake of the arrest,

the situation across the
country is expected to be-
come tense supporters of
Imran khan are expected to
take to the streets, which
may lead to chaos and un-
rest in the coming days.

KOLKATA, Union Home Minister Amit Shah during a visit to 'Jorasanko
Thakurbari', the ancestral house of Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore, on
the occasion of his birth anniversary, in Kolkata on Tuesday. UNI

Patna HC rejects Bihar govt’s
plea for early hearing in caste-
based survey case

Patna, May 9 (IANS) Patna High Court on Tuesday
rejected the Bihar government’s plea seeking an early
hearing in the case pertaining to caste-based survey
in the state.

Earlier on May 4, the high court put an interim stay
on the caste-based survey saying that “it looks like a
census and the Bihar government has no right to con-
duct it”. The court categorically said that conducting
a census is in the domain of Centre and state cannot
do it. The court had also given the next date of hear-
ing for July 3.

After the interim order, Solicitor General P.K. Shahi,
on behalf of the Bihar government, had filed a plea
on May 6 seeking urgent hearing in this matter. Keep-
ing this in view, the double bench of Patna High
Court’s Chief Justice K.V. Chandran and Justice
Madhuresh Kumar admitted the plea of Bihar govern-
ment and asked the solicitor general P.K. Shahi to put
his points on May 9.

During the court hearing, Dinu Kumar, the senior
lawyer of Patna High Court, said, “The solicitor gen-
eral pointed out that the Bihar government is con-
ducting a survey, but the court did not agree with it
and refused to give a date for hearing in the near fu-
ture.

Over 55% pass Telangana
intermediate exams

pass percentage of boys
was 54.66.

For the second year
exam, 3,80,920 students had
appeared and out of them
2,56,241 cleared the exam.
According to the Board,
71.57 per cent girls passed
the exam. The pass percent-
age for boys was 56.60.

The minister said
Medchal Malkajgiri district
achieved the best result in
the first year, while Mulugu
district was passed in the
second year.

The minister appealed
to students and parents not
to get worried. She said that
to ease pressure on stu-
dents, the government has
done away with the system
under which intermediate
marks were given
weightage in EAMCET, the
annual entrance test con-
ducted for admissions to
engineering, agriculture
and other professional
courses.

—IANS

Hyderabad, May 9 (IANS)
Telangana Board of Inter-
mediate Education on Tues-
day declared results of inter-
mediate first and second
year (11th and 12th class)
exams. The Board an-
nounced that the overall
pass percentage was above
55. It said 63.85 per cent stu-
dents cleared the first year
exam while pass percentage
for the second year is 67.26
per cent. Education minister
P. Sabitha Indra Reddy an-
nounced the results. A total
of 9,48,153 students had
appeared in the exams con-
ducted in March and April.

The authorities had set
up 1,473 exam centres and
deployed 26,000
invigilators. The minister re-
vealed that services of
13,000 evaluators were
used. Out of 4,33,083 stu-
dents who appeared in the
intermediate first year exam,
2,72,208 students passed.
Girls outshine boys with
68.68 pass percentage. The

counts were found regis-
tered in the name of Panda.
A raid was conducted, how-
ever, the accused had left
the address one year ago,”
said the official, adding that
his location, contact history
and call details record were
technically analyzed, during
which it revealed that he is
currently in Dombivali East.

Panda was subse-
quently arrested, and during
interrogation, he revealed
that he is involved in creat-
ing counterfeit Google ads
for OLA electric scooty.

“When contacted by
members of the public, he
would introduce himself as
Raghav Sharma from Ola
electric and instruct them to
deposit the required
amount in order to receive
the electric scooty within a
week,” said the official.

—IANS

Bogus OLA scooty ads: Fraudster
arrested by Delhi Police from Thane

New Delhi, May 9 (IANS)
A 25-year-old man posing as
a dealer was arrested from
Thane, Maharashtra, for de-
frauding people by creating
counterfeit Google adver-
tisements for ‘OLA electric
scooty’, an official said on
Tuesday.

The accused was identi-
fied as Rajendra Shivram
Panda, a resident of
Dombivali East in Thane.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Dwarka)
said that an FIR was regis-
tered at Cyber Dwarka po-
lice station after the com-
plainant alleged that he was
in search of electric scooty
and on Google search he
found one contact of
Raghav Sharma, Ola electric
scooty dealer.

The complainant
reached out to the accused
on his mobile number. The

alleged person requested a
payment of Rs 499 for book-
ing and subsequently de-
manded an additional sum
of Rs 80,999 to receive the
scooty within a week.

“The complainant made
a payment of Rs 80,999 into
a bank account provided by
the accused. When the com-
plainant asked for a receipt
of payment, the alleged per-
son insisted on transferring
an additional 20,000 to his
bank account. Subse-
quently, the accused person
turned off his mobile
phone,” said the DCP.

During investigation, it is
found that Rs 80,999 were
transferred to one bank ac-
count of HDFC bank and fur-
ther the amount was trans-
ferred from this bank to GP
Parsik bank and later with-
drawn through ATM.

“The alleged bank ac-

ing temples and claiming
that they are seeking bless-
ings to counter BJP.

Union Minister of State
for Agriculture and Farmer’s
Welfare Shobha Karandlaje,
who is also the president of
Karnataka election Manage-
ment Committee took part
in a ‘Hanuman Chalisa’ re-
cital programme at the fa-
mous Hanuman temple of
Mahalakshmi Layout.

Karnataka Congress
President D.K. Shivakumar
paid a visit to the Hanuman
temple at the Mysore Bank
circle in Bengaluru, and of-
fered special worship to
counter ‘Hanuman Chalisa’
recital by the BJP leaders. He
also claimed that he is a
great devotee of Lord
Hanuman.

He also went to
Chamundi Hills with
Siddaramaiah and offered
special ‘puja’ for Goddess
Chamundeshwari.

Ahead of polling, K’taka Cong
& BJP leaders on temple run

Bengaluru, May 9 (IANS)
As Karnataka is all set for
polling on Wednesday, lead-
ers of the BJP and Congress
are vying with each other
over temple runs.

The BJP leaders are tak-
ing part in ‘Hanuman
Chalisa’ recital programmes
at temples while the Con-
gress leaders are also visit-
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On end of the global
Covid emergency:

The last three years
WHO says Covid is no more an
emergency. But Covid has taught
world the importance of remaining
alert to emergence of new pathogens.

Last week, the WHO declared that the Covid-19
pandemic is no longer a global emergency. The an-
nouncement was expected. In March and April, case
counts spiked in parts of Europe and Asia, including
India. But like most outbreaks last year — except the
ones in China — the latest surge shone a light on the
pathogen’s declining virulence. Though the virus still
kills, the global death rate has come down drastically
— from 1,00,000 a week at the peak of the pandemic
in January 2021 to less than 4,000 in early May. Covid
infections have plunged by more than 90 per cent in
the last five months and healthcare systems are no
longer stressed. The possibility of a damaging new
variant emerging is also remote. However, given the
past unpredictability of the virus, medical authorities
worldwide cannot afford to slacken on surveillance
efforts, such as genome tracing. The focus should now
be on the long-term management of infections, es-
pecially among the aged and those with weak im-
mune systems.

Before Covid, the Ebola virus and coronaviruses
that cause the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS) and Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS)
triggered worrying epidemics. But the reach of these
pathogens was limited compared to the SARS-Cov-2
which has taken nearly 7 million lives. When the WHO
declared Covid a pandemic in March 2020, most ex-
perts believed that humanity was in for a long haul.
Scientists in several parts of the world, however, ex-
ceeded the expectations of even the most die-hard
optimist by producing vaccines in less than a year.
The virus, though, continued to take a toll and ex-
posed the healthcare deficits of several countries, in-
cluding India. The most important lesson from those
difficult days is that there is no alternative to invest-
ing in robust healthcare systems — this holds even
for several developed countries, including the US,
where poor communities, reportedly, bore the brunt
of Covid’s ravages.

The jury is out on what caused the pandemic.
However, the public health crisis has led to a long
overdue conversation on zoonotic diseases — those
caused by viruses that cross over to humans from
animals. Changes in land use patterns mean that wild
animals live closer to human habitats and conditions
are rife for zoonotic events. Experts believe that
warming global temperatures will result in the dis-
persal of wildlife and increase the chances of cross-
species virus transmission. Covid has taught the world
the importance of remaining on high alert to the
emergence of new pathogens. The last three years
have tested the acumen of scientists and
policymakers. The lessons should not be lost.

AHMEDABAD   WEDNESDAY  10/5/2023

Becoming water-positive and plastic-neutral
By N. Lothungbeni Humtsoe
New Delhi, May 9 (IANSlife) At this point in our

lives, we are all aware of how the use of plastic
can have a negative impact on both one's life and
the environment. However, the increased aware-
ness of the necessity of eliminating single-use
plastic through new channels, as well as climate
change activists, has resulted in a paradigm shift
in how individuals process their thoughts, even
when switching simple items in our everyday lives.
For example, instead of using a plastic straw, use
a bamboo straw.

And, more recently, Bisleri International Pvt
Ltd, one of India's largest packaged drinking wa-
ter firms has strengthened its sustainability strat-
egy by launching 'Bisleri Greener Promise'.

In light of this, Angelo George, CEO of Bisleri
International, speaks to IANSlife about how
Bisleri's upcycling method benefits the environ-
ment

Read Excerpt:
What does sustainability mean to the brand?
Angelo: Sustainability is embedded in the core

of Bisleri International's business strategy. Our
approach to business revolves around creating
sustainable solutions that address environmen-
tal challenges and drive growth. Our commitment
to sustainability is based on its core principle, the
Bisleri Greener Promise which aims to build a
greener future through programs focused on
water conservation, recycling, and sustainability.
At the heart of this philosophy is the belief that
Bisleri should replenish more natural resources
than it consumes. This goal is achieved through
initiatives such as Project NayiUmeed and Bottles
for Change, which make the company water-posi-
tive and plastic-neutral, respectively.

How is the company attempting to reduce its

environmental footprint and actively
promote sustainable practices
throughout its operations?

Angelo: At Bisleri, we are commit-
ted to ensuring sustainability while
maintaining business profitability. We
have adopted a strategy of conserv-
ing natural resources and building a
circular economy.

Our business strategy factors re-
sponsible extraction of the ground-
water. Instead of large plants at cen-
tral locations to maximize scale effi-
ciencies, we have plants spread across

the country, closer to consumption
centres to extract groundwater
evenly. Proximity to markets reduces
the carbon footprint of transportation
as well. We are a country blessed with
excellent rainfall and it's too precious
a resource to be allowed to drain off.
All plants have robust rainwater har-

vesting systems and we adopt water
bodies nearby to recharge groundwa-
ter. Our manufacturing processes con-
vert > 90 per cent of processed water
into finished goods. It must be noted
that domestic RO systems salvage just
about 60 per cent and 40 per cent of
water is wasted! In rural areas, we build
check dams to conserve rainwater for
irrigation to help villagers.

All our packaging is 100 per cent
recyclable. Our approach has been to
reduce virgin plastic consumption and
ensure the repurposing of used plas-

tic. Through design inno-
vations, we reduced vir-
gin plastic by 10 per cent
last year. Our focus on re-
usable containers has
made this segment al-
most 30 per cent of our
portfolio. We managed to
reduce the carbon foot-
print by over 40,000MT
last year. We collaborate
with Municipal bodies,
NGOs, Aggregators, and
Recyclers to ensure the
recycling of used plastic.
We've invested in solar
panels and electric deliv-

ery vehicles to further decrease our
carbon footprint and operational
costs.

These efforts have made us water-
positive and plastic-neutral, and we'll
continue to explore innovative ways to
ensure sustainability while maintain-
ing profitability.

Tell us more about how the com-

pany collects and processes PET
bottles into an upcycled
product.Angelo: As an organiza-
tion, we recycle more plastic
than we consume. We have al-
ways believed in the value of
used plastic and circularity.
Bisleri was one of the pioneers
in India to start plastic recycling
in the 90s, with an imported
machine from Japan and we are
passionate about it.

I believe being plastic-neu-
tral is about demonstrating the
accountability of containing the
scale of the problem. However,
the story isn't complete without
plastic circularity - when used
plastic is collected, recycled, and
reintroduced into the consump-
tion cycle.

There are three issues to be
addressed to achieve plastic cir-
cularity: proper disposal of used
plastic, collection process, and
value-added repurposing.

In 2018, we launched the
'Bottles For Change' program to
raise awareness that used plas-
tic is a valuable resource that
can be recycled. We educate
people about the responsible
disposal of used plastic and pro-
vide enabling systems to ensure
it is sent directly for recycling.

We advocate a three-stage
process - clean the used plastic,
segregate it at the source, and
send it directly for recycling.

Reshaping the travel booking landscape with generative AI

By IANSlife
New Delhi, May 9 (IANSlife) In a landmark move,

MakeMyTrip collaborates with Microsoft to make travel
planning more inclusive and accessible by introducing
voice-assisted booking in Indian languages.

The new, in-platform tech stack powered by
Microsoft Azure OpenAI Service and Azure Cognitive
Services, will converse with the user to offer personalised
travel recommendations based on their preferences;
curate holiday packages based on variable inputs like
occasion, budget, activity preferences, time of travel, etc.,
and even help book these holiday packages.

It opens the online travel ecosys-
tem for every strata and demographic
across the country. Currently, the beta
version of this integration has been
introduced in English and Hindi for
flights and holiday customers.

The next stage of the voice-as-
sisted booking flow will cover other
transport offerings. The feature has
been embedded into the landing
page of the platform and can be acti-
vated with a single click.

"We have pioneered offerings at
the intersection of e-commerce, travel,
and technology, and are proud to in-
troduce a feature that breaks down
the barriers of language, literacy, in-
ability to navigate complex app envi-
ronments, physical impairments, etc,"
said, Rajesh Magow, Co-Founder and
Group CEO, MakeMyTrip. "This Gen-
erative AI integration through our col-
laboration with Microsoft involves
simple visual cues and voice com-
mands in native Indian languages that

will alter the landscape of travel book-
ings hereon forth."

MakeMyTrip's latest offering uses
the power of AI and Machine Learn-
ing to make travel-related solutions
all-pervasive, no matter the use case
or scenario.  Microsoft's large language
models and Indic language speech
models, coupled with MakeMyTrip's
natural language understanding capa-
bility and travel domain content cre-
ate the base for users to interact with
the platform in any Indian language.

Sanjay Mohan, Group Chief Tech-
nology Officer, MakeMyTrip said, "We
are delighted to introduce revolution-
ary changes to our platform that align
with our philosophy of leveraging tech
to solve real consumer problems. The
new update will elevate the user ex-
perience and make our platform more
inclusive, accessible, and easy to navi-
gate. The beta phase will offer us learn-
ings to further fine-tune all use cases
before rolling it out to users at scale.

As such, we'll do a very controlled
roll-out of this feature with a subset
of our customers."Sangeeta Bavi,
Executive Director, Digital Natives,
Microsoft India, said, "MakeMyTrip is
a pioneer in the travel industry, and
we are honoured to work together
to define the next frontiers of AI
driven innovation and customer en-
gagement in the online travel indus-
try. Bringing together MakeMyTrip's
expertise with Microsoft's AI capa
OpenAI Service, our collaboration
will help make travel more inclusive
and accessible for travellers across
India, with trust and security at the
core."The intuitive interface pow-
ered by Azure OpenAI Service's GPT
technology, will analyse specific user
requirements and sift through thou-
sands of options, to recommend,
customise, and book holiday pack-
ages, transforming what has been a
time-consuming process into a
quick and hassle-free experience.

A relaxing
Mother's Day

getaway

By IANSlife
New Delhi, May 9 (IANSlife) Noth-

ing compares to travelling the world
with the people you love! Take your
mother on an adventure you both will
never forget this Mother's Day.

OneLatitude's co-founders Bharat
Seth and Simran give their picks for the
best road trips for mothers and daugh-
ters to do together.

Ladakh & Zanskar, India
The rugged terrain of Ladakh is fa-

mous the world over and is sure to
bring out the adventurous side of any-
one! Club this with the untouched
Zanskar valley and it's a trip of a life-
time. It's time to get behind the wheel
or be driven around through Ladakh
and Zanskar Valley with your mother.

Garden Route, South Africa
There is something for everyone on

the Garden Route! From beautiful
coastal drives, game reserves, scenic
vineyards with delicious wines, whale
watching, dolphin cruises, and scrump-
tious food to the bustling city of Cape
Town. A drive on this route is sure to
stay with you and your mom forever.

South Island, NZ
New Zealand is renowned world-

wide for its natural beauty! The South
Island is iconic with its gorgeous drives,
adventurous activities like glacier walks
and skydiving, lovely quaint towns, and
more. Participate in an activity together
and bring out each other's adventur-
ous side.

Eastern Arunachal, India
Explore the interiors of Arunachal

and get acquainted with the local cul-
ture and heritage of the region. Known
for its beautiful views, authentic local
culture, cuisine, art and crafts and more
- a road trip through Eastern Arunachal
may be a bumpy ride in parts but it's
definitely a must for an adventurous
mother-daughter duo!

Kyrgyzstan

On the silk route, this Central Asian
country is more than what meets the
eye. Still, off the mass tourism map, it
offers authentic experiences, pictur-
esque glacial lakes, and iconic moun-
tain ranges. You get to meet the no-
madic tribes, stay in yurts, participate
in local horse games, enjoy authentic
local cuisines, visit silk road relics, and
much more.Scotland

A drive on the iconic North Coast
500 is one for the books. Perfect for a
mother-daughter getaway, Scotland
has it all! Taste some delicious whis-
keys, try the local food, sail into a loch,
explore ancient castles, or stroll the
streets of quaint towns with an ice
cream in hand. There is something for
everyone to enjoy. A Scottish sojourn
is complete with the sound of bag-
pipes wherever you go!

Spiti, India
The beautiful valley of Spiti is a

lesser explored valley in Himachal.
Very similar in terrain to Ladakh it of-
fers you beautiful views, scenic valleys,
local culture & customs, and warm wel-
coming local stays. Head here on a
road trip and drive through the pictur-
esque valley of Sangla before making
your way to Spiti. See the changing
cultures and landscapes of Himachal.

Great Ocean Road, Australia
Kangaroos, Twelve Apostles, Surf

Beaches of Torquay, Koalas, lush
rainforests, the grotto and so much
more! The Great Ocean Drive from
Melbourne to Port Fairy needs to be
on everyone's bucket list and what's
better than getting to experience it
with your beloved mother? With com-
fortable stays, activities for everyone,
and great food this one is perfect for a
mother-daughter duo.

Rajasthan, India
A soulful trip through the state of

Rajasthan takes you back in time and
you experience the true hospitality of

this Rajputana state. Start your drive
from Jaipur and drive through the big
and small cities making your way to
Jaisalmer.

 End your drive with a few days in
the city of Lakes-Udaipur. With deli-
cious food, beautiful palaces, luxurious
stays, loads of shopping opportunities
and local Rajasthani culture - there is
no wonder that Rajasthan is famous
the world over.

Highway 1, USA
Take a scenic drive through the

coast of California up to Seattle! Bonus
if you rent out a convertible. Highway
1 or the Pacific Coast Highway runs all
the way from Southern California and
connects further up to Oregon and
Washington. You can do a scenic short
drive or the longer route till Portland
or Seattle. With a tonne of stops along
the way, from big cities to quaint
beach towns this one is sure to be a
mix of it all!

Additionally, one can also check
out some peaceful and picturesque
destinations which promise to make
for the perfect getaway -- a relaxing,
rejuvenating, and memorable experi-
ence.

Moonstone Hammock in Shelu,
Karjat

The stunning and serene location
of Moonstone Hammock offers a
range of exciting amenities that will
make your mom feel special and ap-
preciated. Whether you want to watch
the sunrise from our river-facing deck,
or explore the natural surroundings on
a sunset kayaking cruise we have got
you covered. If your mom is in the
mood for some solo fun, she can en-
joy a refreshing swim in the pool.

But that's not all. For those who
want to take their entertainment to
the next level, they also offer Movie
under the Stars or Karaoke Nights on
Sundays.

Reels vs Real: Balancing Parenthood
& Social Media Influencing

By IANSlife
New Delhi, May 9 (IANSlife) Being

a parent is difficult enough without
having to also work as social media
influencers; adding the stress of your
professional life as an influencer might
seem like an impossible challenge.

Being a professional social media
influencer is challenging because you
must continuously balance managing
your personal life with creating con-
tent and thinking about many aspects
of communication. Additionally, it can
be difficult to decide between real
moments and showcasing reels for
your platforms.

"Achieving success as a social me-
dia influencer requires more than just
great content, it takes a time and en-
ergy commitment, too. Balancing influ-
encer life with parenting, however, can
be a challenge, from finding time to
film content to developing engaging
posts even when the energy is low. In
fact, by learning how to effectively
manage your time, you can turn your
career into an amazing opportunity
for both you and your family. Define
an ideal timeline of how you want your
day to look and stick to it as much as
possible. Not only will this help keep
your following engaged but will also
make sure you're present when fam-
ily time comes around," says Pushpal
Singh, That Couple Though.

Prioritising Your Commitments
to Work and Family

It's no secret that parenting is hard
work. As a social media influencer, it
can feel like you have to constantly
choose between advancing your ca-
reer and meeting the needs of your
children. Balancing these commit-
ments requires thoughtful
prioritisation, both of yourself and of

your family.
Take time for yourself. Self-care is

important for maintaining a healthy
mental state and for living up to your
responsibilities as a parent. It's difficult
to be there for those around you if you
aren't taking care of yourself first.

You should also think carefully be-
fore taking on too many commitments
that could prevent you from being
emotionally or physically present with
your children. For example, if you're
tempted to accept an offer that re-
quires long hours or excessive travel,
consider if it's worth sacrificing spend-
ing time with your kids.

Making Priorities Clear
Before accepting sponsored part-

nerships, be sure your priorities are
clear-it's important to protect your
brand authenticity and make sure
you're representing yourself well. You
need to pick and choose what brand
partnerships will make sense with

your parenting journey and have an
impact on your followers. Not every
opportunity is right for every parent-
influencer, so don't feel obligated to
accept every offer that lands in your
inbox.Your family and your career as
an influencer are both important and
deserving of your attention and ef-
forts. Finding the balance between the
two can be a delicate tightrope act, but
it can be done. By using your platform
to spread positive messages, and be-
ing mindful of the content you share
online, you can show the world that it
is possible to be a parent and a suc-
cessful influencer at the same time.

Your message will be embraced
and it will encourage others to pursue
their passions and find the balance be-
tween reels and reality. Whether you
choose to be transparent or strategic
with your content, the most important
message to share is that it is possible
to be a great parent and an amazing
influencer.--IANS

Pawar snubs Sanjay Raut over 'Saamana' comments on NCP
Satara, May 9 (IANS) Nationalist

Congress Party President Sharad
Pawar has said that he doesn't read
or give much credence to what is
written in the 'Saamana' Group of
newspapers of the ally Shiv Sena
(UBT), here on Tuesday.

Referring to a passing remark in
the 'Saamana' and 'Dopahar Ka
Saamana' on Monday that Pawar
had failed to create a succession line
in the NCP, Pawar countered by say-
ing, "they do not know what we are
doing in our party".

"What we decide in our party is
our internal matter... Our colleagues
know how our party will move for-
ward and we are satisfied with what
we are achieving. They (Saamana

Group) have a right to write and
criticise, we don't consider it important
from our viewpoint," declared Pawar
in a direct snub at Sena (UBT) MP
Sanjay Raut.He made it clear that in
the NCP, his colleagues say many
things, express different opinions and
debate, but they don't go out and
publicise it as these are internal issues.

"All my colleagues are clear that to-
morrow a new leadership will be ready
in this party...In 1999, when we came
to power with the Congress, the NCP
had many new names in the cabinet
like Jayant Patil, Ajit Pawar, Dilip Valse-
Patil, or R.R. Patil, who was a first-timer.
They proved themselves," asserted the
NCP supremo.Pawar also slammed
Bharatiya Janata Party's Deputy Chief

Minister Devendra Fadnavis and
Congress' former Chief Minister
Prithviraj Chavan's recent com-
ments on the NCP.

To Fadnavis's plea asking the
voters in Karnataka to 'send the NCP
parcel' back to Maharashtra, Pawar
dismissively said that Fadnavis
knows how to play word games
without doing any work.Dwelling
on the tricky issue of seat-sharing
talks for the upcoming Lok Sabha
and Assembly polls in the Maha
Vikas Aghadi, Pawar said that he will
soon meet former Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray and state Con-
gress chief Nana Patole in the mat-
ter and it was necessary to rope in
the PWP and the Left parties in it.
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MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(Western Railway)

[Construction Organization]

CORRIGENDUM NOTIFICATION
Mumbai, the 1st May, 2023

S.O. 1996(E).. -Whereas by the notification of the Government of India, in the Ministry of Railways (Railway
Board), number S.O. 2355(E), dated 23rd May, 2022 published in Gazette of India Extraordinary. Part II, section-3,
Sub-section (ii), dated 23rd May, 2022 (hereinafter referred to as the said notification) under sub-section (1) of
section 20A of the Railways Act, 1989 (24 of 1989) (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), the Central Government,
has declared its intention to acquire the land specified in the Schedule annexed to the said notification for execu-
tion, maintenance, management and operation of Special Railway Project, namely, Rajkot-Kanalus doubling of
Broad Gauge single line in District Jamnagar in the State of Gujarat;

And whereas, the substance of the said notification was published in daily "The Indian Express" dated 27th
May, 2022 and "Gujarat Samachar" dated 27th May, 2022 under sub-section (4) of Section 20A of the said Act;

And, whereas, Nil objection has been received by the Competent Authority;
And, whereas, in pursuance of sub-section (1) of Section 20(E) of the said Act, the Competent Authority has

submitted its report to the Central Government;
 Now, therefore, upon receipt of the said report of the Competent Authority, and in exercise of the power con-

ferred by sub- section (1) of Section 20(E) of the said Act, the Central Government hereby declares that the lands
specified in the Schedule annexed here to shall be acquired for the aforesaid purpose;

And, further, in pursuance of sub-section (2) of Section 20(E) of the said Act, the Central Government hereby
declares that on publication of this notification in the Official Gazette, the land specified in the Schedule annexed
hereto shall vest absolutely in the Central Government free from all encumbrances.

SCHEDULE
 Brief Description of the land to be acquired with or without structure  for the Spcial Reilway Project,

Rajkot Kanalus doubling of Broad-Gauge single line in the state of Gujarat.

Sr. Survey As per 7/12 Land holder’s name Area of Land to
no. no. be Acquired

(in Sqm.)
Taluka : Jamnagar (Rural)
Village : Chapa Baraja
1 136 Nileshsinh Umedsang 980.00
2 172 Manharlal Govindbhai Kanani 308.00
3 226 Umedsang Maghrajaji 284.00
4 227 Umedsang Maghrajaji 923.00
5 267 Mansukhlal Vagha 74.00

Jayantilal Vagha
Jayaben Jayantilal Shah
Sulsaben Jayantilal Shah w/o Hemal Savla
Nirmala Mansukhlal Shah
Dhirne Mansukhlal Gosrani
Mehul Manukhlal Gosrani
Jasmita Mansukhlal w/o Atul Dodhiya
Shital Mansukhlal w/o Kiritkumar Gudhka
Shanta Ramesh Shah
Ketan Ramesh Shah
Rima Ramesh Shah

6 221 Umedsang Meghrajaji 805.00
7 171 Smt. Hansaben Devaybhai Suva 343.00
8 637 Mavubha Manubha Jedeja 2087.00

Manharlal Govindbhai Kanani
9 39 Mavubha Manubhai Jadeja 1283.00

Manharlal Govindbhai Kanani
10 40 Mavubha Jadeja 1407.00

Manharlal Govindbhai Kanani
11 41 Khirish Hirjibhai 3022.00
12 161 Ranabhai Rambhai 261.00
13 142 Mavubha Manubha Jadeja 299.00

Manharlal Govindbhai  Kanani
14 140 Mavubha Manubha Jadeja 468.00

Manharlal Govindbhai  Kanani
Total 12544.00

Public notice as per sub section 1 and 3 to 5 of section 20 (f) of
The Railway Act 1989

therefore,  from above public notification. it is to inform to all concerned landowners or
persons interested for the above said land that for the Rajkot Kanalus Railway broad gauge
Doubling Project, a proclmation under section20 (E) of the Railway act 1989 has been pub-
lished as above for acquisition of land different survey numbers in village Chapa Barajaof
Taluka Jamnagar (Rural) of District Jamnagar.

Therefor, in pursuance of Section 20(F) of the Railway Act 1989, the owners of the land
or persons interested are informed that the Compensation claims for the acquired land
shown in schedule of above notification (about their Share, area of land, any property at-
tached to it) should be submitted by them personally or through and authorized represen-
tative or lawyer to the Prant Officer, Jamnagar (Rural), Mehsul Sevasadan, 2nd Floor, Sharu
Section Road, Near Police Head Quarter, Jamnagar within 30 days. The said land-owners or
persons interested therein shall also furnish the particulars of their Bank Accounts to which
they would like thier compensation amount to be credited. Objection raised after the time
limit will not be considered. The matter of Compensation for the objections raised will be
subject to legaliy and the liability to present legal evidence will be on the claimet.

[F.No. E.-Office (E 401279-1)]
FATEH SINGH MEENA, Chief Project Manager, Construction-II

Competent Authority
Specical Railway Land Acquisition

and Prant Officer Jamnagar (Rural){krníke/ò{.-ð.ò.¾./106/2023Date: 05/05/2023

Parineeti Chopra, Raghav Chadha
to get engaged on May 13

Mumbai, May 9 (IANS)
Bollywood actress Parineeti
Chopra and Aam Aadmi
Party's Rajya Sabha MP
Raghav Chandha are all set
to get engaged on Saturday,
May 13.

A source told IANS: "It
(the engagement) is hap-
pening. She is getting en-
gaged on Saturday, 13th.
The engagement preps are
on. Parineeti has already left
for Delhi."

The couple were re-
cently spotted leaving a res-
taurant after their dinner

date. A video was shared by
celebrity paparazzi Viral
Bhayani on Instagram,
where Parineeti can be seen
in an all-black outfit, while
the AAP leader looks casual
in a grey shirt paired with
black pants.

Dating rumours be-
tween Raghav and Parineeti
began last month when the
two were pictured together
in London and then in
Mumbai. The two have often
been pictured together at
Mumbai and New Delhi air-
port.--IANS

Saffron flags, 'Jai Shri Ram' chants in movie
hall prior to 'Adipurush' trailer launch

Mumbai, May 9 (IANS)
Ahead of the trailer launch
of the widely anticipated
film 'Adipurush', starring
Prabhas as Lord Ram, Kriti
Sanon as goddess Sita,

Sunny Singh as Lakshman
and Saif Ali Khan as Raavan,
flags walked in the venue --
a multiplex in the heart of
Mumbai's Juhu area with
saffron flags chanting 'Jai

Shri Ram'.
As the media waited

with bated breath for the
trailer release, fans, dressed
in ethnic wear, walked in
holding saffron flags and
chanted the name of Lord
Ram, who is essayed by
Prabhas in the film.

They also chanted "Shri
Ram Lakshman Janki, Jai
Hanuman ki" (Lord Ram,
Lakshman and Sita, all hail
Lord Hanuman).The reli-
gious emotion was also
drummed up by the emcee
who chanted in unison with
the crowd.The coordinated
activity also saw different
placards on the same lines.

Earlier, the film's dia-
logue writer Manoj
Muntashir countered
Congress's claim for putting
a ban on religious outfit
Bajrang Dal as a part of their
manifesto during the high-
voltage Karnataka elections.

'Adipurush', is set to be
released theatrically on
June 16.--IANS

TV actress Chandrika's husband bangs 15-
month-old baby against floor, booked

Mumbai, May 9 (IANS)
Television actress
Chandrika Saha, who is
known for her work in

shows such as 'Adaalat',
'C.I.D.' and 'Savdhaan India:
Crime Alert', has filed a re-
port against her husband
Aman Mishra for banging
their 15-month-old toddler
against the floor thrice.

According to reports,
the actress shared that he
was not happy with the
birth of their child.

It was also reported that
Saha saw the baby crying
and had injury marks. Upon
seeing the footage she
found out that her husband
had banged the toddler on

the floor thrice.The toddler
has been admitted to a pri-
vate hospital in Malad West.

Kumar Sanu was not aware of
daughter Shannon K's acting debut

Mumbai, May 9 (IANS)
Veteran playback singer
Kumar Sanu, who holds the
Guinness world record for
having crooned the maxi-
mum songs in a single day,
wasn't aware of his daugh-
ter Shannon K's acting de-
but in the movie, 'Chal
Zindagi', alongside Sanjay
Mishra, Mita Vasisht and
Vivek Dahiya.

The 'Tere Dar Par Sanam'
hitmaker was oblivious
about his baby girl's acting
debut till she actually signed
and started shooting for the

film. However, he is now
chuffed with her decision.

He said, "Shannon came
to Mumbai and told me the
news later, when they
started shooting for a
couple of days. She actually
wanted to make sure of ev-
erything before she told me
as she was a little nervous
about how I would react.
That's why I was unaware
that Shannon had signed
her acting debut in 'Chal
Zindagi'."

He further mentioned,
"She makes her own work

decisions because we as
parents raised her to be in-
dependent.

She is a very obedient
child and shares everything
with her mom. I'm a little
strict so she gets nervous
sometimes. She picked an
ensemble cast movie, which
makes me proud of her."

'Chal Zindagi' is directed
by Vivek Sharma.

Meanwhile, Kumar Sanu,
who has been in the music
industry for more than four
decades, is currently occu-
pied with stage shows and
his independent singles.--
IANS

Lisa Ray felt uncomfortable
celebrating 'Afreen Afreen' video
she was strongly identified with

Mumbai, May 9 (IANS)
Actress-model Lisa Ray says
she "inwardly" cringes each
time her popular song
'Afreen Afreen' is played and
that she felt uncomfortable
celebrating the video she
was strongly identified with.

'Afreen Afreen' was a
popular pop 90's hit music
video sung by
r e n o w n e d
singer Nusrat
Fateh Ali Khan.
The video fea-
tured Lisa.

Taking to
Instagram in a
long post, Lisa
has shared
that she was
never fond of
the track.

"I have to confess I have
felt uncomfortable sharing
or celebrating the
#AfreenAfreen break-
through video of the 90s
and iconic song by maestro
#nusratfatehalikhan be-
cause I was so strongly iden-
tified with it."

She added: "The song
still often plays on cue for
events where I am invited to
speak of other aspects of my
life experience and I in-
wardly cringe while offering
a polite smile.""Today, as
great troudadours I listened

to in my youth are passing
into the light, I recognise the
power of a song to evoke an
emotional response in the
audience that is tied to who
you once were -- to a mo-
ment in time that is often
defined by hope, wonder
and the optimism of youth."

Hearing the song today
has no longer
personal as-
s o c i a t i o n ,
says Lisa.

"So of
course hear-
ing this song
today is no
longer about
a personal as-
sociation but
represents a

universal rite of passage -- in
the same timbre of falling in
love for the first time, writ-
ing your first poem, reflex-
ively planning your future --
a pitch, a note, a video that
reminds us of a world of
beauty and possibility and
innocence that once
was.""But truly, what would
be a revelation today is oth-
ers also comprehending this
truth and freeing me from
an association with the
song, for the reasons and
more above (I'm just walk-
ing around in the desert af-
ter all)."--IANS

Ke Huy Quan says he initially passed
on 'American born Chinese' role

Los Angeles, May 9
(IANS) Actor Ke Huy Quan
says portraying an American
born Chinese in the upcom-
ing series of the same name
"scared the hell" out of him.

Hollywood has had con-
siderable feats of Asian rep-
resentation this year
'Everything Every-
where All at Once's' his-
toric Oscar wins 'Beef'
and on May 24, 'Ameri-
can Born Chinese'.

Huy Quan was hesi-
tant about joining the
series' Asian-led en-
semble, reports 'Vari-
ety'.

"I remember when
I first heard about this
character when I was of-
fered the role, it scared the
hell out of me. In fact, I actu-
ally passed on it because I
told our creative team that
this is the type of portrayal
that we do not want to see
in 2023," Quan said during

a post-screening Q&A at
Radio City Music Hall on
Sunday night.

Quan plays Freddy
Wong, a gawky fictional
character from the 90s
sitcom "Beyond Repair"
who embodies several ste-

reotypical Asian tropes.
"After having a creative

conversation with them
and knowing that, in later
episodes, you will get to
meet the actor who plays
Freddy Wong and under-
stand the struggles that he

went through -- and also
what it means to have this
type of stereotypical por-
trayal of Asians, and what is
does to a normal kid like Jin
Wang (Ben Wang) -- to his
own identity, to his own val-
ues and his sense of worth -

- I just thought
it was interest-
ing," he contin-
ued.

"I guess, in
a lot of ways,
they chose me
because it's
like art imitat-
ing life."

Based on
Gene Luen
Yang's 2006

graphic novel of the same
name, "American Born Chi-
nese" follows average teen-
ager Jin Wang, who be-
comes entangled in a battle
between Chinese mytho-
logical gods when he be-
friends new student Wei-

Chen (Jimmy Liu).The series
also stars Michelle Yeoh,
Daniel Wu, Stephanie Hsu,
Ronny Chieng, Poppy Liu,
Lisa Lu and James Hong.

"The first time I read the
graphic novel was right af-
ter I got the audition. I never
knew about it growing up,
and I wish I had because
when I read that graphic
novel, it was like, 'Did Gene
stalk me? Was he hiding in a
bush?'" Wang told Variety
with a laugh.

"It was like a perfect one-
to-one of almost every
single moment in my life,
and I'd never experienced
anything remotely close to
that before.

Although Yang "was re-
ally stunned" that veteran
actors like Yeoh and Wu
were starring in the series
adaption of his novel, he
also praised the up-and-
coming Asian talent in
"American Born Chinese.

Anupam Kher weighs in on The Kerala Story controversy,
says same people opposed The Kashmir Files

Actor Anupam Kher has
reacted to the controversy
raging around the recently
released film The Kerala
Story. The actor has said that
those who are opposing di-
rector Sudipto Sen’s film are
the same people who also
opposed his 2022 film, The
Kashmir Files, directed by
Vivek Ranjan Agnihotri. Both
these films have drawn criti-
cism for being propaganda.
The West Bengal govern-
ment recently banned the
film, amid fear of protests.

In an interview with ANI,
Anupam said that he hasn’t
watched the film yet, but
added, “Again, I would say
they are the same faces. I
have not seen the film but I
am happy that people are
making films which are
close to reality. And those
who feel it is a propaganda
are free to make movies
dealing with the subject
they find perfect. No one is
stopping them.”The Kerala
Story, produced by Vipul
Amrutlal Shah, stars Adah

Sharma, Yogita Bihani,
Siddhi Idnani and Sonia
Balani in the lead roles. The
trailer of the film originally
claimed that 32,000 women
from the state went missing
and later joined ISIS. How-
ever, this figure was altered
to three after people ques-
tioned the authenticity of
the claims.Announcing a
ban on the film, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said, “West Bengal
govt has decided to ban the
movie The Kerala Story. This
is to avoid any incident of
hatred and violence, and to
maintain peace in the state.
What is The Kashmir files? it
is to humiliate one section.
What is The Kerala story?…
It is a distorted story.”

Shabana Azmi has re-
acted to people asking to
ban the film. In a tweet, she
wrote, “Those who speak of
banning\The Kerala Story
are as wrong as those who
wanted to ban Aamir Khan’s
\Laal Singh Chaadha.

‘Alia Bhatt, Ranbir Kapoor succeeded because
they’re real actors’: Piyush Mishra defends

nepotism, asks ‘what’s wrong with it?’
Actor-writer-musician

Piyush Mishra addressed
the ongoing nepotism de-
bate in Bollywood, and said
that it makes complete

sense for people with
means to help their children
succeed in their respective
fields. He said that he him-
self encouraged his children
to join the film industry, but
they told him that their in-
terests lay elsewhere.

In an interview with The
Lallantop, Piyush Mishra
cited the examples of Ranbir
Kapoor and Alia Bhatt, both

of whom belong to reputed
film families, and said that
they succeeded because
they actually have talent.
Most others, he said, ‘fizzle

out’ because
they’re bad
actors.Asked
about his
stance on the
nepotism de-
bate, Piyush
Mishra said in
Hindi, “Of
course it hap-
pens. Of course

I would want my children to
have the best opportunities,
what’s wrong in this? People
try to launch their children
in the film industry, but un-
fortunately for them, this
has only worked very few
times. Most people just
fizzle out. Ranbir Kapoor
succeeded because he’s a
real actor, Alia Bhatt is a real
actor.”

Rajkummar Rao
to co-host IIFA
Rocks 2023 in

Abu Dhabi
Mumbai, May 9

(IANS) Bollywood actor
Rajkummar Rao will be
seen co-hosting the
upcoming IIFA Rocks
2023 in Yas Island in
Abu Dhabi.The two-
day event will begin on
May 26 and on May 27
will have the main IIFA
Award event.

IIFA Rocks high-
lights the music and
fashion of Indian
cinema.The event will
have some of the best
actors coming to-
gether and performing
on top Bollywood
numbers for a fun-
filled event.

On the work front,
Rao will be next seen in
'Stree 2'. He will also be
seen with Jahnvi
Kapoor in 'Mr & Mrs
Mahi' which is directed
by Sharan Sharma.
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PARMESHWAR FUNKWAL TAKES OVER
AS PRINCIPAL CHIEF ENGINEER OF WR

Ahmedabad, Shri Parmeshwar Funkwal has taken
over the charge of the post of Principal Chief Engi-
neer of Western Railway recently. He is a senior officer
of Indian Railway Service of Engineers (IRSE) of the
1988 batch. Prior to this, he was working as Chief Track
Engineer at Western Railway.

Funkwal has held several key and diverse positions
in Railways such as Deputy Chief Engineer, Additional
Divisional Railway Manager Ahmedabad Division,
Chairman Railway Recruitment Board, Ahmedabad
and Divisional Railway Manager Rajkot. He has exten-
sively worked in Track and Bridge Research at RDSO
Lucknow as Director and Executive Director. His con-
tributions include upgradation of Rail Welding and
Ultrasonic Rail Testing Technologies. He played a key
role in introduction of heavy axle loads and monitor-
ing of their effects on track and bridges. He has ex-
tensive experience in HR functions and was instru-
mental in conducting several Online Examinations for
recruitments on Indian Railways (IR).

Shri Funkwal completed his Graduation in Civil
Engineering from SGSITS Indore with Gold Medal and
M Tech in Civil Engineering from IIT Kanpur. He has
published several research papers on Environmental,
Track and Bridge Engineering in International and
National Journals and presented his papers in inter-
national conferences at Beijing (China), Calgary
(Canada), and New Delhi. He was nominated to the
International Committee for evaluation of technical
papers by IHHA, USA and chaired technical sessions
in IHHA Conferences held at Beijing and New Delhi.
He is recipient of General Manger’s Award, K C Sood
Memorial Gold Medal for Best Research Paper and
Best Paper Award of International Heavy Haul Asso-
ciation (IHHA), USA. He has visited Sweden, Denmark,
France, Germany, China, Canada, Malaysia, Singapore
and Italy on various training and study assignments.

Apart from his job obligations, he also has a keen
interest in literature and his poems are regularly pub-
lished in contemporary Hindi literary magazines.

Judge Baxi who delivered Naroda
Gam verdict transferred

Judge Shubhada Baxi, the principal judge at the
Ahmedabad city court who delivered the Naroda Gam
verdict last month acquitting all 67 accused includ-
ing former minister Maya Kodnani, is among the 87
judges transferred by the Gujarat High Court, as noti-
fied on May 6.

Judge Baxi will be the principal district judge at
Jamnagar.Judge Baxi was also in charge of the spe-
cial NIA court in Ahmedabad where she dealt with
the Mundra drug haul proceedings, including bail pro-
ceedings of the accused.She was also the designated
POTA court judge in Ahmedabad and had acquitted
six of terror charges in February in the 2003 ISI terror
conspiracy case.

Fire breaks out at basement of
residential building

A fire broke out in the basement of a residential
building in Ahmedabad’s Paldi area early Monday
morning, damaging 12 parked vehicles, as per officials.

Om Jadeja, Ahmedabad fire and emergency ser-
vices divisional officer, said, “A call was received at 4:48
am by a resident that a fire broke out in the basement
of the Amizara Apartment. Till about 6:00 am, the fire
was under control.”

No casualties or injuries were reported.“The main
panel of the electrical cable connecting air condition-
ers in the building was stationed in the basement
where the vehicles too were parked.Prima facie, the
fire broke out in the panel due to overheating and
caught the vehicles parked nearby. A total of 12 ve-
hicles parked there were damaged,” added
Jadeja.People were evacuated due to the timely call
to the fire department by the resident who also
alarmed locals, said officials.

ED attaches properties worth Rs
51.40 cr in Chhattisgarh coal levy
extortion case

New Delhi, May 9 (IANS) The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) on Tuesday said that they have attached
properties worth Rs 51.40 crore in the illegal coal levy
extortion scam that took place in Chhattisgarh.

According to the ED, the 90 immovable proper-
ties, luxurious vehicles, jewellery and cash belong to
IAS Ranu Sahu and Suryakant Tiwari; MLAs Devender
Yadav and Chandradev Prasad Rai; R.P. Singh; Vinod
Tiwari and Ram Gopal Agarwal.

During the investigation, direct evidence of the
financial linkages of the above persons with
Suryakant Tiwari were established and assets created
by layering of the proceeds of crime or equivalent
assets were identified for attachment proceedings
under PMLA 2002.Earlier, the ED had attached prop-
erties worth Rs 170 Crore belonging to Suryakant
Tiwari, IAS Sameer Vishnoi and Saumya Chaurasia,
Sunil Agarwal and others.

1.56 lakh police personnel to be
deputed on election duty in K'taka

Bengaluru, May 9 (IANS) The Karnataka State Elec-
tion Commission has made eloborate arrangements
for the May 10 Assembly elections in the state. To en-
sure no untoward incidents take place, the commis-
sion is deputing 1.56 lakh police personnel across the
state. As many as 84,119 police officers from the state
have been deputed and the rest are roped in from
the neighbouring states.

According to a statement, 304 deputy superinten-
dents of police (Dy SP), 991 inspectors, 20,601 sub-
inspectors, and 650 companies of Central Armed Po-
lice Forces (CAPF) would be deputed for the polling
duty in the state. The 650 CAPF companies would in-
clude 101 from the Central Reserve Police Force, Bor-
der Security Force (108), Central Industrial Security
Force (75), Indo-Tibetan Border Police (70), Sashastra
Seema Bal (75), Railway Protection Force (35), and 186
of the Special Armed Police.

EVERYDAY DIAMOND JEWELLERY –
A SPECIAL MOTHER'S DAY EDIT BY
HARIT ZAVERI JEWELLERS

Ahemdabad -The everyday diamond collection is
a tribute to the mother of today; a multi-tasker who
juggles many roles. Diamonds being a woman’s best
friend are timeless and enhance the style quotient of
a woman, making her feel calm, confident and elegant,
thus expressing her impeccable taste. This Mother’s
Day edit by Harit Zaveri Jewellers is all about new,
modern designs and daily wearable pieces. “The Ev-
eryday Diamond Edit Spring-Summer 2023 is an ode
to the extraordinary woman of today. The diamond
jewellery is highlighted by weaving in a few coloured
stones to make an assertive statement by the wearer
of her impeccable taste” says Harit Zaveri. The inspi-
ration is derived from the qualities of a mother of be-
ing a multi-tasker and thus creating versatile, state-
ment jewellery underlining the personality of the
woman wearing it. The collection comprises of daz-
zling necklaces, earrings, rings and bracelets all of
which can be styled to create your own unique chic
statement. “Perfectly affordable gifts as a reminder of
the love you share for the most important woman in
your life” adds in Harit Zaveri.

BJP functionary murder in Gujarat:
Police pick up 2 suspects, question them

Ahmedabad The Valsad
police in Gujarat Monday
picked up two suspects in
the sensational murder of
Vapi taluka BJP vice-presi-
dent Shailesh Patel and are
questioning them to deter-
mine their role in the mur-
der.

Valsad Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police B N Dave
said, “We have picked up
two persons named Sadiyo
alias Sharad Patel and Nilesh
Ahir. They were mentioned
among the suspects in the
complaint of Nayna Patel
(Shailesh Patel’s wife). We
are questioning them to
find out their involvement in
the murder and also are try-

ing to find out the where-
abouts of the other suspects
mentioned in the
complaint.”Shailesh Patel’s
wife Naynaben Patel lodged
a complaint with the
Dungra police station Mon-
day against eight people,
including the two unidenti-
fied assailants who shot him
dead in the morning. The
other six were identified as
Mitesh Patel, his brothers
Vipul Patel and Pinal Patel,
their cousin Sadiyo alias
Sharad Patel, his son
Siddharth Patel, all residents
of Kocharva village and
Nilesh Ahir of Pandor village
in Vapi taluka.Naynaben
Patel mentioned in the com-

plaint that there had been
two failed murder attempts
against Shailesh Patel in the
past. The police complaints
in these incidents were reg-
istered with Pardi and
Dungra police stations. The
complainant further stated
that an old enmity from an
incident during a Ganesh
idol immersion event in
2013 led to the murder.

Shailesh Patel was wait-
ing in his SUV for his wife to
return from the Mahadev
temple at Rata Road when
the assailants shot at him
from point-blank range.
Naynaben told the police
that her sister-in-law Reema
Patel and her aunt-in-law

Meena Patel had accompa-
nied them to the temple.

The police registered an
offence under Indian Penal
Code (IPC) sections 302
(murder), 34 (acts done by
several persons in further-
ance of common intention),
120 (b) (punishment of
Criminal Conspiracy) and
Arms Act 25 (1) (a), 25 (1)(b),
and 27.The police blocked
all the entry and exit points
of the Vapi taluka to catch
the assailants. They gath-
ered photos of all the sus-
pects named in the com-
plaint and shared them
with different teams posted
at entry and exit points of
the taluka and district.

25 rescued as fire breaks out in
Ahmedabad residential complex

Ahmedabad Twenty-
five people were rescued
after a fire broke out on the
third floor of an apartment
complex in Anand Nagar
area of Gujarat’s
Ahmedabad on Monday
evening.

Officers said the inci-
dent took place at around
6.45 pm after the electrical
panel duct passing through

the balcony of a flat caught
fire due to overheating.
Residents of the flat were
not home when it hap-
pened.

Fumes from the fire
quickly spread across seven
floors.According to
Ahmedabad fire divisional
officer Om Jadeja, “The fire
broke out in the balcony of
a flat on the third floor in

block A of Dhanajay Towers.
It was controlled when it
reached the fourth floor.
The smoke spread to the
ninth floor, creating confu-
sion among the residents
who thought the fire had
reached there. As many as
25 people, who got trapped
on the upper floors, were
rescued. No casualties were
reported.”

Suraj Yadav alleged death threats
from accused months before killing

Ahmedabad Months
before he was stabbed to
death outside the Surat Dis-
trict Court, Suraj Yadav had
submitted an application
before the city police over
alleged threats by Karan
Singh Rajput, the accused,
and his aides.

Hours after the killing on
Friday, Karan Rajput and
Dhiraj Singh, the two-bike
borne men who allegedly
attacked him, were arrested
from Vadodara.In the appli-
cation sent by Suraj Yadav to
Sachin GIDC police station
on July 18 last year,
Abhishek Tiwari’s name was
also mentioned apart from
that of Rajput. DV Baldaniya,
who was earlier posted as
an inspector at the Sachin
GIDC police station and is
presently posted at Surat
airport,  said: “I remember
the application given by

Suraj Yadav over death
threats by Karan Rajput.  I
don’t know, however, about
the action taken (on the ap-
plication).” SurajYadav was
accused of killing Duresh
Yadav, an aide of Rajput, on
August 22, 2022. His friend
Manish Jha and Sandeep
Gaddi were among the
other accused.

While Suraj Yadav came
out on bail three months
ago, Jha and Gaddi are still
in a Surat Jail.On Friday, as
Rajput and Singh were ar-
rested from Vadodara, Zone
3 Deputy Commissioner of
Police Sagar Bagmar told
The Indian Express, “Rajput
wanted to avenge the mur-
der of his gang member
who was killed by Suraj and
two of his friends.” In his ap-
plication last year, Suraj al-
leged he received calls via
Instagram from Rajput and

Tiwari.
Rajput told him to

apologise or “else he would
get killed by his gang mem-
bers with weapons”, he had
stated. He had also report-
edly submitted the record-
ings of the threat
calls.Indrajeet Yadav, Suraj’s
father, filed complaint
against Rajput and Singh
Friday.

Adopted Son’s Battle For Inheritance Reaches High Court
Ahmedabad A legal

battle over a property in
Navrangpura has reached
the Gujarat High Court, as an
adopted son fights his step
maternal uncle over right to
inherit the estate. The high
court has set aside an order
issued by the civil court to
dispossess the son from the

property, bringing the case
back into focus.

In this case, one Jayaben
and her husband Ratilal had
adopted Nishith as the
couple had no children of
their own. After Ratilal’s
passing in 2017 and
Jayaben’s death in 2020, a
dispute arose over a Will
drawn by Jayaben. It be-
queathed her inherited
properties to a religious
trust. Among these proper-
ties is a flat in Navrangpura,
where Nishith stays with his
family.

Jayaben’s brother, Kanti
Bhai, insisted that Nishith

vacate the flat in accordance
with the Will’s stipulations.
However, Nishith refused,
asserting that as the
couple’s legally adopted
son, he held a rightful claim
to the property. Kanti Bhai’s
efforts to lodge a complaint
against his step nephew in
the lower court were unsuc-
cessful.

Kanti Bhai then turned
to the civil court to seek ex-
ecution of the Will, which
ordered Nishith to vacate
the flat or pay monthly rent
of Rs 25,000 to his step ma-
ternal uncle. In respon-se,
Nishith appealed to the

Gujarat High Court, provid-
ing his marriage invitation
card and government docu-
ments as evidence of his le-
gal adoption and right to
the property.

Upon further review, the
high court overturned the
lower court’s order and in-
structed it to decide the
case as soon as possible,
hearing all parties involved.
In the meantime, Nishith has
been granted permission to
stay in the house, under the
condition that he does not
create any third-party rights
until the final resolution of
the case.

City Doctor Feted
With RCP Fellowship

Ahmedabad Dr Sudhir
V Shah, a consultant
neurophysician, received
the prestigious Royal Col-
lege Of Physicians (RCP) Fel-
lowship 2022 on May 2 for
his outstanding contribu-
tion to the field. Dr Shah, the
2016 Padmashree Awardee,
has received several other
accolades in the past.

The RCP describes its fel-
lowship as not just a mem-
bership, but “an accolade
held by some of the most
inspirational and innovative
physicians in the world”. It
comprises an influential and
diverse community of genu-
ine changemakers, it states.

The selection is based
on recommendations of

past fellows, or one can self-
propose too.

The candidates are
grilled by a panel of senior
physicians before the fel-
lowship is bestowed. “It is an
intricate and rigorous pro-
cess. The contributions, rec-
ommendations and creden-
tials are thoroughly scruti-
nised. It is a six-month pro-
cess,” Dr Sudhir Shah told
Mirror.About 150 to 200
physicians are accredited
each year after being
screened from a pool of
physicians across the world.
Of the 40,000 fellows, about
32,000 are from the UK
while about 8,000 are from
80 other countries of the
world.

Where Are Large-Hearted Gujaratis?
A h m e d a b a d

Kankaria Zoo’s ‘Friends of
the Zoo’ adoption
scheme, launched in
2005 to encourage pub-
lic participation in wildlife
conservation, has seen a
loss of interest.

Only 53 animals were
adopted in the 2022-23
of the total 2,025
adopted animals at the
zoo. Sources attribute the
lacklustre results to a lack
of awareness and interest
in wildlife conservation
among citizens.

The scheme, which
enables individuals, com-
panies, and educational
institutions to adopt ani-
mals and learn about

their needs, aims to bring
people closer to nature and
foster a deeper understand-
ing of the ecosystem.

Adoption amounts
range from Rs 2,260 to Rs
2,58,260, with the zoo
spending over Rs 2 crore
annually to feed its diverse
array of animals.In an effort
to appeal to potential
adopters, the scheme high-
lights the opportunity for
hands-on learning about
animal care and the pride
that comes from contribut-
ing to wildlife conservation.

Companies can also par-
ticipate through Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
initiatives by adopting ani-
mals or funding infrastruc-

ture projects such as
enclosures.With afford-
able adoption rates as low
as Rs 200 per month, the
scheme offers options for
people to adopt various
animals, including tor-
toises, turtles, pigeons,
doves, finches, and
lovebirds.The Kankaria
Zoo is particularly notable
for its rare Nicobar pi-
geons, an endangered
species. There are 27 of
them at the zoo, with
Kankaria being the only
zoo in India where these
birds are breeding
successfully.There are also
four species of parrots
breeding in the zoo with
their numbers over a 100.

Car With Arms, Cartridges
Found Abandoned In Capital

AhmedabadSeizure of
arms and ammunition from
a deserted car in
Gandhinagar, which wit-
nesses lots of VVIP move-
ment, just four days ahead
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Gujarat on
May 12, has created flutter in
the security apparatus of
the state government.

PM Modi will be in
Gujarat on May 12. During
his visit, he will be inaugu-
rating the 29th edition of
biannual education summit
of Akhil Bharatiya Prathamik
Shishak Sangh, which is be-
ing hosted by Gujarat.

Cops on Monday
evening seized a Hyundai
Verna car with 236 live car-
tridges of 12 bore, 7.65 mm
and some blank ones along
with four pistols and coun-
try made guns from the
parking area of Sagar Ar-
cade in Sargasan locality of
Gandhinagar.A top police

official told Mirror, “The car
was found abandoned. We
found it based on tips from
citizens. We have found pis-
tols and live cartridges from
the car which is registered
with Ahmedabad RTO. It is
a matter of concern as the
car was found from an area
where there’s frequent VVIP
movement.“We are scan-
ning the footage from pub-
lic and private cameras in
the vicinity to find clues
about who left it there.”An
offence has been registered
in this connection and in-
vestigation is underway.

Insurance Company Fined For
Unfair Denial Of Covid Claim
A h m e d a b a d T h e

Gujarat State Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Commis-
sion (GSCDRC) has ruled
against an insurance com-
pany, imposing a fine of Rs
10,000 for unjustly denying
a claim by a man whose
mother had undergone
treatment for Covid.

Jigar Soni’s mother,
Linaben Soni, was infected
with the coronavirus and
received treatment be-
tween April 14 and April 17,
2021.

She was insured under
the Corona Rakshak policy
provided by the Oriental In-
surance Company. However,

the company denied Jigar
Soni’s claim, citing that the
hospital bill’s discharge
summary did not specify
the time of admission.

In response, Soni filed a
complaint with the
Gandhinagar district con-
sumer forum, which ruled in
his favour and instructed
the insurance company to
pay Rs 2.50 lakh, including
interest, to the complainant.
The insurance company ap-
pealed the decision in the
GSCDRC, arguing discrepan-
cies in the discharge
summary’s admission and
discharge dates and the re-
quirement of a 72-hour hos-

pitalization for the claim.
Additionally, the com-

pany claimed that Soni had
already received reimburse-
ment for his mother’s treat-
ment under his own medi-
claim policy, preventing him
from claiming again. How-
ever, the GSCDRC dismissed
these arguments, with the
bench comprising the
Commission’s president,
Justice V P Patel and mem-
bers P R Shah and A C Rawal
concluding that the insur-
ance company’s advocate
failed to establish the rel-
evance of the second policy
to the Corona Rakshak
Policy claim.

Fifteen killed as
bus falls into
river in MP's
Khargone

Bhopal, May 9 (IANS) At
least 15 people were killed
and nearly 25 others injured
after a bus fell into a river in
Madhya Pradesh's
Khargone district on Tues-
day.

According to sources,
the incident took place
when the bus, which was
passing through a bridge,
fell into the river.

Expressing grief over
the loss of lives, Madhya
Pradesh Home Minister
Narottam Mishra told IANS
that the district administra-
tion and police have been
asked to extend all possible
help to the victims.

‘No violence, no speeches, no talking’:
Manipuris in Pune to hold silent peace rally
PuneAS RIOT-HIT

Manipur attempts to re-
cover from the violence over
the past week, an associa-
tion of the northeastern
state’s diaspora in Pune is
planning to hold a gather-
ing of all communities for a
silent peace rally in the city
at 7 pm on Wednesday.

The rally will be a “quiet
affair” at the Vidyanchal
School in Aundh, according
to Kulabidhu Chanam, the
president of AMAND (Asso-
ciation of Manipuri
Diaspora).“We wish to carry
out a peace rally to pray for
silence. We want an end to
all violence and invite all the
communities in Pune to join
us in our prayers,” said
Chanam, who is a petroleum
geologist who has lived in
Pune since his pursuit of
graduate studies from
Fergusson College.The
other office-bearers of
AMAND called on all people
of Pune to join the rally, and
not just Manipuris in the
city.“We will light candles for
peace and harmony. There

will be no speeches, no talk-
ing. We simply wish to have
unity and stability in
Manipur as well as in Pune
between all communities.
There is no intention or
need to discuss how the vio-
lence broke out,” said
Suresh Chingtham, IT and
Publicity Secretary of
AMAND.

“We are expecting
around 50 people as of now,
but we would like to invite
all Manipuris, irrespective of
their community affiliation,
to join the mass gathering.
It would mean a lot to us if
other people of Pune would
join and be kind enough to
show us support at such a
time,” said L Rishikanta
Meitei, General Secretary of
AMAND.On Monday
evening, a special flight car-
rying around 25 students
from Maharashtra, who
were stranded in Manipur,
landed in Mumbai. The stu-
dents have been pursuing
higher education degrees in
various institutions in the
n o r t h e a s t e r n

state.According to Manipur
Chief Minister N Biren Singh,
60 deaths have been re-
corded in the violence that
broke out on May 3. The
Centre, meanwhile, has told
the Supreme Court that the
state was “returning to nor-
malcy”.

Sharad Pawar hits back at Saamana, says those he
groomed are shining bright; ridicules Prithviraj Chavan
PuneA day after Shiv

Sena (UBT ) mouthpiece,
Saamana, said Sharad Pawar
had failed to groom a suc-
cessor who could take his
party forward, the NCP chief
hit back Tuesday, saying he
does not care what others
write about him and those
he groomed have already
proved their mettle.

Reacting to Monday’s
editorial in Saamana, Pawar
told reporters in Satara, “We
don’t attach importance to
what people write as to
whether we have groomed
a successor or not. They will
write. It is their right to do so.
We ignore it. We know what
we are doing. We get satis-
faction out of that”.“Our
party colleagues present
their own views, but we
don’t make those views
public. It is an issue which
belongs to our family. Every
colleague of ours knows
how our party will move for-
ward. Our colleagues are
confident about how we
create new leadership,” he
added.Citing the example of
how he created a new line

of leadership after the NCP’s
formation in 1999, Pawar
said, “When we came to
power along with the Con-
gress in 1999, we wanted to
form the ministry. Among
those whom we included in
the ministry were Jayant
Patil, Ajit Pawar, R R Patil,
Dilip Walse-Patil, Anil
Deshmukh…Like these,
there were several names
who were experiencing the
seat of power for the first
time…Those who were in-
cluded were appointed as
Cabinet ministers.
Maharashtra has seen that
each one of them has
proved his mettle. And that’s
why if people write whether
we have groomed a succes-
sor or not, we do not attach
importance to it.”

On Monday, Saamana
Executive Editor Sanjay Raut
had told The Indian Express
the editorial had expressed
its point of view. “There was
no criticism of the NCP chief
in the editorial. It is just a
point of view,” said Raut.

Pawar also did not spare
senior Congress leader

Prithviraj Chavan who had
expressed doubts about the
behaviour of the NCP and its
perceived dalliance with the
BJP. “Where does Prithviraj
Chavan stand in Congress?”
he asked.

The NCP chief was re-
sponding to the criticism
made by Chavan while he
was campaigning for Con-
gress candidates ahead of
the Karnataka Assembly
elections. “My colleagues
will tell you in private about
Prithviraj Chavan,” Pawar
added.While campaigning
in Nipani, Chavan had said
they keep reading in news-
papers and watch on televi-
sion about the NCP and the
BJP.Citing the example of
how he created a new line
of leadership after the NCP’s
formation in 1999, Pawar
said, “When we came to
power along with the Con-
gress in 1999, we wanted to
form the ministry. Among
those whom we included in
the ministry were Jayant
Patil, Ajit Pawar, R R Patil,
Dilip Walse-Patil, Anil
Deshmukh…

Ensure victory of ‘Ram bhakts’:
Adityanath to seers in Ayodhya

CHIEF MINISTER Yogi
Adityanath on Monday ap-
pealed to the sadhus and
seers of Ayodhya to ensure
the victory of “Ram bhakt”
candidates of BJP in the ur-
ban local body elections,
adding that if one who
opened fire on “Ram
bhakts” gets votes here,
that would send a wrong
message to the society.

Addressing a gathering
of ‘prabuddhajan’ (intellec-
tuals) including sadhus, on

the premises of
Maniramdas Chhavni in
Ayodhya, Adityanath asked
to form 60 teams of sadhus
for 60 municipal wards and
appealed to them to reach
out every household in
support of BJP candidates.

For the mayoral elec-
tions, the BJP in Ayodhya
has fielded Mahant Girish
Pati Tripathi, who is
peethadhishwar of
Vashishth Peeth in
Ayodhya.

K'taka polls: BJP
organised 9,125
rallies, 1,377
roadshows

Bengaluru,  The BJP,
which is trying to create a
history by retaining power
in Karnataka beating anti-
incumbency factor, has
made an all-out effort in its
election campaigning.With
its efforts and outreach of
the national as well as top
state-level leaders, the saf-
fron party has made the
fight in the state intense.
According to Karnataka BJP,
the party has conducted
9,125 rallies and 1,377
roadshows in the state.
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The Duke of Sussex (left) slipped in and out of Buckingham Palace during the Coronation without seeing
the Royal Family during his visit to Britain, it was claimed. Prince Harry spent less than half an hour at the
Palace after the Westminster Abbey service before travelling to Heathrow Airport to return to the United
States to be with his wife Meghan (inset) and their children on Saturday. He went to the Palace for 'logistical
reasons' to take a moment out of the public eye after the two-hour ceremony and didn't speak to any family
members, according to the Telegraph It comes after King Charles III (pictured right with his wife, Queen Camilla)
reportedly expressed 'regret' over Prince Harry's invitation and toasted 'those that weren't there' during the
Royal Family's celebratory lunch.

Boris Johnson 'squared up' to Charles after he branded the Government's
Rwanda scheme 'appalling', it was claimed last night. In an extraordinary clash
last year, the ex-PM allegedly rounded on the then Prince of Wales and warned
him against interfering in politics. The 15-minute showdown at a Common-
wealth summit in Rwanda in June followed revelations in the Mail that Charles
had privately described the plan to deport Channel migrants to the African state
(bottom right) as 'appalling'. At the time, No 10 denied there had been a row,
with Mr Johnson saying only that the two men had had a 'good old chinwag'.
And last night, friends of Mr Johnson said he did not recognise the account and
that it was 'inaccurate'. But in a bombshell revelation in a new podcast called
Unprecedented, for Global Player, No 10's former director of communications
Guto Harri (top right) says the then PM told him he 'went in quite hard' against
the future King over his decision to wade into the highly sensitive political
matter.

The extraordinary claim came from Kyiv government official Anton
Gerashchenko. 'Putin will not dare to appear at the Red Square parade (top right)
on May 9, but will send a double,' he said. Rumours of Putin (pictured left) using
doppelgängers - who have undergone plastic surgery to look like the Russian
despot - predate the war against Ukraine but have intensified recently. The 70-
year-old is said to be fearful of assassination because of the war against Ukraine.
It comes just days after Putin's officials said a drone attack had hit the Kremlin,
with the alleged blast being caught on camera (bottom right). And last month,
it was claimed that Ukrainian secret service agents had tried to assassinate Putin
with a kamikaze drone carrying explosives - but failed after it crashed a few
miles short of their target.
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Canada expels Chinese diplomat,
Beijing warns of 'consequences'

Ottawa, May 9 (IANS)
Canada has expelled a Chi-
nese diplomat after allega-
tions that Beijing tried to in-
timidate an MP and inter-
fere in the countrys elec-
tions, according to media
reports.

In a statement on Mon-
day, Foreign Minister
Melanie Joly said that
Canada has declared
Toronto-based diplomat
Zhao Wei "persona non
grata", CNN reported.

"I have been clear: we
will not tolerate any form of
foreign interference in our
internal affairs. Diplomats in
Canada have been warned
that if they engage in this
type of behaviour, they will
be sent home," she added.

Monday's development
follows mounting public
pressure on the Ottawa gov-
ernment to respond follow-
ing revelations the Cana-
dian Security Intelligence
Service found an accredited
Chinese diplomat in the
country had targeted oppo-

sition MP Michael Chong,
and his relatives in China,
after he sponsored a motion
to condemn Beijing's treat-
ment of its Uyghur Muslim
minority group.

The intelligence service
also reportedly said Beijing
had tried to sway the out-
come of Canada's federal
elections in 2019 and 2021.

The allegations were
first reported by Canadian
newspaper the Globe and
Mail. Chong, who represents
the Wellington-Halton Hills
district in Ontario, has re-
peatedly called for Zhao's
expulsion since the media
report of Chinese actions
emerged.

In response to the
explusion, the Chinese Em-
bassy in Canada called alle-
gations of political interfer-
ence "groundless" and
warned of "consequences".

In March, Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau announced
an independent special rap-
porteur to investigate the
interference claims.

Zelensky declares May 9 as
Europe Day

Kiev, May 9 (IANS) Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky has signed a decree declaring May 9 as
Europe Day, in line with the European Union (EU).

In an announcement on Monday, he also said
that May 8 would now officially be a Day of Remem-
brance and Victory, as marked in many countries
around the world.

"Many years ago, the tradition of celebrating Eu-
rope Day was established on our continent to mark
peace and unity achieved. Today, unity on our conti-
nent brings us closer to celebrating the first day of
our peace. Every year on May 9, we will commemo-
rate our historic unity 00 the unity of all Europeans
who destroyed Nazism and will defeat 'Ruscism'," the
President said in a social media post.

"This will be the Day of Europe, which has sup-
ported Ukrainians for all nine years of aggression and
439 days of the full-scale invasion. This will be the
Day of Europe, which helps us fight in all directions.
This will be the Day of Europe -- our ally. This will be
the Day of Europe -- our Europe, which Ukraine has
always been, is, and will be a part of."

N.Korean media calls for
increased farming output amid
food shortage crisis

Seoul, May 9 (IANS) North Korea's state media
called on farmers to prepare for the rice-planting
season in a "watertight" manner on Tuesday, in what
appeared to be efforts aimed at increasing grain
output to tackle the country's food shortages.

In an article headlined "Let's prepare for rice-
planting in a watertight (manner)" that appeared on
the front page of Rodong Sinmun, the North's main
newspaper, the state media instructed agriculture
workers to ramp up efforts for their work, saying each
day of the season counts for annual output, reports
Yonhap News Agency.

The newspaper carried six more articles on farm-
ing on its front page, including those emphasising
the importance of technology to enhance agricul-
ture efficiency and mentioning how government
ministries are drawing up support measures upon
leader Kim Jong-un's order to bolster state support
for farming.

Auckland declares state of
emergency due to floods, heavy
rain

Auckland, May 9 (IANS) New Zealand's largest
city of Auckland on Tuesday declared a local state of
emergency due to floods and torrential rainfall.

Traffic was at a standstill in Auckland, as the city
entered its third state of emergency due to severe
weather this year, reports Xinhua news agency.

The meteorological agency has issued weather
warnings and watches for many parts of the North
Island.

The North Island was affected by severe floods
in January and Cyclone Gabrielle in February which
killed at least 11 people.

The National Emergency Management Agency's
National Coordination Centre has been activated,
and the government stands ready to provide any
support that is needed, McAnulty said.

Auckland Emergency Management has opened
a Civil Defence Centre to assist those that have been
displaced or need assistance following Tuesday's
severe weather.

IIT-Delhi alumni named dean of
Cornell's management school

New York, May 9 (IANS)
Indian-American professor
and IIT-Delhi alumni Vishal
Gaur has been named the
Anne and Elmer Lindseth
Dean of the Samuel Curtis
Johnson Graduate School of
Management in Cornell Uni-
versity.

Gaur, who is the
Emerson Professor of Manu-
facturing Management and
professor of operations,
technology and information
management, will begin his
role from July 1, a University
statement said.

Gaur joined the Cornell
faculty in 2007 and previ-
ously served as associate
dean for MBA programs at
the Johnson School.

"Vishal has demon-
strated his outstanding
commitment to the
Johnson School time and
again, as a distinguished
scholar, as an award-win-
ning educator and espe-
cially as an effective leader. I
couldn't be more pleased
that he'll lead the school
into its next phase," Cornell

SC Johnson College of Busi-
ness Dean, Andrew Karolyi,
said.Gaur's research focuses
on data-driven analysis of
problems in supply chains,
retailing, e-commerce and
marketplace operations.

He created a method for
benchmarking inventory

turnover performance of
firms, and his current
projects involve the reduc-
tion of food waste and sup-
ply chain risk, according to
the University statement.

"The Johnson School is a
leader in graduate business
education and scholarship.
Ia¿m really excited to work
towards the mission of the
school," Gaur said in a state-
ment. As associate dean for
MBA programs from 2014-
19, he launched the Digital
Technology Immersion, in

which MBA candidates and
students earning their M.P.S.
in data science or applied
statistics develop skills in
coding, databases and ad-
vanced analytics and learn
to leverage them to tackle
challenges faced by leading
companies.He also created
the Master of Science in
Business Analytics program
offered through eCornell,
which provides working
professionals a hands-on
opportunity to learn about
data analytics tools essential
to analyzing and optimising
business decisions.

"The creation of these
programs represents
Vishal's forward-thinking
leadership, which will con-
tinue to serve students well
into the future," Karolyi said.

Gaur is the 2022 recipi-
ent of the Class of 1992
Apple Award for Excellence
in Teaching, the 2020 recipi-
ent of the Stephen Russell
Distinguished Teaching
Award and a three-time win-
ner of the Johnson School's
Core Faculty Award.

Germany mulls
increase in
deportations:
Report

Berlin, May 9 (IANS) Ger-
many is mulling a change of
course in its policy on mi-
gration and may deport a
larger number of rejected
asylum seekers, a local me-
dia report said.

The plans are to be dis-
cussed at a refugee summit
with the federal and state
governments on Wednes-
day, Xinhua news agency
quoted the Bild newspaper
report as saying.

The country is seeking
to increase the "effective-
ness and the success rate,
especially in the repatriation
of foreigners who have
committed significant
criminal offences", the re-
port quoted a draft resolu-
tion by Chancellor Olaf
Scholz's office as saying.

Foreigners who have
come to Germany despite
an entry ban should be
more easily placed in deten-
tion pending deportation.
In addition, "central arrival
facilities" are to be created
from which deportations
can be carried out directly.

Yoon's approval rating at 37.5% ahead of 1st anniversary in office
Seoul, May 9 (IANS)

South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol's approval rat-
ing stands at 37.5 per cent
ahead of this week's first
anniversary of his inaugura-
tion, a new survey revealed
on Tuesday.

The Yonhap News
Agency-Yonhap News TV
joint survey also showed the
ruling People Power Party
(PPP) and the main opposi-
tion Democratic Party (DP)
would win 32 per cent and
30 per cent of the vote, re-
spectively, if next year's par-
liamentary elections were to
take place tomorrow.Seven

out of 10 people also said
they are worried about
South Korea's security, the
survey showed, amid a se-
ries of North Korean missile
launches, and tensions with
Russia over Ukraine and
with China over the cross-
strait issue.Yonhap News
Agency and Yonhap News
TV jointly commissioned
the survey to gauge public
sentiment ahead of Yoon's
first anniversary in office,
which falls on Wednesday.

The survey was con-
ducted May 6-7 on 1,000
adults aged 18 or
older.According to the poll,

the positive assessment of
Yoon's performance was
37.5 per cent, while the

negative assessment came
to 60 per cent.The poll
showed 63.4 per cent of re-
spondents in their 60s and

57.3 per cent living in Daegu
and North Gyeongsang
province gave positive feed-
back on hiss performance.

In contrast, 75.1 and 74.7
per cent of respondents in
their 30s and 40s, respec-
tively, gave a negative as-
sessment, the poll showed.

Defence and diplomacy
were the factors most cited
by respondents in giving
positive assessments of
Yoon's performance, fol-
lowed by science, health
care, culture and the
economy, the poll showed.

In contrast, the economy
was the factor most cited by

respondents in giving nega-
tive assessments.

The poll showed 55.5
per cent of respondents
gave a positive assessment
on Yoon's state visit to the
US in late April.

Regarding the direction
of South Korea-Japan rela-
tions, 55.4 per cent of re-
spondents said a sincere
apology from Tokyo over
colonial-era issues is a prior-
ity in mending ties.

In terms of future
agenda items for the Yoon
administration, 39.1 per
cent said the government
should focus on the
economy and job creation.

Canada announces largest electric
bus order in North America

Ottawa, May 9 (IANS)
The Canadian government
announced its first major ac-
quisition of more than 1,000
electric buses to enhance
the network of electric pub-
lic transit in the eastern
province of
Quebec.According to a
statement issued by Infra-
structure Canada, the fed-
eral and the provincial gov-
ernments will invest over
C$780 million ($585 million)
and over C$1.1 billion, re-

spectively, to support the
purchase of 1,229 electric
buses for Quebec's network
of electric public transit, re-
ports Xinhua news agency.

The financial support is
unparalleled in Canada, and
makes it possible to carry
out the largest electric
buses project in North
America, the statement said.

The funding will allow
10 public transportation
organisations in Quebec to
begin the massive conver-

sion of their bus fleets to
become 100 per cent elec-
tric. The investment also de-
livers on the federal
government's commitment
to help purchase 5,000 zero
emission buses over the
next five years, the statem
local economic benefits, the
level of Canadian content
required in this call for ten-
ders was set at 25 per cent
and the final assembly must
be done in the country, it
added.

UNSC voices concern over
deteriorating situation in Haiti

United Nations, May 9
(IANS) The UN Security
Council (UNSC) has ex-
pressed deep concern over
the deteriorating security
and humanitarian situation
in Haiti.

The Council members
condemned the increasing
violence, criminal activities,
and human rights abuses
and violations which they
said undermine the peace,
stability and security of Haiti
and the region, calling on
the perpetrators of the "ab-
horrent acts" to be brought
to justice, reports Xinhua
ews agency.They stressed
the importance of restoring
efficient judicial institutions
in Haiti in order to
strengthen the fight against
impunity.The UNSC mem-
bers noted with grave con-

cern the illicit trafficking
flows of firearms and am-
munition that enable gangs
and other criminal networks
to fuel violence in Haiti.They
reiterated the urgent need
to prohibit the transfer of
arms and related materiel of
all types to non-state actors
engaged in or supporting
gang violence, criminal ac-
tivities or human rights
abuses in Haiti, as well as to
prevent their illicit traffick-
ing and diversion.

In members reaffirmed
their call to all political ac-
tors to engage construc-
tively in meaningful nego-
tiations to allow the holding
of inclusive, free and fair leg-
islative and presidential
elections in Haiti, "as soon
necessary conditions are
met.

Iran warns of 'decisive'
response to act of aggression
Tehran, May 9 (IANS) Iran

has said that it would defi-
nitely respond to any act of
aggression with "decisive
and regret-inducing" mea-
sures, after a senior US offi-
cial said last week that
Washington will recognise
Israel's right for "freedom of
action" if Tehran tries to ob-
tain nuclear weapons.

Iranian Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Nasser Kanaani
made the remarks at a
weekly press conference in
Tehran on Monday when he
was asked to respond to the
comments made by US Na-
tional Security Adviser Jake

Sullivan at the Washington
Institute for Near East Policy
on Thursday, Xinhua news
agency reported, citing the
semi-official Tasnim news
agency.Kanaani said
Sullivan's comments are yet
another proof that the US
accepts responsibility for
Israel's "destructive" actions
directly and indirectly.

He urged the US to be
wary of the legal ramifica-
tions of such statements,
adding Iran's nuclear activi-
ties are "peaceful" and the
country is a signatory to the
Non-Proliferation Treaty and
committed to the safe-

guards agreements.
Iran signed the nuclear

deal, formally known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA), with w
agreeing to put some curbs
on its nuclear program in
return for the removal of the
sanctions on the country.

The US, however, pulled
out of the deal in May 2018
and reimposed its sanctions
on Tehran.The talks on the
JCPOA's revival began in
April 2021 in Vienna. No
breakthrough has been
achieved after the latest
round of talks in August
2022.--IANS

Ceasefire talks yield 'no major
progress' as fighting rages in Sudan

Khartoum, May 9 (IANS)
Armed clashes still raged in
the Sudanese capital of
Khartoum as negotiations
between the Sudanese
Armed Forces (SAF) and the
paramilitary Rapid Support-
ive Forces (RSF) have so far
yielded no major progress.

The situation in Sudan is

stable in all states except for
the capital Khartoum, SAF
Commander Abdel Fattah
Al-Burhan told Egypt's Al
Qahera News in a phone in-
terview on Monday.

"We can discuss a settle-
ment after we reach a per-
manent ceasefire in
Khartoum," Burhan was
quoted as saying, warning
that war
could spread
to the rest of
Sudan if a di-
vision hap-
pens in
Khartoum.

" O u r
f o r c e s
clashed with a group of the
rebel militia in Bahri
(Khartoum North) and de-
stroyed four armed vehicles,
while the enemy fled," the
SAF was quoted by Xinhua
news agency as saying in a
statement on Monday.

Gunfires and shellings
can still be heard in
Khartoum early in the morn-
ing. Fighter jets of the armed
forces flew above the city
and the RSF fired anti-air-
craft guns in response, ac-
cording to a Xinhua corre-
spondent at Khartoum.

The SAF accused the RSF

fighters of robbing banks
and shops, as well as storm-
ing citizens' houses and
looting their properties in
the residential
neighbourhoods where the
RSF fighters are stationed.

The SAF warned citizens
to keep away from the clash
areas and avoid approach-
ing any unknown metal ob-

jects until the
t e c h n i c a l
crews arrive
to deal with
them.

M e a n -
while, an
anonymous
Saudi Ara-

bian diplomat told media on
Monday that as the dia-
logue between the two war-
ring parties in Jeddah en-
tered its third day, no signifi-
cant progress has been
made, noting, "The topic of
a permanent ceasefire is not
on the table."Since the con-
flict began, the war-torn ar-
eas in Khartoum have been
cut off from electricity, wa-
ter supply, and communica-
tion. People who had to
hunker down in their
houses are in dire shortages
of basic living necessities
and medical services.

Indian driver jailed in Singapore
for causing elderly cyclist's death

Singapore, May 9
(IANS) A 25-year-old In-
dian lorry driver in
Singapore has been sen-
tenced to a year in jail for
failing to give way to an
elderly cyclist crossing the
road, causing his death in
2022, a media report said.

Udaiyappan Vasanth
on Monday admitted to
one count each of causing
a death by driving without
reasonable consideration
for other road users and in-
tending to pervert the
course of justice, The
Straits Times reported.

In addition to causing
the accident, he also man-
aged to convince his col-
league Rajendhiran
Chelladurai, also an Indian
national, to take the fall for
the offence.

Vasanth was driving
towards a zebra crossing
on April 16, 2022, at a
speed of about 40 kmph
when he saw Abdul Aziz
Syed Mohamed, 64, cy-
cling across it.

He did not give way to

the cyclist and the lorry hit
Mohamed, flinging him off
his bicycle before landing
about 7 metres away on
the road.

Chelladurai was sitting
in the front passenger seat
at the time, said the report.

According to Deputy
Public Prosecutor Ng Jun
Kai, the traffic volume was
moderate, the road surface
was dry, and visibility was
good at the time of the ac-
cident.

Kai told the court that
the in-vehicle camera in-
stalled in the lorry did not
capture the accident as its
memory card was cor-
rupted.

Mohamed was rushed
to the Changi General Hos-
pital, where he was found
with injuries including a
fractured skull and was
pronounced dead shortly.

Vasanth, on probation
as a driver, asked
Chelladurai to take the
blame for the accident,
fearing that his licence
could be revoked.
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Cristiano Ronaldo pushed a member of the opposition's backroom staff away after they tried to take a
selfie with him following Al-Nassr's 1-1 draw with Al-Khaleej. After the game Ronaldo was inundated with
requests from Al-Khaleej players and staff for his shirt and the Portuguese star ended up giving it to one
player. However, he didn't react so kindly when a member of the Al-Khaleej backroom staff attempted to
take a selfie with him and ended up pushing the individual away.
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ity of trendy yet competitive
fashion apparel to our cus-
tomers, we have
openedour5thretail store
inSurat. Today, we have a
strong presence across the
length and breadth of the
country and aim to aggres-
sively expand our retail
presence further over the
next few years.”

Cantabil Retail has al-
ways been at the forefront
of offering premium cloth-
ing in cutting-edge style.
Every year, the brand keeps
curating a cozy yet classic
and stylish apparel assort-
ment, giving it a new narra-
tive that relates to the rap-
idly shifting times we live in.

Cantabil Retail expands its retail presence
with the opening of a new store in Surat
Surat, Cantabil Retail In-

dia Ltd., one of India's lead-
ing apparel manufacturer
and retailer, has announced
the opening of its5thretail
store inSurat,Gujarat.Spread
across an area of 1,350 sqft.,
this brand’sstore is located
at Shop No. 3 & 4, Ground
Floor, Blue Point, Opp. D-
mart, Sarthana Jakat Naka,
Kamrej Road, Nana
Varachha, Surat- 95006,
Gujarat.

The all-new Cantabil Re-
tail store represents the fu-
ture of retail experience for
its customers, as they offer
a full range of formal-wear,
casuals, and ultra-casual
clothing for men at com-

petitive price.With this store
opening, Cantabil retail has
reached to 451store mark
across India and plans to
continue expanding its re-
tail presence.

Commenting on the
opening of the store, Mr.
Deepak Bansal, Director,
Cantabil Retail India Ltd.
said, “We are delighted to
announce the launch of our
new retail store inSurat,
Gujarat.

Cantabil Retail as a
brand has been well re-
ceived and admired
amongst our customers in
the mid-premium segment,
across all age groups. In or-
der to ensure the availabil-

US-based Invesco further slashes
Swiggy's valuation to $5.5 bn

New Delhi, May 9
(IANS) US-based invest-
ment company Invesco
has further slashed online
food delivery platform
Swiggy's valuation in its
holding to about $5.5
billion.According to regu-
latory filings with the US
Security and Exchange
Commission (SEC), Invesco
valued Swiggy's shares at
$3,305 (as of January 31,
2023) -- down from $4,759
in October 2022.

In October last year,
Invesco had already re-
duced the valuation of its
holding in Swiggy to about

$8 billion.
Swiggy had reached a

$10.7 billion valuation in a
round led by Invesco in
January last year.

The revised valuation
represents a massive 49
per cent decrease from
the $10.7 billion valuation.
The valuation cut in
Swiggy was first reported
by TechCrunch.The com-
pany is yet to make its
FY23 numbers public. It
clocked a 2.2-times
growth in its gross mer-
chandise revenue (GMV)
to reach Rs 5,705 crore in
FY22.

IPL 2023: Suresh Raina impressed with emergence
of Tushar Deshpande, Matheesha Pathirana

By Niharika Raina
New Delhi, May 9 (IANS)

In Chennai Super Kings' six-
wicket victory over Mumbai
Indians at Chepauk on Sat-
urday, their fast-bowling trio
of Deepak Chahar, Tushar
Deshpande and Matheesha
Pathirana stepped up to
give the four-time champi-
ons a rare double over
the five-time winners.

While it was hearten-
ing to see Chahar pick up
two wickets after missing
many games due to in-
jury, what would have
gladdened Chennai's
die-hard fans would have
been the performances
of Deshpande and
Pathirana, who are slowly
emerging as fast-bowl-
ing mainstays for MS Dhoni,
despite the injuries in fast-
bowling department in the
run-up and mid-way of the
competition.

Deshpande has been
Chennai's leading wicket-
taker with 19 scalps and
wore the purple cap mul-
tiple times in the ongoing
season. Though his
economy rate is on the
higher side, Deshpande has
been able to impress the
onlookers with pace, swing
as well as variations upfront.

"Like, he got Green out
in the last game and got
Rohit out too at the
Wankhede. One would see
that he was bowling proper
Test-match length and for
doing so, one has to think
within the box. He's im-
pressed a lot and is very
much into the game situa-

tions along with a great
seam position," said Suresh
Raina, currently an IPL ex-
pert for JioCinema, in a se-
lect virtual interaction.Apart
from the starting bursts,
Deshpande has taken eight
wickets in death overs this
year, just behind his team-
mate Pathirana's ten scalps,
though his economy rate is
on the higher side. But
something which has
caught the eye of Raina, the
former India and Chennai
Super Kings player, has been

Deshpande's execution of
yorkers."Tushar Deshpande
has the pace, variety, swing,
bounce and his biggest
strength is of bowling
yorkers, while executing
them under pressure. One
has to give kudos to his be-
lief, self-confidence,
mindset. Plus, Dhoni is using

him well in middle
overs, last five overs
and with new
ball.""He has a very
good action, bowls
while coming close to
the stumps and be-
lieves a lot on his
yorker. All the plans
he's trying to execute,
everything is working
out and all of the
credit goes to

Dwayne Bravo, who's be-
come the bowling coach of
CSK."It's no secret that
Pathirana's stocks as a reli-
able death overs bowler are
on a rise in IPL 2023 and his
spell of 3/15, where he
didn't concede a boundary,
and applied brakes on
Mumbai's batting in the
back-end."I think he has
been very good. He's bowl-
ing with good pace and I
was fortunate enough to
give him his first Man of the
Match award in his life.

IPL 2023: Eden crowd chanting 'Rinku,
Rinku' gave me goosebumps, says
KKR skipper Nitish Rana

Kolkata, May 9 (IANS) Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR)
skipper Nitish Rana was pleased to hear the Eden
Gardens crowd chant "Rinku, Rinku" and said that
fans' enthusiastic cheers demonstrate the level of
recognition the left-hander has received for his out-
standing performance in the ongoing Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL).

Chasing 180, Kolkata needed two runs off the
last two balls, Rinku provided yet another sensa-
tional finish with a four off the last ball to win a
thriller for KKR against Punjab Kings.

Hailing Rinku at the post-match presentation,
KKR skipper said: "I just keep telling him, 'believe in
yourself because what you have achieved is some-
thing not many people will achieve in their life. If
you can do that, you can do anything'. When he was
batting, the whole crowd was chanting 'Rinku,
Rinku'. That is what he has earned this year. I got
goosebumps."I've been at this franchise for the last
few years now, I'm used to the Eden crowd scream-
ing 'Russell, Russell'. But to hear them shout 'Rinku,
Rinku' makes me feel very happy. That's the respect
he has earned this season."

Asia Cup likely to move out of
Pakistan, Sri Lanka may host
the tournament: Reports

New Delhi, May 9 (IANS) Asian Cricket Council
expected to move the Asia Cup out of Pakistan,
which was originally scheduled to host the conti-
nental tournament.

Last year, BCCI secretary and ACC chairman Jay
Shah had made it clear that the Indian team will not
travel to Pakistan for the Continental championship
and demanded that the event be moved to a neu-
tral venue.

Pakistan, on the other hand, has even threatened
to boycott the ODI World Cup, which will be played
in India in October-November.

According to an India Today report, the Asia cup
could be shifted entirely to a new country, with Sri
Lanka coming up as the frontrunner to host the
tournament.Interestingly, the Island nation failed to
host the Asia Cup last year due to the economic cri-
sis, as a result of which the tournament was shifted
to the UAE.

When Andre Russell gets going,
that ground is simply too small
for him: Graeme Swann

new delhi, may 9 (ians) Kolkata Knight Riders
kept their play-off chances alive as they walked out
of the Eden Gardens with a IPL 2023 win over the
Punjab Kings by 5 wickets.

Batting first, the Kings set a target of 180 runs,
led by a 57-run performance by captain Shikhar
Dhawan. Chasing, the KKR captain too top scored
for his team as Nitish Rana hit 51 runs off just 38
deliveries.

Rana got out in the 16th over but the KKR fin-
ishers Andre Russell and Rinku Singh made them
win the thriller that stretched to the last ball. This
win helps Kolkata rise to 5th on the table, proving
they're still in the fight for a playoff berth while
Punjab falls to 7th place with the same win-loss
record but a worse run rate.--IANS

IPL 2023: Sam Curran couldn't execute
what he needed to, says Simon Doull

New Delhi, May 9 (IANS)
Simon Doull believes that
Punjab Kings (PBKS) seamer
Sam Curran failed to per-
form well under pressure
during the team's IPL 2023
encounter against Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR).

He said that the tactic
used by the English all-
rounder to deliver a slower
ball ended up having a
negative outcome.

With Kolkata requiring
26 off 12 balls, Curran con-
ceded 20 runs as Russell
smacked back-to-back
maximums. After a dot ball,
he went for another six and
finished the over with a
single, leaving 6 runs for the
final over to win.

However, fighting over
from pacer Arshdeep Singh
created immense pressure
and Russell was run out in
the penultimate ball trying

to sneak in a cheeky signal.
With 2 needed off the final
ball, Rinku Singh swiped the
last ball wide of fine leg for
a four to seal the thriller
against Punjab Kings on
Monday night.

"He (Sam Curran) was
the Player of the World Cup.
He gets those yorkers right.
He is under enormous pres-
sure, I get that. And bowling
to a big powerful player, you
are under more pressure.
But they were length balls.
He bowled two length balls
leg side, got picked off both
times into the grandstand
for half a dozen," Doull told
Cricbuzz.

"He then went for the
off-pace, but the off-pace
was too slow and too wide
off to the short side. He just
got it wrong and couldn't
execute what he needed to
execute," he added.

IPL 2023: Emergence of young left-handed
batters, finishers augurs well for Indian cricket
By Niharika Raina
New Delhi, May 9 (IANS)

The wide-spread talent pool
in India has always brought
up a sense of envy amongst
other cricketing nations. But
in the 2022 Men's T20 World
Cup in Australia, the lack of
a left-handed batter in the
top as well as the middle-
order was a huge talking
point.

Left-handedness of Axar
Patel was used as either at
number six or seven in the
absence of Ravindra Jadeja,
till India brought Rishabh
Pant, who was not a guaran-
teed starter, in place of
Dinesh Karthik in the
middle-order. But it was too
late an addition as Pant
didn't leave the desired im-
pact as an explosive left-
handed batter against Zim-
babwe, as well as in the
semi-final against England.

In IPL 2023, it has been
witnessed that a younger
crop of uncapped left-
handed batters have
emerged to be mainstays
for their respective teams in
middle as well as lower or-
der. For Suresh Raina, a
former left-handed batter
for India and Chennai Super
Kings, Rinku Singh and Tilak
Varma are promising left-

handed batting prospects
for the national team in
middle-order.

"Rinku Singh and Tilak
Varma impressed me the
most because these two
play in the middle-order.
Sometimes it becomes very
important to see the situa-
tion and how the game is
going and understanding
the demand of the game,
which I have really loved
about Rinku Singh and Tilak
Varma. Rinku hit those five
sixes and is batting at an-
other level," said Raina, an
IPL expert for JioCinema, in
a select virtual interaction.

Rinku, who slammed a
four off the final ball against
Punjab Kings to keep
Kolkata Knight Riders' play-
offs hopes alive on Monday,
is the highest run-scorer
among lower-order batters
from overs 16-20 in IPL 2023,
amassing 214 runs in nine
innings at a strike-rate of
187.72, while averaging
53.5.

Tilak, on the other hand,
has been in scintillating
touch for Mumbai Indians,
mixing conventional shots
with T20 innovations like re-
verse-heave. He has been
the glue for the five-time
champions in middle-order

and death-overs, combin-
ing big-hitting and consis-
tency.

His middle-order num-
bers of 149 runs in seven in-
nings at an average of 49.67
and strike-rate of 128.45
look impressive. But it is
death overs numbers in IPL
2023 which make for a jaw-
dropping look: - 118 runs in
six innings at an average of
39.33 and strike-rate of
218.52.

Apart from T20Is, Raina
also sees potential in Varma
to succeed in the middle-
order role in ODIs. "Tilak
Varma, what a talented
player he is - coming in the
middle-order and showing
what a class player, he is and
can play for India very soon.
He can take the game for-
ward, which is what is
needed when you are look-
ing at number five, six,
seven in 50-overs cricket,
and the ODI World Cups."e
2022/23 domestic season,
Yashasvi has been the ag-
gressor at the top for
Rajasthan Royals, scoring
477 runs in 11 innings, av-
eraging 43.36 at a strike-
rate of 160.6, including a
fantastic 124 against
Mumbai Indians.

Bengaluru, Zee Enter-
tainment Enterprises Ltd.
(ZEEL), a leading content and
entertainment powerhouse,
recently concluded a first-of-
its-kind Codathon event -
#JustCode. The 60-hour non-
stop coding marathon, held
from May 3rd to May 5th wit-
nessed over 400 participants
divided across 30+ groups.
The unique engagement ac-
tivity was an exciting oppor-
tunity for the Company’s
Technology and Innovation
Centre's coding enthusiasts
to showcase their program-
ming skills, brainstorm new
ideas, and take on new chal-
lenges.

At the Centre, the
Codathon offered partici-
pants the chance to unleash
their coding potential while
working alongside like-
minded individuals. The
event centered on leverag-
ing cutting-edge technology
to develop innovative fea-
tures for the digital platform.
The challenges presented
were advanced and aligned
with the company's business
goals and objectives. Partici-
pants created solutions that
added value to the
company's offerings, making
them more user-friendly, ac-
cessible, and engaging. The
winning team received a tro-
phy, while the top three ini-

ZEE’s Technology and Innovation Centre conducts
first-of-its-kind Codathon event - #JustCode

tiatives were awarded cash
prizes.

In reference to the un-
dertaking, Mr. Kishore A K,
Chief Technology Officer of
ZEE5, expressed that "Our
commitment is to maintain
our position at the forefront
of technological advance-
ments in this rapidly-chang-
ing world. We have been trail-
blazers in the industry for
over three decades, produc-
ing groundbreaking content
that reaches over 1.3 billion
viewers worldwide. Our
Technology and Innovation
Centre is dedicated to en-
hancing ZEE's capabilities by
utilizing the latest AI & ML
technologies to deliver ex-
ceptional experiences to our
consumers. With an impres-
sive 70% participation rate
from our staff, the Codathon
has successfully fostered a
disruptive mindset that has
paved the way for new fron-
tiers and redefined enter-
tainment by delivering ro-
bust experiences across all
platforms."

The Codathon event fea-
tured several innovative ini-
tiatives that promise to revo-
lutionize the entertainment
industry, including advance-
ments in VR, AR, and content
delivery. Additionally, the
event showcased Fast Chan-
nels - a free ad-supported lin-

ear format on the television
layered with a guide. This fea-
ture is expected to enhance
the user experience by pro-
viding an uninterrupted
viewing experience while
also generating revenue
through ads. The event also
showcased the introduction
of the 'Immersive Content
Discovery' experience to
ZEE5 users in the form of
reels, which provides an easy
sampling of content to im-
prove viewership and Ads
revenue. A new watch party
feature for Zee5 was success-
fully implemented on a few
select platforms during this
event. With this new feature,
users can now enjoy movies
and TV shows with friends
and family, even when
they're not in the same loca-
tion. The company an-
nounced its association with
partners such as Amazon
and Conviva for this success-
ful event. The participants le-
veraged the Technology and
Innovation Centre’s state-of-
the-art infrastructure. The
event aims to foster a culture
of innovation and experi-
mentation to empower em-
ployees to become early
adopters of various new-age
technologies, aiming to en-
rich the consumer experi-
ence on the company’s digi-
tal platforms.

Rajkot, With Mother's
Day approaching, Dr. Sonal
Sakariya’s journey as a
mompreneur demonstrates
the potential for e-com-
merce and programs like
Amazon Saheli to support
mothers in their entrepre-
neurial pursuits.
Dr.SonalSakariya, the
founder of Satva Herbal
Beauty Care and Products,
embarked on her entrepre-
neurial journey during her
children's teenage years. She
founded Sattva in 2019 after
her husband encountered
serious health complications,
costing them lakhs of rupees.
Her aim was to establish a
permanent business for her
family, to support their
needs. Managing both her
business and motherhood
posed unique challenges,
but with unwavering sup-
port from her sons, Sonal
found the strength to over-
come obstacles and pursue
her dreams.

Since joining Amazon in
2023, SonalSakariya's busi-
ness has experienced re-
markable growth, with sales
doubling within just four
months. She credits Amazon
and the Saheli program for
empowering her as a home-
maker to earn a living and
take pride in her achieve-
ments. Dr Success story

Rajkot based SonalSakariya masters Mother
hood and Entrepreneurship with Amazon

serves as an inspiration for
aspiring mompreneurs,
showcasing the potential of
e-commerce in transforming
lives and providing financial
i n d e p e n d e n c e .
Dr.SonalSakariya, Founder,
Sattva Herbals says“I joined
amazon in 2023.

 I have been on the plat-
form only for 4 months, but
it has helped me tremen-
dously. My sales have already
grown by 2x. Apart from this,
the Amazon Saheli team has
helped me bridge
thelanguage barrier by giv-
ing me the right kind of train-
ing. This has helped me build
my confidence in the busi-
ness and I am proud that as
a homemaker I can also earn
a living. All this has been pos-
sible because of Amazon.”

E-commerce has opened
up a world of possibilities for
mompreneurs like
Dr.Sakariya, enabling them
to establish and grow their
businesses while maintain-
ing a healthy work-life bal-
ance. Platforms like Amazon
provide an extensive mar-
ketplace and access to a
wider customer base, while
also offering flexibility to
manage personal commit-
ments. In addition, programs
like Amazon Saheli have
been launched to empower
women entrepreneurs and

have been instrumental in
providing valuable re-
sources, training, and sup-
port to sellers like
Dr.Sakariya. Through Saheli,
Sonal received training to
overcome language barriers,
boost her confidence, and
expand her business online.

As we celebrate Mother's
Day, let's recognize and ap-
plaud the entrepreneurial
spirit of mothers like
Dr.SonalSakariya, who are
embracing e-commerce and
carving their path to success
while nurturing their fami-
lies. Their stories serve as a
reminder of the limitless pos-
sibilities that lie ahead for
mompreneurs in the digital
era.

Amazon Saheli is a pio-
neering program launched
in November 2017, aimed at
empowering and enabling
women entrepreneurs
across the country to sell
their products on the
Amazon.in marketplace.
Launched with SEWA and
Impulse Social Enterprise,
Amazon Saheli offers exten-
sive training and skill devel-
opment workshops for its
partners to help women en-
trepreneurs understand the
nuances of online selling and
develop skills & capabilities
necessary to grow their busi-
ness on Amazon.in.

IIFL finance offers up to Rs.10
lac business loan on Whatsapp

New Delhi, IIFL Finance offers up to Rs.10 lakh business
loan to customers on WhatsApp with quick approval. IIFL
Finance’s business loan on WhatsApp is the first-of-its kind
initiative in MSME lending industry, where 100% of the loan
application-to-disbursal happens digitally. Over 450 million
users of WhatsApp in India can avail a 24x7 end-to-end digi-
tal loan facility from IIFL Finance.

IIFL Finance is one of India’s largest retail-focussed
NBFCs with over 10 million customers, mostly unbanked
and underbanked. IIFL Finance is the preferred loan desti-
nation for small entrepreneurs across India, where its
present through branches and multiple digital platforms.

IIFL Finance’s WhatsApp loan product is supported by
a powerful AI-bot that matches the users’ inputs to the loan
offer, and facilitates the application. WhatsApp users can
avail loan from IIFL Finance through WhatsApp by sending
a “Hi” to 9019702184, complete the necessary paperless
process quickly and receive funds in account.

Bharat Aggarwal, Business Head, Unsecured Lending at
IIFL Finance said, “IIFL Finance has simplified the complex
journey of a loan application and disbursal through easy
paperless offerings over WhatsApp.  With focus on small
entrepreneurs we have innovated this instant business loan
on WhatsApp product.”  IIFL Finance is currently able to ser-
vice 1 lac MSME credit queries through its WhatsApp loan
channel.

In today’s omnichannel world of texts, chats, and tweets,
merchants want to interact with businesses the same way
they connect with their family and friends. Indians love to
chat on WhatsApp which is easy, convenient and.

or are planning to move
abroad, found it takes inter-
national citizens on average
around eight months to feel
like they belong in their new
location abroad. But for al-
most a quarter (23%) of
those surveyed it took over
a year. The study also identi-
fies stark differences be-
tween generations and their
ability to settle in. GenZs
were less likely to say they
feel like they belong in their
new location: just half (56%)
say this is the case, com-
pared to three in five (70%)
respondents aged 35 to 64.

Commenting on the
findings, Geoffrey L Cohen,
Stanford Professor and Au-
thor of Belonging – The sci-
ence of creating connection
and bridging divides: “Living
in another country can be
exciting and enriching but
also daunting. A core chal-
lenge isn’t so much a practi-
cal matter as a psychologi-
cal one - the task of creating
a home.

While expats find it easier to settle
down in India: HSBC research

Mumbai, International
citizens moving to India
have experienced a rela-
tively high level of ease
when it comes to settling in
the country, finds new HSBC
research that delves into
factors that enable people
to settle down in a new
country and feel a sense of
belonging.

Of the expats who have
relocated to India, 80% said
they settled into the host
country in less than a year –
with it taking on average 7.4
months to feel like they be-
longed, less than the global
average of 8.3 months. Of
the expats surveyed, 36%
felt at home almost in-

stantly, 23% in less than 6
months, and 21% in 6
months to a year.

However, a number of
Indians (i.e. those born in
India) who moved abroad
encountered difficulties in
assimilating into their new
communities. Specifically,
about a third (33%)of Indi-
ans who have relocated
abroad did not agree that
they ‘feel like a local’ in their
host country, while almost
31% were similarly unsure
about their sense of belong-
ing.

HSBC research among
international citizens found
that while the top motiva-
tion for moving abroad is
the promise of a better
lifestyle for almost a third
globally (29%), the path to
feeling settled, with a real
sense of belonging, is not
always straightforward.  The
study, which surveyed over
7,000 people (“international
citizens”) who have moved
to live, study or work abroad,
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Air India Announces Launch of
Non-stop Services between Delhi
and Amsterdam

New Delhi,  In its continuing effort to boost con-
nectivity and bolster global expansion, Air India,
India’s leading airline and a Star Alliance member, will
launch non-stop flights from Amsterdam to Delhi.

The flight will operate with a two-class Boeing
787-8 Dreamliner four times a week (Monday,
Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday) starting 11th June
2023.    Amsterdam will be the 8th continental Euro-
pean city served by Air India, and the fourth Euro-
pean destination that the airline has connected from
Delhi in the last four months.  It takes Air India’s fre-
quency of non-stop flights between India and Eu-
rope to 77 per week, offering passengers greater flex-
ibility and convenience.

Commenting on the launch of the new route, Mr.
Campbell Wilson, CEO & MD, Air India said, “With the
launch of this new non-stop flight to Amsterdam, Air
India adds further breadth to our long-haul network
and more options for our customers.  Together with
the three other European routes started in recent
months, and others to come, it supports our objec-
tive of establishing Delhi as a significant international
hub.”

The Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner accommodates
256 passengers across Business Class (18 seats with
fully flat beds) and Economy Class (238 seats), AI155
will depart from Delhi at 1310 Hrs before arriving in
Amsterdam at 1835 Hrs (local time). The return flight
from Amsterdam, AI 156, will take off at 2045 Hrs to
arrive in Delhi at 0810 Hrs (local time).

Yellen calls CEOs with warning
on US debt ceiling

Washington, May 9 (IANS) US Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen has been calling CEOs and business
leaders to discuss the consequences of
brinkmanship around the debt ceiling.

The calls come on the heels of Yellen's message
to Congress that the US could default on its obliga-
tions as soon as June 1, if lawmakers don't address
the debt limit before then -- an accelerated timeline
that increased pressure on President Joe Biden and
House Republican lawmakers to ramp up their talks,
CNN reported.

The Congressional Budget Office has also fore-
cast that there is a "significantly greater risk that the
Treasury will run out of funds in early June" because

of weaker-than-ex-
pected tax collections.

In a report published
last week, White House
economists said that a
protracted default
would wipe out more
than 8 million jobs and
cut the value of the stock

market in half. The report estimated the impact un-
der three scenarios: brinksmanship, a short default
and a protracted default.A White House spokesper-
son said the protracted default scenario envisions a
three-month long impasse, CNN reported.Even a
brinksmanship scenario, where a default is avoided,
would wipe out 200,000 jobs and knock 0.3 percent-
age points off annual gross domestic product,
accrding to the Biden administration.

In a short default, the economy would suffer the
loss of about half a million jobs and the unemploy-
ment rate would rise by 0.3 percentage points, the
economists said.

Overall connected vehicle tech
grows 60% in India in Q1

New Delhi, May 9 (IANS) India's overall connected
vehicle (CV) technology grew more than 60 per cent
(on-year) in the first quarter of this year, with the elec-
tric vehicle (EV) market showing stupendous growth
by 48 per cent YoY, a report showed on Tuesday.

The connected 2-wheeler (C2W) vehicles grew
around 92 per cent YoY, with its market share increas-
ing to nearly 60 per cent, according to data from
market research firm CMR.The electric 2-wheeler
(E2W) market grew by
44 per cent YoY. The
electric 3-wheeler
(E3W ) market grew
steadily covering
around 50 per cent
share within the
segment."There is
growing consumer awareness around connected
vehicle technologies. For instance, connected vehicle
tech has consistently increased its footprint in the
industry," said John Martin, senior analyst, smart
mobility practice, CMR.The advanced driver-assis-
tance system (ADAS) adoption grew around 50 per
cent YoY in Q1 2023.

"With safety becoming a top consumer priority,
ADAS feature tech has witnessed gradual adoption,
with 70 per cent YoY 2023 growth market share of
vehicles featuring Level 2 autonomy," Martin added.

WhatsApp starts beta testing Wear
OS app for Android smartwatches

San Francisco, May 9 (IANS) Meta-owned
WhatsApp has started beta testing the Wear OS app
for Android smartwatches such as Pixel Watch, Gal-
axy Watch 5, and other devices, which will let users
stay connected and access their chats and messages
directly from their smartwatch. Wear OS is an Android
operating system designed for
smartwatches.According to WABetaInfo, WhatsApp
will ask users to link their account to a Wear OS de-
vice. When the smartwatch app is linked to the user's
WhatsApp account, an 8-digit code will appear on
the watch, prompting the users to enter the code
on their device.After entering the code, the chats will
safely be synced across users' devices so that they
can start using WhatsApp on their smartwatches.

Samsung Galaxy Watch's Irregular
Heart Rhythm Notification feature
cleared by FDA

Seoul, May 9 (IANS) Samsung has announced
that the Irregular Heart Rhythm Notification (IHRN)
feature of the Samsung Health Monitor app for Gal-
axy Watch has received FDA (Food and Drug Admin-
istration) clearance.

Together with the app's existing on-demand
Electrocardiogram (ECG) function, the IHRN feature
proactively monitors heart rhythms suggestive of
atrial fibrillation (AFib -- a type of arrhythmia), right
from the wrist."We're excited to announce that Ir-
regular Heart Rhythm Notification, designed to help
millions of people around the world who may not
be aware of a potential heart risk, has been cleared
by the FDA," Hon Pak, Vice President and Head of
the Digital Health Team, MX Business at Samsung
Electronics, said in a statement.As cardiovascular dis-
ease remains one of the world's leading causes of
death, the company said to help users better under-
stand their heart health Galaxy Watch offers tools
such as the Samsung BioActive Sensor, including on-
demand ECG recording and HR Alert function that
detects abnormally high or low heart rates.

Accel unveils Atoms 3.0 with sector-focused
thematic cohorts for early stage firms

New Delhi, May 9 (IANS)
Global VC firm Accel on
Tuesday unveiled the new
avatar of its Atoms
programme called 'Atoms
3.0' which will have two
theme/sector-based co-
horts -- Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) and Industry 5.0.

The programme was
launched 21 months ago,
and since then, Atoms has
invested in 24 companies
across two cohorts. These
companies have since
raised a total of over $160
million in funding.

Applications for Atoms
3.0 will open by the end of
May.Atoms is constantly
evolving and looking to im-
prove the programme for
founders. With this new ap-
proach, the programme
aims to foster a community
of like-minded founders in
the same domain who can
collaborate and help each
other succeed.

In addition, the com-
pany mentioned that the
redesigned Atoms 3.0

programme will offer
personalised learning, sec-
tor-specific mentors, and
up to $5,00,000 in seed in-
vestment for each selected
startup, plus, these cohort
startups will get access to
Accel's growing global
community.

"Accel strives to partner
with companies at the very
early stages to support
them in becoming success-
ful. Zero-to-one is the most
challenging journey for an
entrepreneur, as it sets the
foundation for the business
- that is what Atoms 3.0
hopes to accomplish for
our founders. Based on
feedback from our
founders in cohorts 1 and
cohort 2 -- we launched At-
oms 3.0 as a thematic co-
hort programme," said
Prayank Swaroop, Partner
at Accel.

"Perpetual Beta is the
name of the game with At-
oms -- we hope to further
improve the Atoms
programme in the future,

thematic cohorts are our
own PMF experiments in
startup building," he
added.

With the AI cohort -- At-
oms are looking for compa-
nies that are using AI
innovatively for business
applications as well as com-
panies that are building de-
velopment tools for the AI
ecosystem.Accel has in-
vested in AI companies in
the past likeASpyne.ai,
DubDub, Mihup, Effectiv,
Scale.ai, Akridata, etc.With
the Industry 5.0 cohort, At-
oms is committed to nur-
turing and enabling this in-
dustrial revolution and has
earlier actively invested in
this space (Detect Tech-
nologies, Haber Water, and
Ripik).Each cohort will con-
sist of a small number of
companies and will have its
own duration and method-
ology for helping these
companies prepare to
succeed.According to the
company, closed groups
enable better collaboration,

interaction, exchange of
ideas, and collective
growth, providing a more
personalised learning
journey.An industry-spe-
cific cohort enables the
marshalling of resources,
customer connections, and
industry experts to provide
deeper assistance to the
companies involved.

Over two cohorts, At-
oms has invested in 24
startups ranging from SaaS,
B2B marketplaces, Web3,
D2C, hardware, health &
wellness, to hardware and
e-commerce. Since joining
the Atoms program, these
startups have further raised
over $160mn, with Accel
leading or participating in
follow on rounds.

The VC firm has been
the first or among the ear-
liest partners to many other
category-defining start-ups
in India such as
B o o k M y S h o w ,
Browserstack, Flipkart,
Freshworks, FalconX, and
Infra.

Fitch Ratings affirms India's Long Term
Foreign Currency Issuer Default Rating

Chennai, May 9 (IANS)
India's robust growth out-
look, resilient external fi-
nances, higher gross do-
mestic product (GDP)
growth, improving financial
sector and other factors en-
abled Fitch Ratings to affirm
the country's Long Term
Foreign Currency Issuer De-
fault Rating (IDR) at 'BBB-'
with a Stable Outlook.

According to Fitch,
India's rating reflects
strengths from a robust
growth outlook compared
with peers and resilient ex-
ternal finances, which have
supported India in navigat-
ing the large external
shocks over the past year.

These are offset by
India's weak public finances,
illustrated by high deficits
and debt relative to peers, as
well as lagging structural in-
dicators, including World
Bank governance indicators
and GDP per capita.

The credit rating agency
said it forecast India to be

one of the fastest-growing
sovereigns globally at 6% in
the fiscal year ending March
2024 (FY24), supported by
resilient investment pros-
pects.

Still, headwinds from el-
evated inflation, high inter-
est rates and subdued glo-

bal demand, along with fad-
ing pandemic-induced
pent-up demand, will slow
growth from our FY23 esti-
mate of 7.0 per cent before
rebounding to 6.7 per cent
by FY25.

"Strong growth poten-
tial is a key supporting fac-
tor for the sovereign rating.
Growth prospects have
brightened as the private

sector appears poised for
stronger investment growth
following the improvement
of corporate and bank bal-
ance sheets in the past few
years, supported by the
government's infrastructure
drive. Still, risks remain given
low labour force participa-
tion rates and an uneven re-
form implementation
record," Fitch Ratings said.

Pointing at India's large
domestic market as an at-
tractive destination for for-
eign firms Fitch said, it is un-
clear whether the country
will be able to realise suffi-
cient reforms to allow the
economy to benefit sub-
stantially from opportuni-
ties offered by the deeper
integration in global manu-
facturing supply chains, in-
cluding China+1 corporate
strategies that encourage
diversification in investment
destinations.

Service sector exports,
however, are likely to remain
a bright spot.

Anupam Rasayan renews
long term contract with the

leading Multinational
Surat, May 09, 2023: Anupam Rasayan India Limited

(“Anupam Rasayan”) (NSE: ANURAS; BSE: 543275), one of
India’s leading custom synthesis & speciality chemical play-
ers, has renewed long term contract worth revenue of $53
Mn (?436 crores) with one of the leading German multina-
tional for supply of patented life science speciality chemi-
cal for the next 3 years on exclusive basis.

This renewal is in accordance with the automatic re-
newal clause agreed upon by the parties in the long-term
agreement signed three years ago, following the comple-
tion of the original contract duration of three years.

Speaking about the contract renewal, Anand Desai,
Managing Director of
Anupam Rasayan, said,
“With a consistent supply
at a lower cost owing to
process optimisation led by
strong R&D, this contract
renewal reaffirms our posi-
tion as a preferred supplier

to the MNCs, showcasing the trust and reliability that have
been established over the years.

Furthermore, we anticipate the volumes of this molecule
to increase beyond the minimum off- take volumes, con-
sidering the high-growth end market.

The renewed contract not only solidifies our position
as a reliable supplier but also highlights our agility in meet-
ing the evolving needs of clients. This contract renewal,
along with recently signed LOIs assures the consistent and
steady growth trajectory of the company.”

cards. Till now, such custom-
ers could only use their bank
accounts for all Scan & Pay
and other forms of UPI mer-
chant payments.

Adding to the excitement
surrounding the launch,
Praveena Rai, COO, NPCI said
“Unlocking the world of pos-
sibilities, RuPay Credit Card on
UPI is redefining the way we
pay with its cutting-edge
technology and convenience
of UPI. Leveraging the vast
reach of UPI, RuPay Credit
Card on UPI opens doors to
new opportunities for con-
sumers seeking credit solu-
tions. This unique product
brings together the conve-
nient and seamless UPI expe-
rience and the benefits of
credit cards in terms of credit
lines and rewards.

Axis Bank enables RuPay
Credit Card support on UPI

New Delhi, Axis Bank,
India’s third largest private
sector bank today an-
nounced that it has success-
fully enabled RuPay Credit
Card support on UPI. The
Bank customers can use their
RuPay Credit Card as a mode
of payment while scanning
UPI QR Codes or, at
merchant’s UPI checkout
page. This will allow custom-
ers to enjoy the benefits of
credit card rewards while ex-
periencing the convenience
of UPI's instant payment. The
Bank is rolling out the func-
tionality in phases.

The solution works simi-
lar to how the customers
linked their bank accounts in
UPI. The customer needs to
select “AXIS BANK CREDIT
CARD” option in their list of
banks allowed for Credit
Card in their UPI Apps*. Basis
the customer’s mobile num-
ber associated, linked RuPay
Credit Card will be fetched
and shown to the customer.
The customer then needs to

generate UPI PIN. This UPI
PIN will be separate from the
existing Credit Card PIN of
the customer. This feature
will currently work in UPI
Apps* which are supporting
the RuPay Credit Card fea-
ture and the customers have
RuPay Credit Card with Axis
Bank. Commenting on the
launch, Sanjeev Moghe,
President & Head - Cards &
Payments, Axis Bank, said
“With approximately 250
million customers using UPI
for their peer-to- peer and
merchant payments, the
linkage of RuPay Credit Cards
with UPI will lead to a rise in
acceptability through the
vast network of five crores
UPI merchants, providing
customers with more points
of acceptance of their credit

Gujarat Water Supply & Sewerage Board,
Gandhinagar

Gujarat Water Supply and Sewerage Board, Executive Engineer, Public
Health, Works Division, Mandvi Chowk, Bhachau-Kutch through e-tendering
system (Tender ID 590260) in Comprehensive Operation, Preventive
Maintenance & Repairs of Various type of pipeline, pumping, machinery,
various type of valves, etd. located at different head works. sub head
works and village level sites including proper supply of potable water to
all the village for 12 month period for Rapar regional WSS taluka: Rapar/
Bhachau. Estimated cost Rs.1.50 Cr. The last date for online submission
is up to Dt:-25/05/2023 at 18.00 Hours. Further details are available on
the website http://www.nprocure.com Regarding the problem of
drinking water in rural areas, it is requested to contact the helpline
no.1916 of Gujarat water supply & Sewerage Board. Gandhinagar.

Tender Notice No.17, Year-2022-2023

DDI/KUTCH/134/2023

Gujarat Petroleum, Chemicals & Petrochemicals Special
Investment Regional Development Authority

(A Government of Gujarat Undertaking)

Application are invited for appointment of Junior Town
Planner in GPCPSIRDA, Block No.11- 12, 3rd floor,
Udhyog Bhavan, Sector-11, Gandhinagar purely on
contract basis.
Qualification: Degree in Civil Engineering/Architecture
with post Graduate Degree in Planning. Experience is
desirable.
More details can be found at: www.gujaratpcpir.org.
Interested candidates are requested to send their CV
and application on gpcpsir@gujarat.gov.in on or brfore
15/05/2023. Walk in interview will be held on
17/05/2023 from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

Place: Gandhinagar

Sd/-
Member Secretary

GPCPSIRDAINF/285/23-24

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  SANA SULTANA to SAKINA

ABBAS MITHAIWALA
Add. 1716/4, Shekh Munjal

Pole, Nr. Kalupur Urdu
School no.3-4, Relief Road,

Kalupur,
Ahmedabad-380001

644A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  NAFEESABANU

ABDULLATIF SHAIKH to
NAFISABANU ABDULLATIF

SHAIKH
Add. 1629-B, B,Madh No

Mohollo, Dariyapur, Charwat,
Ahmedabad-380001

644B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  BANSRIBEN PANKAJBHAI

THAKKAR to BANSRI
PRIYANK SHAH

Add. B-701, Parijat Eclate,
Ambali Bopal Road,
NR. S.G. Highway

B/h Iscon Temple, Thaltej,
Ahmedabad

645

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  CHAUHAN MUKESH

MAGANLAL to CHAUHAN
MUKESH MAGANBHAI

Add. B/207, Sarnam
Paredise, B/h Reliance Petrol

Pump, SP Ring Road,
Vastral,

Ahmedabad-382418
646

Virgin Galactic to launch first commercial
flight to edge of space in June

San Francisco, May 9
(IANS) Richard Branson's Vir-
gin Galactic is all set to
launch its next crewed flight
to the edge of space by the
end of May, and then its first
commercial flight in June,

the company has an-
nounced.

Unity 25 marks the
company's fifth spaceflight
and the company's first
flight in nearly two years.

"#VirginGalactic is re-
turning to space in late
May," the company said on
Twitter. The Unity 25 will be
the company's "final assess-
ment of the full spaceflight
system and astronaut expe-
rience," before its first com-
mercial flight 'Galactic 01'
scheduled in "late June".
However, the space tourism
company did not provide a

specific date. The company
has reportedly sold about
800 tickets total, including
600 at prices ranging from
$200,000 to $250,000 and
200 more at $450,000, which
is the current ticket price.
The Unity 25 will carry two
pilots and four Virgin Galac-
tic employees -- Beth Moses,
Luke Mays, Jamila Gilbert,
and Christopher Huie -- to
the edge of space. The new
launch will involve the use
of two of the company's ve-
hicles: the VSS Unity -- for
the crew and the VMS Eve --
the mothership which car-
ries Unity into space. After

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  MANSI TARACHAND

SAWLANI to  PRIYANSHI
VISHALKUMAR PANJWANI

Add. Nana Chiloda Road,
Naroda Ahmedabad

624

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 SIPAI PARVEEN BANO To

   PARVINBANU
MAHEMUDKHAN SOLANKI

Add.  82, Khwaja Park
Society, Jasalpur Road,

Kadi, Dist-Mehsana
V045

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  MAHI BHAVESKUMAR

CHAUHAN to MAHI
BHAVESH CHAUHAN
Add. 5, Ankit Duplex,

Nr. ‘L’ Colony, Nehrunagar,
Ambavadi, Ahmedabad-15

642

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  MEMON ZEBABANU

GANEEBHAI to MEMON
ZEBA AMAN

Add. Plot No.40 TP No.85
Jainab Residency CODP
Soc, 100 Ft Ring Road,

 Nr. Emad Tower
643

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  TASLIMBANU

MOHAMMEDNAIM
MEGHREJI to TASNIM

MOHAMMEDNAIM
MEGHREJI

Add. 51-52, Faizan Park,
Balapir Dargah Road,

Modasa-383315
644

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  MAHESH DHIRAJLAL

THAKKAR to MAHESHBHAI
DHIRAJLAL THAKKAR

Add. A/32, Janpath Society,
Ghodasar Canal, Ghodasar,

Ahmedabad
645A

reaching around 50,000 feet
of altitude, Eve drops Unity
before the spaceplane
blasts its way to suborbital
space, allowing passengers
to experience a few mo-
ments of weightlessness.
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Untreated kidney stones can
cause cancer

Lucknow, May 9 (IANS) Ignoring large stones in
both kidneys can lead to serious complications.

Doctors at the King George's Medical University
(KGMU) in Lucknow have come across one such case
of a middle-aged man who developed cancer. Such
a condition is reported once in 5-10 years, said a doc-
tor treating the patient at the King George's Medical
University.

"It is called Bilateral Staghorn (kidney) stone
which is usually large. In this case, the size was be-
tween 6 to 7 cm and the man ignored treatment for
several years," said Prof Vishwajeet Singh, nephrol-
ogy head of department.

"When stones of this size are ignored, they dam-
age the walls of the kidney and in the long run, cause
cancer. Squamous cell carcinoma is known but be-
ing caused due to stones in the kidney is something
we see once in five or maybe in 10 years."

The man is now under treatment with the depart-
ment of oncology as the cancer has spread to other
organs too.

AAP to seek probe into missing
names in voters' list

Lucknow, May 9 (IANS) The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) has announced that once the municipal polls
in Uttar Pradesh get over, it will seek a CBI inquiry
into the scam due to which thousands of people have
been deprived of their right to vote because of their
names missing from the voter list in every election.

The party is also set to file a complaint with the
SEC after its mayoral candidate from Lucknow was
reportedly first refused permission to cast vote in
Lucknow on May 4, saying her name was not in that
particular list.She was finally allowed to vote when
she declared that she was the candidate herself.

"Based on the slip we were given, my husband
and I went to Prakash Bal Vidya Mandir, Kathauta
Chauraha to room 1574 where the officials on duty
told us that our names were not in their list. After we
created some fuss, the officer  aid that they had been
'instructed by a senior the previous night to not al-
low beyond a certain number in the voters' list to cast
their vote," alleged Anju Bhatt, the AAP candidate.

NIA raids multiple locations in
J&K, TN in separate cases

New Delhi, May 9 (IANS) The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) was on Tuesday conducting raids
in Jammu & Kashmir and Tamil Nadu in separate
cases, sources told IANS.A source said that in Tamil
Nadu the NIA was raiding ten locations belonging to
the banned organisation Popular Front of India (PFI).
The Social Democratic Party of India (SDPI) premises
were also being raided. The NIA teams were examin-
ing a number of incriminating documents.n Jammu
and Kashmir, the raids were going on at multiple lo-
cations in a terror funding case.As of now the NIA
has not officially commented anything on the raids.

Telangana JPSs to continue
strike despite govt's ultimatum

Hyderabad, May 9 (IANS)
Junior Panchayat Secretar-
ies in Telangana are deter-
mined to continue their
strike for the regularisation
of their services despite the
state government's warning
that their services will be ter-
minated if they fail to join
duty on Tuesday.

In a notice served to the
Junior Panchayat Secretar-
ies (JPSs), Panchayat Raj
Principal Secretary Sandeep
Kumar Sultania said that
they formed a union in vio-
lation of their agreement
bond and went on strike.

The official said that as
per the agreement, JPSs
should not join any service
union or organisation or as-
sociation. The employees
also declared that they

would not have any claim or
right to be appointed on a
regular basis.

"The regularisation of
service of any contract em-
ployee cannot be for all, but
will be subject to the assess-
ment and evaluation of their
performance by a commit-
tee appointed by the gov-
ernment and those whose
performance is found to be
satisfactory can only be
regularised," Sandeep
Sultania said.

Stating that JPSs went
on strike illegally, Sultania
said they lost all rights to
continue in the services.

"As a last opportunity,
you are directed to join duty
by 5 p.m. of Tuesday. If you
fail to join duty by 5 p.m. on
Tuesday, your services will

be terminated," he added.
However, the JPSs, who

are on strike since April 28,
said they would continue
the strike till the govern-
ment gives a categorical as-
surance to them.

There are about 9,500
Junior Panchayat Secretar-
ies in the state.

They were recruited
through Telangana State
Public Service Commission
(TSPSC) on a three-year pro-
bation and the probation
period was further ex-
tended by one year.

They are demanding
that the state government
fulfill the assurance given by
Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao in the
state Assembly that their
services will be regularised.

Man shot dead in
Bihar's Jehanabad
Patna, May 9 (IANS) A pri-

vate contractor was gunned
down in Bihar's Jehanabad
district in the early hours of
Tuesday, police said.

The deceased, Chandan
Kumar along with his friend
Shekher Kumar were at-
tacked while returning
home after attending a mar-
riage function in the city.

According to plice, while
returning at around 12.30
a.m., when he was near his
house located at Lok Nagar
under town police station, an
unidentified gunman
opened fire on them. The as-
sailant targeted Chandan
Kumar and shot four to five
bullets at him. Chandan died
on the spot. Shekher, who
was accompanying him,
managed to flee."We went to

a marriage function of one of
the relatives of Chandan. His
home was located in the nar-
row lane and it was dark.
Suddenly, a man approached
us and when he came near,
he opened fire. He was con-
tinuously firing on us while
Chandan and I were trying to
flee. Chandan eventually col-
lapsed and I managed to es-
cape from the spot," Shekher
said.

"On the statement of
Shekher Kumar, we have reg-
istered an FIR against an un-
known assailant and investi-
gation is on. We are scanning
the CCTV cameras in the sur-
rounding areas to identify
the accused," said Rajiv
Kumar, SDPO of Jahanabad
(Town).Further details were
awaited.

K'taka polls: PM Modi urges people
to vote in large numbers for BJP

Bengaluru, May 9 (IANS)
In a last-ditch effort to woo
the people for the May 10
polls, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
appealed Karnataka voters
to come out in large num-
bers and vote for BJP in the
state.

"Your dreams are my
dreams. Elect a majority BJP
government in the state," he
said.

In a special address to
the voters of the southern
state, where BJP is seeking
re-election, the Prime Minis-
ter insisted that the BJP gov-
ernment should be elected
for more progress and to

make Karnataka a number
one state in terms of
economy.

He released a 8.25
minute-video on social me-
dia handle in which he can
be heard saying "You have
always blessed me. The
blessings of Karnataka
people are equivalent to
God's blessings," he said.

Karnataka has the ca-
pacity to be a part of devel-
oped India. The country is
the fifth largest economy in
the world. We should be one
among the top three posi-
tions. If Karnataka's
economy develops speedily,
this is possible, PM Modi

said.
"We have to realize the

dream of a one trillion dol-
lar economy. For that, the
BJP government has to
come to power in Karnataka.
Firm decisions, futuristic ap-
proach and focused policies
will play a major role in the
economy of Karnataka," PM
Modi stated.

The BJP has done much
work in providing seeds to
market facilities. "New irriga-
tion projects, godowns,
ethanol blending and drone
technology likewise it is our
aim to make Karnataka
number one in modern ag-
riculture," he said.

Three youths arrested
for firing in Delhi

New Delhi, May 9 (IANS)
Delhi Police have arrested
three youths for firing in the
open after fighting over a
petty issue in the Seelampur
area, an official said on Tues-
day.

The accused were iden-
tified as Adil alias Raja (23),
Faisal (23) and Asgar alias
Arif (23), all residents of the
J block in New Seelampur,
Delhi, and the incident hap-
pened late Monday.

The official said that the
accused had no previous in-
volvement in any crime. Two
firearms were recovered
from the possession of the
accused.According to po-
lice, a police control room
call was received at
Seelampur police station at
11:08 p.m. on Monday re-
garding fighting and firing
following which a police
team rushed to the spot."It
was discovered that several
youths were engaging in a

fight within K Block. They
were all familiar with one
another. The altercation
eventually ceased, but
shortly thereafter, a group of
youths arrived and dis-
charged firearms into the air
before hastily fleeing the
scene," said a senior police
official.Two spent cartridges
were subsequently recov-
ered from the location. For-
tunately, no injuries were
reported."A case under sec-
tion 336 (endangering life or
personal safety of others),
506 (criminal intimidation),
34 (common intention) and
27 Arms Act was registered.
Three accused have been
arrested and two firearms,
which were used in commis-
sion of crime have been re-
covered," said the official.

The official said that the
reason for firing was a fight
over a petty issue and the
source of weapons was be-
ing ascertained.--IANS

Bengal job scam: Fresh ED charge sheet details
supply chain in crime proceeds distribution

Kolkata, May 9 (IANS)
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) in its fresh charge sheet
filed at a special court of the
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act

(PMLA) in Kolkata has
detailed the supply chain
followed in distribution of
proceeds in the alleged
multi-crore recruitment
scam in the state-run
schools of West Bengal.

Sources said that private
real estate promoter Ayan
Sil and expelled youth
Trinamool Congress leader

Santanu Bandopadhyay,
acted as the secondary layer
of a two-layered bridge be-
tween the masterminds of
the alleged scam and the
candidates willing to pay
money against recruitments
in state-run schools.

"Sil and Bandopadhyay
were mainly responsible for
identifying such candidates
and collecting money from
them," an ED associate
aware of the contents of the
charge sheet said.

It is learnt that once the
money was collected an-

other expelled youth
Trinamool Congress leader
Kuntal Ghosh used to enter
the scene who used to act
as the primary layer in this
two-layered supply chain
bridge. Shil and
Bandopadhyay, according
to sources, used to
handover the major portion
of the proceeds collected by
them to the representative
of the masterminds in the
state education department
and West Bengal School Ser-
vice Commission as per in-
structions of Kuntal Ghosh.

'Gehlot's leader not Sonia but
Raje', Pilot attacks Rajasthan CM

Jaipur, May 9 (IANS)
Former deputy Chief Minis-
ter Sachin Pilot on Tuesday
said that Rajasthan CM
Ashok Gehlot's leader was
not Sonia Gandhi but BJP's
Vasundhara Raje.

"This fact has become
clear from the speech of the
Chief Minister, which he de-
livered the day before yes-
terday in Dholpur," he said.

Pilot raised questions on
Gehlot's statement "that
praised BJP leaders, but tar-
nished the image of the
party's own MPs and MLAs".

On Sunday, Gehlot said
that former CM Vasundhara
Raje and two BJP leaders,
namely Kailash Meghwal
and Shobharani Kushwaha,
helped him in saving his
government.

Speaking on Gehlot's
statement, Pilot said, "Gehlot
should explain why there
are two faces to his state-
ment. If he says that BJP was
trying to topple the govern-
ment and on the other side,
he says that Raje was trying
to save his government,
then what does he want to

say."Pilot was holding a
press conference on Tues-
day at his residence.

He said that he won-
dered why no action was
taken against alleged cor-
ruption under Raje's tenure.
He said that after Gehlot's
Dholpur address, it has be-
come clear why action was
not taken against such cor-
rupt deeds.

Pilot said, "For the first
time, I am seeing that some-
one is criticizing his own
party's MPs and MLAs. The
praise of BJP leaders and the
insult of Congress leaders is
beyond my understanding.
This is completely wrong.

"From the words of the
Chief Minister, it seems that
their leader is Vasundhara
Raje, not Sonia Gandhi," he
said.

Surprisingly, Pilot has
called a press conference
when Rahul Gandhi has
reached Mount Abu to at-
tend Congress's Sarvodayi
training camp.

Pilot said, "We had gone
to Delhi and shared our con-
cerns with the high com-

mand. Also, I wrote letters
for several months on the
issue of corruption in
Vasundharaji's regime. I also
staged a one-day fast. But
no action was taken on any
of our demands. I under-
stand why action was not
taken. Now I am hopeless.
The public is God. Everyone
will have to bow down be-
fore the public. So will take
out a march (Jan Sangharsh
Yatra) from Ajmer to Jaipur
on May 11 against corrup-
tion. This will be a 125 km
long journey and it will take
five days.

"We will go to people
and will raise issues related
to youths' issues which in-
cludes the paper leak. The
RPSC officials' role was
found in the paper leak case.
Its headquarter is in Ajmer.
Hence Ajmer has been cho-
sen for the yatra..

He also said, "Charges of
treason were levelled
against us, but thereafter, a
committee was formed un-
der the leadership of
Ahmed Patel, and a
roadmap was drawn later.

Lucknow man commits
suicide after killing son

Lucknow, May 9
(IANS) A man in Lucknow
committed suicide after
strangling his six-year-
old son to death, police
said, adding that he had
also attempted to kill his
daughter.According to
reports, the man, identi-
fied as 45-year-old Vinod,
first strangled his son to
death and thereafter
tried to kill his eight-year-
old daughter, Manvi.

After this, Vinod com-
mitted suicide by hang-
ing, DCP, Lucknow
(South), Vineet Jaiswal

said.Later, when Manvi re-
gained consciousness, she
rushed out of the house
and informed neighbours.

Police have recovered
a suicide note, in which the
man had mentioned his
wife's suicide and being
dehe family's ancestral
land as the reason for tak-
ing the drastic step.SHO,
Gosainganj, Deepak
Pandey said that Vinod's
daughter, Manvi, rushed to
the house of her uncle,
Udaybhan, who lives in the
neighbourhood, and
sought his help.--IANS

Kerala boat tragedy: Time to fix accountability
Thiruvananthapuram,

May 9 (IANS) The boat
owner of the ill-fated boat-
'Atlantic' that capsized at
Tanur leaving 22 dead on
Sunday, has been arrested,
but is the only  villain as this
tragedy could have been
avoided had the state gov-
ernment officials done their
job with due diligence.

In the words of Leader of
Opposition V.D.Satheesan,
"this was a man made trag-
edy which could have easily
been avoided."

Nassar, the owner of the
boat is in police custody
since Monday evening,
though the driver of the
boat and his assistant con-
tinue to be on the run.

According to the rules of
the Kerala government,
there is a Maritime Board
which is responsible for giv-
ing the fitness certificate for
boats after a proper inspec-
tion of the safety and secu-
rity aspects.Incidentally,
Nassar who hails from Tanur,
purchased 'Atlantic' which
was a fishing boat when the
original owner decided to
sell it.He took it to a boat
building yard at Ponnani
and gave it a facelift by mak-

ing alterations turning a
fishing boat into a pleasure
boat.According to standard
specifications, the boat has
a carrying capacity of 22
people only, but on Sunday
there were 40, if not more,
including children.

Moreover, the Depart-
ment of Ship Technology-
Cochin University of Science
and Technology role is also
likely to come under the
scanner as they are respon-
sible for giving the boat sta-
bility certificate.

According to those in
the know of things, the dy-
namics of a fishing boat and
a pleasure boat carrying
passengers are different and
hence authorities who gave
the technical sanction to 'At-
lantic' owe an  answer.

Then comes the role of
the District Tourism Promo-
tion Council - Malappuram
who are responsible for all
tourism-related activities
and have they done their
job well.Yet another govern-
ment body which will have
to give answers is the Tanur
Municipality who are prima-
rily responsible for all activi-
ties in their locality, where
the public is involved.

Public anguish surfaced
, the moment Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan who
dashed to Tanur and an-
nounced a judicial probe
and the formation of a spe-
cial investigation team to
probe the accident.

Delhi court frames
charges against
Aaftab Poonawala
in Shraddha
murder case

New Delhi, May 9 (IANS)
Delhi's Saket Court on Tues-
day framed charges in the
Mehrauli murder case
against Aaftab Amin
Poonawala, accused of stran-
gling his live-in partner
Shraddha Walkar to death
and then chopping her body
into several
pieces.Additional Sessions
Judge Manisha Khurana
framed the charges for mur-
der and disappearance of
evidence.Shraddha, 26, was
allegedly murdered by her
live-in partner Aaftab
Poonawala in May last year
in their house in Delhi's
Mehrauli.

FEMA 'violation': ED seizes properties worth
Rs 41.64 crore of Zavareh Poonawalla

New Delhi, May 9 (IANS)
The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) has seized three im-
movable properties worth
Rs 41.64 crore under the
provisions of Foreign Ex-
change Management Act
(FEMA) during a probe
against Zavareh Soli
Poonawalla and his family
members.The properties
are located at Ceejay house,
Worli in Mumbai.The ED is
investigating a case of mis-
use of Liberalized Remit-
tance Scheme (LRS) under
the provisions of the FEMA
against Zavareh Soli

Poonawalla and his family.
His name was found in the
Panama Papers revelations
regarding off-shore entities

The ED investigation has
established that Poonawalla
and his family members had
remitted foreign exchange
abroad by mis-utilising the
provisions of LRS scheme.

"They used the maxi-
mum permissible limit and
from the year 2011-12, they
remitted money abroad via
mis-declarations under the
pretext of 'family mainte-
nance and self-mainte-
nance', however none of

their family members was
residing abroad or holding
NRI status," the ED said. The
entire funds remitted by
Poonawalla and his family
members under LRS were
invested into Stallast Limited
based in BVI. The funds re-
mitted by Poonawalla and
his family members were
utilised by Stallast Limited to
purchase four properties in
the UK. These properties in-
clude four apartments at
Paddington, London. Mul-
tiple FEMA contraventions
were seen in these transac-
tions, the agency said.

Israel Foreign Minister arrives
in India on three-day visit
New Delhi, May 9 (IANS)

Israel Foreign Minister Eli
Cohen on Tuesday arrived
on a three-day visit, which is
his first official trip to the
country.

According to official
sources, the two sides will
discuss ways to expand bi-
lateral ties between the two
nations.Cohen will meet his
Indian counterpart S.
Jaishankar and hold wide-
ranging discussions cover-
ing the entire expanse of
engagement between India
and Israel, including in areas
of strategic affairs and trade.

Official spokesperson of
the External Affairs Ministry
Arindam Bagchi tweeted, "A
warm welcome to FM
@elicoh1 of Israel on his first
official visit to India. Looking
forward to the visit further
strengthening the multifac-
eted - partnership."

Cohen will also attend
an India-Israel Business Fo-
rum being organised by in-
dustry body CII on Tuesday.

He will also participate
in a special conversation
organised by the Israel Ex-
port and International Co-
operation Institute here.

PATNA, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar paying tribute to Maharana Pratap on his birth anniversary,
in Patna on Tuesday.UNI

AGARTALA, Students from different schools of Tripura performing in a pro-
gram on the 162nd birth anniversary of Indian Nobel Laureate poet
Rabindranath Tagore in Agartala on Tuesday. UNI

NEW DELHI, Minister of State for Communications, Devusinh Chauhan at the
India Post-Bharat emart tie up and Tripartite MoU among India Post, CAIT and
Tripta Technologies for Logistics Services, in New Delhi on Tuesday. UNI


