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News

Brief
Rain, snowfall
likely in J&K,
Ladakh during
next 24 hours
Srinagar, Dec 9 (IANS)
Weather was dry and cold in
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh as the Meteorological (MeT) office said on Friday that snowfall in higher
reaches and rain in plains
was expected during the
next 24 hours. "Light rain in
plains and snowfall in
higher reaches is likely to
occur in J&K during the next
24 hours," an office of the
MeT department said.
Srinagar
had
1,
Pahalgam 0.7 and Gulmarg
minus 3 degrees Celsius as
the minimum temperature.
Drass in Ladakh region had
minus 3.6, Kargil minus 5.6
and Leh minus 4.8 as the
minimum temperature.
Jammu had 12.7, Katra
11, Batote 4.4, Banihal 4.8
and Bhaderwah 4.5 as the
minimum temperature.
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Cong demands
white paper on
demonetisation
in LS
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS)
Leader of the Congress in
Lok Sabha, Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury on Friday
sought a white paper on
demonetisation, while calling it a ‘failed’ decision on
part of the central government. Raising the issue during Zero Hour, Chowdhury
said that the government
had taken the decision without thinking and the very
basis of the decision was illogical.
He said that there was a
72 per cent increase in the
circulation of currency
notes, adding that black
money had not stopped
and its circulation continued. BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey intervened him by
saying that the Congress
was supporting terrorism
and illegal migrants from
Bangladesh, that is why it
was opposed to the note
ban.

TN launches new
scheme for
conservancy
workers in 5 local
bodies on pilot
basis
Chennai, Dec 9 (IANS)
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister,
M.K. Stalin on Friday
launched the Sanitary Workers Development Scheme
for conservancy workers on
a pilot basis in five local bodies of the state at Madurai.
The pilot project will be
implemented in Zone VI of
Greater Chennai Corporation, Madurai Corporation,
Pudukottai and Pollachi municipalities,
and
Cheranmahadevi town
panchayat.
An official statement
said that the scheme was
aimed to improve the welfare of conservancy workers,
to ensure proper education
of their children.

After three
months, Congress
files
disqualification
petition against
8 Goa defectors
Panaji, Dec 9 (IANS) Congress on Friday filed a disqualification petition before
Goa Assembly Speaker
Ramesh Tawadkar against
its eight MLAs, who had
switched to the BJP on September 14
On September 14,
former Chief Minister
Digambar Kamat, Michael
Lobo, Delilah Lobo, Kedar
Naik, Sankalp Amonkar,
Rajesh Faldesai, Aleixo
Sequeira, and Rudolf
Fernandes joined the BJP,
reducing the Congress’
strength in the 40-member
house to three.

95 kgs of marijuana recovered in Delhi, 4 nabbed
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS)
With the arrest of four persons, including a woman
and a drug peddler, the
Delhi Police on Friday
claimed to have busted a
gang involved in supplying
and selling narcotics substance in the national capital.
Police said that they
have also recovered 95 kgs
of marijuana (ganja) from
the possession of the accused and it was transported from Visakhapatnam
to Delhi in a Toyota Innova
car.
The accused have been
identified
as
Noor
Mohmmad alias Babloo, 39,
a resident of village Patrahi
Khurd in Bihar, Ujjwal Kumar,
23, a resident of district Saran in Bihar, Laxmi Singh, 25,

a resident of Assam and the
drug peddler, Azad, 38, a
resident of New Seemapuri
area in Delhi.
According to Ravindra
Singh Yadav, the Special
Commissioner of Police
(Crime), a tip off was received regarding supply of
a consignment of ganja procured from Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh to Delhi.
"Acting on the inputs, a
trap was laid near Dilshad
Garden. An Andh ra Pradesh
registered Innova car was
spotted. The car, which had
three occupants including a
woman, was stopped and
on search, a total of 72.2 kg
ganja in five plastic sacks
was recovered," said the
Specia l CP.
On interrogation, the accused, Noor Mohmmad,

1,83,741 Indians gave up citizenship
till Oct
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS) The number of Indians renouncing citizenship has gone up significantly in the
last few years.
The number of Indians who renounced their citizenship was 1,33,049 in 2017, and five years later till October 31, this year a total of 1,83,741 gave up their citizenship.
As per the information provided by the Minister of
State for External Affairs V. Muraleedharan in a written
reply in the Lok Sabha on Friday, the number of Indians
who renounced their Indian citizenship was 1,31,489 in
2015; 1,41,603 in 2016; 1,33,049 in 2017; 1,34,561 in 2018;
1,44,017 in 2019; 85,256 in 2020 and 1,63,370 in 2021.
The written reply also informed about the number
of foreign nationals except those from Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan who took Indian citizenship in
the last few years.
“As per the information available with the Ministry,
the number of foreign nationals except those from
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan who took Indian
citizenship was 93 (in 2015), 153 (in 2016), 175 (in 2017),
129 (in 2018), 113 (in 2019), 27 (in 2020), 42 (in 2021)
and 60 (in 2022),” the reply said.

Ujjwal, Laxmi disclosed that
they had purchased the
ganja from Visakhapatnam
and were going to supply
the same to one Azad.
Azad was also nabbed
and subsequently 22.795 Kg
Ganja was recovered from
his residence.
Yadav said that Noor,
Ujjwal and Laxmi used to
procure marijuana from
Visakhapatnam in bulk and
delivered the same to Azad,
who further sold the alleged
ganja in small pouches.
"While transporting the
marijuana from to Delhi,
Laxmi used to sit on the codriver seat and pretend like
a family. On seeing the
woman in the car, the police
or investigating agencies
didn't have suspicion on
them," said the official.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath with Sarah Storey, Deputy High commissioner, Australia at
an investment conference, in Lucknow on Friday.UNI

A political spokesman with a difference
Lucknow, Dec 9 (IANS) A
Samajwadi spokesman has
found a novel way of attracting the attention of authorities concerned towards
people’s issues.
Abdul Hafiz Gandhi
does not stage demonstrations or submit memorandum. Instead, he chooses
innovative ways to attract
the attention of administration to his demands.
For instance, he planted
paddy in the potholes of a
road.
Then he played ‘been’ used by snake charmers - in
front of a buffalo to show
that the PWD does not pay
attention to problems.
He took out a 16 km
padayatra from Onghat to

Etah with torch and lantern
in his hands to search for a
road in the potholes.
During
monsoons,
Abdul Hafiz Gandhi, 43,
went to a road in
Ganjdundwara in Kasganj
with a handful of live fish
and a fishing rod. He put the
fish in rainwater-filled potholes and then started
catching them. He got his
antics filmed on his
smartphone and posted the
video on his YouTube channel, Twitter, Instagram, and
WhatsApp groups.
Within
days, the
Ganjdundwara Nagar Palika
ensured the road was repaired.
Gandhi, who is a
Samajwadi Party leader, says

he has kept the campaign
“apolitical”.
He told IANS, “The idea
is only to raise public issues
and make the authorities
take note and redress them.
I do not engage in any party
politics, political tug-of-war
or slandering while I do this
video story-telling on civic
issues.”
After his series of videos
on the lack of amenities at
the Gadka railway station (a
small station) 28 km from
Kasganj district headquarters and tagging the Railway
ministry to videos story on
his verified Twitter handle,
the Railways responded
within three days and sent
a team to the station for an
inspection, he claims.

Female doctor thrashed for opposing
illegal construction in Greater Noida,
video goes viral
Greater Noida, Dec 9
(IANS) A female doctor was
physically assaulted by her
neighbours for opposing an
illegal construction in
Greater Noida. A video of
the incident has gone viral
on social media. Cases of illegal construction and disputes related to them have
been on the rise in the societies of Noida and Greater
Noida. According to sources,
the victim, Rashmi Sharma,
lives with her elderly parents in Jalvayu Vihar Society
and is posted in Primary
Health Centre, Dankaur. Her
neighbour Arun Kumar and
the women in his family assaulted her which resulted

in serious injuries on her
head and hand. The victim is
undergoing treatment at
the district hospital. Sharma
said that the accused misbehaved and brutally assaulted her. She alleged that
the police, after receiving a
complaint, pressed minor
charges and released the
accused. It was seen in the
video that the victim’s parents were pushed and assaulted when they came to
her rescue. Sharma alleged
that the accused constantly
engaged in illegal construction which she protested
against and had complained in the Resident Welfare Association (RWA).

Delhi court frames corruption
charges against Swati Maliwal

Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari at Parliament
House during the Winter Session in New Delhi on Friday. UNI

New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS)
A Delhi court on Thursday
framed corruption and
criminal conspiracy charges
against Delhi Commission
for Women (DCW) Chairperson Swati Maliwal and three
others for allegedly misusing their official position
and gaining monetary benefits by illegally appointing
people, including Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) workers,
in the women rights body.
The case was registered
after BJP leader and former
chairperson of DCW Barkha
Shukla Singh filed a complaint to Anti Corruption
Branch (ACB) in 2016.

Setback to Anurag Thakur in
home district in Himachal polls

Shimla, Dec 9 (IANS) In a
setback to Union Minister of
Information and Broadcasting Anurag Thakur and his
father Prem Kumar Dhumal,
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has lost all the five Assembly seats in Hamirpur,
the home district of the duo
in Himachal Pradesh.
The Congress won four
of the five Assembly constituencies in the district,

while an Independent won
the fifth seat, once the
stronghold of the Dhumal
family.
The winning Congress
candidates
were
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
from Nadaun, Inder Dutt
Lakhnapal from Barsar,
Rajinder
Rana
from
Sujanpur and Suresh Kumar
in Bhoranj.
In the Hamirpur seat,

both the BJP and the Congress faced defeat from Independent
candidate
Ashish Sharma, who won
with a margin of 12,899
votes.
Two-time Congress legislator Rajinder Rana, who
has learnt political lessons
for years from his oncementor and two-time chief
minister Dhumal, defeated
his nearest rival and BJP can-

Bhupendra Patel resigns as Gujarat CM,
BJP to elect new leader on Saturday
Gandhinagar, Dec 9
(IANS)
Gujarat
CM
Bhupendra Patel and his
cabinet tendered their resignations to Governor
Acharya Devvrat on Friday
to pave the way for the formation of a new government.
The newly-elected
lawmakers
of
the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) will meet on Saturday (December 10) to
choose a new leader. BJP’s
state chief C.R. Patil in a letter addressed to the Governor has sought his appointment for Saturday. In
the letter, he has also informed the Governor that
MLAs’ meeting will be held

on Saturday wherein a new
leader of the legislature
party will be elected, after
which the party will be requesting the Governor to
hold the swearing-in ceremony
on
Monday.
Bhupendra Patel is all set to
continue as the Chief Minister. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and other dignitaries will be attending the
swearing-in ceremony. In
the recently held Assembly
elections in two phases, the
BJP has got a thumping
majority with 156 seats. This
will be the seventh consecutive victory for the BJP in the
state. According to party
sources there is a possibility

of one or two Deputy Chief
Ministers in the new cabinet, which can have 12
cabinet ministers, three to
four Ministers of State with
independent portfolios,
and the rest Minister of
states. Senior and junior
faces in the race for the
cabinet
berths
are
Ramanlal Vora, Raghavji
Patel, kunvarji Bavalia,
Rishikesh Patel, Shankar
Chaudhary, Jitu Vaghani,
Jayesh Radadiya, Kiritsinh
Rana, Mahendra Padaliya,
Jitu Chaudhary, Naresh
Patel, Balvantsimh Rajput,
Kanubhai Desai, Kesaji
Thakor, Purnesh Modi,
Harsh Sanghvi, Nimisha
Suthar, and Manisha Vakil.

didate Ranjit Singh by a
slender margin of 399 votes.
He won the seat for the third
time.
In the 2017 Assembly
polls, as the party registered
a handsome win in a House
of 68, the BJP’s chief ministerial candidate Dhumal
had faced defeat in a
straight contest by 1,919
votes in Sujanpur, where he
was asked to contest from
despite his reluctance.
This time Dhumal, who
has contested many Assembly and parliamentary elections, was keen to avenge
his 2017 poll defeat by entering the fray again.
His desire was dashed
when the party leadership
dropped his nomination
from any of his two stronghold seats — Sujanpur and
its adjoining Hamirpur.
During the campaigning, Thakur wept many a
time publically, while praising achievements of his father. The BJP leaders close
to Dhumal admitted that
the former chief minister,
who played a crucial role for
two decades in strengthening the party after the exit
of Shanta Kumar, the first
non-Congress chief minister
in 1977, dropping from the
election owing to his advancing age had sent a
wrong signal among the
party cadre.
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Initially, an inquiry took
place on the basis of the
filed complaint and an FIR
was registered later.
Special Judge Dig Vinay
Singh of Rouse Avenue
Court framed charges
against Maliwal, Promila
Gupta, Sarika Chaudhary
and Farheen Malick for
criminal conspiracy under
section 120B of the Indian
Penal Code and for other offences under sections
13(1)(d), 13(1)(2) and 13(2)
of Prevention of Corruption
Act.
“The above-mentioned
facts do create a strong suspicion that recruitments to
various posts were made
during the impugned tenure of the accused persons
for different remunerations
in an arbitrary manner, violating all Rules & Regulations in which the near &
dear ones were appointed
and remunerations were
given to them from public
exchequer,” the court said.
“The discussion as
above also prima facie indicates that most of the appointments were given to
the near & dear ones of the
accused persons/AAP party.
Thus, it cannot be claimed
by the accused persons that
they did not abuse their position in order to obtain pecuniary advantages for
other persons i.e. the per-

sons so appointed, or that
prima facie there was no dishonest intention,” the court
added.
It has been claimed by
the prosecution that by appointing AAP workers and
acquaintances to different
posts of DCW without following due process, it has
violated the legitimate right
of deserving candidates.
“Promoting the interest
of near & dear ones and

nepotism, as revealed from
the facts of this case, is also
a form of corruption,” Justice Singh said.
Between August 6, 2015,
and August 1, 2016, 87 appointments -at least 20 persons were associated with
AAP- were made in DCW out
of which 71 persons were
appointed on a contractual
basis and 16 persons were
appointed for ‘Dial 181’, the
prosecution claimed.

4 bills introduced to revise
Scheduled Tribes list in four states
New Delhi, Dec 9
(IANS) The Centre on Friday introduced four
separate bills in the Lok
Sabha to revise the list of
Scheduled
Tribes in
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka,
Tamil
Nadu
and
Himachal Pradesh.
Tribal Affairs Minister
Arjun Munda introduced
the Constitution (Scheduled
Tribes) Order
(Amendment) Bills 2022
for
Chhattisgarh,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu
and Himachal Pradesh.
The
Constitution
(Scheduled Tribes) Order
(Second Amendment)
Bill seeks to to modify
the list of Scheduled
Tribes in Tamil Nadu.

Similarly, the Constitution
(Scheduled
Tribes) Order ( Third
Amendment) Bill aims to
provide for inclusion of
certain communities in
the list of Scheduled
Tribes in Himachal
Pradesh.
Another bill seeks to
modify the list of Scheduled Tribes in Karnataka.
The fourth bill aims
to include certain communities in the list of
Scheduled Tribes in
Chhattisgarh.
The government periodically brings in such
bills to modify the
Scheduled Tribes list as
per proposals sent by
states.

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann meeting with Union Home Minister
Amit Shah regarding the shifting of the barbed wire on the border, strengthening the police force to prevent the ever-increasing incidents of drones and other
issues, in New Delhi on Friday.UNI
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Russia in for economic shock with price cap
on crude at $60 per barrel & EU's oil embargo

From

Editor’s

Desk

By TN Ashok
Washington, Dec 9 (IANS) Russias Central Bank has
warned the country is awaiting "new economic shocks"

Why Congress’ loss
in Gujarat is more
telling than its win
in Himachal

The Bharat Jodo Yatra may help to
rebrand Rahul Gandhi, but the
Gujarat results have thrown up an
important question: Can a political
party afford to ignore electoral
imperatives? For now, it seems the
Congress doesn't have an answer.
The Congress can take some solace in pulling
ahead of the BJP in Himachal Pradesh. But victory in
the hill state pales when seen in the big picture that
emerged starkly on Thursday. The scale of Congress
defeat in Gujarat and in Delhi — municipal elections
results were announced on Wednesday – is dramatic:
In Gujarat, its vote share has fallen steeply while its
tally in MCD has come down from 31 wards to a mere
9. These results should force the Congress leadership
to reflect on the party’s inexorably shrinking national
footprint, ahead of assembly elections due in states
including Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh in the next few months.
In Himachal, less than one per cent vote share
separates the winner from the loser. Evidently, BJP
rebels, anti-incumbency sentiment on issues such as
corruption and low apple prices, disgruntlement over
Agnipath and the pension scheme, worked against
the Jairam Thakur government, and the absence of a
third force — the AAP focused on Delhi and Gujarat
— laid the ground for Congress in Himachal. The challenge before the party will be to keep its flock together and build a consensus on the chief ministerial candidate. The drastic Congress defeat in Gujarat
overshadows the narrow Himachal win — in the highstakes Gujarat election, the party appeared to give
up the fight even before it started. It was busy dealing with a leadership vacuum at the central level at a
time when it should have been focusing on the
Gujarat campaign. Rahul Gandhi set out on the Bharat
Jodo Yatra instead of joining the battle in Gujarat.
Party resources that could have been channeled for
the election campaign got pulled in to facilitate his
yatra. In contrast, newcomer AAP showed a will to
fight, pooled in resources from its strongholds to
compensate for its lack of organisation in the state
and campaigned vigorously. The party has won close
to 13 per cent votes and five seats; its rise could further erode Congress’s base in the state.
The decimation in Gujarat — home to 26 Lok
Sabha seats — is likely to demoralise Congress cadres elsewhere. The Bharat Jodo Yatra may help to
rebrand Rahul Gandhi, but the Gujarat results have
thrown up an important question: Can a political
party afford to ignore electoral imperatives? For now,
it seems the Congress doesn’t have an answer.

with the price cap on crude at $60 per barrel and EU's oil
embargo, which can significantly reduce economic activity in the near future.Consequently, Russia is thinking

over options on how to counter the
price cap, including banning oil sales
to some countries, media reports said.
While the Kremlin's ruling hierarchy led by President Vladimir Putin's
skepticism over the West's several
economic sanctions, financial analysts
at the country's central bank predicted "new economic shocks", in the
wake of the $60 per barrel price cap
on Russian oil and the European
Union's ban on the country's crude.
The European Union, G7, and Australia have fixed the price on Russian
crude which kicked in on Monday. On
top of that, the EU has also banned all
Russian crude that are seaborne.
Both measures could "significantly reduce" Russia's economic activity in the coming months, analysts
at the Russian central bank's research
and forecasting department said in a
report on Wednesday.

By Rahul Kumar
New Delhi, Dec 9: The Europe-based Human
Rights Council of Balochistan (HRCB) has said that
35 people became victims to "enforced disappearances" while 42 were killed in November, 2022 in
continuing violence across Balochistan.
It attributed the extrajudicial killing of fortytwo people to the trio of Frontier Corps (FC), targeted killings and honour killings. Of these, the
HRCB says 22 people were killed
in separate operations by the FC
- a paramilitary force that operates in Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa regions.It attributed the extrajudicial killing of
forty-two people to the trio of
Frontier Corps (FC), targeted killings and honour killings. Of
these, the HRCB says 22 people
were killed in separate operations by the FC - a paramilitary
force that operates in
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa regions.v
Regarding targeted killings,
the report says: "14 cases of target killings were reported, the
largest number of people killed in target killings
in recent months." It adds that three people were
killed for honour and two mutilated dead bodies
were found in the province.Regarding targeted
killings, the report says: "14 cases of target killings
were reported, the largest number of people killed

support urgently needed new research to fill a critical knowledge gap.
While nearly 28,000 deep-sea animal species have been described and
named, an estimated 2.2 million other
marine species, including deep-sea,
are unknown to science, of which
many are thought to be threatened
with extinction.
In 2019, the scaly-foot snail
(Chrysomallon squamiferum) became
the first deep-sea species listed as globally endangered due to the threat of
deep-seabed mining.
"Conservation of deep-sea species
found in 'areas beyond national jurisdiction' is particularly challenging,"
the policy brief says.
"We know very little about them,
and there is not yet an international
framework to guide the implementation of conservation measures," says

Kenya pledges enhanced conservation of
wildlife habitats amid threat
Nairobi, Dec 9 (IANS) The conservation of Kenya's wildlife sanctuaries
that are grappling with myriad threats,
including climate change, encroachment, pollution and invasive species,
is a top priority for the government
and its partners, an official said.
Peninah Malonza, Cabinet Secretary in the Ministry of Tourism, Wildlife and Heritage, said on Thursday

enhancing the protection of natural
habitats for iconic wildlife species is
key to sustainable tourism and the
livelihoods of rural communities.
"We are harmonising policy frameworks even as we engage more partners to boost wildlife conservation financing," she added during the
launch of a new initiative to promote
the health of biodiversity inside wildlife parks in the Kenyan capital of
Nairobi.
According to Malonza, a strategic
alliance between government, industry, and bilateral lenders is expected to
re-invigorate the protection of wildlife
sanctuaries that are home to iconic

They, however, stated that their
findings could differ from an official
stand taken by the institution.
The EU sanctions created a certain
amount of uncertainty and restrictions
that came just as Russia's economy
successfully overcame a short-term
decline caused largely by President
Putin, who mobilised men for the
Ukraine war in October, according to
the central bank.
The bank's analysts attributed the
short-term recovery to an increase in
government orders of goods.
Russia's crude oil production could
decline in the longer term as western
price cap and import restrictions on
Russian oil could curtail the country's
economic activity in the short term,
media reports said.
Russia's oil production dipped in
October, and the bank's analysts said
the country's oil economics is highly-

dependent on the effect of various restrictive measures on the
part of the so-called unfriendly
countries.
Moscow has denounced the
West's price cap on its oil exports
and is still working on a response
to the restrictions, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said
on Wednesday, according to
state-owned news agency RIA
Novosti.
Among the various options
being considered by Russia to
counter the price cap includes
banning oil sales to certain countries and setting a maximum
price discount for its flagship
Urals crude against Brent oil, Russian business daily Vedomosti
said on Wednesday, quoting two
sources close to the cabinet.-IANS

Extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances
continue in Balochistan: rights body
in target killings in recent months.
" It adds that three people were
killed for honour and two mutilated
dead bodies were found in the province.
The report says that a shepherd,
Mohammad Gaus was detained during the military operation in the Bolan
and was later shot dead. The Pakistani

military had launched the Bolan operation to rescue two soldiers who
had been abducted by the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) on September 25.
Their fate is still unknown despite
fierce fighting.
On enforced disappearances, the
HRCB says the "Frontier Corps ab-

Many marine species may go extinct
before discovered: Scientists at COP15
Montreal, Dec 9 (IANS) More than
90 per cent of marine species are
undescribed and many may go extinct
due to human activity before they are
discovered -- the loss of unique, potentially valuable genetic resources resulting in unpredictable effects on global
ecosystems essential to human food
supplies and climate regulation.
Without knowledge of these species, effective deep sea conservation
is impossible, leading international
marine scientists warned in a new
policy brief presented at the UN
Biodiversity Conference (COP15) on
Thursday in Montreal.
They urge global policy-makers to

Editorial

species like giant mammals, insects
and migratory birds, Xinhua news
agency reported.
She said Kenya has domesticated
international treaties to strengthen
the conservation of wildlife habitats,
boost climate resilience and improve
rural livelihoods.
Malonza added that to shield wildlife from the devastating impacts of climate change, the government has mobilised resources
to drill water pans and supply
dried fodder to the parks.
She noted that greater involvement of local communities in protecting wildlife
habitats has led to reduced
cases of poaching, thereby
stabilising the population of
charismatic species, including
elephants, rhinos, lions, and
giraffes.
The Kenyan official said
the new partnership with the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW)
and the Conservation Alliance of
Kenya will foster knowledge-sharing
on tackling emerging threats to wildlife.
Malonza said the alliance will
guide investments in nature-positive
projects that enhance the health of
wildlife habitats while providing new
revenue streams to communities.
Silvia Museiya, Principal Secretary
in the State Department of Tourism
and Wildlife, said partnerships, innovative financing, and greater community
involvement are key to the success of
wildlife conservation programmes.

lead author of the brief, Stefanie Kaiser of the Senckenberg Research Institute and Natural History Museum,
Frankfurt.
Knowledge of deep-sea species
biodiversity is an obvious first step to
effective protection of both the species and the ecosystem processes associated with them.
The scientists warn that deep sea
species are increasingly exposed to
pollution and habitat destruction.
In particular, global warming,
ocean acidification and resource
depletion could lead to dramatic
changes in deep-sea biodiversity with
unpredictable consequences for humans as well.
The scientists call for support to
develop international research strategies, infrastructure, cooperation and
exploration."Deep-sea areas seem

very distant and insignificant at first
glance; it's not immediately clear what
this vast ecosystem and its inhabitants
are doing for us," explains Kaiser.
"The deep sea -- defined as 200 to
11,000 metre depth and beyond -- is
the world's largest habitat, covering
more than half of earth's surface. It is
essential to global climate regulation
by storing carbon dioxide and heat
and by maintaining biodiversity."
The 15th Conference of the Parties
(COP15) to the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
is an international meeting bringing
together governments from around
the world.
Participants will set out new goals
and develop an action plan for nature
over the next decade.The government
of Canada's priority is to ensure the
COP15 is a success for nature.--IANS

ducted thirty-one people while the
remaining four people were abducted
by unknown gunmen." It added that
13 people were released after detention but the whereabouts of the others is not known.
It highlights that the FC personnel
kidnapped the Baloch people from
Khuzdar, Panjgur, Quetta, Awaran,
Kech and many more areas. Those
abducted from Quetta were four
students, of whom three were released but the whereabouts of
Waheed Sakhi, a student from Kech,
remains unknown.
On a positive note, the report
mentions that five victims of enforced disappearances who had
been abducted by Pakistan's military forces earlier were released.This
included well known publisher and
human rights activist Faheem
Baloch who had been kidnapped by
the police from his shop on August
26.
Over the years, Pakistani forces
have abducted thousands of
Baloch, Pashtuns and Sindhis in a bid
to quell nationalist sentiments among
these ethnic groups. Even the Shias
feels unsafe in Pakistan and have
launched drives against enforced disappearances.
The Pakistani army has also killed
the Baloch not just in Pakistan but also

in other countries, notably Europe. Baloch journalists and
activists were found dead in
mysterious circumstances in
Sweden, Canada
and
Azerbaijan.
As recently as October,
hundreds of rotting bodies
were found on the roof of
Nishtar hospital in Punjab. At
that time, the HRCB had asked
the federal government to
launch a thorough investigation into the mysterious
deaths and establish the
identities of the dead through
DNA analysis.
Many human rights activists had alleged that the bodies belonged to the victims of
enforced disappearances
who had been tortured and
killed in State captivity. While
Islamabad brushed the incident under the carpet, the Pakistani media too has maintained silence over the matter.
(Rahul Kumar writes on international issues and is a
keen watcher of South Asia,
environment, urban development and NGOs.)

Nearly a million immigrants
became US citizens in FY 2022
New York, Dec 9 (IANS) Nearly
one million immigrants obtained
US citizenship during the fiscal year
2022 -- the highest number of naturalized citizens in almost 15 years,
according to a US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) report.
USCIS completed processing
1,075,700 naturalization applications and administered the oath of
allegiance to 967,400 new US citizens during the year ended September 30.The number rose to
1,023,200 immigrants when considering children.The top five countries of birth of immigrants who
became naturalized US citizens in
fiscal year 2022 were Mexico, India,
the Philippines, Cuba and the Dominican Republic, according to the
USCIS data. The immigrants who

either have been green card holders (permanent residents) for 3-5
years or meet various military service requirements are eligible for US
citizenship. The processing time,
from the time you file your citizenship application to when you attend
the oath of allegiance ceremony, is
between 18.5-24 months.The current government filing fee for naturalization applications is $725, including $640 for processing and $85
for biometrics services.
Immigrants with US citizenship
are allowed to vote in federal elections, eligible for candidacy in US
elections, have greater access to
government
assistance
programmes, like Medicare, sponsor
relatives seeking permanent residency, and ensure automatic US citizenship for children.

US universities add policies banning caste discrimination
By Arul Louis
New York, Dec 9 (IANS) The Ivy
League Brown University has become
the latest US institution of higher education to take action against caste discrimination, joining California State,
Harvard and other universities that
have targeted the practice.
Brown University announced this
month that it was explicitly adding
caste to categories like religion, sexual
orientation and colour in its institution-wide non-discrimination policy.
The University's Vice President for
Institutional Equity and Diversity,
Sylvia Carey-Butler, asserted that as the
South Asian population in the US increases, caste discrimination is a growing issue on college and university
campuses.
"Our nondiscrimination policies
exist to ensure we're protecting
people and to ensure the University
environment is free of hurt and harm,"
she said.
A group of students who helped
research the issue said that the addition of caste to the policy "provides a
framework for reporting incidents" of
discrimination, according to the university.
Brown University avoided any
mention of Hinduism or India and its
statement only mentions caste as a
practice in South Asia.
Carey-Butler said that Brown, with
an enrolment of about 10,000 in Providence, Rhode Island State, is the first
Ivy League university to specifically
ban caste discrimination across the
board.
Last year, Harvard University's con-

tract with the Graduate Students
Union added caste as a "protected category", meaning that its members
cannot be discriminated against
based on caste status, but it is not a
university-wide policy.
Brandeis, a highly regarded university which originated in the Jewish
community's struggle against discrimination, likely became in 2019 the

and students.
Sunil Kumar and Praveen Sinha
said that they "fully and vehemently
oppose all forms of prejudice and discrimination" butA "we simply cannot
abide by a misguided policy".o its antidiscrimination policy.
In January, the California State University (CSU) System with 23 institutions added caste to its non-discrimi-

first major US university to add caste
to its anti-discrimination policy.
In January, the California State University (CSU) System with 23 institutions added caste to its non-discrimination policy under the "race or
ethnicity" category and that has been
challenged in a federal court by two
professors of Indian origin who asserted that anti-discrimination policy
itself amounts to discrimination
against Indian origin and Hindu staff

nation policy under the "race or
ethnicity" category and that has been
challenged in a federal court by two
professors of Indian origin who asserted that anti-discrimination policy
itself amounts to discrimination
against Indian origin and Hindu staff
and students.
Executive Director Suhag Shukla
and Managing Director Samir Kalra of
the Hindu American Foundation (HAF)
asserted that the CSU policy violates

CMYK

the US constitution's protection for religious freedom and for ensuring due
process and equal protection for all
under law.
Although the non-discriminatory
policy makes no mention of Hinduism,
the professors' lawsuit maintains that
by relying on resolutions by faculty
and student bodies that mention the
religion, CSU tries to illegally define
Hindu religion and incorrectly assert
that the religion mandates a racist and
discriminatory caste system.
One of those who advocated for
the addition of caste in the CSU antidiscrimination, Prem Pariyar, is from
Nepal.
In India and among the diaspora,
other religions including Christianity
also practice the caste system.
Equality Labs, a US organisation
that opposes caste discrimination, said
in a report that one in three Dalit students here reported being discriminated during their education, and that
one in two Dalits and one in four
Shudras "lived in fear of being aouted"
about their caste.
Equality Labs in a statement congratulated Brown University for including caste in its anti-discrimination
policy and said the anti-caste "movement continues to expand as casteoppressed students, faculty, and staff
stand up and demand an end to castebased discrimination".
CSU also included a similar antidiscrimination provision in its contract
with the faculty association.
(Arul Louis can be contacted at
arul.l@ians.in and followed at
@arulouis)--IANS

In the news
Badshah narrates a story
through his latest: 'Woh'

Mumbai, Dec 9 (IANS)
Badshah shared his reason
for collaborating with rapper Ankit Singh Patyal,
popularly known as Ikka
and Dino James for the first
time for the track 'Woh' and
said that the song tells his
story through music and
compositions.
Badshah, who is known
for his hit tracks such as 'Kar
Gayi Chull', 'DJ Waley Babu',
'Saturday Saturday', said:
"Ikka Paaji and Dino Paaji
finished the song and made
me hear it. I immediately
connected to it and told
them that I even have a
story that I want to narrate

Red Sea Film
Fest: Hrithik
grooves on 'Ek
Pal Ka Jeena',
gets clicked with
Jackie Chan
Mumbai, Dec 9 (IANS)
Bollywood star Hrithik
Roshan took everyone by
surprise after he danced to
his popular track 'Ek Pal Ka

through this song and
asked if I can join them. They
were kind enough to allow
me to be a part of the song."
The song brings out the
emotions of a guy after a
break-up and how he deals
with the pain. Dino and
Badshah were co-judges of
the 'Hustle 2.0', where they
only gave a glimpse of the
song.The trio are coming on
'The Kapil Sharma Show' for
'rapper special episode'
along other well-known
rappers including Raftaar,
King, Rajakumari, and
Srushti Tawade.
Dino also spoke about
the collaboration and
added: "Once I was chilling
with Ikka at my place and we
were just vibing to music. He
made me listen to a song
and I was thinking if we can
do anything about it. It is
said that a musician makes
a song, but I swear to God
this song was made on its
own. We went to Badshah
paaji and made him hear
the song. The moment he
heard it he asked us if he
could be a part of it."
'The Kapil Sharma Show'
airs on Sony Entertainment
Television.--IANS
Jeena' from his debut film
'Kaho Na Pyaar Hai...' at the
ongoing Red Sea Festival in
Jeddah.
Looking every inch dapper, he was dressed in a classic black suit with a bow tie.
While interacting with his
fans and media, Hrithik
broke into an impromptu
dance.
He even taught the host
the hooHe even taught the
host the hook steps 'Ek Pal
Ka Jeena'. k steps 'Ek Pal Ka
Jeena'. As he began the
dance, those seated in the
audience erupted into loud
cheers. Later in the festival,
Hrithik got a chance to meet
martial art star Jackie Chan.
The actors posed together
for a photograph.
Hrithik was last seen in
'Vikram Vedha'. He will next
be seen in 'Fighter' starring
Deepika Padukone. In the
film, Hrithik plays the role of
an Air Force pilot.
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Makers of 'Pathaan' to drop first
song 'Besharam Rang' on Dec 12

Mumbai, Dec 9 (IANS)
The makers of 'Pathaan' are
all set to drop the first song
'Besharam Rang' from the
film on December 12. The
track is set to present
Deepika Padukone in her
hottest best and showcase
breath-taking chemistry between her and Shah Rukh
Khan.
Siddharth reveals, "Yes, it
is true that the first song of
our film is releasing on Monday. It's called Besharam

Christian Bale had lot of
time to jam on 'Amsterdam'

Mumbai, Dec 9 (IANS)
Hollywood star Christian
Bale has revealed that his
period comedy film
'Amsterdam', which is based
on the 1933 political conspiracy of 'Business Plot' in
the US, is one of those films
for which they had the
luxury of time to experiment and come up with
new ideas.
Talking about the same,
the actor said, "There is usually a mad rush to get movies made, and that is often a
necessity because of the financiers or when the studios
want the films released, but
there were no time limits at
all."
He further mentioned
how he and the film's director - David O. Russell
jammed together, "We
could just sit and pour
through tons of ideas, and
he would give me books,
and I would find ideas, and I
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Rang and it will present two
of the biggest superstars of
our generation Shah Rukh
Khan
and
Deepika
Padukone in their hottest
avatar yet."
He adds, "For us, this one
is the party anthem of the
season that people have
been waiting for and I'm
confident that it will stay a
party anthem for many,
many years to come.
So, I want to tell the fans
and audience to patiently

wait for the song when it releases on Monday morning!
The wait for this one will be
worth every second from
now!"
SRK and Deepika are
one of the biggest onscreen pairings in the history of Indian cinema given
their epic blockbusters 'Om
Shanti Om', 'Chennai Express' and 'Happy New Year'.
The two sizzled in Spain as
leaked photos from the sets
of 'Besharam Rang' took the
internet by storm.
The duo shot this hugely
mounted song in Mallorca
as SRK was papped flaunting an eight-pack and
Deepika her perfect bikini
body.
They then headed to
Cadiz and Jerez in Spain
where they wrapped the
schedule on March 27.
'Pathaan' is set to release
on January 25, 2023 in Hindi,
Tamil and Telugu.--IANS

would bring him quotes. So,
there were all these other
characters that came and
went, and different people
that we would meet and be
inspired by."
The film follows three
friends and everyone they
encounter on their adven-

ture with a fascinating and
richly intricate tale that brilliantly weaves historical fact
with fiction for a timely, cinematic experience. The
movie also stars Margot
Robbie and John David
Washington and the three
are joined by celebrities like
Alessandro Nivola, Andrea

*

Genelia grooves to the classic
'Mera Dil Yeh Pukare Aaja'
Mumbai, Dec 9 (IANS)
Bollywood actress Genelia
D'Souza will be seen grooving on the latest version of
the classic song 'Mera Dil
Yeh Pukaare Aaja' originally
sung by legendary singer
Lata Mangeshkar, which is
currently trending on social
media. She made her appearance on 'Indian Idol 13'.
As the actress came
along with her husband and
actor Riteish Deshmukh to
promote their upcoming
film 'Ved', the actress added
more elements of entertainment in the show by grooving to the remix in her own
style. Riteish made his directorial debut with 'Ved'.
Genelia is known for her
Tamil, Telugu and Hindi
films. She started her career
with 'Tujhe Meri Kasam' in
2003. Later, she was seen in
'Satyam', 'Sye', 'Masti', 'Force',
and many more.
Apart from her amazing
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÷u«kuMfkuÃkef ÃkæÄríkÚke fhðk{kt ykðþu.
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Disclaimer
Adverstisement
appeared in this News
Paper have not been
verified factually and
“WESTERNTIMES”
does not stand
responsible for the
sales proposition.

dance moves, contestants
Shivam Singh and Senjuti
Da will be seen giving performance on the song
'Pehla Nasha from the film
'Jo Jeeta Wohi Sikandar and
'Ghum Hain Kisi Ke Pyaar
Mein' from the film 'Rampur
Ka Lakshman'.
After their romantic performance, Genelia said: "I
am in love with your performance. Both of these songs
are closest to my heart. It

Vicky confesses
his eternal love
for Kat on 1st
wedding
anniversary

takes me back to those moments of life when we cherish little things about love."
Shivam also added:
"Love is really a special feeling and it's a responsibility.
I still haven't fallen in love
but people who fall in love
automatically start losing
two or three friends in their
life. It has happened with
my friends."'Indian Idol 13'
airs on Sony Entertainment
Television.

Arjun Kapoor: 'I have finally
found my groove in cinema'
Mumbai, Dec 9 (IANS)
Actor Arjun Kapoor revealed
that through his forthcoming films he will tackle diverse genres and challenge
himself to deliver better performances.
"As an actor, my journey
in cinema has been of immense learning and growth.
I feel I have finally found
my groove in
cinema and
discovered
what I truly
want to do on
screen. I have
realised that I
need to only
do projects
that bring me
happiness and
help me mature on screen," said Arjun.
He added: "Sandeep Aur
Pinky Faraar is one such film
that has given me tremendous love and appreciation.
I received acting accolades
for this film and I can't be

Mumbai, Dec 9 (IANS) As
they complete one year of
marital bliss, star couple
Vicky Kaushal and Katrina
Kaif wished each other on
social media by posting
never-seen-before wedding pictures.
Vicky shared a string of
pictures on his Instagram
and confessed his ever
growing love for Katrina.
He wrote in the caption:
"Time flies... but it flies in the
most magical way with you
my love. Happy one year of
marriage to us. I love you
more than you can ever
imagine."Katrina too shared
a slew of images from the
wedding, which took place
in Rajasthan last year. She
wrote: "My ray of light.
Happy one year."Vicky and
Katrina tied the knot on December 9, 2021 at Six Senses
Resort, Fort Barwara in
Sawai Madhopur, Rajasthan.
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Riseborough, Anya TaylorJoy, Chris Rock, Matthias
Schoenaerts, Michael Shannon, Mike Myers, Taylor
Swift, Timothy Olyphant,
Zoe Saldaña, Rami Malek,
and Robert De Niro.
The development process for the movie began
five years ago with
Christian Bale in a
westside diner.
"We had been talking about this for years,
and it slowly began
evolving. There were
many screenplays that
were written over a period of four years. We
had a wealth of material that
was really interesting. It is
based on a shocking and
fascinating history, but we
knew we wanted there to be
a great friendship at the
heart of the story, the kind
of friendship that people really love in life and that we
love to see in movies.

3
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thankful enough for this
project."
Arjun hopes to wow everyone again and earn rave
reviews with Aasman
Bhardwaj's 'Kuttey' and Ajay
Bahl's 'The Ladykiller'.
He said: "'Kuttey' is again
that film which I feel will
bring me a lot of joy and
love
and
then,
I'm
confident
that
'The
Ladykiller'
will also deliver as a superb film and
hopefully
make
my
performance
stand out. I
have always
wanted to be
a part of credible films that
allow me to also excel on
screen as a performer."
Arjun went on: "I wanted
to collaborate with storytellers who believe in me and
push me to do better.
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WR COLLECTS RECORD AMOUNT
AS FINES DURING INTENSIVE
TICKET CHECKING DRIVES
Ahmedabad, In order to ensure hassle-free, comfortable travel & better services to all bonafide passengers over Western Railway, intensive ticket
checking drives are being carried out continuously
over Mumbai suburban local services , Mail/Express
as well as passenger trains & holiday special trains
so as to curb the menace of ticketless/irregular passengers.The highly motivated ticket checking team
under the supervision of senior commercial officers of Western Railway organized several ticket
checking drives during the period from April to
November 2022, thereby recovering an amount to
the tune of Rs. 125.71 crore.
According to a press release issued by Public
Relations Department of Western Railway, during
the month of November 2022, an amount of
Rs.11.52 crore was recovered through detection of
1.75 lakh ticketless/irregular passengers, including
unbooked luggage cases. It is pertinent to mention
that during the period from April to November 2022,
total 18.54 lakh ticketless/ irregular passengers &
unbooked luggage cases were detected, as against
9.59 lakh cases detected during the corresponding
period last year, which is an increase of over 93.13%.
Fine of Rs. 125.71 crore was recovered from these
passengers which is an increase of 127.41% over
corresponding period of last year, which was Rs.
55.28 crore. To prevent unauthorized entry in AC
local trains, frequent surprise ticket checking drives
are carried out. As a result of these drives more than
26650 unauthorized passengers have been penalized since April 2022.

TMC spokesman Saket Gokhale
arrested hours after getting
bail
Ahmedabad : Hours after he secured bail from
a metropolitian court in the city, Gujarat police arrested Trinamool Congress (TMC) spokesman Saket
Gokhale for the same offence-allegedly tweeting a
fake newspaper clipping about Prime Minister
Narendra Modi claiming Rs 30 crore were spent on
his Morbi visit on October 30 after the suspension
bridge tragedy.
Morbi police on Thursday booked Gokhale under the Representation of the Peope Act, 1951, for
promoting enmity between classes in connection
with the election.
On December 1, Ahmedabad city cybercrime
police filed a complaint against Gokhale under IPC
Sections 469 (forgery), 471 (using as genuine a
forged material), 501 (printing or engraving matter
known to be defamatory) and 505B (statements
creating or promoting enmity, hatred or ill-will between classes).
A BJP worker from the city, Amit Kothari filed a
complaint after which cybercrime police arrested
Gokhale in jaipur.

BJP Uproots Congress From
Saurashtra
BJP took Saurashtra back from the Congress
with a win on 40 of the 48 seats. In December
2017, Congress won 28 of the 48 seats, cornering almost 60% of the seats in 11 districts of the
regions.
In 2022, Congress could win only in
Porbandar, Somnath and Manavadar while four
seats went to AAP and one to SP.
Congress campaign lacked punch
In 2017, Congress won all 12 seats in Morbi,
Gir Somnath and Amreli. However, Morbi’s
Brijesh Merja and Dhari’s JV Kakadiya moved to
the BJP and were re-elected on a BJP ticket from
the same seat in 2020. Six other Congress candidates from Limbdi, Jasdan, Dhrangadhra,
Jamnagar Rural, Manavadar and Gadhada also
defected to the BJP.
In 2022, BJP won 11 of the 12 seats. Those in
the know said Congress gifted the seats to the
ruling party by not carrying out aggressive campaigns in these seats.

24-year-old Ludhiana woman’s
body exhumed from boyfriend’s
farmhouse; 4 held for murder
A 24-year-old woman from Rasulpur village of
Ludhiana was allegedly strangled to death by her
boyfriend nearly 12 days ago, and later he along
with his brother, brother-in-law and a friend burnt
and buried the body in his stud farm at Sudhar.
The Ludhiana rural police has arrested all four
accused and also exhumed the woman’s mutilated
body from the stud farm. The police said that the
woman wanted to marry the main accused, but he
was reluctant. Following an argument, he strangled
her to death and then tried to get rid of the body
using several tactics.
The woman, Jaspinder Kaur of Hatur’s Rasulpur
village, had reportedly left her house on November
24. Her father and brother had approached the police stating that she left the house with some cash
and jewellery, and they also accused Parampreet
Singh (21) and his brother Bhawanpreet Singh of
keeping her in illegal confinement.

Chandigarh sees registration of
4,161 electric vehicles but no
public charging station yet
The issue was raised in the Rajya Sabha on December 7. In a reply to a question in the Rajya Sabha,
Minister of State in the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways, General V K Singh (retd) said there
are 4,161 electric vehicles registered in Chandigarh
and
six
charging
stations
are
operational.Chandigarh has seen registration of
over 4,000 electric vehicles in the last five years.
However, the UT Administration hasn’t set up any
public charging station in the city.
The issue was raised in the Rajya Sabha on December 7. In a reply to a question in the Rajya Sabha,
Minister of State in the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways, General V K Singh (retd) said there
are 4,161 electric vehicles registered in Chandigarh
and six charging stations are operational.

Private member’s bill on UCC
introduced in Rajya Sabha
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS) Amid protests by the
Opposition, the private member’s bill on Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) was introduced in the Rajya Sabha
on Friday.
The bill was introduced by BJP member Kirodi
Lal Meena.
A total of 63 members voted for the bill while
23 votes were against it.
The Congress, Samajwadi Party, Rashtriya Janata
Dal, and the DMK staged protests while the Biju
Janata Dal walked out of the House. The UCC has
been in the BJP manifesto for many elections while
the private member bill was pending but was not
introduced. The UCC is a proposed law to formulate and implement personal laws of citizens which
would apply to all citizens regardless of their religion, gender or sexual orientation.
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Saffron Song in Cities But Rural plays Sweetest Tune
Ahmedabad : In an assembly election victory that
set records, BJP strengthened its urban bastions and
dented Congress, its main
rival in the
‘rubran’
(rural+urban) seats. However, it was in the hinterland
that the BJP posted its biggest gain, winning 75 of the
92 rural seats. This was an
unprecedented feat for the
saffron party.
The real blow to Congress was delivered by BJP
in rural seats. The saffron
sweep added 39 rural seats
to its 2017 tally of 36 out of
the total 92 rural constituencies. In the last election in

2017, Congress had won 50
rural seats. This time, it slid
to 11.
AAP wrested three rural
seats-Dediapada, Gariadhar
and Jamjodhpur Tribal Party
(BTP), BJP and Congress,Two
Independent candidates
won in Bayad and Dhanera.
Kandhal Jadeja, who was
denied a ticket by NCP, won
Kutiyana in Porbandar on a
Samajwadi Party ticket.
In its traditional urban
bastions, BJP put in another
dominating performance,
winning 42 seats out of the
45 that are within and
around the eight municipal
corporation areas. It was a

gain of five seats from the
2017 tally of 38 urban seats.
Congress was restricted
to just two seats in the cities, losing five from its 2017
Kitty. An Independent candidate, a suspended BJP
member Dharmendrasinh
Vaghela won Waghodia in
Vadodara.
BJP secured all 10 seats
in Surat and four in Rajkot. It
lost one of the six in
Vadodara and two of the 16
in Ahmedabad city.
In Ahmedabad, Congress retained JamalpurKhadia and Danilimda and
lost Dariapur to BJP. These
were keenly watched con-

Here, NOTA Got 6 Times
More Than Win Margin

Just above 5 lakh voters
in Gujarat of the total 3.16
crore who voted in the 2022
assembly elections didn’t
find any candidate worthy
enough and opted to press
NOTA (None Of The Above)
on the EVM, at a rate of
1.57%. NOTA votes were
slightly lower in 2022 than
in 2017, the first time it was
available in the state elections, when 5.51 lakh opted
for it, a rate of 1.84%.
NOTA worthy
While all 182 constituencies in Gujarat registered
NOTA votes, the lowest were
in Karanj of Surat district,
where there were only 756
NOTA votes. On the other
hand, Khedbrahma in
Sabarkantha registered the
highest number of NOTA
votes, 7,331.
In fact, in two constituencies, the winning margin

was lesser than the number
of NOTA votes. In
Khedbrahma, NOTA accounted for 3.56% of votes,
more than double the state
average. The 7,331 NOTAs in
Khedbrahma were more
than the winning margin of
Congress’Tushar Chaudhary
(67,349), who polled just
1,664 more than the BJP’s
Ashvin Kotval (65,685).
In the second such case,
which occurred in the seat
with lowest margin this
election, the number of
NOTA votes, 3,942, far surpassed the thin margin of
577 votes with which the
BJP’s Virendrasinh Jadeja
(66,961) won over Congress’
Bhachu Aarethiya (66,384).
The
constituencies
which registered the highest number of NOTA votes
were Khedbrahma (7,331),
Danta (5,213), Chhota

Udepur
(5,093),
Devgadhbaria (4,821),
Shehra (4,708), Jhalod
(4,646), Jetpur (4,598), Nizar
(4,465), Gandhinagar South
(4,442), Bardoli (4,211),
Daskroi (4,189), the largest
constituency Choryasi
(4,169), Sankheda (4,143),
Vadodara CIty (4,022) and
the constituency of the incumbent chief minister
Ghatlodia (3,993).
NOTA vote share was
more than 5 small parties
NOTA votes, at 1.57% of
total votes, accounted for
more than the total vote
share garnered by some political parties that entered
the Gujarat assembly electoral race in 2022. While BSP
got 0.50% of total vote
share, AIMIM and SP both
got 0.29%, NCP got 0.24%
and CPI(M) received 0.03%
of the total votes.

tests.
In Surat, AAP,s challenge
to BJP on Varachha Road
and Katargam failed. AAP, in
fact, failed to open its account in the urban areas of
Gujarat.
A h m e d a b a d ’s
Ellisbridge, Ghatlodia and
Naranpura and Surat’s
Katargam and Varachha are
the most formidable BJP
bastions. Chief minister
Bhupendra Patel got a lead
of 1.92 lakh votes over
Congress’s Amee Yajnik in
Ghatlodia. Congress candidates have lost their deposits in seven seats in Surat, six
in Ahmedabad, two in

ting in one of its best performances in years, 11 MLAs or
their immediate family
members were iven tickets
by BJP in these polls. Two
more from the Congress
fold-Patidar leader Hardik
Patel and ex-MLA Manilal
Vaghela joined BJP earlier
this year and were also
given tickets.
Other than Hardik, who
had spearheaded the
Patidar reservation stir, and
Alpesh Thakor, the Congress
star performer in 2017 who
switeched to BJP in 2019,
the winners included
Rajendrasinh Rathva, son of
10-time former Congress
MLA and tribal strongman
Mohansinh
Rathva.
Mohansinh quit Congress

days before the election and
joined BJP, which fielded his
son. Rajendrasinh went on
to defeat Congress candidate Sangramsinh Rathva,
son of former Union minister Naran Rathva, by over
29,000 votes.
Jitu Chaudhary, who was
minister of state for fisheries
and water resources in the
Bhupendra Patel government, defeated Vasant Patel
of Congress from the ST-reserved Kaprada seat of
sought Gujarat by over
32,000 votes. Chaudhary
quit Congress in 2020 and
won the bypoll on a BJP
ticket, after which he was
made a minister in 2021.
Bhagwan Barad, who quit as
Congress MLA from Talala

With 13% Votes, AAP Now A National Party
Gujarat 2022 polls
proved to be a mixed
bag for AAP, which managed to become a national party with its 13%
vote share but could bag
only five seats. Delhi CM
and AAP convener
Arvind Kejriwal, and
state leader and CM face
Isudan Gadhvi, aspired
to form the next government seeking “one
chance” from the
people.
AAP candidates in
Dediapada, Jamjodhpur,
Botad, Gariadhar and
Visavadar constituencies not only defeated
closed BJP candidates
but also won with a size-

able vote difference.
AAP Gujarat spokesperson Himanshu Thakkar said,
“We became a national
party despite harassment
and threats faced by our
workers. About 4 lakh
people of Gujarat voted for
our party, which is nothing
but a window of opportunity for us in the next polls.
We extend sincere thanks
to the people of Gujarat.”
Justifying AAP’s low
tally, Thakkar said the BJP
deliberately held Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh and MCD
elections together to
spread thin efforts of other
parties. “For us, a victory in
MCD and making inroads in
Gujarat is a significant

achievement. BJP had
won just two Lok Sabha
seats in 1990. We have
managed to win five
seats in Gujarat and will
only improve our footprint from here on,” he
said.
AAP
candidate
Sudhir Vaghani, 39, won
from
Gariadhar;
Bhupendra Bhayani, 48,
from Visavadar; Hemant
Ahir,
38,
from
Jamjodhpur; Chaitar
Vasava,
34,
from
Dediapada and Umesh
Makwana, 45, from
Botad, AAP’s CM face
Isudan Gadhvi, Alpesh
Kathiria and Gopal Italia
lost the elections.

Nairobi County Govt to implement mid-day
meal program with Akshaya Patra support
Ahmedabad, The impact
of Akshaya Patra Foundation which is the implementing partner of the Government of India's PM
Poshan Program, is continuing cause of providing free
classroom meals across India has touched African
shores – the Nairobi City
County Government, Kenya,
which is all set to feed its disadvantaged school-going
children with the learning
extracted from the Indian
not-for-profit organization.
As a first step towards
implementing this program,
a top-level delegation from
Kenya visited The Akshaya
Patra Foundation’s kitchen
in
Ahmedabad
at
Gandhinagar, to understand
the operations and the quality being maintained in producing over 1 lakh meals
from this centralized megakitchen. The delegation included His Excellency Mr.
James Njoroge Muchiri,
Nairobi City County Government Deputy Governor, Ms.
Ruth Owuor, Chief Officer
Education, Gender, and So-

cial Services, Nairobi, the
Capital of Kenya, Mrs. Joyce
Kinyanjui, Director, Intergovernmental Relations, Eng.
Charles Gathara, Deputy Director of Water, Sanitation &
Energy, Mr. Hibrahim Otieno,
Deputy Director, Environment,
Mr.
Frankwel
Wambugu, Personal Assistant to His Excellency and
Ms. Ceverene Mureithi, Head
of People & Strategy at Food
for Education Foundation.
Speaking about his
visit, His Excellency Mr.
James Njoroge Muchiri,
Nairobi City County Government Deputy Governor,
said, “Over 60% of the children in Nairobi County are
living in the informal
settlement where their
parents can barely afford
one nutritious meal a day
Leading to a rise in stunting, wasting, and malnutrition among children. Towards this end, the National government and the
Nairobi City County Government have both captured the school meal program as part of their mani-

festo taking cognizance of
the fact that a nutritious
school meal has several
benefits both to the underprivileged children and
their parents. Nairobi
County Government is
keen to provide a hot meal
for its Early Childhood Development and Education
(ECDE) and Primary School
going children in order to
mitigate the aforementioned issues, as well as increase the enrolment, retention, transition and performance in basic education.
Echoing his views, Mr.
Anant Arora, Chief Officer,
Sustainability & Communication, The Akshaya Patra
Foundation said,“We understand what it is like to fight
socio-economic challenges
at a scale with frugality and
innovation. In a global world
a challenge faced by one
nation has ripple effects
across continents. Which is
why attaining the Sustainable Development Goals,
like Zero Hunger, will need
collective action.
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and Botad from BJP. In Vyara,
a reserved ST seat
traditionaly held by Congress, BJP fielded a Christian
candidate in Mohanbhai
Konkani, who defeated
Congress’s Punabhai Gamit
by 23,800 votes. AAP was
the runner-up. Congressman Paresh Dhanani, a fourtime winner from Amreli,
lost to the BJP candidate by
46,657 votes. Another
rurban seat of Sidhpur, won
by Balwantsinh Rajput as a
Congress candidate, went to
him again. But Balwantsinh
contested in BJP colours this
time, winning by a slender
margin of 2,814.

BJP Sweeps SuratCity And South Gujarat
BJP swept the whole of
Surat City, stunning new entrant AAP which was expected to have good support in some Patel-dominated seats in the city. The
party won all 12 seats in
Surat city.
Harsh Sanghavi led the
race winning Majura with a
margin of 1.16 lakh votes.
Other BJP winners from
Surat with a big lead included Purnesh Modi (Surat
West) with 1.04 lakh votes,
Mukesh Patel (Olpad) with
1.15 lakh votes and Sandeep
Desai (Choryasi) and Sangita
Patil (Limbayat).
Surat’s Patidar-dominated seats like Varachha,
Katargam, Kamrej, Karanj,
Surat North and Olpad had
shown tremendous response to AAP rallies, but the
party could not convert
them to votes. BJP’s Kishore
Kanani won Varachha and
Arvind Rana won East Surat
with more votes than in
2017. South Gujarat in BJP

Flip works for most Cong
turncoats, flops for BJP rebels
Ahmedabad : A majority
of Congress turcoats or their
family members fielded by
BJP emerged victors on
Thursday in the Gujarat assembly polls as the saffron
party coasted to a seventh
straight victory in the state,
powered by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s chairsma.
But BJP rebels who contested as Independent
weren’t so lucky, managing
to win there seats, though
they did cut into votes of
both BJP and Congress.
Elight of the 13 former
Congressmen who contested on BJP tickets won. Of
the 19 Congress MLAs who
resigned and joined BJP after the 2017 assembly election, despite Congress put-

Rajkot and two in Jamnagar
and Vadodara each.
The state’s 45 ‘rurban’
constituencies are small and
medium-sized towns surrounded by villages where
the urban-rural voter ratio
could range from 30:70 to
70:30. Rurban seats are
Mehsana, Morbi, Anand and
Nadiad as well as small
towns such as Pardi, Jetpur,
Botad and Somnath.
In urban areas, BJP won
39 seats, adding 14 to its
tally of 25 in 2017. Congress
won just four seats, a slide
from its previous tally of 20.
AAP won two taking
Visavadar from Congress

last month and joined BJP,
defeated his nearest rival,
Devendra Solanki, of AAP by
over 20,000 votes. Among
BJP rebels who contested as
Independents heavyweight
Dharmendrasinh Vaghela
was the only one to win in
the central region. Vaghela
defeated Ashwin Patel of
BJP by 14,006 votes in the
Vaghodia seat in Vadodara.

kitty BJP also pocketed 33 of
the 35 seats in South Gujarat,
the icing on the cake being
its win in the Vyara-Mandvi
tribal belt, a Congress bastion. The Vyara constituency
has voted a BJP candidate to
power for the first time since
Independence. A triangular
fight was expected in South
Gujarat, but the Congress
and AAP could win only one
seat each.
Congress’ Anant Patel
won from Vansda and AAP’s
Chaitar Vasava emerged victorious in Dediapada. Of the
six districts in South Gujarat,
BJP bagged all 16 seats in
Surat district, four of five in
Navsari, all five seats in Valsad
and five of six seats in
Bharuch. It won a seat in
Dangs and two in Tapi. Five
candidates of the BJP have
won from South Gujarat with
a lead of over 1 lakh votes. In
South Gujarat, 57% of the
polled votes went to the BJP.
The party not only retained
the seats in South Gujarat

that it had won in 2017 but
also snatched Congress
strongholds like Kaprada,
Mandvi and Vyara. In South
Gujarat, AAP candidates
polled more votes than Congress in 50% of the seats.

Congress Dips To
New Low With 17
Seats
Be it Khatla Baithak, better booth level management or preparing a manifesto based on issues concerning commoners, people
of Gujarat gave a big
thumbs down to Gujarat
Congress in the Gujarat Assembly election-2022. In its
worst performance since
1962, Congress managed to
win only 17 seats from a total 182 assembly seats, polls
over which were held in two
phases in the state. The
party scored lower than
even in 1990 when it won 33
seats.

Veterans out of steam as
10 of 18 in poll fray lose
Ahmedabad : At the start of the contest, there were
18 veterans each with more than 25 years of experience,
in the state’s political arena. By the end of Thursday, after the votes were counted, 10 of them were not elected
to the Gujarat assembly. Of the veterans with five or more
terms, 12 of them who contested were from BJP, five from
Congress and one from Bharatiya Tribal Party (BTP).
Among those who were successful this year was
Pabubha Manek, who will represent Dwarka for BJP for
an eighth term in the assembly. The only successful sixtime MLA was Raghavji Patel, who won on a BJP ticket
from the Jamnagar Rural seat. Veteran leader and BTP
founder Chhotu Vasava lost an intensely fought election
to a former associate and BJP candidate Ritesh Vasava
in Jhagadia.

BJP may have lost the election
but not courage: Adesh Gupta
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS)
The BJP may have lost the
election but not the courage and will continue to
fight against AAP — a synonym for corruption, Delhi
BJP Delhi state President
Adesh Gupta said on Friday.
While addressing the
media for the first time after
losing the Municipal Corporation of Delhi
polls, Gupta said, “Now,
BJP will serve the people of
the national capital by becoming a strong opposition
and expose the corrupt Aam
Aadmi Party”.
Expressing gratitude to
the people, he said, “BJP ex-

presses gratitude to all the
voters, for the 40 per cent
voter turnout it received in
the municipal elections.
At the same time, BJP
promises that in the corporation too, it will strongly
raise questions and problems related to the people
of Delhi and will try its best
to fulfill them”. He also
thanked the Delhi Police
and the Election Commission.
He further said, “Last
time we got 36.08 per cent
votes whereas this time the
percentage of votes has
gone up to 39.09.
There were many seats

where we could not convert
the result into victory by a
small margin. Our heartfelt
gratitude to the people of
Delhi for giving so much respect to BJP’s service, dedication and determination.”
He said that the only change
this time as compared to the
last time is that the Congress has bowed down before the Aam Aadmi Party.
Leader of Opposition
Ramveer Singh Bidhuri said
that AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal was determined to
win 230 seats, but the
people of Delhi thwarted his
intention by helping BJP
win 104 seats.

WR to transform Somnath railway
station into a world class station
Ahmedabad, In line with
PM’s vision to transform and
develop railway stations as
not only a means of service
but as an asset, Indian Railways has identified 204 stations across the country for
redevelopment out of
which the work of redevelopment of three stations
have been commissioned
while the work of 43 stations
are in progress. The Ministry
of Railways has given immense importance to development of railway stations
into world class terminals
with modern amenities so
that even a common railway
passenger experiences a
comfortable, convenient
and enjoyable rail travel.
According to a press release issued by Public Relations Deptt. of Western Railway, the railway stations are
the central point of convergence for any city. The fundamental idea behind the
redevelopment of the stations is to have integral development with the city, creating sufficient urban space
with a citycentre like place.
Both sides of the city will be
connected, with the station
building on both sides of
the railway tracks. Every station will have a spacious
roof plaza above the platforms with all passenger
amenities at one place

along with spaces for retail,
cafeterias and recreational
facilities like food court,
waiting lounge, playing area
for children, kiosks for local
products, etc. For enhanced
passenger convenience,
there will be proper
signages, lifts/escalators/
travellators, with special attention to provide Divyangfriendly facilities. There will
be segregation of arrival/
departures with adequate
parking facilities and will allow smooth movement of
traffic.
Also, the other modes of
transportation like metro,
bus etc. will be integrated

through
skywalks,
travellators, etc for seamless
connectivity. It is a matter of
immense pride that Western
Railway’s Gandhinagar
Capital in Gujarat was the
first such station over Indian
Railways to be redeveloped
into a world class station, the
other two being Rani
Kamalapati, near Bhopal in
Madhya Pradesh and Sir M.
Visvesvaraya Terminal in
Bengaluru, Karnataka. Further, the work of redevelopment is in progress at 6 stations over WR namely
Somnath, Surat, Udhna,
Sabarmati, New Bhuj and
Ahmedabad stations.
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Israeli soldiers kill 3 Palestinians
during West Bank raid

Jerusalem, Dec 9 (IANS)
Israeli soldiers shot dead
three Palestinian men in the
occupied West Bank during
a raid, official Palestinian and
Israeli sources said, as the
violence in the region has
been escalating this year.
The three were shot in
the Jenin area in the
thern West Bank during
a raid to arrest suspects in
"terrorist activity," the Israeli
military said in a statement
on Thursday.
The soldiers fired back
after "being targeted with
direct fire," it added.The soldiers fired back after "being
targeted with direct fire," it
added.No injuries were reported among the Israeli
forces, Xinhua news agency
reported.
Meanwhile, the Palestinian Health Ministry identified the three killed as Sudqi
Zakarneh, 29, Tareq alDamaj, 29, and Atta Shalabi,
46, all residents of Jenin.
The official Palestinian
news agency WAFA re-

ported that after the killing,
"fierce clashes" broke out
between local Palestinians
and Israeli soldiers, in which
10 more Palestinians were
wounded.
Jenin and its refugee
camp have been a focal
point of nightly raids, which
often trigger violent clashes.
Israel says the raids, which
have been carried out almost daily throughout the
West Bank, aim at arresting
suspects in a string of attacks against Israelis.
Since January, more
than 200 Palestinians, including 50 in the Gaza Strip,
have been killed by Israel,
according to official Palestinian statistics.
Israel seized the West
Bank, the Gaza Strip, and
East Jerusalem in the 1967
Middle East war and has
controlled or besieged
them ever since, while the
Palestinians seek to establish an independent state on
these territories with East
Jerusalem as the capital.

Russia, US conduct prisoners
swap
Moscow, Dec 9 (IANS) Russian citizen Viktor Bout
was exchanged for US basketball player Brittney
Griner at the Abu Dhabi airport, the Russian Foreign
Ministry announced.
"Washington categorically refused a dialogue on
the inclusion of Bout in the exchange scheme. Nevertheless, Russia continued to actively work to rescue our compatriot," the Ministry said in a statement
on Telegram on Thursday.
The US side has also confirmed the completion
of the prisoners swap, Xinhua news agency reported.
Griner was detained in February 2022 when she
arrived at a Moscow airport from New York, after
vape cartridges containing cannabis oil were found
in her luggage. In August, she was sentenced to nine
years in prison and fined one million rubles
($15,773) for drug smuggling.
At the request of Washington, Thai police arrested Bout in Bangkok in 2008 for selling weapons
to a US-designated foreign terrorist group. He was
extradited to the US in 2010 and sentenced to 25
years behind bars with a fine of $15 million in 2012.

As the gentle giant grazed in the steamy humidity of a prehistoric forest, it must have sensed a fraction
too late that it was being stalked by a bloodthirsty rival. Standing 26ft tall - almost twice the height of a
London bus - and measuring 121ft from nose to tail, the Patagotitan mayorum weighed a ground-shaking
65 tons, which was as much as nine African bull elephants. But although its assailant, the deadly Tyrannotitan,
was a third of its size, the 60 sharp teeth in its powerful jaws could rip through flesh within seconds. Suddenly it pounced, biting into its quarry's tail.

FAO steps up emergency cash
transfers for drought-hit Somalis
Mogadishu, Dec 9 (IANS)
The Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) of the
UN has said that it has scaled
up emergency cash transfers to respond to the
drought emergency in the
most drought-affected rural
areas of Somalia.
Etienne
Peterschmitt,
FAO Representative in
Somalia, however said on
Thursday that
the UN food agency's famine prevention plan is currently only 26 per cent
funded.
"Famine prevention
must begin in rural areas, at
the centre of the crisis
where food-producing
communities are hardest hit
by drought," Peterschmitt
added in a statement issued
in Mogadishu, the capital of
Somalia.
According to the FAO,
nearly 6.7 million Somalis
are no longer able to make

ends meet, including more
than 300,000 people who
are already facing famine
conditions, Xinhua news
agency reported.
It said about half of
those most affected by the
drought are in rural communities, and
many are in
areas that
are difficult
to reach with
traditional
humanitarian assistance due to
insecurity.
The FAO has collaborated with some do
s in supporting thousands of vulnerable families
with emergency cash transfers, targeted at some of the
hardest hit and most difficult-to-access areas of
southern Somalia.
"We need to rethink how
and when we reach the
most vulnerable with assistance and provide dignified
support that protects
people's livelihoods, it will

save lives," Peterschmitt
said.
FAO said cash transfers
can be a better option than
other forms of assistance
using a secure mobile
money system, with verification and accountability
mechanisms.
"The cash transfer system is much more efficient
than traditional types of
aid," said Ishaku Mshelia,
FAO Somalia's Deputy
Emergency Coordinator.

Mshelia said that the
system is designed in a way
that makes it easy for the
participants to directly receive support even if humanitarians can't always
reach them.
He added that the
organisation is also rolling
out Remote Voice Verification in its various cash transfer projects to further simplify verification and accountability mechanisms
for participants. --IANS

Convention on the Law of the Sea
more relevant than ever: UN chief
United Nations, Dec 9
(IANS) As the ocean is "in dire
straits," the landmark UN
Convention on the Law of the
Sea adopted 40 years ago is
more relevant than ever, UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said.
He made the remarks on
Thursday while addressing a
UN General Assembly meeting commemorating the 40th
anniversary of the adoption
and opening for signature of
the UN Convention on the
Law of the Sea.
Adopted in 1982, the convention opened a new chap-

ter of global maritime governance, and has greatly helped
humanity better understand,
protect and utilise the sea,
Xinhua news agency
reported."As we gather today,
the convention is more relevant than ever. The ocean is
in dire straits," the UN chief
warned.Nearly 35 per cent of
the world's fisheries are overexploited, he said, also citing
the rising of sea levels, acidifying of the ocean, bleaching
and dying of coral reefs, as
well as "epic floods" threatening coastal cities and small island developing states.

15 oil vessels blocked at Turkish Straits
amid EU sanctions on Russian oil
Ankara, Dec 9 (IANS) Fifteen oil tankers were
banned from passing
through the Turkish Straits
due to a lack of proper insurance amid the European
sanctions on Russian oil,
Turkey's maritime authority
saidThe Protection and In-

demnity (P&I) insurance of
these ships is invalid due to
the EU sanctions and such
insurance cannot be compensated in the event of an
accident, the Turkish General Directorate of Maritime
Affairs said on Thursday in a
statement.
"Crude oil tankers that
cannot offer valid P&I insurance are not allowed to pass
through the Turkish Straits
and this rule has been in effect since 2002," said the
statement, adding it would
continue to block the passage of oil tankers without
appropriate insurance letters.
The authority noted that

Turkey was not obliged to
implement sanction decisions of other countries and
international organisations,
except those taken by the
UN Security Council, Xinhua

news agency reported.
"However, we do not
take the risk that the insurance company will not cover
its liability in the event of a
catastrophic accident that
may occur if a sanctioned

ship or a cargo passes
through the Turkish Straits,"
it said.
Since December 1, Turkey has started to seek confirmation from the insurance companies that the
crude oil tankers to pass
through the Turkish Straits
are fully insured, the statement added.Turkey announced its own new insurance regulation before the
EU price cap decision, and
several tankers so far have
been stopped from entering
Turkish waters.Turkey has
avoided calls b the US and
its Western allies to join the
anti-Russian sanctions over
the Ukrainian crisis.

Israel PM Netanyahu asks President
to extend mandate to form govt
After more than half a century of production, the final Boeing 747 plane rolled
off an assembly line in Washington state on Tuesday evening. The machine will
head to Atlas Air to become a cargo plane, as the company retires the model that
was known as the Queen of the Skies. The 747 models, distinctive for their massive size and prominent second floor, became Boeing's most popular plane. Its
size allowed it to be part of many iconic and revolutionary space-related projects
over the years, including ferrying the Space Shuttle from a landing strip in California to a launch site across the country in Florida.

UN Security Council hails signing of
political framework deal in Sudan
United Nations, Dec 9
(IANS) The UN Security
Council has welcomed the
signing of a framework deal
in Sudan to end political
stalemate, and called on key
political forces in the country to join the political
process.Sudan's military
and civilian leaders on Monday signed a political framework agreement to end the
political impasse and institute a two-year transitional
civilian authority.In a press
statement issued on Thursday, the 15-member Security Council welcomed the
signing of the deal, calling it

"an essential step" towards
the forming of a civilian-led
government and defining
constitutional arrangements to guide Sudan
through a transitional period culminating in elections, Xinhua news agency
reported.
The council members
"stressed the importance of
establishing a conducive
environment for resolving
outstanding issues through
a peaceful and inclusive dialogue," the statement said.
They also underscored
the need for continued confidence-building measures

and strongly encouraged
key political forces that
have not yet signed the
agreement to join the political
process,
and
emphasised the importance of providing them
with further opportunities
to do so, it added.The council members encouraged
the parties to start work
without delay on the second phase of the process,
including to address critical
issues envisaged by the signatories to the framework
agreement that foster
peace and security in
Sudan, said the statement.

Malaria cases, deaths remain stable in 2021: WHO
Geneva, Dec 9 (IANS)
The global number of malaria cases and deaths generally remained stable in
2021, thanks to redoubled
efforts by affected countries,
the WHO said.
According to the WHO's
latest World Malaria Report
published on Thursday,
there were an estimated
619,000 malaria deaths globally in 2021, compared to
625,000 in 2020.
Malaria cases worldwide
continued to rise between
2020 and 2021, but at a
slower rate than in the period 2019 to 2020. The global tally of malaria cases

reached 247 million in 2021,
compared to 245 million in
2020 and 232 million in
2019.According to WHO Director-Genera
l
Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, this
slight increase was due to
redoubled efforts by malaria-affected countries to
mitigate the worst impacts
of Covid-19-related disruptions to malaria services,
Xinhua news agency reported.
The primary tool has
been insecticide-treated
nets for beds. The WHO also
recommends seasonal malaria chemoprevention, to
prevent the disease among

5

children living in areas with
highly seasonal malaria
transmission in Africa.
Meanwhile, the report
says that artemisinin-based
combination therapies
(ACTs) are the most effective
treatment for P. falciparum
malaria. Malaria-endemic
countries delivered an estimated 242 million ACTs
worldwide in 2021, compared to 239 million ACTs in
2019.
The challenges have remained in Africa, which had
about 95 per cent of malaria
cases and 96 per cent of
deaths globally in 2021, said
the report.

Jerusalem, Dec 9 (IANS)
Former Israel Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has
asked President Isaac
Herzog for an extension of
the mandate to form a new
coalition government, his
Likud party said in a statement.
The Likud formally submitted to Herzog a request
for additional 14 days to put
together a coalition government, the statement said on
Thursday.
The President has yet to
announce his decision. If he
refuses to approve the request, Netanyahu's 28-day
mandate would expire at
midnight between Saturday
and Sunday, Xinhua news
agency reported.
"The negotiations are in
full swing and there has
been a lot of progress,"
Netanyahu wrote in the request, adding that he still
needs more time to form a

new government.
He said the extension is
needed because of "remaining issues" with the appointment of some ministers.
Earlier on Thursday, the
Likud announced it signed
an interim agreement with
Shas, a Jewish ultra-Ortho-

dox party, securing a comfortable 64-seat majority in
the 120-seat parliament.
Under the deal, Shas
Chairman Aryeh Deri will
head the Interior and Health
ministries for the first half of
the government's term before assuming the position
of Finance Minister. How-

ever, a final coalition agreement has yet to be signed.
Netanyahu signed on
Tuesday an interim coalition
agreement with the United
Torah Judaism, another ultra-Orthodox party, while
three ultra-nationalist parties -- the Religious Zionism,
Jewish Power and Noam -already signed full coalition
agreements.
Netanyahu, Israel's longest-serving leader, is expected to return to power
about a year and a half after
he was ousted, thanks to the
November 1 parliamentary
elections in which he and
his far-right partners won a
majority.
Outgoing Justice Minister Gideon Sa'ar urged the
President not to grant an
extension.
"The actual formation of
the government has already
been completed," Sa'ar
wrote on Twitter. --IANS

US House sends defence funding
bill to Senate for consideration
Washington, Dec 9 (IANS) The US House of Representatives has passed the annual defence authorization bill.
The National Defence Authorization Act (NDAA)
-- worth $847 billion -- now goes to the Senate for
consideration.
The NDAA includes a topline of $817 billion for
the Pentagon and about $30 billion to fund nuclear
activities overseen by the US Department of Energy,
Xinhua news agency reported.The US has been
heavily criticised for hefty spending on military activities.
In 2021, the US military spending represented
nearly 40 per cent of the world's total, more than
the next nine countries combined.Andrew Lautz,
Director of federal policy for the National Taxpayers
Union, a US taxpayer advocacy organisation, published an analysis on Wednesday, writing that "Congress is rushing to pass the NDAA over the next
week or two, before they go home for the holidays."

Iran blasts 'unrestrained'
Western weapons delivery for
further complicating Ukraine's
situation
Tehran, Dec 9 (IANS) The Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian has said that the "unrestrained" delivery of American and European
weapons to Ukraine has further complicated the
situation in the country.
Amir-Abdollahian made the remarks in a phone
call with his Finnish counterpart Pekka Haavisto on
Thursday, in which the two sides also discussed bilateral relations and the latest developments in Iran.
The Iranian top diplomat also voiced Iran's opposition to the continuation of the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, Xinhua news agency reported.Pointing to
the Tehran visit by the Finnish Foreign Minister earlier in February, Amir-Abdollahian said the relations
between the two countries are on the right
track.The Iranian Minister also briefed Haavisto on
the latest developments in the talks on the revival
of a 2015 nuclear deal, formally known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Sweden reports surge in
respiratory syncytial virus
infections
Stockholm, Dec 9 (IANS) The current surge in
respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) cases in Sweden has
already strained the capacity of at least one pediatric ward in the country, local media reported.
"We are in the middle of a steep rise, a wave that
has come earlier than it usually does," AnnaSara
Carnahan, an epidemiologist at the Public Health
Agency of Sweden, told Dagens Nyheter (DN) newspaper on Thursday.
The surge surprised the health authorities, who
now see an unprecedented spike in the number of
cases for the second winter in a row, Xinhua news
agency reported.
"When there is no (Covid-19) pandemic, we usually have an every-two-years pattern, with a major
epidemic one winter, followed by a slightly milder
season. This pattern was disrupted during the
(Covid-19) pandemic," Carnahan told DN.

Iranian Prez says US
acknowledges failure to stop
Iran's oil exports
Tehran, Dec 9 (IANS) Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi has said that the US anger at Iran is due to the
fact that Washington has failed to stop Iran's oil exports through sanctions, reported the official news
agency IRNA.
In a speech during a visit to the Robat Karim
County in Tehran Province, Raisi on Thursday added
that "the enemy," referring to the US which has imposed "draconian sanctions" on Iran, is currently
acknowledging that its embargoes have ended in
"abject failure".
The President also said that Iran's enemies also
acknowledge that Iran is a leading country in many
areas, adding that is another reason why they are
angry, Xinhua news agency reported.
He vowed that the Iranian nation would not let
the enemies threaten the Islamic republic's independence and freedom.

M23 kills 131 civilians
in eastern Congo: UN
United Nations, Dec 9
(IANS) In eastern Congo last
week, M23 rebels killed at
least 131 civilians, including
17 women and 12 children,
a UN spokesman said.
"An additional 8 people
were shot and wounded, 60
people were abducted and
at least 22 women and five
girls were raped," said
Stephane Dujarric, the Chief
Spokesman for UN Secretary-General
Antonio
Guterres, on Thursday.
"Our colleagues say the
victims were arbitrarily executed with bullets and with
knives."
The UN mission, known
as MONUSCO, and human
rights partners confirmed
the toll after a preliminary
investigation into what was
described as a reprisal attack November 29-30
against civilians in the vil-

lages of Kishishe and
Bambo in the Rutshuru territory of
th Kivu province,
Dujarric added.
"The UN peacekeeping
mission condemns in the
strongest terms this unspeakable violence against
civilians and calls for unrestricted access to the scene
of the events as well as to
the victims to provide
emergency humanitarian
assistance," he said. legal
proceedings against the
perpetrators of these violations of human rights and
international humanitarian
law."The Spokesman added
that the mission is ready to
aid efforts to bring the perpetrators to justice and calls
for an immediate end to the
violence against civilians,
Xinhua news agency reported.
CMYK

Temperatures hit their lowest point in England for December in almost a
decade, it was reported last night, with a low of -8.2C in Benson, Oxfordshire by
midnight. A snow warning has been issued for parts of the UK as Arctic conditions caused temperatures to plummet overnight and the Met Office predicts
up to six inches of in the coming days. It came as reports suggested households
could be alerted to cut electricity usage within days amid rising energy costs
and sun and wind levels that will remain low. The National Grid said it is on
standby to take 'enhanced actions' to shore up power supplies this weekend as
wind levels drop.
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Alyssa Healy relishing challenge
of stepping into Lanning's shoes

I am happy to end 2022 as World
No 2: Shuttler Sukant Kadam
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS) Indian para shuttler
Sukant Kadam has achieved world No 2 ranking in
SL 4 category following his exploits in the international circuit in the last few months.
The ace shuttler finished the year with a gold at
the recently concluded Peru Para-Badminton International in Lima. He also won a bronze medal at the
BWF Para World Badminton championships in Tokyo in November.
The ace shuttler is behind France's Lucas Mazur
who is currently world and Paralympic champion
in SL4.
Talking about the same Sukant Kadam said, "I
am really excited on becoming world no 2, I have
put in a lot of hard work in the training which
showed in the results that I achieved which helped
me to being world no 2.
"It is a great to end 2022 being world no 2, this
will only motivate me to work harder. But the Jobs
not finished as 2023 is very important year which
includes Asian Para Games and also Paralympics
Qualifications. I wish to improve on my performance
and continue performing at this high level."

Ben White's exit from the World Cup squad midway through the tournament in Qatar was reportedly due
to a bust-up with England assistant boss Steve Holland (right). White (left and centre), 25, did not feature in
any of England's first two group matches before leaving the camp in Qatar on November 30 owing to 'personal reasons', the FA said in a statement. He is not expected to return to Qatar and Southgate did not callup a replacement, leaving him a man down. A new report in the Daily Star has now claimed the Arsenal
defender's departure was because of a row with Holland, Southgate's longstanding No 2. White was also
unhappy at England's Al Wakrah training base and did not gel with his teammates, according to the newspaper. Holland and White had an exchange of words after the defender turned up to a team meeting ahead of
the the USA fixture without knowing vital data about his personal statistics, and also lacking information
about England's opponents, the report states.

Simon Taufel appointed Legends
League Cricket's director of
match ethics
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS) Renowned umpire and
match referee Simon Taufel has been appointed
director of match ethics and regulations by Legends
League Cricket (LLC).
Taufel is a renowned cricket match official who
has officiated in numerous international cricket
matches in various formats empanelled as an elite
umpire panel of the International Cricket Council
(ICC) and he has also subsequently worked as the
ICC's umpire performance and training manager.
"Taufel, a former Australian umpire will provide
support to the LLCT20 technical committee to draft
operational documents such as playing conditions
and code of conduct. He will further help to bring
in more professionalism by conducting a pre-tournament workshop for the match officials. He will
also be providing support to the governing council with tournament operations," said a statement
from LLC.

FIFA World Cup arouses Gazans'
enthusiasm despite daily woes

Gaza, Dec 9 (IANS) Harsh
living conditions in Gaza,
the besieged Palestinian
enclave, have not tempered
the residents' passion for
the ongoing FIFA World Cup,
which is being held in the
Middle East for the first time.
Omar Baalousha, in his
40s, came to Saad Saiel public hall early to save a front
seat to watch the matches
that aired on a big-screen
television placed at the center of the hall.
"Here, I could feel the full
extent the enthusiasm of
other fans who react to each
goal, as if I were in the stadiums in Qatar," the father of
six told Xinhua, flashing a
smile.
He also noted that the
frequent electricity shortages in Gazans' homes as
well as the expensive fees of
sports channels are also the
reasons for many people
going to cafes and public
halls to watch the games.
The ongoing World Cup
has never been close to
people in Gaza as the strict

Nitish Rana begins training at
DDCA for Ranji Trophy season
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS) Nitish Rana, who
captained the Delhi team at the recently concluded
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy, has taken to the field again
and started training at the Delhi and District Cricket
Association (DDCA) for the upcoming Ranji Trophy
season.
The cricketer had a good run at the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy, scoring important runs and
picking up crucial wickets. Now, Nitish is focused on
the long format of the game with the Ranji Trophy
kick-starting on December 13. Delhi will play its first
game against Maharashtra on the opening day.
As the leader of the Delhi team, Nitish not only
showcased his batting skills in the Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy but also highlighted his leadership skills.
Nitish led from the front and managed the team
very well.
He took some important decisions which
worked in the team's favour during the tournament.

blockade imposed by Israel
has made going to Qatar for
World Cup unlikely for most
Gazans.But watching the
games is a joy that rarely
comes and is treasured by
many Gazans.

"Such moments help us
forget our difficult lives, and
the Gazans' passion for football has proved that we have
never lost our love for life,"
said Baalousha.
Palestinians in Gaza
have been living under a
tight Israeli blockade since
the Islamic Resistance
Movement (Hamas) took
control of the Strip in 2007.
While many people
choose to watch the games
in cafes, Abu Mohammed alJaal has provided a different

solution.
The 62-year-old Palestinian put up his television
in front of his house and invited all his relatives and
neighbors to watch the
games."There are a lot of
people who cannot pay fees
for cafes or even pay for
transportation to reach the
public halls airing the
matches. So, I came up with
the idea to create our own
happy atmosphere in my
neighbourhood," said al-Jal.
"This gathering helps us
forget our daily woes -- high
prices, gasoline, electricity
and other exhausting details," he said.
"During the World Cup,
we talk about funny shots,
expectations, surprises and
shocks," he added.
Mohammed Baker, a boy
from al-Shatei refugee camp
in western Gaza City, also
gets a taste of the global
football festival as he runs in
the narrow alleys with his
friends, trying to "re-enact"
the matches they watched
on the previous nights.

Melbourne, Dec 9 (IANS)
Charismatic Australian
women's team cricketer
Alyssa Healy is looking forward to leading the national
side in the T20I series in India, claiming she is a different leader compared to Meg
Lanning.
Healy will become the
seventh Australian women's
skipper in the T20I series
against India, with full-time
captain Meg Lanning continuing her indefinite break
from the game, according to
ICC.
Healy was recently appointed the vice-captain of
the side after Rachael
Haynes' retirement and now
will be elevated to the position of captain in Lanning's
absence.
But the
wicketkeeper-batter is relishing the challenge while
pointing out that her way of
leading the side will be different to Lanning's.
Healy said ahead of the
first T20I in Mumbai, "The

lines are very blurry ... there's
a little bit to it, but it's an interesting one, I think I've
been given the freedom to
make it mine and make it
my role."
Healy also gave an update on Lanning's future,
saying, "We're not 100 per
cent certain on what the future holds for Meg, she'll
make some decisions in her
own time and she's afforded
that opportunity."
"For me right now, it's
captaining this series and
captaining this group and
for me, I'm a very different
leader to Meg, I'm a different
personality, and it's about
me just putting my spin on
that role and making sure
that I'm doing the best I possibly can for this group to
maintain the success that
we've had," she further
added. Healy concluded
that she relished facing
tough challenges and was
looking forward to leading
the side in Mumbai.

BCCI launches campaign to promote women's
cricket in India in partnership with Mastercard
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS)
The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) and
Mastercard, the current title
sponsor of all international
and domestic men's and
women's matches in India,
on Friday announced that
they have jointly launched
the #HalkeMeinMattLo
(don't take it casually) campaign as part of their ongoing endeavour to support
gender equality on and off
the field.
The films developed under the campaign depict the
journey of top Indian
women cricketers -- opener
Shafali Verma, all-rounder
Harleen Kaur Deol and fastbowler Renuka Singh
Thakur --, highlighting their
struggle, hard work and determination to do well.
"India and Australia are
among the top teams in
world cricket and the contests between these teams
have been quite thrilling.
Each of their last few games
has gone down to the wire
and I am sure we will get to
witness some top-quality

cricketing action in Mumbai
as the two teams meet
again."
"We are happy to partner with Mastercard for the
campaign, which will bring
out the stories of hard work,
sacrifices and dedication.
We want to encourage
young girls to pursue cricket
as a passion and a career
option," said Jay Shah, Ho
ary Secretary, BCCI, in an
official statement.
The #HalkeMeinMattLo
campaign is designed to
break stereotypes by presenting the achievements
of women cricketers at both
national and international

levels and highlighting their
commitment and passion
towards the game.
The campaign will run
during the India-Australia
Women's five-match T20I
series to be played in
Mumbai from December 920, 2022.
The first two matches
will be played in DY Patil Stadium, while next three
matches would take place
in Brabourne Stadium.
"Mastercard has been
striving to make sports
more inclusive globally.
Cricket is the most celebrated sport in India.
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WGSHA Celebrated Annual
Awards Day Ceremony 2022

Manipal, Welcomgroup
Graduate School of Hotel
Administration (WAGSHA), a
constituent unit of Manipal
Academy of Higher Education celebrated its annual
day awards ceremony on
6th December 2022. The
event was held at Fortune
Value view lawn, Manipal.
Principal Dr. Chef K
Thirugnanasambantham
welcomed and escorted the
chief guest Mr Sanjay Bose,
Executive Vice President Human Resources and
Learning & Development •
ITC Hotels along and Mr. Anil
Chadha the Divisional Chief
Executive of ITC's Hotels
business, an alumnus of
WGSHA. He also invited
Vice-Chancellor. Lt. Gen. Dr
M D Venkatesh, Pro-Vice
ChancellorTechnical,
MAHE, Dr Narayan Sabhahit,
and other dignitaries to the
stage to pay homage to the
late Dr. T.M Pai. Later, Chef
Thirugnanasambantham

addressed the gathering
and delivered the annual
report 2022 and the
achievements of the
WGSHA students. He also
added that WGSHA is one of
the best hotel schools in the
country and is recognized
with a 46th international
ranking in the world magazine.
Principal Dr. Chef K
Thirugnanasambantham
said, “WGSHA is one of the
best hotel schools in the

India ITME 2022 officially
kicked off successfully
Noida: A premier destination for Technology, Innovation & Knowledge distribution, the India ITME Society presents India ITME 2022, as the latest edition is ready to showcase and feature its many Unique & Interesting activities
for Exhibitors, Visitors, & Students exclusively at the Mega
event happening at the IEML, Greater Noida, India from the
8th - 13th December 2022 officially kicked off today.
Mr S Harishankar, Chairman of India ITME Society said,
“We are very happy and excited to see the international
and national participation, as we expect a large footfall today, which is the 1st day of the India ITME 2022. It’s indeed
a big day for us as we believe this expo is a leap in the Indian textile manufacturing industry.
So yes, while it’s a huge feat to be able to organize such
a mega event, what has also driven us to this day is our
mission and vision to bring together future prospects and
solutions under one roof. India ITME also contributes in the
“Make in India” right from grass root level”.
The India ITME is a business event where representatives from 22 chapters of the textile industry's export promotion councils, trade promotion departments, and research institutions come together to network, explore, and
communicate.
It is the only platform where all major players in the textile industry, as well as financial institutions, decision-makers, and government representatives, making it the greatest and most suitable venue for effectively and professionally launching the global textile industry.
There will be several product launches by various exhibitors like Menzel, The Gaurs and Bajaj Industries.

country and recognized
with 46th international
ranking in the world magazine. Students have brought
laurels by bagging awards in
many competitions academic and co-curricular activities, to mention a few, a
Medallion award in the
World skill competition held
at Lucerne 2022 and a runner-up award in the Korean
Culinary Challenge competition conducted by Korean
Ministry.

Starlink in-flight
Internet takes
off on JSX jet

San Francisco, Dec 9
(IANS) Elon Musk-owned
SpaceX on Friday announced that its satellite
internet service Starlink has
taken off on the first JSX jet,
a private airline company.
SpaceX made the announcement on the microblogging platform Twitter.
It wrote, "Starlink started
providing high-speed, lowlatency internet to passengers during flights on the
first @flyjsx jet this week!"
"Starlink will be installed
on additional @flyjsx jets in
the weeks ahead, so as soon
as you walk on your flight,
the internet works," it added.
Several users expressed
their thoughts on SpaceX's
tweet.While one user
thanked Musk, "I loved it I
was able to watch Netflix,
thank you Elon", another
said, "I've been waiting for
this partnership to happen,
finally WiFi on JSX, and not
s*** Wi-Fi but good Wi-Fi!

Secret Twitter group of Vijaya, Parag made
decisions Dorsey didn't know: Musk

New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS)
Elon Musk on Friday released the "Twitter Files"
season 2, revealing that the
micro-blogging platform
had a secret group that included former legal and
public policy head Vijaya
Gadde, then CTO Parag
Agrawal and Yoel Roth,
former global head of trust
and safety, that made controversial decisions including "shadow banning" highprofile users without informing then CEO Jack
Dorsey.
This time, the "Twitter
Files Two" were released by
Bari Weiss, Founder and Editor of The Free Press, on the
micro-blogging platform
and endorsed by Musk.
"Controversial decisions
were often made without
getting Jack's approval and
he was unaware of systemic
bias. The inmates were run-

realme 10 Pro
series unveiled in India
series amongst our users, in smartphones are equipped

New Delhi, realme,
India’s first brand to launch
a 5G-enabled smartphone
and the most trusted tech
brand, today introduced its
latest Youth Flagships
smartphones - the realme
10 Pro+ 5G and realme 10
Pro 5G. The realme 10 Pro
series 5G has been crafted
with excellence, bringing an
amazing Display, a flagship
camera, powerful 5G processors to deliver par
excellence performance, and realme UI
4.0 out of the box.
With the latest addition to
its Number series, realme is
once again providing users
with the leap-forward allencompassing experience while also growing its presence in the midto-high-end segment.
Commenting on the
launch, Mr Madhav Sheth,
CEO realme India, VP, realme,
and President, realme International Business Group
said, “The realme Number
series has been one of the
most adored and adopted

India as well as globally.
Keeping our commitment
to empowering youth
through leap-forward technologies, we have always offered at least one leap-forward feature
with

every Number Series product, which is the absolute
best in its price segment.
With the realme 10 Pro series 5G, our aim is to bring
more market-defining features to the Number series
and bring to it a certain level
of premiumness in features
for users. Both these

with flagship-level displays,
and powerful 5G processors,
reiterating our commitment
to democratizing 5G in India. We have successfully
reached 50 million number
series users globally out of
which 30 million users are from
India and undoubtedly our users will find
realme 10 Pro series
5G to be a fantastic one as well. ”
Commenting
on the launch, Mr.
Kiran
Thomas,
CEO, Jio Platforms
Limited, said “We are
very excited with yet another milestone partnership
with our key partner realme.
The true power of a powerful 5G smartphone like
realme 10 Pro+ can be unleashed by a True 5G network like Jio. This is exactly
what this partnership will
showcase. Jio True 5G is the
most advanced network not
just in India, but in the world.
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ning the asylum. Jack has a
pure heart imo (in my opinion)," tweeted Musk.
Weiss said that the "investigation reveals that
teams of Twitter employees
build blacklists, prevent
disfavoured tweets from
trending, and actively limit
the visibility of entire accounts or even trending
topics -- all in secret, without
informing users".
"This secret group included the Head of Legal,
Policy, and Trust ( Vijaya
Gadde), the Global Head of
Trust & Safety (Yoel Roth),
subsequent CEOs Jack
Dorsey and Parag Agrawal,
and others," she mentioned
in a tweet thread.
Twitter always denied
that it did such things.
In 2018, Gadde and
Kayvon Beykpour, Head of
Product, said: "We do not
shadow ban. And we cer-

Winter sets in,
triggers stroke
cases
Lucknow, Dec 9 (IANS)
With the onset of winter, the
King George's Medical University (KGMU) and Ram
Manohar Lohia Institute of
Medical Sciences (RMLIMS)
have recorded a 50 per cent
rise in cases of stroke since
November while the
Balrampur Hospital, which
rarely receives stroke patients, is also reporting
cases.According to officials,
KGMU has been reporting
an average of six cases of
stroke daily since November
which has now increased to
around 10 to 12.
An increase of 20 per
cent has also been registered in the number of heart
patients.According to experts, a dip in temperature
has triggered respiratory infections and constriction of
blood vessels leading to rise
in blood pressure which is
making people prone to
brain haemorrhage, ischemic (clot) stroke or heart
attack, and artery blockage.

tainly don't shadow ban
based on political viewpoints or ideology."
Weiss said that what
many people call "shadow
banning", Twitter executives
and employees call "Visibility Filtering" or "VF".
"VF refers to Twitter's
control over user visibility. It
used VF to block searches of
individual users; to limit the
scope of a particular tweet's
discoverability; to block select users' posts from ever
appearing on the atrending'
page; and from inclusion in
hashtag searches," she
claimed.The secret group is
where the biggest, most
politically sensitive decisions got made.
"Think high follower accounts, controversial," another Twitter employee told
us. For these "there would
be no ticket or anything".
Weiss further tweeted

that Twitter once had a mission "to give everyone the
power to create and share
ideas and information instantly, without barriers".
"Along the way, barriers
nevertheless were erected.
All without users' knowledge," she added.
The "Twitter Files Two"
came after Dorsey challenged Musk to stop creating sensation around the
'Twitter Files' and make everything public instead
"without filter".
Musk replied on Thursday: "Most important data
was hidden (from you too)
and some may have been
deleted, but everything we
find will be released."The
episode 1 of the 'Twitter
Files' mainly implicated
Gadde in suppressing US
President Joe Biden's son
Hunter Biden's laptop story
on the platform.

Two women sue Musk's Twitter
for gender bias in firing workers
San Francisco, Dec 9
(IANS) Two female Twitter
employees have filed a
class-action lawsuit against
Elon Musk-run company, accusing the micro-blogging
platform of violating federal
and state of California laws
that ban gender discrimination at workplace.
The class-action lawsuit,
filed in the San Francisco
Federal Court, said that
Musk laid off 57 per cent of
women workers compared
to 47 per cent of men.
According to reports, at
least three Twitter employees have filed other complaints against Twitter with
the National Labor Relations
Board (NLRB) in the US.
Musk in November laid
off nearly 3,800 regular employees, including thousands of contractual workers. Hundreds of workers
also resigned later at his "extremely hardcore" work call.
Twitter or Musk were yet
to comment on the new

class-action lawsuit.
Meanwhile, a senior
Twitter employee secured a
temporary injunction from
the Irish court to prevent her
from getting fired by Musk.
The court order was secured
by
Sinead
McSweeney, who is Twitter's
global vice-president for
public policy, The Irish Times
reported late last month.
Twitter said she had accepted an exit package but
McSweeney said she did not
resign.Twitter said she had
accepted an exit package
but McSweeney said she did
not resign.
McSweeney said she often worked more than 40
hours per week, as required
under her contract.
Musk shut down its office in Brussels in the European Union (EU). The Brussels office was focused on
the European Union digital
policy, working in close
proximity with the European Commission.--IANS
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US FTC sues Microsoft to block its $69
bn Activision Blizzard acquisition

Washington, Dec 9
(IANS) The US Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) has sued
tech giant Microsoft from
acquiring leading video
game developer Activision
Blizzard and its blockbuster
game 'Call of Duty' for $69
billion.
The FTC said that the
deal, the largest ever in the
video gaming industry,
would enable Microsoft
to suppress competitors
to its Xbox gaming consoles and its rapidly growing subscription content
and cloud-gaming business.
"Microsoft has already
shown that it can and will
withhold content from its
gaming rivals. Today we
seek to stop Microsoft from
gaining control over a leading independent game studio and using it to harm
competition in multiple dynamic and fast-growing
gaming markets," Holly
Vedova, Director of the FTC's
Bureau of Competition, said
in a statement late on Thursday.
Microsoft President Brad
Smith said in a tweet on Friday that they have been
committed since "Day One
to addressing competition
concerns, including by offer-

ing earlier this week proposed concessions to the
FTC".
"While we believe in giving peace a chance, we have
complete confidence in our
case and welcome the opportunity to present it in
court," Smith posted.
Smith added that the
company continues to believe that "our deal to ac-

quire Activision Blizzard will
expand competition and
create more opportunities
for gamers and game developers".
In September, the UK
market watchdog announced an in-depth probe
into Microsoft's all-cash deal
to acquire gaming giant
Activision Blizzard, if its concerns over antitrust practices are not met.
The Competition and
Markets Authority (CMA)
said it is concerned that
Microsoft's anticipated purchase of Activision Blizzard
"could substantially lessen

FADA cautiously optimistic on
near term outlook for auto sales
Chennai, Dec 9 (IANS)
The hike in vehicle prices by
the manufacturers, the fallout of the 35 basis points
(bps) increase in the repo
rate by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), may dent the
confidence of two-wheeler
and entry level car buyers,
said the Federation of Automobile Dealers Associations (FADA).
According to FADA,
post 35 bps repo rate (the
rate at which the RBI lends
to commercial banks) hike,
the total repo rate is now
6.25 per cent, the highest

since February 2019. Further hikes in the future are
also hinted at.
"This will further lead to
a higher cost of borrowing
apart from the price hikes
done by OEMs (original
equipment manufacturers)
and may dent the consumer confidence specially
in 2W (two-wheeler) and
entry level PV (passenger
vehicle) segment," FADA
said on Friday.
According to him, the
sector logged growth in all
the vehicle segments last
month.--IANS

competition in gaming consoles, multi-game subscription services, and cloud
gaming services (game
streaming)".
Microsoft's Xbox Series S
and Series X are one of only
two types of high performance video game consoles. Importantly, Microsoft
also offers a leading video
game content subscription
service called Xbox Game
Pass, as well as a cuttingedge cloud-based video
game streaming service, according to the complaint.
Activision produces
some of the most iconic and
popular video game titles,
including 'Call of Duty',
'World of Warcraft', 'Diablo'
and 'Overwatch', and has
millions of monthly active
users around the world, according to the FTC's complaint.

corder with this update,"
said Dave Grochocki, Principal Program Manager Lead,
Windows Inbox Apps
To use the new tool, a
user is required to open the
Snipping Tool application
and select the new record
option.
Before beginning the
screen recording session,
users will be able to choose
and adjust the area of their
screen that they want to
record.
After completion, users
can preview it before saving
or sharing their recordings
with others.
"We are just beginning
the roll out now, so not all
Insiders in the Dev Channel
will receive the update right
away," Grochocki explained.

CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME

I have changed my old name
from
ABDUL MANAN
AHMEDUSMAN KULFAN to
ABDULMANNAN
MOHAMEDUSHMAN
SHAIKH
Add. 999, Rasul Kadia Ni
Juni Chali, Baherampura,
Ahmedabad-380022
3863C

I have changed my old name
from
SURANGIWALA
HANIPABIBI
MOHAMMEDAFZAL to
SURANGIWALA
HABIBUNNISA
MOHAMADAFZAL
Add. 2684-2,
Sodagar ni Pole, Kalupur
Ahmedabad-380001
3862

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
ISHA ASHISHBHAI BHATT
to ISHA ASHISH BHATT
Add. 1/1227, Ram Shyam
Vadi Vistar, Near Mahakali
Temple, Opp. Triveni
Vidhyalay, Mehtapura,
Himatnagar-383001
K020A

New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS)
itel, a leading mobile brand
for Bharat, on Friday announced the launch of
Magic X Pro 4G Phone in India which is touted as a
path-breaking initiative to
provide superior connectivity experience to the
consumers.
Available for just Rs
2,999 with a two-year service warranty, the Magic X
Pro provides high-speed
hotspot connectivity that
can connect up to 8 devices.
The feature phone also
supports 12 languages: English, Hindi, Gujarati, Telugu,
Tamil, Kannada, Malayalam,
Punjabi, Bengali, Odia,
Assamese, and Urdu,
backed with dual 4G VoLTE,
the company said in a statement.
"In
the
era
of
smartphones,
feature

In October, the tech giant had rolled out several
new features, including files
sharing, to help users share
files and photos easily to
Windows 11.
CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
PRAJAPATI BHUMIKABEN
JASHUBHAI to PRAJAPATI
BHUMIKA RIKEN
Add. 272, Prajapati Vas,
Isanpurmota,
Ta.Dist.Gandhinagar
B080

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
SHAIKH AYSHABANU
ABDURRAZAK to QURESHI
AAYESHA ABDURRAZZAQ
Add. Hakeem House
Khanpur, Ahmedabad
3864

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
FARJANA VASIM QURESHI
to KAUSHARBANU VASIM
QURESHI
Add. I/12, Gulshannagar,
Isanpur,
Ahmedabad-382443
3863

Ahmedabad, The Government of India has targeted to accelerate the pace
of coal production, so as to
reach a 1 billion ton level by
2024.
The Government of India has now targeted to enhance coal production by
25% to 30% in the next
three years. There is a worldwide gap in demand and
supply of coal at present,
which is affecting the power
generation by thermal
plants. The Government of
India is also putting all its
efforts to enhance coal supplies and is carrying out various policy changes for the
same.
The Ministry of Coal with
the aid of the Government
of India has created single
window clearance system to
fasten the clearances process. The existing and po-

tential demand for Coal
combined with the impetuses from the Government
on Coal Mining, has led to
South West Pinnacle Exploration Limited, to enter the
coal mining business.
NSE-listed South West
Pinnacle Exploration Ltd.
Will do its bit to enable the
Government to attain its
Coal Production Goals:
NSE-listed South West
Pinnacle Exploration Ltd.,
has recently acquired a coal
block in Jharkhand that sits
on an 84-million-ton geological reserve, by participating in forward auction, a
highly competitive bidding
process.
The coal block mining
development activities are
in progress with plans to
start coal production in the
next 30 months (FY 202425); Revenues to kick in from

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
DHWANI ASHISHKUMAR
BHATT to DHWANI ASHISH
BHATT
Add. 1/1227, Ram Shyam
Vadi Vistar, Near Mahakali
Temple, Opp. Triveni
Vidhyalay, Mehtapura,
Himatnagar-383001
K020

phones are still relevant to
certain user segments, especially those at the hinterlands and below Tier 3 markets across the country.
These users find usage of
feature phones to be easy
and many a times use it as
their secondary device,"
said Arijeet Talapatra, CEO,
TRANSSION India.
Magic X Pro will be
available in blue and black
colour variants and will be
available at both online and
offline outlets.
"Being the No. 1 feature
phone mobile brand with
over 28 per cent market
share, itel continues with its
vision of empowering the
aspirational Bharat with its
cutting-edge technology
and futuristic innovations.
itel keeps working towards

bringing the best to this
segment, and the launch of
Magic X Pro is a testimony
to that," Talapatra added.
It is power-packed with
a 2500mAh battery that ensures the effective functionality of every feature.
Another pathbreaking feature of the Magic X Pro is
the music app Boom Play.
While the feature
phone segment still relies
on FM radio and preloaded
songs for music lovers,
Magic X Pro allows users to
listen to music online.
The built-in BoomPlay
allows users to stream 74
million songs from around
the world in various genres
such as movies, bhakti, and
so on, said the company.
"Magic X Pro is a masterpiece feature phone that

comes with hi-speed
internet browsing, a
Hotspot hub, a 2-year service warranty, and many
other innovative features
which are exciting and relevant for this segment,"
Talapatra added.
The Magic X Pro is
power-packed with 4G
VoLTE technology and
boasts a beautifully curved
and compact 2.4-inch (6.1
cm) QVGA display. The
phone has eight preloaded
games,
along
with
KingVoice assistance.
It also comes with a VGA
rear camera and dual-SIM
support.
The phone also comes
with a charger and handsfree in the box, ensuring
customers are wellequipped.

Google adds memory & energy
saving modes to Chrome
San Francisco, Dec 9
(IANS) Tech giant Google
has started to roll out new
memory and energy saving
modes to its web browser
'Chrome' on desktop.
The new settings make
sure that Chrome uses up to
10GB less memory so that
users' tabs run smoothly,
and extends the battery
when it's running low, the
tech giant said.
The company will be
rolling out both 'Memory
Saver' and 'Energy Saver'
modes over the next several

weeks globally for Windows,
macOS and ChromeOS.
'Memory Saver' mode
frees up memory from tabs
that users are not using so
that the active website they
are browsing has the
smoothest possible experience.
Whereas, 'Energy Saver'
mode helps when users are
browsing the web with
Chrome and their device
battery level reaches 20 per
cent.
It will save battery by
restricting background ac-

India’s Marico acquires
Vietnamese Beauty X Corp for Rs
172 cr
Chennai, Dec 9 (IANS) India’s consumer goods major
Rs 95 billion turnover Marico Ltd’s subsidiary Corporation MSEA has inked an agreement to acquire Vietnamese Beauty X Corporation for about Rs 172 crore. According to Marico, the Rs 82 crore turnover Vietnamese company Beauty X owns female personal care brands “Purite
de Provence” and “Oliv”, offering premium and differentiated hair care and skin care products like such as shower
gels, shampoos, conditioners, face wash, lotions, among
others in that country. “The addition of Purite de Provence
and Oliv presents an opportunity to significantly expand
our play in the female beauty and personal care category
and therefore increase our total addressable market in a
high growth country like Vietnam.
CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME

I have changed my old name
from
RANA VIJAYKUMAR
BABUBHAI to RANA VIJAY
BABUBHAI
Add. B-35, Gokul Society,
Vatva,
Ahmedabad-382440
3863B

I have changed my old name
from
PRINTABAHEN
SURESHCHANDRA PATEL
to PRINTABEN ATULKUMAR
PATEL
Add. At. Patel Fali, Hajipur,
Tal. Himatnagar,
Dist. Sabarkantha-383001
K020B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
GUPTA AKASH
MITHILESHBHAI to SAH
AKASH MITHLESH
Add. 2, Viratnagar Sardar
Chowk, Isanpur
Ahmedabad-382443
3863A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
SINGH NITESHKUMAR to
SINGH NITESH
Add. C-503, Shree Hari
Blessingh Chandkheda,
Ahmedabad
3860

CHANGE OF NAME

CMC-Sodium Carboxymethyl Cellulose
For Textiles, Detergents, Paints, Pesticide, Ceramic, Oil well drilling, Welding
Electrodes etc.
CMS-Carboxy Methyl Starch
For Textiles, Briquettes,

FY2025.
A growing demand for
greater coal and drilling exploration in India: There is a
significant scope for drilling
and exploration in the country, as India has a large number of unexplored new
mines of coal and considerable opportunities exists for
future discoveries of subsurface deposits.
With the availability of
such a large coal reserve in
India and Governments'
thrust to enhance its production, there is a vast scope
of drilling & exploration in
the coal sector.
South West Pinnacle has
entered into the mining
business to achieve the next
phase of growth which will
lead to more than 2-3x
growth over current revenues and significant margin improvement.

itel launches Magic X Pro with 4G high-speed
hotspot that connects up to 8 devices

Windows 11 gets builtin screen recording tool
San Francisco, Dec 9
(IANS) With an aim to enhance user experience, tech
giant Microsoft has started
to roll out an update to the
Snipping tool for Windows
11 to Insiders in the Dev
Channel, which includes a
built-in screen recorder tool.
Snipping Tool has always made it fast and easy
to capture and share content from the PC, and now
with screen recording builtin, the company is expanding these capabilities to
even more types of content,
Microsoft said in a blogpost
on Thursday.
"We know that Snipping
Tool is a favourite among
the Insider community, so
we are very excited to introduce a built-in screen re-

The Go
vt of India Aims to RReac
eac
Govt
eachh a Coal
Pr
oduction of 1 Billion Tons bbyy 2024
Production

I have changed my old name
from
MOONA BRIJLAL to RAJANI
MONA RIZWAN
Add. B-65, Attarwala Flat
Maktampura,
Ahmedabad-38005
3861

Cellulose Powder For welding rods
Address : Plot No 5623/c, Phase II,
GIDC Industrial Area, Vatva,
Ahmedabad-382445. Gujarat India.
CONTACT +91 98799 97220,
E-MAIL : info@patelindustries.co.in

Manufacturer & Exporter
of Speciality Chemicals
CMYK

tivity and visual effects for
websites with animations
and videos.
"You'll be able to turn off
either feature or mark your
most important websites
exempt from Memory Saver.
You can find these controls
under the three-dot menu
in Chrome," the company
said.
Last month, Google had
brought out the Material
You-style colour-based
themes to its Chrome Canary, an experimental version of the tech giant's
browser.
CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
JOSHI VISHALBHAI
RAMESH to JOSHI
VISHALKUMAR
RAMESHBHAI
Add. 56, Sutharsheri, Vami,
Banaskantha-385565
B080A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
SURANGIWALA
MOHAMMED AFZAL
ABDULLAMIYA to
SURANGIWALA
MOHMADAFZAL
ABDULLAMEEYA
Add. 2684-2,
Sodagar ni Pole, Kalupur
Ahmedabad-380001
3862-A
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Business Brief

Dharmaj Crop Guard’s Listed with
Huge return with more than 12%
Mumbai, Incorporated in 2015, Dharmaj Crop
Guard Limited is an agrochemical company. The
company is engaged in the business of manufacturing, distributing, and marketing a wide range of
agrochemical formulations such as insecticides, fungicides, herbicides, plant growth regulators, micro
fertilizers and antibiotics to the B2C and B2B customers. In next financial year Integrated plant will
come into execution
The company also provides crop protection solutions to the farmer to assist them to maximize
productivity and profitability. Dharmaj Crop Guard
Limited export products to more than 25 countries
in Latin America, East African Countries, the Middle
East and Far East Asia. Dharmaj Crop Guard Limited
Issue Price is Rs. 237/- and Listed on 8th of December at Price of Rs. 266 .

Shenu Agarwal appointed as MD
& CEO of Ashok Leyland
Chennai: Ashok Leyland, the Indian flagship
company of the Hinduja group and India’s leading
commercial vehicle manufacturer today announced
that Mr. Shenu Agarwal has been appointed as MD
& CEO of the company with immediate effect.
Assuming charge, Mr Agarwal will drive the
technology development, growth, and future strategy for the company towards achieving our vision
to be among the top 10 Commercial Vehicle players globally. Shenu joins Ashok Leyland from Escorts Kubota Ltd, where he was President.
Dheeraj Hinduja, Executive Chairman, Ashok
Leyland said, “Shenu has a proven track record as a
leader from a business conglomerate and is an
allrounder having worked in different capacities in
many disciplines.
I look forward to working closely with all the
stakeholders and employees to help achieve in an
accelerated manner Ashok Leyland’s Vision to be
among the Top 10 CV manufacturers globally.” said
Shenu Agarwal, MD & CEO, Ashok Leyland.

Low-code software platform
Airtable lays off over 250
employees
San Francisco, Dec 9 (IANS) Airtable, a low-code
platform for building collaborative apps, has laid off
more than 250 employees or 20 per cent of its
workforce across business development, engineering and other teams.
TechCrunch reported that the impacted employees will get at least 16 weeks of severance pay,
accelerated equity vesting and support from an
immigration counsel if on visa."We've rapidly expanded and executed on multiple fronts. At the
time, I believed we could successfully pursue all of
them in parallel," said
Airtable founder and
CEO Howie Liu in an
email to employees.
"However, in taking
a hard look at our efforts in the current
market environment,
we've identified the
teams best positioned to capture the opportunity
in enterprise in order to bring complete focus, alignment and accountability in our execution," Liu
added.Ironically, the same company recently offered laid-off workers jobs via its platform.Liu said
Airtable is "well capitalised" and added that "being
a lean organisation becomes doubly important in
times of economic uncertainty".As part of the layoffs, key executives like chief revenue officer, chief
people officer and chief product officer also are no
longer with Airtable which was last valued at $11
billion.
The company's software allows businesses to
put together databases and spreadsheets on the
cloud without using code.

NDB to scale up infrastructure &
development finance in India
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS) After successfully financing a $500 million road infrastructure development project in Madhya Pradesh, the New Development Bank (NDB) plans to scale up its infrastructure and development finance in India for a
sustainable future.
The NDB established in 2015 by BRICS countries
-- Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, has
invested in 21 projects worth $7.2 billion in India
since 2016 which is expected to benefit over
four million people.
The $500 million
Madhya Pradesh Major
District Road Project
(MPMDRP), funded
$350 million by the NDB
and $150 million by the state government, aimed
at upgradation of major district roads in the state
to improve connectivity in the interior areas of the
state with the national and state highway networks,
with the wider aim of promoting economic and
social transformation.
Further, the MPMDRP has effected a positive and
transformational changes in people's lives across
434,000 rural communities by improving local livelihoods and access to clinics, hospitals, schools, colleges, markets, businesses, and job opportunities in
the state, said a new independent evaluation office
report of the NDB here.

Pottery Barn announces global
collaboration with Deepika
Padukone
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS) Pottery Barn, a portfolio brand of Williams-Sonoma, Inc. the world's largest digital-first, design-led and sustainable home
retailer, announced Friday a global partnership with
the iconic international celebrity, Deepika
Padukone.
The actor, entrepreneur, and philanthropist has
been signed as a brand ambassador to promote
Pottery Barn's international expansion which began
with the opening of the company's first retail location in September in Delhi, India. As a brand ambassador for Pottery Barn, Padukone will also work
closely with the brand to co-create a collection.
"I've always been fascinated with spaces and my
passion for interior design is no secret!" said
Deepika Padukone. "I am therefore thrilled to be
collaborating with global home furnishing leader
Pottery Barn and look forward to creating timeless
pieces together!"
"We are excited to partner with global icon
Deepika Padukone," said Monica Bhargava, Pottery
Barn Chief Design Officer. "Deepika's passion for
home design and timeless sense of style resonate
with Pottery Barn fans worldwide-and through our
collaboration launching in 2023, customers will
have the opportunity to bring Pottery Barn's coveted designs infused with Deepika's signature style
into their own homes.
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Manish Tewari gives adjournment
notice in LS on face-off with judiciary

News

in a Nutshell

Lucknow University bans
celebrations in campus
canteens
Lucknow, Dec 9 (IANS) The Lucknow University
(LU) has banned all celebrations in the canteens , a
day after two groups of students clashed at the
commerce canteen during a birthday party.
The proctor's office has issued directives to ban
all kinds of celebrations and has issued mandatory
guidelines for all canteen owners to ensure the lawand-order situation was maintained.
"It has come to light that during celebrations at
canteens students enter into fights or arguments
that disrupts campus discipline. It has been decided
that the owners will ensure no celebrations are held
at the canteen. If students insist or force, then the
canteen owner must inform the proctor's office,"
said chief proctor Prof Rakesh Dwivedi.
He said also every canteen owner has been
asked to ensure that CCTV cameras are installed, and
students are not allowed to park their two or fourwheelers outside the canteen.

Sonia Gandhi turns 76, Cong
leaders extend greetings
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS) Congress leaders extended birthday greetings to Sonia Gandhi, who
turned 76 on Friday.
She was the longest-serving president of the
Congress who was recently replaced by Mallikarjun
Kharge.
"Extending my warm birthday greetings to CPP
Chairperson, Smt. Sonia Gandhi ji. Her grace, dedication indomitable spirit and dignity in the wake of
adversity has inspired millions. I wish her a long and
healthy life," tweeted Kharge.
Randeep Singh Surjewala, party General Secretary said, "A personification of kindness, sacrifice,
dedication & courage. A leader with indelible commitment to the Nation & Party. Wishing Congress
Parliamentary Party Chairperson, respected Smt
Sonia Gandhi ji a very Happy Birthday.

Kerala Police begins probe after
unqualified student attends
MBBS classes
Thiruvananthapuram, Dec 9 (IANS) The Kerala
Police on Friday commenced a probe after a student, who did not even qualify for medical entrance
examination, was found attending first year MBBS
classes in the Kozhikode Medical College for a few
days.Last month, the girl from Malappuram district
had announced on social media that she had secured admission to the MBBS course.
On November 29, when the session started, she
attended the classes along with 244 other students.
This went on for the next few days after which
she was not seen.What has baffled the authorities
was that though her name did not figure in the list
of candidates, it was there in the attendance list.

Anganwadi workers under the banner of Sanjukta Morcha of Anganwadi Employees Union raising slogans during their Assembly Gherao programme to demand wages hike, in Bhubaneswar on Friday.UNI

Sitharaman to present statement on
demands for grants for current fiscal in LS
New Delhi, December
(IANS) Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will
present a statement in the
Lok Sabha on Friday showing first batch of supplementary demands for
grants for the current fiscal.
She will also present a
statement showing excess
demands for grants for
2019-20 in the Lower House.
Apart from this, the Minister for Tribal Affairs Arjun
Munda will introduce The
Constitution (Scheduled
Tribes) Order (Second
Amendment) Bill, 2022.
He will also introduce a
bill further to amend the
Constitution (Scheduled
Tribes) Order, 1950 to
modify the list of Scheduled
Tribes in Tamil Nadu.
Munda will also introduce a bill to further to
amend the Constitution
(Scheduled Tribes) Order,
1950 to provide for inclusion of certain communities
in the list of Scheduled
Tribes in Himachal Pradesh.
The Minister will further
introduce a bill to amend
the Constitution (Scheduled
Tribes) Order, 1950 to
modify the list of Scheduled
Tribes in Karnataka.
He will also introduce
The Constitution (Sched-

uled Tribes) Order (Fifth
Amendment) Bill, 2022 to
amend the Constitution
(Scheduled Tribes) Order,
1950 for inclusion of certain
communities in the list of
Scheduled
Tribes in
Chhattisgarh.
In addition to this, the
Lok Sabha will also seek to
discuss and pass the AntiMaritime Piracy Bill, 2019, on
which discussion had
started on Wednesday.
The Lower House will
also seek to discuss and pass
The Multi-State Cooperative
Societies (Amendment) Bill,

2022. It was introduced in
the House on Wednesdau.
BJP MP Satyapal Singh
will present the ninth report
of the joint committee on
offices of profit in Lok
Sabha.
BJP
MP
Locket
Chatterjee will present the
22nd and 23rd report of the
standing committee on
food, consumer affairs and
public distribution in Lok
Sabha.
Minister for Women and
Child Development Smriti
Irani will make a series of
statements on status of

ED tracking links between teachers' recruitment
& cattle smuggling scams in Bengal
Kolkata, Dec 9 (IANS)
The Enforcement Directorate (ED), which is probing
the cattle smuggling and
teachers' recruitment
scams in West Bengal, has
started investigating leads
that can establish a clearcut link between the two
scams.Already in two
phases, the West Bengal
School Service Commission ( WBSSC) has published the names of 223 illegally recruited or recommended teachers for Class

9 and 10 in different staterun schools, with 183 in the
first phase and 40 in the
second phase.ED sources
said that their officials
were carefully scrutinizing
those two lists and trying
to track those candidates
whose recommendation
came from Trinamool Congress strongman and the
party's Birbhum district
president,
Anubrata
Mondal, who is already in
judicial custody for his alleged links with the cattle

95 kgs of marijuana recovered
in Delhi, four nabbed
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS)
With the arrest of four persons, including a woman
and a drug peddler, the
Delhi Police on Friday
claimed to have busted a
gang involved in supplying
and selling narcotics substance in the national
capital.Police said that they
have also recovered 95 kgs
of marijuana (ganja) from
the possession of the accused and it was transported from Visakhapatnam
to Delhi in a Toyota Innova
car.The accused have been
identified
as
Noor
Mohmmad alias Babloo, 39,
a resident of village Patrahi
Khurd in Bihar, Ujjwal Kumar,
23, a resident of district SaFire broke out in Arwani Raj bagh area of Srinagar two houses were damaged
on Friday. UNI

UP: Man jumps
off terrace, wife
dies while trying
to save him
Lucknow, Dec 9
(IANS) A man suffered
critical injuries when he
jumped from the top
floor of his residence and
his wife, who ran after
him to save him from falling, also fell and died. The
man suffered critical injuries while his wife died on
the spot. Additional
Deputy Commissioner of
Police Central Zone,
Rajesh Srivastava said
that Sandeep, 30, of
Ganeshganj returned
home in a drunken state
around 9 p.m. and fought
with his wife Roli, 28, on
this issue.

1,83,741 Indians gave up
citizenship in last five years
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS)
The number of Indians renouncing citizenship has
gone up significantly in the
last few years.
The number of Indians,
who renounced the citizenship was 1,33,049 in 2017,
and after five years it has increased to 1,83,741 till October 31, 2022.
As per the information
provided by the Minister of
State for External Affairs V.
Muraleedharan in a written
reply in the Lok Sabha on
Friday, the number of Indians who renounced their
Indian citizenship was
1,31,489 in 2015; 1,41,603
in 2016; 1,33,049 in 2017;
1,34,561 in 2018; 1,44,017

PM Modi, BJP leaders greet
Sonia on her birthday
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS)
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday greeted
Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi on her birthday.
"Best wishes to Sonia
Gandhi ji on her birthday.
Praying for her long and
healthy life," the Prime Minister tweeted.
Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari also wished here.
He tweeted, "Birthday greetings to Smt. Sonia Gandhi Ji.
May you be blessed with
good health and long life".

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla also greeted the veteran Congress leader.
"Happy birthday to Mrs.
Sonia Gandhi, Lok Sabha MP
from Rae Bareilly (Uttar
Pradesh).
May God bless you with
good health and long life,"
he said.Sonia Gandhi is currently on a two-day tour of
Rajasthan. After arriving at
Jaipur airport on Thursday
afternoon, she flew to Sawai
Madhopur in a helicopter. -IANS

in 2019; 85,256 in 2020 and
1,63,370 in 2021.
The written reply also
informed about the number of foreign nationals except
those
from
Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan who took Indian citizenship in the last
few years.
"As per the information
available with the Ministry,
the number of foreign nationals except those from
Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan who took Indian citizenship was 93 (in
2015), 153 (in 2016), 175 (in
2017), 129 (in 2018), 113 (in
2019), 27 (in 2020), 42 (in
2021) and 60 (in 2022)," the
reply said.

implementation of recommendations made in reports of standing committee on HRD on safety of
women, and also on the status of implementation of
recommendations made in
reports Nos. 333, 334 and
338 of the standing committee on women, children,
youth and sports on demands for grants for the current fiscal.Irani will also
make a statement on the
status of implementation on
recommendations of the
standing committee on demand for grants for 2021-22.

ran in Bihar, Laxmi Singh, 25,
a resident of Assam and the
drug peddler, Azad, 38, a
resident of New Seemapuri
area in Delhi.
According to Ravindra
Singh Yadav, the Special
Commissioner of Police
(Crime), a tip off was received regarding supply of
a consignment of ganja procured from Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh to Delhi.
An Andh ra Pradesh registered Innova car was spotted. The car, which had three
occupants including a
woman, was stopped and
on search, a total of 72.2 kg
ganja in five plastic sacks
was recovered," said the
Specia l CP.

smuggling scam."Our
sleuths are investigating
two possibilities. The first is
whether Mondal and his
associates in Birbhum
gained financially from the
commissions received
from the payments made
by candidates recommended by him. Incidentally, Kajal Roy, turned out
to be the wife of Prasanna
Roy, the middleman arrested by the CBI in the
teacher's recruitment
scam.

New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS)
Congress MP Manish Tewari
has gievn adjournment notice in the Lok Sabha on judiciary-Collegium issue,
which is at the centre of row
following statements from
various quarters.
In his notice, Tewari said,
"Discussion on confrontation with the judiciary after
statement by various government functionaries, including honourable law
minister."
He further said that such
statements undermine the
faith in the judiciary. He also
mentioned that there were
various vacancies in the
high court and Supreme
Court (SC). The Apex Court
has seven and the high
court has 380 vacancies.
Amid the ongoing friction between the Centre
and the judiciary on the issue of appointment of
judges, the Supreme Court
on Thursday told the Centre
that Collegium system was
the "law of the land", which
should be followed. And, referring to government functionaries' remarks against
the Collegium, the top court

said, "making comments on
the Supreme Court Collegium is not very well
taken" and told the Attorney General (AG) R.
Venkataramani, representing the Centre, "you tell
them to control..."
A bench headed by Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul and
comprising Justices Abhay
S. Oka and Vikram Nath told
the AG that just because
there were some sections of
the society who express a
view against the Collegium
system, it will not cease to
be the law of the land. The
bench added that the apex
court judgment, which formulated the Collegium system for judges' appointment must be adhered to.
Justice Kaul told the AG,
"There are sections in society who do not agree with
the laws made by the
Parliament...should the
court stop enforcing such
laws on that ground?..." The
bench further added that if
everyone in the society decides which law to follow
and which law not to follow,
then there would be a
breakdown.

Man held in Lucknow for
robbing his aunt's house
Lucknow, Dec 9 (IANS)
A youth in Uttar Pradesh's
state capital Lucknow
chose to steal from his
aunt's house in order to
repay his debts, Police said.
The accused Abdullah
Iqbal, 26, has been arrested
and the police have recovered Rs 5.68 lakh and ornaments worth Rs 28 lakh
from his possession. The
Police added that the
houseowner Shabana
Khan of Moazzmnagar locality, along with her son,
had gone to attend a marriage function on December 3 and found the house
burgled when she returned home the next day.
ADCP, Chiranjeev Nath
Sinha, said, "It was not possible for anyone to break
the lock of the inside door
without entering the
house as its front door and
staircase door were closed
and the locks at these
doors were intact." This
gave enough hint that

someone was present in
the house and fled after
breaking the lock at the inside door in the back portion of the house. "A CCTV
camera footage showed
Iqbal lurking around the
house with a bag, raising
our suspicion and therefore he was rounded up,"
the officer added.Abdullah
said he had visited the
house of his aunt on December 3 and came to
know her plan to visit the
house of her relative to attend the function. He
stayed there until the
house owner left for the
wedding venue and pretended that he also was
leaving for his home. But
he stayed back and hid in
a room."After Shabana left
house, he rummaged
through the house, collected the cash and ornaments and fled the house
after breaking the lock at
the inside door," the Police
said.

NCPCR seeks probe report on
madrasas admitting non-Muslim kids
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS)
The National Commission
for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) has written
a letter to the Chief Secretaries of states and union territories asking them to conduct a detailed investigation
of all government funded/
recognised madrasas which
admit non-Muslim children.
The Commission recommended mapping of all unmapped madrasas.
The
development
comes after the NCPCR received complaints of nonMuslim children being imparted religious education
in some madrasas without
their parents' consent.

In the letter, the Commission stated that many
children were enrolled in institutions like madrasas in
various states across the
country. According to the
NCPCR, there are three
types of madrasas namely
Recognized, Unrecognized
and Unmapped.The Commission noted that the
madrasas which are funded
or recognized by the government provided religious
and to some extent formal
education.The letter further
stated that in the view of the
complaints received, it was
observed that children from
non-Muslim communities
were studying in govern-

ment funded/recognised
madrasas.Apart from this,
the Commission said that
some state governments
provided scholarships to
the students, which was a
violation of Article 28(3) of
the Constitution of India,
that prtutions from compelling children to participate
in any religious education
without parental consent.
The body instructed the
Chief Secretaries to include
physical verification of children attending such
madrasas in their probe and
said that all such children
should be admitted to
schools for formal education.

3,936 Indian fishermen, 468 boats taken Air quality in Mumbai getting
worse than smog-filled Delhi
in foreign custody in 5 yrs: Centre
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS) growing list of Indian cities

New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS)
A total of 3,936 Indian fishermen and 468 fishing boats
were apprehended by other
countries during the last five
years.
The Ministry of External
Affairs in a written reply in
the Lok Sabha on Friday said
that the Indian fishermen
were generally apprehended by countries on
charges of allegedly fishing
in their territorial waters.The
cases were filed related to
illegal fishing, trespassing,
crossing the international
maritime boundary line illegally, etc., under the respective Acts of the particular
countries.
"The government attaches highest priority to
the safety, security and welfare of Indian fishermen. As

soon as cases of apprehension of Indian fishermen and
their fishing boats are reported, immediate steps are
taken by the Indian Missions
and Posts to seek consular
access, ensure their welfare
and also pursue their early
release and repatriation
along with their boats," said
the reply.
The Ministry said that
consular officers of Missions/Posts make regular
visits to local jails and detention centers to ascertain the
condition of Indian fishermen lodged there and provide requisite help and support, including legal assistance in deserving cases.
Missions/ Posts abroad
also approach the law enforcement agencies to complete the investigation and

judicial proceedings at the
earliest possible. The focus
of the government's efforts
was on securing the early
release of fishermen, it
added.
The Ministry informed
that steps were taken regularly by the Indian Coast
Guard to guide the Indian
fishermen not to cross the
perceived International
Maritime Boundary Line
(IMBL) through various
community interaction
programmes for the fishing
community.

India's financial capital
Mumbai has been witnessing "very poor" air quality in
recent days.It is usually the
national capital, Delhi, that
makes headlines for having
dangerous levels of air pollution during the winter
months.But Mumbai, which
has a vast coastline and is
considered to have better
air quality, overtook Delhi
pollution levels several
times this week, the BBC reported.
Mumbai has joined a

that have bad air.Experts say
rapid construction, adverse
weather conditions and increasing pollution from vehicle emissions are some of
the factors responsible for
the deteriorating air quality.
The level of PM 2.5 -- fine
particulate matter that can
clog lungs and cause a host
of diseases -- was 308 in the
city on Friday morning at
8.30 a.m., compared to
Delhi's reading of 259, according to government
data, the BBC reported.

UP govt award scheme for
meritorious OBC students
Lucknow, Dec 9 (IANS)
The Uttar Pradesh government is introducing the Chief
Minister's Award Scheme for
meritorious students from
the Other Backward Classes
(OBC) category.
The scheme will apply to
OBC students (from Class
10th and 12th) studying in
schools affiliated with the
Uttar Pradesh Board. So far,
the amount to be given un-

der the scheme has not been
specified.According to a
state government spokesman, educational institutions
will also be directed to submit a list of OBC students
who can be made employable or financially self-reliant
through computer training.
or this, a budget proposal
will be prepared so that
more students benefit from
the computer training

scheme. There is also a proposal to digitally prepare students from backward classes
for
competitive
examinations.The directions
regarding the aforementioned schemes have been
issued by Narendra Kashyap,
Minister of state for the Department of Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilities
and State Commission for
Backward Classes.

CMYK

Minister of State for Power and Heavy Industries Krishan Pal launched the
Unified navigation tool on energy efficiency (UNNATEE), in New Delhi on Friday.
Minister of State for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Bhanu Pratap Singh
Verma is also seen. UNI

