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News

Brief
Gold valued at Rs
1.38 crore seized
at Hyderabad
airport

CMYK

Hyderabad, Dec 10
(IANS) Customs officials at
Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport Hyderabad on Saturday seized gold valued
over Rs 1.37 crore from a
passenger who arrived from
Dubai.
The customs officials intercepted a male passenger
who arrived from flight
FZ461 from Dubai in the
early hours of Saturday. The
officials checked the baggage of the passenger and
found 24 carat gold weighing 1,547 grams and 18
Karat jewellery weighing
1,414 grams.
According to customs,
total value of the seized contraband is Rs 1,37,92,968.
Further investigation is under progress. This is the biggest gold seizure at
Hyderabad airport this
month. On November 11,
customs officials had seized
gold valued at Rs 2.8 crore
from two passengers who
had arrived from Dubai.

Vigilance seeks
nod for
prosecuting
Kerala’s police
official Tomin
Thachenkery

Cyclone Mandous: Heavy rains lash parts of AP

Amaravati, Dec 10 (IANS)
Parts of south coast and
Rayalaseema regions of
Andhra Pradesh were receiving heavy rains on Saturday under the impact of
the cyclonic storm Mandous
which crossed Tamil Nadu
coast on Friday night.
Heavy rains were lashing Nellore, Tirupati,
Chittoor, and Annamayya
districts, inundating low-lying areas. Rivulets, streams
and lakes were overflowing
due to incessant rains since
Friday.
Heavy rains hit normal
life in the temple town of
Tirupati. Roads in the town
were inundated. Pilgrims to
to the famous Tirumala

temple faced inconvenience due to incessant
rains.
The Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanam (TTD), which
manages the affairs of the
temple, closed some routes
to Tirumala due to apprehension of landslides.
Water level in lakes and
ponds in and around
Tirupati reached the maximum level due to the downpour.
After crossing the coast,
the cyclonic storm weakened into a deep depression.
According to the Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD) bulletin, the deep depression over north Tamil

Boy stuck in borewell in Madhya
Pradesh dies
Bhopal, Dec 10 (IANS) The boy, who fell into a deep
borewell in Betul district of Madhya Pradesh on Tuesday evening, was dead when he was rescued on Saturday morning. The rescue operation was started soon after the incident was reported, however, the boy had
stopped responding by the Wednesday.
The NDRF and SDRF teams under the supervision of
district administration continued rescue operation.They
dug a tunnel at the side of the borewell, however, the
process took more than 80 hours and by the time, they
could reach to the boy, he was dead.
The rescue operation completed by early on Saturday and the doctors declared the boy dead. Betul district administration later issued an official statement on
Saturday, stating that the boy was dead hours before he
was rescued.
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan expressed his
condolences and announced a compensation of Rs four
lakh to the family.
“It is very sad that little Tanmay (Sahu), who fell in a
borewell in Betul’s Mandvi village, could not be saved
even after tireless efforts by the administration. I pray to
God to give peace to the departed soul and strength to
the family members to bear this loss, Om Shanti,”
Chouhan tweeted on Saturday morning.

Nadu weakened into a depression and lay centred at
11.30 a.m. about 30 km
south-southwest of Vellore
and 120 km east-northeast
of Krishnagiri. It is very likely
to move nearly west-southwestwards and gradually
weaken into a well marked
low pressure area during
next 12 hours.
Light to moderate rainfall at most places with
heavy to very heavy rainfall
at isolated places likely over
Rayalaseema, north Tamil
Nadu, and south interior
Karnataka on Saturday.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister Y.S Jagan Mohan Reddy
on Saturday directed the officials concerned to take all

Panaji, Dec 10 (IANS)
With the arrest of two persons, Goa Police on Friday
claimed to have seized Charas weighing 940 grams
worth Rs 9,40,000. North
Goa Superintendent of Police, Nidhin Valsan, said that
the raid was conducted by
Pernem police (North Goa)
to curb the drug menace in
their jurisdiction.
One of the accused has
been
identified
as
Chandrabhooshan Duve
(38), a native of Kota Bilaspur
in Chattisgarh.“Police found
narcotic drugs suspected to
be Charas weighing 940
grams worth Rs 9,40,000 approximately from the possession of the accused person,” Valsan said.

PM Modi to visit
Goa on Sunday
Panaji, Dec 10 (IANS)
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is scheduled to visit
Goa on Sunday, December
11. During his visit, he will
inaugurate the Mopa International Airport and also
address the valedictory session of the 9th World
Ayurveda Congress. He will
virtually inaugurate All India
Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA)Goa, National Institute of
Unani Medicine (NIUM),
Ghaziabad and National Institute of Homoeopathy
(NIH), Delhi from Goa. Mopa
International Airport will be
the second airport in Goa.
The foundation stone of the
airport was also laid by the
Prime Minister in 2016. This
airport has been built at the
cost of Rs 2,870 crore, which
would also cater cargo services.

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel being offered sweets by MLAs on his
election as the leader of the BJP legislative Party set to take oath as Chief Minister on Dec 12, in Gandhinagar on Saturday. UNI

1986 police firing that left nine dead
still haunts contentious district
Belagavi (Karnataka),
Dec 10 (IANS) A bloody
chapter of the still continuing border row between
Maharashtra and Karnataka
still haunts the latter’s
Belagavi district. Following
incidents of violence,
Karnataka Police shot dead
nine persons in the district
in 1986.
Protesters had ripped
up railway tracks, attempts
were made to poison drinking water units, and post offices were attacked in
Belagavi against the backdrop of language row, say
elders. A mob even tried to
torch a cop of the DAR, they
said. The Maharashtra
Ekikarana Samiti (MES)
claims that three persons on
satyagraha died in prison.

Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 10 (IANS) One of the
topmost Kerala police officials, holding the rank of director general of police Tomin Thachenkery presently attached to the Kerala
State Human Rights Commission, appears to be in the
dock as the Vigilance has
sought the nod for prosecuting him in an alleged
corruption case.
The case pertains to an
alleged bribery case when
he was holding the post of
Transport Commissioner.
The case was asked to be
probed by the then Vigilance and Anti Corruption
director R.Sreelekha, which
after a preliminary probe, an
FIR was registered.

Charas worth Rs
9.40 lakh seized
in Goa

measures to tackle the situation arising out of the cyclonic storm Mandous.
The Chief Minister held
a review meeting with the
officials to take stock of the
situation in various districts.
He asked officials to pay
special attention to the affected areas witnessing
heavy rainfall.
In particular, the collectors of Nellore, Tirupati,
Chittoor, and Annamaya districts have been advised to
be constantly be vigilant
and take appropriate action.
He directed the officials
to open the rehabilitation
centres if required and ensure all necessary support to
the people.

The bigwigs of Maharashtra
politics took part in the agitation for Belagavi and were
jailed in Karnataka. Present
Maharashtra CM Eknath
Shinde, and NCP leader
Chhagan Bhujbal were
jailed by the Karnataka government. Shinde had taken
part in the agitation as an
ordinary worker then. Maloji
Shantaram Astekar, the MES
General Secretary and
former Mayor of Belagavi,
says he was in Dhund jail in
Dharwad with Bhujbal for
about 15 to 20 days. In 1986,
the Karnataka government
made Kannada compulsory
in the state. NCP chief
Sharad Pawar, who was then
in the Congress, came down
to Belagavi and started the
‘Seema Ladai’, he says.

Belagavi was literally on fire.
At Hindalaga in the district,
nine were killed in police firing. Four were from
Hindalaga, three from
Belagundi, one from Junne
Belagavi and another from
Anandwadi in Belagavi. Before that in 1956, five persons were killed in police firing in Belagavi, Astekar said.
Hundreds were sent to jail
and many were injured in
1986 incident, he added.
Ashok Chandaragi, President of Belagavi Karnataka
Association OrganiSations
Action Committee, said that
the ‘Seema Ladai’ launched
by Maharashtra leaders had
literally shaken the state in
1986 but the police did a
commendable job in containing the violence.

Authorities swing into action after
chaos at Delhi airport
New Delhi, Dec 10 (IANS)
Authorities swung into action following complaints of
chaos at the Delhi airport.
A senior official of the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
said that Joint Secretary
Rubina Ali and many senior
officials visited T3 on Friday
to inspect each passenger
and baggage check point.
Moreover, DG, BCAS is
visiting on Saturday. Officials said that additional
four traffic martials (totaling
to 12 traffic martials on
ground) are posted at the
departure forecourt to
avoid vehicular congestion
at car lane. Similarly, awareness posters at the entry
gate for passengers to be
ready with boarding cards
and eight dedicated resources deployed at the en-

try gate to help passengers.
An additional X-ray machine
has been installed in T3 Domestic; and additional manpower deployed to help
passengers for tray preparation and congestion management. Besides, awareness posters and mobile announcements are being undertaken to inform passengers about do’s and don’ts.
Officials said that for overall
congestion reduction, discussions are being held with
airlines to reduce flights
during the peak hour. Meanwhile, a spokesperson of
Delhi airport said:“We, along
with stakeholders — CISF
and Immigration, are working constantly to cope with
the demand which includes
deployment of additional
systems and manpower.

16 arrested for kidnap of a woman in Hyderabad

Troops of Indian Army and Australian Army exchanging their expertise in the
employment of cutting edge drone technology including nanodrones in combat
as part of bilateral exercise AustraHind 2022, in Bikaner on Saturday. UNI

Hyderabad, Dec 10
(IANS) Police have arrested
16 people in the dramatic
kidnap of a woman by a
mob from her house on the
outskirts of Hyderabad,
hours before her engagement.
Rachakonda police on
Friday night rescued the 24year-old, who was kidnapped by a group of about
50 to 80 people after barging into her house at
Turkayamjal in Adibatla.
The youngsters, most of
them armed with sticks,
stones and iron rods, entered the house and forcibly
took away the dentistry student, whose engagement
was scheduled later in the
day.
The assailants attacked

PM National Apprenticeship Mela
to be held in 197 districts of India
New Delhi, Dec 10 (IANS)
Aiming to boost career opportunities for India’s youth
under Skill India Mission, the
Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
(MSDE) will hold the
Pradhan Mantri National
Apprenticeship
Mela
(PMNAM) on December 12,
across 197 locations in 25
states and Union Territories.
Several local businesses
have been invited to be a
part of the mela to provide

local youth with the opportunity to shape their careers
through apprenticeship
training. The event will witness the participation of
various companies from different sectors. Participating
companies will have the
chance to meet potential
apprentices on a single platform and choose applicants
on the spot and provide
them with an opportunity
to be a part of their
organisation.

Delhi liquor case: Kavitha
to face CBI on Sunday

Hyderabad, Dec 10
(IANS) The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) will question Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao’s
daughter K. Kavitha in Delhi
liquor scam case here on
Sunday.
A team of CBI officials
will examine the Member of
Legislative Council of the
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (TRS)
at her residence in Banjara
Hills at 11 a.m.
Ahead of the questioning, hoardings, installed by
her supporters, have come
up outside her residence.
“Daughter of fighter will
never fear. We are with
Kavithakka,” reads one of
the hoardings.

The CBI had informed
Kavitha on December 6 that
a team will visit her residence in Hyderabad on December 11 for her examination and recording of her
statement in connection
with the investigation in the
case.
It had asked her to confirm availability on the said
date and time. Kavitha sent
a reply the same day confirming her availability on
the day.
The CBI’s communication had come a day after
Kavitha wrote to the agency
expressing her inability to
meet them on December 6
because of her preoccupied
schedule.

Candidates who have
passed Class 5 to Class 12
and have skill training certificates, or ITI Diploma holders or graduates can apply
during this apprenticeship
mela. The candidates must
carry three copies of their
resume, three copies of all
the marksheets and certificates, photo ID (Aadhaar
card/driving licence etc)
and three passport size
photographs to the respective venues. Expressing his

views on the Pradhan
Mantri National Apprenticeship Mela, Atul Kumar Tiwari,
Secretary, Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship, said “India has often been compared to other
developed economies in
terms of apprenticeship opportunities for the youth of
today. To bridge this gap, we
are trying our best to make
apprenticeship opportunities reachable to trainees
and students.”

her father, relatives and
neighbours, who tried to resist them. They also damaged the furniture and vehicles parked at the premises. The video of the attack went viral on social
media.
Naveen Reddy, who was
in love with the girl and
claimed to have even married her, kidnapped her after her parents were preparing for her engagement
with another man.
On a complaint by the
girl’s father Damodar Reddy,
police registered a case of
attempt to murder, kidnap,
trespass and assault against
Naveen Reddy and his associated.
According to Damodar
Reddy, Naveen Reddy met

her daughter at a badminton training camp in Bangalore. He alleged that Naveen
Reddy had been allegedly
harassing her for the last
two years and had spread
the word that he had married her.
The complainant told
police that Naveen Reddy
and about 50 others attacked her house on Friday.
He said the attackers armed
with iron rods and stones
barged into the house and
tried to kill her daughter and
other family members.
Damodar Reddy alleged
that Naveen Reddy attacked
him on his head with an iron
rod and when his relatives
and friends came to his rescue, the assailants attacked
them.“After the attack, they

forcibly took away my
daughter in a car,” he said.
The girl’s father said
Naveen Reddy had been
behaving like a psycho. He
had spread the word among
relatives and friends that he
married her on August 27,
2021. He had filed a petition
in a court in LB Nagar that
his wife’s parents are not
sending her home.
Police said a case has
been registered against
Naveen Reddy and others at
Adibatla police station under Rachakonda police station in connection with
Friday’s incident.
A police officer said they
were scanning the CCTV
footage to identify and arrest other accused in the
case.

Border row: Union Home Minister to chair
meeting on Dec 14 or 15, says Bommai
Bengaluru, Dec 10
(IANS) In a major development, Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai on Saturday announced that the BJP
government at the Centre
will negotiate between
Karnataka and Maharashtra
on border dispute.
A
meeting
with
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shindhe under the
chairmanship of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
will be held on December 14
or 15 over the border row
between Karnataka and
Maharashtra, said Bommai.

Talking to reporters in
the Assembly here on Saturday, he said a selected MPs
from Karnataka will be
meeting Amit Shah on Monday and he has already spoken with him.
“Shah has said he will be
called when required. The
stand and the ground reality had been explained to
him and it will be once again
clarified with him when met
personally,” he said.
Bommai said an allparty meeting will be held
to discuss this issue and he
had spoken informally with

former
CM
H.D.
Kumaraswamy and Leader
of Opposition in the Assembly Siddaramaiah.
The meeting date will be
fixed in consultation with
them.
A delegation of legislators from Maharashtra had
met Union Minister Amit
Shah on Friday and sought
his intervention in connection with the border dispute
with Karnataka.
The Supreme Court is
also likely to take the matter of maintainability on the
border dispute anytime.

Delhi HC questions Centre’s policy
of excluding married candidates in
JAG
New Delhi, Dec 10 (IANS) The Delhi High Court recently granted four weeks time to the Centre to file an
affidavit explaining the reason behind the exclusion of
married candidates in the recruitment of the Judge Advocate General (JAG) department, the legal branch of
the Indian Army.
A division bench of Chief Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice Subramonium Prasad was hearing
a public interest litigation filed by Kush Kalra against the
bar on the appointment of candidates aged 21 to 27
years, both male and female, irrespective of their marital status, in the JAG department.
Initially, only married female candidates were restricted entry into JAG. Pointing out that there is no gender bias in the policy, Additional Solicitor General Chetan
Sharma on Wednesday told the court as per a fresh advertisement, even married men candidates won’t be
appointed.“We have said only for training. Because the
training is physical and mental and for the 11 months
period of training, will not allow either married men or
women. There is no gender bias. It is at par with the entire Army and is followed in all sections,” the ASG said.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi to inaugurate Mopa International Airport in
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CMYK

2

AHMEDABAD SUNDAY 11/12/2022

Editorial

Canada sets goal to conserve
30% land, water by 2030

From

Editor’s

Desk
Broom with a
view: AAP’s long
road ahead

It would do well to hold its
victories close, and its failures
closer

If the final scoreboard on Thursday showcased the
BJP’s best-ever performance in Gujarat, and the
Congress’s worst showing in the same state, it also
marked a milestone for the third contestant in the
fray. The Aam Aadmi Party, which has made Gujarat’s
bipolar contest a triangular one, is set to become a
national party, the 9th in the country, with the votes
and seats it gathered in the state.
For a party born in the arclights of a movement
against corruption in the national capital only 10
years ago, whose obituaries were written at every
step, not least because its politics has sometimes
seemed more showy and less patient, this is a significant breakthrough.
In India’s political system, the odds are stacked
against the new player and there is a high threshold
for entry and electoral viability. The AAP has put up a
determined and spirited fight to form governments
in Delhi and Punjab, and to establish a presence in
Goa and Gujarat — that’s the good news for Arvind
Kejriwal’s party. Having come this far so quickly, however, it now stares at a long haul ahead. That’s the
AAP’s formidable challenge.
In Delhi and also in Punjab, the AAP’s rise to power
was helped by popular and successful agitations that
prised open the space for a new player. The Anna
Hazare-led mobilisation against corruption set the
stage in Delhi and the over a year-long farmers’ protest against the Centre’s farm laws prepared the
ground for its sweep of Punjab.
Similar conditions did not obtain in Gujarat, the
bastion of Narendra Modi, and yet even here the
AAP’s slim pickings of 5 seats and 12.9 per cent vote
share have sent out a larger message amid the BJP’s
comprehensive win — that the people are willing to
listen to the new even if they are not yet willing to
trust it. But in the days and months ahead, the AAP
could so easily fritter away both its fragile gains in
Delhi and Punjab and the tenuous foothold in Gujarat.
Its Delhi Model — that it has made its calling card —
needs to be built and rebuilt everyday.
The AAP will have to constantly recalibrate its mix
of subsidies and handouts with longer-term initiatives and investments in health and education. In the
process, it will continue to reap the advantage of being the player with the least baggage while at the
same time contending with voter disbelief of the relatively untried and untested. So far it has skirted crucial issues and maintained strategic silences — for
instance, on the perils of majoritarianism. But going
ahead, navigating a way through identities and alliances in a diverse polity dominated by the BJP, which
gives its political opponents no quarters, will be increasingly demanding and tough.

Montreal, Dec 10 (IANS) The federal government has
set the goal of conserving 30 per cent of Canada's land
and water by 2030, because science shows that nature
needs help in order to reverse the decline in biodiversity,
better fight climate change, and maintain a strong, sustainable economy.
At the 15th Conference of the Parties (COP15) to the
UN Convention on Biological Diversity, Steven Guilbeault,
Minister of Environment and Climate Change and Minister responsible for Parks Canada Agency, on Friday announced the government is leading by example by recognizing a number of federally-managed properties for
their contribution to the federal government's conservation goals.
These federal properties will be recognized using an
international mechanism established by the International
Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), called Other
Effective area-based Conservation Measures (OECM),
which has been adopted by Canada.
OECMs achieve long-term and effective conservation

of biodiversity, even when the land is
managed for different purposes. They
are a model for how people can manage and steward the land sustainably,
in ways that allow nature to thrive,
achieving the same biodiversity results as a protected area.
Parks Canada, Natural Resources
Canada, and the National Research
Council of Canada have recognized a
total of five new OECMs on their federal land holdings.
As a result of this collective federal
effort, more than 15,000 hectares have
been added to Canada's Protected
and Conserved Areas Database, contributing to Canada's conservation
goals.This is in addition to the 21,100
hectares of OECM protected lands
from the federal government, which
began with the Department of National Defence and the recognition of
natural landscape around the Canadian Forces Base Shilo in Manitoba, in
2019.
These are the first in a series of anticipated federal OECMs that are currently under review. More are ex-

pected to be recognized and entered
into Canada's Protected and Conserved Areas Database in the coming
months. The government of Canada
will continue to work to identify and
recognize OECMs on federally-managed land and marine water, because
they play a pivotal role in understanding and documenting conservation in
Canada.Fisheries and Oceans Canada
also released the 2022 Government of
Canada guidance for recognizing marine OECMs. Replacing the interim
guidance released in 2016, the updated guidance continues to follow
scientific advice provided by the Canadian Science Advisory Secretariat; it
implements the government of
Canada's 2019 marine OECM protection standard, and aligns with the
2018 voluntary OECM guidance developed under the UN's Convention on
Biological Diversity.
Marine OECMs help protect important species and their habitats, including unique and significant aggregations of corals and sponges, making
a lasting contribution to marine

conservation.Work is underway to
determine whether Canada's current 59 marine refuges meet the
new guidance.
This collective government of
Canada contribution to biodiversity
conservation is on display while the
world is gathered in Montreal for the
COP15 that presents an opportunity
for Canada to show its leadership in
taking actions to conserve nature
and halt biodiversity loss around the
world, in partnership with Indigenous peoples, the original guardians of the land and oceans.
"The job of addressing the twin
crises of biodiversity loss and climate change is a task that requires
everyone to do their part. The federal government is leading by example, looking through all our assets to see which federal land and
water can achieve real conservation
results. These efforts are helping us
reach our goals to conserve 30 per
cent of land and inland water by
2030 -- and in this work, every effort
counts," said Guilbeault.

Sharmila continues indefinite
fast at Hyderabad residence
Earlier, Sharmila alleged that
Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao has been
throttling the voices of dissent
that rose against his
autocratic and corrupt rule
Hyderabad, Dec 10 (IANS) YSR Telangana Party
(YSRTP) president Y.S. Sharmila continued her indefinite fast for the second day on Saturday at her
residence in Hyderabad, protesting against denial
of police permission for her padyatra.
She along with her mother Y.S.Vijayamma continued the fast at their Lotus Pond residence in upscale Banjara Hills.
A large number of policemen remained deployed around their residence.
Sharmila has alleged that leaders and workers
of the party were being restrained by the police
from reaching her residence.
The YSRTP leader made it clear that she would

continue her fast till the police gave
permission for the padyatra.
Sharmila was detained by the police on Saturday after she sat on the
fast at Dr Ambedkar's statue at Tank
Bund in the heart of the city. She was
dropped at her residence.
She along with her supporters began the fast on a road near their residence. She was detained again and
was forced to move into the house.
The YSRTP leader then started her
fast in the house. Her mother also
joined her in solidarity.
Several leaders and workers of
YSRTP were arrested and shifted to police stations on Saturday. Party spokesman A. Somanna took ill at Bollarum
police station. He was shifted to the
police station.
Earlier, Sharmila alleged that Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao has
been throttling the voices of dissent
that rose against his autocratic and
corrupt rule
"It is deplorable to note how a person sitting in the seat of a chief minister can be so dictatorial, rather than be
reasonable and fair.
Our padyatra is a mission to expose
tyrannical rule and a platform for the

hapless people to air their concerns
and problems. The padayatra has
never failed in maintaining camaraderie and peace, all along its 3,500 km
of journey, adhering to law and order
and within the democratic setup," she
said.
She claimed that KCR, as the Chief
Minister is popularly known, and his
partymen realised that the padyatra
had completely exposed their failures
and foul games.
"YSR Telangana Party is today a
threat to KCR and his BRS and they
have bitterly turned against us, having realized this changing course of
public opinion, steered by YSR
Telangana Party.
There have been continuous attempts to scuttle the yatra and demoralize us? If you are not scared of
the changing public mood and the
growing strength of YSRTP, then why
these attacks?" she asked.
BRS workers had allegedly attacked Sharmila's padyatra at
Narsampet in Warangal district on November 28.
Protesting against some remarks
made by Sharmila against local TRS
MLA, the protesters had set afire her

bus and pelted stones on other
vehicles. Later, police arrested
Sharmila as she refused to call
off the padyatra in view of the
tense situation in the area.
Police had shifted Sharmila
to Hyderabad.
The next day, she was arrested again amid high drama
while leading a protest march
towards the Chief Minister's official residence.
She was driving a car damaged in the attack and wanted
to stage a protest in front of
the residence.
The police, however,
stopped her enroute. When
she refused to come out of the
car, the vehicle was towed to a
police station.
The sister of Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy later tried
to resume the yatra from the
same place but the police denied permission citing violation of the conditions laid
down while granting permission earlier.
-

Say hello to an emerging breed of independent, resilient women entrepreneurs
Mumbai, Gender conversations are
increasingly becoming a norm across
the world, driving people to rethink
how different industries and organizations can make room for more women
to grow and succeed. Direct Selling is
among the leading industries to walk
the talk by creating increasing opportunities for women to turn into entrepreneurs and thrive. In fact, according
to the annual survey 2020-21 of the
Indian Direct Selling Association, the
number of active direct sellers grew to
7.9 million, with 47% of them being
women. Associate V Partner Shipra
Neeraj: QNET Entrepreneur said So,
what are the key advantages Direct
Selling has to offer for women who
aspire to start their own businesses?
It’s an absence of significant barriers
like lack of capital, time, and upskilling.
It’s the reason why more women are
making the decision to turn direct
sales into an opportunity for success

that does not compromise on worklife balance, familial values, or personal
growth. In 2021, a staggering 74.4% of
direct selling representatives were
women. Whether a woman dreams of
building a multimillion-dollar business
or simply wants to earn enough extra
income to send her daughter to dance
lessons, direct selling opens the door
for her.
Let’s go behind-the-scenes to understand the other aspects that make
Direct Selling popular – and lucrative
– for women entrepreneurs.
A distribution model that thrives
on independence
A study by SBI and YouGov in early
2022 found that being financially independent ranks among the top three
priorities of women in India. Patriarchal concepts, unpaid labour, safety
and earning power are everyday concerns of most of these women.
When a women venture into busi-

ness, they’re already carrying millennia of oppression within them. However, when they walk through the
doors of Direct Selling, they can leave
that baggage behind; because it’s an
avenue where entrepreneurialminded people build a business of
their own with low start-up and overhead costs, fueled by passion, profits
and a desire to sell great products and
services. Direct Selling is an ecosystem
of entrepreneurs who support each
other on their growth journey. The
women get to work with legitimate
direct selling companies that sell everything – from household goods,
beauty tools and supplements, to various other consumer products.
Being more socially active, women
can also engage with their vast network of friends and neighbours to
demonstrate and sell products. By allowing them to leverage their existing
social and entrepreneurial skills, Direct

Selling not only gives them the confidence in their ability to sell, but also
gradually and carefully helps them
break away from the many limiting
beliefs that hold them back from experiencing financial freedom.
Low capital investments = greater
possibility of building a thriving business
Challenges in funding – like
smaller loan amounts for women entrepreneurs and a falsehood that
phones, banks, and services are too
smart for women – limit how much
women can invest in their business
and stunts their potential. Direct selling provides women with the products and materials needed to start
earning money immediately, with
minimal costs. According to the Global Entrepreneurship Monitor, the low
entry cost of direct selling empowers
women in impoverished regions to
lead the world with the highest entre-

preneurial activity rates. When compared to retail investments, direct selling costs represent a fraction of the
costs of renting store space and purchasing inventory to start the store.
Freedom to decide their schedule
and priorities
The struggle to balance personal/
familial commitments and running a
business is real and only become more
serious with the pandemic, especially
for women who are also mothers.
Direct Selling sits on the other side
of this spectrum. Even though it requires the same commitment and effort as other business models, the industry enables women to determine
their own schedules. They can fit her
work around her other commitments.
The added convenience of technology
and e-commerce provides them with
flexibility and independence to build
the business at their own pace.
When it comes to resilience too,

Human activity devastating
marine species: IUCN Red List

Montreal, Dec 10 (IANS) The update
to the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species highlights a barrage of threats affecting marine species, including illegal and unsustainable fishing, pollution, climate change and disease.
Population of dugongs -- large herbivorous marine mammals -- and 44
per cent of all abalone shellfish species
enter the IUCN Red List as threatened
with extinction; the pillar coral has deteriorated to critically endangered due
to accumulated pressures.
The IUCN Red List now includes
150,388 species, of which 42,108 are
threatened with extinction. More than
1,550 of the 17,903 marine animals and
plants assessed are at risk of extinction,
with climate change impacting at least
41 per cent of threatened marine species.
"Today's IUCN Red List update reveals a perfect storm of unsustainable
human activity decimating marine life
around the globe. As the world looks
to the ongoing UN biodiversity confer-

ence to set the course for nature recovery, we simply cannot afford to fail,"
said Bruno Oberle, IUCN Director General.
"We urgently need to address the
linked climate and biodiversity crises,
with profound changes to our economic systems, or we risk losing the
crucial benefits the oceans provide us
with."
Abalone species are sold as some
of the world's most expensive seafood,
with unsustainable extraction and
poaching primary threats compounded by climate change, disease
and pollution.
Twenty of the world's 54 abalone
species are now threatened with extinction, according to the first global
Red List assessment of these species.
In South Africa, poaching by criminal networks, many connected to the
international drugs trade, have devastated population of the endangered
perlemoen abalone (Haliotis
midae).Increasingly frequent and se-

vere marine heatwaves have caused
mass mortalities, killing 99 per cent of
Roe's abalones (H. roei) in its most
therly reaches of Western Australia in 2011.
Marine heatwaves have exacerbated abalone diseases worldwide, affecting the critically endangered black
abalone (H. cracherodii) in California
and Mexico, and the vulnerable green
ormer (H. tuberculata), found from the
English Channel to thwest Africa and
the Mediterranean.
Marine heatwaves also kill the algae that abalones depend on for food.
Pollution from agricultural and industrial run-off cause harmful algal
blooms, which have eliminated the
endangered Omani abalone (H.
mariae), a commercial species found
in the Arabian Peninsula, across half
of its range. Toxins such as antifouling
boat paint further deplete population.
"Abalones reflect humanity's disastrous guardianship of our oceans
in microcosm: overfishing, pollution,
disease, habitat loss, algal blooms,
warming and acidification, to name
but a few threats. They really are the
canary in the coalmine," said Howard
Peters, member of the IUCN SSC Mollusc Specialist Group and research associate at the University of York, UK,
who led the abalone assessment.
"The most immediate action
people can take is to eat only farmed
or sustainably sourced abalones. En-

forcing fishery quotas and anti-poaching measures is also critical. However,
we need to halt the changes to ocean
chemistry and temperature to preserve marine life, including abalone
species over the long term."
Dugong population in East Africa
and New Caledonia have entered the
IUCN Red List as critically endangered
and endangered respectively; the species remains vulnerable globally.
There are now fewer than 250 mature individuals in East Africa and under 900 in New Caledonia.The primary
threats are unintentional capture in
fishing gear in East Africa and poaching in New Caledonia, and boat injuries in both locations.
In East Africa, oil and gas exploration and production, bottom trawling,
chemical pollution and unauthorised
coastal development are damaging
and destroying the seagrasses that
dugongs depend on for food.
The degradation and loss of
seagrasses in New Caledonia is the result of agricultural run-off, pollution
from nickel mining and coastal development, and damage from boat anchors. The impacts of climate change
present a threat throughout the dugongs wide range.
Strengthening community-led
fisheries governance and expanding
work opportunities beyond fishing are
key in East Africa, where marine ecosystems are fundamental to people's
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food security and livelihoods, said
Evan Trotzuk, who led the East Africa
Red List assessment.
"Further, the creation of additional
conserved areas in areas where dugongs live, particularly around Bazaruto
Archipelago National Park, would also
empower local communities and
other stakeholders to find, implement,
and benefit from solutions that halt
long-term decline in dugong abundance, as well as in seagrass extent and
quality."
The pillar coral (Dendrogyra
cylindrus), found throughout the Caribbean from the Yucatan Peninsula
and Florida to Trinidad and Tobago,
has moved from vulnerable to critically
endangered on the IUCN Red List, after its population shrunk by more than
80 per cent across most of its range
since 1990.The most urgent threat is
stony coral tissue loss disease, which
has emerged in the past four years and
is highly contagious, infecting between 90 and 100 metre of reef per
day.
Bleaching caused by increased sea
surface temperatures and excess antibiotics, fertilisers and sewage running into the sea have weakened corals and made them more susceptible
to disease.Overfishing around coral
reefs has depleted the number of grazing fish, allowing algae to dominate
and putting further pressure on corals.--IANS

both, direct selling and women have
this one characteristic to rely on. The
Direct Selling model adapts quickly
and efficiently to changes in market
conditions – even the pandemic –
while providing consumers with the
products they want. During the peak
of COVID-19, a new generation of direct sellers was able to harness mobile
technology and e-commerce to discover new opportunities in this timetested distribution model.
As many industries have struggled
during the COVID-19 pandemic, direct
selling set record sales in 2020 of
US$76 billion in Asia alone, according
to the 2021 WFDSA report. Countries
such as India and Kazakhstan demonstrated some of the highest year-onyear growth in the region. The global
direct sales industry was worth more
than US$180 billion. And – no surprises
here – women are generating an overwhelming portion of this wealth.

Iran, EAEU finalise
talks on free trade of
over 7,500
commodities: Iranian
official
Tehran, Dec 10 (IANS) Iran announced the finalisation of negotiations between the Islamic republic and the Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU) on bilateral free
trade of over more than 7,500
commodity items, Tasnim news
agency reported.
Mirhadi Seyyedi, the Head of
Iran's negotiating group with the
EAEU, said on Friday that during 30
rounds of talks with the EAEU over
the past two years, the dimensions
of the free trade agreement were
discussed and the agreement was
reached, which has the largest coverage in terms of goods coverage.
The agreement will go
through the approval procedure
of the parliaments of the countries
involved before being implemented, he added.
Seyyedi noted that bilateral
trade between Iran and the EAEU
is currently in the field of agricultural items.
Iran's imports from the EAEU
mostly focused on cereals and oilseeds, while Iran exports apples,
citrus fruits and products of greenhouses to the EAEU member
states with zero tariffs, Xinhua
news agency reported.
By expanding the agreement,
more than 7,500 items of goods
will be traded, he said, without further elaboration.

In the news
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Hema Malini was expecting Esha
Deol while filming ‘Satte Pe Satta’

Mumbai, Dec 10 (IANS)
Veteran Bollywood actress
Hema Malini recalled shooting in Kashmir for the 1982
action-comedy film‘Satte Pe
Satta’ and said the most special thing about it was that
she was expecting Esha
Deol.She said: “Everyone
likes this movie. I enjoyed it
a lot while shooting. I got to
know that there are 7 brothers in the movie, and all the
actors who were playing the
role of these 7 brothers
namely Sachin, Shakti
Kapoor, Kanwaljit, and
Sudhir, etc, all used to be
very mischievous in the sets,
and big brother was the
bossy one. It was all very interesting. My first scene was
when I entered he said “I
only have one brother.”
She added more about
the entire shooting experience, saying:“But eventually,
they came into the house
one after another and created chaos in the house by
throwing things, and I got
shocked, considering that
he lied to me and has seven
brothers, not one. All these
scenes were amazing. The
most beautiful thing about
‘Satte pe Satta’ was that I
was expecting Esha. “

Hema is coming with
her daughter Esha Deol on
the singing reality show ‘Indian Idol 13’ where she enjoyed performances dedicated to her and talked
about her movies and
shared a few interesting stories and anecdotes.
Hema is a trained
Bharatanatyam dancer and
she worked in a number of
hit films such as ‘Johnny
Mera Naam’, ‘Seeta Aur
Geeta’, ‘Raja Jani’, ‘Dard’,
‘Kudrat’,‘Andaz’,‘Hum Dono’,
‘Prem Nagar’,‘Jugnu’, among
others. She acted opposite
many superstars like Rajesh
Khanna,
Dharmendra,
Amitabh Bachchan, and
others.While talking about
‘Satte Pe Satta’, she shared

Get ready to welcome the playful,
jolly, and mad family PaJaMa –into
the world of Sony YAY!
Mumbai, Get ready to meet a family who is playful, jolly,
and mad in their own unique way. The‘PaJaMa’family is the
latest edition to the Sony YAY! bouquet. This rib – tickling
fiesta is an endearing slapstick comedy series that follows
the misadventures of Ja, a
naughty kid who finds
happiness and excitement in the smallest joys
of life. He is joined by his
Pa, who brings the essence of comedy to their
daily lives, and Ma who
keeps the family together
with her love and a problemsolving nature.
Every family has its quirks, - from a common fight over
the remote control, or in deciding a birthday venue and
many more. Meet this strange, yet lovable family of three
living in the fictional town of Golgol, who can’t wait to take
you on their daily escapades with birthday celebrations, flying kites and road trips turning into bumpy misadventures.

about shooting at different
locations in Kashmir and
calls the place a ‘paradise’.
“This movie’s shoot was in
Kashmir, and at that time
Srinagar was so beautiful as
there was a farmhouse near
the Oberoi hotel, and that’s
where we stayed. We also
shot in Gulmarg and
Pahalgam. I must say that
Kashmir is ‘Jannat’ and the
Kashmiri people are lovely.”
Judged by Vishal
Dadlani, Neha Kakkar, and
Himesh Reshammiya, ‘Indian Idol 13’ airs on Sony Entertainment Television.

(Estd.-1982)
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Los Angeles, Dec 10
(IANS) Singer-songwriterhitmaker Taylor Swift is set
to leave the audience 'enchanted' (pun intended)
with her foray into feature
filmmaking.
She has written an original script, which will be produced by the Oscar-winning
studio beh i n d
'Nomadland'
and
'The
Shape of Water', reports
Variety. Other
key details,
like a plot and
casting, are
being kept under wraps until a later date, but landing
the project from one of the
world's most successful musicians is a coup."Taylor is a
once-in-a-generation artist
and storyteller. It is a genuine joy and privilege to collaborate with her as she
embarks on this exciting
and new creative journey,"
said Searchlight presidents
David Greenbaum and Matthew Greenfield.

According to Variety,
Swift recently became the
only solo artist ever to be
honoured with two best direction awards at the MTV
VMAs for her work on 'All
Too Well: The Short Film' and
'The Man'. Swift is an 11time Grammy winner and
the only female artist to win
album of the
year on three
different occasions. In October, Swift
released 'Midnights', her
10th studio
album.The
14-minute
production of 'All Too Well:
The Short Film', which Swift
wrote and directed,
screened at the 2022 Tribeca
Film Festival and Toronto International Film Festival.
Swift has also acted on
screen, appearing in
'Valentine's Day', 'Cats' and,
this year, in David O. Russell's
'Amsterdam'. The latter two
films were notorious bombs,
but Swift only had small
roles in them.--IANS

Aayush welcomes Jagapathi Babu in
‘#AS04’: He is an incredible actor

Mumbai, Dec 10 (IANS)
Vetera
n
Telugu
star
Jagapathi
Babu
has
boarded the cast of
Bollywood actor Aayush
Sharma’s upcoming feature
film.
In a statement, Aayush
welcomes Jagapathi Babu:“I
am an ardent follower of cinema
across languages
and have always admired Jagapathi
Babu sir’s work. He is
an incredible actor
and enjoys a huge
fan following not
just down South but
nationwide as well.”
“The moment that the
script was ready, I was very
certain I wanted to request
Jagapathi sir to be a part of
the film because we could
only envision him playing
this role. Can’t wait to unveil

A H M E D A B A D

Ãkrh{÷
nkuÂMÃkx÷

Taylor Swift to make directorial
debut with her original script

a totally new side of him in
AS04. I am truly blessed to
have gotten the opportunity to not only share screen
space with him but also
learn from him everytime
we are on the sets together.”
Talking about his association with Aayush Sharma

for AS04, Jagapathi Babu
said,“AS04 is a very interesting film, despite being
guided by an extremely exciting and refreshing approach, it is predominantly
held by the fundamental
traits of a typical Indian

*

'Pathaan' director: 'Wanted to present
Deepika in her most glam avatar ever'
Mumbai, Dec 10 (IANS)
'Pathaan' director Siddharth
Anand said that the makers
wanted to present Deepika
in her most glamorous avatar yet in the upcoming
actioner.
The director said:
"Deepika Padukone, apart
from being a fantastic actor
who has grown with each
film, is also the hottest actress of our country. Casting
her for the character in the
film was as organic as it
could get. She can be vulnerable and yet very, very
sexy just effortlessly."

MkkhýøkktXLkwt ykuÃkhuþLk ykÄwrLkf
÷u«kuMfkuÃkef ÃkæÄríkÚke fhðk{kt ykðþu.
{uzeõ÷u{ rð{k Äkhfku {kxu
fuþ÷uMk Mkkhðkh MkwrðÄk WÃk÷çÄ.

Disclaimer
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sales proposition.

"So, when you have her
in the film, you have to
present her in a way that
does complete justice to
her."
He added: "I wanted to
present her in her most
glam avatar ever. That became a mission for the team
and me. So, for Besharam
Rang, when she is in a visually stunning coastal town
of Europe, dancing with
Shah Rukh Khan, we decided to just maximise how
hot DP could look on screen!
And the result will be un-

Palash Sen's
latest song
'Kesariya Baalma'
was recorded 17
years ago

veiled when you see this
amazing song."
'Pathaan' is part of
Aditya Chopra's spy universe and has the biggest
superstars of the country Shah Rukh Khan, Deepika
Padukone and John
Abraham - in it. The adrenaline pumping, visually extravagant film presents
Shah Rukh Khan as a guntoting spy with a license to
kill.
'Pathaan' is set to release
on January 25, 2023 in Hindi,
Tamil and Telugu.

Bappi Lahiri's 12-year-old
grandson releases new album

Mumbai, Dec 10 (IANS)
Singer Palash Sen has come
out with a new romantic
number 'Kesariya Baalma',
which he was written and
composed 18 years ago and
recorded a year after that.
Band
Euphoria's
'Kesariya Baalma' is a love
story in the backdrop of
Jaisalmer's balmy afternoons, where Palash is seen
wheeling away his ladylove
through the city's dusty
roads on an old school Bajaj
Chetak as a rustic and heroesque tour guide - Gulab
Singh.
Palash has donned the
director's hat once again,
with the rest of the band
members doubling up as
crew. He said: "This song was
written and composed 18
years back -recorded 17
years back - took me 17
years to conceptualise and
release it the way I wanted
to. Was written in a moment
for that moment.
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masala genre, making it a
promising entertainer. I am
immensely glad Aayush and
the team of AS04 approached me, and I discovered the gem of a performer
that Aayush is, the hard
work, dedication and knowledge that he brings to the
table is truly remarkable and
I am truly enjoying every
moment of working with
hiFollowed by the announcement, was the unveiling of his co-actor,
wherein Aayush launches
Former Miss India United
Continents 2015, debutante
Sushrii Mishraa.
Aayush is not only making headlines for his backto-back projects but also the
style of his announcements,
as the actor adapted the
South Indian style of title
reveal for the tentatively
unnamed films.
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Mumbai, Dec 10 (IANS)
Singer Swastik Bansal, professionally known as Rego B
is the grandson of India's
Disco King, late Bappi Lahiri.
Rego launched the first
song in the album titled 'Superstitious x Rego' which is
a collection of songs that are
covers of glob
a
l
chartbusters.
He has
shot the album with a
live
band.
Talking about
the same, he
said: "No one
has ever released an album
full of Justin Bieber, Freddie
Mercury, Adele, Stevie Wonder, Charlie Puth, Bruno Mars
and Bryan Adams, all the
legends in the international
music scenes and many
more globally renowned
artists songs."

*

He further mentioned: "I
am very happy to do it. I believe my grandfather is
watching me and blessing
me that today I am doing
good work".
Rego, who is just twelve
years old, entered the Indian
music scene with his single
'Bachcha Party'
which crossed 5
million views and
has also made an
appearance with
his grandfather
on the Salman
Khan-hosted television show 'Bigg
Boss', 'Sa Re Ga
Ma Pa', 'Dance India Dance'
with Madhuri Dixit Nene
and 'Indian Idol' where he
sang 'Disco Dancer'. grandparents Bansari Lahiri - the
first lady musician, Bappi
Lahiri, Rema (Bappi Lahiri's
daughter) and Bappa Lahiri
(his father).
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AMTS sacks driver found drunk
Ahmedabad : After a video of an AMTS driver in
a drunken state went viralon social media platforms,
AMTS authorities sacked the driver on Friday and
threatened to take a punitive action against the bus
operating firm.
In the video that went viral, the driver is seen
drunk and a person is heard saying that the driver
of AMTS bus on route number 49, Adinathnagar to
Ghuma villages, was driving the bus rashly risking
the lives of commuters and passengersin the bus. R
L Pandey, the transport manager of the AMTS said
that the driver has been sacked and the authority
is in the process of filing a police complaint against
him. “We will also slap a fine on the operating
agency,” Pandey said.

Stick to nursing recruitment
rules : NMC to hospitals
Ahmedabad : After getting complaints about
government and private hospitals not following the
rules while recruiting nursing staff, the National
Medical Commission (NMC) recently issued a circular to all government hospitals, to strictly adhere to
recruitment rulles.
According to sources, the Nursing Council of India and NMC have framed rules for recruitment of
nursing staff, which includes eligibility criteria.
Sources said the circular says hospitals can only recruit candidates as nursing staff who have studied
at government-approved nursing colleges.

Gold price at 28-month high of
Rs 55,000
Ahmedabad : With increasing economic instability and geopolitical uncertainty, the price of gold
hit a peak of Rs 55,700 per 10g in the Ahmedabad
market on Friday.
In the International market, spot gold prices rose
to $1,801.5 a troy ounce at 6pm on Friday, according to the World Gold Council (WGC). The price of
gold thus touched a 28-month high in the
Ahmedabad market.The last time prices were at this
level was August 4, 2020, when gold cost Rs 55,700
per 10g.
The price of gold had reached its all time high
of Rs 58,000 per 10g in the Ahmedabad market on
August 7,2020. Analysts say if the current situtaion
persists, gold could hit record highs.“The economic
situtaion across the globe has pushed central banks
to invest heavily in gold. Consequently, prices of the
yellow metal are rising,” Haresh Acharya, director,
India Bullion and Jewellers’ Association (IBJA). The
constant increase in prices is a worry for jewellers
and bullion traders, as demand will be limited. “In
the past fortnight some customers have been coming in with fixed budgets for purchase of wedding
jewellery. The volume of fresh gold sold has
dropped dramatically as most jewellery purchases
take place in exchange for old gold. Effective volumes are thus down,” said Manoj Soni, an
Ahmedabad-based jeweller.

Primary schools to start
internal evaluation on
December 17
Ahmedabad : On Friday, the Gujarat Council of
Educational Research and Training (GCERT) announced the second term schedule of evaluation
tests for primary school students. The government.
run and grant-in-aid primary schools will conduct
question bank-based evaluation twice a month in
December, January and March.
In February, the schools will conduct three internal evaluation. Going by the schedule, the evaluations will begin from December 17 and by April 1,
about 10 evaluations will be conducte for students
of Class 3-8. The GCERT will sent the question banks
to schools on the day of the test, based on which
the schools will draft question papers. GCERT has
come up with this system to ensure there are no
paper leaks.The department had earlier announced
unit tests for primary schools However, many school
administrations had objected to it .So, changed the
decision and introduced the question bankbased
evalutation.

Cop duped of Rs 63k in loan
swindle
Ahmedabad : A 25-year-old woman constable
with Rakhial police has filed a police complaint stating that she has been cheated of Rs 63,199 with the
lure of a personal loan of Rs 20 lakh.
Kiran Dabhi, a resident of Bombay Housing Police Line, said in her FIR that she wanted a personal
loan of Rs 20 lakh to renovate her house in her native place in Belda village in Talaja taluka of
Bhavnagar district.
Dabhi discussed the matter with her brother
Sanjay, who searched for financial firms and sent
her the details. On September 9, she called a number given by her brother.
She said that the man she spoke to sought her
identity details. She sent him the pictures of her
Aadhaar card, PAN card, and police identity card.
According to the FIR Dabhi was told that she
would have to pay a processing fee and she deposited Rs 63,199 through six online transactions. Later,
the man asked her to pay Rs 22,930 more. But when
she refused to do so, the man disconnected the call
and went incommunicado.
Rakhial police has filed a case under the charges
of breach of trust and cheating. The Information
Technology Act has been invoked as well.

CM Tenders Resignation Along
With His Cabinet
Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel tendered his resignation along with his entire cabinet
on Friday to pave the way for formation of a new
government in the state after the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) won a landslide victory in the just
concluded Assembly elections.
A meeting of the newly-elected BJP MLAs will
be held on Saturday morning to pick a new leader,
who will eventually become the next chief minister, and Patel appears set to return for a second term
in office.
Senior BJP leaders Rajnath Singh, B S
Yediyurappa and Arjun Munda will be observers for
the legislative party meeting in Gandhinagar.
The party has already announced that the
swearing-in ceremony of the new government will
take place on December 12, where Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah will
be present along with chief ministers of BJP-ruled
states.The BJP registered a historic victory in Gujarat
by clinching 156 seats in the 182-member House
on Thursday, much higher than its tally of 99 seats
in 2017. Patel, accompanied by Gujarat BJP president C R Paatil and party’s chief whip Pankaj Desai,
handed over his resignation to Governor Acharya
Devvrat at the Raj Bhavan in Gandhinagar.
This was just a formality as the party has already
announced that Patel (60), who won a second
straight term from the Ghatlodia Assembly seat in
Ahmedabad district by 1.92 lakh votes, will remain
chief minister. On Thursday, the state BJP president
had reiterated that Patel would continue to occupy
the top post and his swearing-in ceremony would
be held on December 12.
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Tribal begins in 2019 custodial death case
Vadodara : THREE YEARS
after Babu Shaikh, a 65-yearold migrant from Telangana
was killed in an alleged case
of custodial death at the
Fatehgunj police station in
Vadodara on December
10,2019, the trial in the case
commenced on December
2 in the court of the principal district and sessions
judge MR Mengedey of
Vadodara.
According to lawyers of
Shaikh’s
family,
a
prosectuon panch witness
in the case deposed in the
court on December 2. The
prosecution is likely to produce a second panch witness on the next hearing on
December 14.
On August 10 this year,
Shaikh’s son Salim approached the Gotri police

station citing a death threat
issued against him by one of
the six accused police personnel, Rajesh Savji Gadchar
alias Raju Rabari, on the
court premises, in the presence of jail police.
Salim also submitted an
affidavit the court seeking
expedition of trial in the
case. In his application to the
court in August, Salim said
that the “accused had been
delaying the process by not
appearing before the cout...
on the pretext of medical
emergencies in judical custody”.
Nisar, who arrived in
Vadodara sell bedsheets, allegedly went missing on
December 10, 2019, after he
was apprehended in the
fulwadi are by the fatehgunj
police station on suspicion

of theft.
On October 21 and November 3 this year, the CID
conducted extensive search
operations after dredging
the Narmada main canal in
Vadodara and also made
multiple inquiries in villages
in the catchment areas of
Mahisagar river, where the
accused are suspected to
have burnt the body. However, it yielded no result.
In a sealed cover report
filed before the bench on
December 1, 2020, the CID
said that Nisar “has expired
and his body is yet to be recovered”.
The CID said in the report to the HC that eight accused policemen six of who
are in judicial custody, under
charges of murder and destroying evidence, have

been “non-cooperative”. On
November 25, 2020, the
State Crime Investigation
Department (CID) had filed
a 900-page primary
chargesheet
in
the
Vadodara court against the
six arrested policemen inspector DB Gohil, sub-inspector DM Rabari and Lok
Rakshak Dal jawans Pankaj
Mavjibhai,
Yogendra
jilansinh, Rajiv Savjibhai and
Hitesh Shambubhai.
The chargesheet also
booked two more cops as
accused then sub-inspector
Dilipsinh Rathod and assistant head constable Mahesh
Rathwa who were attached
to the Fatehgunj poilce station. While Rathwa was arrested and later released on
bail, Rathod has been declared an absconder.

Surat ACB nabs I&B assitant
director and clerk on graft charges

Surat : THE SURAT Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) on
Friday arrested the Assistant Director of the Information
and Broadcasting (I&B) Department and his junior clerk
for accepting a bribe of Rs 2.70 lakh from the owner of a
local vernacular paper, who demanded renewal of
governemtn advertisements.
The owner of a local vernacular newspaper of Surat
applied for the renewal of governemtn display advertisements to be published in his newpaper. The ACB official said Kavsinghbhai Parmar, Assistant Director of the
Information and Broadcasting Department at Nanpura,
demanded Rs 5.40 lakh for approval of the renewal application. The newpaper owner agreed to the demand
and later contacted the Surat ACB and lodged a complaint in this regard.
Acting on the complaint, ACB officials laid a trap and
sent the complainant with the part amount of Rs 2.70
lakh to Parmar. On behalf of the Assistant Director, his
junior clerk Satish Jadav reached Swastik Xeroz office at
Nanpura and allegedly collected the bribe amount on
Friday evening.
The ACB officials caught him red-handed. Jadav said
the money was for Parmar, who was later arrested. Both
the accused were brought to the Surat ACB office where
they were further interrogated.

Expiry of e-way bill not
HC to take up Sabarmati
grounds to seize vehicle: HC
pollution issue again

Ahmedabad : The
Gujarat high court ordered the central goods
and sevices tax department to release a truck
with the goods in it and
quashed the demand
notice issued, after the
vehicle was intercepted
and seized on the
grounds that the validity
of the e-way bill for the
goods it carried had expired.
The high court
quashed the demand
notice of Rs 7.53lakh and
ordered that the truck
and goods worth Rs 24
lakh in it be released,
with the observation
that the validity period
of the e-way bill had expired, but there was no
fraudulent intent on the
part of the company to
evade tax.
This case involved
the goods of Shree

Govind Alloys Pvt Ltd.
The truck carrying its
goods. was an inoperable
condition.

The goods were to be
delivered by October 17 but
could not be delivered in
time. During an inspection
on October 19, the officer
found that the e-way bill
had expired. The goods and
truck were seized by GST officials, and on November 22,
a demand notice for Rs 7.53
lakh was issued to the company.
The company ap-

proached the HC through
advocate Hemal Shah,
where the GST department tried to justify its action saying the e-way bill
had expired 41 hours before the interception.
There was no satisfactory
reason for not updating
the e-way bill, the department submitted.
After hearing the case,
the bench of Justice Sonia
Gokhani and Justice
Mauna Bhatt said that the
release of goods of conveyance and transit
thorugh the GST autority
concerned was 41 hours
after the expiry of e-way
bill, but there was no
fruadulent intention behind this and this was not
a case of attempted tax
evasion.
The bench ordered
the officials to relese the
truck and quashed the
demand notice as well.

Ahmedabad : The
Gujarat high court has decided to hear the PIL on
Sabarmati river pollution on
December 16, eight months
after it heard the issue at
length in April.
The litigation was
placed on the back burner
after the elevation of Justice
J B Pardiwala to the Supreme Court in May. In 2021,
Justice Pardiwala had taken
suo motu cognizance of a
news report about the malfunctioning of the Pirana
Sewage Treatment Plant
(STP) which resulted in the
release of untreated wastewater into the Sabarmati
river increasing water pollution.
Amicus curiae Hemang
Shah requested the bench
of Justice Sonia Gokani and
Justice V D Nanavati on Friday to hear the PIL, which resulted in the closure of more

Suspended inspector booked for
‘torturing’ Unjha businessman
Rakot : A POLICE inspector of the Detection of Crime
Branch (DCB) of Rajkot city
police who is under suspension and a former sub-inspector with the Rajkot
Crime Brnach were booked
Thursday for allegedly restraining a businessman
and torturing him while
forcing him to surrender a
property document.
Based on a complaint by
businessman Mahesh Patel
from Unjha town in
Mehsana district, an FIR was
registered at Pradyuman
Nagar police station against
DCB inspector Viral Gadhvi
and former PSI Upendra
Jograna. Patel has named

Gadhvi and Jograna and
others as accused. The police officers were booked
under various sections of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
for wrongful restraint, voluntarily causing hurt to extort confession or information about property, wrongful confinement to extort
property. wrongful confinement to extort confession or
compel restoration of property, public servant disobeying law with, intentional insult with intent to provoke
breach of the peace, criminal intimidation and acts
done by several persons
infurtherance of common
intent. Patel told police that

Telangana governor shocked over
woman’s kidnap in Hyderabad
Hyderabad, Dec 10
(IANS) Telangana Governor
Tamilisai Soundararajan has
said that she was shocked
over the daylight kidnap of
a woman from her residence hours before her engagement.
The governor took to
Twitter to react to Friday’s
incident after the visuals of
the dramatic kidnapping of
a woman by a group of
about 50 men went viral on
social media.
“Shocked to see the incidence. Concerned about
the safety of the women kidnapped. Assure her family
that the culprits will booked
as per law,” the governor
tweeted.

The governor requested
the Director General of Police (DGP) to take necessary
action to safeguard the family and the girl.
She was reacting to a
comment by a Twitter user,
who posted the video of the
incident that occurred at
Adibatla on the outskirts of
Hyderabad. A 24-year-old
dentistry student was kidnapped by henchmen of a
man, who claimed to have
married her last year. The
youngsters, most of them
armed with sticks, stones
and iron rods, barged into
the house and forcibly took
away the woman whose engagement was scheduled
later in the day.

Jograna and a few others
who claimed to be Crime
Branch sleuths brought him
to Rajkot from Unjha on
January 21 to take hold of
the original agreement-tosell deed pertaining to 30
acres of land in Raiya area of
Rajkot. One person named
Rajesh Jasani executed the
deed to sell the land to Patel
who paid Rs 5 crore, he
stated in the complaint. Police said that Jograna and
“Others” picked Patel from
his office in Unjha, took him
to Unjha police station and
then took him to Rajkot in a
private car, saying they
wanted to question him in
connection with an“applica-

Ahmedabad : AHEAD OF
IPL auctions, Gujarat Titans
held players trials at their
home ground- Narendra
Modi stadium-in Motera
here to scout replacement
for 3-4 players released by
the team. The trials were
conducted for two days on
Thursday and Friday and
featured cricketers from
India’s domestic circuit.“The
nature of the sport is such
that despite winning, we
have released 3-4 players.
Alterations (in the team) will
be minimal. We have released two fast bowlers, so
we will be looking to incor-

Surat at 16.17/16.22 hrs,
Vadodara at 18.01/18.06 hrs,
Anand at 18.40/18.42 hrs,
Nadiad at 18.59/19.01 hrs,
Ahmedabad at 20.00/20.10
hrs, Mahesana at 21.35/
21.37 hrs, Palanpur at 22.57/
23.12 hrs, Disa at 23.36/
23.38 hrs, Bhildi at 23.54/
23.56 hrs, Diyodar at 00.16/
00.18 hrs, Radhanpur at
00.55/00.57 hrs, Adesar at
01.55/01.57 hrs, Samakhiali
at 03.09/03.11 hrs, Bhachau
at 03.27/03.29 hrs and
Gandhidham at 04.15/04.35
hrs. In the return direction,
Train No. 12966 Bhuj –
Bandra Terminus Superfast
Express will depart from
Bhuj at 17.40 hrs and arrive/
depart at Gandhidham at
18.40/19.00 hrs. There will
be no change in timings between Gandhidham and
Bandra Terminus.
This will be effective
from 10th February, 2023.
Passengers kindly take note
that the Thursday trips of

Train No. 12965 Bandra Terminus – Gandhidham Superfast Express w.e.f 9th
February, 2023 and onwards
have been cancelled and
passengers who have
booked their tickets for this
train are eligible for full refund on cancellation of tickets. This train will run with
revised timings & day of run
from Tuesday, 7th February,
2023. Passengers desiring to
travel by Train No 12965
Bandra Terminus - Bhuj for
the trip of Tuesday 7th February, 2023 and onwards can
book fresh ticket subject to
availability.
The booking of Train No.
12965 which will run with
the revised day w.e.f 7th
February, 2023 will open
from 12th December, 2022
at PRS counters & on IRCTC
website. For detailed information regarding timings of
halts and composition, passengers may please visit
www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in
CMYK

porate two replacements,”
said Ashish Nehra, head
coach of Gujarat Titans,
while interacting with reporters at the stadium on
Friday. Talking about the trials held at the stadium
where a total of 52 players
appeared, Nehra said :
“These are players who did
well on the domestic circuit.
This was a chance to take a
closer look at them. We have
shortlisted 40-50 players for
the trials. But we have only
2-3 slots for Indian players.”
He said details of players
who participated at the trials were confidential. In the

consider Ashima’s application, which is to be made ina
day, for permission to have
a discharge connection with
the Mega.
An environmentalist
and a member of the HCappointed Joint Task Committee, Rohit Prajapati, has
raised questions about the
Mega pipeline’s compliance
with environmental norms.
He said that even though it
is claimed that the Mega
pipeline’s trade effluents are
treated perfectly at the common effluent treatment
plants (CETPs), the values of
treated effluent in the outfall in the river tell a different story.
Prajapti further submitted that the issue with
monitoring the Mega pipeline is that there is nobody
who can be held accountable for non compliance
with green norms.

14 lakh students register for board
examinations
Ahmedabad : The
Gujarat Secondary and
Higher Secondary Education Board (GSHSEB) has received 14.01 lakh registrations for Class 10-12 board
exams so far. A total of 14.98
lakh students had registered for board exmas last
year. This year’s registration
figure is likely to cross the
previous year’s figure as the
board has decided to accept
applications of Class 12 science stream students even
after the deadline.The deadline for Class 12 science
stream expired on December.
Class 10 and Class 12 exams will be conducted from
March 14 to 31, 2023.
The board had started
accepting Class 10 and Class
12 science stream examina-

Gujarat Titans hold trials to scout
replacement for upcoming IPL

EXTENSION OF BANDRA TERMINUS –
GANDHIDHAM SUPERFAST EXP. UPTO BHUJ
Ahmedabad, For the
convenience of passengers
and with a view to meet the
travel demand, Western Railway has decided to extend
Train No. 12965/66 Bandra
Terminus – Gandhidham
Superfast Express up to
Bhuj, with effect from 7th
February, 2023. The timings
of the train and the day of
the run is also being revised.
According to a press release issued by Public Relations Department of Western Railway, the details of
the train with revised timings are as under:
Train No. 12965/12966
Bandra Terminus – Bhuj Superfast Express
Train No. 12965 Bandra
Terminus – Bhuj Superfast
Express will depart from
Bandra Terminus at 12.45
hrs every Tuesday instead of
Thursday and reach Bhuj at
06.00 hrs, the next day. This
train will arrive/depart at
Borivali at 13.09/13.12 hrs,

tion”.According to police, the
accsed “mentally tortured”
Patel and restrained him
wrongfully. The next day,
they punched and kicked
the businessman and
abused him verbally before
taking him to the chamber
of Gadhvi, where the inspector beat Patel with a fibre
pipe to extort the original
agreement deed, the complaint said. Police said that
Jograna again took the businessmen to Gadhvi’s office
in Rajkot two days later,
Gadhvi thrashed the victim
with a polymer pipe again
and forced the businessmen
to agree to surrender the
original deed.

than 300 industrial units
with their drainage connection snapped by the
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC). They were
discharging untreated or inadequately treated trade effluent in the city’s sewerage
system. Trade effluents further damaged STPs and the
industiral waste used to be
released in the river. This led
the HC to order strict vigilance by the AMC and the
Gujarat Pollution Control
Board (GPCB). The closure
was faced by major textile
units situated the city limits.
One of the major units,
Ashima Ltd, has approached
the court seeking directions
to the GPCB after the
Ahmedabad Mega Clean
Association (AMCA) granted
it permission to discharge
its treated effluent int the
Mega pipeline. On Friday,
the HC asked the GPCB to

2022 IPL season, Gujarat Titans clinched the the title in
their first season,“It is difficult
to retain the championship.
In T20, the margin between
victory and defeat is very less.
So, winning inthe first year is
great. Everybody wants to
win and we are no different.
First year we have won, in the
coming years, the attempt is
to improve the performance
and consistency. Teams like
Mumbai Indians and
Chennai Super kings have
consistently been performing well,” said the left-arm
pacer who last played a T20
match for India in 2017.

tion forms from November
10 and the last days for registration for Class 12 science
stream was December 9.
Registration of Class 10 and
12 general stream students
is going on. So far, in the
Class 12 science stream,
1,23,100 students have registered themselves while
4,45,869 students have registered themselves for the
Class 12 general stream. In
all, 8,32,486 students have
got registered for Class 10
board exams so far. In March
2022 board exmas, 9.64 lakh
Class 10 students, 1.07 lakh
Class 12 science stream
studnets and 4.25 lakh general stream students were
registered. For March 2023
board exams, total registration figures is likely to cross
March 2022 registrations.

Khedawala Only
Muslim MLA In
House
The new Gujarat Assembly will see 156 BJP
MLAs and only 17 Congress MLAs, but more so it
will have only one Muslim
legislator.
Imran Khedawala of
Congress is the only Muslim candidate to be elected
to the 182-member
Gujarat Assembly after the
rcently concluded elections.
The outgoing Assembly had three Muslim legislators, all from the Congress. Khedawala won the
Jamalpur-Khadia seat in
Ahmedabad by a margin of
13,658 votes to retain it.

Drop in anti-infective use after
Covid waned, drug sales pulled down
Ahmedabad : After
Covid receded in
Gujarat, sales of anti-infective drugs here have
fallen significantly over
the past 12 months.
According to data
complied by AIOCD
AWACS,
the
data
analytics platfrom the
All India Organisation of
the Chemists and Druggists, the moving annual
total (MAT ) sales of
drugs in Gujarat fell
from Rs 6,855 crore in
November 2021 to Rs
6,748 crore in November
2022.
The marginal decline
came while pan-India
MAT rose by 13% in the
same period.
According to AWACS,
a drastic 25% decline
was seen in Gujarat in
this period in the sale of
anti-infectives, which
make up about 13% of

the total consumption.
“Sales declined mainly
because of the sharp drop
in anti-infectives in the
MAT for November 2022.
During the Covid-19 period, there was a significant increase in anti-infective sales and thus the
base for comparison was
fairly high during the previous year.
In the MAT for November 2022, sales of antiinfectives normalized”,
said Sheetal Sapale, president, marketing. AIOCD
AWACS.
During this period,
other therapies such as
cardiovascular, anti-diabetic and nutritional
supplements,
which
jointly accound for 35% of
sales in Gujarat, showed
slower grown in sales.
“During
Covid-19,
there was a manyfold increase in sales of nutri-

tional supplements,
which has come down to
only prescription medication.
People also used to
make bulk purchases
due to fear of a
lockdown. Over time, as
cases receded and the
severity of Covid reduced, this also went
down.
Sales have now rationalized as a result of
which pharma market
sales have shrunk in
Gujarat,”
said
an
Ahmedabad-based
chemist.
Interestingly, therapies that have seen sales
grown in the November
2022 MAT include sex rejuvenators and stimulants (36%), otologicals
(11%), the dermatology
segment
(9%),
gynaecological (6%) and
gastrointestinal (6%).
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Senior Sunni cleric
murdered in Iran: Media

Tehran, Dec 10 (IANS) A
senior Sunni Muslim cleric
was murdered in Iran's
southeastern Sistan and
Baluchestan province while
security forces said a similar
attempt was foiled in
Khorasan Razavi Province,
Iranian media reported.
Local cleric Molavi
Abdulvahed Rigi was found
dead on the roadside in
Khash County earlier in the
day, with three bullets in the
head, Press TV reported on
Friday, citing Sistan and
Baluchestan's prosecutor
Mehdi Shamsabadi.
The Sunni cleric had earlier been threatened by
some
anti-Revolution
groups, said the report, adding the police have
launched an investigation
into the case, Xinhua news
agency reported.
The cleric was at his
mosque on Thursday when
"unknown individuals called
him from the rear door, making him sit in a car that had
no
license
plate,"
Shamsabadi was quoted by

Press TV as saying.
Molavi Rigi was the Friday prayers leader of Imam
Hussein Mosque in the city
of Khash, and also a seminary teacher in the province.
Meanwhile, Iranian security forces foiled an assassination attempt on a senior
cleric in the city of Mashhad
in Khorasan Razavi Province,
and arrested members of an
outlawed group for the
scheme, Tasnim news
agency reported.
The Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps said in a statement on Friday that the
"Jaish al-Zulm" group members had been arrested for
planning "anti-security acts
and terrorist operations," including an attack on the
Gover
's office and killing Ayatollah Alam al-Hoda, a Friday
prayers leader of Mashhad.
Significant amounts of
weapons, ammunition and
explosives have been discovered from the hideout of
these people, according to
the report. --IANS

UN Security Council adopts
resolution on humanitarian
'carve-out' to UN sanctions
United Nations, Dec 10 (IANS) The UN Security
Council has adopted a resolution on establishing a
standing humanitarian exemption to the asset
freeze measures imposed by the UN. Resolution
2664 decides that the provision, processing or payment of funds, other financial assets or economic
resources, or the provision of goods and services
necessary to ensure the timely delivery of humanitarian assistance or to support other activities that
support basic human needs are permitted and are
not a violation of the asset freezes imposed by the
Security Council or its sanctions committees. The
humanitarian "carve-out" applies to a wide range
of entities, including UN programs, funds, agencies,
humanitarian organisations having observer status
with the UN General Assembly, and certain nongovernmental organisations, according to the resolution adopted on Friday. Resolution 2664 decides
that the carve-out will apply to the sanctions regime
against the Islamic State and al-Qaida for a period of
two years from the date of adoption of this resolution, and that the Security Council may extend the
application, Xinhua news agency reported.It requests
that the report contain recommendations on ways
to minimise and mitigate such unintended adverse
consequences, including through the promulgation
of additional standing exemptions to such measures,
and expresses the council's intent to consider further
steps as necessary to further minimise and mitigate
such unintended adverse consequences.Resolution
2664 won the support of 14 of the 15 council members. India abstained.--IANS

Swedish households slash
electricity consumption due to
high cost
Stockholm, Dec 10 (IANS) Swedish households
decreased their electricity consumption considerably in September, October and November, according to figures released by energy company Ellevio.
Ellevio analysed data from around 900,000
households and found that household electricity
usage decreased by nearly 19.5 per cent in November, compared with the average over the previous
three years.
In a statement, it also said that Swedish households on average decreased their electricity consumption by 21.5 per cent in October and 12.5 per
cent in September, Xinhua news agency reported.
In some areas where the highest prices were recorded, electricity consumption decreased by nearly
a quarter, the company added.
"People have probably decreased their electricity consumption as an effect of this summer's
gloomy headlines about soaring electricity prices.
Customers still react to the price signals, even
though not everyone is following the spot prices,"
Jesper Liverod, Head of press at Ellevio, told TT news
agency.
Wahl (pictured right), who covered American and world soccer on his Substack, CBS Sports, NBC News
and previously worked for Sports Illustrated, was 'healthy' before he collapsed during a game Friday, according to brother Eric in an Instagram video he posted. His agent, Tim Scanlan, told the New York Times that Wahl
had gone into acute distress in the final minutes of a quarterfinal match, which he was covering from the
press tribune. The Brazilian outlet Ge Globo tweeted out a photo of Wahl (pictured center) appearing to be
held up by stewards and medical personnel while receiving treatment in the press box toward the end of the
Argentina-Netherlands quarter-final at the Lusail Iconic Stadium during extra time. A journalist for Univision
who was sitting next to Wahl at the match wrote: 'He was working on his story on his laptop, it was about 4
minutes before the end of the extra time. He was laughing at a joke we saw on Twitter only minutes earlier. I
can't believe it. My deepest condolences to Grant Wahl's family.' Wahl's brother Eric, who is gay, said through
tears that he believes his brother - who had been detained before the United States' tournament opener
against Wales for wearing a rainbow flag shirt - may have been murdered for his protest and critical coverage
of labor conditions for migrant workers in Qatar. Eric stated in the comments of the Instagram post that his
brother's wife - Dr. Celine Gounder (pictured left with Wahl), who worked on the Biden administration's COVID19 response team - has been in touch with White House Chief of Staff Ron Klain.

UN rights chief highlights crisis situations
that faded from news headlines

Geneva, Dec 10 (IANS)
On the eve of Human Rights
Day, UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights, Volker
Turk has highlighted some
of the human rights crises
that failed to attract enough
international attention.
A case in point is Haiti,
"where armed gangs, reportedly supported by economic and political elites,
control more than 60 per
cent of the capital. Where
some 4.7 million face acute
hunger.
Since the beginning of
this year, a staggering 1,448
people have been killed,
1,145 injured and 1,005 kidnapped by gangs," he said
at a press briefing here on
Friday.
In Yemen, the seemingly
interminable conflict must

be brought to an end and
the truce needs to be renewed and expanded to
enable discussions on a
path toward a more comprehensive settlement, he
added.
"While large-scale hostilities and
airstrikes
have generally stopped,
we continue
receiving reports of civilian casualties, especially of children near the frontlines due
to landmines and other explosive remnants of war.
Also of concern are allegations of gross human rights
violations, including torture,
arbitrary detention, traffick-

ing, extortion and sexual
abuse of people fleeing to
other countries."
Turk also recalled that
five years after the start of
the conflict in Cabo
Delgado,
thern
Mozambique, civilians continue to be
killed and subjected
to
sexual violence, abductions and enforced disappearances,
with ongoing
destruction of
property, including schools,
health centers and places of
worship, Xinhua news
agency reported. of them
children," he stressed, adding that addressing the root
causes of the conflict will re-

quire protecting economic
and social rights, preserving
civic space, ensuring access
to justice and prioritising
youth and women in socioeconomic development
and decision-making.
Somalia faces a humanitarian catastrophe amid the
longest and most severe
drought in recent history.
"These and many other crisis situations that have
faded from the headlines
not only have severe consequences for the people directly affected but are likely
to have ripple effects across
borders and risk further
destabilising their regions,"
he noted.cember 10 -- the
day the UN General Assembly adopted in 1948 the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.

WHO concerned over increasing antibiotic
resistance in human infections

Newly released internal documents suggest that Twitter's former head of
safety Yoel Roth was meeting weekly with the FBI, and show instances of the FBI
flagging tweets related to the 2020 election for deletion. Journalist Matt Taibbi
shared the claims in a new Twitter thread on Friday night, one week after sharing the first tranche of so-called 'Twitter Files' turned over by the company's new
owner Elon Musk. In an undated chat on the messaging app Slack that Taibbi
says took place after the Capitol riot on January 6, 2021, Roth is seen joking about
a mysterious meeting on his calendar, saying it is 'DEFINITELY not a meeting with
the FBI I SWEAR'.

Geneva, Dec 10 (IANS)
High levels of antibiotic resistance in bacteria are causing life-threatening bloodstream infections, according
to the latest report released
by the WHO.
For the first time, the
Global Antimicrobial Resistance and Use Surveillance
System (GLASS) report released on Friday provides
analyses of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) rates in national testing coverage, AMR
trends since 2017, and data
on antimicrobial consumption in humans in 27
countries.The report shows
more than 50 per cent resistance in bacteria, which frequently causes bloodstream
infections that require treatment with last-resort antibiotics. Meanwhile, common
bacterial infections are be-

US Senator from Arizona registers as independent,
criticises 'broken partisan system'

Washington, Dec 10
(IANS) US Senator Kyrsten
Sinema from Arizona has
announced that she had
registered as an independent.
Sinema, previously a
Democrat, wrote in an op-ed
that she's declaring "independence from the broken
partisan system in Washington".
"When politicians are
more focused on denying
the opposition party a victory than they are on improving Americans' lives, the
people who lose are everyday Americans," she said.

Sinema, 46, was elected
to the US Senate in 2018 and
is now one of three independents serving in the

chamber, Xinhua news
agency reported.
The announcement
came days after Democrats
solidified a 51-49 majority in

Israeli Prez gives Netanyahu
extension to form govt
Jerusalem, Dec 10
(IANS) Israeli President
Isaac Herzog has announced that he would
give the Prime Ministerdesignate
Benjamin
Netanyahu another 10 days
to form a government, announced the Presidency in
a statement.
Netanyahu submitted
the extention request on
Thursday evening before
the mandate expires at
midnight between Saturday and Sunday, as he has
not secured agreements

with all his potential coalition partners.
Netanyahu will now
need to conclude his efforts
by December 21, Xinhua
news agency reported.
"I wish to repeat my call
... the government that is
set to be formed must work
for the entire public in Israel," Herzog said in a statement on Friday, referring to
the political controversy in
Israel after Netanyahu's
Likud party signed coalition agreements with three
far-right parties.--IANS
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the Senate with Senator
Raphael Warnock's win in
the Georgia runoff.
Sinema hasn't said
whether she will caucus with Democrats as
two other Senate independents do.
The White House issued a statement on
Friday, saying that
Sinema had been "a
key partner" on some
of
the
Biden
administration's legislative
agenda.
"We understand that her
decision to register as an independent in Arizona does

not change the new Democratic majority control of the
Senate," the statement said.
Republicans flipped the
House of Representatives in
November's midterm elections and have vowed more
scrutiny of the White House
and the Democratic Party.
The divided, new Congress will convene for the
first time on January 3, 2023.
Americans' approval of
Congress remains largely
negative, with 73 per cent of
US adults disapproving of
the way the institution is
handling its job, according
to a new Gallup poll.

Drought, conflict displaces over
2.4 mn in Somalia in 2 yrs: UN
Mogadishu, Dec 10
(IANS) Severe drought and
conflict have caused more
than 2.4 million displacements in Somalia since the
start of 2021, the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) said.
The UN refugee agency
on Friday added that the
ravaging drought is attributed to 1.3 million displaced
people in search of food,
livelihoods and water, with
1.1 million due to conflict,
Xinhua news agency
reported."The number of
droughts- and conflict-in-

duced displacements reported so far in 2022 have
surpassed the last highest
number recorded in 2017,
the peak of the previous
drought," it said in its latest
update.According to the
UNHCR, Somali women,
children, and men are already facing serious threats
to their physical safety and
other life-threatening protection risks."The worsening drought and subsequent food scarcity risk are
increasing these threats
and risks whilst exacerbating existing ones.

coming increasingly resistant to treatments. More
than 60 per cent of Neisseria
gorhoea isolates, a common
sexually transmitted disease, have shown resistance
to the common oral antibacterial ciprofloxacin.

WHO's Essential Medicines List divides antibiotics
into three categories: access,
watch and reserve. Medicines in the access group are
available at all times as treatments for a wide range of
common infections; the
watch group lists antibiotics
that are recommended as

first or second choice treatments for a small number of
infections, while the reserve
group is for antibiotics
which should only be used
as a last resort in the most
severe circumstances.
The report shows that
bloodstream infections due
to resistant E. coli, Salmonella and gorhoea increased
by at least 15 per cent compared to 2017. More research is required to identify
how this is related to increased hospitalisations
and antibiotic treatments
during the Covid-19 pandemic,
het
WHO
says.Countries with lower
rates of testing, mostly lowand middle-income countries, are more likely to report significantly higher
AMR rates, Xinhua news
agency reported.

UN chief calls for donations to
emergency response fund
United Nations, Dec 10
(IANS) UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has
called for donations to the
world body's Central Emergency Response Fund
(CERF).
CERF is a United Nations
success story, and it
prioritises those most likely
to be marginalised and left
behind, including people
with disabilities,
older people,
women and
girls, Guterres
told a high-level
pledging event
for CERF for
2023 on Friday.
In the past
16 years, 140
member states, regional local authorities, observers,
nongovernmental
organisations and private
do
s have donated generously to CERF. But during
those 16 years, the number
of people in need has risen
tenfold, he noted.
"This is why we need a 1billion-US dollar CERF, as the
General Assembly has acknowledged. Yet the resources received have
reached nowhere near that
level," he said.
"We all face difficult economic times. But the most
vulnerable people are hit
hardest. CERF is the tried
and tested way to help
CMYK

them," he added as quoted
by Xinhua news agency report.
Since CERF was set up
16 years ago, it has proved
to be one of the fastest and
most effective ways to finance global humanitarian
action. CERF enables UN
agencies and their partners
to swiftly launch and scale
up responses to evolving
crises and
underfunded
emergencies, said
Guterres.
H u manitarian
needs have
risen
to
record levels in recent years. In crises
around the world, CERF
gives people a lifeline of
hope. In 2022, CERF provided more than 700 million
dollars for life-saving assistance to people in 40 countries. These funds were allocated in record speed, responding to the most urgent requests in a matter of
hours, the UN chief added.
At a time of tough tests
for the humanitarian sector,
CERF's focus on underfunded crises was more important than ever. CERF allocated 250 million dollars
to humanitarian operations
in 23 underfunded countries, including Burkina Faso
and Mali, he said.

Industrial output declines in
Finland in October
Helsinki, Dec 10 (IANS) Industrial output adjusted
for working days in Finland in October fell year-onyear by 0.6 per cent, the first decline in 18 months,
said Statistics Finland.
Seasonally adjusted industrial output went
down in October by 2.3 per cent from the previous
month, Xinhua news agency reported.
In October, industrial output in Finland decreased from the previous month in all examined
main industries. The biggest drop was seen in electricity, gas, steam, and air conditioning supply by 10.7
per cent, and in mining and quarrying by 10.2 per
cent.Compared to October 2021, output also fell in
almost all examined major industries in October this
year.Finnish industries are suffering from a weakening demand, said Danske Bank's chief economist Pasi
Kuoppamaki."Trade with Russia has collapsed, economic growth is freezing worldwide, and inflation
and rising interest rates are putting a strain on domestic demand," Kuoppamaki was quoted by the
Finnish daily Helsingin Sanomat.He added that a
recession seems likely in Finland's key export markets in Europe and next year in the US. Industrial
output could shrink further in the near future.

3 Yemeni soldiers killed, 8 injured
in gunmen ambush
Aden (Yemen), Dec 10 (IANS) Three soldiers of
the Yemeni government forces were killed and eight
others injured by unidentified gunmen, who ambushed their convoy in the country's southeastern
province of Hadramout.
The gunmen, suspected of belonging to terror
groups, ambushed the soldiers in the Al Abr district
of Hadramout, a local security source told Xinhua on
condition of anonymity on Friday.
He noted the ambush targeted a convoy of
newly-recruited government troops backed by
Saudi Arabia in the turbulent district, Xinhua news
agency reported
No one has claimed responsibility for the attack
so far, but local security officials believe that al-Qaida
terrorist group stands behind such ambushes.

Iran to uphold nuke
commitments, if sanctions
removed: Iranian atomic chief
Tehran, Dec 10 (IANS) The Iranian nuclear chief
has said that his country would uphold its commitments under the 2015 nuclear deal if the anti-Iran
sanctions are removed.
Mohammad Eslami, Head of the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran (AEOI), made the remarks in an
interview with Iran's Khabaronline news website on
Friday, Xinhua news agency reported.
"In the JCPOA, we have the permissible limit of
enrichment and the limited level of storage of materials," Eslami said, adding that however, since "the
other party" has not fulfilled its obligations, Iran's
nuclear programme would continue in accordance
with a law passed by the Iranian parliament.Iran
signed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) with world powers in July 2015, agreeing
to put some curbs on its nuclear programme in return for the removal of the sanctions on the country.

Over 20 mn Pakistanis rely on
underfunded floods aid as
winter sets in: UN
United Nations, Dec 10 (IANS) More than 20 million people in Pakistan continue to depend on humanitarian aid and the needs will grow as winter sets
in, said UN humanitarians.
Critical humanitarian needs in Pakistan remain
as more than 20 million people continue to depend
on humanitarian aid although reconstruction efforts
begin in some areas, said the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) on Friday.
"In support of the government response, our
humanitarian partners have reached more than 4.7
million people with aid since the onset of the floods,"
the office added.

A major storm system brewing in the Pacific
(left) is set to hit the US on Saturday. Forecasters
with the National Weather Service Prediction Center said the storm would bring one to three feet of
snow across the mountains in the West Coast before hitting the Northern Plains with a blizzard. It
will then create conditions for tornado-producing
storms across the South (top right), and then bring
heavy rainstorms and possible snowfall to the
Northeast by the end of the week (bottom right).

Sport
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Our spirit means we can do
anything: Argentina coach Scaloni

Netherlands coach Van Gaal
confirms he is stepping down,
but proud of legacy despite
World Cup exit

Doha, Dec 10 (IANS) Argentina coach Lionel
Scaloni praised his side's
personality after their tense
qualification to the semifinals of the World Cup on
penalties after the 120minute play against the
Netherlands ended 2-2.
"We have a spirit that
means we know how to face
every moment. I don't think
we deserved to go to penalties, but the team was able
to get through a strange
second half," said Scaloni.
"I don't know how many
tests of character we have
come through in this world
Cup, we lost our first game,
we found it hard against
Mexico and today, the way
the Dutch hit long balls
obliged us to defend. We

Doha, Dec 10 (IANS) Netherlands coach Louis
van Gaal said that he had left a good legacy for
Dutch football at the end of his third time in charge
of the national team.
Van Gaal's third reign ended after a penalty
shootout after his side came back from 2-0 down
to draw 2-2 with two late goals from Wout Weghorst
before Argentina came through the shootout after
Emiliano Martinez made two saves.
"I will not be continuing as a coach as I was only
doing this for a limited period of time, so this is my
last game," he said, reports Xinhua. "What I'm leaving behind is an excellent group, personally and in
terms of football, this is a very close team with a
great spirit and a lot of skill. I was in charge for 20
games and we didn't lose in that time -- that's for a
reason.""I'm really proud and I had a wonderful time.
It is very painful to see how we have gone out after
doing everything possible to stop it from happening," added Van Gaal. "It was a fantastic period of
time, with the same group of players and I look back
in a very positive way."Looking back on the match,
he admitted the Dutch had been below their best
for a part of the game.

had the spirit to know what
we want and that is what
this team has," he added.
"The last 12 minutes
were really hard and it didn't
work out for us as they
equalized, but this team always knows what it has to
do," insisted the Argentina
coach.
The coach admitted he
had suffered during the
game, but refused to talk
about referee Mateu Lahoz.
"We knew we had Angel
di Maria for extra time and
we always thought about attacking.
We always tried to attack, although the game
was so close that it was difficult.The numbers show we
had more shots and we are
satisfied,"
continued

Scaloni.
He said after the Netherlands had equalised in the
10th minute of injury time,
"we knew that if we could
play our football, it would
change again and they
would be satisfied with penalties."
"We knew who would
take the penalties and that
is really good when everyone wants to take a penalty.
We also knew Emiliano
(Martinez) could save one,
so all we had to do was decide the order of the penalty
takers,"
commented
Scaloni.
"Playing all seven games
is the objective, but now we
have to take the next step
against a tough rival
Croatia," he said.--IANS

Hero Motosports team rally gears up
for its 7th Consecutive Dakar Rally

Messi happy to qualify for
semifinals
Doha, Dec 10 (IANS) Lionel Messi admitted his
side had suffered to qualify for the semifinals of the
World Cup after a dramatic penalty shootout against
the Netherlands.
"We are really happy, we suffered too much, but
it's a quarterfinal in the World Cup, and we suffered
what we had to suffer to qualify," said Messi.
Messi was the man of the match after setting
up Nahuel Molina for the opening goal and then
scoring Argentina's second from the penalty spot
with just 17 minutes left to play, reports Xinhua.
The game appeared to be over before a late
Dutch fightback saw Wout Weghorst score in the
83rd and 10th minute of injury time to take it to
extra time and penalties."We are taking it game after game with the same intensity and same desire.
We want to be protagonists. We are really excited
and really want to win and we need this joy for us
and for everyone who supports us," he said.

Mumbai,
Hero
MotoSports Team Rally, the
motorsport team of the
world’s largest manufacturer of motorcycles and
scooters - Hero MotoCorp,
today announced its rider
line-upfor the Dakar Rally
2023.
Following an unprecedented Dakar 2022 - where
it became the first Indian
manufacturer’s team to win
a stage at the prestigious
rally –2023 will be the team’s
seventh consecutive appearance at the Dakar.
At Dakar 2023, the team
will have a rider squad of
four members –Franco
Caimi, Joaquim Rodrigues,
Ross Branch, and Sebastian
Buhler – two of them being
Dakar stage winners.
Hero MotoSports Team
Rally has had consistent
performancesduring the
2022 racing season. The

Praggnanandhaa faces Pranav
in Julius Baer Challengers
Championship
Tel Aviv (Israel), Dec 10 (IANS) Pranav Venkatesh,
the winner of the 2022 Challengers Chess Tour, faces
Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa, the winner of last
year's event, in the first Julius Baer Challengers
Championship in Tel Aviv next week, in what is the
climax of the year-long hunt for the best new talent
in chess.
The best-of-four match event, played over rapid
and blitz time controls, runs between December 1113 and will be keenly watched by chess fans.
Pranav, from Tamil Nadu, and Pragg, from
Chennai, are two of India's brightest talents aged
just a year apart. Pranav is 16, while Pragg is 17. But
both players have set the chess world alight in 2022.

team spent several months
in training and testing
around the world. Team riders Caimi and Buhler returned to racing after several months of recovery
from their crashes in 2021.
This is the seventh Dakar
for Joaquim Rodrigues
(JRod), who won a stage at
the Dakar 2022. With the
team since its inception in
2016, JRod’sperformances
at the inaugural season of
the World Rally Raid Championship (W2RC) were consistent and he is returning to
Saudi Arabia with the hopes
of rewriting his success.
The 45th Dakar Rally will
also be the opening race of
the 2nd edition of the World
Rally Raid Championship
(W2RC). Hero MotoSports is
a Rally GP class participant
at the W2RC, and will attend
its five rounds starting with
the Dakar, then Abu Dhabi

Desert Challenge (Feb
2023), Sonora Rally in
Mexico
(Apr
2023),
DesafioRuta 40 in Argentina
(Aug 2023), and closing the
season with the Rallye du
Maroc (Oct 2023). Wolfgang
Fischer, Team Manager, Hero
MotoSports Team Rally said,
“We have had a great year so
far, and we look forward to
starting the next season
with a strong performance
at the Dakar 2023. The
team’s preparations have
been good and with all four
ridersin action, we are hopeful of a successful race. The
bikes have been performing
extremely well, and we are
excited to be back for our
seventh tryst with the ultimate test. I also extend my
warm wishes and thanks to
all our partners and fans
across the world for their
continued love and support.”

Argentina progressed to the World Cup semi-finals in the most dramatic of circumstances after winning a classic with Holland. Emiliano Martinez proved to be their
hero with two saves in the penalty shoot-out that followed a thrilling 2-2 draw in Lusail.
Argentina thought they had the contest sewn up thanks to goals by Nahuel Molina
and Lionel Messi, only for Wout Weghorst to rescue Holland with two late goals. But
the South Americans were able to re-focus in extra time and then held their nerve in
the shoot-out to set up a semi-final against Croatia. Sportsmail's IAN HERBERT gave
his player ratings and ADAM SHERGOLD offers his evaluation of each performance.

Cricketer AB de
Villiers becomes
the face of
FairPlay
New Delhi, Dec 10 (IANS)
Former South Africa skipper
and a legend of white-ball
cricket, AB de Villiers has entered into a long-term partnership with FairPlay, the
fast-growing sports and
gaming exchange.
ABD, the legendary
cricketer, admired around
the globe for redefining the
art of batting, is excited to
become a FairPlay ambassador, informed a release on
Friday.
"Fair play has always
been at the heart of everything I have done," the upbeat South African said in a
release. "So it feels like a
natural fit. We want people
to have fun, to be careful
and responsible in everything they do?and, of
course, to play to win."
De Villiers excelled in all
formats of the game, thriving at the heart of the South
African national team from
2004 until 2018. He also became one of the brightest
stars of the Indian Premier
League, playing many
memorable innings for
Royal Challengers Bangalore, often in partnership
with his teammate and
friend, Virat Kohli.

England's Duckett refuses to label
Pakistan's Abrar Ahmed a mystery spinner
Multan, Dec 10 (IANS)
England opener Ben
Duckett has dismissed the
tag of Pakistan's Abrar
Ahmed being a mystery
spinner, saying his side will
come back strongly in the
second innings of the second Test currently underway here.
Abrar stunned the

cricketing world on his Test
debut, registering stunning
figures of 7/114 in 22 overs
and helping Pakistan bowl
England out for 281 on Day
1. His performance was the
third-best haul in an innings
by a Pakistan bowler in their
first Test, according to ICC.
Duckett, who scored a
49-ball 63, was one of
Abrar's victims but refused
to label the debutant as a
mystery spinner.
Speaking to Sky Sports,
Duckett said, "I can only talk
individually and I obviously

had my plans for him. He
was basically a leg-spinner
who had a good googly;
there was no real mystery to
it."
Duckett praised the
spinner but issued a warning that England will go
even harder at him in the
second innings. "He bowled
beautifully today and I'm
sure we'll
have our
plans in
the second innings but I'm
pretty
sure that
we won't
be blocking it."
Duckett
also claimed that most of
the England batters picked
up Abrar's subtle variations
but the spinner bowled
nicely on the day. "I think I
swept about 90 per cent (of
the time) and when you're
sweeping, you don't tend to
necessarily look for it, but his
googly was a lot slower.
"In general, most of the
guys actually said they did
pick him. I think he just
bowled some nice deliveries
and unfortunately for us, it
was his day," Duckett concluded.--IANS
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The Pradhan Mantri National Apprenticeship
Mela to be conducted in 197 districts of India
New Delhi, As a part of
Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s vision to
boost career opportunities
for India’s youth under Skill
India Mission, the Ministry of
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) will
hold the Pradhan Mantri
National Apprenticeship
Mela (PMNAM) on December 12th, 2022, across 197
locations in 25 states and
union territories.
Several local businesses
have been invited to be a
part of the mela to provide
local youth with the opportunity to shape their careers
through apprenticeship
training.
The event will witness
the participation of various
companies from different
sectors. Participating companies will have the chance
to meet potential apprentices on a single platform
and choose applicants on
the spot and provide them

Google Slides
now allows
collaborating
with friends
San Francisco, Dec 10
(IANS) Google is rolling out
a new 'Follow' feature in
Slides, which allows users to
collaborate with their colleagues in real-time.
The 'Follow' feature is
built upon the existing feature that only allowed users
to see what slide their colleague is on, the tech giant
said in its Workspace Updates' blogpost.
With the new feature, by
clicking on a collaborator's
avatar, users can jump to the
slide they are on in the
Slides toolbar and can follow them as they move
around and edit a presentation.
It does not have admin
control and will be on by
default."To follow a collaborator, click their avatar in the
Slides toolbar. If you hover
over a followed avatar, a 'Following' badge will appear.

with an opportunity to be a
part of their organization.
Expressing his views on
the Pradhan Mantri National Apprenticeship Mela,
Shri Atul Kumar Tiwari, Secretary, Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, said “India has often been compared to
other developed economies in terms of apprenticeship opportunities for
the youth of today. To
bridge this gap, we are trying our best to make apprenticeship opportunities
reachable to trainees and
students.
We received a great response during last month’s
apprenticeship mela from
the potential youth who is
eager to work hard, contribute to our economy, and
help shape the future of our
country. The major purpose
of this programme is to encourage companies to hire
more apprentices, while

also assisting employers in
discovering the right talent
and developing their potential via training and
practical experience. It is
also critical to embed apprenticeship in the educational ecosystem besides
building credible pathways
from apprenticeship to
higher education.
With our continuous efforts, our goal is to raise apprenticeship opportunities
in India to 10 lakhs by end
of 2022, and to 60 lakhs by
2026”.
Apprenticeship melas
are hosted in the country
every month, wherein selected individuals receive a
monthly stipend in accordance with government criteria for gaining new skills.
Apprenticeship is considered the most sustainable
model of skill development,
and it has been getting a big
boost under Skill India Mission.

Ashneer takes on BharatPe Cofounder Nakrani amid Rs 88 cr
fraud case
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS) Former BharatPe Cofounder and Managing Director Ashneer Grover on
Friday attacked the fintech platform’s co-founder
Shashvat Nakrani, saying he once asked him to bunk
office for a whole year in order to complete his IIT degree while remaining on the payroll.
In a tweet, Grover said: “Doglapan: Shashvat (CoFounder) to me. Bhai degree poori karni hai. Ek saal
office bunk kar ke IIT poora kar leta hoon. Secondary
kara dena aur salary bhi mat rokna - investor ko mat
batana (Shashvat told me he has to complete an IIT
degree so he wants to bunk office for 1 year to complete it. He asked me not to stop my salary and not
inform investors either).”
Grover further posted: “Shashvat to Board: No objection in filing case against Ashneer”, lamenting that
when he needed his support, Nakrani ditched him.
According to Nakrani’s LinkedIn profile, he graduated from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)-Delhi,
in 2019 with a degree in textile technology.
BharatPe has initiated criminal and civil proceedings against Grover, his wife Madhuri Jain Grover and
their relatives over huge misappropriation of company
funds to the tune of over Rs 88 crore.
The Delhi High Court on Thursday issued notice
and summons to Grover and his kin in a plea filed by
the company seeking orders to restrain them from
making defamatory statements against the company.

Japanese billionaire selects 8 artists for
private Moon journey via SpaceX

San Francisco, Dec 10
(IANS) Japanese billionaire
Yusaku Maezawa has announced an eight-person
private mission around the
Moon, carrying artists and
creative professionals on a
SpaceX flight.
The crew will have DJ
Steve Aoki, musician Choi
Seung Hyun, choreographer
and performer Yemi A.D.,
photographer Rhiannon
Adam, YouTuber Tim Dodd,
photographer Karim Iliya,
filmmaker Brendan Hall, and
actor Dev D. Joshi, with
snowboarder
Kaitlyn
Farrington and dancer Miyu
as backup crew members.
"I hope each and every
one will recognise the responsibility that comes with
leaving the Earth, traveling
to the moon and back,"
Maezawa said in a video
making the announcement.
In 2018, SpaceX CEO
Elon Musk revealed that
Maezawa, Founder of
Japan's largest online cloth-

ing retailer Zozotown will be
the first private customer to
ride around the Moon on
the company's future rocket,
the Big Falcon Rocket (BFR).
According to The Verge,
Maezawa plans to fly on the
trip as early as 2023, with artists onboard, as part of his
"dearMoon" mission.
This will be Maezawa's
second private trip to space.
"The first private passenger to fly around the Moon
aboard BFR (Big Falcon
Rocket) is fashion innovator
and globally recognised art
curator Yusaku Maezawa,"
SpaceX had tweeted in September 2018.
The Japanese billionaire
is also known as a contemporary art collector and curator with a large collection
at his Contemporary Art
Foundation in Tokyo, which
features works of various renowned painters like Pablo
Picasso, Andy Warhol,
Alexander Calder and JeanMichel Basquiat.--IANS

Noise launches affordable
smartwatch with Bluetooth calling
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS)
Homegrown brand Noise
on Friday launched a new
affordable smartwatch with
Bluetooth calling and a premium 1.85-inch display, to
expand its Tru Sync portfolio of smartwatches.
Noise ColorFit Loop is
priced at Rs 2,499
and will soon be
available for purchase on Flipkart
a
n
d
GoNoise.com, the
company said in a
statement.
The
new
smartwatch
comes in six colour options
and features a 1.85-inch
large display with a 60Hz refresh rate.“At Noise, we are
focused on exceeding consumer needs everytime we
innovate or design a new
product, to ensure it is at par
with consumers’ expectations,” said Amit Khatri, Cofounder, Noise.“Our latest

addition to the Tru Sync
portfolio, Noise ColorFit
Loop resonates with this belief as it is ideal for new-age
consumers looking for a
power-packed experience
on their smartwatch,” Khatri
added.
Powered with Tru Sync
t e c h n o l o g y,
the
new
smartwatch
comes with
single chip
Bluetooth 5.3,
which makes it
easy to use
and pair.“Users
can now enjoy
stable, lag-free calls with
lower battery consumption
supported by inbuilt speakers and microphone,” the
company said.It also features 2.5D curved glass
clubbed with 60 Hz refresh
rate for lag-free user interface (UI) experience and 550
nits of brightness for uninterrupted outdoor viewing.
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Top Twitter execs interfered with US
election before banning Trump: Musk files

San Francisco, Dec 10
(IANS) Elon Musk on Saturday revealed the third season of 'Twitter Files,' which
claimed that top Twitter executives suppressed and
censored former US President Donald Trump in the
days before the 2020 election, finally deplatforming
him on January 8, 2021 -two days after the storming
of the Capitol Hill that left
five dead.
Independent journalist
and author Matt Taibbi
shared the 'Twitter Files Part
3', saying there were erosion
of standards within the
company in months before
January 6, "decisions by
high-ranking executives to
violate their own policies,
and more, against the backdrop of ongoing, documented interaction with

federal agencies".
Musk replied to him, saying "election interference by
social media companies obviously undermines the
public's faith in democracy
and is wrong".
"Unequivocally true. The
evidence is clear and voluminous," he added.
According to Taibbi,
Twitter executives removed
Trump in part over what one
executive called the "context surrounding": actions
by Trump and supporters
"over the course of the election and frankly last 4+
years".
"The bulk of the internal
debate leading to Trump's
ban took place in those
three January days (January
6-8). However, the intellectual framework was laid in
the months preceding the

Capitol riots," he mentioned
in his Twitter thread.
Taibbi said that as the
election approached, "senior executives -- perhaps
under pressure from federal
agencies, with whom they
met more as time progressed -- increasingly
struggled with rules, and
began to speak of 'vios' as
pretexts to do what they'd
likely have done anyway".
The reports, said the
Twitter Files, are based on
searches for docs linked to
prominent executives,
whose names are already
public.
"They include Roth,
former trust and policy chief
Vijaya Gadde, and recently
plank-walked Deputy General Counsel (and former
top FBI lawyer) Jim Baker,"
claimed Taibbi.

BMW M340i xDrive debuts in India

New Delhi, BMW India
has launched the new BMW
M340i xDrive in the country
today. Locally produced at
BMW Group Plant Chennai,
the car is available for bookings at BMW dealership network and through
Shop.bmw.in. Deliveries will commence from January 2023 onwards.
Introduced exclusively for the Indian market in 2021,
the BMW M340i is
the first high-performance BMW
with an M engine to
be made in India.
The model is a segment best-seller
due to its commanding performance, attractive
design, rich feature list and
unique M driving experience that it renders.
The BMW M340i is a perfect union between the ‘Ultimate Driving Machine’ the BMW 3 Series - and the
power of M. Engineered by
BMW M, it delivers the quintessential sporting essence
of the 3 while embodying
BMW M’s pure passion for

motorsport. The resulting
combination is an ultimate
adrenaline rush for drivers.
Mr. Vikram Pawah, President, BMW Group India said,
“The BMW M340i xDrive is a
sure-shot winner as it ampli-

fies the thrill of sheer driving
pleasure to a different level,
thanks to the power of M
which lies right at its heart.
This captivating formula
meets the cravings of auto
enthusiasts who want a premium sedan for everyday
use that doubles up as performance machine when
desired. It is amongst the

best-selling models of BMW
Group India today. The new
BMW M340i xDrive presents
an even greater package full
of M performance, unbeatable dynamics, space, comfort and a new innovative
digital experience.
This refreshed avatar
will further consolidate the leading position of M340i and win
over more brand fans
and M enthusiasts.”
BMW Live Cockpit
Plus includes the freestanding 14.9” BMW
Curved Display with
Navigation, a 12.3inch digital information display behind
the steering wheel
and BMW Head-up
Display.The new BMW
M340i xDrive is powered by 2,998 cc
straight-six petrol engine
which produces an output of
374 hp and 500 Nm maximum torque. It is accompanied by a characteristic sound
thanks to the M Sport exhaust
unit. The car completes the
sprint from 0 to 100 km/hr in
4.4 seconds, making it the
quickest BMW to be produced in the country.

CMYK

Business

AHMEDABAD SUNDAY 11/12/2022

PM to inaugurate 1st phase of MumbaiNagpur Super Expressway on Sunday

Nagpur, Dec 10 (IANS)
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the
Phase-I of the MumbaiNagpur
Samruddhi
Mahamarg (Super Communication Expressway) and
take a tour of the new thoroughfare on Sunday, officials said here on Saturday.
The 520 km-long Phase
I is part of the total 701 km
Super Expressway project
linking the state capital
Mumbai with Nagpur, passing through 10 districts.
Being constructed at a
cost of around Rs 55,000
crore, it is among the
country's longest greenfield
six-lane expressway and will
slash the travel time between the two cities from

the existing 16 hrs to just
eight hrs.
The Prime Minister will
also dedicate the Nagpur
Metro Phase I and take a ride
from Freedom Park Metro

Station to Khapri Metro Station, lay the foundation for
the Phase II, of the project
costing around Rs 15,000
crore.
He will later flag off the
Nagpur-Bilaspur service of
Vande Bharat Express at

Elon Musk could lose
world's richest person title
London, Dec 10 (IANS)
Tesla has lost nearly half its
market value since its
founder, Elon Musk, bid for
Twitter in April, reducing his
net worth by about $70 billion and putting his title as
worlds richest person at risk.
Shares in the electric car
company traded at $340.79
on April 13, the day before
Twitter revealed in a securities filing that the
billionaire had made a
hostile bid to buy the social
media company for $43.4
billion, the Guardian reported.
Since then the Tesla
share price has plunged by
49 per cent to $173.44, also
due to concerns around disruptions at one of its
factories in Shanghai.
The Tesla boss has sold
$20 billion of Tesla shares
since April to fund the
buyout.
This means his claim to
be the planet's wealthiest

person is under threat, with
France's Bernard Arnault,
chief executive of the luxury
group LVMH, snapping at
his heels. On Wednesday,
share movements meant
Arnault briefly took top spot,
The Guardian reported.
Musk has said of his
Twitter takeover: "Having a
public platform that is massively trusted and broadly
inclusive is extremely important to the future of
civilisation."
However, Tesla shareholders worry about how he
is dividing his time between
the social media site and his
many other ventures such
as the rocket company
SpaceX, and that running
Twitter is too much of a distraction.
He is under pressure to
turn around Twitter, which
was already struggling before he bought it, making a
$221m net loss last year, the
Guardian reported.--IANS

Nagpur Railway Station and
lay the foundation stone for
other rail projects worth
around Rs 1,500 crore.
The Prime Minister will
dedicate the state-of-theart AIIMS Nagpur, built at a
cost of over Rs 1,575 crore
to the nation and lay the
foundation stone of the National Institute of One
Health Nagpur, to be built
for over Rs 110 crore.
He will inaugurate the
Centre for Research Management and Control of Hemoglobinopathies, and
dedicate the Central Institute of Petrochemicals Engineering & Technology, in
Chandrapur, and lay the
foundation for the Rs 1,925
crore river pollution abatement project in Nagpur, under the National River Conservation Plan.
On Sunday afternoon,
Modi will fly to Goa where
he has a series of other engagements lined up.

When
contacted,
BhararPe declined to comment on the matter as of
now.
With this new move,
BharatPe has taken on
Grover from three sides,
along with a civil case in the
Delhi High Court asking him
to reply on the Rs 88.6 crore
he allegedly swindled at the
company along with his
wife and close relatives and
a criminal complaint with
the Economic Offences
Wing (EOW).
In February this year
amid the high drama,
Grover lost an arbitration
plea he had filed with the
SIAC against the company’s

Chennai, Dec 10 (IANS)
Not all corporate insurance
agents - banks and others may sign up soon to distribute products of 27 insurers nine each in life, general and
health- said experts.
Even when the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India
(IRDAI) had allowed the corporate agents to tie up with
three insurers in each segment, not many had opted
for that.
"The nine tie ups in each
sector were recently prescribed. We have distribution tie-ups with three life
insurers and two general insurers," S.Krishnan, Managing Director and CEO,
Tamilnad Mercanti le Bank
Ltd (TMB) said.
The TMB has signed up
as a corporate agent for
Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance
Company Ltd on Friday.
"Not all banks have three

New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS)
Reiterating commitment of
his government to transform the state into a major
industrial and export hub by
facilitating businesses and
creating an investor-friendly
environment, Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann on
Friday said the state is
strengthening the singlewindow system for facilitating the investors.
Interacting with delegates during fifth meeting
of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) Northern
Region Council here, the
Chief Minister said earlier,
the single-window service
was merely a sham, devoid

probe. He lost the plea, with
the emergency arbitrator
stating there was no ground
to stop governance review
at the fintech platform.
BharatPe has initiated
criminal and civil proceedings against Grover, his wife
Madhuri Jain Grover and
their relatives over huge
misappropriation of company funds to the tune of
over Rs 88.6 crore.
The Delhi High Court on
Thursday issued notice and
summons to Grover and his
kin in a plea filed by the
company seeking orders to
restrain them from making
defamatory statements
against the company.

of any meaningful purpose,
which not only demoralised
the potential investors but
also hampered the industrial development of the
state.However, he said his
government is making allout efforts to ensure that investors get all facilities at
this window smoothly and
without any sort of corrupt
practices.Mann invited the
captains of industry to invest in the state and become a part of industrial
evolution and progress.The
Chief Minister lauded the efforts undertaken by the CII
in supporting industry and
creating a business conducive environment. He said

I have changed my old name
from
GELABHAI GAFURBHAI
RABARI to GELABHAI
GAFURBHAI DESAI
Add. A-201, Rajyash Rains
South Vasna, Ahmedabad
3872A

agement believes that it will
be beneficial for its shareholders. The company said that its
decision for the same comes
from its strong financial position and liquidity. A board
meeting will be held on December 13 for the approval of
the company’s first ever share
buyback. Paytm’s announcement has been welcomed by
investors and analysts as the
company’s stock surged
sharply during Friday’s trading
session.While the details of the
buyback will be disclosed by

CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME

I have changed my minor
daughter old name from
PATEL JENSY
JAIMINKUMAR to PATEL
JENCY JAIMINKUMAR
Add. Gokalpura,
Post-Nadasa, Ta-Jotana
Dist. Mehsana-384410
3873

I have changed my old name
from
SAGAR RAJESHKUMAR
SONI to OCEAN SINGH
SONI
Add. 704, Shree Sharan
Nr. Abjibapa Green Nikol
Ahmedabad-382350
3873

the company after the board
meeting, social media is already abuzz with speculations
about Paytm’s move, with
some even comparing the
company’s proposed move to
Warren Buffet’s Berkshire
Hathaway, a top US multinational conglomerate. ATwitter
user pointed out how Paytm’s
proposed buyback move is
quite like how Berkshire
Hathaway has done it in the
past,at a point when management believes shares are under their intrinsic value and its
cash reserves aren’t greatly imCHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
CHANDIRA
BHAVANISHANKAR
CHAMANBHAI to
CHANDIRA BHAVANI
CHAMANBHAI
Add. 18, Maheshwari Soc,
Station Road, Kadi
3875

CHANGE OF NAME

CMC-Sodium Carboxymethyl Cellulose
For Textiles, Detergents, Paints, Pesticide, Ceramic, Oil well drilling, Welding
Electrodes etc.
CMS-Carboxy Methyl Starch
For Textiles, Briquettes,

Cellulose Powder For welding rods
Address : Plot No 5623/c, Phase II,
GIDC Industrial Area, Vatva,
Ahmedabad-382445. Gujarat India.
CONTACT +91 98799 97220,
E-MAIL : info@patelindustries.co.in

Manufacturer & Exporter
of Speciality Chemicals

the opening up of the distribution network as they
need not shell out huge
sums as a sign-in bonus to
banks as corporate agents.
Earlier, when the banks
were allowed to distribute
products of only one insurer,
the insurance companies
paid a sign-up bonus to the
banks under various heads,
industry officials not want-

I have changed my old name
from
ILABEN GELABHAI RABARI
to ILABEN GELABHAI
DESAI
Add. A-201, Rajyash Rains
South Vasna, Ahmedabad
3872

the Punjab government is
undertaking efforts to foster
an investment ecosystem in
the state, create suitable employment opportunities for
all, provide access to quality
infrastructure,
enable
greater transparency and
accountability
in
governance.Rolling out red
dustry, the Chief Minister
said the state offers one of
the most competitive rates
of power for all industries
and is recognized as one of
the top achievers in significantly improving its ease-ofdoing business, in the latest
Business Reforms Action
Plan (BRAP) report of the
Union government.

ing to be quoted had told
IANS.For the life insurer's
banks with their wide
branch network and acting
as corporate agents bring in
sizable volume of business.
"Fifty two per cent of
our business is brought in
by banks and other partner
channels," Tarun Chugh,
Managing Director and
CEO, Bajaj Allianz Life said.
On the other hand,
Emkay Global Financial Services Ltd has a different take
on the IRDAI's decision.
In a report Emkay Global said the increase in the
distribution tie ups for
banks and others does not
look promising for the
policyholders."Instead, it
may well turn out to be a
great opportunity for
corpor ate agents, who will
push products based on the
benefit they themselves get
rather than customers' best
interest," Emkay Global said.

Mutual funds
SIPs garnered Rs
13,306 crore in
November
Chennai, Dec 9 (IANS)
The Indian mutual fund
raised about Rs 13,000 crore
from systematic investment
plans (SIP), but the growth
and equity funds saw a reduced net inflow of about
Rs 2,258.35 crore last
month, the Association of
Mutual Funds in India
(AMFI) said.
The 26 new schemes
launched by several fund
houses last month had
mobilised a total sum of Rs
7,199 crore.
According to the AMFI,
the net inflow from SIPs
stood at about Rs 13,306
crore last month.

GoM on GST levy on casinos,
online gaming to submit report
New Delhi: The state finance ministers’ panel for
GST levy on casinos, online
gaming and horse racing will
submit its report to the GST
Council
next
week,
Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma said.
Sangma-headed Group
of Ministers (GoM) held its final meeting on the issue earlier this week and is understood to have recommended a GST levy of 28 per
cent on online gaming, irrespective of whether it is a
game of skill or chance.
However, in the absence
of consensus on whether the
tax should be levied on only

Paytm buyback shows firm believes shares are below
intrinsic value, just how Berkshire Hathaway did it in the past
New Delhi, Dec 10 (IANS)
Paytm, India’s leading mobile
payments and financial services company, has informed
the exchanges about its plans
to buyback shares as its man-

insurance tie ups even now,"
said Tarun Chugh, Managing Director and CEO, Bajaj
Allianz Life when asked as to
why not totally open up the
distribution network.
Insurers are happy with

Strengthening single-window
system for investors: Punjab CM

BharatPe files arbitration with SIAC to
restrict Ashneer’s 1.4% unvested stock
New Delhi, Dec 9 (IANS)
In yet another move against
its former co-founder and
Managing Director Ashneer
Grover, fintech platform
BharatPe has filed for arbitration with the Singapore
International Arbitration
Centre (SIAC) to restrict his
1.4 per cent shareholding as
well as strip him off his
founder title.
Grover has about 8.5 per
cent share of the company
and of this, 1.4 per cent is yet
to be vested.
Reliable sources told
IANS that Grover will lose his
unvested shares and right to
use the founder title if the
arbitration is granted.

'Not all banks may opt to
sell products of 27 insurers'

pacted. It may be noted that
Berkshire Hathaway is an investor in Paytm. The user also
attached a Berkshire
Hathaway release related to
share buyback from 2018,
which said:“Under the amendment adopted by the Board of
Directors, share repurchases
can be made at anytime that
boht
Warren
Buffett,
Berkshire’s Chairman and CEO,
and Charlie Munger, a Berkshire Vice Chairman, believe
that the repurchase price is
below Berkshire’s intrinsic
value, conservatively determined.”
CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
MALWAT ABDULRAHEMAN
MAHMADBHAI to MALWAT
ABDULREHMAN
MAHMADBHAI
Add. 4/3,Gulshan E Naem
Society, Nr. Ghachi Hall,
Fatehwadi,
Ahmedabad-380055
3877

the fees charged by the por- the full value of the considtal or the entire consider- eration, including the conation, including the bet test entry fee, paid by the
amount received from par- player without making a disticipants, the GoM has de- tinction such as games of
cided to refer all the sugges- skill or chance. However, the
tions to the GST Council for council had asked the GoM
to reconsider its report.
a final decision.
The 8-member GoM inAsked when the GoM
Thiyagarajan,
would send the report to the udelc
council, Sangama said that Maharashtra Deputy Chief
currently, online gaming at- Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
tracts 18 per cent GST. The Finance Ministers of West
(Chandrima
tax is levied on gross gaming Bengal
revenue, which is the fees Bhattacharya), Gujarat
charged by online gaming (Kanubhai Desai), Uttar
portals.The GoM in its earlier Pradesh (Suresh Kumar
report submitted to the Khanna),Telangana (T Harish
council in June had sug- Rao), and Goa Industries Mingested a 28 per cent GST on ister Mauvin Godinho.

V-Guard to acquire Sunflame
Enterprises for Rs 660 cr
Kochi, Dec 10 (IANS)
Kochi-based V-Guard Industries (V-Guard) on Saturday
announced the signing of
definitive agreements for
acquiring 100 per cent stake
in Sunflame Enterprises Private Ltd. (SEPL) for Rs 660
crore. The all-cash deal is expected to close by mid of
January 2023, said a top V-

Guard official and it would
be funded through a mix of
internal accruals and debt.
The acquisition is in line
with V-Guard’s strategy to
become a significant player
in the domestic Kitchen Appliances segment. The
Sunflame brand has a pan
India presence with a strong
brand recall.

GUJARAT SECONDARY AND HIGHER
SECONDARY EDUCATION BOARD,
SECTOR NO 10/B, GANDHINAGAR-382010

Auction Notice
Gujarat Secondary and Higher Secondary Education
Board, Gandhinagar invites For Auction of Gujarat
Secondary and Higher Secondary Education Board,
Baroda Building (With Land), Details of the Auction
Published on Gem Web Site www.gem.gov.in with
Auction ID No.3424.
Sd/Secretary
GS & HSEB
INF/1946/22-23
Gandhinagar

Gujarat State Road Development Corporation Ltd.
(Govt.of Gujarat Undertaking)
Ground Floor, Nairman Bhavan, Sector 10 A, Gandhinagar

Tender Notice (Through E-Tendering only)-20/2022-23
Second Attempt
Name of Work

Bid
(Rs.)

Authority’s Engineer for Upgradation
(Widening from 2-lane paved shoulder
to standard 4-lane) & strengthening of
Himmatnagar Bypass Road including
widening of major bridge on Hathmati
river (On Engineering, Procurement,
Construction-EPC Mode)

Tender
Security
(Rs.)

25,000/+18%
1,50,000 GST=
29,500/-

a. bid document downloading start
fee
Date& Time
b. Pre-bid Meeting Date & Time
c. Online Bid submission last
Date & Time
d. Opening of bid (Online), Date &
Time (Preobable)

a.12/12/2022 from 12:00 Hrs.
b.19/12/2202 at 12:00 Hrs.
c.02/01/2023, Till 17:00 Hrs.
d.02/01/2023, at 17:30 Hrs.

Note: Tender Details are available online on website www.nprocure.com,
www.gsrdc/nprorcure.com. All Bid Documents, DD towards Tender Fee, Bid security
and Other Documents etc. should be submitted duly scanned with Bid documents
online at above website without which Bid will not be opened. The competent authority
reserves the right, to reject all or any bid without assigning any Reasons thereof.
INF/1952/22-23

CMYK

7

Business Brief
Adani Group to have its
nominees on NDTV Board
Chennai, Dec 10 (IANS) The Board of New Delhi
Television Ltd (NDTV) has approved a proposal to
invite the Adani Group's RRPR Holding Private Ltd
to nominate two Directors to the former's Board.
The decision was taken at the Board meeting of
NDTV that was held on Friday and intimated to the
bourses later in the day.
RRPR Holding hold 29.18 per cent stake in NDTV.
The appointment will be considered in the next
meeting of Board of Directors, scheduled to be held
on December 23, NDTV said.
With the Adani Group acquiring 99.5 per cent
stake in the RRPR Holding, the latter's original promoters Prannoy Roy and Radhika Roy resigned as
Directors recently.
However, Prannoy Roy and Radhika Roy hold
15.94 per cent and 16.32 per cent stake, respectively,
in NDTV.On the other hand, Sudipta Bhattacharya,
Sanjay Pugalia and Senthil Sinniah Chengalvarayan
were appointed as Directors of RRPR Holdings.
The Adani Group has also made an open offer
to acquire an additional 26 per cent stake in NDTV
at a price Rs 294 per share.
Meanwhile at the bourses, NDTV share prices
are on the downward slide after touching a high of
Rs 470.05 on December 1.On Friday, the share
closed at Rs 330.95 on the BSE.

Next Fed rate hike will amplify
recession: Musk
San Francisco, Dec 10 (IANS) Twitter CEO Elon
Musk on Saturday said that the next US Federal Reserve rate hike will amplify the recession.
"If the Fed raises rates again next week, the recession will be greatly amplified," he said in a tweet.
Several users expressed their thoughts on
Musk's post.
While one user commented: "No one seems to
be noticing that the
amount of power consolidated solely in Elon's
hands is alarming," another said: "That's true, but
if the #Fed doesn't raise
rates #inflation will be
greatly amplified, which
will ultimately amplify the #recession even more."
Last month, Musk had said that the US economy
was inching towards a severe recession, and the
Federal Reserve needs to stop hiking interest rates.
Musk said last week that the American central
bank needs to immediately cut interest rates as a
severe recession is looming.

Stellantis to shut Jeep plant in
US, lay off 1,200 in EV era
San Francisco, Dec 10 (IANS) Stellantis, the
automaker behind Fiat, Jeep and Dodge has announced to lay off 1,200 workers and shut a key
Jeep Cherokee plant in the US in February, as it focuses on investing more in electric vehicles (EVs).
Stellantis said that the plant, which produces the
Jeep Cherokee SUV, will cease production as of February 28, reports CNBC.
"Our industry has been adversely affected by a
multitude of factors like the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and the global microchip shortage, but the
most impactful challenge is the increasing cost related to the electrification of the automotive market," Stellantis said in a statement.The company will
shut the factory that builds Jeep Cherokees in Illinois, leading to 1,200 job cuts.Cherokee sales were
down by about 61 per cent through the third quarter of this year.Stellantis and Samsung have planned
to spend up to $3 billion for a battery factory in the
state of Indiana.The automaker is also investing $4.1
billion with LG for a similar facility in Canada.The
company described the idling of its Illinois plant as
a "difficult but necessary action."

FTX CEO secretly gave $27 mn to
crypto news site The Block, its
CEO
San Francisco, Dec 10 (IANS) Sam BankmanFried (SBF), former CEO of now bankrupt crypto
exchange FTX, gave $27 million in a series of undisclosed loans to Michael McCaffrey, CEO of crypto
news website The Block, to help it stay afloat.
Bankman-Fried also loaned McCaffery $16 million, some of which helped him purchase property
in the Bahamas, where FTX is headquartered, according to Axios.
McCaffrey has resigned after "failing to disclose
a series of loans from disgraced former FTX head
Sam Bankman-Fried's Alameda Research",The Block
said late on Friday.
"He was the only person with knowledge of the
funding at the company," it added.Bobby Moran,
The Block's chief revenue officer, will step
into the role of CEO, eff e c t i v e
i m m e d i a t e l y. M o r a n
wrote in a Medium post
that those loans,
amounting to $27 million, were made by
Alameda Research and the funds were used to effect the restructuring and provide working capital
directly to The Block.
"This news came as both a shock and disappointment to The Block leadership team.
McCaffrey's decision to take out a loan from SBF and
not disclose that information demonstrates a serious lack of judgment," said Moran."As a result of his
actions, we have asked him to step down. He will
have no day-to-day management or operational
responsibilities at The Block.

Instant grocery delivery app
Getir acquires rival Gorillas for
$1.2 bn
London, Dec 10 (IANS) Quick grocery delivery
platform Getir has announced that it is acquiring
its German rival platform Gorillas in a deal that has
been reported to be around $1.2 billion.
The Financial Times first reported that Getir has
closed the acquisition of its competitor.
"Markets go up and down, but consumers love
our service and convenience is here to stay.
The super fast grocery
delivery industry will
steadily grow for many
years to come and Getir
will lead this category it
created 7 years ago,"
Getir Founder Nazim Salur said in a statement.
Turkey-based Getir didn't disclose financial details for the deal but said in a statement that it "underscores how Getir leads consolidation in this
sector."Several of Gorillas' investors will be paid a
combined $40 million in cash, in addition to receiving equity in Getir, according to reports.

Ahmedabad, Page 7

National

CMYK

8

AHMEDABAD SUNDAY 11/12/2022

Rocket launcher attack: NIA
likely to visit Tarn Taran

News

in a Nutshell

Know how newly elected
councillors will choose Mayor of
Delhi
New Delhi, Dec 10 (IANS) After the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) attained a thumping majority in the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) election, the
process to appoint the new Mayor is all set to begin. The AAP bagged 134 wards while the BJP got
109 and the Congress got 9 wards in the civic polls
held on December 4.
The MCD came into existence on April 7, 1958,
under an Act of Parliament. Prior to that Delhi Municipal Committee (DMC) was the principal civic
body of Delhi. Guru Radha Kishan served for the
longest consecutive period as a councillor of the
MCD. The first elected mayor of Delhi was Pt. Trilok
Chand Sharma.
According to the Delhi Municipal Corporation
Act, it is mandatory for the local urban body to hold
elections every five years to determine which party
is in majority to continue holding power. The Section 35 of the Act mandates that the civic body must
elect a mayor at its first meeting of each financial
year.

Sasikala urges TN government
to provide assistance to Cyclone
victims
Chennai, Dec 10 (IANS) Former AIADMK interim
general secretary and late Chief Minister J.
Jayalalithaa's confidante Sasikala has urged the
Tamil Nadu government to provide relief to people
affected by Cyclone Mandous.
In a statement on Saturday, Sasikala who is planning to align with deposed AIADMK leader and
former Chief Minister O. Panneerselvam (OPS) said
that relief should be provided to those who lost
their homes and livelihood opportunities.
She said that fishermen were not able to venture into seas for the past six days following the
weather department warnings and added that they
were suffering financial losses as they were unable
to go out in the sea.

Punjab police station hit by
rocket launcher
Chandigarh, Dec 10 (IANS) In an apparent 'terror' attack, a police station in Punjab's Tarn Taran
district was hit by a probable rocket-propelled grenade (RPG), officials said on Saturday.
However, there was no casualty. At the time of
the attack on Friday night, eight persons, including
Station Head Official (SHO) Parkash Singh, were
present at the police station.
The windowpanes of the police station were
damaged, besides its main entrance.
Senior police officials Have reached the spot for
investigation. The use of a sophisticated weapon
like the RPG has hinted towards a terror angle, a
senior police official admitted.

Students of Patna Women's College hold placards as they form a human chain during Human Rights Day,
in Patna on Saturday. UNI

Strife within TN Congress escalates
Chennai, Dec 10 (IANS)
The strife within the Tamil
Nadu Congress (TNCC) has
escalated after senior leaders including former state
unit chiefs like K.V.
Thangabalu and E.V.K.S.
Elangovan complained
about the functioning of
current state President K.S.
Alagiri.
A group of Congress
workers owing allegiance to
legislator Ruby Manoharan
ransacked the TNCC headquarters, Satyamoorthy
Bhavan.This was following a
dispute in the Tirunelveli
district Congress committee. Manoharan was unhappy that "his followers
were sidelined" while sharing block-level party posts
and that the district president, Jayakumar had "filled
the posts with his own supporters".
This resulted in cadres
and middle-level leaders
supporting Manoharan and
reaching the party headquarters in three buses,
which followed the ransacking of the office premises.
After this, the TNCC suspended Manoharan but
within hours this was stayed
by the AICC secretary
incharge of Tamil Nadu,
Dhinesh Gundurao. This led
to several senior leaders
owing allegiance to K.S.
Alagiri coming out against

Dinesh Gundu Rao.Sources
in the Congress party told
IANS that several senior
party leaders were against
the functioning of K.S.
Alagiri and wanted to remove him from the post.
Former Union minister
and
senior
leader,
Dhanushkodi Adityan while
speaking to media persons
said that "group revival in
the party was a clear indication that the Congress was
being strengthened in the
state".
In Tamil Nadu, the Congress had won eight seats in
the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-

tions. Dr. S. Swaminathan, a
retired Professor of Political
Science from a prominent
University of Tamil Nadu,
while speaking to IANS said,
"The Tamil Nadu Congress in
alliance with DMK has
gained much ground and
this is the cause for group
war in the party.
Congress being a
democratic party, group
wars and dissent are
mal and ultimately the
party is gaining ground in
Tamil Nadu which is good
for the grand old party
which is puffing and panting in several parts of the

Heads roll in Bengali Safari Park as
27 spotted deer die in 2 months
Kolkata, Dec 10 (IANS)
Heads have started rolling
at Bengal Safari Park at
Siliguri in Darjeeling district in West Bengal over
frequent deaths of spotted deer there.On Friday,
IANS reported that as
many as 27 spotted deer
died within a period of just
two months at the Bengal
Safari Park reportedly due
to gross negligence on
part of the safari park authorities. Even before 24

hours have passed since then,
the state forest department
has issued a notification
transferring both the director
and assistant director of the
safari park.
Confirming the transfers,
state forest minister,
Jyotipriyo Mullick said that he
has taken the matter quite
seriously and the director and
the assistant directors of the
Bengali Safari Park have been
removed. A thorough probe
has been ordered to find out

Delhi's air quality
continues to be 'very poor'

Rescuers climb on a ladder after rescue operation at a coal mine after an explosion, in Sawahlunto, West Sumatra, Indonesia, Dec. 9, 2022. A coal mine exploded in Indonesia's western province of West Sumatra on Friday, leaving nine
workers dead, two others injured and one missing, an official said. UNI

Malaysia's unemployment falls to
lowest in Oct since Covid-19 pandemic

Kuala Lumpur, Dec 10
(IANS) Malaysia's unemployment fell to the lowest
level since the Covid-19
pandemic in October,
reaching 602,000 persons,
official data showed.
The unemployment
rate in October remained at
3.6 per cent, 0.3 percentage
points higher than the prepandemic level of 3.3 per
cent in
February 2020, the Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM) said in a
statement on Friday.
According to the DOSM,
the optimistic labour force
performance in October reflected the nation's steady
economic fundamentals,
resulting from continu-

ously growing economic
and social activities, Xinhua
news agency reported.
It was coupled with ongoing policy support to
buffer the impact of the rising cost of living and reduce the negative risks associated with lingering
geopolitical unrest and
tightening external financial conditions.
The domestic and international tourism was
boosted by increasing
tourist arrivals in many
countries, including Malaysia, and the increasing momentum of economic activities contributed by the
current economic situation.
Therefore, the number

of labour force continued
to expand in October, with
a month-on-month increase of 0.2 per cent to
record 16.68 million people,
whereas the labour force
participation rate stood at
69.7 per cent.Due to optimistic economic and business performance forecasts, the DOSM expected
the labour market to be
better, whereby more
labour will be recruited to
accommodate
the
economy and business
needs."As a result, more
labour demand and supply
opportunities will emerge
in the market, bolstering
the labour market's positive
momentum in the coming
months," it said.

K'taka BJP to rename ritual 'Salaam
Aarti' started by Tipu Sultan

Three killed in
road accident in
Telangana

Bengaluru, Dec 10 (IANS)
The ruling BJP of Karnataka
has decided to rename 'Salaam Aarti'-- a ritual started
by Mysuru ruler Tipu Sultan
in the state.
The announcement to
change the age-old ritual
made by the Karnataka
Dharmika Parishat, which
comes under Department
of Hindu Religious Institutions and Charitable Endowments, is likely to stoke a
controversy.
'Salaam Aarti' ritual was
started during the time of

Hyderabad, Dec 10
(IANS) Three persons were
killed in a road accident in
Nizamabad district of
Telangana on Saturday.
The accident occurred
on national highway near
Chepur village in Armoor
mandal when a truck
rammed into a car.Quoting
an eye-witnesses, police
said, the car which was trying to overtake another vehicle, collided with the truck
coming from the opposite
direction, leading to on the
spot death of three people.

Mysuru ruler Tipu Sultan.
Tipu got the worship done
on his behalf for the welfare
of the Mysuru kingdom.
Even after he died in the
battle against the British, the
ritual continues in various
Hindu temples across the
state. Kashekodi Suryanarayana Bhat, Member of
Parishat stated that earlier
the ritual was conducted for
the welfare of state administration, now it will be for
the welfare of the people.
Now, the ritual would be
named as 'Namaskara'.

country."With Congress trying to rejuvenate itself in the
state, the group and dissident activities are also on
the rise.
A senior leader of the
Congress party owing allegiance to K.S. Alagiri while
speaking to IANS said,
"Alagiri is a powerful leader
and after several years
someone is talking about
the Congress party in Tamil
Nadu and this is a good sign.
The party is on the path of
revival in the state and for
the time being, a political
alliance with DMK is doing
the party well."

New Delhi, Dec 10 (IANS)
The air quality of the national capital on Saturday
continued to be "very poor".
According to the System
of Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting And Research
(SAFAR), the city's overall Air
Quality Index (AQI) was recorded at 316 in the "very
poor" category this morning. The concentration of
both PM 2.5 and PM 10 in
the environment was recorded at 316 and 217 respectively under "very poor"
and "poor category"
respectively.The overall Air
Quality Index of Delhi's
neighbouring cities of
NOIDA further deteriorated

to the severe category with
the air quality index recorded at 478.
Gurugram's overall air
quality was recorded at 293
in the "poor category".
The air quality index at
Pusa, Lodhi Road, and
Mathura Road were recorded 331, 293 and 329 respectively in the "very poor"
category as per the SAFAR
system. The prolonged exposure to poor category air
quality may lead to respiratory illness.
As per the SAFAR forecast, Delhi's air quality will
continue in very poor category with AQI escalating to
326 on Sunday.

the reason behind so
many deer deaths and to
suggest corrective measures to avoid such tragedies in future," Mullick
said. It is learnt that the
Bengal Safari Park director,Dawa Sangmu Sherpa
has been transferred as
the divisional forest officer of the Raiganj division and she has been replaced by Kamal Sarkar,
who is presently DFO of
Raiganj division.

University.Of late, a special
assembly session is presently considering on a Bill
seekling to remove Gover as
the chancellor in all universities in Kerala.
"The state government
knows it has no jurisdiction
over universities as we have
an education system which
is the same for all the states
in the country and the UGC
regulations will prevail.
What's now happening is
obstacles are being created
in the appointment of vice
chancellors and now with
the Supreme Court directive
things are very clear," said
Khan while speaking to the

Besides a team of forensic experts, DGP Punjab
Gaurav Yadav himself
reached the spot and spoke
to senior police officials.
The team recovered the
rocket launcher from the
police station and a part of
it from the highway.
As per experts, the attackers might have been in
a car and fled soon after
launching the rocket.
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann while
speaking at a press event
said that the law and order
situation in Punjab is under
control."Gangsters didn't
rise in my era; they were
here already. But we are controlling them. We are upgrading our police system,"
he said.Notably, this is the
second attack with a rocket
launcher in the state. On
May 8, Punjab Police
Intelligence's headquarters
was attacked in a similar
manner.

Cyclone Mandous: Heavy
rain lashes Tamil Nadu
Chennai, Dec 10 (IANS)
Cyclone Mandous that
touched
ground
at
Mahabalipuram on Friday
night has led to heavy and
intense rains in Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry and Karaikal.
According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), the cyclone is expected to weaken into a depression by Saturday morning and move in Westth-West direction.
In Chennai alone, 300
trees were uprooted due to
the cyclonic storm and a
large workforce was deployed to cut and remove
the fallen trees to prevent
disruption of traffic.
The public transport system is hit by incessant rains
and inundation in many
parts of Tamil Nadu. Holidays are declared in 27 districts of Tamil Nadu for educational institutions, including schools and colleges.
Greater Chennai Corporation Commissioner, Gagan
Singh Bedi while speaking
to media persons said, "A
large civic workforce is engaged in clearing the fallen

trees as in Chennai alone
more than 300 trees were
uprooted due to the cyclonic storm. By evening,
everything will be fine."
Traffic movement is cut
off in the ECR Highway connecting
Chennai
to
Mahabalipuram and the
Chengalpattu
and
Kanchipuram local bodies
have directed people to stay
indoors. In several parts of
K ancheepuram,
Chengalpattu, Chennai, and
Mahabalipuram areas, there
is a power cut and Tangedco
officials told mediapersons
that the power disruption
would soon resume.
A total of 27 flights were
cancelled from Chennai airport. There is heavy water
logging in many areas of
Chennai and Chengalpattu
districts even though flooding was not witnessed.
IMD officials said that
heavy to very heavy rains
are expected to occur in
Villupuram,
Ranipet,
Tirupathur,
Vellore,
Krishnagiri, Dharmapuri,
Chennai, and Salem districts.

East Champaran-based gang
of burglars busted, four held
New Delhi, Dec 10 (IANS)
With the arrest of four men,
the Delhi Police's Crime
Branch on Saturday claimed
to have busted an interstate gang of burglars operating from East Champaran
in Bihar, said an official on
Saturday.
Police said that they
have also recovered more
than 2,000 bags (45,000
Kgs) of plastic PVC powder
worth Rs 60 lakh, 550 cloth
rolls worth Rs. 11 lakh and
other materials.
The accused have been
identified as Vikash Ram
alias Rajan, 24, Anwar-UlHaq, 22, Rakesh Kumar Sah,

UGC regulations will prevail in all
states: Guv Arif Mohammed Khan
New
Delhi/
Thiruvananthapuram, Dec
10 (IANS) Showing no signs
of relenting, Kerala Gover
Arif Mohammed Khan
reiterated that the UGC rules
will prevail in the running of
the universities, not just in
Kerala, but all across the
states in the country.
Khan and the ruling
Pinarayi Vijayan-led Left
government have been at
loggerheads for the past
few months ever since the
former put his foot down
over appointment of the
wife of Vijayan's private secretary to a prime teaching
post in the Kannur

New Delhi, Dec 10 (IANS)
A team of National Investigation Agency (NIA) is likely
to visit Punjab's Tarn Taran
Sarhali Police Station which
was hit by a probable
rocket-propelled grenade
(RPG), officials said on Saturday.
Eight persons, including
Station Head Official (SHO),
were present at the police
station at the time of the attack late on Friday night.
However, no injuries
were reported in the incident. The ammunition was
powerful but it rebounded
after hitting the wall of the
police station.
The police station wall,
mirrors of the doors of the
'sanjh kendra' and a door
scroll were damaged in the
incident.
The Sarhali police station is situated on the
Amritsar-Bathinda Highway.
As of now, the police have
not identified the attackers.

media in Delhi on Saturday.
"My only concern is the
student community should
not suffer," added Khan
who said that all the vicechancellors who have been
given the chance to
explane have been given
time and in a day or two it
will be over.
"Then I will wait for the
Kerala High Court to give
their verdict, and until then
I will not take any decision,"
said Khan.

22, and Gul Alam, 25, all residents of village Sugauli in
East Champaran.
With their arrest police
have claimed to have solved
5 cases of burglary in the
national Capital.
According to Ravindra
Singh Yadav, the Special
Commissioner of Police
(Crime), police teams were
working on analysing the
crimes based on spatial patterns and modus operandi.
"During such analysis, it
was realised that in recent
months, some incidents of
burglary have taken place in
the warehouses, which have
the same modus operandi.

Considering the seriousness of the crimes, a police
team was put on the task to
work upon these cases,"
said the Special CP.
"A specific input about
one Vikas member of a
Bihar-based burglary gang
was also received by the
police team and acting on
the inputs, raided a godown
in Sanoth village. All four
accused were arrested from
the godown which was also
used by them to store stolen goods," said the official.
Vikas is the gang leader
and he specialises in burglaries of large quantities of
goods from warehouses.

Man beaten up in Delhi
succumbs to injuries
New Delhi, Dec 10
(IANS) An unidentified man,
aged around 30, who was
found in an unconscious
state with multiple injury
marks on the body in
th Delhi's Sindhora
Kalan area has succumbed
to the wounds, the police
said on Friday.
According to the police,
there were various injury
marks on the face and head
of the man, while some
bricks with blood stains

were also found on the
spot.
Police suspect that he
was beaten by a group of
men.
According to Sagar
Singh Kalsi, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (
th), on Friday, at around
8.35 a.m., an information
was received at Sarai
Rohilla police station about
an unconscious person
having injury on his head
lying near Sindhora Kalan.

Delhi: Man absconding in hit &
run case arrested after 11 yrs
New Delhi, Dec 10
(IANS) A man who had
been absconding in a hit
and run case since the past
11 years was finally arrested
in Delhi's New Ashok Nagar
area, police said.
The accused, identified
as 45-year-old Vimal Chand,
was declared a Proclaimed
Offender on September 23,
2011 by the Saket Court in
connection with an FIR registered under section 279
(rash driving) and 338
(causing grievous hurt) of
the IPC at the Badarpur police station.
"Specific inputs were received about a Proclaimed

Offender who was evading
his presence before the
court and hiding in New
Ashok
Nagar by changing his
identity," said Chandan
Chowdhary, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(South).
"Police team activated
interstate informers and
conducted local enquiry of
the areas and developed
important clues about the
offender. On Friday, a
trap was laid and Vimal
Chand was arrested from
Gali No. 3 in New Ashok
Nagar," said the official.-IANS
CMYK

Security personnel carring injured person at a hospital after an Improvised
Explosive Device (IED) Blast triggered by Maoist in the dense forest of Chaibasa
in West Singhbhum district of Jharkhand on the wee hours in Ranchi on Saturday. UNI

