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Ahead of taking
oath, TN minister
TRB Rajaa meets
CM Stalin

Chennai, May 10 (IANS)
TRB Rajaa, who is set to
take oath as a minister in
Tamil Nadu Cabinet, met
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin at
the latter's residence in
Teynampet on Wednes-
day.

On Tuesday night,
Tamil Nadu Governor, R.N.
Ravi had approved the rec-
ommendation of Chief
Minister Stalin to induct
TRB Rajaa to his cabinet.

A release from the Raj
Bhavan through the state
information department
said, "The Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu has recom-
mended to the Governor
of Tamil Nadu to induct
TRB Rajaa, Mannargudi
MLA to the council of min-
isters. The Governor has
approved the recommen-
dation."

Man stabbed to
death by minor
in North Delhi

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) A man was stabbed
to death by a minor in
North Delhi's Timarpur
area following past alterca-
tion and sudden provoca-
tion, an official said on
Wednesday.

The deceased was
identified as Kunal, a resi-
dent of Timarpur.

According to police, on
Tuesday around 10 p.m,
information was received
at Timarpur police station
regarding the stabbing of
a person with a knife on
Fateh Singh Road near
CPWD office following
which a police team
rushed to the spot.

"Injured Kunal was
taken to the trauma centre
by PCR van but he was de-
clared brought dead. A
case under section 302
(murder) of the Indian Pe-
nal Code was registered,"
said Sagar Singh Kalsi, the
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (North).

Voting underway
on 2 Assembly
seats in UP

Lucknow, May 10
(IANS) Voting is currently
underway for the by-elec-
tions being held in two As-
sembly segments in Uttar
Pradesh, election officials
said on Wednesday.

The bypolls are being
held in Suar Assembly seat
that was vacated following
the disqualification of
Abdullah Azam earlier this
year after he was con-
victed in a case.

The second seat where
voting is ongoing is
Chhanbey in Mirzapur that
fell vacant following the
demise of Apna Dal MLA
Rahul Kol.

Tight security arrange-
ments have been made for
polling on both the seats.

NIA seizes 6
shops of
terrorist Fayaz
Ahmad Khan in
Kashmir

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) The National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) has
seized six shops belonging
to terrorist Fayaz Ahmad
Khan in Lethpora, Kashmir,
in connection with a mili-
tant attack on the CRPF
Group Centre on Decem-
ber 2017. Kashmir in May
2022 along with Muzamil
Mushtaq Bhat.

"Bhat and Khan, the
two workers of The Resis-
tance Front (TRF), were in
contact with their Paki-
stan-based handlers for
providing logistic support
for terrorist activities,
spreading terrorist propa-
ganda, radicalising and re-
cruiting new members of
the banned outfit," an NIA
official said.

BENGALURU,  Voters standing in the queue to cast their votes, at a polling booth during the Karnataka
Legislative Assembly elections 2023 at Corporation Nursery School (Vasant Nagar), in Bengaluru on Wednes-
day. UNI

NATHDWARA, PM Narendra Modi offering prayers at the Shrinathji Temple
in Nathdwara during his visit, in Rajasthan on Wednesday. UNI

SRINAGAR, Jammu and Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj Sinha participated in
the Mahayagya organised on the auspicious occasion of Zeashta Mata Jayanti
at Zeashta Devi Temple, in  Srinagar on Wednesday. UNI

Jaipur, May 10 (IANS)
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday inau-
gurated and laid foundation
stones for development
projects worth approxi-
mately Rs 5,000 crore in the
state.

On the occasion,
Rajsamand MP, Diya Kumari
expressed her gratitude ac-
knowledging Prime Minis-
ter Modi’s strong commit-
ment to development. She
highlighted the gauge con-
version of the Mavli-Marwar
rail line, the construction of
the Gomti to Beawar four-
lane highway, and the road
connecting Shri Charbhuja
Nath to Shrinath ji as signifi-
cant projects resulting from

PM  Modi inaugurates projects
worth Rs 5000 cr in Rajsamand

the Prime Minister’s com-
mitment to development.

In her speech, the MP
also praised the ongoing
development initiatives
across India, positioning the
nation as a global leader,
with the continuous expan-
sion of airports, national
highways, seaports, and the
enhancement of medical
facilities through the
Ayushman Bharat
programme and the estab-
lishment of medical col-
leges in every district.

She also expressed her
heartfelt appreciation to the
Union Cabinet for the re-
markable development
work undertaken in the
Rajsamand parliamentary

constituency.
The MP highlighted the

approval of three Kendriya
Vidyalayas in Rajsamand
district, the selection of five
railway stations in the Amrit
station scheme and the se-
lection of 16 schools in the
PM Shri scheme.

Furthermore, she also
applauded the commence-
ment of domestic gas pipe-
line work, the approval of an
extension counter for the
Army canteen, the inclusion
of Rajsamand in the digital
village scheme, allocation of
thousands of crores of ru-
pees for road construction
under the PMGSY and CRIF
schemes, the provision of
health facilities under the

Kisan Samman Nidhi and
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana, and the introduction
of 5G network in Nathdwara.
These initiatives have given
a new dimension to the de-
velopment of Rajsamand,
said Diya Kumari.

The Rajsamand MP also
commended PM Modi for
his interactions with the
people and extended con-
gratulations on the comple-
tion of 100 episodes of
‘Mann Ki Baat’.

She expressed deep
gratitude to the numerous
individuals who travelled
from far and wide to attend
this historic and memorable
occasion.

—IANS

SP MLA beats up BJP leader’s
husband in police station

been taken on the develop-
ments which led to a flare-
up,” he told IANS. In the
middle of the protest,
Deepak Singh arrived at the
station and was heard
loudly abusing the SP leg-
islator and his supporters.

A senior police officer
said the situation suddenly
got out of hand and the po-
lice had little time to react
when the two political op-
ponents came face-to-face.

The issue has now been
resolved, and legal action
will be taken against both
individuals, with cases reg-
istered against them, the of-
ficer added.

Amethi, May 10 (IANS)
Samajwadi Party (SP) MLA
Rakesh Pratap Singh
thrashed a BJP leader’s hus-
band inside a police station
in Amethi while officials
made half-hearted attempts
to save the victim.

The victim was identi-
fied as Deepak Singh, the
husband of Rashmi Singh, a
BJP municipal election can-
didate.

The incident took place
inside the Gauriganj Kotwali
police station in front of
dozens of policemen who
struggled to keep Rakesh
Pratap Singh and his sup-
porters off Deepak Singh.

A video of the incident
has gone viral on social me-
dia. According to the SP
MLA, Deepak Singh arrived
at the police station and ver-
bally abused him while he
was sitting on a protest
there.

This made him lose his
temper, he said. Rakesh
Pratap Singh said he had
been on protest because
Deepak Singh and his sup-
porters had assaulted some
of his supporters, but the
police had not taken any
action.

“I have telephoned all
senior police and district of-
ficials but no action has

Delhi HC posts for Aug 7 PIL against Rahul Gandhi,
Kejriwal over ‘misleading’ statements against Centre

in the nation.” On how this
downgrades the reputation
of Centre, the petitioner has
said that it is well-known
that as per Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), write off is not
same as waive off but writ-
ing off loans has been
shown by Respondent no 2
to 5 as waiving off loans.

“This deliberate twist to
the actual meaning of writ-
ing off loans by these politi-
cians and media outlets had
created confusion in the
minds of readers/viewers
including in the mind of the
petitioner,” Yadav claimed.

He claimed that in Au-
gust last year, he served le-
gal notices on Gandhi,
Kejriwal and news
organisations, requesting an
apology and the removal of
the offending material, but
received no response.

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) The Delhi High Court
on Wednesday posted for
hearing on August 7 a Pub-
lic Interest Litigation (PIL)
seeking a direction to CBI to
investigate and prosecute
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi and Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal for
making “false and mislead-
ing statements” accusing
the Union Government of
waiving off loans for various
industrialists during 2020-
2021. A division bench of
Chief Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad
granted time to the peti-
tioner to file certain docu-
ments. Accordingly, the
court listed the matter to be
next heard on August 7.

The petitioner, social
worker and farmer Surjit

Singh Yadav, in the PIL filed
through advocate Barun
Kumar Sinha, has also asked
the court to direct news
channels - News 24 and

NDTV - to take down the
two political leaders’ “incor-
rect and misleading” state-
ments from their electronic
media platforms and to CBI
to file a complaint, launch an
investigation and prosecute
the two for making such
statements intending to
damage country’s image

and credibility.
The PIL states: “That the

Petitioner came across news
items in electronic and print
media where news related

to waiving off loan
to the tune of Rs 11
lakh crore had been
broadcast on NDTV
in the year 2021.

“ S i m i l a r l y ,
News24 channel
had published
more than two
years ago that loans
of 50 defaulters

have been waived off and
that amount was to the tune
of Rs 68,000 crore which in-
cluded the name of Mehul
Choksi.” “This may have
negative repercussions for
the nation like foreign in-
vestment getting affected,
tourism getting hampered
and promotion of anarchy

OPS urges action against filmmaker Ranjith’s
assistant director for ‘insulting’ Hindu gods

the world famous Thillai
Nataraja. More than 2000
Sivanadiyar, a group of
Shaivate monks, protested
against it. Condemning this,
on behalf of AIADMK, I is-
sued a statement and urged
the Honourable Chief Min-
ister M.K. Stalin to take ac-
tion against those who pub-
lished such videos to create
religious conflicts.” OPS said,
“Vigneswaran alias
Viduthalai Sigappi spoke in
a programme insulting the
epic Ramayana and Hindu
gods like Rama, Lakshmana,
Sita and Hanuman whom
people worship. This is go-
ing viral on social media and
this is highly condemnable.

Chennai, May 10 (IANS)
AIADMK deposed leader
and former Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu O.
Panneerselvam (OPS) on
Wednesday requested Chief
Minister M. K. Stalin to take
stringent action against
filmmaker Pa Ranjith’s assis-
tant director, Vidhuthalai
Sigappi aka Vigneswaran for
allegedly insulting Hindu
gods.

The former Chief Minis-
ter in a three page state-
ment on Twitter posted,
“Ever since the DMK govern-
ment came to power, the
denigration of religion and
religious gods has been go-
ing on in complete violation

of the Indian constitution.
All people living in India are
given the right to freedom
of religion. There is no re-
striction for people to wor-
ship. But defamation of any
religion is not acceptable
under the Constitution. No
one has the right to insult a
particular religion. If one
speaks disparagingly or in-
sulting a particular religion
stating it is an opinion, the
government has the duty
and responsibility to take
legal action against him.”

He further said, “Last
year in Chidambaram and
Cuddalore, a video was cir-
culated on YouTube with
derogatory remarks against

AAP legislator in Punjab
held for poll violation

Chandigarh, May 10 (IANS) Ruling AAP legislator
Dalbir Singh Tong in Punjab was arrested on Wednes-
day for violating model code during the polling for
the Jalandhar Lok Sabha constituency bypoll, but later
released on bail. Chief Electoral Officer Sibin C. told
the media that Tong, the legislator of Baba Bakala, was
arrested. He said on receiving photographs of out-
siders present near polling booths, the police have
been instructed to conduct checks and make public
announcements to ask non-voters to leave the con-
stituency immediately. As per the Election Commis-
sion, the presence of outsiders and political leaders
is banned in the poll-bound areas after campaigning
ends. The polling for the reserved seat in Jalandhar is
witnessing a four-cornered fierce contest in the Dalit-
dominated Doaba region, traditionally a Congress
bastion. The bypoll was necessitated with the death
of Congress MP Santokh Chaudhary due to a heart
attack while taking part in the Punjab leg of the Bharat
Jodo Yatra of party leader Rahul Gandhi in January.

Stalin files defamation case against
TN BJP president Annamalai

stated that he would lodge
a complaint to the CBI
against the Chief Minister
for alleged corruption in the
metro rail phase-1 project in
2011.

The BJP president also
levelled major allegations
against Stalin’s son-in-law
Sabareesan and MP
Kanimozhi, who is Stalin’s
sister.

Kanimozhi has already
filed a defamatory notice to
Annamalai.

Chennai, May 10 (IANS)
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin on Wednesday
filed a defamation suit
against the state BJP presi-
dent K. Annamalai for level-
ing baseless allegations
against him.

The defamation suit was
moved by Public prosecutor
G. Devarajan on behalf of
the Chief Minister.

As per the complaint, K.
Annamalai, state president
of BJP made defamatory
statements at a press meet
held on April 14, 2023. The
videos of the press meet
were uploaded and circu-
lated in various social media
platforms. This was in-
tended to harm the reputa-
tion of the Chief Minister
Stalin in respect of his con-
duct in the discharge of his
public functions.

The complainant prayed
to the court to issue the pro-
cess and proceed against K.
Annamalai and punish him
for the offenses under sec-
tion 499 and 500 of the In-
dian Penal Code (IPC) and
pass such an order.

It may be noted that the
BJP state president
Annamalai had on April 14,
2023 released a video in the
name of ‘DMK files’ and lev-
elled allegations of corrup-
tion against the DMK gov-
ernment.

Annamalai also levelled
allegations against Stalin
and his family, including
Udayanidhi Stalin, his son,
and state minister for Youth
Welfare and Sports develop-
ment. The BJP president also
levelled allegations and

1 dead in knife
attack at
Polish
orphanage

Warsaw, May 10
(IANS) A knife attack at
an orphanage in Poland
has left one teenage girl
dead and nine others
injured, local media re-
ported on Wednesday.

The incident took
place in the village of
Tomislawice at about
11 p.m. on Tuesday
night, reports Xinhua
news agency.

The 19-year-old
perpetrator had been
detained by the police,
it said. The police were
working at the scene
under the supervision
of the prosecutor to de-
termine the
perpetrator’s motives
and the course of the
crime, the Polish Press
Agency added.

—IANS

Exit polls predict tight Congress-
BJP race in battle for Karnataka

Bengluru,
Karnataka election exit

polls 2023 predicted a neck-
and-neck contest between
the BJP and Congress, with
many giving an edge to the
latter.

Karnataka is poised for a
hung assembly, with a slight
advantage projected for the
Congress in the assembly
election 2023, according to
initial exit poll results on
Wednesday. These predic-
tions also suggest that HD
Kumaraswamy's Janata Dal
Secular (JDS) is likely to hold
the key to forming the gov-

ernment. In the 224-
seat assembly, the
majority threshold is
set at 113 seats.

The exit polls
provide insights into
what can be ex-
pected on results day
on May 13. The
Bharatiya Janata
Party, fueled by a ro-
bust campaign led
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, aims
to reclaim power,
while the Congress
seeks a strong resur-
gence before the

2024 Lok Sabha polls.
 Back in 2018, six na-

tional television channels
and one regional channel
conducted eight major exit
polls. These predictions indi-
cated that the BJP would se-
cure the largest number of
seats in the new assembly,
with seven of them suggest-
ing a hung assembly.

The elections witnessed
a fierce battle between the
incumbent BJP, Congress,
and JD(S). The Election Com-
mission reported a voter
turnout of 65.69 per cent
recorded until 5 pm, signify-
ing the high stakes involved.
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Indian Spider-Man:
A chance to shed
tiresome cliches

By delivering a Spider-Man who
feels true to his Indian
background, the makers of the
new film could ensure it makes
headlines for more than just the
casting of Shubman Gill

He wears a dhoti and a pair of juttis, and his pow-
ers, unlike Peter Parker’s, came from a yogi. All Pavitr
Prabhakar, AKA the Indian Spider-Man, needs is some
form of bejewelled headgear (a la Hadji, the “Indian
prince” sidekick of the 1960s’ cartoon hero Jonny
Quest), to complete the stereotype.

The depiction of the Indianised superhero in his
2005 comic book debut would have been funny if it
hadn’t been such a let down. Hopefully, though, the
makers of the upcoming Across The Spider-Verse —
the sequel to the 2018 animated film Into the Spi-
der-Verse — which features the same character, have
not squandered the chance to shed the tiresome cli-
ches.

At the very least, given that it is animation, Across
the Spider-Verse won’t suffer from the notorious “yel-
low filter” problem — the practice of applying a yel-
lowish tint to present countries in Latin America, Af-
rica, West and South Asia (think of Breaking Bad’s
Mexican scenes or most of The Darjeeling Limited).
And no doubt, Hollywood has come a long way from
the monkey brains of Indiana Jones and the Temple
of Doom and Peter Sellers’ “brownface” in The Party.

The true test of how well Across The Spider-Verse
handles its Indian setting and characters would be in
the storytelling. Recent history offers some hope: The
2022 television miniseries Ms Marvel — which is also
part of the Marvel Cinematic Universe — was both
knowledgeable and respectful in how it handled the
titular character’s South Asian heritage and the pain-
ful history of Partition.

Casting the young IPL star Shubman Gill as the
voice of Pavitr Prabhakar (in Hindi and Punjabi), is a
great publicity move. By delivering a Spider-Man who
feels true to his Indian background, instead of being
laden with shopworn cliches, the makers of the new
film could ensure it makes headlines for more than
just the casting coup.
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Mother's Day is just around the
corner, and what better way to show
your love and appreciation for the spe-
cial mothers in your life than with a gift
that promotes their health and well-
being? This year, consider giving the
gift of almonds, a delicious and nutri-
ent-rich treat that is not only delight-
ful to the taste buds but also packed
with health benefits.

Almonds are a versatile nut that
has been a part of the Indian tradition
for centuries for their numerous health
benefits. They are a naturally rich
source of essential nutrients, including
protein, healthy fats, fiber, vitamin E,
and magnesium. These nutrients make
almonds an excellent addition to a
well-balanced diet and a thoughtful
gift option for mothers who prioritize
their health and wellness.

One of the many reasons why al-
monds make an ideal Mother's Day
gift is their potential to support heart
health. Studies have shown that al-
monds can help lower LDL (low-den-
sity lipoprotein) cholesterol, often re-
ferred to as "bad" cholesterol, which is
a risk factor for heart disease. Along
with this, almonds offer other health
benefits ranging from diabetes and
weight management to promoting
skin health.

Celebrate Mother's Day with a Nutritious Twist:
Almonds for a Healthy and Thoughtful Gift

In addition to their nutritional ben-
efits, almonds can be presented in vari-
ous creative ways, such as in a beauti-
fully designed gift box, or a personal-
ized recipe book featuring almond-
based dishes. Giving almonds as a gift
not only shows that you care about the
recipient's health and well-being, but
also adds a touch of thoughtfulness
and uniqueness to your Mother's Day
present.

Sheela Krishnaswamy,Nutrition
and Wellness Consultantsaid, “Moth-
ers, who prioritize taking care of their
families, often overlook their own
health. Therefore, it is crucial to incor-
porate easy and nutritious foods like
almonds into their diets. Studies show
that consuming almonds regularly can
lower harmful LDL cholesterol levels
and maintain protective HDL choles-
terol levels when combined with a
healthy diet.  Additionally, for individu-
als with type-2 diabetes, almonds can
help reduce heart-damaging inflam-
mation.

Hence, it is advisable for mothers
to consume a handful of almonds (30
grams/23 almonds) daily for nutrient
benefits and to stay satiated. Accord-
ing to research by the University of
Leeds, snacking on almonds mid-
morning, as opposed to crackers or

water, leads to lower overall hunger
drive and a reduced desire to consume
high-fat foods .”

Renowned Indian television & film
actress Nisha Ganesh said, “Being a
mother requires constant attention
and care, which makes it essential to
maintain good health and fitness. Dur-
ing my childhood, my mother always
made it a point to ensure that I con-
sumed soaked almonds every morn-
ing. As a mother myself, I have adopted
this habit because almonds are an ex-
cellent source of protein and good
fatsthat provide me with the stamina
needed to interact with my child.”

Well-known South Indian Actress
Pranitha Subhash said,“Throughout
my schooling and career, my mother
has been my unwavering support sys-
tem, helping me navigate challenges
every step of the way. Her selfless sac-
rifices have shaped me to be the per-
son I am today. As her child, it is now
my responsibility to prioritize her well-
being and ensure she leads a healthy
and happy life. Incorporating a hand-
ful of almonds into her daily diet has
been one way to achieve this goal. Al-
monds are a versatile nut that can be
consumed raw, roasted, or salted and
are a high source of protein, fibre, mag-
nesium, vitamin E, and other vital nu-

trients. They also make for a quick and
convenient snack to keep around the
house.”

Sharing some skincare tip for
mothers on Mother’s Day, Cosmetolo-
gist and Skin Expert Dr Geetika Mittal
Guptasaid, “Consistency is key with
skincare. However, with busy sched-
ules many mothers or working women
in general seldom get a chance to take
adequate care of their skin.

 It is important to understand that
an easy and fundamental step to a
healthy-looking skin is to maintain
anutritiousdiet loaded with essential
vitamins and minerals. For instance,
consuming nuts like almonds can be
beneficial for skin health. As per a
study, almonds contain healthy fats
and vitamin E (alpha-tocopherol) that
may benefit skin health, reduce
wrinkle severity, and improve skin
tone in postmenopausal women .

Popular Indian Chef Saransh Goila
mentioned, “Mothers are the true su-
perheroes of our lives, tirelessly jug-
gling multiple responsibilities and
pouring their hearts into everything
they do. On this Mother's Day, let us
honor and celebrate these incredible
women by making this delicious and
nutritious Badami Nankhatai, which is
also my mother's favourite.”

China pulls off its Afghan investment
gambit after a delayed start

By Rahul Kumar
New delhi, May 10: The Afghan Ministry of Industry

and Commerce (MoIC) announced that China has signed
investments worth around $2 billion after the Taliban
formed a government in Afghanistan. This much-needed
investment is a shot in the arm for both - the Taliban re-
gime, still unrecognised by most of the world, as well as
China.

The investments are in the extraction of mines, oil
drilling, services at airports and in industrial parks. Also,
Chinese investors have been regularly visiting Kabul to
seek out different areas for investment.

Afghan MoIC spokesman Akhundazada Abdul Salam
Jawad said: "The contracts have been signed for the ex-
traction of mines, in areas of providing services at the air-
ports, and the formation of industrial parks. Practical work
has begun and total investment is reaching $2 billion.
There will be contracts for the modernisation of customs
offices and other areas with foreign companies."

China is ready to help Afghanistan
realise self-reliance, peace, stability, de-
velopment and prosperity at an early
date, said Chinese State Councilor and
Foreign Minister Qin Gang.

India Narrative spoke with Re-
search Fellow Dr Anwesha Ghosh at
the Indian Council of World Affairs
(ICWA) to understand Afghan-China
relations. She says that China had al-
ways been interested in Afghan min-
erals. "They tried earlier when Afghani-
stan was a republic but things did not
shape up somehow. With the Taliban
coming to power in Kabul, China did
not express its reservations regarding
the Taliban. China has been engaging
with Afghanistan for long even with-
out Pakistan's support."

The investment - to the tune of $2
billion - by China almost seems to have
materialised suddenly. The announce-
ment by MoIC also happened at a time
when Afghanistan's Acting Rural Re-
habilitation and Development Minis-

ter, Mohammad Younus Akhundzada
had called upon foreign investors to
invest in the country.

"It now looks as if the Amu Darya
deal from January was an exploratory
project for China to see whether the
Taliban government can be trusted
with bigger projects. China possibly
also wanted to understand if it had the
capacity to work with the Taliban. With
the $2 billion investment, China feels
that it is feasible to work with Afghani-
stan," says Ghosh.

For Afghanistan, the investments
from China are a big boost as the hith-
erto pariah government gets a mea-
sure of recognition from a global
power.

This is likely to increase confidence
in the Taliban government with a few
friendly nations which may also help
bring in other investors like Iran and
Turkey.

Even as the trio of China, Pakistan
and Afghanistan explore investments

and search for ways of reducing ter-
rorism related risks, India has taken a
completely different pathway to
dealing with the Taliban government
in Afghanistan. Even as India has not
shown an inclination to invest, it has
been sending food and medicine aid
through Pakistan as well as the
Chabahar port in Iran.

Ghosh says that India has contin-
ued with its humanitarian approach
towards the Afghan people in deal-
ing with the Taliban.

The Taliban desperately seeks in-
vestments in the country to run the
government. This is where Beijing
has stepped in to benefit the Taliban.
The government in Kabul under-
stands that with Beijing, there is no
free lunch.

The treasure trove of minerals
can be exploited for the recognition
of the regime which can be touted
as a success for other countries to
pitch in.

Pak military takes risky gamble with Imran Khan's arrest
By Atul Aneja
New Delhi, May 10: The arrest of former Paki-

stan Prime Minister Imran Khan is a pivotal moment
in the power struggle between the military and the
leader of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party.

The move is fraught with risk though, as Khan
exercises considerable street power, which could
lead to a showdown with the armed forces. In the
worst-case scenario, it could result in a bloodbath
in the streets.

Today's arrest caps a long-drawn-out tussle
between the military and Khan. Though it is well-
known that it was the military, led by former Army
Chief, Qamar Javed Bajwa that brought Khan into
power, it became amply clear that the former Prime
Minister, after an initial honeymoon, had turned
rogue.

At some point the military decided that
enough-was-enough. Consequently, it did not stop,
some would say even encourage, a no confidence
motion against the PTI government, which led to
Khan's fall in April last.

A new dynamic panned out thereafter. Back in
favour, the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N), the party led by former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, exiled in London, had made peace with the
military, earlier led by Gen. Bajwa and thereafter by
Gen. Bajwa's protege Gen. Asim Munir. From the

outside, it appeared that the game
was to get the senior Sharif back to
Pakistan, go for elections, and have the
Sharif's back in power in a military-
friendly civilian government.

While the pieces were being
moved on the political chess board, a

lot was happening behind the scenes
at a broader geopolitical level. Ousted
rather unceremoniously from Af-
ghanistan, the Americans were des-
perate to claw back their way into a
position of some influence in the
AfPak area. But Khan was a major ob-
stacle, having shown his inclination to
befriend China, and assiduously sup-
porting Beijing's China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC). The Americans

were therefore banking on the military
to open the AfPak door for them, and
Gen. Bajwa seemed to have obliged.

The jury is out on Pakistan's exact
role in the killing in Afghanistan of ter-
ror kingpin Ayman al Zawahiri in May
2022. But there are credible voices that
suggest that Pakistan provided the air
corridor for the American drone to fly
and shred Zawahiri in Kabul with a
Harpoon missile.The US-Pak military
track seemed to have moved fast
thereafter, including Gen Bajwa's visit
to UK, Washington's top ally, as the
chief guest at the Sandhurst military
parade. The Pakistanis also then de-
cided to fully support Ukraine in its
war against Russia - a US friendly
move-with reports appearing at regu-
lar intervals of Pak military hardware
supplies being flown across to Ukraine
from Rawalpindi.But Khan apparently
continued to be major obstacle in US
plans to impart greater balance in Pak
foreign policy via the military. By all
accounts, if elections were to held now,
as demanded by Khan, it is likely that
PTI may triumph, serving a huge set-
back to the Pakistani deep state and

the Americans.
It is unsurprising that the

Pak military through its media
wing, the Inter Services Public
Relations (ISPR) issued a state-
ment against Khan, a day before
his arrest.

The ISPR had said that for
the last one year, Khan has been
targeting officials of the military
and intelligence agencies with
insinuations and sensational
propaganda."These fabricated
and malicious allegations are
extremely unfortunate, deplor-
able and unacceptable...We ask
the political leader concerned
to make a recourse to legal av-
enues and stop making false al-
legations. The institution re-
serves the right to take legal
course of action against pa-
tently false and malafide state-
ments and propaganda."The
politico-military side having
played its card today, the ball is
in Khan's court, with bloody
street fights in Pakistan a dis-
tinct possibility.

Indian students in UK surpass all nations,
including China: British High Commissioner

Sonipat, May 10 (IANS) Indian stu-
dents in the UK surpass all countries,
including China, said  Alex Ellis, the
British High Commissioner to India, at
a Distinguished Public Lecture on In-
dia-UK Relations at O.P. Jindal Global
University.

"The degree of human connection
between our two countries is extraor-
dinary, yet there is potential to take the
India-UK relationship to a deeper and
profound level," he said.

This was a unique and prestigious
occasion when the High Commis-
sioner of the UK visited JGU for the first
time and addressed students of inter-
national affairs, law and other disci-
plines, giving them a diplomatic and
strategic overview of the relationship
between the world's two important
democracies.

"India and the UK connect on a
human level. We are the fifth and sixth
biggest economies in the world, India
will grow to be the third in the world
by 2030. We are trying to negotiate a
free trade agreement and it's quite im-
portant that we look at the economic
value it gives but also the strategic
value. Together, as nations we will try
to deal with some of the biggest prob-
lems the world faces, especially cli-
mate change! We have already dem-
onstrated how well we have cooper-
ated in the research and production of
Covishield vaccine during the pan-

demic. It was funded by research in
Britain's second best university and
then developed and manufactured in
India and that's been a great mile-
stone. But India will be one of the
country's most affected by climate
change in the world and we will face
it in our lifetimes."

The High Commissioner then gave
an overview of geopolitical strategic

imperatives which will influence the
India-UK relationship.

"Trade and investment, security in
the region and the Indo-Pacific areas
will also drive the discussion on coop-
eration. But it is the human level that
is more important. I'd like to get more
British people coming to India to un-
derstand the reality of India."

He also touched on and the shared
history between India and the UK and

opined that India was one country
where as a diplomat he had to take
special care of historical sensitivities
but he also looked at contemporary
outcomes.

In his wide ranging lecture, the
High Commissioner also dealt on the
subject of geography, culture, lan-
guage, food, cricket and showing re-

spect for the country
you live in.

Professor Dr. C. Raj
Kumar, Founding Vice
Chancellor, O.P. Jindal
Global University wel-
comed the High Com-
missioner to JGU and
said: "One of the re-
markable aspects of
the India UK relation-
ship is the extraordi-
nary evolution of the
relationship especially
when we had to deal

with over 200 years of colonial history.
It speaks volumes about the extraor-
dinary vision and the sagacity of the
people who led the freedom move-
ment that India remained a part of the
Commonwealth. Among the post-co-
lonial relationships of the world, the In-
dia-UK relationship is one of the most
defining relationships of the last 35
years. Education plays a very signifi-
cant role as this relationship tran-
scends the usual boundaries of strat-

egy, security, trade, investment and
more. We, in universities who are look-
ing at this relationship very differently,
strongly believe in the intellectual
presence of British universities in the
Indian imagination and aspiration for
a large number of young Indians to be
able to seek high quality education
both in India and around the world.
One of the aspects of this relationship
that requires even greater impetus is
the need for having a stronger pres-
ence of British students at Indian uni-
versities, while the inward mobility of
Indian students into UK has been quite
significant."

Professor (Dr.) Sreeram Chaulia
Dean, Jindal School of International
Affairs gave an overview of the India-
UK relationship and said: "There is a lot
of potential for India and the UK to
jointly do work in third countries, so
that we can really realize the full ben-
efits of our strategic partnership. There
was a time, especially during the Cold
War period, when we didn't want a
western influence in our backyard.
Now the scenario has changed. Some
of it is linked to China's rise, but much
of it also leads to new economic op-
portunities that beckon in this region
for European countries. In the future,
we're going to see bigger partner-
ships, not just the free trade agree-
ment, but also more on defence more
on joint triangular cooperation in third
countries."

Be cautious while granting, denying
bail in POCSO cases: Delhi HC

New Delhi, May 10 (IANS) Since
"adolescent love" cannot be regulated
by the courts, judges must be careful
when deciding whether to deny or
grant bail in POCSO cases, the Delhi
High Court has said.

The observation of Justice
Sawarana Kanta Sharma comes after
judge Jasmeet Singh of the same
court recently said that the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act's issue of criminalisation
of "adolescent love" has to be ad-
dressed.

Justice Sharma observed that
teens who "try to imitate the roman-
tic culture of films and novels" are ig-
norant of the law and age of consent.

She said: "This court also observes
that the attitude towards early love re-
lationships, especially adolescent love,
has to be scrutinised in the backdrop
of their real life situations to under-
stand their actions in a given situa-
tion."

The court observed as it consid-
ered a 19-year-old boy's plea for bail
in connection with an FIR filed by the
girl's family under Sections 363 and
376 of the Indian Penal Code and Sec-
tion 6 of the POCSO Act.

Justice Singh, had, however, said it
while speaking as a Chief Guest in a
seminar by Delhi Commission for Pro-
tection of Child Rights on "Rehabilita-
tion of POCSO victims: Strategies, Chal-
lenges and Way Forward".

Justice Sharma stated during the
hearing that incarceration in such cir-
cumstances will create distress and

have an adverse effect on the
accused's psychological health since
innocent teenage boys and girls lan-
guish in jail or protection homes in
cases of teenage love.

The girl was discovered to be
seven weeks pregnant during the in-
vestigation, and the pregnancy was
medically terminated. The boy was the
child's biological father, according to
the DNA report.Although her aca-
demic record did not corroborate her
claim, the girl, who was also heard in
this case, testified in court that she was
18 years old at the time of the
occurrence.In granting the boy relief,
the court noted that the girl had re-
peatedly claimed in her statement
pursuant to Sections 161 and 164 of
the Criminal Procedure Code and in
the testimony that was recorded in
court that she had gone with the boy
of her own free will after growing fond
of him.Observing that the court can-
not go into the question as to whether
the girl was 16 or 18 years of age at
the time of the incident, Justice
Sharma said:"This court notes that the
prosecutrix has been consistent in her
statement under Section 161 and 164
Cr.P.C. as well as before the Court and
supports the man she loves, blissfully
unaware that the law in this country
does not support such love stories. The
main character i.e. the present accused
is not a criminal, but was merely in love
and at the instance of her lady love,
being unaware of the nitty-gritties of
law, had taken her to a place which was
2200 kms.

Farmer critically injured in
leopard attack in UP district

Pilibhit (UP), May 10 (IANS) A
30-year-old farmer was critically
injured when a leopard attacked
him in his field in Rampura village
under the jurisdiction of Neuria
police circle.

Vijay Pal was working in his
sugarcane field when the leopard
attacked him.Hearing Pal's cries,

locals working in the adjacent
fields rushed to the spot with
sticks and scared the animal away.

The injured was then shifted to
the district hospital for treatment,
where his condition has been de-
scribed as critical.

According to forest officials,
the leopard had killed a jackal and
was eating it in a nearby field, and
attacked the farmer in the appre-

hension of a threat to his own life
due to human presence in close
proximity.

The field forest teams of Pilibhit
tiger reserve (PTR), the forest and
wildlife division, and the World Wide
Fund for Nature (WWF) have been
deployed in the area to monitor the
movement of the leopard.

On being asked about the
solution to curb increasing
man-animal conflict, the chief
conservator of Bareilly zone,
Lalit Verma, suggested that
nature would gradually
stabilise the population of fe-
lines in due course of time by
increasing incidents of in-
fighting in the species with
unchanged forest area.

"As an immediate solu-
tion, the villagers need to be

cautious about felines, work in fields
in groups, and make noise while
moving through the fields," he said.

Significantly, there has been an
increase in the leopard population
in PTR in the past couple of years.
The official records of PTR show that
the population of leopards in five
forest range areas in the reserve was
36 in 2019, and went up sharply to
101 in 2022.
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A.R. Rahman shares old video of
unimpressed Sting listening to his

song, says 'I've been there'

Mumbai, May 10 (IANS)
Oscar-winning composer
A.R. Rahman said he has
"been there" as he on
Wednesday shared an old
video of musician Sting get-
ting uncomfortable while
listening to Jose Feliciano's
version of 'Every Breath You
Take' at 2017 while attend-
ing the Polar Music Prize in
2017.In the throwback clip,

Sting was seen being a wit-
ness to his own iconic num-
ber 'Every Breath You Take',
sung by Puerto Rican-born
guitarist, but he seemed un-
impressed.

On captioning the video,
Rahman tweeted, "I've been
there."

Rahman, too, has been a
witness to unimpressive re-
makes of his songs such as
'Humma Humma' by
Badshah, 'Urvasi Urvasi' and
'Masakali 2.0'.

He is a winner of six Na-
tional Film Awards, two
Academy Awards, two
Grammy Awards, a BAFTA
Award and a Golden Globe
Award.In 2010, the Indian
government conferred him
with the Padma Bhushan,
the nation's third-highest ci-
vilian award.--IANS

'Rista Rista' starring Mohsin Khan, Divya
Agarwal is a romantic, peppy track

Mumbai, May 10 (IANS)
Playback singer Stebin Ben
has released a new song
'Rista Rista', the music video
of which features television
actors Mohsin Khan and
Divya Agarwal in the lead
roles.

Composed by the tal-
ented Gourav Dasgupta, the
track is a peppy, romantic
track and has catchy beats
and a soulful melody. The

lyrics of the song have been
penned by Shelle of
'Manmarziyaan' fame.

Talking about the song,
Ben said, "It was an amazing
experience singing 'Rista
Rista'.

 The song is catchy, ro-
mantic and soulful. I am
grateful to Saregama Music
and the entire team for giv-
ing me the opportunity to
be a part of this project."

Khan and Agarwal, who
feature in the song,
launched the song in an old
age home as per the theme
of the track.

Khan said, "I am excited
to be a part of 'Rista Rista'.
The song has a beautiful
melody that is sure to get
you grooving.

 It was an amazing expe-
rience shooting for the mu-
sic video, and I hope the au-
dience enjoys listening to
the song as much as we en-
joyed making it."

Talking about his expe-
rience composing the song,
Dasgupta said, "It was an
absolute pleasure working
on 'Rista Rista'. The song has
a beautiful melody that cap-
tures the essence of ro-
mance. I am thrilled to be a
part of this project, and I
hope the audience enjoys
listening to the song as
much as I enjoyed compos-
ing it."

'Rista Rista' is available to
stream on Saregama Music's
official YouTube channel.

'Beetlejuice 2' starring Michael
Keaton, Winona Ryder, Jenna
Ortega to release in Sept 2024

Los Angeles, May 10
(IANS) 'Beetlejuice' is return-
ing to movie theatres next
year with a new edition.

Warner Bros. has an-
nounced that 'Beetlejuice 2'

will be released on the big
screen on September 6,
2024, reports 'Variety'.

It opens on the same
day as Marvel's 'Blade', a
comic book adventure star-
ring Mahershala Ali. Other-
wise, there's not much cur-
rently set on the release cal-
endar in the surrounding
weeks. Warner Bros. has

fielded hits over Labor Day
weekend of years past with
'It' and the sequel 'It: Chap-
ter 2' as well as 'The Nun'.

As per 'Variety', there's
little information
available about the
follow-up to Tim
Burton's 1988 film
about a pesky pol-
tergeist, but the
filmmaker is re-
turning with
Michael Keaton as
Beetlejuice and
Winona Ryder as

Lydia Deetz.
Additional cast mem-

bers include 'Wednesday'
star Jenna Ortega as the
daughter of Ryder's charac-
ter, as well as Justin Theroux
in a yet-to-be-revealed role.
Production is expected to
begin in London on May 10.

Brad Pitt's Plan B is pro-
ducing 'Beetlejuice 2'.

Mumbai, Qutone Tiles,
the luxury tile brand that
has been offering innova-
tions and numerous tile so-
lutions under one roof, has
won the Most Trusted Brand
award at the Global Excel-
lence Awards (GEA)
2023. The award was
presented by the re-
nowned actress
Madhuri Dixit Nene
at a ceremony orga-
nized by Brand Em-
power Pvt. Ltd. in
New Delhi.

Qutone Tiles,
present in over 60
countries across the
globe, is a premium
brand that provides
a wide range of
products for floors, walls,
work surfaces, and external
facades. The brand has al-
ways been committed to
presenting consumers with
something unique and
classy, be it the products or
the brand communication.
Qutone Tiles prides itself on
providing the best offerings
and maintaining consis-

Qutone Tiles is presented by “Most Trusted
Tile Brand” by Madhuri Dixit at GEA 2023

tency in its services.
Winning the Most

Trusted Brand award is a
wonderful achievement for
Qutone Tiles as the com-
pany has always believed in
building strong customer

relationships. Trust is the
foundation of any business,
and Qutone Tiles has
worked tirelessly to estab-
lish itself as a brand that cus-
tomers can rely on. Being a
tile company, it is essential
for customers to trust the
brand as they want a com-
pany that can truly be relied
upon for quality and lon-

gevity.
Sunil Manglunia, Man-

aging Director, Qutone Tiles,
said, "We are extremely
proud to receive the Most
Trusted Brand award at GEA
2023. Winning this award is
a validation of our brand's
commitment to building
trust and providing our cus-
tomers with exceptional
products and services. We
have always believed in
maintaining strong cus-
tomer relationships, and this
award is a testament to that.
We thank Brand Empower
Pvt. Ltd. and the esteemed
jury members for this recog-
nition."

Qutone Tiles has been
revolutionizing the tile in-
dustry with its innovative
and unique offerings, and
the brand's success can be
attributed to its constant fo-
cus on research and devel-
opment.

verse range of experiences
for everyone to enjoy at
their own pace.

Ranveer commences his
exciting role by starring in
Abu Dhabi’s new summer
campaign film, ‘One Sum-
mer Isn’t Enough’. In the film,

audiences will wit-
ness Ranveer explore
some of Abu Dhabi’s
hotspots, from soak-
ing up the sun in the
chilled pools of
Saadiyat Beach Club
to taking in the won-
der at Louvre Abu
Dhabi and racing
around the famous
Yas Marina Circuit,
before enjoying re-
tail therapy at one of
the city’s incredible

malls.
23 locations, including

Qasr Al Hosn and the presi-
dential palace of Qasr Al
Watan. Alternatively, those
looking for adventure can
reach new heights at one of
Abu Dhabi’s many theme
parks including Yas
Waterworld, Warner Bros
World Abu Dhabi and Ferrari
World Abu Dhabi.

Abu Dhabi partners with Ranveer Singh as
Destination Brand Ambassador for Indian Market

Mumbai, Experience
Abu Dhabi has today an-
nounced Indian superstar,
and pop culture icon
Ranveer Singh, as an official
ambassador, inspiring visi-
tors to discover the diverse
range of experiences that
can be enjoyed on a
trip to Abu Dhabi.

During the two-
year partnership,
Ranveer will share his
holiday highlights, in-
viting Indian travelers
to find their pace in
Abu Dhabi and enjoy
everything that the
destination has to offer,
from an action-packed
calendar of events in-
cluding IIFA, the Abu
Dhabi Grand Prix and
the Abu Dhabi NBA Games,
to the variety of adventures
and cultural experiences
that can inspire, excite and
restore.

Ranveer Singh com-
mented, “I am delighted to
be the destination ambassa-
dor for Abu Dhabi This is the
most fun I've had behind
the camera! I've been visit-
ing the emirate for years,

and it feels like a second
home to me. Now, I have the
opportunity to share what
makes it so special with the
world.

Her Excellency
NoufAlBoushelaibi, Execu-
tive Director, Strategic Mar-

keting & Communication
Sector, Department of Cul-
ture and Tourism - Abu
Dhabi, commented: "We are
excited to announce Super-
star Ranveer Singh as our
Abu Dhabi brand ambassa-
dor for the Indian market.
With his energy and passion
for travel, Ranveer embodies
the spirit of Abu Dhabi - a
destination that offers a di-

Indian cricket hero Shubman Gill lends his
voice to Indian Spider-Man Pavitr Prabhakar!

nterest in the upcoming
movie ‘Spider-Man: Across
the Spider-Verse’ has sky-
rocketed since the trailer
was released. After the
enormous success of
‘Spider-Man: No Way
Home’, in 2021, fans are
excited to return to the
Spider-Man universe.
This time is particularly
special for India be-
cause our very own In-
dian Spider-Man, Pavitr
Prabhakar, makes a de-
but on the big screen.

The Hindi and
Punjabi versions of the
film will feature crick-
eter Shubman Gill's
voice, which will make
Pavitr’s character even more
special for Indian viewers.
With his batting prowess,
Gill has been quite the draw
for cricket fans, and as Pavitr
Prabhakar in ‘Spider-Man:

Across the Spider-Verse’, he
is now prepared to win over
all cricket fans across India.
Shubman Gill, who con-

fesses that Spider-Man has
been his favourite super-
hero, has made a big entry
into the world of Spider-
Man. He becomes the first
sports personality to lend

his voice to any film, and
that too one of the biggest
Hollywood franchises.

Speaking about lending
his voice to the In-
dian Spider-Man,
Pavitr Prabhakar,
Shubman shared*, "I
have grown up
watching Spider-
Man, and he is one of
the most relatable
superheroes. Since
the movie will be de-
buting the Indian
Spider-Man for the
first time on screen,
getting to be the
voice of our Indian
Spider-Man, Pavitr
Prabhakar, in the

Hindi and Punjabi lan-
guages was such a remark-
able experience for me. Al-
ready, I feel superhuman. I
am eagerly anticipating the
release of this movie."

GUJARAT MARITIME BOARD
ONLINE TENDER NOTICE NO.-01-2023-24

On Behalf of Chairman, Gujarat Maritime Board, Executive
Engineer (Civil), Magdalla Port Project Division, Sagar Bhavan,
Makkai pool, Nanpura, Surat 395001 Phone No. (0261-
2474911) invites tenders for the Following work.
Sr. Brief Scope of the Works 1.Estimated cost
No. 2.EMD Amount

3.Tender Fee Rs.
4. Class of Registration
5. Time limit

1. S.R. to Workshop Building at 1. Rs.11,89,904=22/-
Port Magadalla 2. Rs.14041.00

3. Rs. 1062/-
4. Class E2 or above
5. 04 (Four) Months (Incl.
monsson)

2. S.R to Compound Wall to the 1. Rs.8,81,480.94/-
Office Building at Umarsadi 2. Rs.10,402.00/-

3. Rs.1062/-
4. Class “E2” or above
5. 04 (Four) Months
(Incl.Monsoon)

Schedule of E-Tendering
                   Date

Period of downloading, & from Dt 12/05/2023 to
submission of online tender. Dt 26/05/2023 up to 18.00 Hrs
Date of physical submission of Tender fee, from Dt. 29/05/2023 to date
EMD and other documents through 05/06/2023 up to 18.00 Hrs.
R.P.A.D/ Speed Post only at office of the
Executive Engineer (C), Magdalla Port
Project Division, Sagar Bhavan, Makkai
pool, Nanpura, Surat-395001
Online Opening of Tender On Date 06/06/2023 at 12:00Hrs.

(If Possible)

Mahiti/Surat/189/23

Tenderer shall also mentioned name of work on the envelopes. On-line tenders shall
be considered non-responsive and shall not be opened if the  physical documents are
not submitted within stlpulated dates of submission at the above  mentioned office
addressed.
Details of the works shall be available on www.statetenders.com and
www.gmb.nprocure.com www.gmbports.org. website & notice board.
For Further clarification please contact Executive Engineer (Civil), Magdalla Port
Project Division, Sagar Bhavan, Makkai pool, Nanpura, Surat 395001 Phone No (0261-
2474911).

Bilimora Municipality
Online Tender Notice No.3/2023-24

Bilimora Municipality, Bilimora in tenders carry out contruction of works under AMRUT 2.0/
SWAP-1/RANCHE2

All details regarding the work can be shown in public works department of the municipality as
well as the notice board. details are also available on http://www.nprocure.com

Sr.                      Works Name 1. Estimate cost 3. Tender free
No. 2. Government 4. EMD amount

approved category
1 Construction Sump at Antaliya WTP in Bilimora (1) 1,88,93,900-00 (3) 3600/-

Municipality (2) “B” Class & Above (4) 1,88,939/-

The Schedule of E-tendering
Name of website http://www.nprocure.com
Contact No. 02634-278611
Download & upload Date Dt.13/05/2023 to Dt.22/05/2023 to 18.00 hours
Tender Fee, EMD and Dt.26/05/2023 up to 18.00 Hrs.
Submission Date & Address Chief Officer, Bilimora Nagarpalika At.Bilimora,

Dist. Navsari-396321, R.P.A.D/Speed post Courier
Tender Opening Date Dt.27/05/2023 at 12.00 Hrs. (Possible)

Bilimora Nagarpalika reserves right to reject any or all tender without assigning any reason thereof.

Date:10/05/2023
Sd/-  Chief Officer

(Bilimora Municipality)

Advertising Available at www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in {krníke/LkðMkkhe/96/2023

GUJARAT INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

(A Govt of Gujarat Undertaking)
O/o the Superintending Engineer (SG)

Plot No.326+327, Batpore GIDC,
Bhatpore, Surat.

E-TENDER NOTICE NO.2 of 2023-2024
The tenders for the work having cost Rs.722.62 lakh is invited by
office of the Supreintending Engineer (SG), G.I.D.C., Surat under
jurisdiction of the Executive Engineer, GIDC, Vapi through online.
Tender for online works Sr.no.01.
The Tender for Online works can be upload-download on website
www.nproucre.com. The detailed tender notice can be seen in
GIDC office notice board/GIDC website www.gidc.gujarat.gov.in/
information department website www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in
Right to reject the tender without assigning any reasons thereof
are reserved by G.I.D.C., which will be biding to all bidders. Please
stay touring web site- www.nprocure.com for any corrigendum/
addendum/modification till last date of recipt.

Mahiti/Surat/188/2023

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer (SG)

G.I.D.C., Surat

WATER IS LIFE
DISTRICT WATER AND SANITATION UNIT, VALSAD

E-TENDER NOTICE NO.E-02 OF 2023-24
Tender ID Number: 591203, 591205, 591206.

Unit Manager’s Office, District Water and Sanitation Unit,
Valsad Ashish Building, 1st Floor, Opposite Powerhouse,
Madanwad, Narandas Patel Road, Valsad-396001 contact
No 02632-242595.In valsad district Online tenders are
invited through the E-Tendering Method for the following
works (1) Leakage Repairing (2) Total 03 works Amount
Rs.378.00 lacs (One work Amount 126.00 lacs) (3) Eligibility
of agency should be registered C and above category and
as per the provision kept in the tender document. (4) The
Starting date of online tender is 11/05/2023, from 12:00
hrs to last date for submission of online tender is 18/05/
2023, till 18:00 hrs. (5) Last date of physical submission
of the tender fee and EMD- The very next day of last date
of online Submission upto 15:00 hrs. by SPEEDPOST/
POST/COURIER/PERSONALY (6) Emd exemption
certificate will not be accepted for EMD amount. E-tenders
for the said operation will be available on the website
www.nprocure.com and will have to be filled online on
this site. Further details of the tender will be posted on the
above website. The power to cancel any or all tenders
without giving reason shall be vested in the competent
authority. Other terms and conditions related to the tender
can be obtained from the online document.

For any related complaints/suggestions related to water
in rural areas, please contact on toll free no.1916.

INF/Valsad/99/2023

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  NITABEN RAMESHKUMAR

PATEL to NITABEN
RAMESHBHAI PATEL

Add. A-503, Shagun 40,
Raysan, Kudasan,

Gandhinagar
662

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 RAMESHKUMAR

BECHARBHAI  PATEL to
RAMESHBHAI

BECHARBHAI PATEL
Add. A-503, Shagun 40,

Raysan, Kudasan,
Gandhinagar

662A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 RAMESHBHAI

BAHECHARBHAI  PATEL to
RAMESHBHAI

BECHARBHAI PATEL
Add. A-503, Shagun 40,

Raysan, Kudasan,
Gandhinagar

662B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 GIRISHCHANDRA

ASHVINKUMAR VYAS to
GIRISHBHAI ASHVINBHAI

VYAS
Add. 3, Punyakruti

Appartment, Mukti Medan,
Maninagar Ahmedabad

662C

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 DHARMISTHA PATEL to

DHARMISTHA
ASHVINKUMAR PATEL

Add. 15, Khavadvala Society,
Ghatlodia Ahmedabad

662D

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 RAJESHKUMAR

BABUBHAI MEHTA to
RAJESH BABULAL MEHTA

Add. 118/1031, Nirmal
Appartment, Naranpura,

Ahmedabad-13
661B

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  SHILAPABEN

UMESHKUMAR PATEL to
SHILAPABEN UMESHBHAI

PATEL
Add. 28, New Arati Society,

Ghodasar
 Ahmedabad-380050

661

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  UMESHKUMAR

PREMJIBHAI PATEL to
UMESHBHAI PREMJIBHAI

PATEL
Add. 28, New Arati Society,

Ghodasar
 Ahmedabad-380050

661A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  JASBIRSINGH

RAMINDERSINGH
BANPERU to BIRSINGH

RAMINDERSINGH
BANPERU

Add. VPO Sofi Pind
Jalandhar 144024 Punjab

660

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  VAGHELA NISHABEN

ARVINDKUMAR to CHAVDA
NISHABA TANVIRSINH
Add. 175, Area Towards

Panchayat House, Ambod
Gandhinagar-382845

659

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  JEDHVA ABID GULAM to

JEDHAVA ABIDBHAI
GULAMBHAI

Add. Kesharpura Tal.Idar,
Dist.Sabarkantha

647

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  PATEL PARTH

HARESHKUMAR to PATEL
PARTH HARESHBHAI

Add. Hansalpur
Tal.Himatnagar,

Dist.Sabarkantha
647A

TENDER NOTICE NO.01 OF 2023-24
(Tender I.D.No. 591332, 591333,

591334, 591335)

Unit Manager’s Office, District Water and Sanitation Unit,
WASMO, Surat Gujarat State invites online tenders on behalf
of Different Village pani samittee for below mentioned work.
1. Name of work: (village) Water Supply Scheme nacessary
repairing work for different villages of Tribal Taluka.
2. Total Estimated Cost:- 2 nos of work are 24.99 Lacs & nos
of work are 56.00 Lacs.
3. Last date of submission of tender:- up to 17/05/2023 18.00
Hrs.
4. Last date of physical documents submission of tender:-
18/05/2023 up to 16.00 Hrs.
5. Eligibility: The tender is in One bid system, the bidders
who are registered (Civil) in “R&B of Irrigation Dept. in
Appropriate class” with tender bidders have to attech. Copy of
Registration, GST Registration, Pan Card, Blacklist/Dedarred
details (form-09) On Rs.300/- non judicial stamp. Form-18 on
Letterhead, Is Compulsary. Rates must include GST if
applicable. Hard copy of tender will accept by R.P.A.D/Speed
Post/Hand to Hand only. Further information is available at
website www.nprocure.com
Control Room is functioning at the state  level for rural level
water supply schemes Where toll free number 1916 can be
contacted for water related complaints/suggestions.

Mahiti/Surat/194/2023

D.W.S.U. (wasmo)Surat

PARDI NAGARPALIKA
Dist. Valsad (Gujarat)

Online Tender Notice No.10/2023-24
The Pardi Nagarpalika, Dist.Valsad Invites the online

Tenders, The further details of tender is available online.

For Furher Details Please go through above mentioned website
and Mahiti Department Website
www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in. The Pardi Nagarpalika
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders to
be received without assigning any reasons there for.

Chief Officer
Pardi Nagarpalika

Pardi

Administrator
Pardi Nagarpalik

and
Mamlatdar PardiNo.INF/Valsad/100/2023

Name of Work 1.Estimate Cost
2. EMD
3. Tender Fees
4. Class

Construction Work of storm water 1. Rs.80,47,976,00
drains in different areas of Pardi 2. Rs.80,500.00
Municipality 3. Rs. 2832.00
14th Finance (Third Attempt) 4. Calss “D”
Website Name http://www.nprocure.com
Online Tender Submission Last Date 23/05/2023 up to 18.00 hours.
Tender Fee, EMD (Demand Draft) 25/05/2023 up to 18.00 hours.
& required documents are Send Chief Officer, Pardi Nagarpalika,
by R.P.A.D./Speed Post in given  Dist.Valsad-396125
Date, Time & address.
Online tender Opening 26/05/2023 up to 18.00 hours

Aliraza Namdar to
star in show 'Vanshaj'

Mumbai, May 10 (IANS) Veteran actor Aliraza Namdar
has been roped in as the loyal Vidur on the upcoming fam-
ily drama 'Vanshaj'. The show offers a perfect blend of fa-
milial conflicts, political conspiracies and interpersonal dy-
namics within a wealthy business family. Namdar, who will
essay the role of Vidur, said, "Vidur is a role I'm really look-
ing forward to playing. He is a very ethical man and
prides himself on his loyalty. It's an extremely positive
role and his character has very honest traits. Vidur's wis-
dom and compassion make him the perfect advisor for
all the Mahajan's troubles.""

Mammootty starts shooting
for crime drama 'Bazooka'

Mumbai, May 10 (IANS)
Megastar Mammootty be-
gan the shoot of his up-
coming film 'Bazooka' on
May 10 in Ernakulam,
Kerala.

The film is a sensa-
tional, Malayalam crime
drama and got
Mammootty hooked fright
off the bat. It will be shot
in Cochin and Bengaluru,

and will also star Gautham
Menon and is directed by
debutant director Deeno
Dennis, who is the son of
veteran scriptwriter Kaloor
Dennis. Talking about the
film, Mammootty said, "It is
nice to come across a script
that takes you by surprise
and grabs your interest in-
stantly. 'Bazooka' is an ac-
tion film but it is also a
game of wits and has
strong, well-etched charac-
ters. It is a very well-con-

structed, taut script and I
am looking forward to the
filming process because I
know my character will
take me on a very interest-
ing journey." Director
Deeno Dennis shared,
"This film is the culmina-
tion of a lifelong dream to
work with Mammootty sir
and this script gave me the
opportunity to do so. I feel
thrilled as it is the privilege of
a lifetime to direct someone
of his stature and experience.

Robert De Niro welcomes 7th child
months before 80th birthday

Los Angeles, May 10
(IANS) Hollywood star Rob-
ert De Niro has revealed that
he has become a father to
his seventh child, just
months before his 80th
birthday.

The actor, 79, shared the
news in a recent interview
whil he was promoting his

upcoming comedy film
'About My Father', which is
set to be released later this
month, reports
'Mirror.co.uk'. He was asked
during the interview about
being a father-of-six, with in-
terviewer Brittnee Blair say-
ing: "I know you have six
kids."  Robert however cor-
rected her about his family.

The Academy Award winner
commented: "Seven, actu-
ally."  He subsequently con-
firmed: "I just had a baby."  It
however remains unclear
who he has welcomed the
baby with. He shared the
news with ET Canada and a
spokesperson for the actor
-- whose credits include 'The
Godfather Part II' and 'Taxi
Driver' -- has confirmed the
news to the Mirror.
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Project Cyclotron Gets State Approval
 Ahmedabad The state

government has given in-
principle approval for
Project Cyclotron for
nuclear medicine, and sanc-
tioned a budget of Rs 70
crore. As part of the project,
radioactive substances
would be produced for use
in diagnosis and treatment
of cancer.

The decision was taken
at a high-level meeting pre-
sided by Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel in the
presence of Minister of

State for Health Rushikesh
Patel.Estimated to be com-
pleted in two years, the
project would come up on
1,000 square metres of land
which would house a cyclo-
tron bunker, a basement
and five-storeyed Utility
Building.

“The project would
help produce higher quan-
tity of radioactive sub-
stance which would be
available as per the need. It
would reduce the cost per
patient,” said ACS Health

Manoj Agrawal who made
the presentation on the
project.  “Nuclear Medicine
Department does not have
its own cyclotron. Only
4,000 patients get its ben-
efit currently. Several mol-
ecules are such that their
shelf life lasts only for a few
minutes. Studies pertaining
to them isn’t possible at the
institute presently, but this
project would provide
equipment that would help
undertake the studies,” he
said.

You Can Increase Your Creativity, Says Study
 Ahmedabad Can cre-

ativity be taught or is it a vir-
tue possessed by birth? This
question has plagued busi-
ness schools and corporate
houses alike. And, this is a
question worth pondering,
especially in today’s times as
artificial intelligence and
chatbots have become as
creative as professionals.

A group of researchers
from various universities
probed the question and
found that creative meta-
skills can be acquired by in-
cluding three dimensions
— creative growth mindset,
diligence and openness to
feedback. These three quali-
ties should be given top pri-
ority when skilling, re-
skilling and upskilling pro-

fessionals in marketing and
other creative domains.

A study led by MICA As-
sociate Professor of Market-
ing Kallol Das, MICA Post-
Doctoral Fellow Dr Yogesh
Mungra, Dr Anupama
Ambika (IMT Business
School, Dubai) and Dr
Amandeep Dhir (University
of Agder, Norway) in the pa-
per ‘Creative Meta-Skills:
Construct, Dimensions and
Implications for Marketing
Professionals’ highlights the
importance of meta-skills. It
states that meta-skills are
essential to ensure lifelong
learning that is critical, given
that artificial intelligence
(AI) and high-end technol-
ogy have started disrupting
jobs in the creative domains

and are making them
redundant.The researchers
conducted two studies —
one in India, involving 349
MBA students and another
in the UK, covering 362
working professionals. The
aim was to understand two
different demographics —
one from an emerging
economy (India) and an-
other from a developed
economy (UK). The research-
ers discovered that creative
meta-skills are capabilities
required to acquire creative
skills.“Data analysis revealed
that creative growth
mindset, diligence and
openness to feedback are
essential capabilities — col-
lectively called ‘creative
meta-skills’ — that can en-

able an individual to ac-
quire any creative skill. Fur-
thermore, high creative
meta-skills lead to high ‘cre-
ative self-efficacy’ (confi-
dence in one’s creative
thinking/abilities) and high
‘creative personal identity’
(perceiving oneself as cre-
ative) results in high cre-
ative performance,” said
Prof Das.The outcome in
quantifiable data shows
that the 1% change in cre-
ative meta-skills will have a
0.29% change in creative
performance, he said.Our
study provides ways
through which everyone on
this planet can become
more creative,” said
Mungra, Post-Doctoral Fel-
low at MICA.

HC Rejects Builder’s
Plea To Quash FIR
 Ahmedabad The

Gujarat High Court re-
jected Popular Builder
promoter Dashrath
Bholidas Patel’s applica-
tion that sought to quash
an FIR, which accused him
of land grabbing in Bopal.

Patel had filed the ap-
plication with consent of
Ramkrishna Acharya, who
had alleged in his com-
plaint with the Bopal po-
lice that the builder had
acquired land by forging
documents.

While rejecting the
plea, Justice Samir Dave
observed that, “it appears
that present applicant ac-
cused had clearly played
an active role in the com-
mission of serious offence
of forgery, used such
forged documents as

genuine to grab the land
of the original complain-
ant.”

The court further said,
“It appears that the
present applicant accused
and his brother who is in
judicial custody in con-
nection with the present
offence, are in habit of
grabbing the lands by
such and similar modus
operandi and other crimi-
nal complaints of forgery
have been lodged against
the present applicant. It
also appears that the ap-
plicant accused is habitual
offender and he is in-
volved in total seven of-
fences including the
present one and he is
shown as absconder since
the charge-sheet is filed
qua other accused.

Regional Cloud Kitchens
Thrive In Ahmedabad

 Ahmedabad As
Ahmedabad becomes in-
creasingly cosmopolitan
with people from around
the country making it their
home, region-based cloud
kitchens serving specific
cuisines are on the rise. The
city has several cloud kitch-
ens that serve region-spe-
cific cuisines such as Bihari,
Sindhi, Punjabi, Rajasthani,
and South Indian as well as
some global cuisines like
those from the Mediterra-
nean region and Kuwait.

Take the case of a senior
citizen couple Bhanupratap
Singh Kushwah and Maya
Kushwah who began an au-
thentic Bihari cloud kitchen
in the South Bopal (SoBo)
area .

 The couple thought of
doing something to keep
themselves occupied. That is
how The Chhaunk – an au-
thentic Bihari cloud kitchen
- began five months ago.
“We serve breakfast to din-
ner options with over 180
items,” said Bhanupratap

Singh Kushwah, who retired
as a teacher. “The online or-
ders are mostly from the
western part of the city,” he
said.

Aabha Suri, who runs
Aasi-Tussi, a Punjabi cloud
kitchen in Chandranagar
area, near Paldi, began it in
December 2020, during
COVID. “We wanted to serve
people who could not eat
out due to the pandemic. In
two years we have grown
from seven items to 100
plus items,” said Suri. They
also hired a chef from
Amritsar to cater to the
growing demand. “We have
a base of over 3000 clients
who regularly place orders
with us,” Suri said.Food in-
dustry experts feel cloud
kitchen is a scalable busi-
ness for a city like A Culinary
Education & Enterprise De-
velopment Association, Anil
Mulchandani said following
the pandemic cloud kitch-
ens and home chefs be-
came an obvious option for
families.

Riot breaks out after clash between 2 groups,
Vadodara police file 3 FIRs against 48 people

The mob allegedly pelted stones and
attacked each other before the police
arrived and dispersed the crowd.

VadodaraThe Vadodara
police Wednesday booked
48 people in three separate
FIRs following a clash be-
tween two groups in the
Panigate area of the city late
Tuesday. While two cross-
complaints were lodged, the
clash also triggered a riot in
the vicinity, for which the
police booked around 40
people in a separate FIR.

While two cross-com-
plaints were lodged, the
clash also triggered a riot in
the vicinity, for which, the
police booked around 40
persons in a separate
FIR.According to the FIR, the
incident took place around
11 pm when Abdul Arqan
Mansuri (20), a second year
B.Com student of M S Uni-
versity, was returning home
in Khangah Mohalla in the

Panigate-Wadi area of the
city.According to the cross
FIRs, Mansuri hit Ravi Kahar
(35), a daily wage labourer,
with his motorcycle in the
Ranavas area of Panigate.
Kahar also told the police
that Mansuri was not only
rash driving, he also had two
other pillion riders. Mean-
while, Mansuri told the po-
lice that Kahar and three
others refused to give way
to his motorcycle.

The Wadi police station
has registered both the FIRs
— one filed by Kahar which
accuses Mansuri and three
others of wrongdoing and
the other filed by Mansuri
which mentions Kahar and
three others.

In his complaint, Kahar
also said that the accused
attacked him with a knife

and inflicted injuries and
threatened to kill him. A
similar claim was also made
by Mansuri in his FIR. The
accused in both the FIRs
have been booked under
Indian Penal Code sections
for an attempt to murder
(307), voluntarily causing
hurt (323), uttering obscene
words (294 b), criminal in-
timidation (506,2) and crime
committed in presence of
abettor (114).Police Inspec-
tor R D Makwana of Wadi
police station told The In-
dian Express, “The two FIRs
have been lodged by two
injured persons, who are
currently in hospital and are
also accused in each other’s
complaint. It was a usual
quarrel over giving way to a
two-wheeler between two-
three people which later
also triggered a riot about
50 metre away in the vicin-
ity. We have booked a third
FIR for the rioting against
about 40 persons, who are
being identified. No arrests
have been made so far.”

Bhuj residents seek restoration of 78 lakes, ponds for town’s water security
Bhuj Prominent resi-

dents of Bhuj, the headquar-
ters of semi-arid Kutch dis-
trict, on Tuesday wrote to
the state and Union govern-
ments as well as the Bhuj
municipality, urging that en-
croachment from lakes,
feeder canals and natural
water channels be removed
and the town’s water har-
vesting and storage system
be restored to ensure water
security.

The group, which in-
clude former Bhuj munici-
pality president Arun
Vacchrajani; architect and

environmentalist Sandeep
Virmani; local journalists
and Aseem Mishra, director
of NGO Homes in the City;
wrote to the secretary of the
Ministry of Jal Shakti, the
chief secretary of Gujarat
and the president of Bhuj
municipality.The letter
stated that there used to be
72 lakes, ponds, channels
and canals in and around
Bhuj town after it was
founded around 400 years
ago. These lakes and ponds,
including the historic
Hamirsar lake in the heart of
Bhuj town – known as the

Hamirsar lake system –
make surface water avail-
able to the Bhuj residents
and also replenish the
aquifers.“At present, only 38
water reservoirs are visible
in the city. Of these, 13 are
registered as a lake on the 7/
12 records, whereas the rest
are shown as ‘Shree Sharkar’
(government land),” it said.
“…especially after the dev-
astating 2001 earthquake,
when the city was ex-
panded to decongest the
walled city and four reloca-
tion sites were developed,
various institutions such as

Kutch University were
built… the water channels
were disturbed and many
(fully/partially) filled with
debris, and people started
residing over these water
channels.

The Police Parade
Ground is one such example
developed by filling the his-
toric Pragsar lake,” the letter
added.Currently, to meet
their water needs, around
1.5 lakh residents of Bhuj
town are heavily dependent
on the supply of Narmada
waters through an extensive
pipeline network.

In Rathod, BJP for first time picks
Surat dist chief from ST community
Rajkot In a first in the

history of the Surat BJP unit,
a leader from the Scheduled
Tribe (ST) community has
been made the district chief.
Bharatbhai Rathod, who was
holding the post of Surat
BJP in charge, was elected as
the district BJP president on
Tuesday.On Friday, Sandeep

Desai, Rathod’s predecessor,
quit a day after he was
elected as the chairman of
Surat APMC (Agricultural
Produce Market Commit-
tees). Desai is also the BJP
MLA from Choryasi, apart
from being on the board of
directors in Surat District
Cooperative Bank, and
Sumul Dairy.Rathod is be-
lieved to be Desai’s pre-
ferred choice for the post.

Speaking with The In-
dian Express, the newly ap-
pointed Surat district BJP
chief said, “I remained elec-
tion convenor of Choryasi
and Katargam seat in 2002,
2007, and 2012 and later for
two terms in 2009 and 2014,
I was the convenor of
Bardoli Lok Sabha seat. I
have got vast experience in
both assembly and Lok
Sabha elections. I am happy
the party has put huge faith
in me.

 I will work hard for the
BJP in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions next year. I have a car
garage which I have given

on rent as I have devoted
myself to the party.” On
Tuesday, Sandeep Desai
gave his best wishes to
Rathod for the fresh respon-
sibility.

Apart from Rathod,
there were some other se-
nior BJP leaders – Ashwin
Patel, Ketan Patel, and
Jagdish Parekh – who were
in the race for the post of
district president, sources
said.

Insiders are also of the
view that Sandeep Desai
has kept the power with
himself by pushing his pick,
Bharat Rathod, for the post
he held. Desai’s rivals within
the party are silent over the
appointment, sources
added.Earlier BJP leaders
from communities such as
Koli Patel, Patidar Patel,
Tribal, and Desai (Anavil
Brahmin), had been made
the district party chief. This
is for the first time that a
Halpati from the Scheduled
Tribe community has been
picked for the post.

Ahmedabad hottest in state, set to get
warmer; Vadodara sees new seasonal record

Ahmedabad was the
hottest city in Gujarat on
Tuesday with the maximum
temperature surging to 42.9
degrees Celsius. The city re-
mains under an orange
alert. The maximum tem-
perature is further expected
to rise to 44 degrees in the
city on Wednesday, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) stated in its forecast.

“Gradual rise in maxi-
mum temperatures by 2-3
degree Celsius during next
four to five days is very likely
over the region,” the IMD
stated in the weather bulle-
tin. Already under orange
alert for Wednesday and
Thursday, the city experi-
enced hot winds early Tues-
day morning.Meanwhile,
Vadodara saw the season’s
hottest day at 42 degrees.
The temperature in the city
has risen sharply over the

last week from 31 degree
Celsius on Thursday to 42
degrees Celsius on Tuesday.
The city recorded a tem-
perature of 41.4 degrees af-
ter 6 pm with 20 per cent
humidity levels.According
to the IMD forecast, the
maximum temperature will
remain between 41 and 43
degrees over the next week
with humidity levels be-
tween 12 and 24 per cent.

“Discomfort conditions
due to high temperature in
the range of 42 to 44 degree
Celsius over inland stations
of Gujarat region and
Saurashtra-Kutch and also
hot and humid air over the
coastal districts of
Saurashtra, Kutch, and
South Gujarat region are
very likely to prevail during
next 4-5 days,” the IMD
stated.Other parts in the
state where mercury passed

the 40-degree-mark were
Gandhinagar at 42.8 de-
grees, Rajkot (42.6),
Surendranagar (42.5), Bhuj
(42.3), Vadodara (42),
Junagadh (41.9), Deesa
(41.4), Amreli (41.2), and
Kandla Airport (40.6).

In view of the heat wave
alert issued from Wednes-
day till May 14 for
Ahmedabad, the state gov-
ernment has issued an
advisory.Locals have been
advised to avoid going out-
doors. An additional cau-
tionary note has been high-
lighted for children, senior
citizens, pregnant women,
and sick people.In its advi-
sory, the Ahmedabad re-
gional centre of state
government’s information
department has suggested
keeping cold water at the
workplaces, along with ORS
packs, and a first-aid kit.

Temporary staffers of MSU end strike,
give varsity 15 days to fulfil demands

VadodaraThe tempo-
rary staff union of MS Uni-
versity in Vadodara ended
its 13-day strike on Tuesday
after a labour officer met
them, urging that they try to
resolve the issue legally. The
union, however, gave the
MSU administration an ulti-
matum of 15 days to meet
their demands for equal pay.

Labour Officer Tejas
Pandya visited the univer-
sity campus on Tuesday to
meet the protesting tempo-
rary staffers, who have been
sitting near the MSU head
office, seeking a resolution
to their demands of equal
pay and benefits as those
enjoyed by the permanent
staffers.The union members,
who also met MSU Chancel-
lor Shubhanginiraje
Gaekwad on Monday, said
that they ended the sit-in
protest out of “respect” for

the labour officer and the
chancellor, but also gave the
MSU 15 days to fulfil their
demands.Pandya said, “We
learned about the protest
and visited them to under-
stand their demands… We
have suggested that they
must think of bringing a
permanent solution to the
problem in a legal way. We
also guided them on filing a
petition before the labour
commissioner seeking a so-
lution to their demands,
which will have a binding
effect… At the same time,
we also advised them to end
the strike.”Close to 850 tem-
porary staff members have
joined the strike, taking
turns to protest since mid-
April.Arun Solanki, a mem-
ber of the union said, “We
ended our sit-in protest to-
day since Tejas Pandya came
and gave us sound advice.

25 years of UP STF and its fight
against one gangster

Lucknow, May 10 (IANS) The Uttar Pradesh Spe-
cial Task Force (STF) on Wednesday completed 25
years and held a blood donation camp at its head-
quarters to mark the occasion.

ADF STF Amitabh Yash and other senior STDF of-
ficials and personnel donated blood on the occasion.

The UP STF which was set up on May 4, 1998 to
eliminate dreaded gangster Prakash Shukla, who had
unleashed terror in Uttar Pradesh, has several mile-
stones to its credit.The story of how the STF was born
is not only unusual but also interesting.

Prakash Shukla, a young man from Gorakhpur, had
hit the headlines in 1997 when he shot dead another
mafia don Virendra Pratap Shahi in Lucknow.

This was followed by a series of high-profile
kidnappings, extortions and killings over railway con-
tracts in Uttar Pradesh.Shukla was known to be ruth-
less and brutal and his terror increased when he shot
dead a police official in an encounter in
Lucknow.Finally, the then Kalyan Singh government
decided to set up a dedicated task force to deal with
Shukla and the mafia.

PM launches projects worth 5,500
cr in Rajasthan's Nathdwara

Jaipur, May 10 (IANS) Prime Minister Narendra
Modi laid the foundation stone for development
projects worth Rs 5,500 crore in Rajasthan's
Nathdwara on Wednesday.

Addressing a public meeting after paying obei-
sance at Lord Shrinathji temple, the Prime Minister
said that these projects will take the state's connec-
tivity to new heights.

A national highway will benefit Udaipur-
Dungarpur and Banswara. With the construction of
Bilara and Jodhpur sections, access to the border will
be easier. The distance from Jaipur to Jodhpur will also
be reduced by three hours.Earlier, Modi, who came to
address the public meeting after offering prayers at
the temple, was greeted with cheers with slogans of
"Modi-Modi" renting the air.

The Prime Minister said that Rajasthan is one of te
largest states in the country which carries the legacy
of India's valour, heritage."The more proven Rajasthan
is, the faster India's development will gain momen-
tum. That's why our government is working maximum
on modern infrastructure in Rajasthan. When I talk
about infrastructure, it doesn't not limit to rail and
road," Modi said.Modern infrastructure increases con-
nectivity and reduces distance in cities and villages,
increases facilities in society and connects it. It also
increases digital facilities and eases people's lives. Also,
it accelerates development while promoting heritage.
When we talk about the resolution of a developed
India in the coming 25 years, this infrastructure is
emerging as a strength at its core, he said.

Delhi HC stays trial court
proceedings against Manoj Tiwari
in Sisodia's defamation case

New Delhi, May 10 (IANS) The Delhi High Court
on Wednesday stayed the trial court proceedings
against BJP MP Manoj Tiwari in a defamation case filed
by former deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia.

Sisodia had filed the case after Tiwari and five oth-
ers claimed that he was implicated in a corruption
fraud involving approximately Rs 2,000 crore relating
to the construction of new classrooms in Delhi's gov-
ernment schools.

Justice Dinesh Kumar Sharma ordered no further
steps to be taken against the BJP MP in this matter
and issued a notice on Tiwari's plea.

Accordingly, the court listed the matter for further
hearing on November 20.

Justice Sharma said: "Issue notice. In the mean-
while, the proceedings qua the petitioner shall remain
stayed."Sisodia had filed a defamation case against
Tiwari, Manjinder Singh Sirsa, Hans Raj Hans, Vijender
Gupta, Harish Khurana and Parvesh Verma.

On January 20, the high court stayed trial court
proceedings against BJP spokesperson and media
relations in-charge Khurana in the same matter.
Khurana moved to court seeking a stay.The high court,
on January 5, stayed the proceedings before a trial
court against BJP leaders Sirsa and Hans.

Calcutta HC orders yet another
NIA probe in West Bengal

Kolkata, May 10 (IANS) The Calcutta High Court on
Wednesday ordered a National Investigation Agency
(NIA) probe in West Bengal and this time on the al-
leged murder of two former school students at North
Dinajpur district way back in September 2018.

A single-judge bench of Justice Rajasekhar
Mantha ordered the probe in the matter of the killing
of Tapas Burman and Rahesh Sarkar, former students
of Darivit High School in North Dinajpur district on
September 20, 2018 within the school compound.

While passing the order, Justice Mantha observed
that there had been complaints of use of bombs, ex-
plosives and firearms in the incidents of clashes where
these two former students were killed.

He also said that since the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) of the state police was unable to
make sufficient progress in its investigation, the
charge of probe is being handed over to the NIA.

To recall, in September 2018, a group of students,
their guardians and former students of Darivit High
School started protesting over the decision of school
authorities to appoint Urdu and Sanskrit teachers ig-
noring the vacancies of teachers for crucial subjects
like Science and Mathematics.

Nirmala Sitharaman casts vote in
B'luru, terms Cong poll promise of
banning Bajrang Dal as 'bewakoofi'

Bengaluru, May 10 (IANS) Union Finance Minister
Niramala Sitharaman on Wednesday cast her vote in
Bengaluru for the Karnataka assembly elections, and
termed Congress party's promise to ban Bajrang Dal
in its election manifesto as an example of "bewakoofi"
(stupidity).

Talking to reporters after casting her vote, Nirmala
Sitaraman said, "we all join our hands before Bajrang
Bali and recite Hanuman chalisa. For Congress, it is an
election issue. Karnataka is the birth place of lord
Hanuman. You (Congress) propose to ban Bajrang Dal
in your manifesto here. "Ye bewakoofi ka udaharan
hai" (This is an example of stupidity).

The statement of banning Bajrang Dal is not be-
ing made here and there, but it is given in the mani-
festo, she said.

The Finance minister cast her vote at the Bharath
Education society polling booth in Jayanagar,
Bengaluru.The Congress party which is hoping to
make a comeback to power in the state by defeating
the ruling BJP had announced in its manifesto of de-
cisive action against individuals, organisations spread-
ing hatred.

"The Congress party is committed to taking firm
and decisive action against individuals and
organisations spreading hatred amongst communi-
ties on grounds of caste or religion. We believe that
law and constitution is sacrosanct and cannot be vio-
lated by individuals and organisations like Bajrang Dal,
PFI or others promoting enmity or hatred, whether
among majority or minority communities. We will take
decisive action as per law including imposing a ban
on any such organisations," the manifesto said.

Vadodara, VIBGYOR
Group of Schools, a leading
chain of K-12 schools
organised ‘VIBGYOR Career
Day’ in collaboration with KIC
UnivAssist at VIBGYOR High,
Vadodara. This plat-
form gives an oppor-
tunity for Indian stu-
dents to connect with
leading international
universities and ex-
plore higher educa-
tion opportunities
across various career
streams. The day-
long career fair wit-
nessed participation from
over 18 universities from
countries such as the United
States of America, France,
Spain, and Hong Kong. Over
300 students from Grades 8
to 12 along with their par-
ents participated in the
event. The event facilitated
an interactive space that
aimed to give parents and

VIBGYOR Group of Schools organises ‘Career
Day’   in collaboration with KIC UnivAssist

students an overview of the
global perspective on high
school and beyond planning.
This entailed a panelist dis-
cussion which had speakers
from around the world

While talking about the
event, Kavita Sahay
Kerawalla, Vice-Chairperson,
VIBGYOR Group of Schools,
said, "We are glad to organise
a ‘Career Day’ event for the
4th time that provided an
opportunity to all the
schools and students com-
munity in Vadodara to net-
work with different univer-

sity representatives and ex-
plore career avenues. We
have noticed rising interest
levels among the students in
exploring educational op-
portunities at international
universities and our ‘Career
Day’ initiative was an effort
towards equipping them
with the necessary means to
make informed decisions for
their career choices."

Representatives from
various universities, including
EDHEC Business School
(France), Lingnan University
(Hong Kong), IE University
(Spain), University of Con-
necticut (USA), University of
Michigan - Flint (USA), Berke-
ley College (USA), Ohio Uni-
versity (USA), Portland State
University (USA), West Virginia
University (USA), The Univer-
sity of Oklahoma (USA),
Wichita State University (USA)
among others participated in
the university fair.

Mother’s Day gifting
guide by Nykaa Fashion

Ahmedabad,May 2023:
Moms, right? They are hard
to please with gifts but the
easiest when you wrap it in
a hug. Yes, Mother's day is
coming up and if you are
looking to combine your
love with something that is
as beautiful as her, look no
more! Nykaa Fashion, one of
the biggest fashion and
lifestyle platforms in the
country, has done all the
hard work for you by
curating a gifting guide that
is exceptional to say the
least for all and every kind
of universally unique mom.
Whether she's a fashionista,
a homemaker, or a fitness
enthusiast, you'll find some-
thing that she'll love.

Personalized Jewelry -
Nothing is more sentimen-
tal than jewelry that bears a
personal touch. A piece of
jewelry engraved with her
initials or a special message
is sure to make her day.
Choose from brands like
Pipa Bella, Joker & Witch or
the most awaited ‘Pipa Bella

x Rhea Kapoor’ drop which
features a range of hoops,
rings, bracelets, pendants
among others.

 The Timeless Saree: If
your mother adorns the six
yards of elegance, look no
further—Gajra Gang and
Likha by Nykaa Fashion’s lat-
est edit of vibrant prints and
patterns is sure to make it a
memorable day for you and
your mother.
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A jury has found that Donald Trump sexually abused columnist E. Jean Carroll. The panel of six men and
three women also found that Trump injured Carroll and defamed her, awarding her $5million (£4million).
Carroll bowed her head as the verdict in the battery allegation was read out. As the defamation verdict was
read she bowed it again, nodding in agreement. Afterwards she stood up and shook hands with Trump's
attorney Joe Tacopina. In a fiery post to Trump's social media app Truth Social the former president wrote in
all caps, 'I HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO IDEA WHO THIS WOMAN IS. THIS VERDICT IS A DISGRACE - A CONTINUATION
OF THE GREATEST WITCH HUNT OF ALL TIME!' Carroll left court beaming from ear to ear without making a
statement to the media, but was heard saying to the crowd, 'We're very happy.' Trump has been accused of
sexual misconduct or assault by more than two dozen women, but this has so far been the only case to end
up before a jury, casting another shadow over Trump's 2024 Presidential campaign.

SARAH VINE: One can't help feeling that Prince Harry's ghostwriter, J.R.
Moehringer, was speaking for all of us when this week he revealed his exas-
peration at having to deal with Prince Harry's edits to his memoir, Spare. 'My
head was pounding, my jaw was clenched and I was starting to raise my voice,'
admits the Pulitzer prize- winning author. The Prince, meanwhile, 'was no longer
saying anything. He was just glaring into the camera' (presumably they were
on a Zoom call). They were arguing over a passage in the book where the Duke
relates how, during military training, he was 'captured' by colleagues playing
the role of terrorists.

He famously cycled into hiding after escaping from court as psychopath
Tommy Lee Royce in Happy Valley. And in real life, James Norton's latest bike
ride could land him in trouble. The actor, 37, was seen jumping a red light near a
police station as he whizzed through central London. Norton, who was wearing
a helmet, came close to a cyclist on a hire bike as he crossed over the white line
into the yellow box where a car with right of way was passing in front of him. The
Highway Code states that cyclists, like drivers, must not cross the final white stop
line when the traffic light is red.
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Jury finds Trump sexually abused,
defamed columnist E. Jean Carroll

New York, May 10 (IANS) A Manhattan jury has
found former US President Donald Trump liable for
sexually abusing and defaming magazine columnist
E. Jean Carroll in a New York department store in the
1990s.

The former President, however, was found not
liable for raping Carroll.

The jury of six men and three women after less
than three hours of deliberations on Tuesday or-
dered Trump to pay her about $5 million in
damages.Because the trial was in civil court - rather
than criminal - the former President will not be re-
quired to register as a sex offender, BBC reported.

Trump - who denied the accusations - did not
attend the two-week civil trial in the Manhattan fed-
eral court.Carroll held the hands of both her lawyers
as the verdict was read in court and smiled as she
was awarded damages by the jury, the British news
broadcaster reported.After the verdict, Trump
posted on his social media platform Truth Social in
all capital letters: "I have absolutely no idea who this
woman is... This verdict is a disgrace - a continua-
tion of the greatest witch hunt of all time!"

S.Korean President visits National
Cemetery to mark 1st year in office

Seoul, May 10 (IANS) South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol visited the National Cemetery in Seoul
on Wednesday to honour the country's fallen heroes
on the occasion of his first anniversary in office.

Yoon laid flowers and burned incense in front of
a memorial at the cemetery, where the nation's war
veterans, independence fighters, past presidents
and others are laid to rest, reports Yonhap News
Agency."Together with the great people, I will cre-
ate a country of freedom and innovation, a country
that responsibly contributes to world peace and
prosperity," he wrote in a guest book.

Earlier in the day, Yoon posted a video on his so-
cial media accounts with a message that he will con-
tinue to work only for the people as he marks his
first year in office."It was a year of running breath-
lessly to create a new country of the people," he
wrote on his Instagram account.

Tamil man jailed in Singapore for
attacking 2 men with scissors

Singapore, May 10 (IANS) A 36-year-old Tamil
man has been sentenced to nine months and six
weeks in jail in Singapore for punching and attack-
ing two men with a pair of scissors in 2022, a media
report said.

Lavan Saravana pleaded guilty to one charge of
affray and one count of voluntarily causing hurt by
dangerous weapons, The Straits Times reported on
Tuesday.

A drunk Saravana had confronted and verbally
abused Daniel Tan Yeow Boon, 44, whom he as-
sumed was from the Central Narcotics Bureau (CNB),
on December 31, 2022m in Jurong East Avenue, ac-
cording to Deputy Public Prosecutor Kor Zhen Hong.

He then punched Boon several times and the
two fought, following which Saravana used a pair of
scissors he had with him to slash at the victim's ve-
hicle, causing scratch marks on one of the doors, the
prosecutor said."This was an unprovoked attack
against someone the accused (wrongly) perceived
to be a CNB officer. Moreover, during the confronta-
tion, the accused threw the first punch against
Boon," Hong told the court.

4 people dead in Tunisia
synagogue shooting

Tunis, May 10 (IANS) At
least four people were shot
dead by a guard at the El
Ghriba synagogue on the
Tunisian island of Djerba,
the Interior Ministry said on
Wednesday.

The 2,500-year-old syna-
gogue is the oldest in Africa
and the attack on Tuesday
night took place during an
annual pilgrimage to the is-
land, which attracts Jewish
visitors from Europe and Is-
rael.

In a statement, the Min-
istry said the accused killed
a colleague and seized his
ammunition before head-
ing toward the synagogue.

He opened fire at secu-
rity units stationed near the
synagogue, leaving two visi-
tors and another security
officer killed, before being
shot dead during an ex-
change of fire.

At least five security of-
ficers and other four civilians
were injured and rushed to

hospital for treatment.
"The synagogue and its

possessions were cordoned
off and all those inside and
outside were secured," said
the Ministry, adding that an
investigation was underway
to determine the motive
behind the "treacherous
and cowardly" attack.

Local media reported
earlier that an exchange of
fire near the Ghriba syna-
gogue was heard.

The Ghriba synagogue
has fallen victim to several
terror attacks in the past.

In 2002, a suicide bomb-
ing at the synagogue killed
21 people and a soldier shot
dead five people, including
four Jews, in 1985.

The annual pilgrimage
to Djerba, about 500 km
from the capital Tunis, has
had tight security since the
bombing.Tunisia is a major-
ity-Muslim country, but
Djerba is home to hundreds
of Jews.--IANS

Record number of overseas Turks vote in general elections
Ankara, May 10 (IANS) A

record number of Turkish
nationals living abroad have
cast their ballots for the up-
coming general elections.

In a statement on Tues-
day, the Supreme Election
Board said in a statement
that over 1.75 million Turks
have cast their ballots over-
seas or at border cross-
points, while the highest
turnout recorded previously
was 1.35 million, reports
Xinhua news agency.

Diaspora voting took
place from April 27 to May 9
in 73 countries where Turk-
ish diplomatic missions
serve.Voters in Turkey on

May 14 will elect the Presi-
dent and 600 MPs for a five-
year term.

The votes of some 3.4
million eligible overseas na-

tionals will be weighed in a
tight race predicted by sur-
veys.

According to two recent
polls by Metropoll and
Optimar, incumbent conser-

vative President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, aged 69,
and his main rival, Kemal
Kilicdaroglu, 74, the leader
of the opposition, almost

run neck-and-neck.
A majority of the

Turkish diaspora lives in
Western Europe, espe-
cially Germany, the Neth-
erlands, France, and Bel-
gium, where Turkish
workers settled in great
numbers in the 1960s.
In previous elections,

Erdogan and his ruling Jus-
tice and Development Party
(AKP), boasted strong sup-
port among Turkish voters
in Europe.In a message to

external voters on April 29,
Erdogan said he expected
them to "hurry to the polls
and make history on May
14".

The preferences of the
Turkish diaspora could be
decisive for the top two can-
didates if they want to get
more than 50 per cent sup-
port in the first round of vot-
ing, and avoid a run-off at
the end of the month, An-
kara-based pollster MAK
Center For Social Research,
said.

Before 2014, Turks
abroad who wanted to par-
ticipate in elections had to
return to the country to
vote.

In the 2018 presidential
elections, he received nearly
60 per cent of the overseas
votes after campaigning in
critical countries such as
Germany which hosts nearly
1.5 million Turkish voters.

According to experts,
the Turkish diaspora in Eu-
rope tends to support and
vote for conservative politi-
cal figures.

Ecuadorian National Assembly
votes for impeachment
proceedings against President

Quito, May 10 (IANS)
Ecuador's National As-
sembly has approved a
resolution to continue an
impeachment proceed-
ings against President
Guillermo Lasso on em-
bezzlement charges.

Under the resolution
with the support of 88 of
the 116 legislators
present, Lasso and his op-
position rivals will have to
each testify to the
Assembly's plenary, be-
fore facing a final vote that
could result in his removal
from office,reports Xinhua
news agency.According
to the opposition parties,
Lasso was accused of ig-

noring alleged embezzle-
ment in relation to a con-
tract between state-
owned company Flota
Petrolera Ecuatoriana and
the private company
Amazonas Tanker, result-
ing in a loss for the state.

The President had de-
nied the accusations, say-
ing that his government
had made profitable
changes to the deal, which
was signed long before he
took office.

This marks the first
time in 44 years that an Ec-
uadorian Pesident has
faced a possible impeach-
ment by the National As-
sembly.

42nd ASEAN Summit opens in Indonesia,
highlights economic integration

Jakarta, May 10 (IANS)
The 42nd Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) Summit formally
kicked off in the Indonesian
town of Labuan Bajo on
Wednesday, with the
country's

President Joko Widodo
urging unity and economic
integration for the regional
bloc to play a central role in
regional peace and devel-
opment.

"With unity, ASEAN will
be able to be a central player
in bringing peace and de-
velopment," he noted in his
opening address.

"In the future, ASEAN
must strengthen its eco-
nomic integration,
strengthen inclusive coop-
eration, including the imple-
mentation of RCEP (Re-

gional Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership), and
strengthen the health, food,
and energy architecture, as
well as maintain the finan-
cial stability," Xinhua news

agency quoted the Presi-
dent as saying.

The summit is expected
to produce a roadmap for
Timor-Leste's full member-
ship. Last November, ASEAN
agreed in principle to admit
Timor-Leste to be its 11th
member. Timor-Leste's

Prime Minister Taur Matan
Ruak was present at the
summit in observer's status
and delivered a speech fol-
lowing President Widodo's
opening address, stressing a
mutual recognition of a
strong sense of together-
ness in ASEAN community
building, and reviewing his
country's major efforts to-
wards the bloc's
membership.In particular,
Ruak thanked Cambodia's
active chairmanship last
year, which he said was ab-
solutely critical for his
country's admission in prin-
ciple as the bloc's 11th
member.

This year, the Summit
under Indonesia's ASEAN
chairmanship is themed
"ASEAN Matters:
Epicentrum of Growth.

NAB to seek 14-day judicial
custody of Imran Khan

Islamabad, May 10
(IANS) Amid violent pro-
tests, vandalisation of secu-
rity installations and road
blockades in Pakistan
against the arrest of Imran
Khan, the National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) is set to
seek a 14-day judicial cus-
tody of the former Prime
Minister to question him in
the Al-Qadir Trust case,
sources said.

As per the latest reports,
Khan is currently being
housed in the the Police
Lines Guest House in
Islamabad, which has been
converted as a sub-jail.

He was taken to the
guest house shortly after his
arrest on Tuesday and

completion of his medical
examination by a team of
doctors from the Pakistan
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences.

Moreover, the govern-
ment has also issued a noti-

fication as a one-time dis-
pensation, declaring the
same Police Lines Guest
House as the venue for NAB
case hearing and the
Toshakhana hearing on
Wednesday. "New Police
Guest House, Police Lines

Headquarters H-11/1,
Islamabad, the venue for
hearing of case titled 'Dis-
trict Election Commissioner
Vs Imran Khan Niazi' and the
appearance of Mr. Imran
Khan Niazi before the Hon-
orable Judge Accountability
Court ? 1, Islamabad on 10th
May 2023, instead of F-8
Court Complex, Islamabad
and Judicial Complex G-11/
4, Islamabad," reads the no-
tification. Khan will be in-
dicted in the Toshakhana
case, while he will also be
brought before the NAB in
the Al-Qadir Trust case.

According to the
sources, the NAB has already
constituted a three-mem-
ber committee to investi-
gate the Al-Qadir Trust case
and probe Khan. The arrest,
criticized as illegal by PTI
supporters and leaders, also
suffered a setback when the
IHC declared it as "legal" and
as per law.

PTI sees plot to blame party
for vandalism in Pakistan
Islamabad, May 10 (IANS)

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) alleged that there is a
conspiracy afoot to blame it
for violence and vandalism
on state properties by ba-
ton-wielding protesters
waving party flags.

PTI Secretary-General
Asad Umar said that those
involved in public vandalism
and damage to property
during Tuesday's protests
had nothing to do with the
PTI and that a "planned con-
spiracy" using criminals' acts
like vandalism of state build-
ings may be used as a pre-
text to ban the party, The
News reported.Umar's com-
ments came as unverified
videos circulated across Pa-
kistani social media of PTI
workers allegedly storming
and vandalising state build-

ings in Lahore and
Rawalpindi, even apparently
setting fire to part of one of
the buildings.

Umar added that it was
not possible to "prove that
those are PTI supporters
who are burning and
vandalising."Protests were
held across major cities of
the country, including
Islamabad, Rawalpindi,
Lahore, Karachi, Gujranwala,
Faisalabad, Multan,
Peshawar, and Mardan, The
News reported.

In Karachi, PTI protesters
managed to block the main
thoroughfare -- Shahrah-e-
Faisal -- and also damaged
property. Sindh govern-
ment spokesperson
Murtaza Wahab has claimed
that PTI supporters also set
a vehicle on fire.

Zelensky urges EU chief to start
membership negotiations

Kiev, May 10 (IANS)
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky has
urged visiting European
Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen to
launch talks on the war-torn
nation's membership in the
European Union (EU).

"It is time for a positive
decision to launch negotia-
tions on Ukraine's member-
ship in the European
Union," Zelensky told re-
porters after talks with von
der Leyen in Kiev.

Kiev is counting on re-
ceiving a positive interim as-
sessment of Ukraine's
progress on the path of Eu-
ropean integration by the

European Commission in
June, Zelensky said.

For her part, von der
Leyen spoke positively of
Ukraine's efforts towards
the fulfillment of the seven
requirements put forward
by the European Commis-
sion for starting the acces-
sion talks.

"I would like to express
my deepest respect for this
work. Please know that you
can rely on our expertise
and support in this ongoing
process," said von der
Leyen.

In June 2022, EU leaders
accepted Ukraine as a can-
didate for membership in
the bloc.--IANS

Chicago issues emergency declaration
in response to migrant influx

Chicago, May 10 (IANS)
Chicago has issued an emer-
gency declaration in re-
sponse to the migrant in-
flow exceeding the third
largest US city's ability to
manage.In an emergency
executive order issued Tues-
day, Chicago Mayor Lori
Lightfoot said she reserves
the authority to request the
Governor of Illinois to
mobilise the National Guard
to provide staffing and lo-
gistical support to address
the emergency in the city,
reports Xinhua news
agency.The city also calls on

federal and state govern-
ments to support with
much-needed additional
funding and resources for
emergency shelter and
resettlement.Beginning on
August 31, 2022, Chicago
began to receive buses sent
by the state of Texas, trans-
porting individuals and
families from Central and
South America seeking asy-
lum in the US.

And since that time, asy-
lum seekers have continued
to flow into Chicago by vari-
ous means, including on air-
planes, by bus and on foot,

Lightfoot said.
Because of a shortage of

available space, existing fa-
cilities are full, newly created
facilities are full, and hun-
dreds of migrants are now
temporarily sheltering in
police stations, according to
the Mayor.Chicago has
learned that the flood of
migrants into the city will
not only continue unabated
but will increase. With the
city's resources now
stretched to the breaking
point, extraordinary mea-
sures are necessary, she
added.

Australian PM denies
budget inflation fears

Canberra, May 10 (IANS)
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese on
Wednesday dismissed sug-
gestions that the
government's signature
cost-of-living relief package
will fuel inflation.

Under the A$14.6 billion
($9.8 billion) package, which
was detailed by Treasurer
Jim Chalmers in the federal
budget for the financial year
2023-24 on Tuesday night,
welfare payments will be in-
creased, more doctors' visits
subsidized and millions of
households will receive di-
rect energy bill relief, reports
Xinhua news agency.

Addressing the budget
session on Wednesday
morning, Albanese said it

was a responsible package
that would help curb infla-
tionary pressures.

"We wanted to take
pressure off families whilst
we didn't put pressure on
inflation. So, that's why we
have targeted relief," he told
local media.So, what we did
was to provide support to
take pressure off people, as
well as, though, always be-
ing conscious that it's no
good doing that whilst add-
ing pressure to inflation,
which is why we haven't
done that," the Prime Min-
ister said.In addition to the
cost of living relief, the head-
line item in the budget was
a forecast surplus in the cur-
rent 2022-23 financial year,
the first in 15 years.

12 Indian-origin men, women
convicted of money laundering in UK

London, May 10 (IANS)
Sixteen people, including
several men and women of
Indian descent, have been
convicted after a major in-
vestigation into a West Lon-
don-based organised crime
group involved in interna-
tional money laundering
and human smuggling, UK's
National Crime Agency
(NCA) said.

Members of the network
smuggled in excess of GBP
42 million in cash out of the
UK, making hundreds of
trips to Dubai and the UAE
between 2017 and 2019.

According to NCA inves-
tigations, the money was

profit from the sale of class
A drugs and organised im-
migration crime.

"This has been a long
and complex investigation
into an organised crime
group involved in money
laundering on a commercial
scale and organised immi-
gration crime. Over a two-
year period, working to-
gether with partners in the
UK and abroad, NCA inves-
tigators were able to un-
cover the evidence to se-
cure these convictions,"
NCA senior investigating of-
ficer Chris Hill said.Around
GBP 1.5 million was seized
from couriers leaving the UK

but flight analysis, evidence
from cash declarations in
Dubai, and other material
seized by the NCA showed
the group had succeeded in
transporting far more.

In November 2019, fol-
lowing weeks of surveil-
lance, communications and
flight data analysis, officers
moved in to make arrests,
and those charged were
prosecuted in two trials at
Croydon Crown Court, start-
ing in January 2023.

Gang ringleader Charan
Singh, 44, from Hounslow,
was among those detained
in a series of early morning
raids across west London.
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Rio Ferdinand believes that Manchester City can hold their heads high after drawing 1-1 away to Real
Madrid in the first leg of their Champions League semi-final. Real took the lead in the 36th minute through a
superb strike from Vinicius Junior but City levelled as Kevin De Bruyne found the net in the 67th minute. The
result leaves the tie finely poised going into next week's second leg at the Etihad Stadium.
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Ahmedabad, Gujarat
based IFL Enterprises Ltd –
engaged in the papers and
stationery business has suc-
cessfully turnaround the
business operations in FY23.
Company reported
standalone net profit of Rs.
50.84 lakh in FY23 as against
net loss of Rs. 21.30 lakh in
FY22. Total income during
the year reported growth of
153% Y-o-Y to Rs. 646.22
lakh as against total income
of Rs. 254.78 lakh in FY22.
Company reported EBITDA
of Rs. 70.75 lakh in FY23.

On the consolidated
front, company reported To-
tal income of Rs. 946.98 lakh,
EBITDA of Rs. 75.63 lakh and
Net profit of Rs. 51.81 lakh in
FY23. Company has recently
secured export orders
worth USD 8.16 million
(approx. Rs. 67 crores) from
Kenyan company, Frereana
Holding Ltd. The order is for
the supply of writing books,

IFL Enterprises successfully turn around business
operations, reports net profit of Rs. 50.84 lakh in FY23

textbooks, bond paper and
copier papers for schools in
Kenya. The company has
completed the due dili-
gence with the overseas
partner. The export ship-
ments are scheduled from
June 2023 and are expected
to be completed by March
2024. The order is subject to
80% advance payment as
per the agreed terms of the
contract, the balance 20%
on order delivery.

Commenting on results
and performance, Mr. Dolar
Shah, Managing Director &
CFO, IFL Enterprises Ltd said,
"Company’s performance
during the quarter and full
year has been quite remark-
able amidst the challenging
economic and business sce-
nario prevailing across the
globe.

We are further confident
to improve our growth
numbers of revenue, mar-
gins and profitability in FY

23-24. Our strategic growth
initiatives, product and geo-
graphical expansion, opera-
tional efficiency are likely to
contribute towards rapid
growth in years to come. The
company is working to-
wards executing its growth
strategy in a manner that
creates exponential value
for all stakeholders in the
near to medium term.”

Incorporated in the year
2009, IFL Enterprises Ltd is a
leading Paper trading com-
pany. It offers a diverse prod-
uct range which includes All
kinds of Paper related items.
like Writing paper, coated
paper, A/4 paper, Hi bright,
Copier paper, Duplex Board,
Art and Craft paper, Note-
books, etc. Company in its
board meeting held on April
24, 2023, has allotted 4.54
crore equity shares of Rs. 1
each as fully paid bonus
shares to the existing share-
holders of the company.

Mumbai, IBM (NYSE: IBM)
at its annual Think confer-
ence, announced IBM
watsonx, a new AI and data
platform to be released that
will enable enterprises to
scale and accelerate the im-
pact of the most advanced AI
with trusted data.

Enterprises turning to AI
today need access to a full
technology stack that en-
ables them to train, tune and
deploy AI models, including
foundation models and ma-
chine learning capabilities,
across their organization
with trusted data, speed, and
governance - all in one place
and to run across any cloud
environment.

Also at Think, IBM is an-
nouncing further planned
advancements, including a
GPU-as-a-service infrastruc-
ture offering designed to
support AI-intensive
workloads, an AI-powered
dashboard to measure, track,
manage, and help report on
cloud carbon emissions, and
a new practice for watsonx
and generative AI from IBM

IBM Unveils the Watsonx Platform to Power
Next-Generation Foundation Models for Business

Consulting that will support
client deployment of AI.

With watsonx, IBM is of-
fering an AI development
studio with access to IBM-
curated and trained founda-
tion models and open-
source models, access to a
data store to enable the
gathering and cleansing of
training and tuning data, and
a toolkit for governance of AI
into the hands of businesses
that will provide a seamless
end-to-end AI workflow that
will make AI easier to adapt
and scale.

“With the development
of foundation models, AI for
business is more powerful
than ever,” said Arvind
Krishna, IBM Chairman and
CEO. “Foundation models
make deploying AI signifi-
cantly more scalable, afford-
able, and efficient.

We built IBM watsonx for
the needs of enterprises, so
that clients can be more than
just users, they can become
AI advantaged. With IBM
watsonx, clients can quickly
train and deploy custom AI

capabilities across their en-
tire business, all while retain-
ing full control of their data.”

Clients will have access
to the toolset, technology,
infrastructure, and con-
sulting expertise to build
their own — or fine-tune
and adapt available AI
models — on their own
data and deploy them at
scale in a more trustwor-
thy and open environ-
ment to drive business
success. Competitive dif-
ferentiation and unique
business value will be able
to be increasingly derived
from how adaptable an AI
model can be to an
enterprise’s unique data
and domain knowledge.

IBM watsonx.ai: A next
generation enterprise studio,
expected to be generally
available in July 2023, for AI
builders to train, test, tune,
and deploy both traditional
machine learning and new
generative AI capabilities
powered by foundation
models through an open
and intuitive user interface.

are on track despite their
absence.”

Gursharan Rai Bansal,
Chief General Manager &
Chief Sales and Marketing
Officer, India Post Payments
Bank, said, “Life insurance is
one of the most essential fi-
nancial products for cus-
tomers to have a hassle-
free journey to fulfil their fi-
nancial and life goals. India
Post Payments Bank has
been instrumental in dis-
tributing insurance to un-
derprivileged sections
through various savings,
protection and annuity
products. In line with
Government’s mission of fi-
nancial inclusion, we are
committed to expand Life
Insurance offerings to our
customers through the
new Group Term Life Insur-
ance from Bajaj Allianz Life
Insurance Company Lim-
ited.

Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance introduced an
affordable term plan to enable protection for all

New Delhi, Bajaj Allianz
Life Insurance, one of India’s
leading private life insurers,
has introduced Bajaj Allianz
Life Group Term Life - A
Non-linked Non-Participat-
ing Group Term Insurance
Plan, an affordable protec-
tion plan exclusively for the
customers of India Post
Payments Bank. The prod-
uct allows customers to
start their insurance protec-
tion by paying small
amounts for an adequate
life cover, thereby providing
for long term financial se-
curity of their loved ones.

Furthermore, on the
death of the life assured,
who typically is the bread-
winner of the family, Bajaj
Allianz Life Group Term Life
offers the nominee to re-
ceive a lump-sum to cover
any immediate expenses
and also regular monthly
income payout to the fam-

ily over a period of 5, 7 or 10
years.

Dheeraj Sehgal, Chief
Distribution Officer & Head
– Institutional Business,
Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance,
said, “As Life Goals enabler
we are keen to be able to
provide all our customers
unique products to help
them financially secure
their families. Our partner-
ship with India Post Pay-
ments Bank (IPPB) helps us
fulfil our vision to respond
to customers’ needs from
across the country. Our lat-
est product is unique as it
is designed to help families,
who bank with IPPB, cope
up with the financial short-
fall they may face with the
death of the breadwinner.
I’m confident that it’s low
premium and high cover
will attract more customers
to protect their families,
and ensure their life goals

Jammu, Prevest Denpro
Ltd, a leading manufacturer
of dental products, has an-
nounced new additions to
its Board of Directors to
drive growth amidst strong
financial performance. The
company has delivered ex-
cellent results in the last Fi-
nancial year, with a 30% YoY
growth in revenue and a
36% increment in net profit.
The appointment of a sea-
soned marketing profes-
sional is expected to
strengthen its marketing
capabilities and drive
growth in key markets.

Mr Vaibhav Munjal, son-
in-law of the promoters Mr
Atul Modi and Mrs Namrata
Modi, joins as Executive Di-
rector & Chief Marketing Of-
ficer, bringing experience of
working in Indian and MNC
companies such as Godrej,
Asian Paints, and Samsung
across various leadership
positions in these organiza-
tions. He has 17 years of rich
experience in Strategic Mar-
keting, Distribution growth
and Sales and has an out-
standing record of driving

Prevest Denpro strengthens Board of Directors with key
appointments to drive growth amidst strong financial performance"

multi million dollar rev-
enues and strong growths
for enterprises across indus-
tries. Mr Munjal is a Me-
chanical Engineer from
Thapar Institute of Engi-
neering Technology and an
MBA from SCMHRD, Pune.
His appointment to the
Board of Directors is ex-
pected to help the company
build a strong brand and
drive growth in key markets.

The company also ap-
pointed CA Pradeep
Gandotra as an Indepen-
dent Director to bring his
expertise in accounting, fi-
nance and taxation to the
Board of Directors . CA
Pradeep Gandotra is having
experience of over 35 years
in accounting, finance and
taxation. Apart from his suc-
cessful career as CA, he has
held several significant po-
sitions in various govern-
ment and non government
institutions and other pro-
fessional organizations.

"We are pleased to wel-
come Mr Vaibhav Munjal
and CA Pradeep Gandotra
to our team," said Mr Atul

Modi, Managing Director
and Chairman of Prevest
Denpro Ltd. "Their vast ex-
perience and expertise in
marketing and finance will
help us take our business to
new heights. We are confi-
dent that they will contrib-
ute immensely to the
growth and success of our
company."

"I am excited to join
Prevest Denpro Ltd and look
forward to working with the
team to drive the company's
growth," said Mr Vaibhav
Munjal. "Prevest Denpro Ltd
is a leading player in the
dental industry and has a
strong reputation for inno-
vation and quality. I am con-
fident that, together, we can
take the company to new
heights and create long-
term value for all stakehold-
ers."

With these strong ap-
pointments, Prevest Depro
Ltd is poised to capitalize on
its recent financial success
and further cement its posi-
tion as leading manufac-
turer of dental products in
India and beyond.

Ireland-Bangladesh first ODI
washout gives South Africa direct
qualification ticket to World Cup

Chelmsford, May 10 (IANS) The first ODI be-
tween Ireland and Bangladesh in Chelmsford was
abandoned after persistent rain on Tuesday
evening, helping South Africa clinch the last auto-
matic qualification ticket for the 2023 Men's ODI
World Cup, to be held in India in October-Novem-
ber.

Even if Ireland win the ODI series against
Bangladesh, they now cannot go past South Africa
eighth place standing in the ODI Super League
points table. Ireland will now participate in the ten-
team ODI World Cup qualifying tournament, set to
run from June 18 to July 9 in Zimbabwe, with former
winners West Indies and Sri Lanka also playing in
the competition.

South Africa had given themselves every
chance of qualifying automatically for this year's
ODI World Cup with the series over the Netherlands
past the West Indies and into the eighth and final
spot on the Super League standings.But their
chances for automatic qualification still hinged on
Ireland's ODIs against Bangladesh. A 3-0 series vic-
tory for Ireland would have brought them level on
points with South Africa, assuming they incurred
no penalty points.

Connected TV scores high with 88 ad
spots per match on IPL's English feed

New Delhi, May 10 (IANS) The latest TAM Report
has revealed that Connected TV (CTV) advertising
spots have been increasing every week during the
ongoing season of the Indian Premier League (IPL).

According to the report, CTV ad spots have
demonstrated a consistent growth trend, increas-
ing from 78 spots (average ad spots per match) in
week 1 to 94 spots (per match) in week 4, which
represents a 20 per cent growth.

JioCinema is streaming IPL for free on con-
nected TV and mobile devices. This data is only for
the English feed streaming of the IPL, showcasing
high advertiser interest for accessing premium au-
diences via connected TVs.

Meanwhile, linear TV ad spots in week 1 were
66 ad spots (per match), which became 54 in week
2 (per match). The Week 3 number was 48 ad spots
(per match), and week 4 showcased 40 ad spots (per
match), as per BARC.

IPL 2023: CSK felicitates Elephant
caregivers Bomman, Bellie and Oscar-
winning director Kartiki Gonsalves

Chennai, May 10 (IANS) Chennai Super Kings
felicitated real-life heroes Bomman and Bellie, the
elephant caregivers, and Oscar-winning filmmaker
Kartiki Gonsalves in a special event here.

Captain MS Dhoni presented personalised CSK
jerseys to the trio after training at the MA
Chidambaram stadium on Tuesday.

Additionally, Chennai Super Kings will also be
conducting a special felicitation ceremony for the
caregiving couple and the filmmaker at the stadium
ahead of the match against Delhi Capitals on
Wednesday. Rupa Gurunath, owner Chennai Super
Kings, will hand over mementoes along with
Chennai Super Kings Cricket Limited CEO KS
Viswanathan. CSK will also present a cheque to
Mudumalai Tiger Conservation Foundation to-
wards the welfare of elephants.

"

IPL 2023: They need to hold Suryakumar's bat
from behind or hold his legs: says Zaheer Khan
New Delhi, May 10

(IANS) Suryakumar Yadav
was at his sensational best
once again, smashing 83
(35b) as Mumbai Indians
beat Royal Challengers Ban-
galore (RCB) in Match No. 54
of the IPL 2023 at the
Wankhede Stadium on a hu-
mid Tuesday night.

Set a challenging 200 for
victory, MI stormed home in
16.3 overs and won by six
wickets. Nehal Wadhera, too,
delivered a superb perfor-
mance with the bat, hitting
an unbeaten 52 off 34 balls.
His knock was laced with
four boundaries and three
sixes. Earlier, RCB had done
well to reach 199/6, thanks
largely to skipper Faf du
Plessis' 65 (41b) and Glenn
Maxwell's 68 (33b).

The win took MI to 12
points from 11 games and
they now lie in the third
place in the 10-team table.
On the other hand, RCB are
in the 7th place with 10
points from 11 games, and
the race to the play-offs is
hotting up.

JioCinema IPL expert
Zaheer Khan couldn't be-
lieve the ease with which
Yadav dominated proceed-
ings, saying: "They need to
hold his bat from behind or
hold his legs, he's been bat-
ting like that. There was a

tough phase but when he
found his rhythm, the good
became even better. This
will never be good news for
the bowlers."

"The way he bats and
the way he approaches it, no
field placement can help
them. Every time I see them
play, it seems like the
bowlers are trying to bowl
outside the off-stump, pack
the side with four players,
and SKY is still hitting fours
and you cannot stop this,"
added the former India
paceman.

This was the third time
in IPL history that MI chased
down a target of 190 runs or
more in under 17 overs, the
only team to have ever done
so.  Suresh Raina credited
the winning culture preva-
lent in the team for this
comeback after a slow start
to the season. "Suryakumar
Yadav's celebration showed

how easily a team can chase
down 200 runs. He's in great
form and it reminds us that
MI know how to chase tar-
gets and come back. They've
won the trophy five times
and they have a match-win-
ner in their locker room ev-
ery year. Whether it's Tilak
Varma, Wadhera, Greene,
Tim David, and the biggest
is Piyush Chawla. He always
bowls in important mo-
ments to get MI wickets. This
is the reason why they
dominate the IPL. Riteam
can do," said Raina.

Graeme Smith remarked
on the impact the two
points can have for MI.
"We've talked about the im-
portance of two points to-
night. MI, I was just thinking,
I can't remember them play-
ing a great game this sea-
son, but, somehow they
found themselves in third
position on the log.

IPL 2023: Anuj Rawat or Shahbaz Ahmed haven't
capitalised on opportunities, says Sanjay Bangar

Mumbai, May 10 (IANS)
After suffering a six-wicket
defeat to Mumbai Indians in
IPL 2023, Royal Challengers
Bangalore head coach
Sanjay Bangar believes the
young uncapped Indian
batters in the side haven't
stepped up in crucial situa-
tions.

On Tuesday, barring 68
from Glenn Maxwell, 65
from captain Faf du Plessis
and an 18-ball 30 from
Dinesh Karthik,
none of the Indian
batters stood up
as Bangalore
made 199/6,
which was chased
down by Mumbai
in 16.3 overs.

While Mahipal
Lomror, after mak-
ing a fine fifty
against Delhi
Capitals, fell for
just one, wicketkeeper-bat-
ter Anuj Rawat's lean run
continued as he fell for just
six after coming out to bat
at number three.

"For us, the team was
sort of built in such a way
(Glenn) Maxwell, Faf (du
Plessis), Virat (Kohli) and
Dinesh (Karthik) were going
to be the fulcrum of the bat-
ting and the younger play-
ers would play around

them."
"They are progressing,

but not at a very good pace.
Mahipal Lomror has taken
his chances well but some-
body like Anuj Rawat or
even Shahbaz Ahmed,
whenever they have gotten
those opportunities, have
unfortunately not been able
to capitalise on them," said
Bangar in the post-match
press conference.

Bangar, a former India

batting coach, feels the side
will have to be patient to get
consistent performances
from the young batters, cit-
ing Rinku Singh's example.
"That is the learning, you
have to be patient with
youngsters and it takes time
to expect that they will take
their opportunities and
churn out match-winning
performances for the team."

"Maybe you can relate it

to the example of Rinku
Singh - this is his season but
he had to spend a lot of time
and the kind of work KKR
did with him over the last 3-
4 years is now paying off," he
said in the post-match press
conference.

With the loss to Mumbai,
Bangalore have now slipped
to the seventh spot in the
points table with 10 points
from 11 matches. Bangar
rued Bangalore not getting

the momentum to
score extra runs in the
last ten overs.

"Yes, it does (hurt
us). We would have cer-
tainly liked to win and
progress higher up the
table. The table is very
tight and it is going to
go down right till the
last match of the tour-
nament."

"We certainly felt 10
runs short. We lost three
wickets in the middle phase
wherein Maxwell, Faf and
Lomror got out. And to-
wards the end we couldn't
get the impetus which was
required to get those extra
10 runs," he added.

Bangalore's next match
in IPL 2023 will be against
Rajasthan Royals at the
Sawai Mansingh Stadium on
Sunday afternoon.

Real Madrid, Man City draw Champions
League thriller in Bernabeu

Madrdi, May 10 (IANS)
Real Madrid and Manches-
ter City drew the first leg of
their Champions League
semifinal 1-1 in the
Santiago Bernabeu Sta-
dium after a thrilling 90-
minute game.

Vinicius Jr put Real
Madrid ahead in the first
half, but Kevin de Bruyne
leveled for the Premier
League leaders midway
through the second half, re-
ports Xinhua.

Manchester City made
six changes from the side
that beat Leeds United at
the weekend, while Real
Madrid's only changes from
the team that won the final
of the Copa del Rey were to
bring in Luka Modric for
Aurelian Tchouameni and
Antonio Rudiger for the
suspended Eder Militao.

Man City kicked off by
dominating the ball, press-
ing high and winning pos-
session high up the field,
and Thibaut Courtois was
called into action to save
from De Bruyne in the
eighth minute.Five minutes
later, he got down to push
Rodri's low effort out for a
corner and then made two
relatively comfortable
saves from Haaland as City
controlled midfield and de-
nied Madrid any relevant
possession.Things got a bit
feisty in the closing min-
utes of the half after Jack
Grealish reacted to several
bad challenges from Dani
Carvajal, which went un-
punished, while Toni Kroos
was perhaps lucky to only
see yellow for a late and
high challenge on Ilkay
Gundogan.

Bengaluru’s MG Road best high
street in India : Knight Frank and
Phygital Retail Convention Report

  Linking Road (Mumbai), and South Extension
(Delhi) among top 10 high streets

• 4 Bengaluru high streets in top 10; Chennai
and Kolkata rank 5thand 6th respectively

• Total high street stock of 13.2 mn sq ft
spread across 4,875 retail stores in top 8 markets

• NCR contributes 24% of India’s total occu-
pied modern retail arena, highest across top 8 mar-
ket

Mumbai, In a primary survey conducted by glo-
bal real estate consultancy in India, Knight Frank
across eight markets of India, it has been determined
that Bengaluru has best of high streets that provide
significantly better shopping experience with 4 of its
markets making to the top 10 list.  As per the insights,
MG Road (Bengaluru) tops the list of high streets in
India, followed by Somajiguda (Hyderabad) in the
second position, Linking Road (Mumbai), and South
Extension (Delhi) are also listed among the top 10
high streets in the country. This ranking study is part
of Knight Frank India’s flagship annual retail report
‘Think India Think Retail 2023 - High Street Real Es-
tate Outlook’ in association with Phygital Retail Con-
vention 2023. The report will be formally inaugurated
at a gala event on May 11, 2023. The study was con-
ducted for 30 high streets across the top eight mar-
kets.

ADF Foods records highest
ever Annual Revenue and PAT

Mumbai, ADF Foods Limited, one of the leading manu-
facturer of prepared ethnic food, announced Financial Re-
sults for the quarter and financial year ended 31st March
2023.

Key Financial Highlights: Highest ever standalone An-
nual Revenue, EBITDA and PAT coupled with robust expan-
sion in EBITDA and PAT margin. It is the highest standalone
PAT margin in history of the company on a quarterly as well
as yearly basis

In Q4 FY23, consolidated Revenue grew by 13.8% to Rs.
123.1 Cr y-o-y while EBITDA and PAT grew by 73.2% to Rs.
26.5 Cr and 42.6% y-o-y Rs. 16.1 Cr respectively

Our flagship brand ‘Ashoka’ has now crossed Rs. 200 Cr
in Revenue, growing at a CAGR of 33.2% over last 2 years

Commenting on the Results, Mr. Bimal Thakkar – Chair-
man & Managing Director said, “ADF Foods has delivered a
strong Q4 performance, with robust revenue and PAT on a
standalone and consolidated basis.

Our flagship brand ‘Ashoka’ remains a top Indian food
brand in stores across the US, UK, and Asia Pacific, thanks
to our dedication towards traditional recipes and high-
quality ingredients.

We have completed debottlenecking efforts in our ex-
isting plants to meet growing demand, and our planned
expansion in Surat and infrastructure in existing plants will
unlock further frozen food production capacity. Our com-
mitment to sustainable manufacturing processes and ad-
herence to global standards of quality have helped us be-
come one of India’s leading exporters in processed foods
business.

Investments are being made towards sales and distri-
bution for our Soul brand in India due to the encouraging
response we've received.
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Paramount Media Networks slashes
25% jobs, to shut down MTV News

San Francisco, May 10 (IANS) Paramount Media
Networks laying off 25 per cent of its workforce, along
with shutting down MTV News, "because of "pres-
sure from broader headwinds like many of our
peersa.

MTV's news division was launched in the 1980s,
which will now be shut down, according to a com-
pany memo seen by Variety.

Layoffs will impact 25 per cent of employees
across the Showtime, MTV Entertainment Studios
and Paramount Media Networks groups in the US.

Paramount Media Networks president Chris
McCarthy said in the memo to employees that se-
nior leaders in coordination with HR have been work-
ing together over the past few months to determine
the optimal organisation for the current and future
needs of their business.

"As a result, we have made the very hard but nec-
essary decision to reduce our domestic team by ap-
proximately 25 per cent," said McCarthy.

"This is a tough yet important strategic realign-
ment of our group. Through the elimination of some
units and by streamlining others, we will be able to
reduce costs and create a more effective approach
to our business as we move forward," he added.

Sam Bankman-Fried seeks to dismiss
10 out of 13 charges against him

San Francisco, May 10 (IANS) Sam Bankman-Fried,
former CEO and founder of bankrupt crypto ex-
change FTX, has filed a pre-trial motion to dismiss
10 out of 13 charges against him.

His attorneys seek to dismiss the conspiracy to
commit wire fraud and bank fraud charges, reports
TechCrunch.The lawyers also seek to dismiss a few
other charges, including bribery and political contri-
bution charges, the report mentioned.Bankman-
Fried is currently under house arrest at his parent's

house in Palo Alto, Cali-
fornia, ahead of his ex-
pected trial in October.

The US authorities
have charged him with
wire fraud, conspiracy to
commit money launder-
ing and conspiracy to
misuse customer funds.

He is also facing suits
by the SEC and CFTC over similar charges.The US
District Court for Southern District of New York has
charged him for allegedly bribing Chinese officials
"at least $40 million."The US Department of Justice
alleged that Bankman-Fried "authorised and di-
rected a bribe of at least $40 million to one or more
Chinese government officials."The Justice Depart-
ment said the Bankman-Fried wanted access to the
funds in order to assist Alameda "in obtaining and
retaining business."

NCLT admits Go Airlines' petition
Chennai, May 10 (IANS) The National Company

Law Tribunal (NCLT) on Wednesday admitted the
voluntary insolvency petition filed by the Wadia
group's low cost airline Go Airlines (India) Ltd and
appointed Interim Resolution Professional (IRP).

The Principal Bench of NCLT, New Delhi also de-
clared moratorium for the company and directed the
suspended Board of Directors to cooperate with the
IRP.

Blaming the global aircraft engine maker Pratt &
Whitney of not providing spare engines for defec-
tive ones resulting in the grounding of nearly half of
its fleet, Go Airlines had approached NCLT with a
petition for resolution on May 2, 2023.

The airline had approached the NCLT to retain
its aircrafts from being repossessed by the lessors.

Apple introduces Watch Pride
Edition Sport Band

New Delhi, May 10 (IANS) Apple has introduced
a new Pride Edition Sport Band accompanied by a
matching watch face and iOS wallpaper, as the com-
pany celebrates the ongoing movement to protect
and advance equality for the LGBTQ+ communities
around the world.The Pride Edition Sport Band will
be available for Rs 4,500 from May 23 on apple.com
and at Apple Store locations beginning May 24.

The Pride Edi- tion Sport Band is available in 41
mm and 45 mm sizes, and is
compatible with Apple Watch
Series 3 and later.

T h e new Pride Cel-
e b r a t i o n watch face and
i P h o n e wallpaper will be
a v a i l a b l e next week, and
r e q u i r e s watchOS 9.5 and
i O S 16.5.The new
Sport Band design show-
cases the original pride flag
r a i n b o w colours and five
others ? black and brown symbolise Black and Latin
communities, in addition to those who have passed
away from or are living with HIV/AIDS, while light
blue, pink, and white represent transgender and non-
binary individuals. This year's design integrates a joy-
ful rainbow of geometric shapes on a white base,
which are compression-moulded into the final band.
In the forming process, the base material flows
around each individual shape, creating small varia-
tions in their layout. No two bands are exactly alike,
reflecting the individuality of all members of the
LGBTQ+ community, said the company.

Chinese authorities arrest man for
generating fake news via ChatGPT

Beijing, May 10 (IANS) In what may be the first
detention related to the misuse of ChatGPT, the Chi-
nese law authorities have arrested a man for alleg-
edly using the OpenAI chatbot for generating fake
news and sharing it online.

Police in northwestern China's Gansu province
said that a suspect surnamed Hong had been de-
tained for "using artificial intelligence technology to
concoct false and untrue information", reports South
China Morning Post.

While ChatGPT is not directly available in China,
users can still access its service if they have a reliable
VPN connection.The cybersecurity team found the
AI-written fake news about a train crash was posted
by more than 20 accounts on Baijiahao, a blog-style
platform run by Chinese search engine giant Baidu.

The news received more than 15,000 clicks be-
fore authorities took action.

Hong confessed to using ChatGPT to quickly pro-
duce different versions of the same fake story and
uploaded them to his Baijiahao accounts.

Hong was suspected of the crime of "picking
quarrels and provoking trouble", a charge that nor-
mally carries a maximum sentence of five years.

"But in cases that are deemed especially severe,
offenders can be jailed for 10 years and given addi-
tional penalties," the report mentioned.China has
slammed ChatGPT, the AI-driven chatbot by
Microsoft-owned OpenAI that has become a rage,
saying it is spreading US government "misinforma-
tion" and directing internet companies not to use it
in their applications.

--IANS

Air India extends deadline for pilot
contracts amid union opposition

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) Air India has decided
to extend the deadline for
pilots to accept the revised
compensation structure, de-
spite facing opposition from
two unions, according to
sources. This development
follows the May 4 town hall
meeting organised by the
flag carrier where the con-
cerns of numerous pilots
were addressed. The sources
revealed that during the
meeting, approximately 800
pilots who had not yet
agreed to the new compen-
sation structure, were in at-
tendance.  The meeting was
presided over by Air India's
Chief of Operations, Captain
Rajwinder Singh Sandhu,
who is also a pilot.

In response to requests
from the pilots, who had
previously declined the re-
vised compensation struc-
ture, the airline has granted
an extension until the end of
this week to sign the new
contracts. Meanwhile, the
two pilot unions -- the In-
dian Commercial Pilots As-
sociation (ICPA) and the In-
dian Pilots Guild (IPG) -- con-
vened a joint meeting on
Tuesday to discuss the
airline's revised compensa-
tion structure.

According to a source, a
significant number of pilots
remained resolute in their
stance of not signing the
new contracts. Recognising
the ongoing deliberations
and concerns raised by the

pilots, the airline has de-
cided to extend the dead-
line for pilots to reach a de-
cision regarding the new
contracts. The extended
deadline now allows pilots
until the end of this week to
make their choice, whereas
the original deadline for ac-
cepting the revised com-
pensation structure was set
for April 30.To address the
new service terms and chart
the path forward, the unions
held a joint virtual meeting,
bringing together their re-
spective members.

"The purpose of this
meeting was to discuss the
revised compensation
structure in detail and deter-
mine the future course of
action," said the sources.

Mumbai, Shoonya, the
leading zero-brokerage
trading platform, today an-
nounced the appointment
of one of the renowned
KPMGfirm as its indepen-
dent external auditor. The
audit is toreview the impact
on the trading platform,
from the technical issue on
13thApril 2023. Shoonya
also conducted an internal
audit and mock trading ses-
sions to ensure normalcy
from the next trading ses-
sion. The company’smove to
appoint this audit firm
purely aims to reinforce
transparency, accountabil-
ity, and customer confi-
dence in Shoonya's trading
platform. The audit firm will
conduct a comprehensive

Shoonya Appoints KPMG Firm to Audit its
System and Strengthen Customer Confidence

assessment of Shoonya's
trading platform, analysing
its infrastructure, security
measures, operational pro-
cedures, and risk manage-
ment practices. The audit
process will provide an inde-
pendent evaluation, rein-
forcing Shoonya's dedica-
tion to adhere to industry
standards and regulatory
requirements. Mr. Sarvjeet
Virk, Co-founder &
MD,Finvasia, said, “Appoint-
ing one of the KPMGfirm as
the independent auditor
underlines our commitment
to transparency and cus-
tomer trust. The unbiased
and rigorous evaluation of
our systems, processes, and
controls will ensure that we
continue to meet the high-

est industry standards for
technology, ethics and the
customer-first ideology. By
leveraging the firm’s exper-
tise, we are confident in en-
hancing our platform's per-
formance and ensuring an
exceptional trading experi-
ence for our valued custom-
ers.” As an industry leader,
Shoonya recognizes the im-
portance of maintaining the
highest standards of integrity
and security for its customers.

AREX INDUSTRIES LIMITED

For AREX INDUSTRIES LIMITED
Dinesh Bilgi

Managing Director
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Place : Chhatral
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CIN : L99999GJ1989PLC012213
Regd. Office: 612, GIDC Estate, Chattral, Tal.:Kalol,

Dist.: Gandhinagar – 382 729, Gujarat, India
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NOTICE
Pursuant to Regulation 29 read with Regulation 47 of the Securities
and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure
Requirements) Regulations, 2015 (Listing Regulation), notice is
hereby given that a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Company
is scheduled to be held on Saturday, May 27, 2023, inter alia to
consider, approve and take on record the Audited Financial Results
of the Company for the year ended on 31 st March, 2023, and other
matters thereto.

India, Canada agree to enhance cooperation
for investment promotion, info exchange

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) India and Canada
have agreed to enhance co-
operation for coordinated
investment promotion and
information exchange. This
was finalised after both the
countries concluded the 6th
India-Canada Ministerial
Dialogue on Trade and In-
vestment in Ottawa on
Monday. Union Commerce
minister Piyush Goyal and
Canadian Minister for Inter-
national Trade Mary Ng con-
cluded the negotiations for
their respective countries.

Ng announced that she
would lead a Canadian trade
mission to India in October.
This will present an oppor-
tunity to further the trade
and investment ties be-
tween the two countries as
she is likely to bring a big
business delegation for the
same. India-Canada bilateral
trade in goods reached
about $8.2 billion in 2022,
registering about 25 per
cent growth compared to
2021. The two ministers also
underlined the contribution
of the services sector in fur-

thering the bilateral rela-
tionship and noted the sig-
nificant potential for in-
creasing bilateral services
trade which stood at about
$6.6 billion in 2022. They
emphasised on enhancing
cooperation in sectors such
as clean technologies for in-
frastructure development,
critical minerals, electric ve-
hicles and batteries, renew-
able energy and hydrogen,
as well as Artificial Intelli-

gence. Both the ministers
asked their officials to dis-
cuss trade remedies issues
of bilateral importance on a
regular basis. The two sides
agreed to explore enhanced
cooperation through mea-
sures such as coordinated
investment promotion, in-
formation exchange and
mutual support between
the two parties in near fu-
ture through a memoran-
dum of understanding

(MoU) preferably in Fall of
2023. The Ministers agreed
on the importance of G2G
coordination to promote
critical mineral supply
chain resiliency and com-
mitted to an annual dia-
logue at the official level
on the margins of the
Prospectors and Develop-
ers Association Confer-
ence (PDAC) in Toronto, to
discuss issues of mutual
interest.
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T.R. Baalu's son T.R.B. Raaja to be
TN minister, Governor approves
CM recommendation

Chennai, May 10 (IANS) T.R.B. Raaja, the
Mannarkudi MLA and son of veteran DMK leader T.R.
Baalu, will be inducted as a minister in M.K. Stalin-led
Tamil Nadu government on Thursday as Governor R.N.
Ravi has approved the Chief Minister's recommenda-
tion.

Meanwhile, Dairy Development Minister S.A.
Nasser has been dropped from the cabinet. However,
DMK sources told IANS that there could be a few more
changes before the swearing-in of Raaja.

State Finance Minister P.T.R. Thiaga Rajan is likely
to be shifted to a minor portfolio, following differences
of opinion cropping up between him and Stalin's fam-
ily after leak of an audio in which a person, alleged to
be the Minister, was heard making adverse comments
against Stalin's son and minister Udayanidhi Stalin
and his son-in-law Sabareesan. The speaker, as per the
audio, accused both of looting money since the DMK
government assumed office in Tamil Nadu.

Ex-Army official attacked by
robber in Cantt home in Lucknow

Lucknow, May 10 (IANS) A retired 80-year-old
Army officer was attacked and knocked unconscious
by a robber in his home on Thimaiyya road in Can-
tonment area here.

He regained consciousness after three days and
has been discharged from the hospital.

Lt Colonel (retd) Keshav Goel suffered a deep
wound on his head as the attacker hit him with a sharp
object.In his complaint, the officer said he woke up
on the night of April 29 to go to the washroom and
found a miscreant standing in the gallery."He attacked
me with a sword-like object. I suffered a deep cut
wound in the middle of my skull but luckily my right
eye was saved. I began to bleed but by God's grace I
did not fall on the ground and called my helper. The
robber probably got nervous and fled. My helper
called the police. I was rushed to the Command Hos-
pital," he said in his FIR, lodged after he was dis-
charged from hospital.

Teen couple killed for 'honour' in
Bihar

Patna, May 10 (IANS) In a suspected case of honour
killing, a 15-year-old girl and her teenaged boyfriend
were killed, allegedly by her mother, in Sugauli village
in Bihar's East Champaran district.

The woman was arrested in the wee hours on
Wednesday, Motihari police said. The accused along
with her family members also tried to destroy the evi-
dence by cremating the bodies. As soon as police got
information on Tuesday night, they rushed to crema-
tion ground adjoining Sikrahana river and recovered
the partially burnt bodies.

K'taka polls: Kharge, Rahul urge
people to vote for 'progressive govt'

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) As polling for the
224-member Karnataka As-
sembly is currently under-
way, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge and se-
nior party leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday
urged the people in the
state to vote for a "progres-
sive government".

Taking to Twitter, Kharge
said: "People of Karnataka
have decided that they shall
choose a progressive, trans-
parent & welfare-oriented
government. Today, it is time
vote in large numbers. We
welcome our first time vot-
ers to participate in this
democratic process for a
better future."

On his part, Rahul
Gandhi said: Karnataka's
vote.... for five guarantees,
for rights of women, for em-
ployment of youths, for wel-
fare of poor. Come, vote in
maximum numbers, let's
build a '40 per cent commis-
sion' free, progressive
Karnataka together." In his

Twitter post, Rahul also used
the hashtag
#CongressWinning150.

Meanwhile, Congress
General Secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra appealed to
the people to bring in a
strong, development ori-
ented government" that
works for the betterment of
everyone.

"As the polling for the
Assembly elections begins,
I urge all my sisters and
brothers in Karnataka to go
out there and vote for
change. It's time to bring in
a strong, development ori-
ented and capable govern-
ment that works tirelessly to
make your lives better," she
tweeted and used the same
hashtag as that of Rahul
Gandhi's.Polling for the
Karnataka Assembly began
on Wednesday at 7 a.m. and
will go on till 6 p.m. Count-
ing of ballot will take place
on Saturday.The Congress
had held aggressive cam-
paigning in the state
against the ruling BJP.

6-year-old attacked by
pet dog in Lucknow

Lucknow, May 10 (IANS)
In yet another incident this
year, a six-year-old girl was
attacked by a pet French
Mastiff in Lucknow's Bulaki
Adda area.

The child sustained mul-
tiple injuries and is receiving
treatment at the Balrampur
district hospital.

"The incident took place
on Tuesday afternoon when
the victim, Ekra, was playing
outside the house. Suddenly
the pet dog came and at-
tacked her," said Nargis
Salmani, her mother.

"She fell down and cried
for help, after which locals
intervened and tried to
shoo away the dog but it
again attacked her," she
said."Hearing her cries,
many people came out, in-
cluding the owner's son
who took the dog away. If
locals had not acted in time,
the attack could have been
fatal."The girl has a two-
inch-long open wound on
her back.City-based veteri-
narian Rajneesh Chandra
said: "The pet may be in an

adolescence period, and
during that time, dogs show
aggression. The other rea-
son could be the fact that
the dog was living in a con-
fined area and was having
mood swings after not get-
ting enough space."

Chief veterinary officer,
LMC, Dr Abhinav Verma,
said: "After getting informa-
tion, our team reached the
spot and found that the
owner does not have any li-
cence for keeping the pet.
We will penalize the owner
for violating rules and also
check the dog's behaviour."

He added that the dog
was vaccinated and it had
also attacked the daughter
of the house-help em-
ployed by the family.

The treatment of the
young girl is being paid for
by the owners. Parents of
the girl have decided not to
pursue the matter further.

Last year in July, an 82-
year-old woman had been
brutally attacked by her
own Pitbull which led to her
death in Lucknow.--IANS

Pakistani woman shares 'grievances' with
Delhi Police, cops say 'no jurisdiction'

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) In a bizarre turn of
events, social media plat-
forms were set abuzz after
the arrest of former
Pakistan's Prime Minister,
Imran Khan. Amongst the
flurry of messages flooding
the digital realm, one Twit-
ter user managed to capture
everyone's attention with a
rather unconventional plea
for justice.Twitter user Sehar
Shinwari, a self-proclaimed
social activist from Karachi
in Pakistan, took to the plat-
form to share her 'griev-
ances'. In a tweet that
gained rapid attention, she
wrote, "Anyone knows the
online link of Delhi Police? I
have to file a complaint

against the Indian PM & In-
dian Intelligence Agency
RAW who are spreading
chaos and terrorism in my
country Pakistan. If the In-
dian courts are free (As they
claim), then I am sure the In-
dian Supreme Court will
provide me justice."

As the tweet circulated,
netizens eagerly awaited a
response from the Delhi Po-
lice to see how they would
handle such an unusual re-
quest.

Without missing a beat,
the Delhi Police's social me-
dia team decided to play
along, delivering a witty re-
sponse that left everyone in
stitches. "We are afraid we
still do not have jurisdiction

in Pakistan. But would like to
know how come you are
tweeting when the internet
has been shut down in your
country!," they quipped,
tagging Sehar's tweet.

Sehar, caught off guard
by the Delhi Police's re-
sponse, found herself in a
predicament - and the butt
of humour.

Amidst the waves of
laughter that resonated
across the online commu-
nity, Sehar's tweet became
an instant sensation. Memes
and jokes flooded social
media platforms, with users
gleefully sharing the Delhi
Police's response, relishing
in the hilarity of the situa-
tion.--IANS

Maha Congress ex-Minister slams
slashed Haj-2023 quota, higher charges

Mumbai, May 10 (IANS)
Maharashtra ex-Minister
and state Congress Working
President M. A. Naseem
Khan has slammed the
government's move to re-
duce this year's quotas for
the upcoming Haj pilgrim-
age and levying higher
charges to the Muslim faith-
ful for providing various ser-
vices, here on Wednesday.

In a letter to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, Khan
has said that earlier the pil-
grim quota given to the Haj
Committee of India (HC) In-
dia was over 200,000, which
has now been slashed to
around 150,000.

The rest of the quota has
been passed onto the pri-
vate tour operators who are

charging exorbitant
amounts ranging from Rs
500,000-Rs 10,00,000 per
head for the Haj pilgrimage,
he said to the PM.

Khan has also ques-
tioned the HCI's decision to
charge different amounts
for the pilgrimage from dif-
ferent embarkation points
in the country.He said that
the HCI charges heavily
from different embarkation
points from Maharashtra -
like, Mumbai Rs 3,04,843,
Nagpur Rs 3,67,044,
Aurangabad Rs 3,92,738,
which he feels is unjustified.

Khan claimed that the
pilgrims are also being de-
nied other benefits like the
'qurbani' and 'adahi'
charges that were given pre-

2019, but when he raised
the matter with the HCI
Members, they informed
lack of authority as all their
powers were withdrawn by
they Affairs.I request you to
personally look into the
matter and give suitable di-
rections to the concerned
ministry," Khan appealed to
the PM.The Haj-2023 will
start from June 26 and the
first of the flights to Saudi
Arabia from different parts
of India shall commence
from May 21.--IANS

K'taka Assembly polls: 8.26% voter turnout
recorded after first round of voting

Bengaluru, May 10
(IANS) Karnataka recorded
an average 8.26 per cent
voter turnout till 9 a.m. after
completion of the first
round of voting which is un-
derway on Wednesday to
elect the 224-member state
Assembly.

Varuna constituency
from where Opposition
leader Siddaramaiah and
Housing  Minister V.
Somanna are contesting

saw 11.5 per cent voting.
The people in commu-

nally-sensitive coastal and
hilly districts have come out
in large numbers to exercise

their right to franchise.
In Kodagu district,

Virajpet recorded 12.93 per
cent polling and Madikeri
10.99 per cent.

Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict which witnessed re-
venge killings and commu-
nal tension also saw a large
number of voters turning
out to polling booths. Sullia
recorded 10.76 per cent
turnout, Puttur 13.33 per
cent, Bantwal 11.24 per cent,
Mangalore 15.8 per cent
polling.

Mangalore City South
saw 11.95 per cent polling,
Mangalore City North 12.32

per cent, Moodabidri 12.66
per cent, Belthangady 12.01
per cent polling.

In Udupi district, Karkal
recorded 14.61 per cent
turnout, Kapu 13.82 per
cent, Udupi 13.45 per cent,
Kundapura 14.17 per cent
and Byndoor 10.81 per cent
turnout.Gauribidanur con-
stituency in Chikkaballapur
district saw 17.54 per cent of
voting. Shivamogga con-
stituency where a Bajrang
Dal activist Harsha was al-
legedly murdered and seri-
ous stabbing incidents oc-
curred registered 10.02 per
cent of voting.

Dhirendra Shastri a coward
and traitor: Tej Pratap Yadav

Patna, May 10 (IANS) RJD
leader Lalu Prasad Yadav's
elder son and cabinet min-
ister Tej Pratap Yadav on
Tuesday claimed that
Dhirendra Shastri is a "cow-
ard and traitor".

Bageshwar Baba
(Dhirendra Shastri) is a
"coward and traitor", Tej
Pratap said while accusing
Shastri of spreading dishar-
mony between Hindus and
Muslims. "We will strongly
object if he would do Hindu-
Muslim on the soil of Patna,"
he added. "I want to tell

Dhirendra Shastri that we
will welcome him if he will
talk about the unity of the
country, but if he would say
anything to create a divide
between Hindus and Mus-
lims, we have a personal
army which will take care of
it," Yadav said.Shastri, a self-
st Patna on May 12 to hold a
religious programme from
May 13 to 17 in Naubatpur
locality of the city.The
godman triggered a contro-
versy after he advocated for
India to become a Hindu
nation. --IANS

PM Modi in Rajasthan, offers
prayers at Shrinathji Temple

Jaipur, May 10 (IANS)
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi arrived in Rajasthan
on Wednesday on a one-
day visit and offered
prayers at the Shrinathji
Temple in
Nathdwara.Modi was re-
ceived at the Udaipur air-
port by Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot.At the
temple, the Prime Minis-
ter was welcomed by the
temple trust. After visiting
the temple, he will reach
the Damodar Stadium
(Nathdwara) and will ad-
dress a public gathering.

Modi will also lay the
foundation stone of the
Mavli-Marwar broad

gauge projects worth
more than Rs 5,000 crore
at Nathdwara (Rajsamand)
and Abu Road (Sirohi).

n its first phase, the 82
kilometer railway line from
Nathdwara to Deogarh
will be upgraded. A bud-
get of 968 crore has been
approved for this.

Union Road Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari and
Union Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnav will also
be present in this pro-
gram. From Nathdwara,
the Prime Minister will
leave for Abu Road by he-
licopter and reach
theBrahma Kumari Insti-
tute at around 3 p.m.

People will vote for change,
progressive K'taka: D.K. Shivakumar

Bengaluru, May 10
(IANS) Karnataka Congress
President D.K. Shivakumar
said on Wednesday that the
people will vote for change
and for a progressive state,
and exuded confidence that
the party will win 141 As-
sembly seats.

Speaking to reporters
after offering prayers at the
Kekeramma temple before
casting his vote in
Doddalahalli near
Kanakapura town,
Shivakumar said that he
hoped new voters will take

up the responsibility to
bring in a change. "The
young voters are intelligent
and talented and they will
make a suitable decision.
They will remove this cor-
rupt government and elect
a Congress government," he
said."Late Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi had reduced
the age of voters from 21
years to 18 years. They will
vote for a change, change
for a democratic and global
Karnataka. They know about
the price rise, corruption in
the government and I am

sure they will vote for a
change".The senior Con-
gress leader went on to say
that "Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had asked
voters in the last election to
see their gas cylinders first
and then cast their votes".

"I also make a similar ap-
peal endorsing Modi's ap-
peal to see your gas cylinder
and its price and then cast
your votes," he maintained.

Shivakumar is contest-
ing from Kanakapura con-
stituency, which is consid-
ered as his fortress.

Excise policy case: Delhi court to consider
supplementary charge sheet on May 19

New Delhi, May 10
(IANS) A Delhi court on
Wednesday adjourned to
May 19 hearing on consid-
eration of Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED)'s supplemen-
tary charge filed against
AAP leader and former Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia in connec-
tion with the Delhi excise
policy case.

On May 6, the probe
agency had informed the
Special Judge M.K. Nagpal of

Rouse Avenue Court that
proceeds of a crime worth
Rs 622 crore was generated
due to the activities of the
accused as excise minister.

The ED has alleged that
Sisodia was the mastermind
behind the entire excise
policy case and that he had
deliberately leaked the
policy to the co-accused to
generate financial kick-
backs.

Sisodia is currently in ju-
dicial custody.On Monday,

Judge Nagpal extended
Sisodia's judicial custody till
May 23.

The ED had arrested
Sisodia on March 9 after the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) arrested him on
February 26 this year.

Last month, Special CBI
Judge M. K. Nagpal of Rouse
Avenue Court had denied
bail to Sisodia, holding that
the evidence, prima facie,
"speaks volumes" of his in-
volvement in the offence.

Last week, High Court
judge Dinesh Kumar
Sharma sought the ED's re-
sponse to Sisodia's bail plea
and another application
seeking interim bail on the
ground of his wife's ill-
health and listed the matter
for further consideration on
May 11.

In the case being
probed by the CBI, Delhi
court extended Sisodia's ju-
dicial custody till May 12.--
IANS

POCSO case accused escapes
from hospital in Kolkata

Kolkata, May 10 (IANS)
An undertrial accused, who
was underging treatment
at a prime state-run hospi-
tal in the city, escaped from
the medical facility in the
wee hours on Wednesday.

Kolkata Police sources
said that the absconding
accused Suryakanta
Mondal was an undertrial
accused serving his judicial
custody at Baruipur Correc-
tional Home in South 24
Parganas district in West
Bengal.

Mondal was arrested

following a case registered
against him under under
the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act at
Patharpratima Police Sta-
tion in the same district.

City police sources said,
he was brought to the
state-run medical SSKM
Medical College & Hospital
in South Kolkata for treat-
ment and was admitted at
the Curzon Ward of the said
hospital. However, on early
Wednesday morning, he
escaped from the ward.

Shinde burns midnight oil to
review Mumbai Metro-3 status

Mumbai, May 10 (IANS)
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde took time off
around midnight to visit
and review the progress of
the ongoing first and only
fully underground Mumbai
Metro-3 Colaba-Bandra-
SEEPZ, officials said here on
Wednesday.He later told
mediapersons that the first
phase of the Metro-3 line
(Aarey Colony to Bandra
Kurla Complex) will be ready
by December this year and
the second phase by June
2024.Sporting a safety hel-

met, Shinde and other offi-
cials went around the up-
coming Vidhan Bhavan (88
per cent ready) and
Churchgate (83 per cent
done) metro stations of the
Package-1, while Mumbai
Metro Rail Corporation Di-
rector S. K. Gupta briefed
him on the project status.

"This route is important
for improving the public
transportation system in the
city and its work is proceed-
ing at a fast pace. The work
of the Metro-3 route is al-
most 90 per cent complete.

Agenda in garb of entertainment
is dangerous: Shivpal

Lucknow, May 10 (IANS)
Senior Samajwadi Party (SP)
leader Shivpal Yadav said
that an attempt to showcase
a dangerous agenda in the
garb of entertainment would
be detrimental for the nation
and the society.Reacting to
the Uttar Pradesh
government's decision to
declare the controversial
movie 'The Kerala Story' tax
free, Shivpal said: "Entertain-
ment should be for the sake
of entertainment only and
films and literature should
not be used to force a poi-
sonous agenda on the coun-
try. Any artform born out of

hatred will be detrimental for
the nation and the society as
well."The state government's
decision to declare the film
tax free came just a day after
the West Bengal govern-
ment banned its screening in
the state.State general secre-
tary of Bhartiya Janata Yuva
Morcha Harshvardhan
organised a free screening of
the film for over a 100
women in Ayodhya and up-
loaded the photos on his
Twitter account.Apart from
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh is another BJP ruled
state where the film has
been declared tax free.

NATHDWARA, PM Narendra Modireceives warm welcome by people at
Nathdwara, in Rajasthan on  Wednesday. UNI

PATNA, Janta Dal United (JDU) National President Lalan Singh presenting
party member slip to Darbhanga Mayor Anjum Arah as she join the party dur-
ing milan samaroh at party office, in Patna on Wednesday. UNI

PATNA,  Para Medical Students  holding banners during strike in Patna Medical College and Hospital
(PMCH) in support of their various long pending demands, in Patna on Wednesday.UNI


