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Bhupendra Patel was sworn in as CM of Gujarat Gandhinagar's t Helipad Ground. The ceremony was attended by PM Narendra Modi and top BJP leaders, including Union ministers and chief ministers of state ruled by
the party. Bhupendra Patel won the Ghatlodia seat with the highest margin of 1.92 lakh votes in the elections.In the just-concluded Gujarat assembly elections,the BJP won record 156 seats.

Bhupendra Patel takes oath
Brief as Gujarat CM for second time
News
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Amid standoff,
Kerala CM & team
turns down X’mas
invite from Guv

Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 12 (IANS) The Kerala
impasse does not seem to
end anytime soon as Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan,
along with his cabinet colleagues, has refused to attend the Christmas celebrations being hosted by his
now bete-noire Governor
Arif Mohammad Khan.
The invite, which is customary in the state when
the Governor invites leading
political personalities and
prominent citizens, was for
December 14 at 5 p.m.
Leader of Opposition
V.D.Satheesan has also decided against attending the
celebrations. Since August,
Khan and Vijayan do not
have the best of relations
and on a few occasions, they
have engaged in a war of
words crossing the boundaries of political decency.
Many expected that
with this invite, the standoff
which has now turned personal, might end with
Vijayan and his cabinet attending the event, but now
it seems the differences between the head of the state
and the head of the government will continue.

Gandhinagar, Dec 12
(IANS) Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel and his 16
members of cabinet took
oath on Monday in presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other
dignitaries. Patel has been
sworn in as Chief Minister
for the second time.
It is smallest cabinet
with 17 members including
Chief Minister himself. Ac-

cording to the Sarkaria
Commission, Chief Minister
has prerogative to have
cabinet of 25 ministers and
so there is a possibility that
sooner or later cabinet will
be expanded. Some districts
and community have yet
not got representation in
the cabinet. Others, who
have been sworn in as cabinet ministers, are Kanubhai
Desai, Raghavji Patel,

It’s mission K’taka now for BJP; PM
Modi’s repeated visits planned
Bengaluru, Dec 12 (IANS) Buoyed by the success at
Gujarat Assembly polls as well as taking a message of
caution from the outcome of Himachal Pradesh, the BJP
is now focusing on the 2023 Assembly elections in
Karnataka.
To repeat the feat in Karnataka, the saffron party is
planning to bring Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the
state three to four times in January and February.
Union Minister for Coal, Mining and Parliamentary Affairs Pralhad Joshi has announced that PM Modi will inaugurate the prestigious IIT-Dharwad in January first
week. IIT-Dharwad is dubbed as the dream project of the
north Karnataka region.
The BJP leaders are also set to invite PM Modi for a
massive farmers’ convention which would be held in
Belagavi to appeal to the voters of north and Kalyana
Karnataka regions. The prime minister will also inaugurate the airshow which will be held in Bengaluru in February.

Rishikesh Patel, Balvantsinh
Rajput, Kunvarji Bavalia,
Mulubhai Bera, Dr. Kuber
Dindor and Bhanuben
Babariya. Those who took
oath as state ministers with
independent portfolios are
Harsh Sanghvi, Jagdish
Vishwakarma.
Other state ministers
Parshotam Solanki, Khabad
Bhachubhai, Mukesh Patel,
Praful Panseriya, Bhikhu

Three held in
connection with
Rs 50 lakh
robbery
New Delhi, Dec 12 (IANS)
The Crime Branch of Delhi
Police on Monday said it has
arrested three persons for
their alleged involvement in
a robbery that had taken
place here in Geeta Colony.
According to the police,
gold ornaments worth Rs 50
lakh were looted from a
shop on December 1. Rohit
Meena, DCP (Crime) said the
arrested individuals have
been identified as Fazil a.k.a.
Salman, Arun Kumar and
Bachan Tomar. The police
officer said on December 1,
a robbery case was reported
in Geeta Colony area. Vikas
Mehra, a jeweller, told the
police that he was on his
way home when he was attacked by five persons who
were on two bikes.

Chennai, Dec 12
(IANS) The fishermen
organisations of Tamil
Nadu have requested the
state government to provide immediate assistance
for their fishing nets and
vessels damaged during
the recent Cyclone
Mandous. According to
fishermen groups and associations, fishing nets
and vessels worth Rs 5L to
Rs 25L were damaged in
the recent cyclone and
rains. M.D. Dhayalan, Presi-

BJP gears up for UP Municipal polls
Lucknow, Dec 12 (IANS)
The BJP in Uttar Pradesh will
strengthen its divisional
units, booths and ‘panna’
committees and refurbish
its organisational network
ahead of the upcoming urban local bodies elections.
District level meetings
are being held this week
between as part of a crucial
exercise ahead of the elections.
State general secretary
(organisation) Dharampal
Singh said the party would
be required to fix the loopholes and fill the vacant
organisational positions at
the district and divisional

levels. UP BJP president,
Bhupendra Chaudhary, said
that the candidates for the
various ULB seats would be
selected through a collective decision. For this the
party would be setting up a
“screening committee’
which would examine the
names and “winnability”
prospects of candidates. He
said that the party will seek
to garner support of all sections of societies and communities. Chaudhary said
that the party would seek to
bolster its public image by
highlighting works done
under the BJP government
at the centre and the state.

He
categorically
emphasised that the ULB
polls were important in view
of 2024 Lok Sabha elections.
“BJP leaders from the state
to the district level will have
to work in a coordinated
manner to ensure the
party’s victory in the upcoming ULB polls. The SEC
is likely to issue the notification for ULB polls anytime
soon. Chaudhary said that
the party needs to
strengthen
its
organisational structure
with focus on mayoral, corporator and chairman post
for Nagar Palika Parishad
and Nagar Panchayat.

dent of the Indian Fishermen
association, Kasimedu told
mediapersons, “The fishermen did not venture into
seas for the past seven days.
The fishermen need immediate assistance of Rs 15,000
per trawler at the earliest.We
came to know that the government is conducting a survey on the damaged vessels
and nets but we are asking
for immediate assistance
without which trawlers cannot venture out into the
seas.” Around 180 to 200

tonnes of fish are caught
at the Kasimedu fishing
harbour alone and after
the announcement of cyclone Mandous, the fishermen could not venture
into the sea for the past
week. The fishermen also
complain that many fishing boats and trawlers
were damaged and the
amount of money required for the maintenance of these fishing
boats and nets will be
much higher.

Member of int’l cartel held with gold
worth Rs 46 lakh in Lucknow
Lucknow, Dec 12 (IANS)
A member of an international cartel was arrested by
the Gomti Nagar police after the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) detained him up on a tip off
from Amausi airport soon
after he landed from
Guwahati.
The accused is Sunny
Dilip Lal Sharma alias Manav
Govind.
While he had secured an
identity in the name of
Manav Govind to smuggle
gold this time, it was revealed that he had been using six different identities.

The DRI team recovered
862 grams of gold worth Rs
46 lakh from him. He was
later handed over to the
Gomti Nagar police. Police
said that during interrogation, it surfaced that Sharma
originally hailed from
Ulhasnagar in Maharashtra
and was a part of an international syndicate. “He was
given the responsibility of
carrying a foreign origin
gold that was sneaked in
from Myanmar via Imphal
and then by a gang member
to Guwahati from where he
had to deliver the consignment to Delhi.

Indian Army’s anti-drone Kite may help in
bringing back the lost sport of Falconry

MP Congress
leader’s ‘Be ready
to kill PM Modi’
remark stirs row,
FIR filed
Bhopal, Dec 12 (IANS)
Senior Congress leader and
former minister in Madhya
Pradesh, Raja Pateria, has
triggered a massive controversy with his statement “be
ready to kill PM Modi if you
want to save the constitution”.
Pateria later tried to
clarify his statement, claiming that by “killing” he meant
“to defeat”. However, the
state BJP unit launched a
scathing attack on the Congress, saying that “this was
the real face of the Congress”. An FIR has been registered against Pateria, state
home minister Narottam
Mishra told the media later
Monday.

Parmar and Kunvarji Halpati
also took oath on Monday.
Senior leaders, who
have been dropped from
the past cabinet of
Bhupendra Patel and Vijay
Rupani by the BJP, are Jitu
Vaghani, Jayesh Radadia,
Jitu Chaudhary, Naresh
Patel, Arjunsinh Chauhan,
R.C. Makwana, Vinod
Moradiya, Nimishar Suthar
and Manisha Vakil.

Cyclone effect: TN fishermen seek immediate
compensation for damaged equipment

Union Minister for Information & Broadcasting, Youth Affairs and Sports,
Anurag Singh Thakur reviews the progress of construction works at Sigra Sports
Complex, in Kashi on Monday. UNI

SC issues notice to Centre on plea
against fresh extension to ED chief
New Delhi, Dec 12
(IANS) The Supreme Court
on Monday issued notice
to the Centre on a plea
challenging the third extension granted to ED
chief Sanjay Kumar
Mishra.
A bench comprising
Justices B.R. Gavai and
Vikram Nath said: “Issue
notice returnable in six
weeks.” The top cour t
sought response from the
Centre, the ED director,
and the Central Vigilance
Commission, on a plea
filed by Congress leader
Jaya Thakur.
The plea, filed through
advocates Varun Thakur
and Shashank Ratnoo, said
that Mishra’s tenure extension is destroying the
democratic process of the
countr y, hence the
present writ petition,
which may be allowed in
the interest of justice.
The plea said there are
several competent officers
who are eligible for consideration of appointment
to the post of Director of

Enforcement and they
should not be deprived of
the opportunity to be appointed in accordance
with the procedure prescribed under the CVC Act.
“Even assuming without conceding that the
tenure of Respondent
No.2 (Mishra) can be extended, it cannot be for a
period of one year when
the original appointment
was made for a period of
two years. The nature of
duties exercised by the
Director of Enforcement
would involve supervision
of very important investigations. Under the guise
of pendency of investigations into matters which
have cross-border ramifications, the tenure of the
Director of Enforcement
cannot be extended periodically,” said the plea.
The plea contended that
Centre is destroying the
“basic structure” of democracy by misusing the
enforcement agencies
against its political opponents.

Kolkata, Dec 12 (IANS)
After the Indian Army displayed its latest ‘weapon’
at Auli in Uttarakhand during Ex Yudh Abhyas with
the US Army, there was at
least one person in the
country following the media coverage and video
footage keenly. This
‘weapon’ displayed by the
Indian Army is a living being named ‘Arjun’.
He is a Black Kite - a
medium-sized raptor
found across Asia. He has
been trained to attack and
bring down quadcopter
drones flying in from
across the border with
narcotics or weapons

Mining baron Janardhana Reddy
likely to launch new party, K’taka
BJP worried
Bengaluru, Dec 12 (IANS) The ruling BJP in Karnataka
is worried over the former BJP leader and mining baron,
Gali Janardhana Reddy being all set to launch his new
party ahead of the Assembly polls in the state.
Sources close to Janardhana Reddy said that he had
already decided to launch a new party called ‘Kalyana
Rajya Pragathi Paksha’. They also said that he was leaving
for New Delhi to get his party registered with the Election Commission. The saffron party, which once groomed
Reddy brothers, had been maintaining a distance for
some time. Mining baron Janardhana Reddy was jailed
in 2018 and restrictions were imposed upon his entry to
his home district, Ballari. Reddy and his brothers have
been unhappy with their treatment by the saffron party
and have made this clear many times. Recently Reddy
had gone to New Delhi and attempted to share his displeasure to the BJP central leaders.
The BJP has made B. Sriramulu as the Minister for
Transport after shunting him out as the Health Minister.
The party has not made any concrete promise regarding the positions and future of Janardhana Reddy in the
state politics. Now, with Janardhana Reddy all set to
launch his new party, BJP Karnataka unit is worried and
leaders have requested the high command to somehow
talk to him and pacify him. The BJP insiders said that if
Janardhana Reddy launches his party, the BJP’s chances
of winning in at least 20 Assembly seats would be seriously affected. Reddy’s daughter’s grand marriage ceremony in Bengaluru at the time when the central BJP
had imposed the note ban in 2016 had embarrassed the
party. Sources close to Janardhana Reddy said that he is
all set for second innings in politics.
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caches.
Arjun has already mastered the technique over
the last two years but will
continue to receive training along with his feathered friends.
Their other job will be
surveillance and recording all movements along
the borders and beyond.
They have been fitted
with cameras for this.

The man keeping
watch on this development keenly was Shahid
Khan, India’s only registered Falconer who has
been allowed to keep Falcons and display the lost
sport of Falconry. The
sport of Falconry in India
dates back to 600 BCE, historians say. It was practiced by royals in the state
of Rajasthan.

Khan is from Rajasthan
and has been fighting a
lone battle to protect Falcons that may also be
trained to bring down flying objects, whether birds
or drones. After the population of Falcons fell drastically and the species was
declared endangered, the
Indian
government
banned the sport of Falconry in India.

Andhra Pradesh clears
projects worth Rs 23,985 crore
Amaravati, Dec 12 (IANS)
The Andhra Pradesh State
Investment and Promotion
Board (SIPB) on Monday approved projects worth Rs
23,985 crore.
The projects were approved during the review
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Jagan Mohan
Reddy at his camp office in
Tadapalli.
The board approved

JSW Steel Ltd’s proposal to
set up the steel plant in the
YSR district. The company
will invest over Rs 8,800
crore in two phases, producing over 3 million tonnes per
annum (mtpa).
The Chief Minister said:
“The project will give direct
and indirect employment to
thousands of people, and
the works should start as
early as possible.

The entire region of
Rayalaseema will benefit
once the steel plant and
many allied industries start
their operations.”
Further, the board also
approved two energy
projects in the meeting.
Adani Green Energy
Projects will come up in
Vizianagaram and the ASR
district with an investment
of Rs 6,330 crore.

Chief Minister Mr. Bhupendrabhai Patel received warm greetings from the
leaders of various religious institutions after taking the oath at Gandhinagar.
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India in Top 10 the coveted Gold Circle Awards

Editor’s

Desk
How Morocco in the
World Cup football semi
finals is not a fluke
Mass migration from Africa to
Europe has played a big role in
refreshingly inclusive teams like
France carrying home the Cup.

England in 1990, Turkey 12 years later and Uruguay in 2010. Over the years, these three European
teams have broken several African hearts. They have
been responsible for ending the fairytale World Cup
run of Cameroon, Senegal and Ghana at the quarterfinals stage. For decades now, while players with African roots have been the jewels that have sparkled
for their adopted countries, the teams from the second largest continent have briefly flickered but eventually faded at the biggest sporting stage of the
worlds’ most popular sport. Even in this World Cup,
more than 50 Africa-origin players are representing
11 non-African teams. Mass migration from Africa to
Europe has played a big role in refreshingly inclusive
teams like France carrying home the Cup.
This time around Morocco seems on a mission to
set the record straight. They have wiped off three
decades of hurt for the football-obsessed continent
and asserted their superiority over Europe. They beat
title contenders Belgium, Spain and Portugal, and
held fellow semifinalists, Croatia. Their win over Portugal in the quarter-final has set off a series of firsts:
the first African nation in the semifinals of the World
Cup, the first Arab nation to enter the last four and
the first team with an Arab coach, Walid Regragui, at
the helm to reach this far. African players, it used to
be generalised rather lazily, had the physical strength
and the stamina to outlast their opponents but lacked
the tactical nous, mental strength and discipline required to win big games; that they had skills but
lacked strategy. Morocco has shattered these stereotypes. They haven’t reached this far by fluke. Regragui
has a plan for each team and his players have executed it to the T. In each of those matches, it was
their off-the-ball tactics that shone, making defending look like an art rather than an act of desperation.
They have also been creative and ruthless in converting the few chances that have come their way.
There have been many instances in the past that
suggest this could be another false dawn for African
football: The great Cameroon, Senegalese, Nigerian
and Ghanaian sides of the past had flattered to deceive. But this Moroccan side has the skills, stamina
and tactical nous to not only dethrone world champions France, who they face in the semis, but also go
all the way. Pele’s prophecy regarding an African side
becoming champion can become a reality. It was in
the late 1970s that the Brazilian great said“an African
nation will win the World Cup before the year 2000”.
The prediction failed the test of time but the Atlas
Lions at Qatar have taken a giant step towards that
African dream. And not just Pele, now the world believes in Morocco, and Africa.

New Delhi , Dec 12 (IANSlife) Agoda, a digital travel
agency, has now revealed the recipients of its 14th annual Agoda Gold Circle Awards (GCA). More than 2000
establishments in 41 cities have received this year's Gold
Circle Awards as travel markets throughout the world
expand to international travel.
Thailand maintained its top rank for a fourth year in a
row, with Taiwan rocketing to the second slot and Japan
following. India made their debut in the Top 10 list, while
South Korea, Malaysia, the United States, Indonesia, the
Philippines, and Vietnam kept their positions among the
top ten.In addition, China has the highest number of prop-

erties that won awards for four consecutive years, followed by Philippines,
Thailand, Japan, Taiwan, Maldives, Vietnam, Indonesia, and South Korea.
Each year, prizes are given to establishments who have demonstrated
their superiority by offering guests
good value, competitive rates, superior
service, and flexibility.
These hotels have actively collaborated with Agoda to take advantage of
the always changing opportunities
available to partners and have not only
established new standards for their
own performance but also for the sector.
"Year on year, The Gold Circle
Awards have given Agoda the chance
to recognize partners who are expanding the boundaries of service and
hospitality and also collectively move
the industry forward in catering to

evolving customer demands. These
hotels have actively collaborated with
Agoda to take advantage of the always
changing opportunities available to
partners and have not only established new standards for their own
performance but also for the sector.In
its 14th year, The Gold Circle Awards
also continues the tradition of helping
Agoda teams globally to evaluate
changing industry dynamics, create
improved products and services, and
better drive our innovation practices,"
said Liyana Jamil, Vice President of
Partner Services, Agoda.
Winners will be featured on
Agoda's dedicated landing page
(available on 1-31 December 2022)
and honored with a digital Gold Circle
Award badge, along with Agoda
Growth Express (AGX) credits, a special
credit to boost marketing on the

website. In an ongoing partnership with the World Wide Fund for
Nature (WWF), Agoda has made
a donation to plant 5,000 trees on
behalf of all GCA winners worldwide. This is a continuation of an
idea that started two years ago to
replace plastic gifts and raise
awareness of environmental issues.
Ranking of top 10 winning
countries:
Thailand - 246 properties
Taiwan - 209 properties
Japan - 198 properties
South Korea - 186 properties
Malaysia - 174 properties
United States - 154 properties
Indonesia - 123 properties
Philippines - 107 properties
India - 95 properties
Vietnam - 90 properties--IANS

Christianity in question in UK and US (Opinion)
By Asad Mirza
Over the years, it was believed that Christianity
was ebbing in the UK, but now the fear has been
proved right. The figures made public on November 29, from the 2021 census published by the Office for National Statistics show that, for the first
time, less than half of the population of England and
Wales consider themselves to be Christians.
Their number fell by 17 per cent in a decade, to
27.5 million. The number of people who ticked the
"no religion" box rocketed by 57 per cent, to 22.2
million. Though some may say that now the UK is
becoming more secular, but others also points to
the fact that at the cost of Christianity, some other
religions are growing.
The annual British Social Attitudes Survey, by
contrast, found in 2020 that 53 per cent of British
adults belong to no religion, with only 37 per cent
Christians. Separately a poll commissioned by Humanists UK in 2019 showed that 29 per cent of British adults hold all the fundamental beliefs and values of humanists, hinting at the widespread shift in
popular values, opinions, and identity the UK has
undergone in the 21st century.
The census showed that the number of Muslims
has risen by 42 per cent; they now constitute 7 per
cent of the British population. British Hindus hit the
million mark for the first time. These changes also
reflect big demographic shifts. One in six of those
who filled in the census were born abroad, compared with one in ten a decade ago.
Three cities are "majority-minority": Birmingham
(51.4 per cent), Leicester (59.1 per cent) and Luton
(54.8 per cent), i.e. Christians have become a minority in these cities.
The Economist magazine says that some on the
right are bewailing the revelation that Christianity
is now a minority religion. But will passing this symbolic threshold actually change anything? It could
influence discussions over the state funding of faith

schools. Most are still Christian amidst
concerns that non-Christian faith
schools may exacerbate ethnic segregation: Hindu schools, for example,
tend to be populated only by children
of immigrants from south Asian countries.
There is another related worrying
thought, if immigration continues to

rise, secularisation will slow. As it is assumed that immigrants tend to have
a reviving effect on all religions; that is
largely why church attendance has
held up better in London than it has
in other places.
Meanwhile, the Labour Party is
proposing to abolish the House of
Lords, bishops and all.Yet, the most distinctive element of Britain's form of
theocracy is likely to adapt rather than
disappear. Though he promised in
September to "inviolably maintain and
preserve the settlement of the true
Protestant religion" King Charles III
seems taken by the practices of other
believers, too. At his coronation next
May, he may try to cast himself as de-

fender of all faiths. It helps that he is
king alongside a Hindu prime minister and a Muslim mayor of London,
opines The Economist.
The ONS figures also revealed that
the majority of Muslims are living in
the areas of England and Wales with
the
worst
levels
of
deprivation.Muslims now account for
7 per cent of the population in
England and Wales, some 3.9 million in 2021, however, the data
showed 61 per cent of them live
in the lowest 40 percent of areas
ranked by deprivation score, The
Guardianhas reported.
Added to it, immigration has
always been one of the major
drivers of the UK's politics and
there is a belief amongst the
'Whites', that the immigration is
responsible for changing the
UK's nature and character. Brexit
was chosen as a direct result of
this fear along with related economic
woes. Meanwhile, in the US, growing
numbers of religious and political
leaders are embracing the 'Christian
nationalist' label, and some dispute
the idea that the country's founders
wanted a separation of church and
state. On the other side of the debate,
however, many Americans - including
the leaders of many Christian churches
- have pushed back against Christian
nationalism, calling it a 'danger' to the
country. According to a report released by the Pew Research Centre on
October 27, more than four-in-ten US
adults say the country should be a
'Christian nation', but far fewer want
churches to endorse candidates, speak

out on politics.
Most US adults believe
America's founders intended
the country to be a Christian
nation, and many say they think
it should be a Christian nation
today, according to the survey
designed to explore Americans'
views on the topic. But the survey also finds widely differing
opinions about what it means
to be a 'Christian nation' and to
support 'Christian nationalism'.
For instance, many supporters of Christian nationhood define the concept in broad terms,
as the idea that the country is
guided by Christian values.
Those who say the US should
not be a Christian nation, on the
other hand, are much more inclined to define a Christian nation as one where the laws explicitly enshrine religious teachings.
Overall, six-in-ten US adults
- including nearly seven-in-ten
Christians - say they believe the
founders "originally intended"
for the US to be a Christian nation.
These juxtaposing findings
leads us to wonder whether the
Western world is trying to really
abandon the Christianity as the
state religion, or taking a leaf
from the current Indian politics,
are they going to reassert and
re-establish themselves as leading Christian nations needs to
be watched.

Top 6 Digital Marketing

Trends for Healthcare in 2022
By Aashish Kumar Jain
New Delhi, Dec 12 (IANSlife) Maintaining promises to customers' requirements in the digital age requires
more than just business acumen and
financial resources. Businesses in this
digital age need to modernise their
thought processes and operational
procedures to foster growth and satisfaction. One of the first steps toward
igniting growth and innovation in
modern society is the adoption of digital marketing channels rather than
sticking with traditional ones.
This article will examine the most
recent developments in digital marketing that are helping companies
keep their promises to customers.
These latest advancements in the field
of digital marketing also modernise
businesses and bring a novel way of
doing business in the current climate.
Artificial Intelligence
Artificial intelligence is the
process of developing computer systems that are intelligent and capable of performing tasks similar to those performed by the human brain
(AI). Businesses can utilise AI
to determine the demand and
needs of their clients. Furthermore, it may be utilised to
track customer purchasing
trends and give a solution in
order to design a marketing
plan. Persado, an AI assistant
for writing content, has been
embraced by large firms like
JP Morgan and Chase, and
many more are going to add
AI to their toolkit. AI is perfectly efficient, precise, and
economical.
Artificial intelligence is the
process of developing computer systems that are intelligent and capable of performing tasks
similar to those performed by the human brain (AI). Businesses can utilise
AI to determine the demand and
needs of their clients. Furthermore, it
may be utilised to track customer purchasing trends and give a solution in
order to design a marketing plan.
Persado, an AI assistant for writing content, has been embraced by large firms
like JP Morgan and Chase, and many
more are going to add AI to their
toolkit. AI is perfectly efficient, precise,
and economical.
Metaverse
Metaverse, as its name suggests, refers to an immersive 3D virtual realm,
shared with different users, that spans
digital platforms and merges with the

physical world. It is presently owned
by Meta or Facebook. It is the idea of a
digital environment where real and
virtual worlds combine to produce a
novel and highly promising universal
experience.
The hype around the Metaverse is
well-deserved, and firms are planning
to incorporate this virtual environment into their 2022 digital marketing
plans. This is partly due to the possibility of introducing a completely new
set of performance measures. The potential is enormous, even though we
haven't yet reached the pinnacles of
marketing in such a place!
Livestream Commerce
In India, Livestream commerce is
still a relatively new marketing idea,
but it has already grown into a $1 billion industry in China. Brands choose
social media channels to advertise

worlds
.
Accurate 3D registration of
both real and virtual objects
While virtual reality generates conversation and excitement among users with its vast sci-fi concepts, augmented reality is far more persuasive
from a marketing standpoint. Market
share predictions from experts indicate that AR will continue to outperform VR. As technology develops more
quickly than ever, future trends will see
a tremendous increase in brands
learning about useful applications for
AR.
Programmatic Buying
Programmatic ad buying is the
process of acquiring digital advertising using software. Instead of using
the traditional method, programmatic
buying replaces human negotiation,
queries for quotations and bids with

their products live, and viewers can
buy the things right away. Thanks to
Instagram's Shop feature, brands may
use the "Show Now" button on live
video content to save customers' time.
One of the top digital marketing
trends for 2022 is Livestream commerce since it has shortened the time
it takes to convert consumers from
watching an advertisement to buyers.
Augmented Reality
In an interactive experience
known as augmented reality, a realworld environment is made to come
to life with the help of computer-generated perceptual data.
It comprises three crucial parts:
.
Real-time interaction
. A fusion of the real and virtual

algorithms and machines. Programmatic advertising is automated by AI
so that advertisers can more precisely
target certain consumers.
A type of programmatic ad buying
called real-time bidding allows for
quicker and more accurate targeting.
Ads can be qualified to be purchased
and sold individually, guaranteeing
that only users in the target market will
see the advertisement. Given its quick
growth, programmatic advertising is
predicted to make up a sizable share
of all display advertising in the upcoming years.
A type of programmatic ad buying
called real-time bidding allows for
quicker and more accurate targeting.
Ads can be qualified to be purchased

and sold individually, guaranteeing
that only users in the target market will
see the advertisement. Given its quick
growth, programmatic advertising is
predicted to make up a sizable share
of all display advertising in the upcoming years.
Voice Search Optimisation
Consumers are increasingly conversing with their smart devices as a
means of brand interaction and informational research. Currently, voice
searches account for 50% of all
searches, according to estimates. As
the accuracy of voice recognition technology improves, more people are becoming aware of how voice commands might enhance their daily lives.
Voice Search, a feature that all of our
smartphones gained around 2014, is
exploding this year for a variety of reasons. First of all, smart speakers are
gaining popularity.
Twenty percent of
households have purchased smart speakers
like the Google Home or
Amazon Alexa. The
adoption of voice-activated gadgets is a crucial
indicator of how people
are starting to adjust to
this
new
technology.First of all,
smart speakers are gaining popularity. Twenty
percent of households
have purchased smart
speakers like the Google
Home or Amazon Alexa.
The adoption of voiceactivated gadgets is a
crucial indicator of how
people are starting to
adjust to this new
t e c h n o l o g y. S e c o n d,
Google asserts that
voice search is 95 percent accurate.
Voice search is more practical now that
the results are more precise.
The process is now more
individualised and engaging as a consequence of improved precision that
more closely matches what you request and the simplicity of utilising
your voice to obtain results.
By 2023, voice search results are
expected to account for 50% of all
online sales, which is possibly the most
significant prediction. There is a $40
billion opportunity for digital marketers to profit from. It will be crucial in
the future to make sure that your
website is voice search ready given the
multiple indicators pointing to the arrival of voice search.
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What Does The Real Estate
Sector Look Like In 2023?
By Harrish Kumar Jain
New Delhi, Dec 12 (IANSlife) Time
tested and popularly believed to be
immune to market volatilities; the Indian real estate sector has remained
faithful to investor expectations
through the many ups and downs in
the last couple of years. Positive expectations and upwards momentum have
shown to sustain themselves and
many experts do believe that it would
continue like this in the coming year.
Although young investors would
be quick to characterize real estate as
"slow" or "boring", it could hardly be
the case. Real estate has something for
every kind of investor, except the ones
that may actually be gamblers more
than investors. Commercial real estate
funds are making their presence felt
in the market as the idea of earning a
regular passive income from safe real
estate investments has found a lot of
appeal among small-time investors.
The coming year may bring a lot more
options for such investors who do not
have a portfolio worth crores.
The big picture of the entire Indian
economy heading into 2023 displays
what can only be translated as positive signs, an 8-9 per cent overall
growth, an expected rise in the jobs
created, and a bounce back from the
recent slump in the stock market. All
these would ultimately contribute to
an increase in the demand for housing as more people would enter the
housing market, which is something
very important for the health of the
real estate economy. Apart from
speculation, we know for a fact that
the government has been planning
and implementing infrastructure
mega-projects such as highways, new
airports, metros, etc as well as major
policy initiatives such as "Housing for
all" and the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana. It would be redundant to state
the obvious in how such things drive
growth quantitatively and qualitatively in real estate assets.
Experts also believe that low-interest rates could also make a significant
positive impact on the real estate in-

dustry, adding to that are the
government's recent rollout of numerous tax-related and other incentives
aimed towards potential house buyers as well as streamlining of the mandatory bureaucratic work. The often
overlooked and passed-on tier 2 and
3 real estate markets stand to benefit
the most from such positive developments and it's highly likely that they
would fetch investors handsome returns.
Commercial real estate, one of the
most attractive assets in the real estate
game, is also set to see healthy returns
as major IT companies are switching
back to offline work. Many retailers
that were wary of getting physical
stores during the pandemic are now
gradually coming around to opening
in-person stores.
E-commerce firms are also in a race
amongst themselves to spread as
widely as possible by expanding their
warehousing and logistical operations.
IT giants like Intel and Apple are moving a significant chunk of their manufacturing to India and more companies are to follow suit as India could
soon rise among the world's top silicon chip manufacturers due to the
current state of affairs between China
and the U.S.
The housing market, the driver of
growth and sustainer of the entire real
estate economy is poised to witness
an extremely impressive and potentially its best year in the near future.
Residential sales are up by a whopping
51 per cent post the Covid-19 period.
According to Reuters, prices are expected to rise nearly 7.5 per cent all
over India (4-5 per cent in Mumbai and
Delhi, 5.5-6.5 per cent in Chennai and
Bengaluru) and a number of other
economic indicators also favor a positive uptick.
This does not mean that the real
estate economy is perfect and doesn't
have any weaknesses, as many things
could in fact pose a challenge to
growth such as increasing mortgage
rates, inflation, and building material
shortages.
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'Joker: Folie A Deux' first look revealed as Todd
Phillips announces 'day one' of shoot

Los Angeles, Dec 12
(IANS) 'Joker: Folie A Deux'
director Todd Phillips shared
a teaser image announcing
"day one" of work on the
film. "Day 1. Our boy.
#joker," Phillips wrote in
a simple caption, reports
'Variety'.
The
filmmaker
shared an image of
Joaquin Phoenix in character as Arthur Fleck. The
homicidal Arkham Asylum convict is lying deadeyed as he's receiving a
shave from what appears
to be an orderly at the facility. Phoenix seems to
have readopted the wiry
physique that he took on
to play Fleck in the original
2019 filmWhile plot details
remain closely guarded, the

'Joker' sequel will pick up
with Phoenix's killer clown
after he's been admitted to
Arkham Asylum.
Phoenix, who won the

Oscar for best actor for his
performance in the R-rated
original, will be joined by

Lady Gaga for the sequel,
who has been cast in a role
reported to be a take on the
DC Comics villain Harley
Quinn. Brendan Gleeson has
also been cast in the production. Phillips returns to
direct 'Joker: Folie A Deux'
after helming the first film,
steering the dark comic
book adaptation to a whopping 11 Academy Award
nominations, a Golden Lion
win at the Venice Film Festival and a whopping box office success, with global
ticket sales topping $1 billion. The sequel has been
described as a musical.
'Joker: Folie A Deux' is slated
to hit theaters on October 9,
2024, exactly five years following the release of the
original film.

Shehnaaz remembers Sidharth
Shukla on 42nd birth anniversary

Mumbai, Dec 12 (IANS)
Bigg Boss 13 contestant and
social media sensation
Shehnaaz Gill remembered
late actor Sidharth Shukla
on his birth anniversary on
Monday.
Sidharth, who passed
away in 2021, would have

Throwback Sunday: Tragedy king Dilip Kumar's
acting skills draw youngsters to cinema halls

'Bigg Boss 16':
Tina confronts
Shalin after reentry in show
Mumbai, Dec 12 (IANS) In
the latest episode of 'Bigg
Boss 16',Tina Datta, who was
evicted, has made a re-entry
in the controversial reality
show.In the 'Weekend Ka
Vaar' episode, Shalin Bhanot
was given the option to save
Sumbul Touqeer Khan and
Tina Datta from eviction.
However, he refused to give
up on the prize money of Rs
25 lakh to do the same. As a
result, Tina was eliminated
from Bigg Boss 16.He said: "I
never liked Tina, it was only
because of the chicken that
I liked her. I was only worried
about my food and she used
to do it so that is the only
thing I am missing right now,
because who will make
chicken for me now? entered
the house and slammed
Shalin.

By Archana Sharma
Jaipur, Dec 12 (IANS) It
was a different Sunday (December 11) as many youngsters had gathered at the
Jaipur-situated cinema hall
to get into the retro world as
theatres were showcasing
some of the best performances
of
veteran
Bollywood star Dilip Kumar
to celebrate his 100th birthday.
The most surprising part
was to see the young crowd
making a beeline to get into
the halls.TThe most surprising part was to see the
young crowd making a beeline to get into the halls.he
most surprising part was to
see the young crowd making a beeline to get into the
halls.A student named
Trisha said, "Recently, I saw
this Ayesha Khan's (Pakistani girl) Instagram video
where she is dancing on an
old song - Mera Dil Yeh
Pukare Aaja. The song and
her dance left me amazed
and I wanted to get into the
retro mode and hence came
here as I came to know that
Dileep Kumar's biggest hits
are being shown here."
Another college student

(Estd.-1982)
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Aditi Dev Sharma finds a connection between
her on-screen and off-screen personality
Mumbai, Dec 12 (IANS)
'Gangaa' actress Aditi Dev
Sharma is currently seen
playing the role of a mother
Katha juggling between
multiple jobs for the treatment of her son, Aarav suffering from blood cancer in
'Katha Ankahee'. The actress
is herself a mother to a 3year-old child and thus she
says that she relates to her
character in the show.
Aditi shares: "When I was
narrated the story, I felt
Katha's pain deep down in
my heart. Being a mother
myself, I could relate with
Katha's frantic need for
money to save her child. For
a mother, her child is the
most precious and they can
do anything for them. Such
is the case with Katha who
can go above and beyond to
ensure her child's well-being. I try to bring alive the
similar bond with my reel
son Aarav to show a
mother's endless love and
care. I also understand what
it takes to raise a child."
'Kathaa Ankahee' is a
Hindi remake of the Turkish
drama 'Binbir Gece' (1001
Nights in English). It features
Aditi Sharma and Adnan

Khan.
The 'Silsila Badalte
Rishton Ka' actress adds further that it is never easy to
be a single mother and taking complete care and responsibility of a child without any help.
"It is not easy being a
single mother who works
and takes care of her child,
especially when they need
extra care. I salute all these
mothers who are superwomen just like Katha, who
is tender and soft for her
child yet strong while facing
life with a smile. She is broken but will not give up and
will fight it out till the very
end for her son," she adds.
In the current episodes,

it was seen that she tells the
doctor that she is managing
to collect money for her
son's treatment but he informs her that she needs to
deposit Rs 1 crore 48 lakh in
a week as it will be too late
after the given period to
save her son."The upcoming
track will see a mother's
plight to keep her son alive
as Katha knocks every door
possible to arrange for
funds; but to what extent
she will go will make for an
interesting watch. It is a challenging part, but I am glad
to be playing it and I know
that Katha's character as a
mother will instantly find a
connection with all," Aditi
concludes.

'GOT' star Kit Harington teases Jon Snow spinoff series

Arpit said, "Had read that
Shahrukh Khan somehow is
compared with Dileep
Kumar. So I wanted to figure
out how they too are similar or different."
"We had expected senior citizens to come here
and bring back their old
memories but it is surprising
to see youngsters visiting
and watching these old
movies of Dilip Kumar," said
one of the owners of the cafeteria at the theatre.
In fact, most of the audience had come to find out
the retro Bollywood experience by watching the films
of one of the most talented
stars of Bollywood whom
the industry bade goodbye
on July 7, 2021 at the age of
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turned 42. Shehnaaz took to
Instagram to share a string
of throwback pictures of
Sidharth in which he could
be seen smiling.
She captioned the images: "i will see you again. 12
12."
The actress, on her
Instagram stories, also
shared a few pictures of her
celebrating his birthday
with a few cakes which had
Sid written on them.
Popularly known as
SidNaaz, Sidharth ad
Shehnaaz became friends
on the set of Bigg Boss 13.
Even after growing close in
the show, the two never officially acknowledged being
a couple.--IANS

3

98 following prolonged illness.
December 11 marked
the 100th birth anniversary
of Dilip Kumar. To celebrate
the day, Film Heritage Foundation organised a two-day
festival - "Dilip Kumar Hero
Of Heroes". Some of Dilip
Kumar's finest performances including Devdas,
Ram Aur Shyam and Shakti
were screened in over 30
cinema halls and 20 cities
across the country.
These cities also included Jaipur where Inox
screened two films - Aan
and Shakti on Saturday in
evening and night shows,
while on Sunday, it screened
Devdas, Ram and Shyam
and Shakti.

*

cell, he's preparing to be
beheaded and he wants to
be. He's done. The fact he
goes to the Wall is the greatest gift and also the great-

about Ygritte dying in his
arms, and live out his life
thinking about how he
hung Olly, and live out his
life thinking about all of this

est curse."
Harington continued,
"He's gotta go back up to
the place with all this history
and live out his life thinking
about how he killed Dany,
and live out his life thinking

trauma, and that, that's interesting."
Without directly talking
about the Jon Snow spinoff,
Harington mentioned what
state of mind his character
was in at the end of Game
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Los Angeles, Dec 12
(IANS) Hollywood star Kit
Harington made an appearance at the 'Game of
Thrones' convention in LA,
where he was inevitably
asked about the Jon Snow
sequel series that was announced earlier this year.
Although Harington
couldn't say much about the
development of the show,
he did talk about how Jon
Snow ended in the series
and what could be happening to him after his character killed Daenerys, reports
'Deadline'.
"I think if you asked him,
he would've felt he got off
lightly,
" Harington said during
the panel at the convention
Sunday night, according to
Entertainment Weekly.
"At the end of the show
when we find him in that

Disclaimer
Adverstisement
appeared in this News
Paper have not been
verified factually and
“WESTERNTIMES”
does not stand
responsible for the
sales proposition.

*

of Thrones and indirectly
teased the spinoff series.
"So I think where we
leave him at the end of the
show, there's always this
feeling of like... I think we
wanted some kind of little
smile that things are OK.
He's not OK," he added.
Earlier this year, George
R.R. Martin revealed that it
was Harington that came
up with the idea of continuing Snow's storyline in
a new series.
"Yes, it was Kit
Harrington (sic) who
brought the idea to us,"
Martin wrote in his blog
back in June of this year.
"I cannot tell you the
names of the writers/
showrunners, since that has
not been cleared for release
yet... but Kit brought them in
too, his own team, and they
are terrific."--IANS
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Bhupendra Patel took oath as the CM of Gujarat, along with his cabinet ministers, in Gandhinagar Monday at 2.00PM. PM Narendra Modi, HM
Amit Shah, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, JP Nadda & uttarpradesh CM
Yogi Adityanath and madhyapradesh CM SS Chouhan attended the event
at Gandhinagar.

FIR : Bootlegger knew cops
coming, flees
Ahmedabad : Cops themselves exposed their
function in an FIR filed in connection with a prohibition case. A woman bootlegger “came to know
that cops were going to raid at her house, and she
fled from there”.
This has been mentioned in an FIR filed with
Ramol police on Saturday. The FIR filed by an assistant sub-inspector of Ramol police mentioned that
he along with two cops Pradip Bharatsinh and
Chetan Ranchhod was patrolling in Vastal when one
of them got an input that a bootlegger named
Lakshmi Thakor was selling country made liquor
from her house in Dungali Valo Vaas in Vastral village. The cops claimed that they rushed to Thakor’s
house which was around 3km away from the police station.“When we reached there, we did not find
Thakor at her house as she had fled away after
knowing that cops were going to raid her house,”
mentioned the FIR. Sources in the police said that
sometimes some insider from a police station or any
informer tells the bootleggers about a potential raid
after which bootleggers run away to evade arrest.
The cops opened her house, wihch was not locked,
and found a bag from there. The FIR mentioned that
there were 20 pouches filled with country-made liquor weighing around five litres. The cops said that
they had taken a sample of around 180ml from the
liquor pouches and kept the rest of liquor in the bag
only. The cops seized liquor worth around Rs 100
from Thakor’s house and filed a complaint of
prhibition against her..

Deer locks itself up in ATM
booth
Ahmedabad : The forest department had a
tought time rescuing a deer that locked itself up in
an ATM booth in Dhari.
A video of the same has gone viral. A team of
forest officials from Amreli was called in but the rescue turned out to be quite a task.“Though the officials had to only open the door, the deer got so agitated seeing humans that it began jumping up and
down and running inside the booth. We feared it
could break the glass and injure itself,” said a source
from the department.
Sources in the department said the deer entered
the AMM booth on Friday night after the security
guard left its door open. This was probably the first
such incident of its kind. The official said that since
the booth was located in the vicinity of a sanctuary,
many ungulates strayed into the area.
Dhari, which falls under the Greater Gir area, also
has a sizeable population of lions. According to the
2020 census, Savarkundla, Liliya and the adjoining
areas of Amreli are home to 98 lions; the number
was 80 in 2015.

Rickshaw driver avoids hitting
cow, dies in accident
Ahmedabad : What may be called a case of apathy of the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation
(AMC), a man from Odhav died on Thursday after
meeting with a road accident. He drove his loading
rickshaw into a pothole on the roadside to avoid
hitting a stray cow near Navrang School Crossroads
in Odhav on November 19.
“Near Navrang School Crossroads, suddenly a
cow came in his way. To avoid hitting the bovine, he
took a sharp turn and drove on a pothole due to
which the vehicle turned turtle. Patni suffered serious injuries,” said a police officer. Patni was admitted to Civil Hospital in Asarwa where he died on
Thursday night. Odhav police registered a case of
accidental death and began an investigation.
Cops of Odhav police were yet to find the owner
of the cow and file a case against him. This is not
the only fatal accident in the city involving stray
animals. On October 1, a 32-year-old man Bhavesh
Patel from Naroda died when he was hit by a stray
cow that charged into his motorcycle in Naroda. According to the Naroda police, a cow was standing
on the other side of the road but suddenly jumped
over the divider and ran into Bhavin’s motorcycle.
The AMC had in Patle’s case propsed an ex gratia of
Rs 2 lakh which the Gujarat high court enhanced to
Rs 5 lakh while telling the civic body that it is free to
recover the amount from the cow owner.

Warm winter continues in city
Ahmedabad : With change in weather, the city
and state at large will experience a warm winter
even as half of December month will be over by the
middle of the week. On Sunday, the maximum temperature was 30.5 degrees celsius, and minimum
14.6 degrees both slightly higher than normal.
‘Rise in minimum temperatures by 2-4 degrees
celsius during next 3-4 days very likely over the region,’ mentioned the India Meteorological Department (IMD) forecase, adding that Ahmedabad may
have minimum temperatures of 16 degrees on
Monday. Across Gujarat, none of the weather stations recorded 10 degrees or below temperatures
with Naliya remaining the coldest place at 11.4 degrees.

Fake cops dupe 70-yr-old
Ahmedabad : A 70-year-old man from the
Motera area of the city on Sunday filed a complaint
with Khadia police alleging that two men posing
as cops, aged around 40 years, extorted Rs 10,000
and his cellphone worth Rs 7,000 from him after
threatening to implicate him in a case of sexual harassment. Hemant Prapanna, a resident of Shrestha
Parisar flats on Motera-Koteshwar Road, said in his
FIR with Khadia police that he had gone to meet
his frient Jayanti Patel in Anand on Friday. Prapanna
returned from his friend’s place on Saturday
evening and got down from an ST bus at Geeta
Mandir bus depot. When he was walking towards a
BRTS bus stand near Geeta Mandir, two men ona
motorcycle approached him and introduced themselves as policemen.
They took him to an ATM and forced him to withdraw Rs 10,000. They took the cash and also
Prapanna’s cellphone. Prapanna said that he later
told his friend Baldev Singh Sikarwar about the incident and approached cops.

Prahladnagar, Bodakdev top accident spots in A’bad
Ahmedabad : From October 2021 to November
2022, the city recorded
22,000-old road traffic accidents (RTA) according to
EMRI 108 data, at an average
of 61 cases daily.
As the World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic
Victims was observed recently on November 20 on
theme of rememrance, support and act, a data by the
EMRI ambulance services
indicated that the ambulances close to SG Road in
Prahladnagar, Bodakdev,

Gota and Bopal recorded
the maximum RTA emergencies compared to the
ambulances in heart of the
city such as IIM Crossroads
and Navrangpura.
Prahladnagar recorded
440 RTA cases from October
2021 to November 2022, followed by 417 in Bodakdev,
395 in Gota, 375 in Bopal,
and 373 in Chandkheda.
A map of all the RTA
cases in the past one year
also indicated that almost all
the major roads including
SP Ring Road, SG Road, and

132 Feet Ring Road are dotted by the accidents. The
data indicated were twowheeler drivers, followed by
car and auto drivers. “An
ambulance typically serves
to the radius of 2.5 3km.
Thus, if it’s Prahladnagar
ambulance, it can go up to
Anandnagar or SG Road on
either side. But purpose of
the exercise is to ascertain
accident hotspots so that
the ambulances can be
equipped accordingly, said a
senior EMRI official. Comparison of five months (July

Eight-year-old falls to
death while flying kite
Ahmedabad : Nearly a
month ahead of the kiteflying festival Uttarayan
on January 14, the city reported a casualty related
to kite flying. An eightyear-old boy fell to his
death while flying kite on
the terrace of the fifth
floor of a residential
apartment
in
the
Sabarmati area of the city
on Saturday. According to
police, Mitanshu Dhanani,
a student of Class 3 in an
English medium school of
Chandkheda, fell from a

water tank on the fifth floor
of Samarthya Status apartments in Sabarmati. “He
stayed in the N Block of the
building with his parents and
two elder sisters and went to
his uncle’s place in M Block
where his uncle lives with his
family. At around 6pm on
Saturday, people heard a
thud and saw Mitanshu lying
injured on the ground,” said
an officer of Sabarmati police. Mitanshu’s elder sister
made him pillion on her
scooter and took him to their
father Pradeep Dhanani’s

shop in Chandkheda. He
had suffered multiple injuries in his hands, face, nose
and head at that time. His
father called up 108 ambulance and rushed him
to a private hospital in
Chandkheda. “While taking treatment at the hospital, Mitanshu succumbed to his injuries,”
said the police officer.
Chandkheda police registered a complaint of accidental death and sent the
body for the postmortem
examination.

to November) in 2021 and
2022 indicated that
Prahladnagar location remained on top, followed by
Bodakdev. “Third spot in
2021 went to Chandkheda,
whereas Bopal replaced it in
2022. Navrangpura and
Sarkhej completed top five
locations in 2021, whereas
Navrangpura and Gota were
fourth and fifth in 2022,”
said the official. City traffice
police officials said that
measures right from echallans to errant drivers to
deployment of teams with
speed guns in the areas
such as SG Road and Sindhu
Bhavan Road are initiated to
reduce the road fatalities.
According to National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) 2021 figures,
Ahmedabad had lost 403
persons to RTAs whereas
1,063 sustained injuries. Dr
Pravin Kanabar, president of
the Ahmedabad Traffice
Consultative Committee
(ATCC), said that road accidents especially in urban areas is a multi-pronged problem. All three Es of safety engineering, enforcement
and education are required
to save precious lives on
roads. The data indicated
that the accidents were relatively higher around SG
Road due to increased
traffice voume and transition from intrerior roads to
the highway,” he said.

Canada visa scam : Three discharged

Ahmedabad : A city sessions court has discharged
three persons who had been
booked in a Canada visa
scam case, with an observation that they were actually
the victims of the scam because of their aspiration to
migrate abroad.The persons
are from Mehsana district. In
this case, in 2015, five persons were booked by
Sardarnagar police for criminal breach of trust, cheating,
forgery and abtement after

work permits for Canada
were found to be forged during immigration check at the
city
airport.
Satish
Chaudhary,
Jaikishan
Chaudhary were trying to fly
to Canada, but were detained after the immigration
check and booked. Two
other person, Bharat
Chaudhary and Pundarik
Rawal, were booked for managing the work permits and
visa for the three. The three
requested the metropolitian

court, where they were to be
tried for the alleged offence
to discharge them in the absence of evidence. But the
court rejected their application on July 14, 2021. This led
them to file a revision application in the city sessions
court.
Their lawyer submitted
that the trio had nothing
against them and the
charges cannot be framed
against them.The lawyer said
they themselves are victims

NMIMS students receive patent for pathbreaking customer care resolution system
Gujarat, December 12: A
talented team of students at
NMIMS School of Technology Management and Engineering (STME) Indore, have
successfully received a
patent for developing the
first fully-powered artificial
intelligence system to aid
and enhance customer experience.
The unique and cost-efficient AI and the machine
learning-enabled customer
care application is invented
by MBA (Technology) students Gursimranjeet Singh
Ajimal, and Akrati Nagariya,
under the mentorship of Dr.
Aaquil Bunglowala, Associate Dean, STME, NMIMS
Indore and Mr. Gaurav
Paliwal, Associate Professor
at STME, NMIMS Indore.
The system, which will
be launched in early 2023

under their startup venture
named Vocbot.AI Technology
Pvt. Ltd., will
revolutionise the customer
care sector by reducing long
waiting times, addressing
issues of language disparities, and providing unique
user-based solutions that
will help businesses gain
optimum client satisfaction
and loyalty.
The patent titled "A
voice-based, multilingual,
inbound/outbound system
and a method based on artificial intelligence for aiding
and automating customer
service" was granted by the
Patent Office, Government
of India, in the field of ‘computer science’.
Speaking about the
achievement, students at
STME NMIMS Indore
Gursimranjeet Singh Ajimal

and Akrati Nagariya said,
“High-quality customer service is the cornerstone of a
successful business as well
as one of its major challenges. Mindful of this, we
created this system to help
businesses provide customers
with
fast
and
personalised resolutions, a
cost-effective price.This feat
could not have been
achieved without the unflinching support and expertise of our mentors as
well as the world-class
infrastructural, and technological provisions at the institute”.Praising the students
for the work, Dr. Prachi, Director, Indore Campus
SVKM’s NMIMS noted, “Robotic services industry carries the huge potential to
streamline and enhance the
industry landscape.

of the fraud committed by
Bharat and Rawal. The court
accepted the contention
that the three were keen on
going to Canada and contacted Bharat and Rawal,
who were engaged in the
business of obtaining visa
and work permits. These
three persons had handed
over their original passports
and other documents to the
duo, who allegedly forged
work permits by taking Rs 10
lakh from each of the three.

Somnath railway station to get
temple-inspired architecture
Ahmedabad : The Western Railway, which has commenced the redevelopment
work of Somnath Station has
announced that the new station will be remodelled on
the architectural design of
the Somnath temple. The
railway officials said that the
government has decided
that the main station building will have 12 shikhars at
the terrace level which will
represent the 12 Jyotirlings.
THe main theme of the facade will be like that of Shree
Somnath Jyotirling Temple.
The redevelopment work of
Somnath Station has already
begun and the trains going
up to Somnath have been
short terminated at Veraval.
The work is being undertaken by the Gati Shakti unit
of the Bhavnagar division.
The redevelopment work is

MSU Professor elected as a Fellow of the
International Union of Nutritional Sciences
Vadodara, Professor
(Dr.) Vanisha Nambiar from
the Department of Foods
and Nutrition, Faculty of
Family and Community Sciences, The Maharaja
Sayajirao University of
Baroda, Gujarat, India, has
been elected as a Fellow of
the International Union of
Nutritional Sciences (IUNS)
at their General Assembly
held at the International
Congress of Nutrition in Tokyo, Japan, December 7-10,
2022. She received this recognition from Professor
Catherine Geissler, Secretary General Secretary General of the International
Union of Nutritional Science
(IUNS), who is currently Professor Emerita of Human
Nutrition, King’s College
London, Past President of
The Nutrition Society of the
UK & Ireland. Fellows of
IUNS (FIUNS), are elected

every four years and are nutrition scientists who, in the
opinion of the IUNS Council,
have rendered outstanding
service to the cause of nutrition. The Fellows were
presented at the General
Assembly of International
Congress of Nutrition which
was held at the 22nd IUNSICN, in Tokyo, Japan 7-10
December 2022.
Professor Nambiar, has a
research career spanning 30
years in Foods and Nutrition
and currently is the Coordinator of Public Health Nutrition in the Department of
Foods and Nutrition and the
Deputy Director of the Office of International Affairs
of The Maharaja Sayajirao
University of Baroda,
Gujarat, India.
Her recent awards and
accolades include the Integrated Health Scholarship
2022 by International Fed-

eration for the Surgery of
Obesity and Metabolic Disorders (IFSO), Miami, August,
2022, Appointed to the
WHO Technical Advisory
group TAG-IC2 (Primary
health care), for two years in
2022, Dr. Anandi Gopal
Joshi-Best Nutritionist
Award by International Society of Medical Food and
Nutrtion-2021, Alive and
Thrive -ilactation Diversity
full scholarship 2021, Member WHO guideline development group for childhood obesity- 2021, TataCornell Institute of Agriculture and Nutrition, Cornell
University, Ithaca, New York,
USA- 2015, Young Scientist
Junior and Senior Award
from the Nutrition Society of
India and Golden Jubilee
award by the Indian Dietetic
Association and many more.
Her Research Interests
include: Antioxidants in
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Newly appointed cabinet level ministers of
Gujarat Mr. Kanubhai Desai, Mr. Rishikeshbhai
Patel, Mr. Raghavjibhai Patel, Mr. Balwantsinh
Rajput.

health and Non-Communicable disease, Bariatric nutrition, Nutrition programming for prevention of noncommunicable diseases,
Maternal and Child Health
and Nutrition; Strengthening Developmental Programs, Policies and food system with over 50 publications, 6 books, 8 chapters in
books and is a popular invited speaker in academic
forums across the globe.
The IUNS’ mission and
objectives are to promote
advancement in nutrition
science, research and development through international cooperation at the
global level. It aims to encourage communication
and collaboration among
nutrition scientists, as well as
to disseminate information
in nutritional sciences
through modern communication technology.

estimated to cost Rs 157.4
crore and is targeted to be
completed by March 2025.
The station has been closed
for the work since September this year and work of dismantling of existing station
building is in progress. Simultaneously, the excavation
work for foundation laying is
also in progress. The railway
officials said that the design
will reflect the various facets
of Indian culture and tradition and will be a blend of ancient and modern architecture. The plan includes segregated arrival and departure, passenger plazas, congestion-free and conflictfree entry and exits, underground parking arrangements among others. It will
have adequate waiting
spaces consisting of passengers amenities and facilities

to avoid overcrowding on
platforms.The station will be
a green building with features for an efficient use of
energy. Provisions for battery-charging facility and
battery-powered vehicles
are also being made. The Indian Railways has identified
204 stations across the country for redevelopment out of
which redevelopment of
three stations has been commissioned and the work of
43 stations is in progress.
Gandhinagar, in Gujarat was
the first such stations to be
redeveloped, the other two
being Rani Kamalapati, near
Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh
and Sir M Visvesvaraya Terminal in Bengaluru, Karnataka,
further,the work of redevelopment is in progress at
Somnath, Surat, Udhna,
Ahmedabad stations.

SVPI airport uses ‘Green’
Car wash with CleanCart

Ahmedabad, 12 December 2022, Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International airport
started a car wash service
for all users. The uniquely
designed service partner
has come up with

ecofriendly solution for car
wash. Clean Cart takes care
of car washing for cars
parked in airport parking.
Passengers traveling on a
day trip or leaving their car
in airport parking need not
worry. While the car is
parked in dedicated parking, the users can book car

wash service. Passengers
and relatives coming to
drop or pick up can avail the
facility. It will be beneficial
for passengers treavelling
on a day trip and want their
car cleaned when return.
Relatives
coming to
pick up or
drop passenger with intention to
spend extra
time at airport to see off
their loved
ones can avail
this service
with fruitful utilization of
time. The cleaning process
takes about 20 minutes.
CleanCart uses bio- degradable cleaning formula with
about 1.5-liter water usage
to wash the car.The portable
CleanCart has a 40-liter tank,
and this is enough to wash
25 cars in one filling.
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Canada's immigration backlog
shrinks to 2.2 mn: IRCC
Toronto, Dec 12 (IANS)
Canada's immigration backlog came down to just over
2.2 million from last month's
2.4 million, according to
new data revealed by the
Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada (IRCC).
With this, the citizenship
inventory stands at 3,14,630
applicants as of November
30, compared to 3,31,401 on
October 31, CIC News reported.
The permanent residence inventory stands at
5,12,342 people as of December 2, compared to
5,06,421 as of November 3.
The biggest reduction
was seen in the temporary
residence inventory, which
stood at 14,16,125 people
on December 2, compared
to 15,37,566 persons as of
November 3.
As of December 2, there
are 43,326 applications for
Express Entry programs
waiting in the queue -- an
increase of over 3,500 since
November 3 data, which
stood at 39,589.
The inventory for all
family class immigration
programs has dropped

slightly to 1,27,091 compared to November 3 when
it was 1,28,112.
The Spouses and Partners sponsorship program is
among the largest inventories among all lines of business, at 62,106, a minimal
increase compared with
November 3.
The Parents and Grandparents Program (PGP) has
an inventory of 53,770 persons compared to 55,653
persons waiting for decisions in November.
September 30 data
showed that there were 1.5
million applications in the
backlog, meaning that IRCC
cleared over 3,50,000 applications from the backlog.
This comes while the
number of applications in
inventory has risen for permanent residency, CIC News
reported.
IRCC says that between
January and October 2022,
they produced 4.3 million
final decisions for permanent residents, temporary
residents and citizenship
compared to 2.3 million final
decisions in the same period
last year.

Palestinians wanted by Israeli security forces for being involved in carrying out
attacks against Israel.
The Palestinian Red
Crescent Society said in a
statement that four

wounded Palestinians were
evacuated to the main hospital in the city.
The eyewitnesses said
that dozens of Palestinian
shooters clashed with the
Israeli soldiers, who arrested
the two wanted Palestinians,
noting that a heavy exchange of fire occurred with
several explosions in the
area.They said that after the

2 killed after hit by train in
Indonesia's West Java
Jakarta, Dec 12 (IANS) Two people died and one
was seriously injured after being allegedly hit by a
train in Cirebon Regency in West Java province.
A spokesperson for PT Kereta Api Indonesia (KAI)
Regional Operations III Cirebon, Ayep Hanapi, said
on Sunday that the three of them, including a sevenyear-old child, on a motorbike travelled the level
crossing when the train from Jakarta's Gambir to
Cirebon passed at 11:23 a.m.
"They crossed when the warning siren was still
sounding," said Hanapi, citing witnesses.
All three have been taken to a nearby medical
centre, Xinhua news agency reported.Indonesia recorded five cases of accidents at railway level crossings this year, eight last year and nine in 2020.

Turkish, Ukrainian Presidents
discuss expanding scope of
grain deal
Virologist Dr. Peter Daszak brazenly posted videos of himself and his research team standing in the midst
of swarms of bats in Thailand this week. Daszak's charity EcoHealth Alliance was found to have funded the
Wuhan Institute of Virology's research, with the lab regarded by many as the source of an accidental leak
that triggered the pandemic. Daszak, who was born in England but now lives in upstate New York, has been
accused of bullying other scientists into disavowing theories that COVID-19 was leaked from a lab as a conspiracy theory. That theory was initially dismissed during the early days of the pandemic, in favor of claims it
had jumped directly from an animal to a human. It has now gained increased traction among respected scientists, although no consensus has ever been reached. Despite Daszak's ties with the Wuhan lab, EcoHealth
Alliance was awarded over half a million dollars by the National Institutes of Health this fall to conduct viral
research on bats in Asia and Africa earlier this fall. It's unclear if the Thai trip was funded by US taxpayers'
cash.

Palestinian girl killed by Israeli
soldiers in West Bank: Medics

Ramallah, Dec 12 (IANS)
A 16-year-old Palestinian
girl was killed after Israeli
soldiers stormed the northern West Bank city of Jenin,
Palestinian medics and eyewitnesses said.
In a statement, the Palestinian Ministry of Health said
that the girl, Jana Zakarneh,
16, from the city of Jenin,
was killed after seven gunshots fired by Israeli soldiers
hit her, Xinhua news agency
reported.
Local sources and eyewitnesses said that a special
Israeli army force, backed by
armored vehicles, stormed
the city of Jenin to arrest
two Palestinians wanted by
Israeli security forces for being involved in carrying out
attacks against Israel.Local
sources and eyewitnesses
said that a special Israeli
army force, backed by armored vehicles, stormed the
city of Jenin to arrest two

Israeli army force pulled out
from the city of Jenin, residents found the Palestinian
girl dead on the roof of her
family's house with seven
bullets infiltrating her body.
There has been no immediate comment
from Israeli authorities on the girl's
death.
According to official Israeli figures,
the Israeli army's
ground offensives
were intensified following a series of attacks carried out by Palestinians, which killed more than
20 Israelis in Israel and the
West Bank.Official Palestinian figures showed that
more than 200 Palestinians
had been killed since January, including over 50 in the
Gaza Strip. Most Palestinians
were killed in the northern
West Bank cities of Jenin
and Nablus. --IANS

Afghan forces fire rockets
into Pak territory, 6 killed
Quetta, Dec 12 (IANS) At
least six civilians were killed
while over two dozen sustained injuries when Afghan
forces fired rockets into the
Pakistani territory from
across the Chaman border
on Sunday evening, in a major escalation in tensions
between
the
two
neighbours since Taliban's
return to power in Kabul, local media reported.
The rockets landed in
Killi Sheikh Lal Muhammad,
a senior administration offi-

cial told The Express Tribune
on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the matter. Rocket
attacks from the Afghan
side left six civilians dead
and dozens of others
injured.The military also
confirmed the incident, "Afghan Border Forces opened
unprovoked and indiscriminate fire of heavy weapons
including artillery/mortar
onto the Civilian population
in Chaman, Balochistan
causing Shahadat of 6 civil-

ians with another 17 individuals being injured," the
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said.The ISPR
said in a statement that the
Pakistani forces gave a measured response to the aggression to avoid any civilian casualties. "Pakistani befitting albeit measured response against the uncalled-for aggression, but
avoided targeting innocent
civilians in the area," read
the statement, Express Tribune reported.

S.Korea to hold int'l forum on
N.Korea's human rights situation
Seoul, Dec 12 (IANS)
South Korea's Unification
Ministry said on Monday it
will hold an annual international forum on North
Korea's human rights situation this week in an effort
to raise public awareness
about the North's human
rights issue.
The seminar with two
sub-sessions will open on

Wednesday under the
theme of major pending issues and future tasks in regard to North Korea's human rights records, the
ministry's spokesperson
Cho Joong-hoon told a
regular press briefing,
Yonhap news agency
reported.Unification Minister Kwon Young-se will deliver an opening address at

the forum, to be sponsored
by the UN human rights
agency's office in Seoul,
and former UN SecretaryGeneral Ban Ki-moon will
give his congratulatory
message.
South Korea's new envoy for the North's human
rights, Lee Shin-hwa, plans
to serve as a moderator for
the seminar.

Sikh youth shot dead in latest
homicide killing in Canada

To David Lean's relieved delight, his labour of love, Lawrence Of Arabia, which
had cost a whopping $15million and boasted a magnificent cast including Peter O'Toole (far left), Alec Guinness, Omar Sharif (second from left), Anthony
Quinn, Jack Hawkins, Anthony Quayle and Jose Ferrer, was rhapsodically received by the audience at the Royal Command Performance at the Odeon Leicester Square. During filming O'Toole struck up an immediate rapport with
Sharif, his Egyptian co-star, (pictured together top right) who was terrified before the rousing Aqaba raid scene in which their characters, on camels, were to
lead 400 extras on a mile-and-a-half charge (pictured bottom right). They both
quickly knocked back several glasses of brandy and milk, with the result that
during the charge, Sharif, still held on by rope, slowly slid upside down. O'Toole
stayed upright almost until the end, when he fell off and was nearly killed by
the extras' stampeding horses.

Afghan police seize 30
assault rifles in Mazar-i-Sharif
Mazar-i-Sharif, Dec 12
(IANS) The Afghan police
have collected arms and
ammunitions including 30
pieces of AK-47 assault rifles
from individuals in the
northern Mazar-i-Sharif city,
the capital of Balkh province, provincial police
spokesman Mohammad
Asif Waziri said on Monday.
Police have launched
separate operations and
searched houses over the
past couple of weeks and
resultantly discovered 30
pieces of AK-47, a stock of

rocket propelled grenade
(RPG-7) and ammunitions,
Waziri told reporters.
Waziri also noted that
police would install CCTV
surveillance cameras in
parts of Mazar-i-Sharif city
to further ensure security,
Xinhua news agency reported.
At least two medical
workers were abducted in
Mazar-i-Sharif city a few
months ago, and a bomb
blast claimed seven lives
and injured eight others in
the city last week.--IANS
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Toronto, Dec 12 (IANS)
The death of 24 year-old
Sanraj Singh due to gunshot
wounds in Alberta province
comes latest in the series of
Sikhs killings in Canada.
Police said they responded to reports of gunshots in the area of 51 Street
and 13 Avenue of
Edmonton, capital of
Alberta, at approximately
8:40 p.m. on December 3.
Upon arrival, they located a
male sitting in a vehicle in
medical distress.
Singh was given CPR by
the police until paramedics
arrived and declared him
dead.The Edmonton Medical Examiner on December

7 completed an autopsy on
the deceased, and identified
him as Sanraj Singh, 24.
"The cause of death was
gunshot wounds, and the
manner of death is homicide," an Edmonton Police
statement said.
Homicide investigators
have released images of a
vehicle of interest that was
seen leaving the area at the
time of the homicide.
They are requesting anyone with information about
the vehicle or shooting to
contact them.They are requesting anyone with information about the vehicle or
shooting to contact them.
Canada has been rocked

Zimbabwean Prez says power
shortages to ease in 2023
Harare, Dec 12 (IANS)
Zimbabweans will see a vast
improvement in electricity
supplies in 2023 as the government removes barriers
to power generation investments in the country, President
Emmerson
Mnangagwa has said.
The government would
take extraordinary measures to ensure that Zimbabwe does not have severe
power shortages, said
Mnangagwa in his weekly
column in the state-run

Sunday Mail.The country
has been experiencing severe power shortages, with
its people off electricity for
up to 18 hours a day after
power generation was curtailed at the anchor power
station on Lake Kariba due
to low water levels and continuous breakdowns at the
Hwange Thermal Power Station, Xinhua news agency
reported.
The president said the
country must plan for power
as if Kariba is discounted,

noting that he has already
instructed the government
to remove all entry barriers
to new investments in the
energy sector.
An energy expert who
declined to be named said
there is a need for more investments in new power
stations, while the government has to take care of the
macro-economic environment and ensure that the
investors are not forced to
charge sub-economic tariffs.

by a spate of Sikh killings in
the months starting November. Harpreet Kaur, a 40
year-old Sikh woman died
on December 7 after being
stabbed multiple times at
her home in Surrey, British
Columbia.
The incident came just
two days after 21 year-old
Pawanpreet Kaur, another
Canadian-Sikh woman, was
shot dead outside a gas station in Mississauga on December 3.Last month, 18
year-old
Sikh
teen
Mehakpreet Sethi was
stabbed to death at the
parking lot of a high school
in Surrey.
The national homicide
rate in Canada rose by three
per cent in 2021, according
to Statistics Canada with
police services reporting
788 homicides in the
country."These incidents
have a significant impact,
not only on the family and
friends of the victim, but the
entire community," Sgt
Timothy Pierotti of the Integrated Homicide Investigation Team had told the media after Harpreet Kaur's
killing.--IANS

Ankara, Dec 12 (IANS) Presidents of Turkey and
Ukraine have discussed expanding the scope of the
grain deal and the Ukraine-Russia conflict over the
phone, the Turkish presidency said in a statement.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan told his
Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelensky on Sunday that Turkey continued to work towards meeting the humanitarian needs of the Ukrainian people
in the "difficult winter months".
"The grain corridor could be expanded to include different food products and other commodities," said Erdogan.He also expressed hope for "approaching a solution" to the issue of the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant in southern
Ukraine, the statement said as quoted by Xinhua
news agency report.Turkey has been evaluating the
contributions that can be made for the implementation of the peace plan announced by Zelensky at
the G20 Summit, the Turkish President told his Ukrainian counterpart.

3 IS militants, 1 soldier killed in
Iraq
Baghdad, Dec 12 (IANS) Three Islamic State (IS)
militants and an Iraqi soldier were killed in an
airstrike and a separate attack by IS militants in Iraq's
northern province of Kirkuk, security sources said.
A statement by Jabbar al-Taie, Commander of
Kirkuk Operations Command, said on Sunday that
Iraqi aircraft bombarded an IS hideout in the Altun
Kupri area north of the namesake provincial capital
Kirkuk, nearly 250 km north of Baghdad, leaving
three IS militants killed, Xinhua news agency reported.
In a separate incident, a soldier was killed and
another wounded when IS militants attacked an
army base in the Kolan area east of Kirkuk city, Maj.
Ihsan al-Baiyati from Kirkuk police told Xinhua.

Palestine slams US pressure on
UN over updating companies
operating in Israeli settlements
Ramallah, Dec 12 (IANS) Palestine has slammed
the US move to pressure the UN not to update its
list of companies operating in Israeli settlements in
the occupied Palestinian territories.
Palestinian Foreign Minister Riyad Al-Maliki told
"Voice of Palestine" that "the Palestinian leadership
rejects any US pressure on the UN and its operating
institutions".He added that his Ministry is working
to arrange a meeting with the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Turk, Xinhua news
agency reported.His remark came after US State
Department Spokesman Vedant Patel said on Friday that Washington "continued to oppose any action to update the list, and has raised concerns directly with the Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights".

B'desh asks banks to relax LC
margin rate for essential food
items
Dhaka, Dec 12 (IANS) In the wake of soaring inflation, the central bank of Bangladesh has instructed all the commercial banks in the country to
relax the opening margin rate for the settlement of
Letters of Credit (LC) against eight food items.
Bangladesh Bank said on Sunday in a circular
that the instruction is aimed at keeping the prices
of the food items within reach of consumers during
the upcoming Islamic holy month of Ramadan,
Xinhua news agency reported.The items are edible
oil, sugar, chickpeas, pulses, beans, onions, dates and
spices.The bank also fixed the opening margin rate
for the settlement of letters of credit at 75 per cent
in a bid to limit imports to save the depleting reserves of foreign currency.

Cyclone Mandous kills 3, affects
over 21,000 in Sri Lanka
Colombo, Dec 12 (IANS) Sri Lanka's Disaster Management Centre (DMC) said on Monday that three
people were killed and over 21,000 have been affected by the adverse weather conditions caused
by cyclone Mandous.
The DMC said 19 people were injured and those
affected belong to 6,113 families in 16 districts, adding that 5,639 houses in various parts of the island
country have been damaged, Xinhua news agency
reported.DMC Deputy Director Pradeep Kodippili
told media that they have already started assessing
the damage and those affected will be
compensated.The DMC said the effects of Mandous
have reduced greatly but still requested Sri Lankans
to take precautions.

Sweden sees deadliest year with Police discover 27 dead bodies of
foreigners in Zambian capital
60 deaths in shootings: Media
Stockholm, Dec 12
(IANS) With 60 people killed
in shootings in Sweden so
far this year, 2022 will become the deadliest year
since these statistics were
compiled in 2016, Swedish
Television (SVT) quoted police statistics.
"This year, we have seen
a massive increase," Magnus
Gerell, an associate professor and criminologist at
Malmo University, told SVT
on Sunday.
"It is an extremely high

number and a very large increase compared to recent
years. The development is
also driven by the fact that
more of the victims (of
shootings) die," Gerell said.
He added that the vast
majority of shootings happened in a criminal environment, and the modus operandi and the demographics
of criminal gangs had
changed over the years,
Xinhua news agency
reported."Today it is more
common that there is more

than one shooter and that
more shots are fired. It
seems as if the killings have
become more meticulously
planned, which leads to
more deaths," Gerell said.
"A trend we have seen
for quite a while is that the
victims and the shooters are
becoming younger. Today it
is often teenagers shooting
other teenagers."
He also added that research had shown that the
impact on society had become more severe.

Lusaka, Dec 12 (IANS)
Police in Lusaka, the Zambian capital, has discovered
27 dead bodies of suspected foreigners dumped
by unknown people, police
said.
The bodies of suspected
Ethiopians were discovered
in the early hours of Sunday
in the Ngwerere area on the
outskirts of the Zambian
capital after the police were
alerted by members of the
public.
Danny Mwale, the

Deputy Police Public Relations Officer, said in a statement that police have since
launched an investigation
into the matter while all the
27 bodies have been deposited in the mortuary at the
University Teaching Hospital, Xinhua news agency
reported.The police spokesperson added that apart
from the 27 dead bodies,
one surviving foreigner was
found gasping for life and is
currently receiving medical
attention at the hospital.
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Fisherman Darren Mckell was out with his wife Caroline and son Luke in the
early hours when they found the 'big lump' at Calshot beach, Hants, on Sunday
morning. 'Seeing the walrus was a double-take moment', 49 year old Mr Mckell
said. The fisherman and his family, from nearby Holbury, said he thought it was
a seal. As Thor rests and swims by the beach, members of the public have been
warned to stay away as Walruses are protected from disturbance under UK law.
British Divers Marine Life Rescue (BDLMR) are at the scene alongside coastguard,
with medics checking on the large mammal.
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LPL 2022: Jaffna Kings beat
Dambulla Aura by 51 runs

India's Big Bang to host IESF
Asia Open Esports
Championship
Mumbai, Dec 12 (IANS) The International
Esports Federation (IESF) has joined hands with
India's Big Bang Media Ventures (BBMVPL) to
launch the inaugural Asia Open Esports Championship (Asia Open) from January 30 to March 15
next year.
One of the biggest esports tournaments ever
held, the Asia Open shall see the participation of
close to 40 countries across Asia & the Middle East,
providing gamers with an unprecedented platform to compete and build communities internationally.
To be held online in its inaugural edition, the
event shall feature 4 leading esports titles including the immensely popular eFootball game, PES.
Committed to the principles of 'esports-for-all', the
Asia Open embraces every gamer by having three
skill-based categories; amateurs, mid-core, and
professionals.

Guinness World record holder
Sufiya Sufi all set to attempt
'The Fastest Run Across Qatar'

Two wickets from Mark Wood shortly before lunch on the fourth morning of an unbearably tense second
Test have given England a terrific chance of clinching a historic 2-0 win in Pakistan. Set 355 for an unlikely
victory - more than any team has ever successfully chased to win a Test in this country - Pakistan had reached
290 for five when Ben Stokes asked his fastest bowler to aim short. The move paid instant dividends. Having
added an apparently match-winning 80 for the sixth wicket with Saud Shakeel, Mohammad Nawaz gloved
one down the leg side and was easily caught by Ollie Pope for 45.

New Delhi, Dec 12 (IANS) Ultra-distance runner Sufiya Sufi is synonymous with taking challenges that go beyond human limits. After completing the Tribute Run this year where she paid
tribute to the Indian Army with her Siachen to
Kargil expedition, Sufiya is now set for her next
and first international expedition, 'Run Across
Qatar' -- south to north.
With the 'Run Across Qatar' challenge, the
Under-Armour athlete will attempt to clock the
Fastest Known Time to run across the nation as
well as raise awareness towards leading a healthy
lifestyle.
The 2-day expedition will begin at Abu Samra
on January 7, 2023, followed by Doha and conclude at Al Ruwais, on January 8, 2023. Covering
210+ kms on the expedition, Sufiya will pass
through the difficulties of running in a completely
new environment, battling through dry climatic
conditions, aiming to break the previous world
record by covering the distance in under 30 hours.

Playing in front of huge crowd is something to
cherish forever: Heather Graham
Mumbai, Dec 12 (IANS)
Despite Australia women's
unbeaten run across all formats this year coming to an
end in a super over defeat to
India in a thrilling second
T20I on Sunday, debutant
all-rounder Heather Graham
said she would remember
the opportunity to play in
front of a sell-out 45,238
crowd at DY Patil Stadium
for the rest of her lifetime.
Playing in her first T20I,
Heather took a crucial 3/22
in her four overs, taking out
Jemimah
Rodrigues,
Harmanpreet Kaur and
Deepti Sharma. Her impressive efforts with the ball also
included a 19th over that
went for just four runs
against the big-hitting Richa
Ghosh, in front of a sell-out
crowd, marking a huge moment for women's cricket
turnout in India.
"I'm not sure you can
compare it (to anything
else) to be honest. I think we
had about three or four
thousand max in (the crowd
in) the WBBL. I turned to
Phoebe Litchfield who was
debuting as well and I was
just like, 'this is insane'. And

FIFA World Cup: WC dream was
beautiful while it lasted, says
Ronaldo on Portugal's exit
Doha (Qatar), Dec 12 (IANS) Cristiano Ronaldo
has appeared to acknowledge that his dream of
winning the World Cup with Portugal is over after
the team's elimination from football's showpiece
tournament in Qatar.
Portugal were denied a berth in the semifinals
after they suffered a 1-0 quarterfinal loss to Morocco in Doha on Saturday."Winning a World Cup
for Portugal was the biggest and most ambitious
dream of my career," Ronaldo said in an Instagram
post on Sunday. "Fortunately, I won many titles of
international dimension, including for Portugal,
but putting the name of our country on the highest level in the world was my biggest
dream."Ronaldo started on the bench for the second consecutive match at Al Thumama stadium
after scoring just once -- a penalty against Ghana
-- in four outings at this World Cup.

we just soaked it all in. It's
incredible to be able to
come over and play in India
and get a crowd like that, it's
something I'm going to
cherish forever," said
Heather after the match
ended.
When captain Alyssa
Healy handed the ball to
Heather for the crucial Super
Over, the all-rounder
seemed confident in her
abilities owing to previous
experiences in the Women's
Big Bash League (WBBL).
"I wasn't expecting to
bowl the super over ... I
thought it might have been
(Megan Schutt) Shooter that
got the nod. But I'm pretty
fortunate that I've been able
to have experiences like that
in the WBBL. So I just relied
on that, and the fact that we
had the Power Surge as well
in the WBBL, that gave me a
lot more confidence in
myself."From the joy of putting up great efforts with the
ball in front of a vociferous
crowd, Heather was at the
receiving end of blitzkrieg
from Smriti Mandhana,
Richa
Ghosh,
and
Harmanpreet taking 20 runs

off her Super Over. Eventually, Australia fell short to
lost their first match in any
format since September
2021 and first T20I defeat
since March 2021.
"Unfortunately it didn't
come off. When I walked off
the field, I probably wanted
to cry to be completely honest, because I didn't execute
what I wanted. But I think on
any other day, if I execute,
then it's a completely differ-

ent game. So sometimes
you've just got to take it with
a pinch of salt and that's just
cricket for you," stated
Heather.With the five-match
series tied at 1-1, and three
matches left to be played in
Brabourne
Stadium,
Heather thinks the Australians will take huge learnings from the defeat as they
build up to defending their
T20 World Cup title in South
Africa next year.

CONMEBOL boss steps
up 2030 World Cup bid
Doha, Dec 12 (IANS)
South American football
chief
Alejandro
Dominguez on Sunday
urged FIFA to honor Pele
and Diego Maradona by
awarding hosting rights
for the 2030 World Cup to
the continent.
The joint South American proposal -- which includes Uruguay, Argentina, Chile and Paraguay -faces competition from a
European bid involving

Spain, Portugal and
Ukraine as well as a collaboration
between
Egypt, Greece and Saudi
Arabia, reports Xinhua
news agency.
"The question is for
FIFA - what do they plan to
do with the history created by Pele and later
Maradona?"
said
Dominguez, the head of
South American confederation CONMEBOL during an event in Doha.

Kandy (Sri Lanka), Dec
12 (IANS) Defending champions Jaffna Kings beat
Dambulla Aura by 51 runs in
a Lanka Premier League
(LPL) 2022 match at the
Pallekele International
Cricket Stadium, here on
Sunday.
Batting first, the Jaffna
Kings posted a mammoth
total of 240 for the loss of
four wickets. In reply,
Shevon Daniel and Jordan
Cox opened the innings for
Dambulla Aura. However,
Jordan was sent back to the
pavilion by Binura Fernando
for 5 runs.
Bhanuka Rajapaksa and
Shevon put up a 24-run
partnership before Shevon
was dismissed by Binura
Fernando. Bhanuka made
38 runs from 31 balls, which
included 5 boundaries.
Toward the end of the
innings, captain Dasun
Shanaka made a quickfire
44 from 23 balls.
His innings was laced
with four boundaries and
three sixes. Ravindu
Fernando was unbeaten at
19 from 13 balls. Dambulla

Aura fell short of the target
by 51 runs.
For Jaffna Kings, Binura
Fernando was the pick of
the bowlers as he scalped 422 from his allotted four
overs. On the other hand,
Suminda took two wickets,
Dhananjaya de Silva and
Dilshan Madushanka took
one wicket each.
Earlier, after winning the
toss, Dambulla Aura elected
to bowl first. For Jaffna Kings,
Rahmanullah Gurbaz played
a brilliant knock. He scored
a superb 73 runs from 35
balls. His innings included
seven boundaries and five
sixes.
Gurbaz was well supported
by
Avishka
Fernando, who made 54
runs from 30 balls. His innings was laced with six
boundaries and two sixes.
Shoaib Malik and Sadeera
Samarawickrama contributed with 32 and 38 not out
runs respectively.
For Dambulla Aura,
Lahiru Kumara picked 2-56,
while Pramod Madushan
and Dushan Hemantha
picked one wicket each.

'Al Hilm', the official match ball
of FIFA World Cup 2022 finals
Mumbai, Dec 12 (IANS)
Adidas on Monday unveiled
Al Hilm -- the official match
ball for the semifinals and
final of the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022.
Al Hilm, which translates
as "The Dream" in Arabic, follows on from the Official
Match Ball of the group
stages, Al Rihla, which translates as "The Journey".
Both balls feature the
same technology, engineered to support the highest game speeds as they
travel faster in flight than
any other World Cup ball. Al
Hilm is revealed with a
unique graphic design, befitting of an occasion as historic as the final matches of
a FIFA World Cup.
The design is set on a
textured gold base color
which features a subtle triangular pattern, drawing inspiration from the sparkling
deserts of the region that
surround the city, the color
of the FIFA World Cup trophy, and the pattern of the

Qatar flag. Bold red accents
complement the graphic,
reflecting both the generative architecture of Qatar,
and once again, the
country's flag.
The ball encapsulates its
namesake, Al Hilm -- "The
Dream", as it connects to the
twilight hours, where the
red sky meets the desert
sand at dusk -- a time when
dreams are set to come true
under the floodlights of the
Lusail Stadium -- the stage
for the Final.
"Al Hilm represents a
beacon of light on the
power of sport and football
to bring the world together.
Millions will tune in from almost every country around
the globe, united by their
passion for the game. We
wish all teams involved in
the final stages of the tournament the best of luck as
they compete on the largest
stage that football has to offer" said Nick Craggs, General Manager- Football,
adidas.
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Approval to GM Mustard pays way for
transformation of Indian agriculture
- Dr Shivendra Bajaj,
Executive Director,
Federation of Seed
Industry of India and
Alliance for Agri Innovation
The long-awaited approval of the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) to the GM Mustard has brought two good
news for India. First, the genetically modified variety of
mustard will help the country achieve self-sufficiency
in edible oils by boosting
overall productivity. Second,
it will facilitate the release of
a other crop varieties developed through genetic engineering. This would help us
attain food security and nutritional security in an expedited manner. The GEAC’s
landmark decision has approved a food crop for commercial release for the first
time.
India has so far allowed
commercial cultivation of
non-food Bt Cotton crop variety. The GM Mustard variety, known as Dhara Mustard Hybrid (DMH)-11, had

faced fierce opposition that
was purely based on unfounded and unscientific
reasons. Since the technical
body of the GEAC has approved it, the case of GM
Mustard appears vindicated,
clearly showing the edible
oil crop is safe for human
consumption and the environment.
The government of India too is quite positive
about the commercial release of GM Mustard. So the
green signal for the development of new and highyielding GM Mustard hybrids and seeds is expected
very soon.
GM Mustard is going to
be a gamechanger. It offers
the opportunity for development of hybrids with
higher yield, efficient use of
water and fertilisers, improved oil quality and disease resistance.While India's
domestic consumption of
edible oils has increased by
2.5-3 times since the 1990s,
the production however has
increased marginally . This
has made us rely heavily on

IDFC MF to Host Workshop for
Mutual Fund Distributors in A’bad
Ahmedabad, IDFC Mutual Fund announced a
workshop for mutual fund distributors (MFDs) on
Wednesday, December 14, 2022, at Hotel Nalanda,
Near Mithakali Circle, Ahmedabad at 10:30 a.m.
Broadly, the workshop will focus on understanding
market cycles while keeping pace with the changes
that are currently seen in the economy, how to manage the behavioral patterns of customers, executing
the right placement of the products depending on the
changes in the market, and stewarding the Investment
solutions as per the changing situations to make them
work in the investors’ favor. Irrespective of whether the
distributor is registered with IDFC Mutual Fund or not,
they can attend the workshop. Interested Mutual Fund
Distributors can reach out to the IDFC Mutual Fund
branch office in Ahmedabad to register themselves
for the workshop.
The session will focus on Equity Bazaar, an interactive game-based approach to help mutual fund distributors appreciate the various aspects of Factor Investing. This program will highlight key concepts under each factor. The framework aids in understanding
the interplay and impact of investment choices on
returns. Mutual Fund Distributors can expect to learn
about four different investment styles of alpha creation – Valuation, Allocation, Sector Rotation, and
Momentum.

imports to meet our domestic demand. We have imported around 13.35 million
tonnes of edible oils in
2020-21.
Mustard oil is the widely
consumed edible oil in India.
The average output of mustard is 1,000-1,300 kgs per
hectare, which is quite less
compared to over 2,000 kgs
in other countries such as
Australia, China, and Canada
where GM hybrids are cultivated. We need to increase
the production of edible oil
seeds by 20 million tonnes
in the next five-six years.
Experiments conducted
under the Indian Council of
Agriculture Research’s
(ICAR) supervision showed
the GM Mustard variety
DHM-11 has an output advantage of 29-37 percent.
This can help farmers enhance their farm income
and will encourage more
farmers to cultivate mustard,
which will boost the edible
oil production. Higher production will lead to reduction of oil imports and make
us self-sufficient gradually.

Samsung Galaxy
S23 series to
feature 8K 30fps
video recording
San Francisco, Dec 12
(IANS) Tech giant Samsung's
upcoming next-generation
flagship smartphone series,
Galaxy S23, will reportedly
feature 8K 30fps video
recording.Previously, it was
rumoured that the Galaxy
S23 series is likely to feature
Chip-maker Qualcomm's
third-generation ultrasonic
fingerprint scanner.
It is still unclear whether
it will feature the same 3D
Sonic
Max
sensor
Qualcomm debuted earlier
this year or a completely different fingerprint scanner.
Meanwhile, Samsung's
executive revealed that the
S23 series will be launched
at the Unpacked event
which is scheduled for the
first week of February next
year.

Pearl Precision Products secures
patent for “Method and system
for Pipe insert structure”

New Delhi, Pearl Precision Products Pvt ltd, the largest
company in India to manufacture PTMT taps and a leading
name in Sanitary Ware and Bathroom Accessories has today announced that the company has been granted a
patent for “Method and system for Pipe insert structure.”
Awarded recently by Government of India the new
patent will allow the company to use SS-304 INSERT fitted
PTMT taps for their customers which would be much sturdier and durable. The company is committed to provide
super strong and reliable products to their customers, off
late it has been seen that thread of taps tends to break when
bit extra force is applied and to overcome this the company was working rigorously from last 5 years and pleased
to finally received the patent. “The significance of this
unique patent is that you’re automatically assured that our
PTMT taps are much stronger and durable to use from other
products,” explained Mr. Naresh Kumar Garg, Chairman &
Managing Director, Pearl Precision Products Pvt Ltd, “The
end result is that performance is improved drastically.”
Pearl Precision Products Pvt Ltd is known for its elegant
& affordable range of products and manufactures top-ofthe-line Cisterns, Seat Covers, Cabinets, P.T.M.T. Taps, Connection Pipes, Kitchen Sinks and Bathroom Accessories.
Apart from this varied product range, the company is looking to add a wider product portfolio in near future.
The company has a network of more than 20,000 dealers and 750+ distributors across the length and breadth of
the country and has been able to successfully expand its
product range to Middle East & South Asia regions like UAE,
Nepal and Bangladesh. A perfect combination of technology and innovation, Pearl products have been rigorously
tested for durability and are identified with Quality, Reliability and Performance.

Celebrate joy of gifting
with Amazon.in’s
Christmas Shopping Store

Mumbai, Get your Secret
Santa lists ready and spread
the Christmas cheer by fulfilling shopping needs and
wish lists for you and your
loved ones with the specially curated ‘Christmas
Store’on Amazon.in. The
store brings together a host
of deals and offers on a wide
selection of products across
categories ranging from
Christmas décor, gift sets,
party
essentials,
smartphones, electronics,
groceries & household essentials, home décor, electronics, accessories, Amazon
devices, fashion, and beauty
essentialsand much more.
The store is live till 25th December 2022.
The specially curated
‘Christmas Store’ on

Amazon.in is designed to
spread joy and be the onestop shop for customers to
fulfill all their shopping and
gifting
needs
from
thecomfort of their homes.
Customers can shop from
beloved brands such
asHimalaya,The
Whole
Truth, Ferrero Rocher,
Hersheys, Dukes, Bakers
Dozen, BevzillaSamsung,
OnePlus, Sony, GIVA,
Happilo, Redmi, Borosil,
Bajaj, and many more.
Customers can also use
their voice to access the
‘Christmas Store’ using
Alexa on the Amazon shopping app (Android only). Users can tap the mic icon on
the app and say – “Alexa, go
to Christmas Store” and land
directly on the store.
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The Expressionist: The first-ever BMW XM

New Delhi, As BMW M
GmbH’s 50th anniversary
celebrations continue, it
brings high performance
like never experienced before. The first-ever XM is the
first standalone M model
since the BMW M1. Like the
legendary mid-engined
sports car M1, the XM has
been developed fully independently, with no conceptual baseline to be found in
the BMW model range.
The first-ever BMW XM
exudes emotional potency
beyond traditional norms
and conventions. A unique
vehicle concept, it wraps up
various elements of an innovative drive system, highperformance technology in
a head-turning design.
Mr. Vikram Pawah, BMW
Group India said, “Driven by
motorsport, the BMW M automobiles have lived up to
the highest standards of
agility, dynamics and power.
Powerful engines combined
with an expressive design,

exude passion in every
single aspect of these highperformance automobiles.
A new era is beginning, an
era of emotion, electrification and powerful technologies. Our very own interpretation of an expressive
lifestyle is shaping BMW M
in the future. A “BMW M
only” creation, the first-ever

BMW XM is an extravagant
statement at the heart of the
luxury segment. It has a
resolutely unique identity
like no other model in the
BMW line-up. It has the best
combination of electric
power from BMW eDrive,
the superior handling of
xDrive and the uncontested
high-performance of M.

With upskilling opportunity and additional income provided
by Flipkart, Kirana partners in Gujarat shine bright
Mumbai, Afzal Shah, a father of 3, hails from Surat,
the land of his forefathers.
Back in the day, Afzal
worked as a … at a multinational company, but as luck
would have it, he had to
leave his job due to unforeseen circumstances. A man
of grit, Afzal, decided not to
give up and took a dive into
selling batteries, after leaving his job, and was eventually driven to start his own
food-business. However,
both his endeavors eventually reached a dead-end. A
few years ago, Afzal found a
ray of hope when he discovered a chance to work as a
kirana delivery partner with
Flipkart, after being advised
by a friend.
Reminiscing about his
journey with Flipkart, Afzal
said, “It has been a great
journey with Flipkart. My life
has drastically improved. After my food company business failed, a friend suggested I join Flipkart as its
Kirana delivery partner, and
that was the best advice I

ever got. Everything worked
out for the best; I can now
send all of my children to a
reputed English-medium
school. My son is in the eleventh grade, and although
his educational costs are
substantial, I am able to
cover them fully, which as a
father makes me feel really
proud and happy.”
Soon after joining hands
with Flipkart, Afzal began
making an average of Rs.
25,000 each month. Every
year during Flipkart’s annual
flagship event the Big Billion
Days, his income doubles
and he manages to earn
about Rs. 40,000 in just one
week. This helps him in not
only meeting his daily expenses but it also enables
him to lead a happy and fulfilled life as he provides his
family with the kind of
lifestyle he had always desired.
Speaking about his
long-held dreams, Afzal said,
“Despite the fact that I only
finished the 12th grade of
my schooling, I am deter-

mined to provide my children the best education
possible.
Another such inspiring
story is of, Vikas Gupta who
is an ambitious and
hardworking young man
from Surat, the commercial
capital of Gujarat. As the
youngest member in the
family of 4, he was a pampered child who always got
his wishes granted as compared to his older sibling. His
father, who works as a compounder at a government
hospital, always encouraged
him to do what he really
wanted. When it came to
education, he was given the
liberty to choose a course of
his own choice, so after completing 10th grade, he pursued ITA and had a career
planned out for him. But as
luck would have it, securing
a decent job was next to impossible due to high competition in the field. It was the
disappointment of not finding a job that made him realize his true calling towards
owning his own business.
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Ahmedabad gets smarter with HOHM- Smart
automation solution by Polycab India Ltd.

Ahmedabad, Giving
homes an intelligence of
their
own
has
revolutionised living spaces
across the world. With this
concept, India’s leading
electrical goods company,
Polycab India Limited (PIL),
today launched HOHM –
Smart Automation Solution
showroom in Ahmedabad.
With Hohm smart automation solutions, control your
The HOHM showroom
will be a one-stop destination to experience smart
automation along with
other Polycab’s innovative
products. The showroom

was inaugurated by Mr.
Bharat Jaisinghani, Executive Director and Mr. Nilesh
Malani – President and Chief
Marketing Officer - Polycab
India Ltd. HOHM Smart Automation Solution from the
house of Polycab India Ltd.
which empowers modernday consumers with an
evolved lifestyle enthralled
by the integrated aspects of
aesthetic, increased energy
efficiency, and insightful
home management - all
combined into one, over a
connected environment.
HOHM’s competence spans
from Lighting Controls to

Twitter selling espresso machine,
office bar fridge; bids start at $25
San Francisco, Dec 10
(IANS) After Elon Musk revealed that Twitter spends
$13 million a year on food
service at its San Francisco
headquarters, the company
is selling at least 265 kitchen
appliances and office furniture online, and the bidding
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starts at just $25.
However, there is no
“sink” on the auction block
as that had been taken away
by Musk the day he acquired Twitter. The two-day
Twitter auction of kitchen
equipment, electronics, furniture, memorabilia and
more will start on January
17 on the Heritage Global
Partners’ website. “Twitter:
Online Auction Sale Featuring Surplus Corporate Office
Assets of Twitter! Sale Featuring Kitchen Equipment,
Electronics,
Furniture,
Memorabilia & More!” read
the information.
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Air-Conditioning Controls,
Smart Touch Panels, Safety
and Security and AV Controls. Users can have a
customised experience of
these products using a
HOHM mobile app or voice
control. The launch of
HOHM showroom in
Ahmedabad is in line with
Polycab’s focus to offer an
experiential proposition to
users and value chain partners such as Architects, Interior Designers and Electrical
Consultants. Speaking at
the
launch,
Bharat
Jaisinghani, Executive Director, Polycab India said, “The
needs of consumers have
transitioned to attain more
sophistication and smart
quotient. This conventional
approach of product features-driven pursuit no
longer finds appeal and the
preference rather is to have
an enriched experience that
eventually leads to a higherorder lifestyle.

Paytm lending business at annualised run rate
of $4.8 bn, disburses 6.8 mn loans in Oct, Nov
New Delhi, Dec 12 (IANS)
As the Indian digital payments and financial services
leader Paytm continues to
show strong growth, the
company on Monday
shared an exchange filing
about its operating metrics
for October and November.
The
company's
annualised run rate for the
loan distribution business is
now Rs 39,000 crore ($4.8
billion.)
In the two months,
Paytm has distributed 6.8
million loans (y-o-y growth
of 150 per cent), aggregating to loan disbursements
of Rs 6,292 Cr ($774 million,
y-o-y growth of 374 per
cent).
"We see a significant
growth runway given low
current penetration, while
we continue to work with

our partners to remain focused on the quality of the
book," said the company in
its exchange filing.
The company's leadership in offline payments
strengthens with mer-

chants paying subscriptions
for payment devices exceeding 5.5 million. "With
our subscription as a service
model, the strong adoption
of devices drives higher
payment volumes and subscription revenues, while increasing the funnel for our
merchant loan distribution,"
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BharatPe CEO enjoying life with
money I raised but fails to grow
company: Ashneer
New Delhi, Dec 12 (IANS) Despite Delhi High
Court's order to restrain from making defamatory
statements against the company and its executives
amid the ongoing Rs 88.6 crore fraud case, former
BharatPe Co-founder and Managing Director
Ashneer Grover on Monday took a serious dig at
CEO Suhail Sameer, saying the CEO allegedly spent
money on personal expenditures that he raised, but
is unable to help the fintech firm grow.
In a tweet, Grover alleged that Sameer allegedly
spent money raised by him to travel to Australia for
the recently-concluded T20 World Cup.
"Suhail (CEO) -- bahut aish kar li Ashneer ke
raised funds pe. Ladkiya bhi ghuma li Australia. Par
hai to hum nalle - hiring, product, tech, UNITY bank,
PA license, mkt share -- kuchh nahi hil raha humse.
Kya karenge? (Had a gala time with money Ashneer
raised in Australia but I am unable to help the company on the hiring, product, tech UNITY Bank, payment aggregator (PA) license and market share
fronts, what to do?)", tweeted Grover.

San Francisco, Dec 12 (IANS) Twitter CEO Elon
Musk has confirmed that the micro-blogging platform will increase the tweet character limit from 280
to 4,000. It all started when a user asked Musk, "Elon
is it true that Twitter is set to increase the characters
from 280 to 4000?"To this Musk replied, "Yes".Several
users expressed their thoughts on Musk's post.
While one user said, "It would be a big mistake.
Twitter's purpose is to provide fast news. If this happens, a lot of real information is lost," another commented, "4000? That's an essay, not a tweet."
On the other hand, Twitter on Sunday started to
roll out 'Community Notes' to all users globally.
According to the company, "Community Notes
aim to create a better informed world by empowering people on Twitter to collaboratively add context
to potentially misleading Tweets.""Contributors can
leave notes on any Tweet and if enough contributors from different points of view rate that note as
helpful, the note will be publicly shown on a Tweet,"
it added. Meanwhile, Musk on Monday called all the
bots on the micro-blogging platform to attack
him.He wrote, "Calling all bots & spams. Please attack me!"
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Twitter to increase 280
character limit to 4,000, says
Musk
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said the company.
The usage of Paytm Super App has also hit another
high as the company said its
average monthly transacting users (MTU) is at 84 million for the two months
ended November 2022, up
33 per cent y-o-y .
This consumer and merchant ecosystem has led the
company to amass merchant payment volumes
(GMV) for the two months
ended November 2022 at Rs
2.28 lakh crore ($28 billion),
y-o-y growth of 37 per cent.
Paytm has been in the
news for its proposed
buyback. The company's
board will be meeting on
December 13 to discuss the
plan, and only after an approval will Paytm share
more details with the exchanges.
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Amazon to end support for 3rdparty healthcare Alexa skills
San Francisco, Dec 10 (IANS) Amazon is ending
support for third-party healthcare Alexa skills that
allow users to ask the virtual assistant for booking a
doctor’s appointment, accessing hospital post-discharge instructions, checking on the status of a prescription delivery and more.
The Alexa healthcare programme allowed patients to share Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA)-protected information with
healthcare organisations through Alexa, reports
Voicebot.ai.
The invite-only programme was first launched
in 2019 for select developers.
“There was no advance warning, just the email
today,” a developer that created an Alexa skill with
personal data governed under the HIPAA guidelines
was quoted as saying.
According to the company, it regularly reviews
“experiences to ensure we are investing in services
that will delight customers”.“We are continuing to
invest heavily in developing healthcare experiences
with first and third-party developers, including Alexa
Smart Properties for Healthcare,” said Amazon.

Wearing masks for longer time
can even hamper cognitive
performance
Sydney, Dec 10 (IANS) Wearing a face mask can
temporarily disrupt decision-making in some situations, hampering cognitive performance in certain
sports, and professions like language interpreters,
performers, waiters and teachers, a new study has
revealed.The University of Queensland (UQ) research, published in Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences,
analysed almost three
million chess moves
played by more than
8,000 people in 18
countries before and
during the pandemic.
It found wearing a
mask substantially reduced the average
quality of player decisions.
“The decrease in
performance was due to the annoyance caused by
the masks rather than a physiological mechanism,
but people adapted to the distraction over time,”
said Dr David Smerdon from UQ’s School of
Economics.The data showed masks were more likely
to decrease performance in situations where there
was a demanding mental task with a high working
memory load.“This is something to keep in mind for
occupations in the STEM fields of science, technology, engineering and mathematics as well as other
professions that demand a high level of working
memory such as language interpreters, performers,
waiters and teachers,” Smerdon added.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Under the Instructions provided by my client I by way of
this public notice inviting all kinds of objections whatsoever
within period of 7 days from the publication of this notice in
writing supported by evidence with in respect to the
immovable property bearing Office/Unit No. 401 to 410 in the
scheme known as "Maradia Plaza" constructed on NonAgricultural land bearing City Survey No. 3764 & 3765 included
in Town Planning Scheme No. 3 allotted Final Plot No. 425/1 &
425/2 situated, lying & being at Mouje: Changispur Taluka:
Sabarmati Registration District Ahmedabad & Sub District
Ahmedabad-03 (Memnagar) belonging to PAWAN ANILBHAI
GANDHI & POOJA ANILBHAI GANDHI,
(1) Share Certificate No. 41 dated 31.03.1994 of Office/Unit
No. 401;
(2) Share Certificate No. 39 of Office/Unit No. 402;
(3) Share Certificate No. 17 of Office/Unit No. 403, 404, 406 & 408;
(4) Share Certificate No. 38 of Office/Unit No. 403, 404, 406 & 408;
(5) Share Certificate No. 39 of Office/Unit No. 405, 407 & 409;
(6) Share Certificate No. 37 of Office/Unit No. 410 are
misplaced and not traceable, and therefore society has
issued
(1) Duplicate Share Certificate No. 55 dated 01.12.2012 of
Office/Unit No. 401;
(2) Duplicate Share Certificate No. 57 dated 01.12.2012 of
Office/Unit No. 402;
(3) Duplicate Share Certificate No. 68 dated 15.12.2012 of
Office/Unit No. 403, 404, 406 & 408;
(4) Duplicate Share Certificate No. 56 dated 15.12.2012 of
Office/Unit No. 403, 404, 406 & 408;
(5) Duplicate Share Certificate dated 01.12.2012 of Office/
Unit No. 405, 407 & 409;
(6) Duplicate Share Certificate No. 58 dated 01.12.2012 of
Office/Unit No. 410
Therefore if any persons, party or institution., having
interest, right, lien charges etc., of whatsoever nature in the
said property then produced Written and Certified proof. Any
Failure therefore has objection on giving the title opinion on
the above property shall be issued and any objection
whatsoever shall not be entertained after 7 days.

Place : Ahmedabad

Roblox to let users import
contacts & add recommended
friends
San Francisco, Dec 10 (IANS) Gaming platform
Roblox has introduced two new features ‘Contact
Importer’ and ‘Friend Recommendations’, to make
it easier for players to find and connect with friends
on the platform. Roblox has taken steps to carefully
test the new features over time to ensure a safe and
high-quality experience for its community, the platform said in a blogpost. With the ‘Contact Importer’
feature, players can easily find and connect with
their real-life friends by uploading contacts from
their phones.
To make it more easier, this feature uses the same
contact names as it is saved within users’ devices,
so that they can quickly recognise their friends on
the platform. Contact Importer will begin start rolling out to players who are at least 13 years old.
Whereas, the ‘Friend Recommendations’ feature
provides users a list of suggested people they might
know and want to connect with on Roblox.
This feature is present on the home page and
users who are at least 13 years old can easily review
these suggestions and add friends directly.
In September, the gaming platform had detailed
its vision to foray into the metaverse, revealing more
plans towards social gaming to top 3D artists, programmers, builders and content creators.—IANS

Advocate Santosh Thakrar
A-901, Neelkanth Elegance,
Radio- Mirchi Tower Road,
Satellite, Vejalpur,
Ahmedabad-380051.

CMYK

Ahmedabad, Page 7

CMYK

8

AHMEDABAD TUESDAY 13/12/2022

National

YSRCP raises instant loan
app fraud issue in RS

News

in a Nutshell

Govt to seek Parliament's nod
for additional expenses for
current fiscal
New Delhi, Dec 12 (IANS) The Government will
on Monday seek Parliament's approval for discussion and voting on supplementary demands for
grants for the current fiscal.It will also seek approval
for discussion and voting for excess grants for 201920.Newly-elected member from Mainpuri, Dimple
Yadav will take oath in the Lok Sabha.
BJP MP P.P. Chaudhary will present the report of
the standing committee on External Affairs in the
lower house on the subject "India's Soft Power and
Cultural Diplomacy: Prospects & Limitations".BJP
MP Rama Devi will present in the lower house, four
reports of the standing committee on social justice
(Nos. 38-41).

Maha ex-minister Anil
Deshmukh gets bail after 13
months jail
Mumbai, Dec 12 (IANS) The Bombay High Court
granted conditional bail of Rs 1,00,000 to former
Maharashtra Minister Anil Deshmukh after he spent
nearly 13 months in jail custody in alleged corruption cases, here on Monday.
A senior Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
Leader, Deshmukh, 74, was nabbed early on November 2, 2021 in alleged corruption and money-laundering cases being probed by the Central Bureau
of Investigations and later the Enforcement
Directorate.Justice M.S. Karnik, who had reserved
his order on December 8, pronounced the verdict.
Last month, the high court had granted him bail
in the ED money-laundering case, but the CBI Special Court had rejected his bail plea, which
Deshmukh challenged in the high court.

PHCs in UP to have telemedicine
facilities soon: CM
Lucknow, Dec 12 (IANS) Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has said that all primary health
centres (PHCs) in the state will be equipped with
ultramodern facilities like tele-consultancy and
telemedicine soon.
They will be linked with all medical colleges, district hospitals of the state as well as Sanjay Gandhi
Postgraduate Institute of Medical Sciences (SGPGI)
and King George's Medical University (KGMU), he
added on Sunday."Health services must be linked
with technology. Over 4,600 PHCs of the state will
be linked with all medical colleges, district hospitals of the state as well as SGPGI and KGMU. For this,
health workers of the state will also be specially
trained," he said.
"We are installing health ATMs at all primary
health centres for telemedicine. Over 4,600 primary
health centres of the state will be connected with
health ATMs, which will provide the facility of testing 60 types of diseases at a single centre.

A marching contingent of home guards during the parade commemorating the Home Guards Raising Day
at Uttar Pradesh Home Guard Headquarters, in Lucknow on Monday.UNI

Pravrajika Bhaktiprana, 4th president of
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission dies at 102
Kolkata, Dec 12 (IANS)
Pravrajika Bhaktiprana, the
fourth president of the Sri
Sarada
Math
and
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission, died at a hospital run
by the mission late Sunday
night. She was 102.
Her mortal remains are
being taken to Sarada Math
on Monday morning, where
her followers will pay their
last tribute to the departed
soul.
Bhaktiprana was dedicated to women education
& empowerment and service to the society and humanity.
According to information given by the mission
officials,
Pravrajika
Bhaktiprana was admitted
to the Ramakrishna Mission
Seva Pratishthan, the mission- run hospital in South
Kolkata on December 7.
On Sunday night only,
first her mortal remains
were
brought
to
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Matri Bhavan Hospital,
an exclusive maternity hospital run by the mission,
where she had served for
several years as the secretary before assuming the
chair of the president of the
Sri Sarada Math and
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission. During her tenure,

Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Matri Bhavan Hospital
was upgraded as a 100- bed
maternity hospital with
modern facilities and technologies.
It was learnt that
Pravrajika Bhaktiprana was
admitted to the hospital after she complained of high
fever and lung infection. She
was admitted to the ICU of
Ramakrishna Mission Seva
Pratishthan.
Popular as "Boro Ma"
among the fellow monks
and nuns of the mission as
well as the millions of devotees, Pravrajika Bhaktiprana
assumed the chair of the 4th
president of the Sri Sarada
Math and Ramakrishna
Sarada Mission in April 2009.
She was born in Kolkata
in 1920.
Her pre- monastic name
was Kalyani Banerjee. Since
her childhood she was attracted towards spiritual activities, which prompted
her to associate herself with
the activities of Sri Sarada
Math and Ramakrishna
Sarada Mission.
After completing her
schooling from Shri Shri
Saradeswari Ashram, she
did her course on nursing
and in 1950 joined the
Ramakrishna Sarada Mission Matri Bhavan Hospital

as a nursing assistant.In
1959 she dedicated herself
as a nun of the mission and
took her monastic oath from
chief of Ramakrishna Math
& Ramakrishna Mission,
Swami Shankarananda.
There started her long journey of dedicated service towards society and humanity.
Her followers remember
her as a nun who dedicated
every moment of her life
thinking and serving those
coming from the poor and
backward sections.--IANS

Delhi HC issues notice to police on
bail plea of conman Sukesh's wife
New Delhi, Dec 12 (IANS)
The Delhi High Court on
Monday issued a notice to
the police on a bail plea filed
by Leena Maria Paulose, wife
of
conman
Sukesh
Chandrashekhar in connection with the Rs 200 crore
money laundering case.
Paulose had moved the
HC on December 10 seeking
bail in the case registered by
the Economic Offence Wing
(EOW) of Delhi Police.
A single-judge bench
Justice Dinesh Kumar
Sharma asked the police to
file a response within six
weeks' time while listing the

Newly elected Samajwadi Party MP Dimple Yadav with husband Akhilesh
Yadav and other party MPs arriving to take oath at Parliament House during the
Winter Session in New Delhi on Monday. UNI

Interstate drug syndicate busted, 3 held,
over 22 kgs
cannabis recovered
the active drug peddlers in Rajkumar disclosed that he

New Delhi, Dec 12 (IANS)
With the arrest of three
people, the Delhi Police on
Monday claimed to have
busted an interstate drug
syndicate involved in supplying
narcotics
contrabands in Delhi and its
peripherals.
The accused have been
identified as Veer Singh, a
resident of Bharatpur in
Rajasthan, Rajendra and
Rajkumar, both residents of
Bhim Basti in South Delhi.
"To curb the sale of contraband in the area of
Southeast district, a police
team was constituted to nab

Sena MP raises
AIIMS cyber
attack issue in
RS
New Delhi, Dec 12 (IANS)
Shiv Sena MP Priyanka
Chaturvedi raised the issue
of AIIMS cyber attack which
had crippled the services of
the premier medical
institute.Chaturvedi said
that this was a serious threat
to the country as future wars
will be fought in the cyber
world.The server facilities at
the main building of All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) here resumed
on December 6, two weeks
after being hit by a
ransomware attack.

the area of Southeast District. On December 8, acting
on a tip-off, arrested Veer
from Madanpur Khadar
area. On checking his bags,
about 22.400 kg of cannabis
was recovered," said Esha
Pandey, the Deputy Commissioner
of
Police
(southeast).Further on
Veer's instance, his associates namely Rajendra and
Rajkumar were also nabbed
from Bhim Basti in South
Delhi. They both used to
help Veer in supplying psychotropic substances.
"On
interrogation,

was influenced by one of
the drug peddlers active in
South Delhi who used to
bring ganja from Orissa. As
he was not earning enough
from his tea stall, he thought
drug peddling was an easy
way to earn quick money,"
said the official.Rajendra
came in contact with
Rajkumar and started supplying psychotropic substances in Delhi with
him."Rajendra is brother-inlaw of Veer and he encouraged Veer to get involved in
drug peddling from Orissa
and Andhra Pradesh.

years and is one of the rising stars of the party in Tamil
Nadu.
A senior leader of the
DMK, who does not want to
be named, told IANS that
the young leader will be
sworn-in on December 14.
He is likely to be inducted as
a minister for Rural Development
and
special
programme implementation.
The young scion of the
Karunanidhi family is also
likely to get the portfolio of
Youth and Sports affairs
given the priority Tamil
Nadu is providing to sports

New Delhi, Dec 12 (IANS)
Congress MP Manish Tewari
has given adjournment notice in the Lok Sabha on judiciary-Collegium issue.
The issue is at the centre
of a row following statements from various quarters.Tewari has sought a discussion on the issue.
"That this House do suspend Zero Hour and relevant rules relating to Question Hour and other businesses of the day to have a
discussion on the confrontation with the judiciary

garding a man admitted
with gunshot wound and
medico-legal case from
Batra Hospital was received
following which a police
team was dispatched.
"During enquiry, a statement of Suresh Chand was
recorded.The victim alleged
that on December 11, at
about 9:30 p.m, when he
was returning home after
attending a death ritual in B
Block of Dakshinpuri, he saw
a stampede of about 5-6
boys or more near his home
and also heard a gunshot
noise," said the official

New Delhi, Dec 12 (IANS)
The Delhi High Court on
Monday granted time to
Delhi Golf Club to place on
record the latest amended
bylaws on a plea filed by a
Khasi tribe woman challenging the Club's decision
to ask her to leave the club
due to her attire.On December 5, counsel for the club

had submitted that an apology had been given to the
woman. Responding to that,
counsel for the woman, Senior Advocate Vrinda Grover
had contended that the affidavit submitted by them
said that they have not
apologised.
Counsel for the club had
said that he has been en-

'3,000 raids on oppn leaders',
says AAP's Sanjay Singh in RS
New Delhi, Dec 12 (IANS)
AAP's Rajya Sabha member
Sanjay Singh on Monday
raised the issue of raids at
the promises linked to opposition leaders by the Enforcement Directorate (ED).
The AAP MP alleged that

development.
While Udhayanidhi nor
Stalin did not confirm his
induction into the cabinet,
the decision has already
been taken by the party's
high power committee and
the swearing-in is likely to
take place on December 14.
There has been a continuous demand from the
close associates of the Chief
Minister to induct him into
the cabinet. However,
Udhayanidhi had some
commitments in the movie
industry and, hence, had
himself delayed joining his
father's government.

3,000 such raids have been
conducted. He alleged that
the government agencies
were deliberately harassing
the opposition. The treasury
benches raised strong objections, the chair Jagdeep
Dhankhar said that the allegations should be authenticated.
Leader of Opposition,
Mallikarjun Kharge, said that
"the facts were mentioned
in various Parliament replies
and news reports and the
members should not be
forced to give proof much
like the Prime Minister when
he says that two crore jobs
have been provided... which
is taken as the proof..."
Dhankhar said that any
allegations not authenticated will have consequences. He will meet floor
leaders on Tuesday on the
issue of authentication.
Leader of the House,
Piyush Goyal said that the
opposition has a habit of
levelling allegations.
AAP's Sanjay Singh said
that the opposition leaders
were being put in jail.
CMYK

brought to the fore by recent statements made by
various Government and
constitutional functionaries,
including the Hon'ble Law
Minister. Such statements
prima facie undermine the
faith in the highest court of
judicature in our country
and the justice system in
general."
"The judicial system runs
on the faith people repose
in the decision making process of the judiciary. This
takes us on a dangerous
path where Courts could

lose their legitimacy. Judges
of the Hon'ble Supreme
Court were constrained to
discuss these comments in
open court."The rule of law
can never be sustained in
such a scenario. More particularly, this has led to a
stalling of appointments of
judges to the Supreme
Court and the High Courts,"
the notice said.The notice
also said that the Supreme
Court has a vacancy of
seven judges and more than
380 vacancies exist in various High Courts.

Fugitive member of Rohit
Chaudhary gang held in Delhi
New Delhi, Dec 12
(IANS) A member of infamous Rohit Chaudhary
gang, who was wanted in
an attempt to murder
case, was nabbed from
South Delhi's Dakshinpuri
area, an official said on
Monday.
The police said that he
is also found previously involved in more than four
cases including murder
and arms act registered
across the city.
Recently, in September, Lala had fired upon a
man outside his house in

Delhi's Sangam Vihar area.
He had gone there with
some boys on 7-8 bikes,
however, some of the accused were arrested in the
case later while Lala was
on the run.
According to Chandan
Chowdhary, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(South), on December 12,
specific inputs were received that absconding
wanted criminal in
Sangam Vihar firing case,
would
come
in
Dakshinpuri area to meet
his associate.

India largest 'connected' nation with over 800
mn broadband users: Rajeev Chandrasekhar
New Delhi, Dec 12 (IANS)
India has become the largest 'connected' nation in the
world with 800 million users,
Union Minister of State for
Electronics and IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar has said.
Speaking at the India
Internet Governance Forum
2022 (IIGF2022), the minister said that 5G and the largest rural broadband connectivity network project at
BharatNet will have 1.2 billion Indian users constituting the single largest presence of the global internet.
"We also expect further
technological innovations

HC grants time to Delhi Golf Club to place on record
amended bylaws on plea by Khasi tribe woman

'Chinnavar' Udhayanidhi to be inducted
in Stalin cabinet soon: Sources
Chennai, Dec 12 (IANS)
Udhayanidhi Stalin, cine actor-turned politician and
son of Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin is likely to be inducted
into his father's cabinet on
December 14.
IANS had reported on
November
29
that
Udhayanidhi Stalin, fondly
known as 'Chinnavar' in the
party circles, was likely to be
inducted into Stalin cabinet
soon.
Udhayanidhi, who is an
MLA from the Chepauk Assembly constituency has
been active in the DMK
youth wing for the past few

matter for the next hearing
in January 2023.
The EOW had registered
an
FIR
against
Chandrashekhar last year.
It filed a charge sheet
naming 14 accused, including
Chandrashekhar,
Paulose, and others under
various sections of IPC and
provisions
of
the
Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA).Chandrashekhar
had allegedly defrauded the
spouses of former promoters of Ranbaxy, Shivinder
Singh and Malvinder Singh
of Rs 200 crore.

for extorting money from
people through instant loan
applications, an official said
on Wednesday.
The accused have been
identified as Chinese national Yu Zhang, the mastermind behind the extortion
racket and Vineet Jhaver, a
resident of Haryana.
The police said that so
far more than Rs 150 crore
have been siphoned off
through accounts provided
by Vineet and Zhang.
In August this year, the
IFSO unit had busted various modules of instant loan
applications having a Chinese connection, and arrested 22 people for allegedly siphoning off Rs 500
crore to China by the hawala
route or by investing in
cryptocurrency.

Manish Tewari gives adjournment notice
in LS on confrontation with judiciary

Man shot at by group of
men in South Delhi
New Delhi, Dec 12 (IANS)
A 49-year-old man was shot
at by a group of people in
South Delhi's Dakshinpuri
area, said an official on Monday.
The incident occurred
on Sunday night. The injured has been identified as
Suresh Chand, a resident of
Dakshinpuri, who was
treated at Batra hospital and
later sent to home after the
treatment.
According to a senior
police official, on the intervening night of Sunday and
Monday, an information re-

New Delhi, Dec 12 (IANS)
YSRCP member Vijay Sai
Reddy raised the issue of instant loan app fraud operated by Chinese companies
in India.
Reddy said, "The instant
loan app threatens to leak
sensitive information and
the government should
take note of this as most of
the apps are operated by
Chinese companies. "
He said the police arrested only the Indian
agents and the companies
were operating from China,
and were also working without permission of the RBI.
Last month the Intelligence Fusion & Strategic
Operations (IFSO) Unit of
Delhi Police's Special Cell
arrested two persons, including a Chinese national

gaged in the matter and will
seek instructions as there
were issues with maintainability as well.However,
Monday, the Club's counsel
submitted that one apology
has already been given.
Adv Grover contended
that it was not an apology
and they were saying that it
was a mistake of an employee, but the employee
has followed their bylaws,
and it is written in there.
Counsel for the Club
submitted that the bylaws
have been amended in
2017.The court has listed
the matter for further hearing on December 20.

as well as updated regulatory policies to remain relevant. The deep involvement by all stakeholders will
be the third leg of this 'Global Standard Cyber Law
Framework' that, we hope,
will catalyse the Indian
Internet and the economy,"
Chandrasekhar told the
gathering at the three-day
event in the national capital
on Sunday.
The IIGF2022 brought
together all stakeholders in
the global Internet governance ecosystem, including
government, industry, civil
society and academia.

"We are looking at
building laws which ensure
the privacy, protection, data,
security and safety of our
citizens. We are also looking
at how to create a trilliondollar digital economy in
the next three years," said
Alkesh Kumar Sharma, Secretary, MeitY.
The event focused on
discussing the roadmap to
digitisation and reaffirming
India as an essential participant on the global stage by
highlighting its role and importance in international
policy development on
Internet governance.

'My College My Pride' events in
Jammu's educational institutions
Jammu, Dec 12 (IANS)
After the 'My city my pride'
and 'Back to Village'
programmes, the Jammu
and Kashmir government
has now started a series of
activities under the 'Mera
College Mera Fakhar' in the
higher
educational
institutions.Under this
programme, many types of
activities were being
organised in the colleges
which include awareness
rallies, cleanliness drives,
quizzes, seminars, competitions, debates and literary
activities. A lecture on personality development was
organised by the Department of English, SPMR Col-

lege of Commerce, Jammu,
with the aim of providing
the students with essential
skills in English speaking, interview preparation, examination and career planning
so that they can develop
their career.NSS volunteers
and NCC cadets participated in a rally on the occasion of World Anti-Corruption Day organised by the
Jammu Municipal Corporation.The purpose of this rally
was to create awareness
among the people that corruption is a big threat to every nation and it is the right
and responsibility of every
citizen to deal with this big
problem.

People buy decorative items like idol of Santa Claus and Christmas trees ahead
of Christmas in Ranchi on Monday. UNI

