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News

Brief
Mangaluru blast:
NIA expedites
probe as terror
suspect recovers

CMYK

Dakshina Kannada,
(Karnataka) Dec 14 (IANS)
The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has intensified
investigation into the
Mangaluru blast case which
has been declared as an act
of “terror” by agencies.
According to sources,
terror suspect Mohammad
Shariq, undergoing treatment at a hospital, has recovered and the agency officials have intensified grilling him regarding the November 19 blast in
Mangaluru city.
The authorities who earlier got his statement, are
now eliciting sensitive information. Based on this information, the teams have
been moved across south
India to reach to the roots of
terror network.
Mohammad Shariq suffered 45 per cent burn injuries in the explosion and
was stated to be critical. The
police and NIA officials have
claimed that the recovery of
terror suspect Shariq is crucial for the investigation.

Oppn divided
while protesting
on lack of
discussion on LAC
clash in LS
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)
The Opposition unity appeared to be missing while
seeking a discussion in Lok
Sabha on incidents of skirmishes along the China border, as the two major parties
— Congress and the TMC —
staged separate walk-outs
on the matter.
As soon as the Question
Hour ended, leader of the
Congress party in the House
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
who had moved an adjournment motion on the
issue, sought a discussion
on the matter. Om Birla,
however, rejected the motion. Chowdhury said that
when the India-China war
had broken out in 1962, the
then Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru had given
an opportunity to more
than 160 MPs to speak on
the matter in Parliament.

No customary
new year address
by Kerala
Governor in
Assembly
Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 14 (IANS) Deviating
from the norm, the customary address of Kerala Governor to the state legislature
on the opening day of a new
session in the new year will
not take place in 2023 with
the state cabinet on
Wednesday deciding to extend the Assembly session
beyond this year.
The
development
comes a day after the
Pinarayi Vijayan government passed a Bill removing
the Kerala Governor as the
chancellor of 14 universities
in the state.

Wanted in
robbery case,
man arrested in
Delhi
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)
A robber, wanted in a sensational robbery case in
Delhi’s Patel Nagar area, was
held by the Crime Branch of
the Delhi Police, said officials
on Wednesday. His five aides
were arrested earlier, and he
had been on the run for a
long time. A senior police
official said that the accused
was identified as Amar alias
Sonu.
“One Gagan Sharma
was robbed of Rs 22 lakh at
gunpoint in the Patel Nagar
area on June 24. During the
course of investigation, all
the accused persons except
Sonu were arrested.

India's wholesale inflation drops to 5.85 pc

New Delhi, Dec 14 (UNI)
India's wholesale inflation
eased further to 5.85 per
cent in November, 2022 as
against 8.39 per cent recorded in the previous
month, according to official
data released on Wednesday. "Decline in rate of inflation in November, 2022 is
primarily contributed by fall
in prices of food articles, basic metals, textiles, chemicals & chemical products
and paper & paper products
as compared to the corresponding month of the previous year," said the press
release from Ministry of

Commerce and Industry.
After remaining in
double-digit for almost 19
months, the wholesale price
index (WPI)-based inflation
had come in single-digit in
October driven by all three
broad segments namely primary articles, fuel & power
and manufactured products. The WPI captures the
average movement of
wholesale prices of goods
and is primarily used as a
GDP deflator. It reckons only
basic prices and does not
include taxes, rebate/trade
discounts, transport and
other charges.

Student suicides: Cong MLA
questions own govt, seeks action
against coaching institutes
Jaipur, Dec 14 (IANS) Former minister and senior Congress MLA from Rajasthan’s Sangod, Bharat Singh
Kundanpur has written a letter to the Kota district collector regarding the suicide of students. In his letter,
Kundanpur said, “The political influence of the coaching
institutes is quite strong and the administration also
seems to be affected by them as a large number of officers get their postings done in Kota only for their getting
children admitted to these coaching institutes.” He suggested that the police investigate the role of coaching
institutes in suicides committed by the students and
prima facie register an FIR against them. Kundanpur said
in the letter that Kota is known all over the country for
coaching classes. Students from different states come
here in large numbers. The city has become a coaching
hub while these coaching institutes have become profitable businesses. In the race to deliver good results, the
coaching houses have become the reason behind the
huge pressure falling on the students. The pressure of
studies is also one of the reasons for the suicide by students. After the suicide of a student, the police lodges an
FIR in the case, and there is no responsibility of the coaching institute, he said. The MLA has been writing letters to
the Chief Minister and other high officials against several
burning issues like illegal mining. Recently, he had written a letter to Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot, demanding
the dismissal of the mining minister and calling him (minister) an accused in illegal mining.

India's retail inflation
measured by consumer
price index (CPI) has also
softened falling to 11month low of 5.88 per cent
in November 2022 primarily
on the back of decline in
food and vegetable prices.
High inflation has been
one of the major concerns
of the government and the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
The central bank has been
raising policy repo rate since
May this year to contain
price rise
After remaining elevated for months, both CPI
and WPI inflation have now

fallen below 6 per cent.
The fall in commodity
and food prices are the major reasons for the WPI cooling off. This data is also in
line with the CPI inflation
released earlier this week.
The fall in WPI inflation
needs to be consistent and
durable
for
the
policymakers to take note of
it and change their view and
soften their stance on it,?
said Raheel Shah, Director at
BDR Pharmaceuticals
WPI cooling off will percolate well in terms of ease
in the prices of industrial
goods, he added.

Pramukh Swami Janm Shatabdi Mohotsav was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Brahmaswaroop Mahant Swami Maharaj. Prime Minister
Modi, Mahant Swami, Governor Acharya Devvrat and State Chief Minister
Bhupendrabhai Patel are seen sitting on the platform on this occasion.

To avoid Shraddha Walkar-type tragedies,
Maha sets up panel on inter-faith marriages
Mumbai, Dec 14 (IANS)
The state government has
set up a 10-member panel
to keep an eye on ‘intercaste marriages’, ostensibly
to prevent Shraddha
Walkar-type incidents in
future, even as the Opposition cried foul, here on
Wednesday.
Women & Child Welfare
Minister Mangal Prabhat
Lodha said that the panel
was formed after much deliberations to avoid tragedies involving children of
inter-caste marriages, particularly if the girls go
against their family wishes
or are estranged.
The
ruling
Balasahebanchi Shiv SenaBharatiya Janata Party
have welcomed the move
while the Opposition Nationalist Congress Party
slammed the decision

terming it as “rubbish, retrograde, nauseating step
to spy” on who marries
whom.
The panel, “Intercaste/
Interfaith Marriage-Family
Coordination Committee”
(state-level) will collect full
information on couples
entering
into
such
wedlocks, the families of
the girl if they are estranged, or who may have
eloped and provide assistance as needed”, as per a
Government Resolution issued on Tuesday. The panel
will serve as a forum for
such women and their
families where they can
get counselling and communicate to resolve issues,
and it will study various
other policies and laws
pertaining to the issue and
recommend improvements or solutions. The

move comes barely days
after Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis indicated that the state would
consider enacting a law on
‘love-jihad’ after studying
similar legislation in other
states. Lodha clarified that
the panel was not against
such (intercaste/interfaith)
marriages, but specifically
intended to help those
women who have been
cut-off from their families
and attempt to bring them
together. Last month,
Lodha had asked the State
Women’s Commissioner to
form a special squad and
identify women, who have
married outside their
caste/religion, without
support of their families
and are estranged, to enable extend necessary support and security as required.

Guj govt sets up committee to
probe cataract operations that left
8 blind
Gandhinagar/Amreli, Dec 14 (IANS) Gujarat Health
Minister Rishikesh Patel has set up a panel of seven doctors to hold an inquiry into failed cataract operations in
the state’s Amreli due to which seven to eight patients
have lost their vision. Inquiry committee members have
already reached the Shantaba General Hospital in Amreli
and have started recording statements of doctors, medical staff and of patients. Committee members, Chetan
Mehta, told media persons that a report with facts and
suggestions will be submitted to the Health department.
Shantaba General Hospital Superintendent Dr R.N.
Jitiya’s defence is that expert doctors conducted cataract operations in the last week of November, and there
was no mistake committed by them at the time of operation, but post-operation, patients must have failed to
take enough precautions, because of which infections
must have developed in their eyes causing vision issue.
Jitiya claims 11 patients had complained of irritation and
pain in eyes. Those who had complained were either referred to Bhavnagar, Rajkot, or Ahmedabad government
hospitals. Few of them have lost vision. One of the victim, Labhuben Dhanani told media persons that post
operation, when the bandage was removed the next day,
she had lost vision, yet was sent home after drops were
put. Later she was referred to Rajkot government hospital, where she had to undergo operation a second time,
but now she has lost vision permanently

DCW serves notice to Delhi Police
over acid attack on schoolgirl

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being felicitated by Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and BJP National President J P Nadda for
victory in Gujarat assembly elections during BJP Parliamentary party meeting at
Parliament Library in New Delhi on wednesday. UNI

New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)
The Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) on Wednesday took suo motu
Â cognisance of the acid attack on a 17-year-old
schoolgirl and issued a notice to Delhi Police regarding it.
According to police,
when the girl was going to
her school in the Dwarka
area of the national capital,
two bike-borne miscreants
threw acid on her. The girl is
undergoing Â treatment at
a hospital where her condition is stated to be critcal.
DCW Members Vandana
Singh and Firdaus Khan visited the girl in the hospital
and interacted with her
family.

Over 22% posts vacant in CBI
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)
The country’s apex investigating agency, the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
has over 22 per cent vacancies in its workforce.
“As on November 30,
2022, the sanctioned
strength of personnel in the
CBI is 7,295 and the number
of vacancies is 1,673 which
includes 128 additional
posts sanctioned in different categories issued vide
order dated 29.06.2022,”
said a written reply by the
Ministry of Personnel on
Wednesday.
“The occurrence of vacancies and their filling up is
an ongoing process. The
number keeps on varying
depending on the induction, promotion, retirement
and repatriation of the officers. Vacancies are filled up as
per the provisions of the Recruitment Rules/Act in
force,” it said.
The reply added that
proactive efforts were made
to ensure filling up of vacancies at all ranks expeditiously. It said that proposals
for induction of Officers at
senior level in the CBI were
placed before the Committee, constituted under Section 4(C)(1) of the Delhi Special Police Establishment
(DSPE) Act, 1946.
It also mentioned about
the action to fill up vacan-

cies in various ranks under
the deputation quota taken
as per the provision in Recruitment Rules (RRs) pertaining to the ranks. The CBI
requests
various
organisations, including
Public Sector Banks, Ministry
of Home Affairs for sponsoring names for the posts of
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP) and Inspector
on deputation in CBI, it said.

The reply said that proposals are sent to the Union
Public Service Commission
(UPSC) for induction of suitable officers in various Technical ranks in the CBI.
On a question about the
steps taken by the government to improve the coordination between the Central and State investigative
agencies, the Ministry replied, “CBI derives its legal

authority from the Delhi
Special Police Establishment (DSPE) Act, 1946 and
the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC). It functions
within an explicit and wellestablished legal and procedural framework. The provisions of DSPE Act, primarily,
apply to the Union Territories and are extended to the
States only with their consent.”

The Commission has assured full support to the victim and her family.
A team of the Commission is also deployed at the
hospital with the girl.
Taking cognisance of
the matter, the DCW has
sought an action taken report in the matter to Delhi
Police. The Commission has
sought a copy of FIR
alongwith details of accused arrested in the matter.
It has also demanded the
details of any complaint
made by the girl and/or her
family regarding threats to
her along with action taken
thereon.

Details of the shop from
which the acid was procured alongwith details of
action taken against the
seller of acid has also been
sought.
Further, in its notice to
the Home Department, the
DCW has stated that acid is
freely available across the
country, especially in the
Capital.
It has repeatedly recommended a complete ban on
retail sale of acid; however,
no action has been taken till
date in the matter. Further,
the Commission had also
recently released a report
on the lack of implementa-

tion of the Delhi Government order for regulating
sale of acid in Delhi. The order empowers area SDM to
make surprise inspections
and impose a penalty of Rs
50,000 for violations. The
report revealed that regular
inspections to regulate acid
sale were also not being
conducted in districts in
Delhi.
DCW Chief Swati
Maliwal said,“It is very unfortunate that despite repetitive recommendations of
the Commission, the retail
sale of acid is not banned.
Acid is being sold openly in
the market unchecked.

Mumbai: Man knocked down, ‘run over’
by bus, walks up to a miraculous escape!
Mumbai, Dec 14 (IANS)
Probably, his time was not
up yet. An unidentified
middle-aged Mumbai man
was knocked down by a bus
in Powai, and it ran over him
even as other horrified pedestrians watched on.
The incident happened
at 2.40 p.m. on Tuesday, just
outside the Everest Heights
Buildings near LakeSide
complex in the fashionable
Powai area and was captured in a CCTV that was
shared by @mypowai late
on Tuesday, and immedi-

ately went viral on social
media networks.
The stunning 45-seconds video has captured
vehicles moving slowly on a
narrow but crowded road
without a divider and several pedestrians walking
around or crossing the road
carefully.
Suddenly, a man attired
in full white kurta-pyjama
suit starts crossing the road
when an oncoming bus
loaded with students
knocks him down from behind, he stumbles and tries

to to get up, but is again
thrown flat and the bus‘runs
over’ him completely. As
some shocked pedestrians
and even a local building
security guard noticed the
“accident”, they waved and
shouted at the bus driver,
who halted the vehicle and
opened his door to peer at
the commotion. Moments
later, the “run-over” man
himself got up, apparently
shaken but unscathed, and
hurriedly walked up to the
bus driver to register his
protest, as the video cuts off.

‘PLA was planning to set up observation
post near Arunachal’s Holy waterfalls’
Kolkata, Dec 14 (IANS)
Like in Galwan, the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) was planning
to set up an Observation
Post (OP) on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) at
Yangste in
Tawang,
Arunachal Pradesh, when
the Indian Army personnel intervened. This was
revealed by a senior army
officer
posted
in
Arunachal Pradesh. As per
laid down guidelines, no
OP or similar structure can
be set up close to the LAC
by either side.
“It is already extremely
cold there. Within the next
couple of weeks, all areas
close to the LAC will be
under several feet of snow.

On the Indian side, final
preparations are being
made to stock our forward
positions with adequate
supplies. There is a lot of
troop movement as well.
The PLA is certainly interested to learn more about
our preparations for the
winter, hence the decision
to set up the OP,” the army
officer said.
While the PLA does have
surveillance cameras, they
are at a distance from the
LAC. Drones are also used
but a direct view is always
considered the best to plan
any move. In Galwan, the
clash with the PLA started
after the Indian Army demolished an OP that the
Chinese refused to dis-

mantle.
Locals at Tsechu, a
small town closest to the
point where Indian and
Chinese troops clashed on
Friday are extremely unhappy with the PLA for disturbing the peace of the
region. “This happened
barely a few hundred
metres from Chumi Gyatse,
a waterfall (a collection of
108 smaller waterfalls) that
is considered holy by us
Monpas from both sides of
the LAC. The Indian Army
respects our sentiments
and never does anything
to disturb the sanctity of
the place. This is the second time that the PLA has
created a ruckus here,” one
of them said.
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Former Congress President Sonia Gandhi and Leader of Congress in Lok Sabha
Adhir Ranjan Choudhury at Parliament House during the winter session in New
Delhi on Wednesday. UNI
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Japan joins UN initiative to combat
violent extremism in Central Asia

From

Editor’s

Desk
RRR at the Golden
Globes: Evolution of
India’s soft power

RRR's international recognition
and popularity expands the
horizon for Indian cinema
further. Perhaps, as Indian
filmmakers get the confidence to
work with bigger budgets and
more special effects, the
Western market will provide
some incentive to experiment.
The Golden Globe nominations for S S Rajamouli’s
RRR are, in a sense, an acknowledgement of the film’s
immense popularity and impact across the world.
Domestically, like the two-part Baahubali, Rajamouli’s
Raj-era action extravaganza transcended linguistic
barriers and became a pan-Indian blockbuster. On the
international stage, it now represents a new stage in
the evolution of Indian mainstream cinema’s soft
power. In that sense, RRR marks a phenomenon that
is both novel and known.
Indian cinema’s cultural influence for the first few
decades after Independence was outsized compared
to its economic and political might. Initially, and for
years thereafter, the storied popularity of the socialist era and its ethos in Raj Kapoor’s films, particularly
in the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe made
it one of the country’s primary cultural exports. That
tradition, in spurts and starts, continued until the nature of the Indian economy and — perhaps as a result — Hindi cinema changed. At the beginning of
this century, films that appealed to the Punjabi
diaspora as much as they did post-liberalisation, upwardly mobile Indians became Bollywood’s crossover
offering. Around the same time, Tamil-language
blockbusters, notably Rajinikanth’s films, began finding large audiences in Southeast Asia and Japan, cementing his Superstar status.
RRR’s international recognition and popularity,
then, expands the horizon for Indian cinema further,
and potentially into the bastion that is Hollywood.
While its two nominations — for best non-English
language film and best original song — aren’t necessarily the most popular categories, they nonetheless illustrate that Indian cinema from the likes of
Rajamouli has reached a level of technical competence that allows it to appeal to audiences that are
used to some of the best action sequences in the
world. And, perhaps, as Indian filmmakers get the
confidence to work with bigger budgets and more
special effects, the dollars from the Western market
will provide some incentive to experiment.

By Ateet Sharma
New Delhi, Dec 14: In another bid to combat violent
extremism in Central Asia, Japan and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) signed an agreement
in Astana on Tuesday to launch a new US$ 4.1 million
(584 million Yen) initiative for stabilising society and
strengthening security measures in the region.
The plan aims at preventing violent extremism from
permeating young people in the five Central Asian countries of Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
and Turkmenistan.Sharing a long border with Afghani-

You prepare for your special day for
months, choosing your outfits,
jewellery, diet, and other specifics.A
moisturiser can aid in retaining the
moisture in your skin.
Daily moisturizing helps lessen the
likelihood of developing extreme dryness as well as excessive oiliness. Both
extremes are damaging to the skin
and are the root of frequent skin problems like acne.
You can't possibly miss your skin
in all this planning. In our efforts to
look perfect, we frequently make serious skincare errors that may backfire
on us.To save you from these blunders,
Cetaphil's team of skincare experts
shares tips for your skin to look flawless on your wedding day.
Timely Cleansing
Your face is exposed to a lot of pollutants including dust and dirt during
the day. Cleansing is important as it
deep cleans and gets rid of all the excess dirt, makeup, and impurities

stan, the Central Asian countries consider themselves at great geopolitical
risk of being susceptible to violent extremism after the return of the Taliban
regime in Kabul.As per the UN estimates, more than 5,000 terrorist fighters from Central Asia have travelled to
Syria and Iraq and terrorism by young
people from Central Asia is occurring
frequently both inside and outside the
region.
Experts believe that due to the
spread of the Covid pandemic and the
prolonged situation in Ukraine, the
Central Asian region is seeing soaring
prices and worsening employment
conditions, thus drawing the youth of
the region, who are in a vulnerable
situation, into violent extremism."This

is the second grant assistance we have
provided since 2017. Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan,
and
Turkmenistan, which were previously
supported countries, are now joined
by Uzbekistan. Japan will continue to
work actively to prevent violent extremism through UNDP," said Jun
Yamada, Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of Japan in
Kazakhstan after the signing of the
agreement.Helping local governments, UNDP has developed a comprehensive strategic framework for
preventing violent extremism through
inclusive development and the promotion of tolerance and respect for
diversity."While governments in Central Asia have been at the forefront of

efforts to repatriate, rehabilitate, and
reintegrate their nationals returning
from conflict zones, these measures
present a unique set of challenges,
from developing specific strategies
and technical approaches to building the capacity of frontline service
providers in host communities to
carry out rehabilitation and reintegration processes," the agency said
ie community-based actors, such as
service providers and religious leaders who have a multiplier effect in
influencing positive change in communities, work with central and local government and civil society
organisations to reach out to and
support vulnerable community
members.

Despite limited resources, Kashmir University's
School of Law contributes highly to education
Srinagar, Dec 14 (IANS) The contribution of the
School of Law, University of Kashmir is paralleled in
the educational sphere of Jammu and Kashmir.
For decades the students from the different
parts of the union territory have been coming to
this seat of learning, which has proved itself as the
centre of educational excellence, whose alumni are
spread all across J&K and other parts of the country.
School of Law, University of Kashmir holds an
excellent academic record, which has the credit of
producing scores of politicians, professors, lawyers,
civil servants, and Justices. Some of whom have
been elevated to the position of Chief Justices of
the different High Courts of the country.
Notably, recently appointed chief justice of J&K
and Ladakh High Court, Justice Ali Mohammad
Magray was an alumnus of the School of Law, University of Kashmir. Mehbooba Mufti, former Chief
Minister of J&K also was an alumnus of the Law
Department, University of Kashmir.
Other prominent politicians produced by the
Department include Peerzada Mohd Syed, Ali
Mohammad Sagar, Main Altaf, Mir Saifullah, Abdul
Haq Khan, Late Mushtaq Ahmad. All of them served
as Ministers to the Government of Jammu and
Kashmir. Justice Hussain Masoodi, MP from
Anantnag constituency, and legislators, namely
Shamima Firdous, Saif-ud-din Bhat, Bashir Ahmad
Dar also have studied at the school of law.
This department of the University of Kashmir is
very significant for its teaching, research and contributions to society. Established in 1973 with the
continuous efforts of Prof. A.A. Wani and Prof. Riyaz
Punjabi, the department started functioning in the
Gandhi Bhawan, an Auditorium situated inside the
University of Kashmir close to Zabarwan Guest

A bridal skincare
regime for your big day
By IANSlife
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANSlife) One
of the most significant days in your life
is your wedding day. Being a bride is
the most sentimental experience you
will ever have, and this is the time you
want to look impeccable since all eyes
will be on you.
You would want to appear stunning and stand out, looking like you
are straight out of a bridal magazine,
with your stunning lehenga and immaculate makeup.

Editorial

you've encountered throughout the
day. This will help to keep your skin
clear, healthy, and radiant. Without
cleansing, your skin will be more prone
to breakouts, dehydration, and premature aging.
Deep Moisturisation
The secret to glowing bridal skin
is to have moisturized, plump skin.
Your entire makeup look might be ruined by dry, flaky skin.A moisturiser
can aid in retaining the moisture in
your skin. Daily moisturizing helps
lessen the likelihood of developing extreme dryness as well
as excessive oiliness. Both extremes are damaging to the
skin and are the root of frequent skin problems like acne.
A moisturiser can aid in retaining the moisture in your skin.
Daily moisturizing helps lessen
the likelihood of developing
extreme dryness as well as excessive oiliness. Both extremes
are damaging to the skin and
are the root of frequent skin
problems like acne.
Bedtime Skincare
Despite the hectic schedule linked with wedding
preparations, do not neglect
your nighttime skincare routine. As soon as you go to sleep,
your skin begins to repair. The
healing process will be substantially accelerated and
made simpler by providing
your skin with the right nutrients. To help you achieve radiant, luminous, and glowing
skin, use something like
Cetaphil Bright Healthy Radiance Night Comfort Cream. It
contains niacinamide, which
helps to reduce dark spots, and
also has hyaluronic acid which
contains rejuvenating properties that
your skin will thank you for.
Sun Protection
It is essential to use the right SPF
for your skin type even if the sun rays
are not that strong in winter. Prolonged exposure to the sun can have
long-lasting effects on your skin and
is one of the leading causes of skin
damage. The effects of unprotected
sun exposure on your skin include hyperpigmentation, sunburn, dark
patches, and sunspots.
Sensitive Skin Friendly Ingredients
Use products that are compatible
with your skin as you strive to stick to
a skincare regime to make sure your
skin is flawless. You don't want unexpected flare-ups ruining your plans.
Niacinamide, as an ingredient, can increase skin hydration by preventing
the loss of moisture and acts as a natural anti-inflammatory. For those with
sensitive skin, this is a go-to ingredient to eliminate all their skin woes.

House. Subsequently, it was shifted to
the wooden barracks at Naseem Bagh.
From a small department in University of Kashmir, which initially even
had not its own building, it has now
progressed and grown into a prestigious Institute of legal studies. It has
developed leaps and bounds in terms
of infrastructure, academic domain,

and other aspects and is presently the
largest department of Kashmir university in terms of student intake in the
University.
Head and Dean, School of law, Prof.
Beauty Banday said, "As a premier Institute of legal education in J&K,
School of Law, University of Kashmir
has proved a stairway to the growth
and development of thousands of students. It has for a long time now been
able to accommodate demands of students who are interested in pursuing
law as a career. The law school has a
state of art infrastructure and which as
of now facilitates legal education for
as many as 1500 students and schol-

ars at a time."
The School of Law is significant for
its historic legacies and for proving its
ability to adapt to the modern
globalised world. The department
constructed its new and second building in 2018.The new building has been
built on the modern design, which is
exquisite and aesthetic. The building
design has a large glass front
and all academic and faculty
facilities are planned around
a central atrium. The building
is naturally ventilated and the
UPVC fenestration system allows the building to be used
in cold weather also, without
being air-conditioned.
"The Department started
its Masters Programme
(LL.M.) in the year 1982 and
B.A.LL.B. (5 year) integrated course in
2007. The Department, at present, has
two buildings. One comprises classrooms and chambers for the faculty
besides the offices of the Head/Dean.
Moreover, the building was within it a
Computer Lab, Library, Moot Court,
examination Hall and Conference
Room.The building also has a spacious
library with modern facilities," Prof.
Beauty Banday.
The quirky location of the School
of Law provides an intellectually
stimulating and tranquil environment
for productive learning. It is flanked by
the world famous Dal Lake on its eastern side and Nigeen Lake on the west-

Reversible comforters
for the winter season!

By Rajiv Merchant
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANSlife) The
winter is slowly sneaking up on us, and
it's time to take those extra mins to
cosy in bed. It's also time to bring out
warm comforters that everyone loves
snuggling in. Having said that, these
days people are now investing in reversible comforters. What is a reversible comforter, you ask? Well, it is a
comforter that comes with designs on
both sides and can be used on one
side or the other. So, it feels like you
have two comforters in one.
Rajiv Merchant, President Domestic Retail, Layers says, "In recent times,
people are more interested in opting
for furniture and interiors that have
multi-purpose utility and that occupy
as less space as possible in their
homes. A reversible comforter caters
to this very need of new homeowners.
People are increasingly choosing this
contemporary option so that they create multiple dynamic looks while going easy on their pockets."
Now if that wasn't a good enough
reason for you to pick up a reversible

comforter, here are a few more that
ought to convince you to get one!
Cost-effective:
First and foremost, a reversible
comforter is a cost-effective solution.
If you pick a design that compliments
the colour of your room, you can then
use either side of the comforter depending on the colour of your
bedsheet that goes with it. This means
that you do not need to buy multiple
comforters to go with different bed
sheets.
Easy Room Makeover:
Given that both sides of the comforter have different designs, you can
flip it around to the other side and
change the look of your room. All you
need to do is ensure you pick a comforter that has two contrasting or visibly different designs that complement the overall aesthetic of your
room. So that no matter what your
mood is you can just flip the comforter
around and change the layout and
look of your room!
Easy Storage:
Consider this, you have multiple

comforters to match the multiple bed
sheet for your room. Can you imagine
the space it will take up once the winters are over? You certainly can't use
them come summer, and shoving
them into the storage space is just
bound to stick out like a sore thumb?
Here's where the reversible comforter
gains an advantage! Since it has dual
design patterns you need not buy as
many to match your bedding saving
you that much-needed space for your
holiday sale shopping spree.
Eco-friendly:
If you are one of those people who
are allergic to comforters, here's another new advantage that you might
want to look out for while picking up
a comforter.
Investing in the allergen-free alternatives of reversible comforter sets
that are soft and cuddly beyond compare is definitely something you
should look out for. These eco-friendly
comforters contain organic wool that
is natural and safe to use ensuring a
good night's sleep without sneezing
all night!

Home made treats in just 5 minutes!
By IANSlife
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANSlife) Winter is here, and it's that time of the
year when all you want to do is
snuggle and 'veg-out' in front of the
TV or with your favourite book with
minimum effort. Getting up to indulge in some quick bites and
nibbles can feel like a mountain of a
task, which often leads to impulsive
online orders. Hence, when the
temptation is at its peak, we are always stuck in a dilemma to decide
which snacks to indulge in.
Wouldn't we all agree? Most of us
have had the temptation for
chatpata snacks that have attacked

us like a storm every evening. After
we've faced an exhausting day and
thanks to this sluggish weather, we
barely have any energy left to go to
great lengths and prepare our
favourite snack.
We have curated a list of hasslefree yummy snacks you can indulge in,
during those long winter evenings
which can be made in just five minutes. We have got you covered with
guilt-free alternatives that are quick to
prepare and can be enjoyed at your
leisure. So, when temptation runs high,
here are some exemplary choices one
can make; evening snacks prepared in
5 minutes:Peri Peri PopcornLong win-
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ter nights, snuggled under your blanket is the perfect opportunity to
catch up on some new movies or old
classics.
But what is a movie night without your bowl of popcorn? Get creative and give the regular ready-toeat popcorn a spicy twist, top it up
with Peri Peri masala, and a squeeze
of lemon and it's ready in less than
5mins.Masala Oats
One of the most convenient and
ready-to-cook snacks is Masala Oats.
A masaaledar concoction, which can
be prepared in no time, will instantly
brighten up your mood and leave
your taste buds wanting for more.

ern side. The famous Hazratbal
Shrine popularly called Dargah
Sharif ('the Holy Shrine'), which
contains a relic, 'Moi-eMuqqadas', which is widely believed to be the hair of the Islamic prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), is just a stone's throw
from Law Department.
Many students from law department have won prestigious
scholarships like Chevening
Scholarship, Wong family Scholarship, etc., .Hasnain Khawja, a
Chevening scholar and Advocate at Delhi High court says,
"Five Years spent in Law
Department,University of Kashmir were the most enriching
years of my life. Not only have I
learnt academically there, but I
learnt the real meaning of life."
"Despite very limited resources at their disposal, the law
school over the years has
emerged as the best law school
in North India. Extra-Curricular
activities were taking place every next day which gave students ample opportunities to
hone their skills.Today, I find our
alumni all across J&K and other
parts of the country, holding
very important positions and all
of whom give credit to the
School of Law, KU for their success," he added.

A blockbuster
food carnival
A blockbuster food carnival
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANSlife)
Zomato is hosting the Delhi leg of its
blockbuster food carnival, 'Dubai presents Zomaland', this weekend - December 17th & 18th at JLN Stadium,
New Delhi.
The event is a 2-day carnival with
incredible food, performances, games
and larger-than-life experiences. It will
host over 70 of Delhi's most celebrated
restaurants including Harajuku Tokyo
Cafe, Cheese cake & co, Brown Sugar,
Lebab, Theka Coffee and Karim's
among several other popular
favourites.
Visitors will also get to experience
an exclusive dose of Dubai, at the
Dubai experience zone, where they
can indulge in fun experiences like
face painting, spin the wheel and other
immersive games to win travel vouchers to Dubai, with their partners
MakeMyTrip.
"We're thrilled to welcome festival
goers across Delhi to Zomaland and
are positive that they will enjoy the
many activities we have in store for
them at the Dubai Experience Zone.
Dubai is known for its love of culinary
experiences from hidden gems to its
Michelin awarded restaurants, and
what better platform than India's largest foodie's festival, to come together
and offer an unforgettable event." Bader Ali Habib, Head of Region, South
Asia, Dubai Department of Economy
and Tourism.
Attendees will also be able to indulge in power-packed live performances by some of India's most loved
artists.
The lineup includes B Praak,
Emiway Bantai, Wazir Patar, Rahul Dua,
The Yellow Diary, Sapan Verma and
many more!
Excited about bringing Zomaland
back to the capital city, Chaitanya
Mathur, Global Head - Zomato Live,
said, "Our journey with season 3 has
only just begun with sold-out carnivals
in Pune & Mumbai and up next is a city
that's closest to our hearts (& headquarters) - New Delhi! After sold-out
shows in all its last editions, we are super excited to bring back Zomaland to
the capital after a hiatus of two years.
This season with immense support
from our presenting partners Dubai,
payment partner Simpl and India's last
minute app - Blinkit, we are super excited to bring over 20 hours of powerpacked live performances. We hope to
see everyone at Zomaland this weekend!"

In the news

Kate Hudson is releasing
her debut album next year

Los Angeles, Dec 14
(IANS) 'Bride Wars' actress
Kate Hudson is venturing
into music and dropping
her debut album next year.
During an appearance
on 'The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon', Hudson
said that during the onset
of the coronavirus pandemic, she was determined
to live her life with no re- magazine.
grets, reports 'People'
"You know, I had this

thing (during) COVID ... Every time you're doing interviews, people are like, 'Do
you have any regrets?' I go,
'I'm early 40s... not yet.' But
during COVID, I was like,
'You know, what am I doing?'".
According to 'People',
she explained that she's
been a songwriter since she
was 19, but "never shared"
her work.
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Vir Das' fourth comedy special to
drop on Dec 26 on Netflix
Mumbai, Dec 14 (IANS)
Indian stand up star and actor Vir Das' new hour
standup special 'Landing'
will premiere worldwide on
Netflix on December
26.Speaking about the new
release, Vir said, "It's exciting
to be ending the year with
this brand new special. We
had a great time recording
this in New York. Shot for this
in between a crazy world
tour for Wanted. I'm looking
forward to showcasing this
to the world and I'm hoping

we get the same love we
have gotten so far for the
three other specials that
have come out so far.
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Ali Fazal to begin 2023 with the shoot
of Anurag Basu's 'Metro: In Dino'
Mumbai, Dec 14 (IANS)
Actor Ali Fazal will step into
the New Year with the shoot
of his upcoming film 'Metro:
In Dino', directed by Anurag
Basu. He will be joined by
Aditya Roy Kapoor and Sara
Ali Khan.
The film is an anthology
that consists of four loving
and heartwarming intertwined stories.
One of the sources says,
"Anurag had been planning

to make the sequel for a
long time but it was during
the first lockdown during
the pandemic that he got an
idea.
One of the sources says,
"Anurag had been planning
to make the sequel for a
long time but it was during
the first lockdown during
the pandemic that he got an
idea.
He started working on
the script and simulta-

neously his search for the
casting began. It's going to
be a 4 part film linking to
each other at some point."
"Anurag da has done a
remarkable job in Ludo conjoining 4 different stories
bringing all of it together at
a certain point. Life in a
Metro 2 will have the similar
flavour but treated in a different style." The first installment 'Life in a Metro' was
released in 2007.
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Gold smuggling cases in state
pass pre-Covid levels
Ahmedabad : As gold prices increase, incidence
of gold smuggling here has grown past pre-Covid
levels. According to data from the Union finance
ministry, 141 cases of gold smuggling were detected in Gujarat in 2022 from January to November.This is already higher than the 137 cases in 2019,
the year before the Covid pandemic sturct. The volume of gold smuggled into Gujarat has also increased, from 93.2kg in 2019 to 116.4kg in 2022.
The volume of seizures is a whopping 218%
higher than in 2021, according to data from the
ministry.“As international flight operations resumed
in full swing and international travel sentiment improved, more people began procuring gold through
unofficial channels this year as prices are high. Gold
prices are inching towards the record levels of 2020,”
said Haresh Acharya, director, India Bullion and Jewellers’ Association (IBJA). The price of gold was Rs
55,000 per 10g in the Ahmedabad market on Tuesday. Since July 1, gold attracts basic customs duty
of 12.5% in addition to the 2.5%agriculturecess.
Above this, 3% GST purchases, taking effective duties and taxes on gold to 18%.

PPP-model GPERI college in fund
crunch
Ahmedabad : The Gujarat Power Engineering
and Research Institute (GPERI), which is managed
by the Gujarat Technological University (GTU), is facing multiple administrative and funds issues as the
government has not issued separate grants for the
college and has not specified authorisation of recruitment of staff in the college.
Sources said that the college that was set up on
a public, private partnership model was later given
to GTU after the private partner withdrew from it
and the college was on the verge of shut down.
However, after giving the management charge
of this college to the GTU, the government did not
issue any grants for running this college and did not
specify on the power of recruitment of staff for this
college.
Sources in the GTU said that the university has
been pumping money from its own grants but it is
becoming difficult for the university to run the college for a longer period. If the government does not
announce grants for this college then GTU administration may have to reconsider whether to keep
managing the college or not, sources said.

HC reduces fine amount for
lawyer
Ahmedabad : The Gujarat high court on Tuesday reduced the finr from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 10,000
which it has imposed on lawyer, Bipin Bhatt, who
filed a PIL raising a question on the roster, allocation of cases to different benches in the high court.
On September 1, the high court imposed Rs 1
lakh fine on advocate Bhatt, who aruged that the
case allocation system in the high court would result in newer cases getting priority over old matters. The bench had dismissed his PIL and criticised
the lawyer for filing the PIL.
Advocate Bhatt later requested the bench to reduce the fine.
The judges asked his counsel how much
amount the lawyer was ready to pay. He filed an affidavit expressing willingness to pay Rs 10,000 towards the fine, and the court accpeted it.

Customer beaten for not having
change
Ahmedabad : A 35-year-old resident of Geeta
Mandir registered a complaint against three person
for assaulting him on Monday night, allegedly because he did not have change to give a shopkeeper.
Bharat Makwana in his complaint at Kagdapith
police station said he gave Rs 500 to the shopkeeper,
Vaishali Rathod, after buying some snacks. She demanded the exact amount. Makwana then gave her
a Rs 100 note which she refused and insisted on only
the price of the snacks purchased.
When Makwana said he didn’t have other notes,
she allegedly started abusing him and called on
Chirag Rathod who came to the spot along with
another person, armed with sticks, and attacked
Makwana.

Ex-Cong MLA Calls For GPCC
Chief’s Ouster
Gujarat Congress may have been able to put up
a united front before the recent Gujarat assembly
election, but factions within the party have
emerged soon after its dismal performance where
it managed to secure only 17 seats.
Former Congress MLA from Radhanpur, Raghu
Desai, on Tuesday shot a letter to AICC president
Mallikarjun Kharge requesting that GPCC chief
Jagdish Thakor and his close associates be suspended from the party. Desai alleged in the letter
that Thakor failed to control some of his close aides
from working against him in the assembly elections
which cost him the seat and led to the party’s dismal performance. The letter surfaces on Tuesday,
the day when the Congress party members started
analysing their dismal performance in the elections
at the district level. “Regarding the above subject
we know about the crushing defeat of the Congress
party in the assembly elections. Some party leaders worked against the interest of the party and
worked hard in order to defeat me in the election.
Some were close associates of the state president
Jagdish Thakor. The GPCC president never controlled them and played an important role in order
to defeat me,” Desai wrote in the letter.

CM To Open Rs 40-Cr Underpass
Today
A six-lane underpass at Vaishnodevi junction on
SP ring road will be open for public from Wednesday. Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel will inaugurate
the underpass, built at a cost of Rs 40.36 crore that
will help ease traffic on the busy junction. Work on
it began two years ago. The flyover at the junction
is already operational. AUDA has
6 flyovers on S P Ring road. Work on one near
Zydus hospital is in progress and is expected to be
completed soon.

City-State

‘Dingucha kingpin’ Bobby Patel caught from Bhadaj
Ahmedabad : Bharat
alias Bobby Patel-the 47year-old ‘Dingucha kingpin’
suspected of having sent
four of a family from
Gandhinagar on an illegal
journey to the US that
ended in their deaths early
in January has finally been
caught.
The Gujarat police arrested him late Monday
from the Bhadaj area of
Ahmedabad when he allegedly arrived to meet his ailing partner.
Police sources said a
team of the state monitoring cell, which checks gambling and the sale of liquor
in the city, received information that Bharat Patel was
spotted at a house in Bhadaj.

The police rushed to the
spot and captured Patel.
An officer from the
Gujarat police, privy to the
development, said, “Bharat
Patel is one of the most notorious illegal immigration
agenst from Gujarat.
He has 28 legally issued
passports, some even containing his biometric information. He changed minor
details and got multiple
passports issued at different
times thorugh passport offices in the western parts of
the country, including
Mumbai and Ahmedabad.
He used these passports to
slip in and out of the
counrty.”
The officer added, “The
Dingucha resident started

off doing odd jobs in the village.
Today, he runs a major
migrant smuggling racket
from India to the US
through Turkey and Mexico.
He first established his base
in Dingucha village, then
later began working with
human smugglers from
Delhi, Maharashtra, and
Andhra Pradesh.”
Bharat Patel is suspected
of having helped 1,500
people from North Gujarat
obtain fake passports.
The ‘Dingycha Kingpin’ is
also suspected of having
helped 1,500 people from
North Gujarat obtain fake
passports.
“His name cropped up in
the investigation into the

HC Furious over demolition
of school in tribal village
Ahmedabad : The
Gujarat high court was furious with the government
authorities for demolishing
a school building in a tribal
area. The authorities
claimed they had done so
because the building had
not been utilized for some
time.
The primary school in
Sandhiyer village of Surat
had two buildings: onw with
two rooms and the other
with seven rooms. The district panchayat demolished
the building with two rooms
to make way for a panchayat
office. A PIL was field in the
high court last year when

the authorities planned to
demolish the school building. The hearing on this PIL
took place on Tuesday.
The bench of Chief Justice Aravind Kumar and Justice Ashutosh Shastri asked
the state government on
what basis the building was
allowed to be demolished.
The government lawyer informed the HC that two of
the nine rooms in
Sandhiyer’s primary school
were razed after the district
panchayat was told they
were not in use. This infuriated the judges, who questioned : “How do you take
away a school’s property?

5K allotted seats in ayurveda,
homeopathy courses
Ahmedabad : The Admission Committee for Professional Undergraduate Medical Educational Courses
(ACPUGMEC) on Tuesday announced that so far 5,169
students have been allotted colleges in homeopathy and
ayurveda courses. However, these students will have to
wait for the admission committee’s next announcement
for paying fees to confirm their admissions.
The committee also said that the offline round of admissions of 310 MBBS seats and about 600 BDS seats will
begin from December 14. The offline round will end December 18.The admission committee figures showed that
the students who have been allotted colleges include 336
students in government colleges, 1,149 students in private colleges, 318 students in homeopathy grant-in-aid
colleges, 106 in government colleges and 3,260 students
in private homeopathy colleges. Sources said that the
homeopathy and ayurveda students who have been allotted colleges will have to wait till the MBBS and BDS
admissions are over to confirm their admissions. Sources
said that as the students who do not get admissions in
MBBS or BDS normally opt for homeopathy and ayurveda
and in order to facilitate these students the admission
committee will only announce admission confirmation
dates later.

Tomorrow, you will say there
is no patient in a hospital,
and will you demolish it?”
When the state government submitted that the
Surat district panchayat carried out the demolition, the
judges remarked, “In that
event, it is for the state to
monitor this. Don’t use this
area of the school.” When
the court was informed that
the construction of the
panchayat office was underway, the HC ordered it to be
stopped immediately. “You
construct your panchayat
office on the outskirts of the
town. Don not demolish the
school.

that since September, the
officer started ill-treating
her husband and interfering in his work with the illintention of harming his
reputation and ruining his
career. Due to the pressure,
her husband has developed suicidal tendencies.
She stated that her husband looks after NCB’s
work pertaining to renewal
of licences for drug and
chemical manufacturers in
the state and claimed that
his career record is unblemished.
In
her
petition,
Nambiar states, “My husband has been put to a

Ahmedabad : The
Ahmedabad Criminal Courts
Bar Association at the metropolitan court opposed the
Gujarat high court’s decision
to transfer all cheque return
cases to small cause courts
on the city civil court campus
at Bhadra.
According to the Bar’s
statement, the HC issued a
notification on December 8
for shifting of cases registered under Section 138 of
the Negotiable Instruments
Act for cheque return from
special magisterial courts on
the metropolitan court campus in Gheekanta and courts

Ahmedabad : The
newly appointed Gujarat
Vidyapith chancellor
Acharya Devvrat, who is
also the state governor,
made a sudden visit to
the deemed university’s
campus on Tuesday and
found the campus including hostel premises littered with garbage.
Devvrat who was accompanied by his wife
Darshnadevi rebuked the
university’s officials including
the
vicechancelor and registrar
for the mismanagement.
This was the third
time Devvrat made a sudden visit to Gujarat

Vidyapith after his appointment in October. Sources
said that the chancellor’s
wife, Darshnadevi, visited
the women’s hostel and
found that the rooms were
in a dilapidated state and
there was garbage everywhere.
During his earlier visit
also Devvrat had rebuked
the university administration for mismanagement
and had instructe dthem to
keep the campus clean.
However, the chancellor
found the campus as filthy
as earlier on Tuesday.
Sources said that when
Devvrat visited the boy’s
hostel campus, he found

Ahmedabad : Sixteen
years after the Gujarat high
court took suo motu cognizance of unauthorized religious structures on public
streets and ordered for their
removal, the HC on Tuesday
asked the state government
to furnish details about encroachments on roads in
Gujarat and current status of
the procedure it undertook
to implement the order.
In 2016, the HC took up
the issue of encroachments
on roads on the basis of a
Reporter report.
It ordered the state administration to take actions
against such unauthorized
religious constructions
causing obstructions on
roads. The issue reached the
Supreme Court, which ini-

prolonged state of peril of
self-harm by subjecting
him to the illegal hounding
since September 2022 and
due to such incidents, any
unfortunate or untoward
step could have been
taken by my husband
which would have resulted
in loss of his life and a pillar of our family.” The petitioner made a representation to the police authorities concerned for the registration of an FIR against
the officer. As the FIR was
not registered, she claimed
that due to police inaction,
she took is in an agonizing
state of mind.

tially stayed the HC order for
action, but later roped in all
the states and Union territories and issued directions on
different occasions and ordered them to act against
encroachments, said advocate Pitamber Abichandani,
who is an amicus curiae in
this case.
The apex court then remitted the matter back to all
the high courts to monitor
the development in this regard and issue further directions. The state government
submitted reports in the
high court when the case
was heard before the Covid19 pandemic, Three years
later, as the case came up for
the hearing, the bench of
Chief Justice Aravind Kumar
and Justice Ashutosh

Shastri sought to know the
present situation.
The state government
sought a week’s time so that
it could furnish details and
the advocate general could
assist the court. However,
the bench said that the HC
registry granted it a time of
four years, and insisted on
hearing the case on Thursday. Meanwhile, the state
government’s
reports
placed in the HC earlier revealed that there were 5,264
religious structures constructed unauthorizedly
and were existing on roads
on March 31, 2017 in eight
municipal corporation areas. Then, there existed
14,505 encroachments in
the form of religious
strctures in districts. Two

chat. The handlers developed contact with Salunke
by posing as awoman
named Pooja Sharma on his
facebook sometime in May
this year and offered him
money in lieu of information.
They shared each
other’s WhatsApp number
as well and the person on
the other end asked Salunke
to provide information
about the armed forces. The
handler sought information
related to various establish-

that the ceilings of rooms
were in dilapidated condition. The chancellor, then
called the vice-chancellor,
Rajendra Khimani, and the
registrar, Nikhil Bhatt, and
rebuked them for the
carelessness and also instructed them to get the
campus cleaned and the
hostel premises repaired.
While rebuking the officials, Devvrat reminded
them
of
Mahatma
Gandhi’s insistence for
cleanliness.The chancellor
also had a talk with students and during this conversation he reminded
students of Gandhi’s principals again.

ments of armed forces and
their movements.
Sources told Reporter
these handlers had honeytrapped four to five serving
military personnel. When
they could not get sufficient
information from them, they
extorted money from these
personnel and the money
transaction was handled by
Salunke.
During preliminary
interogation, Salunke said
he used to run a tailoring
and garment shop named

AHMEDABAD - H&M India, international retailer
known for fashion and quality at the best price in a sustainable way, open sits second store in a new location
in Nexus Ahmedabad One
Mall.
Spread over 2335 square
meters, designed by the latest interior trends, the store
offers a modern and welcoming shopping experience featuring H&M’s latest
collection for Women, Men
and Kids. The new store
opening is complemented
with exciting collections
such as the magical holiday
collection along with everyday essentials with price

Sai Fashion before the
Covid-19 pandemic. But his
business shutt down due to
the
pandemic
and
lockdown. Salunke, who has
fair technical knowledge,
started a money transfer
business and opened the
shop two years ago to carry
out his spying activity
smoothly.
He is strongly suspected
to have passed on some
‘crucial information about a
few locations and the duration of military exercises’ to

Bhanuben Babaria Cabinet Minister for Social Justice & Empowerment and Women & Child Development held meeting with with the officials of the department at the office of the Commissioner of Women
and Child Development Department, Gandhinagar, and discussed the outline of the upcoming works and
gave necessary suggestions for its implementation.
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years later, the number of
such illegal religious structures across the districts increased to 14,330 by July
2019. This despite the more
than a despite the more
than a decadeold express
direction from the high
court to check such unauthorized constrctions. The
government reports show
that there was no such encroachments
in
Gandhinagar Municipal Corporation and in Chhota
Udepur district. While
Bhavnagar district has got
the highest number of such
religious structures (3,264), a
tribal district Dang has 19
such consturction, Aravalli
has 7, Gir Somnath 3 and
Junagadh district has only
two such structures.

H&M OPENS ITS SECOND AHMEDABAD
STORE IN NEXUS AHMEDABAD ONE MALL

points starting at ?249 for
kids, ?399 for Womenswear
and ?399 for Menswear. Additionally, as part of H&M’s

Surat man working as ISI spy held

Surat/Pune : Acting on
specific inputs from the military intelligence of Punebased southern command,
sleuths of detection of crime
brnach (DCB) in Surat arrested a 33-year-old man on
the charges of spying for
Pakistan’s intelligence
serivce agency ISI and handling its financial module.
The accused, Dipak
Salunke, was in touch with
Pakistan based ISI handlers
Hamid and Kashif throgh
WhatsApp and Facebook

situated in the milti-storeyed
building at Lal Darwaza to
the small cause courts at
Bhadra.The Bar has opposed
the HC’s move and demanded its reversal in a representation sent to the
chief justice.
The Bar has stated that it
has 7,500 members and they
practice in 30 courts designated to deal with the
cheque return cases. If these
cases are shifted, these lawyer would find it inconvenient to conduct the cases.
Moreover, there are only six
small cause courts with pendency of nearly 9,000 cases.

Chancellor makes sudden visit to
Gujarat Vidyapith, finds campus filthy

Puja Precedes Before Ministers
Take Charge
The Swarnim Sankul 1 & 2 in Gandhinagar wore
a festive look on Tuesday as the newly inducted
ministers took charge. Hordes of supporters with
garlands, bouquets and sweets were seen moving
from one chamber to another. Interestingly, several
of the new ministers held elaborate pujas before
taking charge of their office. This included Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel, a staunch follower of
Dada Bhagwan, bowed before his spiritual guru
before taking charge.
Cabinet minister Raghavji Patel had a formal
puja including the recitation of mantras by priests.
Minister Mulu Bera had got priests from Mumbai to
perform the puja. Rushikesh Patel, Jagdish
Vishwakarma, Bhanuben Babariya and many others also performed pujas before taking charge

Metro court Bar
opposes HC move

HC seeks infor on illegal religious constructions

Staffer’s wife seeks FIR
against NCB officer, moves HC
Ahmedabad : A Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
employee’s wife has approached the Gujarat high
court demanding registration of an FIR allegedly
hounding her husband.
Petitioner
Supriya
Nambiar has filed a petition through advocate
Utkarsh Dave stating that
her husband, Guru Prasad
KK, is being harassed by an
NCB officer, and demanded criminal action
against him.
The petition is likely to
come up for hearing on Friday.
The petitioner stated

IELTS paper scam in North
Gujarat. We also suspected
Bharat Patel had sent six
people from North Gujarat
to the US.
The six had to be rescued by the US authorities
after their boast capsized
and they almost drowned
while illegally crossing the
St Regis river onthe CanadaUS border,” said the officer.
The Gujarat police and
state agenices began hunting for human smugglers
after the Canadian police
found Jagdish Patel, 35, his
wife, Vaishali, 33 and their
children Vihanga, 12 and
Dharmik, 3, frozen to death
in an empty field on January
19. They had died just 12
from the US border.

the handlers“He ha possibly
visited several defence establishments and acquired
information using his
known contacts in Gujarat
and other states in the last
two years. We have recovered several deleted phots
of these establishements
from his seized mobile
phone,” this sources added.
A sepoy attached to an
Army unit based in Gujarat
was honey trapped by the
Pakistani handler. A court of
inquiry was carried out and
the necessary action was
taken against him in this cas.
“We are investigating to
what extent the lower
ranked army personnel
have shared information
with the handlers. So we
suspect that it could be the
exchange of basic information of the units. However,
we cannot pinpoint now as
our investigation is on,”
sources added. Accused had
also procured 50 SIM cards
that were to be sent to the
handlers through a courier
via Dubai for whic he had received Rs 75,856 from the
handlers
thouth
cryptocurrency Binance.
“We have tracked a few links
of his financial transaction
from Pakistan. The handlers
wanted the money circulation to remain within India
so that they are not tracked,”
sources said.

commitment to a more circular and sustainable future,
the new store also offers the
brand’s Garment Collect initiative which allows customers to bring unwanted
clothes and textiles by any
brand, in any condition, at
the store.
“While we’ve been available in Ahmedabad since
2018, we are excited to expand our footprint with our
second store in the city.
Bringing fashion and quality, at the best price, to our
customers is always a source
of joy.
The reception we have
had in Ahmedabad has exceeded all our expectations
and we look forward to
meeting our fashion-loving
customers in our new store.”
said Yanira Ramirez, Country
Sales Manager, H&M India.

First session of
15th Guj assembly
on December 19
Gandhinagar : The first
session of the newly elected
15th Gujarat legislative assembly will be held on December 19.
According to official
sources, a pro-tem speaker
will be appointed on December 19, who will administer the oath to the 182
elected MLAs. Governor
Acharya Devvrat will address the house during the
two-day session.
The new speaker of the
assembly will also be
elected from among the
rulling party MLAs during
the two-day session of the
assembly.
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Peru's new President seeks early
polls amid intensified protests

Lima, Dec 14 (IANS)
Peru's new President Dina
Boluarte said she plans to
meet the Congressional
Constitution Committee to
"shorten the timeframe" for
holding the early general
elections as deadly protests
have intensified across the
country.The protests are being staged by angry supporters of leftist former
President Pedro Castillo
against his impeachment
and subsequent arrest on
December 7.
At least seven people
have died in clashes between protesters and security forces in the southern
departments of Apurimac
and Arequipa.On Monday,
Boluarte, Castillo's successor
and former deputy, proposed bringing general
elections forward by two
years to April 2024 as protests intensified in several
parts of the country, with
Castillo's supporters demanding his release,
Boluarte's resignation, early
polls and the shutdown of

the Congress.In a statement
on Tuesday, the President
said she is heading a "transition" government that
aims to "call for calm and
dialogue" and "solve unresolved problems" in various
regions, reports Xinhua
news agency.
Boluarte ordered the
national police "to not use
any lethal weapons, including rubber bullets," saying
those who do will face "the
weight of the law".Defence
Minister Luis Otarola on
Tuesday declared a state of
emergency in Arequipa.
Meanwhile, Castillo
called Boluarte's plans of
early elections a "dirty
game" and called her an
"usurper", reports the BBC.
The former President
claimed he had been "kidnapped" and humiliated.
On Monday, protesters
blocked roads and set fire to
vehicles, and an estimated
2,000 stormed the airport in
Arequipa, blocking the runway and forcing flights to be
suspended for several hours.

which is of paramount importance, will be agreed and
implemented in the near future," the Director General
was quoted as saying after
the meeting.
"I will continue my highlevel consultations in the
coming days, both with
Ukraine and Russia, with the
clear aim to get this done as
soon as possible.We can't af-

Survivor of Seoul crowd crush
found dead in apparent suicide

Britain is bracing for further snow and ice as yellow weather warnings for snow and ice were issued
across the UK with temperatures set to plummet to -10C overnight. The Met Office has extended a yellow
warning for snow and ice covering northern Scotland and north east England until noon on Friday after the
record for the coldest night of the year so far was broken for the second night in a row last night. And the
cold weather is not expected to let up tonight, with parts of the north anticipating well below freezing lows
of -10C tonight.

ford to lose more time."
At the request of
Ukraine, the IAEA has over
the past month dispatched
week-long nuclear safety
and security missions to the
three other operational
NPPs in Ukraine -Khmelnytskyy, Rivne and
South Ukraine -- as well as
to Chernobyl, site of the
1986 nuclear accident.

Panel probing US Capitol riot to
release final report next week
Washington, Dec 14
(IANS) The US House select
committee investigating
the January 2021 Capitol
riot will release its final report next week, the panel's
chair Bennie Thompson
announced,
In a statement late
Tuesday, the Democrat
Congressman said the
panel will approve the report on December 19 and
release it to the public two
days later, reports Xinhua

news agency.He had previously said that they
would make "criminal referrals" to the Department
of Justice (DOJ).
On January 6, 2021,
Trump's
supporters
stormed the Capitol in
Washington, D.C., and disrupted a joint session of
Congress to affirm the
2020 presidential election
results.Approximately 140
police officers were assaulted.

A girl has died and her mother is missing in Louisiana's Caddo Parish after a
massive tornado ripped through the area. It comes as at least five other twisters were reported in Texas. At least 10million people are now under either winter weather warnings or advisories, with blowing snow and power outages a
major concern.

US charges 7 with military tech
plot on Russian govt orders
Washington, Dec 14
(IANS) The US has charged
five Russian nationals, including a suspected Federal
Security Service (FSB) officer,
and two Americans for allegedly conspiring to obtain
military-grade and dual-use
technologies from US companies for Russia's defence
sector, the Department of
Justice (DOJ) announced.
In an official statement
issued on Tuesday, the DOJ
said a 16-count indictment
was unsealed on Tuesday in
Brooklyn Federal Court in
New York City.
The seven persons are
Yevgeniy Grinin, 44, of Mos-

cow; Aleksey Ippolitov, 57, of
Moscow; Boris Livshits, 52, of
St. Petersburg; Svetlana
Skvortsova, 41, of Moscow;
Vadim Konoshchenok, 48, of
St. Petersburg; Alexey
Brayman, 35, of New Hampshire;
and
Vadim
Yermolenko, 41, of New Jersey
The Department said
they have been "charged
with conspiracy to defraud
the US as to the enforcement of export controls and
economic sanctions; conspiracy to violate the Export
Control Reform Act (ECRA);
smuggling; and failure to
comply with the Automated

S.Korea adds jobs for 21st
straight month, growth slows
Seoul, Dec 14 (IANS)
South Korea added jobs for
the 21st straight month in
November, but the growth
continued to slow for the
sixth month in a row amid
the central bank's aggressive monetary tightening,
government data showed
on Wednesday.
The number of employed people stood at 28.4
million last month, up some
626,000 from a year earlier,
according to the data from
Statistics Korea. It marked
the highest growth for any
November since the agency
adopted the current research methods in 1999.

The November figure,
however, marked a slight
drop from an on-year rise of
677,000 tallied the previous
month, reports Yonhap
News Agency.
Monthly job creation
has been losing steam since
peaking at 935,000 in May.
South Korea's jobless
rate fell 0.3 percentage
point on-year to 2.3 per cent
in November, the lowest
since 1999, the data
showed,
The growth was primarily led by those aged 60 and
older, which accounted for
479,000, or 76.5 per cent of
the on-year gain.

Fijians vote in general elections
Suva, Dec 14 (IANS) Fijians went to the polls on
Wednesday to elect 55 members of Parliament.
According to the Fijian Elections Office (FEO),
voting is underway at 855 polling stations across the
country with 343 candidates in the fray from nine
political parties, including the ruling FijiFirst party
and two independents, vying for a seat in Parliament,
reports Xinhua news agency.
These polls pit Prime Minister Frank
Bainimarama, who seized power in a bloodless coup
in 2006, against longtime rival Sitiveni Rabuka, a
former military commander who himself led two
power grabs in the late 1980s.
A total of 693,915 eligible voters have been registered for this year's general elections, with 9,916
having applied for postal ballot. A total of 77,907
Fijians were registered to vote or pre-polling last
week. However, only 54,244 Fijians cast their
votes.Polling is scheduled to end at 6 p.m.

IAEA to send permanent technical
missions to all n-plants in Ukraine
Vienna, Dec 14 (IANS)
The Vienna-based International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) will send permanent technical missions
to all the nuclear power
plants (NPPs) in Ukraine as
part of stepped-up efforts to
help prevent a nuclear accident amid Russia's ongoing
war against Kiev.
This was agreed upon
during a meeting in Paris on
Tuesday between IAEA Director General Rafael Grossi
and Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal.
Grossi and Shmyhal also
made progress in ongoing
discussions about setting
up a nuclear safety and security protection zone
around the Zaporizhzhya
Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP),
where the had IAEA deployed a permanent expert
mission more than three
months ago, the UN nuclear
watchdog said in a statement.
"While we are not yet
there and more work is required, I'm increasingly optimistic that such a zone,
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Export System relating to
the transportation of electronics".
According to the indictment, the defendants unlawfully purchased and exported highly sensitive and
heavily regulated electronic
components, some of which
can be used in the development of nuclear and hypersonic weapons, quantum
computing and other military applications.
While Grinin, Skvortsova,
Ippolitov and Livshits remain at large, Brayman,
Yermolenko
and
Konoshchenok are in custody.

Expert calls on COP15 to come up with concrete
measures to end biodiversity destruction
Lusaka, Dec 14 (IANS)
The ongoing United Nations
(UN) Biodiversity Conference (COP15) in Montreal,
Canada, should come up
with practical resolutions for
countries to adopt measures to protect the
biodiversity from further
destruction, an expert has
said.
"This Conference of Parties is very crucial in the
sense that it is a COP that is
trying to address issues of
biological diversity in the
whole world. You know that
the world has been losing a
lot of animals, plants, and
related species at a very
alarming rate," Morgan
Katati, the chief executive
officer of the Zambia Institute of Environmental Management,
a
local
organisation championing
social and environmental
justice, said in an interview,
Xinhua news agency reported.
The expert said stake-

holders were hoping that
COP15 will deliver to the expectation of the global community by coming up with
concrete measures to end
the
destruction
of
biodiversity in the world.

According to him, stakeholders expect the conference to come up with legal
texts and negotiate
strengths to ensure that the
world goes on the path of
reversal of biodiversity loss
which was happening at an
alarming rate.
The expert noted that
climate change was a multiplier risk that has affected
fauna and flora and was af-

fecting wildlife management.
He added that the conference should come up
with resolutions that will
deal with the expansion of
the human population and
its effect on biodiversity.
He expressed concerns
that
financing
for
biodiversity protection was
not as robust as a financing
mechanism for climate
change.
While acknowledging
the existence of financing
mechanisms for biodiversity
protection, such as Biological Finance and the Global
Environmental Facility,
among others, the expert
noted that the funds were
not adequate because
biodiversity conservation
was expensive and required
huge financing.
"Conservation is very
expensive, especially if you
want to talk about the restoration of natural species
and the environment.

Zelensky calls for 50mn LED
lightbulbs to cope with energy crisis
Kiev, Dec 14 (IANS) In the
wake of Russian attacks on
Ukraine's fragile energy infrastructure, President
Volodymyr Zelensky has
called for 50 million LED
lightbulbs which would
save around one gigawatt of
power and reduce the current shortfall by about 40
per cent.
He made the appeal on
Tuesday while virtually addressing an international
aid conference hosted by
French President Emmanuel
Macron.
Since Russia launched
its large scale missile strikes
in October, millions across
Ukraine are without power
with winter temperatures
plunging to below zero in
parts of the war-torn nation.
Some regions now have
electricity only for a few
hours a day. Blackouts, both
scheduled and unscheduled, have affected almost

every part of Ukraine, some
lasting days at a time.
"The
damage
to
Ukraine's energy infrastructure has caused an average
shortfall of about two-and-

a-half gigawatts of power,"
the BBC quoted Zelensky as
saying at the conference.
"We need several categories of equipment -transformers, equipment for
restoring high-voltage networks, gas turbine and gas
piston power units... At least
until the end of this heating
season in Ukraine, we need
emergency support from
the European energy system," he said.

Ukraine to get $1 bn from partners
to go through winter season: PM
Kiev, Dec 14 (IANS)
Ukrainian Prime Minister
Denys Shmyhal has said that
Ukraine will get $1 billion
from its partners to go
through the winter cold season, the government press
service reported.
Shmyhal made the remarks during a joint press
conference with French Foreign Affairs Minister
Catherine Colonna following the international conference "Standing With the
Ukrainian People" held in
Paris, France, Xinhua news
agency reported.

Out of the aid, 500 million dollars will be allocated
to Ukraine as grants, while
the rest of the sum will be
delivered in the form of
goods, services and loans,
Shmyhal said.
According to him,
Ukraine will receive most of
the aid by the end of this
year.
Earlier this week,
Shmyhal said that his country requires at least $1 billion
for the emergency support
of energy infrastructure that
was damaged by Russian
attacks.--IANS

The President also called
on the European Union (EU)
to "send special missions to
the objects of critical energy
infrastructure, which are involved in the energy supply
of Ukraine and on which the
stability of our entire region
directly depends".
He also added that
Ukraine needs support in
the purchase of about two
billion cubic meters of gas.
"Around 12 million
people in Ukraine are now
disconnected from the electricity grid... Unfortunately,
this is a typical situation for
us. And we expect new Russian strikes every day, which
can dramatically increase
the number of shutdowns."
In
response
to
Zelensky's appeal, European
Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen said
that 800 generators have already been mobilised for
Ukraine.
Taking to Twitter, she
said: "We will fund up to 30
million LED bulbs for
Ukraine, for precious energy
savings. When 50 million of
these bulbs are deployed
with our partners, this will
save 1 GW -- the annual output of a nuclear plant!
"In times of darkness, we
stand with our Ukrainian
friends."
Pledges at the conference totalled a little over 1
billion euros, with 415 million allocated to energy, according to French Foreign
Minister Catherine Colonna.

Seoul, Dec 14 (IANS) A teenage survivor of the
deadly crowd crush in Seoul's Itaewon
neighbourhood in October has been found dead in
an apparent suicide, police said on Wednesday.
Police found the high schooler dead at an accommodation in western Seoul at 11.40 p.m. on
Monday while searching the area following a report
from his mother 30 minutes earlier that her son was
missing, Yonhap News Agency quoted officials as
saying.
No suicide note was found at the scene while
police said there were also no signs of foul play.
"He is assumed to have taken his own life. No
autopsy will be conducted according to the wishes
of his family," a police official said.
Initial findings showed he was one of the survivors of the deadly crowd crush on October 29 that
killed 158 people during Halloween celebrations.
He lost a friend in the accident after visiting the
area together on the night of the accident and had
received medical treatment for injuries he sustained.
Police were looking into the circumstances of his
death to determine its exact cause.

Shehbaz decries 'callous IMF'
amid flood devastation
Islamabad, Dec 14 (IANS) Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has decried a "callous IMF", saying that the global lender had put shackles on the
country because of which the governments efforts
for rehabilitation of flood victims and providing relief to the masses had become a huge challenge.
The premier said that the government was facing many difficulties and challenges, reports The
Express Tribune.
"On the one hand, the government is burdened
by the economic destruction caused by the previous government and the resulting inflation, while
there are the strict conditions of the IMF (International Monetary Fund)," he said, adding: "We need
funds for flood recovery but the IMF has shackled
us.""It is a big challenge but there is no question of
giving up... The government coalition will work together and mitigate the sufferings of the people. We
will not rest until the (flood-affected) people are
settled in their homes.

5 year-old Indian kid falls to
death from Dubai high-rise
Dubai, Dec 14 (IANS) A five-year-old child of Indian descent died after falling from a high-rise building in Al Qusais, east of Dubai, police said.
The girl fell through a tiny window that opened
from the ninth floor of the family's apartment near
Al Bustan centre at around 9.30 p.m. on December
10, the Khaleej Times reported.
"It is a very small window and almost physically
impossible for a child to get through," a neighbour
said."I am not sure how it happened, but it is heartbreaking," he said, adding that the child "was an active and sweet girl who always smiled".
After finishing official documentation in the UAE,
the family is expected to fly the child's body back to
India for last rites, the paper reported.

Report reveals sexual abuse of
female inmates in US prisons
Washington, Dec 14 (IANS) The US Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations released
a report which revealed sexual abuse of female inmates in federal prisons.
The report released on Tuesday uncovered that
Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP) employees sexually
abused female inmates in at least two-thirds of federal jails that have held women over the past decade, reports Xinhua news agency."The BOP has
failed to prevent, detect, and stop recurring sexual
abuse, including by senior prison officials," it said.At
the all-women's prison in the city of Dublin in California, the former warden and chaplain both sexually abused female prisoners, according to the
report's findings.

US Prez signs bill on same-sex
marriage
Washington, Dec 14 (IANS) US President Joe
Biden signed a bill codifying federal protections for
same-sex marriage.The move, on Tuesday, came days
after the Respect for Marriage Act went through the
US Congress, Xinhua news agency reported.The legislation, among other things, overturns the 1996
Defense of Marriage Act while requiring states to
recognise any valid marriage performed in other
states.The measure was introduced this summer after a conservative Supreme Court justice signaled
that rulings on marriage equality and contraception
should be reconsidered.

Indian lecturer wins discrimination
case against UK university
London, Dec 14 (IANS)
An Indian lecturer has won
a discrimination case
against a UK university
whose selection process,
according to an employment tribunal, was "tainted
by race discrimination".
The University of Portsmouth failed to reappoint
Dr Kajal Sharma for a job she
had been doing for five
years, replacing her with a
white candidate with no experience of the role, The
Guardian reported.
While 11 out of her 12
white colleagues were reappointed after their contracts

ended, Sharma, hired as a
senior lecturer in 2016, was
not given her job back.
The tribunal in its judgement reprimanded the university for ignoring the fact
that "a senior member of the
academic staff who was a
BAME (Black, Asian, and minority ethnic) woman was
not reappointed to a post".
At the case hearing in
Southampton, Sharma informed the tribunal that she
had a "difficult" relationship
with her manager, Dr Gary
Rees.Citing an instance, she
said Rees had asked her to
do university work in the im-

mediate aftermath of her
father's death.
She added that there
was no adequate workplace
support for her while she
was caring for her criticallyill child.Rees encouraged a
white colleague to pursue
an additional qualification
but did not support Sharma
when she wanted to do the
same, the tribunal was told.
While reapplying for the
job as her contract neared
end, Sharma appeared before an interview panel,
which had Rees, and lost out
to a rival candidate supported by him.
CMYK

It comes after the deficit had decreased, according to President Joe Biden, by
$1.4 trillion, though the non-partisan Bipartisan Policy Center said the reason
for the decreased deficit was increased revenues through taxes and reduced federal spending, which came after covid-related spending expired. The deficit is
still $57billion higher than it was in November of 2021, with federal spending
up $28billion from last year to $501billion in November 2022, according to the
Treasury Department. While increased tax revenues were responsible for shrinking the deficit, revenues are down $13billion year-to-year to $252billion.
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Former England cricketer Flintoff injured
while filming a TV show for BBC: Reports

FIFA World Cup: Croatia will get
back on their feet, says coach
Dalic after loss to Argentina
Doha (Qatar), Dec 14 (IANS) Croatia manager
Zlatko Dalic vowed that his team would rebound
from its FIFA World Cup elimination at the hands of
Argentina.
The European side looked like a shadow of the
team that defeated Brazil in the quarterfinals, managing just two shots on target as Argentina prevailed 3-0."I'd like to congratulate Argentina for winning the semifinal and making it to the final," he said
after the match. "Now we'll get back on our feet and
try to win the match for third place (on Saturday).
"I thought we played well for the first half hour
but we weren't very clear with our game plan."
He singled out Lionel Messi, who scored one
goal and set up another, for special praise."Not much
more needs to be said," Dalic told reporters. "He's
probably been the best player in the world over the
past few years.

FIFA World Cup: No big
celebrations, we still have one
step ahead of us, says
Argentina boss Scaloni

CHRIS WHEELER: Jadon Sancho is training away from Manchester United and will not return until he is
physically and mentally ready to play for the club again. Sancho has been working in the Netherlands with
coaches trusted by his manager Erik ten Hag (top right), having not kicked a ball for United since October 22
due to illness. The 22-year-old missed the club’s training camp in Spain last week after he was left out of
England’s squad for the World Cup. Sancho, who joined United 18 months ago for £73million from Borussia
Dortmund, turned off his social media accounts last month (inset) to focus on his family and the second half
of the season, according to sources. Ten Hag has spoken to the forward about his situation on several occasions and did not want to put a timeframe on when Sancho will return to training. One of the most welcome
sights for England at this World Cup was that of Bukayo Saka and Marcus Rashford (bottom right) shining
on the international stage again. Two of the three young black players who suffered horrible racist abuse
after missing in the penalty shootout defeat by Italy in last summer’s Euros final were among the brightest
stars for Gareth Southgate’s side in Qatar. But what of the third player, Sancho?

Lusail (Qatar), Dec 14 (IANS) Argentina manager
Lionel Scaloni said his team would enjoy muted celebrations after reaching the World Cup final with a
3-0 victory over Croatia.
Julian Alvarez scored a brace and Lionel Messi
converted a penalty as Argentina won their fifth
consecutive match in this tournament after starting with a shock defeat to Saudi Arabia.
"We'll celebrate because we know it's exciting
to advance to the final," Scaloni said after the semifinal. "But we still have one step ahead of us. It's a
historic moment that we need to enjoy but that's it.
We need to focus on the upcoming match."
Scaloni heaped praise on Messi, who now has
five goals and three assists in this tournament. His
strike here saw him surpass Gabriel Batistuta as
Argentina's all-time leading World Cup scorer with
11 goals, Xinhua news agency reported on Wednesday.

Pacer Kyle Jamieson looking to IPL
2023 for return to New Zealand set-up
Auckland, Dec 14 (IANS)
Back in the fray in the Indian
Premier League (IPL) auction after a year's gap, New
Zealand
pacer
Kyle
Jamieson is looking forward
to being picked up in the
upcoming auctions for the
2023 edition and hoping to
ride on a great performance
in India to make it back to
the national team for the
busy season next year.
Jamieson, who is returning from a back injury, was
purchased in the 2021 auctions by the Royal Challengers Bangalore for Rs 15 crore
-- the highest bid for a New
Zealand player and the
fourth-highest in IPL history.
However, the 27-year-old
had struggled to meet the
price tag when playing just
nine of RCB's 15 games.
The tall quick had opted
out of the 2022 IPL to spend
more time with his family
and be fresh for New
Zealand duties as 24 NZ
cricketers had put them-

IND v BAN, 1st Test: Kohli, Rahul,
Gill dismissed as Bangladesh
reduce India to 85/3
Chattogram, Dec 14 (IANS) Bangladesh took out
captain K.L. Rahul, Shubman Gill and Virat Kohli in
the first session of the Test series opener to restrict
India to 85/3 in 26 overs. At lunch, Rishabh Pant was
unbeaten on 29 with Cheteshwar Pujara giving him
company at 12 not out.
For Bangladesh, left-arm spinner Taijul Islam
picked two wickets while Khaled Ahmed had a scalp
against his name in a wonderful morning session
for the hosts. Electing to bat first on a seemingly
good batting pitch, which had just a hint of nip and
the odd ball stayed a tad low, Rahul got off the mark
with an inner edge on the flick going through fine
leg.With the pacers giving some width, Rahul
latched on by slashing hard through gully, while Gill
scythed through cover point. Rahul then welcomed
Shakib Al Hasan by cutting fiercely off backfoot,
while Gill continued to slash and pull on the width
offered by Ebadot Hossain.

selves up for auction and
top guns like Kane
Williamson, Trent Boult,
Lockie Ferguson represented their respective IPL
franchises.
But before the IPL,
Jamieson wants to be fit
enough to play for the Black
Caps, says a report in
stuff.com.nz.
Jamieson won't be included in the New Zealand
squad for the two Tests and
three ODIs series against
Pakistan starting later this
month as he is yet to fully
recover from a back injury.
Jamieson is also certain to
miss the T20I series against
India in January.
New Zealand are also set
to play a two-Test series
against England but it is not
sure whether Jamieson will
be match-fit for that as the
only games he will play in
the meantime will be in the
domestic T20 Super Smash
competition. Therefore, Sri
Lanka's tour of New Zealand

in March, for two Tests, three
ODIs and three T20Is, seems
the most likely and obvious
target for him.
Jamieson, who has
played a couple of matches
in the Canterbury County
premier club competition
in recent weeks, had taken
72 Test wickets in just 16
games before injuring his
back during the second Test
against
England
in
Nottingham in June 2022
and has only now returned
to the cricket field after
lengthy rehabilitation.
The 27-year-old is
among 10 New Zealand
players who will come up
for bidding in the IPL auction to be held on December 23 in Kochi.
Jamieson will join Daryl
Mitchell, Tom Latham,
Michael Bracewell, Matt
Henry, Ish Sodhi, Scott
Kuggeleijn,
Kane
Williamson, Milne and
Neesham in the auction
pool.

Mumbai, Dec 14 (IANS)
Former England cricketer
Andrew Flintoff has met
with an accident while filming for a popular television
show for the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC)
and has been
admitted to
the hospital,
according to
media reports
in England.
Fl i nt o f f,
who is one of
the three presenters for the
popular show
Top Gear, was
involved in the
accident on Tuesday morning but the news came out
only late in the night.
According to reports,
the incident happened at
Top Gear's test track at
Dunsfold Park Aerodrome in
Surrey.
It is understood that the
accident did not happen at
high speed.
The reports said Flintoff,
who is also known as
"Freddie", received medical

care at the scene before being taken to the hospital for
further treatment.
"Freddie was injured in
an accident at the Top Gear
test track this morning with
crew medics attending the
scene immediately. He has
been taken to
hospital for
further treatment and we
will confirm
more details
in
due
course," a BBC
spokesperson
was quoted as
saying by Sky
Sports.
According to 'The Sun'
newspaper, Flintoff's injuries
are not "life-threatening"
and he was "driving on the
track as normal" and was
not going at a high speed.
In September of the
same year, he crashed during a drag race while he was
filming at Elvington Airfield
in Yorkshire, but walked
away unharmed, the report
said.

Three all-rounders who are on every teams
wish list in upcoming IPL 2023 Auction
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)
On Tuesday, the Indian Premier League (IPL) released
the final auction pool of
players, with the event set to
happen in Kochi on December 23. A total of 273 Indian
players, and 132 overseas,
including four players from
Associate countries, are part
of the final auction list.
Also, in the final auction
list, there are 119 capped
players alongside 286 uncapped players. The auction
will also see some of the biggest all-rounders in world
cricket go under the hammer and teams will be vying
to get them into their rosters.
Here's a look at three
world-class all-rounders
who will be on the wish list
of every team ahead of the
IPL 2023 Auction: Ben Stokes (Auction
Base Price: - INR 2 crore)
Considered by many to
be one of the great allrounders of modern cricket,
there is no doubt that Ben

Stokes, currently England's
inspirational Test captain
and leading their charge in
changing the way of playing
in the longer format, will be
one of the biggest buys of
the IPL 2023 Auctions.
The all-rounder was the
most expensive player in

the 2018 IPL auctions when
he was bought by Rajasthan
Royals for Rs. 12.5 cr. Stokes
is widely known as an expressive cricketer who relies
on his instincts to get his
team out of tight situations.
He also has great leadership
abilities and his character is
looked upon by youngsters
in the team, which makes
him the perfect role model
to have on the side.

Stokes did not feature in
last year's IPL as he wanted
to focus on his mental
health and well-being, forcing the Royals to release him
last year.
But expect the teams to
gear up for fierce bidding to
sign up a real match-winner
in Stokes.
Shakib Al Hasan
(Auction Base Price: INR 1.5 crore)
One of the finest
cricketers to have
ever emerged from
Bangladesh, Shakib Al
Hasan has been the
backbone of a
plethora of teams in his
decorated cricket career.
His confidence and temperament have led him and
his sides to perform at the
biggest stages both internationally and domestically.
He has represented Kolkata
Knight Riders and Sunrisers
Hyderabad previously in the
IPL, playing a vital role in
winning many matches for
them across many editions.
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Collinson Further Strengthens India and South
Asia Leadership Team with Saurabh Malhotra
Mumbai, Collinson,
owner and operators of the
original and market-leading
airport
experiences
programme Priority Pass,
has promoted Saurabh
Malhotra to Director Partnerships, South Asia
and Indochina. Under the regional
leadership
of
Suzanne Wong, Director of Commercial Partnerships for
Asia Pacific, and
working closely
with Sumit Prakash,
who’s expanded
role was recently
announced, Saurabh will
continue to identify and
strengthen new partnerships that deliver greater
value to Collinson’s clients
and their cardholders in key
APAC markets, including In-

dia, Thailand and Vietnam.
On the appointment of
Saurabh Malhotra as Director Par tnerships, South
Asia and Indochina, Sumit
Prakash, Country Director,
India and South Asia
said:“Recognising
Saurabh as an extremely skilled individual who holds
over 14 years of experience across
strategic partnerships, business development, and
product benefits
management,
we’re delighted to
expand Saurabh’s role to
enable him to further contribute to designing and
implementing market and
partnership-building initiatives. Following three
impressive years with

Apple fixes zero-day bug that
was 'exploited' on most iPhones
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)
Apple has fixed a zero-day
security vulnerability that
was actively exploited on
most iPhones, in its latest
iOS software update.
Available for iPhone 8
and later, Impact: Processing

maliciously crafted web
content may lead to arbitrary code execution.
Apple is aware of a report that this issue may have
been actively exploited
against versions of iOS released before iOS 15.1.
The update, iOS 16.1.2,
has been rolled out to all
supported iPhones with unspecified "important security updates."
In a security update,
Apple said the update fixed
a flaw in WebKit, the browser

engine that powers Safari
and other apps.If exploited,
it could allow malicious
code to run on the user devices.
"A type confusion issue
was addressed with improved state handling," said
Apple.According to the
tech giant, security researchers at Google's
Threat Analysis Group
(TAG) first discovered and
reported the WebKit bug
to the company.
Apple said that the vulnerability was exploited
"against versions of iOS released before iOS 15.1",
which was released in October 2021.
The bug in WebKit's
implementation of a
JavaScript API called
"IndexedDB" can reveal your
recent browsing history and
even your identity.
A zero-day vulnerability
is a bug in a system or device that has been disclosed
but is not yet patched.
Apple has released iOS
16.2, which includes end-toend encryption for data
backed up in iCloud and
other new features.

Collinson, most of which
were during the pandemic,
I have every confidence
that Saurabh will continue
orchestrating strategic and
value-adding partnerships
that provide ease of travel
to our clients’ customers
and additional value to our
partners in this incredible
region.”
The India market and
wider South Asia region
continues to be recognised
for its importance by
Collinson. Recent partnerships in the market include
collaborations with homegrown brands including
PineLabs
and
PoshVine;alongside winning thepartnership with
Visa India for the recently
launched domestic travel
experiences programme,
Priority Pass Access India.

Apple releases iOS 16.2 with
better always-on display

San Francisco, Dec 14
(IANS) Apple has started to
roll out iOS 16.2, the second
major update to the iOS 16
operating system (OS),
which includes several new
and improved features for
the users such as improved
always-on display.
Owners of the iPhone 14
Pro will take advantage of
improved always-on display
settings that allow users to
disable the mode's wallpaper and notifications if they
are too distracting, reports
The Verge.
Other new features include end-to-end iCloud encryption, Apple Music Sing
karaoke mode and much
more.
End-to-end iCloud encryption in iOS 16.2 is called
'Advanced Data Protection'
and is used to safeguard

data like notes, iCloud backups and photos.
The protection now extends to 23 "data categories," up from 14 previously
and includes device backups, messages backups,
iCloud Drive, notes, photos,
reminders, Safari bookmarks, Siri shortcuts, voice
memos and wallet passes.
For karaoke fans, Apple
Music gets its own karaoke
mode with iOS 16.2. It includes real-time lyrics and
the ability to adjust the volume of vocals so singers can
better hear their own voice.
Talking about the iPad
side, iPadOS 16.2 adds external display support for
Stage Manager, which
organises apps and windows so that users' desktop
is clutter-free and they can
stay focused.

'There's nothing to hide', says Jack
Dorsey on Musk's 'Twitter files'
San Francisco, Dec 14
(IANS) Former Twitter CEO
Jack Dorsey has responded
to new owner Elon Musk's
purported expose 'The Twitter Files' and said he believes that the company has
nothing to hide, contrary to
how the files have been
presented.Dorsey wrote an
essay on Revue, an editorial
newsletter tool for writers
and publishers on Tuesday,
reports The Verge.
He said that the Twitter
staff should not be targeted
for perceived slights, and
stated that he wished the
information had been "released Wikileaks-style."
He also promoted
Bitcoin and his own social
networking protocol in the
essay.
Dorsey's response came
after Musk spent almost a
week promoting five selective document releases
known as the 'Twitter Files',
which revealed internal
documents, Slack logs and
emails.The threads, as well
as Musk's promotion of
them, have mostly taken on

a conspiratorial tone, accusing the former Twitter executives and staff of working jointly with the government to silence Twitter users, the report said.Dorsey
disagreed and said he believed that the company
had "no ill intent or hidden
agendas, and everyone
acted according to the best
information we had at the

time." "I do still wish for Twitter, and every company, to
become uncomfortably
transparent in all their actions," Dorsey wrote.
Earlier this month,
Dorsey had challenged
Musk to stop creating sensation around the 'Twitter
Files' and make everything
public instead "without filter".

YouTube to show estimate
process time for uploads
San Francisco, Dec 14
(IANS) Video-sharing platform YouTube on Wednesday announced that it will
now show an estimated
time for how much it will
take to process users' uploads, so that they can decide the right time to publish it.In an announcement
from its 'TeamYouTube' account on Twitter, the videosharing platform wrote,
"more info, less guessing".
"Starting today, you'll
see time estimates for how

long it'll take to finish processing your uploads across
different video quality levels
(SD, HD, & 4k), so you can
decide the right time to hit
publish!"Several users
posted ther queries.
When one user asked,
"Why can't I just make it so
it publishes when it's done
processing?", YouTube replied: "The new update can
help you strategise when to
publish videos on your
channel towards your preference.
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India has 350 mn online transacting
users, set to grow 2X by 2030
audio platforms. Most of the
users across e-tailing and
gaming come from tier 2+
cities.
"There is a new trend in
content
consumption
where the time spent on
user-generated content is
2X of platform-generated
content," said the report.
Growth in UPI payments
and the comfort of paying
online have led to 110 million paid online gamers in
India, second only to e-commerce.
Gaming is adding two
million paid users per
month. Every second
Internet user is a gamer in
India, and every third transacting user in India is a paid
gamer.Gaming has almost
450 million users in 2022,
and the market will see a 33
per cent rise in paid gamers
by 2026, said the report.

Bengaluru, Dec 14
(IANS) India currently has
around 350 million online
transacting users across ecommerce, shopping, travel
and hospitality, and OTT and
the number is set to double
by 2030, a new report
showed on Wednesday.
There are about 40-45
million mature users who
spend a considerable share
of their wallet online (more
than 50 per cent).
"We expect online transactors to become 2X by
2030, with mature users being the faster-growing cohort," said Mukesh Kumar,
Engagement Manager,
Redseer Strategy Consultants.
"We also estimate that
these mature users would
account for $400 billion
online spending by 2030,"
he mentioned.At 780 mil-

lion, India is home to the
second-largest Internet user
base in the world, which is
more than 2 times of the US
population.
With the accelerated
growth of Internet and
smartphone adoption, India
is expected to surpass 1 billion Internet users by 2030.
An average Indian
spends 7.3 hours per day on
their smartphone, one of
the highest in the world.
"Cheaper data costs and
affordable smartphones
(starting at $60) have been
the fundamental drivers of
increasing online time. This
sets the stage for high digital opportunities for consumer Internet players," the
findings showed.
Most Internet users
come from product commerce, OTT video platforms,
short form, gaming, and OTT

New Tesla update
adds Steam
games, Apple
Music

Meta launches new tool to
stop spread of terror content

San Francisco, Dec 14
(IANS) Tesla on Wednesday
announced that it is rolling
out a new holiday update
which includes several new
features such as Steam
games and Apple Music.
O
n
Twitter,
the
automaker said the new
update will bring thousands of Steam games to
the new Model S and Model
X vehicles.
The Apple Music app is
also being integrated inside
the Tesla vehicles, joining
other music streaming apps
already in the cars, like
Spotify.
The update also brings
the Dog mode or Sentry
Mode which allows users to
view the cabin camera from
the Tesla application to
keep an eye on their dogs
when they are alone in the
car.With the Light Show feature, users can schedule
light shows on multiple vehicles simultaneously to
create their own orchestra
of light.

San Francisco, Dec 14
(IANS) Meta has launched a
new open-source software
tool called "HasherMatcher-Actioner" (HMA)
that will help platforms
stop the spread of terror
content, child exploitation,
or any other violating content.
With HMA, platforms
will be able to scan for any
violating content and take
action as required.
HMA builds on Meta's
previous open-source image and video matching
software, which can be
used for any type of violating content.
"Meta spent approximately $5 billion globally
on safety and security last
year, and has more than
40,000 people working on
it," said the company.
"Within that, we have a
team of hundreds of
people dedicated to
counter-terror work specifically, with expertise ranging
from law enforcement and
national security to

counterterrorism intelligence and academic studies in radicalisation," it
added.The new tool allows
platforms to create and run
their own databases, while
also allowing them to
utilise existing hash databases.
Therefore, they need
not save the offending images or videos themselves
and can run all their content through the databases
they use to detect posts
that violate their rules, according to the company.
The company shared
the tool shortly before it assumes the chair of the Global Internet Forum to
Counter Terrorism (GIFCT)
board next month.
It is a group it formed
with Twitter, YouTube and
Microsoft to fight online extremism back in 2017.
GIFCT is an NGO that
brings together technology
companies to tackle terrorist content online through
research, technical collaboration and knowledge sharing.
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Group inks MoUs with 30 Japanese tech firms
IIT-K backs new waterfront Vedanta
New Delhi, Vedanta Pranav Komerwar, India MSMEs to create a sustain- push for manufacturing of
has signed Memo- Head, Electronics Business. able economic environment critical semiconductors in
infratsructure with i-Ghat Group
randa of Understanding Sharing the Group’s vision for hi-tech SCM. World class the country. The PLI scheme

Kanpur, Dec 14 (IANS)
Acquafront Infrastructure
Private Limited (AIPL), a
start-up incubated at the
Start-up Incubation and Innovation Centre (SIIC) IIT
Kanpur, has developed a
next-gen concept "i-Ghat"
at
Kada
Ghat
in
Kaushambhi.
It is a unique futuristic
proposition to refine river
ghats in India.
According to an official
release, i-Ghat includes integrating reinforced-cement
concrete (RCC) based floats
with solar cells and electricpowered boats using Steel
Integrated Floating Jelly
(SIFJ) technology to avoid
the impact of using plastic
floats and also to reduce the
noise and air pollution
caused by diesel boats.
The i-Ghat facility at
Kada Ghat, Kaushambhi was
commissioned in September, 2022 and is equipped
with a state-of-the-art floating charging station with a
battery swap for the battery

powered electric-boats that
use captured solar energy
through the RCC-based
floating solar grid.
It is completely self-sufficient, causes zero air and
noise pollution and aligns
with NTT DATA's aim to support technology innovations for a sustainable
world.Gauri Bahulkar, Director Global CSR & India Client
Experience Centres, NTT
DATA Services said, "We
have always believed in
SIIC's quest to harness innovative talent to develop
next-gen technology and
are happy to associate with
IIT Kanpur's incubation centre which shares a longstanding history of ensuring
last-mile impact through its
deployed technology."Prof
Abhay Karandikar, Director
IIT Kanpur said, "The innovation ecosystem at IIT Kanpur
is under rapid expansion
and I am grateful to NTT
DATA for their consistent
support to us and the startups.

with 30 Japanese technology companies for development of the Indian semiconductor and glass display
manufacturing ecosystem.
The signing was done at the
Vedanta-Avanstrate Business Partners Summit 2022
held last week at Tokyo, Japan and was attended by
more than 200 delegates
from over 100 global companies.
The summit witnessed
active interests from a host
of companies keen to be
part of the ecosystem for
India’s semiconductor mission. Many partners were
also felicitated for outstanding contribution to Vedanta
Avanstrate business in the
previous years.
The supplier conference
also saw the unveiling of a
“comprehensive manufacturing plan” (CMP) by Mr.
Akarsh K. Hebbar, Global MD,
Display and Semiconductor
Business, Vedanta along
with Dr. Alan Tsai, CEO,
Avanstrate Inc. and Mr.

OYO launches 'Super OYO' in
more than 70 cities in India
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)
Global travel technology
company OYO has launched
a programme to recognise
hotels that provide the most
consistent and high-quality
customer experience.
The category called 'Super OYO' constantly analyses each hotel's performance on multiple parameters such as customer ratings and reviews, keeping
maximum rooms operational consistently, smooth
check-in experience, among
others, said the company.
Consumers can now see hotels marked 'Super OYO'
while booking through the
OYO App. Currently, there
are around 200+ Super

OYOs available on the site
and the company will encourage other hotels on its
platform to work towards

achieving this highly selective moniker and becoming
a part of this exclusive category. In line with the
company's mission to
double down on trusted
and best-in-class customer
experiences, 'Super OYO' is
one of the multiple

Wholesale inflation falls to 21-month
low of 5.85% in Nov, FM gives credit to
PM
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)
The wholesale price index
(WPI) based inflation fell to
a 21-month low of 5.85 per
cent in November on account of low prices of food.
Reacting to the fall in
WPI inflation, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said
in Lok Sabha that due to periodic interventions by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, it had come down
along with food inflation.
According to official
data, the fall in WPI inflation
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was in sharp contrast to
14.87 per cent level, which it
had touched during the corresponding period of last
year.
Compared to October
2022, when wholesale inflation was 8.39 per cent, the
November WPI inflation figures are quite low at 5.85 per
cent.
Fall in food items prices
and of manufactured items
and fuel, led to WPI inflation
coming down in November
2022. Inflation in food articles in November was 1.07
per cent against 8.33 per
cent in the previous month.
“Decline in the rate of inflation in November 2022, is
primarily contributed by fall
in prices of food articles, basic metals, textiles, chemicals and chemical products
and paper & paper products
as compared to the corresponding month of the previous year,” the Commerce
Ministry said on Wednesday.

programmes OYO is working on to help customers
find choices for the kind of
stay they are looking for,
provide relevant information to make an informed
choice and ensure comfortable and hassle-free stays at
highly competitive prices.
'Super OYO' is now available
to all app users in India and
is set to be launched across
key global markets in 2023.
OYO customers can easily
access the Super OYOs category from the home screen
by clicking on the Super
OYO banner that leads to a
dedicated aSuper OYO'
store, select their destination city and browse all
available hotels.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)
The Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology (MeitY) Startup Hub
and Google on Wednesday
announced to help 100
more Indian startups scale
their app businesses with
the second edition of
Appscale Academy.
Currently, nearly 50 per
cent of startups India come
from tier 2 and tier 3 cities.
MeitY Startup Hub and
Google will also launch a
multi-city roadshow aiming
to engage over 1,000
startups across emerging
hubs like Surat, Indore,
Coimbatore, Gangtok and
Jaipur.
The aAppscale Academy’ is a growth and development programme to train
early to mid-stage startups

Apple rolls out 5G support for
iPhone 14, other top models in
India

for semiconductors, the
EMC 2.0 scheme and many
other such initiatives have
been brought by the Government to establish an ecosystem of high-end tech
manufacturing in India. The
PLI scheme approvals by the
centre are expected in a
month’s time.
Earlier this year,VedantaFoxconn announced MoUs
with Government of Gujarat
for setting up the semiconductor fab unit, a display fab
unit, a semiconductor assembling and a testing unit
in the state. The project envisaging total investment of
USD 20 Bn with employment potential of over
100,000 people aims to provide affordable electronics
for Indians and is attracting
global players across the
value chain entailing manufacturers of highly sophisticated and sensitive equipment, materials (high purity
Gases, chemicals, wafers,
photomasks), equipment
service providers etc.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS) As India enters the 5G
era, Apple on Tuesday announced that 5G cellular
support has been enabled for new iPhone 14,
iPhone 13, iPhone SE and iPhone 12 lineups in India.
In order to use a 5G connection with Reliance
Jio and Airtel on an iPhone 12 model or later, customers will need to update to the iOS 16.2 update
that also comes with other myriad of features.
Apple last month enabled 5G in the iOS 16 Beta
software programme week for select iPhone users
in the country.
Apple Airtel and Jio customers who participated
in iOS 16 Beta software programme were able to
try out 5G.
Apple worked closely with its "carrier partners
in India to bring the best 5G experience to iPhone
users as soon as network validation and testing for
quality and performance is completed".As India rolls
out 5G in a phased manner starting with key metro
cities, smartphone players are working towards
making 5G available on their devices.

Combination of factors behind
LIC share price going up: Experts
Chennai, Dec 14 (IANS) A combination of factors
like proposed regulatory changes, business performance, head honcho from private sector, higher
profit booking and issue of bonus shares seems to
be the reason for the share of Life Insurance Corporation of India's (LIC) shares going up in the market,
said experts.The LIC scrip on Wednesday opened
at Rs 723 and during the intra-day trade it touched
a high of Rs 732 and a low of Rs 719.95.
The scrip touched a 52 week high and low of Rs
920 and Rs 588 respectively."The government's proposal to issue composite insurance licence (composite insurer is the one who can sell life and general insurance policies), news of government planning to hire someone from the private
sector to head LIC,
old news of higher
profit booking leading to the hope of
higher dividend or
issue of bonus shares
could be the reason for scrip going up," an industry
expert told IANS preferring anonymity.
That aside, the life insurance giant is also growing business, the proposed changes in the regulations by the sectoral regulator would also help LIC,
could also be the reasons, another industry expert
told IANS preferring anonymity.A change in the accounting policy resulted in LIC's profit shooting up
by Rs 14,271.80 crore to Rs 15,952.29 crore for the
Q2FY23.

India going all out to give necessary
impetus to indigenous manufacturing
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)
In the last few years, India
has been focussing a lot on
indigenous manufacturing.
The Central government has
taken up various measures
to facilitate manufacturing
in the country. The Centre
has undertaken various
steps to boost domestic and
foreign investments in India
as well. These include introduction of Goods and Services Tax, reduction in corporate tax, interventions to
improve the ease of doing
business, FDI policy reforms,
measures for reduction in
compliance burden, policy
measures to boost domestic
manufacturing through

public procurement orders
and Phased Manufacturing
Programme (PMP). Keeping
in view India's vision of becoming 'Aatmanirbhar', Production Linked Incentive

(PLI) Schemes for 14 key sectors have been announced
with an outlay of Rs 1.97
lakh crore to enhance the

country's manufacturing
capabilities and exports. In
order to achieve India's vision
of
becoming
'Aatmanirbhar' and to
strengthen its manufacturing capabilities and exports,
an outlay of Rs 1.97 lakh
crore has been announced
in the Union Budget 202122 for PLI schemes in 14 key
manufacturing sectors, beginning in fiscal year (FY)
2021-22. With the announcement
of
PLI
Schemes, significant creation of production, skills,
employment, economic
growth and exports is expected over the next five
years and more.

to build high-quality apps
for the world.
“It’s heartening to see
the meaningful impact app
developers are driving in India and across the world,
and it’s critical that we consistently support these
startups to turn their creative ideas into scalable
businesses,” said Alkesh
Kumar Sharma, Secretary,
MeitY.
Appscale Academy’s
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Class of 2022 saw apps
across sectors adapt learnings from the programme
to improve their user interface (UI), user experience
(UX), security, user base, engagement rates and ratings. One in three apps
from the cohort doubled
their visitor and install base
during the programme, according to Google.

(A Govt of Gujarat Undertacking)
O/o the Superitending Engineer (SG)
Plot No.326+327, Bhatpore GIDC,
Bhatpore, Surat.

E-TENDER NOTICE NO.08 of 2022-2023
The tenders for the works having minimum cost Rs.138.24 lakh
to 26.69 lakh are invited by office of the Superintending
Engineer (SG), G.I.D.C., Surat Under jurisdiction of Executive
Engineer, GIDC, Surat and Executive Engineer, GIDC, Vapi
through online/offline. Tender for online work sr.no.01 to 02.
The Tender for Online works can upload-download on website
www.nprocure.com. The detailed tender notice can be seen
in
GIDC
office
notice
board/GIDC
website
www.gidc.gujarat.gov.in/ information department website
www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in. Right to reject any or all
the tenders without assigning any reasons thereof are reserved
by G.I.D.C., which will be binding to all bidders. Please stay
touring web site- www.nprocure.com for any corrigendum/
addendum/modification till last date of receipt.
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Gujarat Urban Development Mission is in requirement of 02 nos.
of individual consultants for the project named ‘Gujarat Resilient
City Program’ (GRCP) funded by the World Bank.
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Sr.No.

Name of Position

Requirement (nos.)

Appointment Model

1
2

Social Expert
Sr.Urban Expert

01
01

On date-rate- basis
On monthly Basis

Detailed ToR will be available on http://gudm.gujarat.gov.in
website from the date 15/12/2022. Update regarding the same
shall be uploaded on the above mentioned website.
Interested individual is required to submit EoI along with the
documents as mentioned in the ToR to Chief Engineer & General
Manager (Tech), GUDM at above mentioned address through
address RPAD/Speed post by 05th January 2023.
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social infrastructure will be
available for use in less than
one year’s timeframe.”
Mr. Nehra added, “The
initiative was led initially by
our current honourable
Prime Minister to develop
Dholera as India’s Silicon Valley and has now started taking shape. Followed by individual company meetings
with Govt. of Gujarat, the
ecosystem
partners
pledged their willingness
and requested reservation
of facilities at the park.”
Global markets have
been heavily reliant on the
supply of semiconductors
and display-fab on a handful of countries. The adverse
effects of such dependence
were glaringly visible during
the supply-chain breakdown in the pandemic. To
mitigate these global risks
and make India self-reliant,
the Government of India,
under Hon. Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi has formulated the strategy for
Aatmanirbhar Bharat and

Business Brief

MeitY, Google to help 100 Indian
startups scale their app biz
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and global plans of Indian
display, semiconductor and
Taiwan glass foray, Mr.
Hebbar said, “We are committed to making India a
hub for electronics manufacturing. Vedanta is focussed on taking the lead in
creating the electronics industry ecosystem rather
than just technology transfers. We are excited as this
comprehensive plan has
potential to generate business opportunities of over
$40 Bn for our partners in
the coming years.”
The event was also attended by representatives
from Indian Embassy at Japan and Government of
Gujarat led by Mr. Vijay
Nehra, IAS, Director Technology Mission, Gujarat. Mr.
Nehra emphasized,“Dholera
region in Gujarat shall be
developed along the lines of
global science parks and has
all required infrastructure in
place. With Vedanta acting
as an anchor unit, the region
will be developed for 1000+
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Online Tender Notice
Narmada Water Resources, Water Supply and Kalpsar Department
Tender Notice No. (26) of 2022-23 (Second Attempt)

On behalf of The Governor of Gujarat State, Online Tender in B-1 Tender
Form for below mentioned Gate Repairing work are invited by the
Executive Engineer, Irri. Mech. Div.No.7, “Bahumali Bhavan”, B-Block,
4 th Floor, Manjushree Mill Compound, Girdharnagar, Asarwa,
Ahmedabad-380004, Phone No. (079-29703375), from the contractors
who are experienced for Gate Repairing works & who are registered
with the Government of Gujarat in N.W.R.&W.S. Department in R & B
dept. in appropriate class or above. Online tenders could be seen and
download from the website www.nwr.nprocure.com
Sr.
No.
1

Name of Work

CMYK

GUJARAT HOUSING BOARD
OFFICE OF THE HOUSING COMMISSIONER,
Gujarat Housing Board, Pragatinagar, Naranpura
Ahmedabad-3800 13

E-tender
office of the Executive Engineer, Gujarat Housing Board,
Ahmedabad under the Housing Commissioner, Gujarat Housing
Board, Pragatinagar, Naranpur, Ahmedabad-13 invites sealed and
super bids under two bid systems (Technical & Price bid) for below
works.
Name of Work

Estimated
Cost (Rs.)

Construction of
Commercial
Toilets at GOTA
Plot A&B,
Ahmedabad.
4th attempt.

Rs.8,53,147/-

Estimated
cost
(In rupees)

Unit Rate Contract for Repairing/ Maintenance
of Various type & Various size of vertical/
.............
radial/ HR dam gate of Saurashtra & North
Gujarat Region’s irrigation projects.
Details of dates for above Work are as under:1. Downloading of Tender:
Dt.-14/12/2022 to
(Up to 18:00 Hrs.)
Dt.28/12/2022
2. Submission of Tender Documents
Dt.-29/12/2022 to
(Only EMD/ Exemption certificate & Tender
Dt.04/01/2023
Fee) of the said Work should be submitted
(Up to Office Hours)
in Our Circle Office (Address as below) by
R.P.A.D./Speed Post Only (During Office
hrs.) and other documents should have to
scan and upload online compulsary.
3. Tenders for the above Work will be Opened Online by the S.E.Irri.,
Mech. Circle No.2, “Bahumali Bhavan”, F-Block, 4th Floor, Manjushree
Mill compound, Girdharnagar, Asarwa, Ahmedabad-380004 on Dt.05/
01/2023 @ 13.00 Hrs.
Note:- Tender Terms & Conditions are available on Website. Any kind
of amendments will be published only on online & will be final & binding
to all.
The tenders could be seen and download online on website
www.nwr.nprocure.com Other details of tender notice could be seen
in web site www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in of department.
INF/ABD/1402/2022

Sd/Chief Engineer & General Manager (Tech)
Gujarat Urban Development Mission

1) Tender fee Date & Time of
2) EMD (Rs) Upload &
Submission of
Tender
1) Rs.900/14/12/2022 to
2) Rs.8532/11/01/2023
18.00 hrs.

- For more information and to download the tender documents,
login to: www.nprocure.com
- Hard copy of technical bid, tender fee, EMD and other
docuements should be delivered to Superintendent Engineer
(2), 6th floor, Gujarat Housing Board, Ahmedabad on or before
dated 13/01/2023, 17:00 hrs by post or by hand delivery.
- Conditional tender will not be accepted.
- Please note that all related details, notification, corrigendum &
additional alternation will be uploaded on above website.
- The Housing Commissioner, Gujarat Housing Board,
Ahmedabad shall have the right to accept to reject one or all
tenders without giving any reasons. This tender notice will be
considered as part of contract documents.

INF/ABD/1385/2022

Sd/Executive Engineer,
Gujarat Housing Board,
Ahmeadbad
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Sitharaman to reply on discussion
over demands for grants in LS

News

New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Wednesday
will reply to the discussion
on the demands for grants
for the current fiscal and
demands for excess grants
for 2019-20 in the Lok
Sabha.
She will also introduce
the Appropriation Bills (Nos.
4 and 5) 2022 in the Lok
Sabha to seek Parliament's
nod for payment and appropriation of amounts from
the Consolidated Funds of
India for the current fiscal.
The government would
also seek to get the bills
passed.
Tribal Affairs Minister
Arjun Munda will introduce

in a Nutshell

Dalit woman alleges assault for
being 'bad omen'
Lucknow, Dec 14 (IANS) A 35-year-old Dalit
woman has accused her neighbours of allegedly assaulting and torturing her.
in her FIR, the complainant, Shobha Devi, alleged
that Ritu Singh, her husband Uday Singh and one
Anjali Singh -- her neighbours in Bharatpuri locality in Alambagh area-termed her as a bad omen and
rebuked her.
She said that when she raised her voice against
their remarks, they attacked her.
"They broke my mobile phone during the attack.
A team of policemen forced me to compromise on
the assurance that they will not repeat their act.
However, did not mend their ways," she stated.
The woman said her neighbours continued to
attack her but the cops did not entertain her
complaint."I went to the police but the outpost in
charge shouted at me and threatened to put me
behind the bars. Thereafter, I moved the court for
justice," she said.SHO, Alambagh, S.S. Dewan said an
FIR under the charges of ST/SC Act has been lodged
against the accused and the matter is being investigated.

Lucknow college opens
happiness lab for students
Lucknow, Dec 14 (IANS) The Avadh Girls' Degree
College (AGDC), a premier institution in Lucknow,
has set up a Happiness Lab.
The lab will now get an insight into a wide range
of perspectives and ideas about happiness. It also
offers strategies for improving personal happiness.
College principal Prof Bina Rai said the college
also has a unique initiative called 'Dost', a box for
students where they can express themselves (any
kind of help like doctor, counsellor) in writing."The
young generations face stress on various counts
and this initiative will help them deal with situations
and emerge emotionally stronger," she added.

Ex-MLA seeks suspension of
Cong's Guj unit chief
Gandhinagar, Dec 14 (IANS) Former Congress
legislator Raghu Desai has written a letter to AICC
president Mallikarjun Kharge, seeking suspension
of Gujarat Pradesh Congress Committee president
Jagdish Thakor.
"Though it (anti-party activities) was brought to
the notice of Jagdish Thakor, he did not act against
them timely, as they are his close associates," he
wrote in the letter addressed to Congress national
president Kharge.Desai, who was a candidate from
the Radhanpur seat, further alleged that Jagdish
Rathod, Bachabhai Aahir from Santalpur, Hardasbhai
Aahir from Radhanpur town, Ramesh Desai and
Lavji Thakor have worked against the party interest
and because of their activities, the Congress' lead
in their respective areas reduced and due to that,
he lost the election.

Union Ministers Mansukh Mandaviya and Darshana Jardosh with BJP Gujarat President CR Patil and other
Gujarat MPs after BJP Parliamentary party meeting, in New Delhi on Wednesday. UNI

Border dispute: All eyes on Amit Shah's
meet with Maharashtra, Karnataka CMs
Bengaluru, Dec 14
(IANS) All eyes are set on the
scheduled meeting of
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah with Chief Ministers of
Karnataka and Maharashtra
in connection with border
dispute between the states
on Wednesday evening.
This is the first time that
the Centre is intervening in
the matter. The border dispute, presently with the Supreme Court which is likely
to take up the issue of maintainability soon.
Home Minister Shah's
initiative came after a del-

egation of MPs from
Maharashtra sought his intervention. Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai will leave
for the national capital at
1.30 pm from the Hubballi
Airport.The meeting has
been scheduled for 7 p.m.
The outcome is likely to impact the law and order situation in both the states, especially at the border region.
Karnataka police have made
elaborate security arrangements in Belagavi district to
face any eventualities.
It will also have direct
bearing on the state Assem-

bly elections in Karnataka
scheduled to be held in less
than four months.
Karnataka Congress unit
has attacked BJP for creating
the border dispute unnecessarily only to hijack the
people's emotions at the
election time.Chief Minister
Bommai had stated that "we
will clearly state our stand
on the issue. Already, we
have furnished details to
Amit Shah regarding State
Reorganization Act, pending
case in the Supreme Court
and others. The home secretary will also be briefed over

Gujarat Police to seek remand of ISI informer
Surat (Gujarat), Dec 14
(IANS) The Special Operation Group (SOG) of Surat
will produce ISI informer
Dipak Salunke before the
court on Wednesday and
seek his remand.
Salunke was arrested on
Tuesday and the police have
found evidence of him receiving
funds
from
Pakistan's handler.
According to Surat Police Commissioner Ajay
Tomar, Dindoli based Dipak
Salunke had come in contact with Pakistan-based ISI

handler in June. Since then
he was sharing vital information about the Army
movements, and had even
sent 15 sim cards of Indian
telecom service providers to
Pakistan.Military intelligence had tipped off the local police about the suspicious activities of Salunke.
The police were keeping a
watch on him and from his
bank account details, it was
found that he had received
Rs 75,000 from Pakistan and
his handler's name was
Hamid. Salunke was running

a fashion store that faced
trouble during the Covid
pandemic and he entered
into the money transfer
business, when he was approached by the Pakistani
handler.SOG Police Inspector A.P. Chaudhary told IANS
that the accused was arrested under the IPC section
for waging war against the
Indian government and
conspiring against the
country. He will be produced before the court later
in the day and police will
seek his remand.

7 dead in Bihar after
consuming spurious liquor

Samajwadi Party leader Shivpal Singh Yadav meeting party leaders on arrival
at his government residence at Lal Bahadur Shastri Marg, in Lucknow on
Wednesday.UNI

Oppn stages walks out in RS over denial of
discussion on Chinese transgressions
New Delhi, Dec 14
(IANS) Opposition walked
out from the Rajya Sabha
after being denied discussion on the issue of Chinese
transgressions on Wednesday.
When Leader of opposition Mallikarjun Kharge
tried to raise the issue, the
Deputy Chairman said that
the Defence Minister had
already made a statement
on Tuesday.
Kharge said, "There are
many facts which have not
been put in the public do-

main and the members and
people do want to know
the facts ... so discussion
should be allowed."
The opposition started
sloganeering, but when the
chair did not allow their demand, the opposition left
the House.
Earlier, the opposition
parties met at Kharge's
room and devised a strategy for the day's session.
Minister of Defence,
Rajnath Singh on Tuesday
made a statement in Parliament on the Chinese trans-

gressions. He said that the
Indian Army has thwarted
the Chinese People's Liberation Army's attempt to
change the status quo.
He said the Army gave
a strong rebuttal and
forced the PLA to return to
their camps and the government was committed to
guarding the borders.
"I assure the House that
no Army personnel is seriously injured or lost life during this face-off and the
country has taken the matter to China diplomatically."

Patna, Dec 14 (IANS)
Seven people died and
several others lost their
eyesight after consuming
spurious liquor in Bihar's
Saran district.
The deaths occurred
from Tuesday night to
Wednesday morning.
The health of the victims started deteriorating
on Tuesday evening after
they consumed the liquor
in the afternoon, family
members have claimed.
The seven deceased
hail from Masrakh.
Following the incident, the villagers of adjoining areas blocked
highways 73 and 90 and
demanded compensation as well as the arrest
of the accused who sold

the spurious liquor.
However, district administration officials said
the cause of the deaths
was yet to be ascertained.
The bodies have been
sent for post-mortem and
results are awaited.
The officials are also
taking statements of
people who fell ill and
were admitted in Sadar
hospital Chapra and other
private hospitals.
Earlier in August, 13
persons lost their lives in
Masrakh and Maraura village in Saran district.
As per the official figure, 173 persons lost their
lives in Bihar due to spurious liquor from January to
November this year.--IANS

the issue."Meanwhile, Rohit
Pawar of NCP had visited
Belagavi, visited many
places and held a meeting
with the members of
Maharashtra Ekikarana
Samithi (MES). Kannada
slammed him for visiting
Belagavi without giving any
official intimation.Rohit
Pawar, the grandnephew of
Sharad Pawar, visited
Hindalga where nine persons were killed in police firing in 1986 and also paid a
visit to the residence of MES
Belagavi President Deepak
Dalvi.

in the Lok Sabha, The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes)
Order (Second Amendment) Bill, 2022.
The bill seeks to amend
the Constitution (Scheduled
Tribes) Order, 1950 to
modify the list of Scheduled
Tribes in Tamil Nadu.
The central government
will also seek to get the bill
passed in the Lower House.
It will also try to get the
Anti-Piracy Maritime Bill
passed in the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday. Discussion on it
started last week.
Congress MP Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury will
present seven reports of the
Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) in the Lok Sabha.

Udhayanidhi Stalin swornin as minister in TN
Chennai, Dec 14 (IANS)
Udhayanidhi Stalin, son of
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
was sworn-in as a minister in
his father's cabinet on
Wednesday.
Tamil Nadu Governor
R.N. Ravi administered the
oath office to him. The
swearing-in ceremony was
held at Durbar Hall and was
attended by several dignitaries.
All senior ministers of
the Stalin cabinet were
present during the ceremony.
The junior Stalin took
the oath of office in Tamil.
Udhayanidhi will be the
third generation from the
Karunanidhi family to become a minister in Tamil

Nadu after his late grandfather 'Kalaignar' Karunanidhi
and father M.K. Stalin.
Udhayanidhi, a movie
actor and producer was
elected from the Chepauk
Assembly constituency
which was represented by
his late grandfather,
Kalaignar Karunanidhi in
the 2021 Assembly elections with a huge majority.
The young scion of the
Karunanidhi family is likely
to get the Sports and Youth
Affairs portfolio along with
the portfolio of programme
implementation. With Tamil
Nadu moving ahead in
implementing
several
sports hubs, Udhayanidhi is
likely to get the responsibility in implementing this.

Ex-RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan
joins Rahul's Bharat Jodo Yatra in Raj
Jaipur, Dec 14 (IANS)
Former RBI Governor
Raghuram Rajan on
Wednesday joined Rahul
Gandhi's Bharat Jodo Yatra
in Rajasthan.
Rahul Gandhi had a
more than half-an-hour discussion with Rajan during
the yatra, which resumed
this morning from Bhadoti
of Sawai Madhopur.Rahul
Gandhi had a more than
half-an-hour discussion
with Rajan during the yatra,

BJP MP raises
AMU reservation
issue in RS
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)
BJP MP Brij Lal on Wednesday raised the issue of reservation in the Aligarh Muslim University in the Rajya
Sabha.He alleged that there
was no reservation for the
SC, ST and OBC in the university.
He said, "Both BHU and
AMU were enacted by the
same Act by the British government, but BHU has been
giving the reservation to the
category prescribed by the
law and the AMU is not giving it."Aligarh Muslim University was originally established by Sir Syed Ahmad
Khan as the Muhammadan
Anglo-Oriental College. It
became Aligarh Muslim University in 1920, following the
Aligarh Muslim University
Act.

which resumed this morning from Bhadoti of Sawai
Madhopur.
Rajan is known for keeping a frank opinion on economic issues. Both put forth
their views on the economic
issues for a documentary.
Raghuram Rajan was
the Governor of the Reserve
Bank of India during the second term of the UPA and the
initial years of the Modi
government.Officials confirmed that Rahul Gandhi's

Bharat Jodo Yatra will have
a week-long break after
crossing the RajasthanHaryana border. There will
be a break in travel from December 24 to January 2.
Congress General Secretary Jairam Ramesh said
that on December 16, on the
completion of 100 days of
the yatra, Rahul Gandhi will
go to Jaipur. All the passengers will participate in
Sunidhi Chauhan's music
event there.

School students join
call to save Aravallis
Gurugram, Dec 14 (IANS)
More than 750 students
from schools across NCR
came together and joined
the campaign to celebrate
'Aravalli Day' and to save the
Aravallis here in Gurugram
on Tuesday.
The students continue
their protests against the
NCR Draft Plan 2041 proposal and sought a rollback
of the draft proposal to ensure the protection of
Aravallis for their future.
They protested in the
Aravalli region and hugged
trees in a symbolic 'CHIPKO'
movement and made a human chain to save the
mountain range in the
country.
"Mining has already destroyed more than 25 per

cent of the Aravallis which is
billions of years old and one
of the oldest mountain
ranges in the world.
We are scared that if we
do not act now, in a few
years Aravallis will just remain a chapter in our geography textbooks. Over 750
students from grade 4 to
grade 10 descended into
the forest with our faces
painted as different birds,
mammals and other fauna
species that live in the
Aravallis to bring attention
to how threatened their
home is.
"Along with mining and
real estate development in
the Aravallis, the threat of
the ill-conceived NCR Draft
Regional Plan 2041 still
looms strong on our heads.

ED arrests Mukhtar Ansari in money laundering case
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)
The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on Wednesday arrested Uttar Pradesh mafia
don-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari in connection with a Prevention of
Money Laundering case.
In November, his son
Abbas Ansari was placed
under arrest after a ninehour questioning by the ED.
The ED has now arrested
the former BSP MLA,
Mukhtar Ansari who is currently lodged in Uttar
Pradesh's Banda jail, The ED
has said that there was cru-

cial evidence against him on
the basis of which he has
been placed under arrest.
The ED initiated the investigation under PMLA,
2002 against Mukhtar
Ansari (former MLA) and his
aides on the bases of multiple FIRs lodged by the
Uttar Pradesh Police.
During the investigation, it came to the notice
that two more FIRs were
lodged against Vikas Constructions (a partnership
firm) by Uttar Pradesh Police
for constructing godowns
on public/government land

after encroaching it. The
godowns were constructed
in Mau and Ghazipur district
of UP.
The firm Vikas Construction was being run by
Afshan Ansari (wife of
Mukhtar Ansari) and her
two brothers, Atif Raza and
Anwar Shahzad, and other
two persons, Ravindra
Narayan Singh and Zakir
Hussain.
The UP Police has filed a
charge sheet in one of the

FIRs registered at Mau District in which all the partners
of the firm Vikas construction have been made accused.
During the PMLA investigation, it was learnt that
rent to the tune of Rs 15
crore was collected by Vikas
Construction from Food
Corporation of India by renting out the godowns illegally constructed by encroaching public/government land at Mau and

Ghazipur district. This rent
was further used to purchase immovable properties in the name of Vikas
Construction and Afshan
Ansari.After tracing out such
immovable properties, the
Directorate of Enforcement
has provisionally attached
seven immovable properties worth Rs 1.48 crore.
The circle rate of attached properties at the
time of registration was Rs
3.42 crore.--IANS

Delhi HC defers hearing on Soren's plea
CBI sees bigger conspiracy
against disproportionate assets case till Feb 8
in Lalan Sheikh death
New Delhi, Dec 14 (IANS)
A preliminary inquiry sions from time to time to

Kolkata, Dec 14 (IANS)
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is now suspecting
a bigger controversy behind
the mysterious death of
Lalan Sheikh, the principal
accused behind the Bogtui
carnage, in its custody on
Monday evening.
The reason behind the
suspicion is that the state
police has started its own
investigation in the matter
by registering a case where
they have tagged Sushanta
Bhattacharya, the Investigating Officer (IO) of the
cattle smuggling case in
West Bengal.
CBI sources said that the
said officer had been in-

volved with the cattlesmuggling case and never
had any connection with
the separate investigating
team of CBI that was conducting parallel probe in the
both Bogtui carnage and
the murder of Trinamool
Congress leader
Vadu
Sheikh as per the order
A case in the matter was
registered by Birbhum district police and already the
Criminal Investigation Department (CID) has taken
over the investigation in the
matter. Even Lalan Sheikh's
wife, who filed an FIR at the
local Rampurhat Police Station, demanded a CID probe
in the matter.

The Delhi High court on
Wednesday adjourned till
February 8, 2023, the hearing on Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha (JMM) president
Shibu Soren's plea against
the Lokpal's notice in a disproportionate assets case.
Listing the matter for
further hearing, the court
said that no further adjournment will be given in the
case. His lawyer had sought
adjournment in the case.
On November 28, the
Lokpal had informed the
court that it is well within its
rights to initiate an inquiry
against Soren. Solicitor General Tushar Mehta had appeared for Lokpal of India.

was directed by the Lokpal
in the notice into the disproportionate assets case by
CBI under the Lokpal &
Lokayuktas Act, 2013.
In its affidavit to the
court, the Lokpal had stated
that such an inquiry is initiated only to ascertain
whether there exists a prima
facie case for proceeding in
the matter while a direction
to conduct a preliminary inquiry is not a determination
of the merit of a complaint
and does not prejudice the
public servant concerned in
any manner.
"In view of the above,
the Lokpal of India was fully
justified in granting exten-

the CBI after reviewing the
status of the preliminary inquiry and taking into account the totality of the circumstances," the affidavit
stated.Junior of Advocate
Vaibhav Tomar had moved
Soren's plea in the court
against the Lokpal's notice
in the case.
Soren's petition stated
that the Lokpal notice was
issued by taking cognizance
of a "politically motivated,
frivolous, and misconceived
complaint".
The Lokpal notice was
issued on a complaint
lodged by BJP leader and
Lok Sabha MP Nishikant
Dubey.--IANS
CMYK

The Security of Taj Mahal tightened keeping in view of the Christmas, New
Year 2023, and G- 20 summit in Agra on Wednesday. UNI

