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News

Brief
PM to kick-start
poll campaign
during day-long
visit to Tripura
New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANS)
On a day-long visit to
Tripura on December 18,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will kick-start the campaign for the 2023 Assembly elections in the state and
also hold a BJP core committee meeting.
According to a source,
discussions during the
meeting will focus on planning of the poll strategy.
“He will also meet BJP
MLAs. His welcome will be
grand,” the source added.
The Prime Minister will
also address a public gathering at the Swami
Vivekananda Stadium in
Agartala and inaugurate
some projects, as well as lay
the foundation stones for a
few others.
The Assembly election
in Tripura is likely to be held
in early 2023.
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Exemplary
punishment to
acid attacker
must for curbing
such crimes:
Gautam Gambhir
New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANS)
Delhi MP Gautam Gambhir
on Thursday demanded exemplary punishment for
those involved in the acid
attack on a 17-year-old
schoolgirl in the national
capital, saying it should be
strong enough to serve as a
strict warning to all wrongdoers.
Speaking to IANS, the
Delhi MP underlined the urgent need of a fast-track
court to expedite hearings
in such cases. “This is a heinous crime and I demand a
stringent punishment for
the perpetrators, and justice
to the girl.”

Godhra case: SC grants bail to convict serving life sentence
New Delhi, Dec 15
(IANS) The Supreme Court
Thursday granted bail to
one of the accused in the
2002 Godhra train burning,
which was followed by
communal riots in Gujarat.
A bench headed by
Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud and comprising Justice P.S. Narasimha
noted that the convict has
been in the prison for 17
years and his role was of
throwing stones at the
train.
The bench said the application of bail made by
accused Faruk is granted
and noted that he has been
in custody since 2004, and
also his appeal against con-

viction was pending before
the top court. It added that
the applicant is granted bail
subject to terms and conditions imposed by the sessions court.
According to the state
government, the accused
instigated the mob and
threw stones at the coach,
injured passengers, and
damaged the coach.
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, representing the
Gujarat government, submitted that since the convicts were throwing stones,
it prevented the people
from escaping the burning
coach, and pressed that under normal circumstances
stone throwing may be a

less grave offence, but in
this case it was different.
The top court also accepted a request made by
Mehta to list all appeals for
final hearing, including the
appeals filed by the state
government for enhancement of sentence.
In March 2011, the trial
court had convicted 31 persons, out of 11 were sentenced to death and 20
were sentenced to life. A total of 63 accused were acquitted.
In October 2017, the
Gujarat High Court upheld
the conviction of all, but
commuted the death sentence of the 11 to life imprisonment.

87% increase in MBBS seats, 105%
in PG seats in last 8 years: Mandaviya
New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANS)
Through concerted efforts
of Government, there has
been a significant increase
of 87 per cent in MBBS seats
and a massive 105 per cent
increase observed in PG
seats in last eight years, said
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya while
speaking to media on Thursday.
Reiterating
the
government’s commitment
towards bringing a drastic
paradigm shift in education
in the country, he said that
since 2014, several steps
have been taken to ease the
access to quality education
in the country for the
younger generation.
The Health Minister also
underlined the impact of
several initiatives taken for
the quality medical education.

“We can see change
happening at every nook
and corner of the country.
With this momentum and
coordination among stakeholders, we will be able to
create a holistic ecosystem
of education in the country,”
Mandaviya told media.
“Since the Modi government came into power, concerted efforts have been
taken to train and improve
the affordability and accessibility to quality education
for our students,” he said
adding that while India had
a limited number of 387
medical colleges in 2014,
the system was riddled with
far too many problems.
There is a paradigm shift
from input-based to outcome-based approaches
and reforms under Modi
government. Consequentially, we now have 648

medical colleges in 2022
with a whopping 96 per
cent increase in the number
of Government Medical Colleges (GMC) alone and a 42
per cent increase in the private sector, since 2014. At
present, out of 648 medical
colleges in the country, 355
are government and 293 are
private. MBBS seats have
also seen a massive 87 per
cent increase from 51,348 in
2014 to 96,077 in 2022. Similarly, PG seats have observed an increase of 105
per cenr with 31,185 seats in
2014 to 63,842 in 2022, said
Mandaviya.
He said that with a vision
to create 10,000 MBBS seats
in Government Medical Colleges (GMC), 58 colleges
across 16 States have been
approved with an increase
of 3,877 MBBS seats. Similarly, to increase PG seats, 72

Mukhtar Ansari
convicted, gets
10-year jail in
Gangsters Act
case
Ghazipur
(Uttar
Pradesh), Dec 15 (IANS) The
MP/MLA court in Ghazipur
on Thursday convicted and
sentenced Mukhtar Ansari
to ten-year imprisonment in
a 1996 case under the Gangsters Act. His aide Bhim
Singh has also been
awarded a ten-year sentence by the court.The court
has also imposed a fine of Rs
five lakh each on the two.
This is the first case in which
Ansari has been convicted
by the court. It relates to the
murder of Avadesh Rai,
brother of Congress zonal
president Ajai Rai, in 1996.
Rai had testified in court
against Mukhtar Ansari.

medical colleges in 21
states/UTs have been approved in phase I, with an
increase of 4,058 PG seats.
To create 4,000 PG seats in
the GMCs, in phase II, a total
of 47 colleges have been
approved with an increase
of 2,975 PG seats.
Emphasising on correcting regional imbalances in
the availability of affordable
and reliable tertiary
healthcare, Pradhan Mantri
Swasthya Suraksha Yojana
(PMSSY) was launched. The
programme targets establishment of AIIMS like institutions and the upgradation
of existing GMCs (by establishing super-speciality
blocks) in a phased manner.
22 new AIIMS and projects
for the up-gradation of 75
government medical colleges were taken up under
the scheme.

The pack is complete, says IAF as
last of 36 Rafale jets land in India
New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANS) With the landing of the 36th
and the final fighter jet, the Indian Air Force (IAF) on
Thursday received the delivery of all the aircraft for which
it had entered into a Rs 58,000-crore deal with France’s
Dassault Aviation in 2016.
“The pack is complete. The last of the 36 IAF Rafales
landed in India after a quick enroute sip from a UAE Air
Force tanker,” the IAF said in an official statement.
A squadron of Rafale will monitor the western border and northern border with Pakistan, while another
squadron will monitor the eastern border area of India.
Due to the completion of the Rafel deal, the strength of
the Indian Air Force has increased especially at a time
when tension and a clash has erupted at the International borders with China.
According to sources, the 36th Rafael fighter jet will
soon become a part of the Air Force’s Squadron. Among
the India-specific enhancements, the jets included helmet-mounted sight, radar warning receivers, flight data
recorders with enough storage for 10 hours, infra-red
search and track systems, and towed decoys to lure incoming missiles away and missile approach warning system. Recently, the Air Force had successfully tested longrange Meteor missile and Scalp air-to-ground missile
from Rafale. A HAMMER missile has also been added to
Rafael’s arsenal. This missile is capable of accurate attack
in short range, the official added. The IAF shared the update along with the picture of the world’s most advanced
fighter jet. India had received the first batch of five Rafale
jets at the Air Force Station Ambala in July 2020. These
jets were a part of the 17 Squadron.

BJP MPs protest
in LS over liquor
deaths in Bihar
New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANS)
Several BJP MPs from Bihar
in Lok Sabha on Thursday
sought strict action against
those responsible for sale of
illicit liquor in the state,
while blaming the state
government for deaths of
more than 20 persons after
consuming spurious liquor
in Saran district.
Raising the issue during
Zero Hour in Lok Sabha, BJP
MP
from
Paschim
Champaran Sanjay Jaiswal
alleged that fake liquor is
being distributed in Bihar
through the local administration, which has led to
deaths of several persons in
Saran district of the state.
He further claimed that
several such incidents of
deaths due to consumption
of spurious liquor have
taken place in the state in
the past also. The sale and
consumption of alcohol has
been banned in Bihar since
April 2016.

UP Assembly to have new set of rules from 2023

Mehrauli murder:
DNA of Shraddha
bones matches
with father
New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANS)
The brutality of Shraddha
Walkar murder by her livein partner, Aaftab Ameen
Poonawalla, was officially
confirmed after the DNA
extracted from bone pieces
recovered in the Mehrauli
forest matched with her
father’s samples, sources
said on Thursday.
The Delhi Police teams
investigating the case had
recovered 13 bone pieces
after Aaftab told the investigators that he chopped
her body into several pieces
and dumped them into the
forest area.
The bone samples were
sent for DNA analysis to the
Central Forensic Science
Laboratory. Meanwhile,
Poonawalla’s polygraph test
report was submitted to the
police by the Forensic Sciences Lab (FSL) on Wednesday. More details are
awaited.

Assam State Electricity Supply Workers Union staging a dharna in support of their 15-points charter of
demands in front of Bijulee Bhawan, at Paltan Bazar, in Guwahati on Thursday. UNI

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with BJP MP from Saran (Bihar) Janardan Singh
Sigriwal at Parliament House during the winter session in New Delhi on Thursday.
UNI

Lucknow, Dec 15 (IANS)
In the New Year, the Uttar
Pradesh Legislative Assembly will have a new set of
rules, making sweeping
changes in the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business of the Uttar
Pradesh Legislative Assembly, 1958.
Assembly
Speaker
Satish Mahana said that
new rules are the need of
the hour to run the Vidhan
Sabha.
He has formed a 10member drafting committee to lay out a new draft of
rules and procedures.
“It would be better to
bring in a new rule book instead of making amendments to the existing one
as it would be a tedious
process,” he said.

45 adopt Buddhism in Gujarat, VHP
says not averse to this conversion

Vadodara (Gujarat), Dec
15 (IANS) The Vishva Hindu
Parishad (VHP) here said on
Thursday that it was not
averse to the group of 45
people adopting Buddhism
in Balasinor Taluka of
Gujarat’s Mahisagar district.
The group had converted even before their applications were approved by
the district collector . The
conversion took place on
Tuesday. Reacting to this,
Vishva Hindu Parishad
( VHP) state spokesman
Hitendrasinh Rajput said,
“Buddhism is a wing of Hinduism, it is mentioned in the
Darshan Shastra, but we are
against abusing Hindu deities. People are being lured
to convert on some promises. It is like bribing them.”
The VHP reaction came
after the news was reported
in regional dailies. According to reports, 45 persons
from three districts converted to Buddhism without
prior permission of the district magistrate as per the
rule of the Gujarat Freedom
Religion Act, 2003. Under
this Act, any person who
wants to quit the religion in
which one is born and
adopt another religion, will
have to take prior permission from the district mag-

istrate or collector. “There is
no violation of the law,” defended
by
Kamlesh
Mayavanshi, who too has
adopted Buddhism along
with 44 others. His defense
was, “All those, who wanted
to quit Hindu religion, had
applied to the district collector a month ago, according

to norms. The district collector has to approve the application within 30 days from
the filing of the application,
if not approved, it is deemed
to be approved, and so we
believe we are granted permission to adopt Buddhism.” Mahisagar District
Collector Bhavin Pandya

told IANS that he has received applications seeking
permission for the conversion, “which are under process, as those who wished to
quit from three districts,
from respective taluka
Deputy Collectors opinions
were sought and so it took
time”.

The drafting committee, headed by principal
secretary, Vidhan Sabha,
Pradeep Dubey, includes
retired officer from the law
department, SN Srivastava,
and retired special secretary, finance department,
Shankeshwar Tripathi, as
members.
The committee is likely
to submit the draft for new
rules to the Speaker in
January. The Speaker will
then put it before the 13member Rules Committee

of the UP Vidhan Sabha.
The Rules Committee is
chaired by the Speaker
himself and has MLAs from
various political parties.
“Once approved by the
Rules Committee, the draft
would be tabled before the
House for approval,” the
principal secretary said.
The need for replacing
the 64-year-old Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of
Business of the UP Legislative Assembly was felt after
new technology was intro-

duced in the Vidhan Sabha.
“It became more important after e-vidhan was introduced in the legislature,”
the principal secretary said.
One of the major
changes in the rules would
be reducing the notice period to convene the house
from 14 days to seven days.
The language of the
rules would also be simplified as it has been felt that
legislators, especially the
first-timers, find it difficult
to understand the rules.

Man held for duping several youngsters
on pretext of job in Merchant Navy
New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANS)
Delhi Police’s Economic Offences Wing (EOW) has arrested a man for allegedly
cheating youngsters on the
pretext of providing them
jobs in Merchant Navy, an
official said on Thursday.
The accused has been
identified as Akash Thakur
alias Avadh Bihari, a native of
Jehanabad district in Bihar.
Last year, on May 21, the
EOW had registered a case
under relevant sections of
IPC after receiving a joint
complaint from one Sanjay
Yadav and others.
“The complainants had
alleged an Ocean Galaxy

Marine Private Limited
through its director namely
Akash took money from
them on the false promise
to get them a job in the Merchant Navy.
A total of 30 victims had
paid between Rs 3 to 4 lakh
each,” said Jitender Kumar
Meena, Deputy Commissioner of Police (EOW). “After taking money, Akash absconded and he was also
declared a proclaimed offender.
However, on December
14, after receiving specific
inputs that he was running
a tour and travel office in the
name of‘Dhanlaxmi’ in Vipin

Garden, a police team apprehended him,” said the
DCP. Akash, in 2019, opened
a consultancy company
Crown Marine Management
Private Ltd at Dwarka Sec11, Delhi.
“He did not have the licence from the Director
General of Shipping, Ministry of Shipping, which is necessary to run this type of recruitment company.
Later, he purchased another company Ocean Galaxy Marine Private Ltd
which has a licence of DG
Shipping and started to
work from District Centre in
Janakpuri.

Over 60L complaints received on
CPGRAMS in three years: Centre
New Delhi, Dec 15
(IANS) Over 60 lakh complaints have been received
on the Centralised Public
Grievance Redress and
Monitoring
System
(CPGRAMS) during the last
three years.
In a written reply to a
question in the Rajya
Sabha on Thursday, Union
Minister of State, Personnel Jitendra Singh said
that these complaints
were received from January 1, 2020 to November
30, 2022.
He said that the government was sensitive towards the timely and effective disposal of grievances and in order to
check the quality of dis-

posal, CPGRAMS provides
facility to the citizens to
record their feedback on the
portal and if a disposal is
rated as poor, the option to
file an appeal to the next
higher authority is enabled.
The minister informed
that the government has
also set up a feedback Call
Centre to get the citizens’
feedback on disposed of
grievances. The citizen can
also get the appeal filed
through the Call Centre if
they are not satisfied with
the disposal of the grievance.
During January 2021 to
November 2022, a total of
2,40,932 appeals have been
filed against 40,73,464
grievances disposed of dur-

ing this period. The central
government has taken several measures to sensitise
Grievance Redressing Officers (GROs) and to
strengthen their capacity
to handle the grievances
effectively.These measures
include training of grievance officers under the
Sevottam, operationalizing
monitoring dashboard to
review the performance of
GROs, regular review meetings with Grievance Officers and nodal officers, publishing monthly reports on
CPGRAMS and building facility for root cause analysis of grievances with the
help of next generation
technology, said the Minister.
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah with BJD MP Bhartruhari Mahtab at Parliament House during the winter session of Parliament in New Delhi on Thursday.
UNI
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The cost of India’s
subsidy spike

Spending has increased in response
to extraordinary crises. But high
subsidy bills also entail costs, create
market distortion. Direct benefit
transfers are the way forward

The Narendra Modi government received the Lok
Sabha’s nod on Wednesday to spend an additional
Rs 2,14,580.88 crore towards subsidies on the 3Fs —
food, fertiliser and fuel — in the current fiscal. Assuming no further batches of supplementary demands
for grants, it will take the total expenditure in 202223 to Rs 5,32,446.79 crore: Food (Rs 2,87,179.34 crore),
fertiliser (Rs 2,14,511.27 crore) and petroleum (Rs
30,756.18 crore). That would be the second highest
outgo on major subsidies after the Rs 7,06,006.53
crore in 2020-21. The latter bill, however, largely comprised arrears, with the Modi government making a
one-time provision to clear all subsidy dues to the
Food Corporation of India and fertiliser companies.
This time’s overshooting is entirely on account of current obligations, linked to the government’s decision
to cushion consumers and farmers from the ravages
of Covid-19 and the Russia-Ukraine war.
The last three years have, no doubt, been extraordinary in terms of external shocks —the pandemic
(2020-21 and 2021-22), weather (2021-22) and war
(2022-23) — with each seamlessly transitioning to the
other. One can, to that extent, defend the spike in
subsidy spending as response to crises that come
only once in a decade or more. The government can,
indeed, take credit for ensuring that the poor and
vulnerable got access to free/near-free grain through
the pandemic — not a small thing for a country that
saw millions die during the 1943 Bengal Famine or
the great drought of 1899-1900. There was also no
significant shortage of urea and di-ammonium phosphate (DAP) for Indian farmers, despite the disruptions to the global fertiliser trade following the war.
Even on petrol and diesel, the Modi government softened the blow by not allowing retail prices to go up
since early-April this year.
All this, of course, entails costs. The Rs 5,32,446.79
crore subsidy bill on the 3Fs will consume nearly a
quarter of the Centre’s budgeted revenue receipts for
this fiscal. Amounts apart, the problem lies in the
market distortions created and incurred excessively
even in normal years. The Modi government has addressed this substantially in fossil fuels, which are today, rightly, net taxed than subsidised. But this does
not apply to fertiliser and food. Since November 2012,
the retail price of urea has been raised just once —
from Rs 5,360 to Rs 5,628 per tonne — only to cover
the cost of neem-coating.The same goes for DAP, with
fertiliser companies being forced to heavily underprice it as well. The issue prices of wheat and rice
through the regular public distribution system, too,
are frozen at Rs 2-3/kg since July 2013. Biting the bullet on food and fertiliser subsidy, by replacing them
with targeted direct benefit transfers, would be too
much to expect in a year of many elections.

Pramukh Swami Maharaj Centenary Celebrations: Opening Ceremony, Ahmedabad, India

In 3-years, PM Modi & Amit Shah transform
terrorism-hit J&K into progressive 'Naya J&K'
Srinagar, Dec 15 (IANS) Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his trusted lieutenant Union Home Minister Amit Shah within three years have transformed Jammu and Kashmir from a terrorism-hit
state to one of the most progressive regions in the
country.Soon after Narendra Modi took over the
reins of the country in 2014, he made his intentions
clear about scrapping J&K's special status and its
complete merger with the Union of India.
When PM Modi returned to power with a
thumping majority in 2019, he assigned "Mission
Kashmir" to Union Home Minister Amit Shah with
a direction that all the problems hovering around
Kashmir should be resolved once for all.
Shah without wasting any time brought the Bill
to abrogate Article 370, a temporary provision in
the Constitution, on August 5, 2019.
Both the Houses passed the historic Bill to end
the so-called special status of J&K and divided the
region into two Union Territories, J&K and Ladakh.
What the leaders couldn't do in 70-years was done
by PM Modi led dispensation within a span of 5years after assuming the power. When J&K's special was revoked, Kashmir-based leaders announced that J&K's connection with India had
been broken and within no time Himalayan region
would end up in the lap of Pakistan. They had predicted a massive uprising and J&K getting burnt.
However, nothing happened, J&K people accepted the Centre's decision gracefully and not
even single protest was witnessed across the region. Even people didn't come out too seek the
release of 40 mainstream politicians, who were detained after the Centre's August 5, 2019 decision.

Who should
get bioremodelling?

Yoga and
Pranayama
help ease
panic
attacks
By Dr Rajeev Rajesh
New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANSlife) An increase in the body's normal reaction
to stress, fear, or excitement is what
causes panic attacks. The body, the
psyche, and one's general health can
all be impacted by the symptoms of
panic attacks. Negative thoughts and
uncomfortable physical sensations,
such as rapid heartbeat, perspiration,
and heavy breathing, are frequently
present during panic attacks. A
person's quality of life can be negatively impacted by panic attacks, even
if some people are more prone to
them than others.
Despite the difficulties caused by
panic attacks, there are strategies to
control the symptoms and lessen
worry. Yoga is a centuries-old discipline that can aid in reducing anxiety
and controlling panic attack symptoms. Additionally, yoga can improve
mindfulness, lessen anxiety, and help
with stress management.
How Yoga can help with Panic
Disorder?
There are various symptoms associated with anxiety and panic like
tightness, feelings of tension and pain
sensitivity. Yoga asanas can help ease
the physical discomfort that comes
with anxiety and panic attacks. The
practice works to lengthen, stretch
and balance the muscles of the body.
The asanas also assist in releasing stiffness and built-up muscle tension
throughout the body. Additionally, by
gradually modifying the posture of the
body, asanas can also bring about a
change in the mentality of a person.
Yoga allows people to get to know
their bodies.
Therefore, if the teacher tells a student to "release the shoulder", for example, he/she becomes aware of the
posture and gradually learns to release
the tension from their body. As a result, they also become less anxious
and panicked in their day-to-day lives
as they become aware of the tensions
and how to let them go.

Another form of supplementary
medicine for the mind-body system
that has been around for centuries is
meditation, which can help calm the
mind and induce deep relaxation. A
person can concentrate their attention
and clear their mind of disorganised
thoughts that may be stressing them
out. As a result, both physical and emotional health are improved.
Pranayama Effect on Stress and
Anxiety
One of the essential elements of
yoga practise is pranayama, or the art
of controlling breath. The breathing
exercises and patterns known as
pranayama involve deliberately timing
one's inhalations, exhalations, and
breath holds. According to research,
pranayama might enhance the stress
response by soothing the neurological system.
People breathe too quickly when
they are nervous. Fast breathing
causes the blood to have an excessive
amount of oxygen and less relative
carbon dioxide, which affects the
blood's pH level. This may result in
nauseousness, twitching muscles, irritation, dizziness, anxiety, and stress.
The blood's pH level, however, returns
to normal with calm, controlled
breathing. This slows down the heart
rate and calms the body and mind.
Yoga and Pranayama to Combat
Panic and Anxiety
BaddhaKonasanaHow to do:
Sit on the floor with your legs
stretched to the sides Exhale while you
bring the bottoms of your feet
togetherPull the feet toward the
pelvisDrop your knees to the sides
Continue to press your heels together while you take deep breaths
DhanurasanaHow to do:Lie face
down on your mat with the arms by
the sidesKeep your knees hip-width
apart as you bring your heels as close
to your glutes as possibleGrasp your
ankles with the handsInhale while simultaneously lifting the thighs, heels,
head, and sternum away from the
floor.

By Dr Rickson Pereira
New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANSlife)
Everybody wants to look their
best when the seasons of life
change. We all enjoy showing off
our youthful, healthy skin that
radiates and glows, regardless of
our age. However, having skin
that is healthy and youthfullooking takes work. Time and effort must be put out.
There is no instant miracle
cure
The first and most important
step is to consistently follow a
decent skincare routine. However, certain circumstances that
are out of our control, such as
the loss of collagen, elastin, and
hyaluronic acid in the deeper
layers of the skin, may be too
great for skincare to handle
alone. These three vital elements
for healthy, firm skin begin to
dwindle over time, leaving our

skin thinner, drier, and saggier
than before. These losses happen as a result of pollutants, ageing, and lifestyle choices.
What can you do?
Touted as a game-changing
treatment that hydrates from
below the skin's surface, bio-remodelling treatment may be the
answer to your hydration and
anti-ageing needs. Using a slow
release of hyaluronic acid, it
helps to replenish hyaluronic
acid and enhance the formation
of both collagen and elastin,
both of which make up the
structural support of the skin.
With this therapy, such ageing
defects can be delayed and
minimised significantly.
Bio-remodelling works differently from other dermal filler
treatments since it is formed
entirely of hyaluronic acid. It
blends seamlessly into the skin
and spreads itself adequately to
provide the needed hydration
and flexibility. The structure of
the face is not altered by bio-remodelling treatment, it simply
gives you more rejuvenated, radiant and ravishing skin.

Both Modi and Shah had done
their homework very well and the developments that have taken place during the past three years have vindicated the Centre's decision to change
J&K's status-quo. Neither J&K has
burnt nor has it fallen into the lap of
Pakistan. It continues to be an integral

part of India and will remain so forever.
Terrorism biggest atrocity
The abrogation of Article 370 has
made it clear to one and all that there
is no good terrorism or bad terrorism.
Terrorism in any form is the biggest
atrocity against humanity.
Pakistan stands exposed before
the world for exporting terror to J&K
for 30-long years and leaving no stone
unturned to turn it into a graveyard.
Violence was imposed upon J&K
people as Pakistan exported terrorism
and its sympathizers made every pos-

sible attempt to destroy Jammu and
Kashmir. Separatists sponsored by the
neighbouring country conspired
against J&K, misguided innocent
youths, and used them as cannon fodder, while their own children went to
Delhi, Mumbai and abroad to get quality education and lead a normal life.
Skeletons tumble
Former political rulers played
into the hands of separatists by
talking about Kashmir being an issue and its needs a resolution.They
used to believe that for running the
government they have to remain in
the good books of Pakistan
stooges. On many occasions they
obliged the separatists by providing government jobs to their kith
and kin.
The governance in erstwhile
J&K State was meant only for the select few elites and not a common man.
After August 5, 2019, many skeletons tumbled out leading to people
asking hard questions like, how NoKs
of terrorists were recruited in the government services? How secessionists
were given jobs? And a common man
was left out.
In 'Naya Jammu and Kashmir' the
foundation of which was laid by PM
Modi and Union Home Minister Amit
Shah three years ago, the situation has
changed. Jammu and Kashmir has

overcome the fear of guns and
is scaling new heights of development. There is greater ease of
living in the lives of people. Article 370 promoted secessionism, terrorism, nepotism and
large scale corruption to
Jammu Kashmir. It denied due
rights to people and was used
by Pakistan to fight a proxy war
with India.The abrogation of Article 370 has ushered a new era
of peace, progress and prosperity in the erstwhile princely
state.
Befitting reply
A befitting reply has been
given to terrorists sponsored by
Pakistan and their supporters.
Terror financing and local recruitment in terrorist ranks have
been curbed to a great extent.
Peace has not been brought. It
has been established.
In the past 3-years, J&K
people have endorsed each
and every move of the government.They have grabbed all the
opportunities that have been
provided to them. They have
raised their voice against the
terrorism and the senseless acts
of violence committed by the
terrorists.

Period Taboo - How it impacts
mental health in a girl child
Most adolescent girls
in India don't learn
about menstruation
until they experience it
for the first time,
because the topic is
rarely discussed.
By N. Lothungbeni Humtsoe
New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANSlife) The
mental and physical well-being of girls
and women continues to be negatively impacted by the persistence of
menstrual taboos in many cultures.
The difficulty in addressing myths
and misunderstandings surrounding
menstruation is exacerbated by
people's limited knowledge of puberty, menstruation, and reproductive
health.
When young girls get their first
period, they experience emotional distress and fear. When they are not allowed to ask questions and receive answers in an open and honest environment, things worsen. Most adolescent
girls in India don't learn about menstruation until they experience it for
the first time, because the topic is
rarely discussed.
It demonstrates how rarely parents
prepare their daughters for a life event.
And because of this lack of readiness,
many women experience needless
anxiety and worry affecting their mental health as well. Menstruation remains a taboo subject in India and
women still carry a stigma and severe
restrictions are imposed on the lives
of the women who have them even
today.
Young social entrepreneur
Advaitesha Birla, founder of the nonprofit organisation Ujaas - to raise
awareness of menstruation hygiene
and wellness said: "Menstruation is a
natural part of a woman's body, but a
lack of knowledge about it can lead to
stigma and false beliefs, both of which
can be harmful to a woman's health.
The shame associated with periods
prevents people from passing down
advice about how to handle your period from one generation to the next.
Low levels of oestrogen and progesterone coincide with a woman's period.
Reduced oestrogen levels alter the
balance of chemicals in the brain.
Some research links low oestrogen levels and low serotonin levels, the
"happy chemical" that makes you feel
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content. The mental health of a young
girl may suffer as a result of the aforementioned stigma and taboo."In India,
early on, females are socialised to accept the discomfort of menstruation
as normal, and it is unusual to see a girl
seek medical attention for the emotional or physical distress that comes
with it. Birla said, "Menstruation is a
natural part of a woman's life, and the
taboo surrounding it needs to end. Periods are a natural process that should
be treated like any other. Most girls experience severe discomfort, mood
swings, depression, anxiety, and stress
during menstruation, and they often
lack basic knowledge about the menstrual cycle and proper hygiene during this time. Dysmenorrhea, or pain
and cramps, is the most common
menstrual disorder affecting young
adolescent women. Periods cause depression, anxiety, and stress."
According to Birla, the main barrier

more effectively. He adds, "Raising
awareness of menstruation is the first
step toward starting open conversations about it in our culture.
The first step in removing taboos
is to end the practice of using unpleasant expressions for periods. It is critical for girls and women to feel comfortable communicating with their
male relatives, such as their fathers or
brothers, to receive the appropriate
level of care. This discussion must include men as a whole. AA majority of
the girls heed the advice and discuss
the subject with their mothers. This
means that educating mothers about
menstrual health is beneficial in addressing menstrual health issues. The
education of all educators should include the fundamentals of menstruation. Female educators, in particular,
must be encouraged to initiate conversations about girls' mental and
physical health with their students."

to health-seeking behaviour is embarrassment about menstruation, which
links to disorders such as social phobia, anxiety, and depression.
Commenting on dealing with such
issues more effectively. He adds, "Raising awareness of menstruation is the
first step toward starting open conversations about it in our culture. The first
step in removing taboos is to end the
practice of using unpleasant expressions for periods.
It is critical for girls and women to
feel comfortable communicating with
their male relatives, such as their fathers or brothers, to receive the appropriate level of care. This discussion
must include men as a whole. Commenting on dealing with such issues

"Public and private schools, as well
as universities, must do their part to
help young women cope with menstrual health issues and dispel any
myths or stigmas that may exist within
their institutions and society. Finally,
by implementing sessions and workshops to educate female students
about menstruation, schools can
boost a girl's self-esteem and dispel
harmful stereotypes. Attending one of
these sessions can help young
women prepare for the onset of menstruation. Girls who take care of themselves during menstruation are more
likely to attend school on a regular
basis, which is often hampered by period taboos in countries such as India,"
Birla concludes.

In the news

CMYK

AHMEDABAD FRIDAY 16/12/2022

Sonakshi Sinha named PETA
How Shweta Tiwari balances her
Person of the Year 2022
professional and personal responsibilities

Mumbai, Dec 15 (IANS)
Popular face of the TV industry Shweta Tiwari, who is
currently seen in 'Main
Hoon Aparajita', playing the
role of a mother of three
daughters, reveals how she
is maintaining a balance between her personal and professional lives.
The actress has a 6-yearold son, Reyansh and a 22year-old daughter, Palak. As
she is always on the sets and
busy shooting, she has decided to bring her son to her

work place so that she can
give him time as well.
She shared: "As I am
shooting for 'Main Hoon
Aparajita' for most of the
day, I have ensured that
there is room for Reyansh on
set. He goes to school and
then returns to my set in the
evening, where we spend
time and travel back home
together. I try my best to
manage both, my shoot, and
my responsibilities towards
Reyansh."The actress made
her place in the entertain-

Rihanna struggles to get back into
stilettos after becoming mom
Los Angeles, Dec 15
(IANS) Singer Rihanna is not
used to wearing heels since
becoming a mother.
After welcoming her son
in May this year with her
boyfriend rapper A$AP
Rocky,
34,
whose name
they have not
yet released to
the public, the
'Umbrella'
hitmaker found
it hard to get
back into stilettos
despite
turning looks
"throughout" her entire
pregnancy,
reports
aceshowbiz.com.
"It's crazy. Getting back
into heels was tough, even
though I wore heels
throughout my entire pregnancy. But after you give
birth it's like, 'Oh, this is different,'" the 34-year-old pop
star told OK! Magazine.
Rihanna, who helms the

Savage x Fenty fashion empire, believes athleisure is
going to be "huge" for her
clothing line. She said: "Everything is a sport nowadays. Going to the coffee
shop, going to the grocery
store, walking the dog,
running errands, everything is a
sport."
"When I
was pregnant that
was a sport,
and what
saved my life? Leggings! So
at Savage, we just applied
our sexy details to the technical fabric and the sporty
silhouettes. I think sport is
going to be huge for us."
The 'Love on the Brain'
hitmaker enthused about
how 'important' feeling
'sexy' is to her style and the
ethos of her apparel designing.

ment industry with the role
of Prerna in 'Kasautii
Zindagii Kay' and also acted
in a number of daily soaps,
films and web series. She
was also the winner of 'Bigg
Boss 4' and participated in
'Khatron Ke Khiladi 11'. She
made her digital debut with
'Hum, Tum and Them'.
She added that she took
a break from work for her
son and even now she
makes sure to give him
proper time.
"When my daughter
was born and whenever I
was shooting, it was my
mother who would look after her. Once Reyansh came
into my life, I decided to take
a 3-year break until I realised
that he doesn't need me
around all the time. Though
juggling between my personal and professional life
was not all that difficult, it
was a personal choice to
take that break," she said.
'Main Hoon Aparajita'
airs on Zee TV.
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be seen in OTT series
'Dahaad', has been named
PETA's 2022 Person of the
Year.The animal rights nonprofit organisation has conferred upon her the title in
order to celebrate her actions to help spare the lives
of animals killed for fashion
and her strong advocacy for
dogs and cats in need.

This year, Sinha appeared in a campaign
against the use of animal
leather for PETA India, in
which she brandished a bag
dripping with blood to raise
awareness of the more than
1.4 billion cows, sheep,
goats, dogs, cats, and other
animals who are killed in
horrific ways to be turned
into leather accessories for
the end user.
She advocates for animal- and Earth-friendly vegan leather which are made
from pineapple leaves, cork,
fruit waste, and mushrooms.
"Exploited animals have
a hero in Sonakshi Sinha,"
said PETA India Vice President of Celebrity and Public
Relations Sachin Bangera.
"Whether she is inspiring
vegan fashion, encouraging
dog adoption from shelters,
or helping fight crimes
against animals, PETA India
recognises Sonakshi for being an animal rights powerhouse.

'Aar Ya Paar' trailer promises a gripping
tale of a tribesman turned assassin
Mumbai, Dec 15 (IANS)
The trailor of 'Aar Ya Paar', a
tale of an underdog trying
to save his tribe and survive
in the modern world, was
unveiled its on Thursday.
The bits in the visuals of the
trailer seem to be inspired
by the actual footage of the
Sentinelese tribe which inhabits the North Sentinel Island in Bay of Bengal.
The trailer, close to two
minutes in length, captures
the events that follow after
the tribe is attacked by
greedy humans in search of
a priced natural resource. It
stars
Aditya
Rawal,
Patralekha, Sumeet Vyas,
Ashish Vidyarthi - who by
the way is also known for his
food vlogs - Dibyendu
Bhattacharya, Aasif Sheikh,
Shilpa Shukla, Varun Bhagat
and Nakul Sehdev.
Talking about the show,
Aditya Rawal said: "As a
character, Sarju wants to
protect his land and his

A H M E D A B A D
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Mumbai, Dec 15 (IANS)
Actress Sonakshi Sinha, who
was most recently seen in
the film 'Double XL' and will

people, and will go to any
length to accomplish his
goal. Different shades of the
character emerge as he
deals with one challenge after another."
The series follows the

journey of Sarju played by
Aditya Rawal, the protagonist and a tribal man with a
formidable talent in archery.
He is fighting for the survival
of his tribe against the modern world, its corrupt politi-

*

Superstar Rajinikanth offers
prayers at Tirumala temple
Tirupati, Dec 15 (IANS)
Superstar Rajinikanth on
Thursday offered prayers at
Sri Venkateswara temple
atop Tirumala here.
Accompanied by his
daughter Aishwarya, the actor
participated
in
suprabhata seva. Guided by
the priests, they performed
different rituals.
Later, they were offered
Veda Ashirvachanam at
Ranganayakula Mandapam.
Earlier, officials of
Tiru
am
la
Tirupati
Devasthanam (TTD), which
manages the affairs of the
hill shrine, welcomed
Rajnikatnth and Aishwarya
on their arrival at the main
gate of the temple.
The father-daughter
duo had arrived in the
temple town on Wednesday
and after the night halt, had
an early morning darshan.
Rajinikanth visited the
temple three days after he

MkkhýøkktXLkwt ykuÃkhuþLk ykÄwrLkf
÷u«kuMfkuÃkef ÃkæÄríkÚke fhðk{kt ykðþu.
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turned 72. Visuals of his visit
to the temple along with the
daughter went viral on social media.
The superstar will visit
Pedda dargah at Kadapa
later in the day.
He, along with his
daughter, will offer prayers
at Ameen Peer dargah,
popularly also known as
Pedda dargah.
On the work front,
Rajinikanth is currently
shooting for Nelson

Dilipkumar's 'Jailer'. The film
is likely to hit the screen in
the first half of 2023.
He is also playing a
cameo role in his daughter,
Aishwarya's upcoming film,
Lal Salaam.
Rajinikanth, who was
last seen in Annaatthe
(2021), recently signed a
two-film deal with Lyca Productions.
His next film is likely to
be titled Cibi Chakravathy or
Desingh Periyasamy.

For Rani Mukerji, Kolkata is about her
childhood memories & love for cinema
from world cinema, Indian
cinema and West Bengal will
be present.
She will be felicitated at

Mumbai, Dec 15 (IANS)
Actress Rani Mukerji, who is
set to inaugurate 28th
Kolkata International Film
Festival, said that a
visit to Kolkata is always special to her as
it brings back childhood memories.
Rani Mukerji will
make a trip to Kolkata
to inaugurate the
Kolkata International
Film Festival with the
Chief Minister of West
Bengal,
Mamata
Banerjee. In its 28th
edition, the festival
has invited Rani as a
Distinguished Guest
for her illustrious career over the last 25
years and her immeasurable contribution
to the Indian film
industry.She will be felicitated at its inaugural ceremony where dignitaries
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cal and financial machinery,
that catapults him into the
world of big crime as he
emerges to be a deadly mercenary assassin.
The action-drama series
is created by Sidharth
Sengupta and produced by
Jyoti Sagar and Sidharth
Sengupta's Edgestorm Ventures LLP , directed by Glen
Baretto, Ankush Mohla and
Neel Guha.
Commenting on the occasion of trailer release,
showrunner and producer
Sidharth Sengupta said in a
statement: "When two different worlds collide, they
often lead to conflict and
chaos. 'Aar Ya Paar' is a story
that revolves around a
unique collision brought
about by human spirit and
survival in a world of greed
and power. tors to narrate
the story."
'Aar Ya Paar' will bow on
Disney+ Hotstar on December 30, 2022.

3

its inaugural ceremony
where dignitaries from
world cinema, Indian cinema and West Bengal will be

*

present.Rani said: "A visit to
Kolkata is always special to
me as it brings back childhood memories and reminds me of my love for cinema that grew in my heart
from an early age."
"Kolkata International
Film Festival has celebrated
the legacy of filmmakers
like Satyajit Ray, Ritwik
Ghatak, Mrinal Sen and
many Bengalis artists and
technicians who have contributed to creating this vibrant Indian film industry
and I'm honoured that this
time they have decided to
celebrate my career and felicitate me along with other
achievers."
She concluded: "It is a
moment of great pride for
me, and I'm really humbled
to be receiving this honour
in the presence of luminaries of West Bengal, India,
and world cinema.
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City-State
Four injured in sloth bear attack in
Dahod

Vaishnodevi underpass
inaugurated
Ahmedabad : Chief minister Bhupendra Patel on
Wednesday opened the newly build underpass at
the Vaishnodevi junction to the public. The six-lane
underpass has been built at the cost of Rs 40 crore
by the Ahmedabad Urban Development Authority.
The inauguration was attended by senior official
from AUDA, and the Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar
municipal corporations.

Two men assault security guard
over parking issue
Ahmedabad : A 37-year-old man from Nepal,
who works as a security guard in a hotel in Vasna,
on Tuesday filed a complaint with Vasna police alleging that two men attacked him following a tiff
over parking their motorcycle.
Gaganbahadur Tamta said in his FIR with Vasna
police that the incident took-place late on Tuesday
night when he was keeping a check at the parking
area.At the time, two men reached the place on a
motorcycle and parked their vehicle haphazardly.
Tamta told them to park their vehicle properly so
that others were not inconvenienced.
This irked the two men who began beating
Tamta. Other guards rushed there and rescued
Tamta from the two. He later called up the police
and filed a complaint against two men identified
as Piyush Bharwad and Chirag Rabari, residents of
Bharwadvas in Guptanagar locality of Vasna. Vasna
police registered a complaint of causing hurt
against the two men and began an investigation.

Yogesh Patel is pro tem speaker
Gandhinagar : Governor Acharya Devvrat has
appointed Yogesh Narandas Patel, the MLA from the
Manjalpur seat in Vadodara, the pro tem speaker of
the Gujarat assembly to conduct proceedings of the
house till a speaker is elected. Patel will administer
the oaths to the newly elected members of the
15the Gujarat legislative assembly on December 19.
The newly elected members will be sworn in at
noon on December 19, the notification said. In another notification issued onTuesday, the governor
summoned a meeting of the Gujarat assembly on
December 20. The governor will addres the MLAs
at the inaugural session of the house.

Teacher repeatedly slaps
students
Vadodara : An inquiry was initiated against a
teacher of a city-based school for allegedly slapping
a student multiple times. Anil Prajapati, teacher of
Sama-based Nutan Vidhyalaya had allegedly
slapped a 13-year-old class 9 student multiple times
on Saturday last.
Sources said that Prajapati slapped the students
as he had left the class late. The student’s father had
submitted a complaint stating that his ward was so
severely beaten by Prajapti that he started bleeding from his ears and nose after which he was taken
to SSG Hospital where he had undergone CT scan
and x-ray diagnosis.
Vadodara district education officer R R Vyas told
Reporter his office sent an inquiry officer to the
school. “The teacher has admitted to slapping the
student regretted his behaviour,” Vyas said.

4 killed as SUV crashes into
container
Vadodara : Four people died and four others suffered severe injuries when their SUV crashed into a
container truck on the Vadodara-Halol highway
near Jarod village on Wednesday.
According to police, the container was parked
by the roadside near a hotel on the highway. The
SUV driver could not spot it in time and crashed into
it. Locals rushed to the spot to rescue the victims.
The SUV was completely mangled. With the help of
NDRF and police personnel, four persons were rescued from the SUV and admitted to the hospital.
But four others Raghaji Kalal (65), Roshan Kalal
(40), Prakash Gurjar (35) and Rakesh Gurjar (8) - died
on the spot. They were all residents of Surat. The
family was returning to Surat. The highway witnessed traffic jam for an hour. Over two months ago,
10 persons had died on NH-48 after a container
crashed into a ‘chhakda.’

Kankaria Carnival to return
after two years
After a gap of two years, the Kankaria Carnival
will be held in the city this time. The Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation did not organize the carnival in 2020 and 2021 due to Covid-19 fears. Introduced in 2008, the weeklong kankaria Carnival is
held in the last week of December. With the pandemic situtation under control, the civic body has
decided to organize the event from December 25
to 31. Chief minister Bhupendra Patel will inaugurate the carnival on the Kankaria Lakefront. Events
such as tricycle races, horse and dog shows, magic
shows and puppet shows will be held during the
festival.

Vision loss : Govt awaits panel
report
Rajkot : At least four patients, who underwent
cataract surgery in Amerli’s Shantabaa General Hospital, are feared to have lost their eyesight. A total
of nine patients are under treatment at various hospitals in Bhavnagar, Ahmedabad and Rajkot after
the Surgery went wrong about a week or 10 days
ago. The patients, mostly old-aged, developed infection post-cataract operation. After the uproar, a
seven-member committee headed by Rajkot regional deputy director Dr. Chetan Mehta, visited the
hospital which is managed by a private trust. The
committee formed by the stat government to inquire into the alleged negligence of the private
trustrun hospital includes two ophthalmologists,
microbiologists.

15 revellers stung by honey bees
Vadodara : Honeybees stung around 15 persons
attending in a wedding procession in the Pandadi
village of Garbada taluka in Dahod district. Five of
the injured persons had to be hospitalized for treatment. The wedding procession was to go to Varsada
village from Pandadi Loud music was being played
on the DJ system and revellers were dancing to its
tunes. It is believed that a beehive got disturbed due
to loud music or some other reason. The bees stung
arounds 15 persons in the marriage procession.

Booze-laden vehicle gets flat
tyre, cops seize IMFL worth Rs
5L
Ahmedabad : A team of Satellite police had a
massive stock of Indian-made foregin liquor (IMFL),
worth about Rs 5 lakh, fall into their proverbial laps
when a vehicle carrying liquor bottles got a flat tyre.
According to the FIR filed at Satelite police station, two assistant sub-inspetors were on patrol in
the Nehrunagar area when they came across with
a vehicle laden with some goods wrapped in plastic.

High officials including Ahmedabad Police Commissioner had a greeting meeting with CM Bhupendra
Patel on Thursday. The CM gave instructions to create a sound system so that the smallest human beings
including the laborers are not wrongly harassed.

HC upholds transfer policy for teachers
Ahmedabad : The
Gujarat high court on
Wednesday upheld the
state government’s policy
for inter-district (primary
teachers) after completion
of five years of service and
its decision to continue with
the restriction on intra-district (inter-taluka) transfers
before they complete 10
years of service.
The HC told the opposing teachers that they
should be grateful the government that it has granted
some relaxation in time to
be eligible for transfer.
The teachers thronged
the high court in April-May
with a flurry of petitions demanding intra-district transfers and challenged a modification in transfer policy by
a Government Resolution of
April 1, 2022, by which the
government reduced the
term from 10 years to five
years for teachers to be eligible for inter-district transfers.

However, the government retained the minimum 10-year service for inter-taluka transfers (transfers within the same district),
which is a condition of a
government resolution of
January 21, 2014.

Many teachers were
seeking transfers in the
same district where they
have been posted, but in
other talukas. However, their
grouse was they needed to
complete 10 years of service
to be eligible.

Guj reported 40,356 cancer deaths
this yr
Ahmedabad : The Union
government told Parliament
on Tuesday that there have
been 40,356 cancer related
deaths in Gujarat in 2022.
The number of cancer related deaths in 2021 was
39,328.
According to the written
reply by Union health minister Mansukh Mandviya to
a question in the Rajya
Sabha, cancer cases have
been rising steadily increasing in the state over the past
three years. The numbers of
cancer cases in the state in
2020 was 69,660 in 2021 the

number was 71,507 and in
2022 the number is 73,382.
In his written reply, the minister said, “As per the ICMRNational Cancer Registry
Programmer, the estimated
number of incidence and
mortality of cancer cases in
increasing in the country
during 2020 to 2022 (sic).”
He added that treatment of
cancer is either free or
highly subsidized for the
poor at government hospitals and treatment of cancer
is covered under the PM-JAY
(Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana).

Vadodara : Four persons including a teenage girl
were injured after a sloth bear attacked them and a bovine in the Lavaria village of Devgadh Baria taluka of
Panchmahal district early on Wednesday morning. A
cage was placed near the spot where the bear attacked
the humans.
The bear injured Sangita Baria (15), Sandali Baria (63),
Revabhai Baria (40) and Arvind Baria (40). It also injured
an ox around the same time. Villagers informed the forest officials who rushed to the village.
Sources said that the area has a good growth of Indian jujube fruits which the bears eat. The bear may
havve come to the area to eat the fruit and had an accidental encounter with the hunams it injured. “Bears
come to places where the fruit grows in the night and
stay there till morning.
On its way back, the bear may have encounter the
victims and attacked them in panic. It can do so aso if it
is being accompanied by cubs and fears for their safety,”
said deputy conservator of forests R M Parmar. He said
that most much attacks take place in the morning when
people come out early to defecate or for other purposes.
The forest department has started an awarness drive in
the area in wake of the incident. Earlier, a woman was
killed in the Singor village of Devgadh Baria taluka by a
bear on December 1. This incident also took place early
in the morning.

SIXTEEN EMPLOYEES OF WESTERN RAILWAY FELICITATED
WITH GENERAL MANAGER’S SAFETY AWARD
Shri Ashok Kumar Misra
- General Manager of Western Railway felicitated 16
employees from the six divisions of WR for their outstanding work which resulted in safe train working.
These employees were
awarded in appreciation of
their alertness in duty and
contribution towards averting untoward incidents, during the months of September & October 2022 and
thereby ensuring the safety
of train operations. Out of
the 16 employees, 5 are
from Ratlam Division, 3 from
Ahmedabad & Bhavnagar
Divisions each, 2 from
Mumbai Central and
Vadodara Divisions each
and 1 from Rajkot Division.
The meeting was attended
by the Principal Head of Departments (PHODs) while
the Divisional Railway Managers of all Divisions attended the meeting

through
video
conferencing.
According to a press release issued by Shri Sumit
Thakur – Chief Public Relations Officer of Western Railway, Shri Misra appreciated
the alertness of the staff
who were being awarded
and mentioned that they
are exemplary role models
for everyone to emulate.The
employees
awarded
showed their great zeal and
commitment towards safe
running of trains in various

areas of safety such as detection of rail & track fracture, hairline crack in wheel,
emergency brakes applied
to save untoward incident,
detection of brake binding
& sparkling in wheel, hot axles and timely informing
about spark & smoke in
passing train. Western Railway is proud of all the
awardee employees who
with their prompt action
and alertness helped to
avert the possibility of any
untoward incidence.

Godhra man held
High-tension lines delayed
Dehgam flyover work by 2 years for pro-pak post

Ahmedabad : Construction of the much-needed
flyover over Dehgam Crossroads on SP Ring Road has
been delayed by two years
due to the lack of coordination between Gujarat Energy Transmission Corporation Limited (GETCO) and
the Ahmedabad Urban Development
Authority
(Auda).
The wrangle involved
the shifting of an overhead
high-tension line underground.
Auda officials say construction of the flyover
reached halfway and had to
be halted, because the hightension line had not been

shifted. The approximate
delay because of this matter
is two years, say Auda offi-

cials. “Only a few days ago
did GETCO start the hightnesion line shifting work,”

State govt to set up 15 more
industrial parks, estates
Gandhinagar : The
Gujarat government has
sanctioned the setting up of
15 industrial parks and estates in various districts of
the state. The state government has initiated the process of land allocation for
these, top government
sources said. These parks
will be spread over 1,790
hectares, officials said. The
proposed parks and estates
will come up in Rajkot,

Morbi, Mahisagar, Jamnagar,
Banaskantha, Valsad, Chhota
Udepur, Dahod, Bharuch
and Bhavnagar districts of
the state. Three estates will
be set up at Rajkot,
Jamnagar, Banaskantha and
Bharuch will get two estate
each, while one estate will
be set up in each of the remaining districts. Officers
said two food and agro processing parks will be set up
at Banaskantha.

said a senior AUDA official.
The shifting of the line will
be completed by January
2023. The flyover was to be
completed last year January.
THe initial estimated cost of
the flyover, which is 743m
long, was Rs TH98 crore.
However, Auda floated tenders worth Rs 60.33 crore.
The work order for the
flyover was issued by Auda
in January 2019 and construction was to be completed in 24 months. After
half the work was complete,
the flyover contractor spoke
to Auda about the high-tension line work. This caused
the flyover construction to
be halted.

Vadodara : A young man from Godhra landed in
trouble for posting pro-Pakistan materials as his
WhatsApp status.The youth was arrested after the special operations group (SOG) of Panchmahal police
came to know about it.
Sources said that Wasim Bhatuk, who is in his early
20s and lives in Satpul in Godhr, had shared videos
favouring Pakistan and writings of‘Pakistan Zindabad’
on the status. While he did this during the T20 cricket
world cup, the material came to the notice of the police recently following which an offence was registered
at the B Division police station of Godhra town.
Bhatuk was booked under section 153 (A) of the
Indian Penal Code for promoting enmity between different groups on grounds of religion, race, place of
birth, residence, language or similar such grounds. He
was also booked under section 67 (A) of the Information Technology Act for forwarding objectionable material. Police inspector S F Sangada of the Division police station said on Wednesday that Bhatuk was arrested after the offence was registered and would be
presented in a court on Thursday.

Land dispute adversary accused of 50 Maharashtra tribal hamlets
making threats on social media
Ahmedabad : A 36-yearold woman from the
Hatkeshwar area of the city
on Tuesday filed a complaint
with Cybercrime police, alleging that a man from her
natvie place in Tiruvarur district of Tamil Nadu has been
constantly posting obscene
and adverse comments
whenever her husband or
other family members post
short videso on a social media platform.
Bhuvanshwari Valluvar, a
resident
of
New
Karnavatinagar
in
Hatkeshwar, said is a school
teacher.
Her
husband,

Sanmugamoorthy Valluvar,
has been posting his acting
videos on an app named
Tiki, a short video app, for
five years. Others members
of their family including
Bhuvaneshwari and their
two teenage children also
post acting videos on the
app.
In February 2022, an accounts holder on Tiki posted
an obscene comment on
S a n u g a m o o r t h y ’s
daughter’s video. When
Sanmugamoorthy objected
to the obscene comment,
the account holder abused
him, the FIR states.
The account holder con-

tinued to make obscene
and threatening comments
on
the
videos
of
Sanmugamorthy and his
family members. The accused then began posting
messages to defame
Sanmugamoorthy and
Bhuvaneshwari’s daughter.
As he was threatening and
sending obscene messages
in a dialect spoken in their
native place, Kollumangudi
village in Tiruvarur district.
Sanmugamoorthy suspected that a man named
Gopalkrishna, with whom
they had a property related
dispute, was making the
comments.

Janhvi Kapoor in presence of Varsha
Nathwani launches Azure Salon and Nails
Ahmedabad, Bollywood
Diva
Janhvi
Kapoor
launched the 4th premium
franchise of Azure Salon and
Nails in Prahladnagar area of
Ahmedabad today in presence of Guest of Honour
Mrs. Varsha Nathwani and,
Founder & CEO of Azure
Salon and Nails Ms. Krupa
Limbachiya.
Bollywood
actress
Janhvi Kapoor expressed
her pleasure at launch of
this premium salon service
franchise.“I love this place as
it offers premium services.
So, whenever I will be in
Ahmedabad for shooting or
any other event, I would like
to visit this place and get
services from Azure Salon
and Nails,” she said. Talking
about her favourite salon
services, she said that she
likes nice head massage. “I
am a Pakka Champi Girl”, she
added. “This is our premium
salon targeting the High
Networth customers, who
can book exclusive salon
suite for all their salon re-

quirements, be it hair spa,
nail art, manicure, pedicure
and beauty treatment, said
Ms. Krupa Limbachiya,
Founder and CEO of Azure
Salon and Nails.
Azure Salon and Nails
has made special arrangement for kids of the female
customers, who visit the salon for beauty services. The
kids’ chairs have been designed in car shape and toys
are provided to children of
the customers to keep them

engaged while their mothers
undergo beauty treatment.
Moreover, this salon has four
special rooms for brides and
grooms to get beauty and
make-up services for their
wedding.
Azure Salon and Nail
have launched its 4th store in
Ahmedabad at Prahladnagar
today. Before this, three
stores were launched at
Mansi Circle in Vastrapur,
Bopal and Tapovan Circle in
Chandkheda.
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demand inclusion in Gujarat

Surat : Amid a bitter
stand-off
between
Maharashtra and Karnataka
over the inclusion of villages
in each other’s states, 50
tribal hamlets located in
Nashik district bordering
Gujarat have included in the
state.
The villagers have
formed a Seema Sangharsh
Samiti (SSS) which is fighting for over 50,000 people
who wish to be included in
Gujarat citing better social
and road infrastructure. Recently, the SSS submitted a
memorandum to the district

officials in Vansda of Navsari
district with their demands.
“In case of a medical
emergency, we prefer to
come to Vansda or
Dharampur which are closest. As roads are goods, we
can reach these towns faster
than our district headquarter Nashik, which is 100 km
from my village. It also takes
a lot of time due to the poor
condition of roads,” said
Hemant Waghere, a farmer
from Champawadi village.
Vansda or Dharampur is approximately 40 km from
these villages. The majority

Charter flight ops
soar above 1.1k mark
Ahmedabad : With the campaign for the high-stake
election for 182 assembly constituencies Gujarat in full
swing, charter flight movement at the Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International (SVPI) airport touched an all-time high
last month. From November 10 to December 10, as many
as 1,164 non-scheduled flights operated from the city
airport-a record high, according to the data provided by
the SVPI airport operator.
These include VVIP aircraft, primarily driven by the
political blitzkrieg ahead of the assembly poll.
“The peak was achieved when 58 non-scheduled
opration were handled in a single day,” the airport operator added.
The demnd, according to sources was driven by the
movement of political bigwigs, including PM Narendra
Modi, chief ministers of several states, Union minister and
other senior party leaders. This, in addition to corporate
activites along with wedding and festival seasons, also
propelled the movement of charter flights.
The airport operator said that the average daily footfall at the city airport surpassed 32,000 passengers in
November.
“Till September, the average charter aircraft movement stood at about 15 a day, which went up 160% to 39
a day. Besides corporate travel, electoral campaigns
boosted the movement of charter flights,” a top source
told Reporter.
According to the airport operator, non-scheduled
operations have grown steadily at SVPI airport after a
dedicated general aviation terminal became operational
early this year.

of the villages are part of
Surgana taluka of Nashik
which is geographically located between the Dang
and Kaprada region of
Valsad district and Gujarat
towns are closer to them
compared to their Nashik.
“In case of a complicated delivery or critical illness, it becomes matter of life and
deaths as we do not have
goods hospitals in there and
have to depend upon facilities in Vansda or Dharampur.
There are neither MBBS nor
MD doctors in our area,”
added Waghere.

Eatery caught
dumping waste on
road, sealed
The solid waste management department of the
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC) on Wednesday sealed a restaurant for
illegally dumping its kitchen
waste on the streets.
The department has set
up flying squads in each of
its seven zones in the city to
catch litterbugs.
A statement from the
civic body said a flying
squad caught two people at
Viratnagar
Crossroads
dumping kitchen waste in
the open.
They were made to collect the garbage and the
restaurant, operating from
three commercial units from
where they had got the food
waste, were sealed.
The statement said the
restaurant was called Ai
Shree Khodiyar Fast Food
Restaurant.
On Tuesday, the AMC
declared four stretches of
road in the eastern parts of
the city ‘zero tolerance’
zones.
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EU pledges 10-bn-euro
investment in SE Asia

NEW The final three parts of the Duke and Duchess of Sussex 's docuseries have gone live and take in their
2018 Windsor Castle wedding, the decision to quit royal duties and emigrate and their new life in their £11million Montecito mega-mansion. They also claim there is a conspiracy against them between Buckingham Palace and the British press to 'scapegoat' them to ensure negative press about other royals would 'go away'. In
episode four, which dropped today, Meghan suggested that the royals had been revolted by her because she
wasn't like them, hinting that it was to do with her being mixed race. In a bizarre and convoluted analogy,
Meghan said one of the Queen's aides compared her to a foreign organism invading a fish, which she said
represented a fish. Meghan said the royals household thought: 'What is that? What is it doing here? It doesn't
look like us. It doesn't move like us. We don't like it. Get it off us'. But Meghan suggested the royal household
immediately thought: 'What is that? What is it doing here? It doesn't look like us. It doesn't move like us. We
don't like it. Get it off us'.

General Bajwa did to Pakistan
no enemy could, says Imran
Islamabad, Dec 15 (IANS)
Lamenting once again fettered rule and control during his time in the Prime
Minister's Office, Imran Khan
said that General (retd)
Qamar Javed Bajwa "did to
Pakistan what no enemy
could do to the country",
adding that the former army
chief gave NRO II to the then
opposition.
"Gen (retd) Bajwa asked
me to grant NRO II to the
then opposition when the
government had to pass
laws related to the Financial
Action Task Force. It was Gen
(retd) Bajwa who gave NRO
II to the then opposition,"
the PTI chief said in his address to the nation via video
link.
Khan said the way his
party was treated in the past
seven months was "unprecedented", The Express Tribune reported.
"(Our allies) were receiving calls from unknown
numbers and were asked to

stop supporting Imran
Khan," he said.
"What happened with
Arshad Sharif, Azam Swati,
Shahbaz Gul and Jameel
Farooqui happened only
because they were giving
statements in our favour,"

he added.The PTI chairman
said he did not witness the
kind of violation of human
rights during the rule of
former dictator General
(Pervez) Musharraf that happened this time, Express Tribune reported.
"No enemy could do
what General (retd) Bajwa
did to Pakistan."
Khan dispelled the im-

pression that he was seeking the establishment's
help to return to power and
hoped that the establishment would remain "neutral".
"I want the establishment to be neutral so its
honour increases," he
pressed and noted that the
distance between the establishment and the public
had widened over the last
few years.
He reiterated that a
strong army was in the
country's best interest and
he did not want the institution to weaken. He pointed
out that criticising some
"black sheep" in the institution was "not the same as
criticising the army".
He stressed that it was
important for all the stakeholders, including the establishment and judiciary,
to realise that Pakistan's
economy was standing at a
crucial point today.

What struck the city on the long weekend of December 5 to December 9 - 70
years ago - was unprecedented in its poisonous, life-threatening severity. It was
caused by a combination of extreme conditions, coming together out of nowhere. Just recently the weather had been particularly cold, with snow in November. Londoners heaped more coal on their fires - the only source of warmth
in those pre-central heating days - and millions of household chimneys (not to
mention the city's factories and its nine coal-fired electricity power stations)
poured out more dirty, black smoke than ever into the skies.

Iran expelled from UN panel on
women; India abstains on vote
By Arul Louis
United Nations, Dec 15
(IANS) In an unprecedented
move, Iran has been expelled from the United
Nation's Commission on the
Status of Women (CSW) in a
vote on which India abstained.
The US proposal at the
UN Economic and Social
Council to remove Iran from
the panel received 29 votes,
while there were eight votes
against and 16 abstentions
in the 54-member elected
body. is "the premier UN
body for promoting gender
equality and empowering

women" cannot function if
it is "undermined from
within" by Iran.
"Iran's membership at
this moment is an ugly stain
on the Commission's credibility," she said.
Thomas-Greenfield
spoke of Mahsa Amin who
died after being held by
"morality police" in September and called her a "martyr".
Her death sparked the
protests during which, Thomas-Greenfield said, "government security forces
have reportedly detained
and tortured thousands of

Turkey's unmanned fighter
Kizilelma carries out maiden flight
Ankara, Dec 15 (IANS)
Turkey's fighter drone
Kizilelma carried out its
maiden flight on Wednesday,
Turkish defence company
Baykar Technology said.
Kizilelma,
officially
known as the National Unmanned Combat Aerial Vehicle System, has a payload
capacity of 1.5 tons, and the
maximum distance it can
cover to perform combat
missions is 926 km, Xinhua
news agency reported, citing
the technical specifications
issued
by
the
company.Powered by a turbofan engine, Kizilelma can

fly for up to 5 hours, and
reach speeds of up to 800
kph (500 mph or Mach 0.64),
the company said.
The aircraft will extend
Turkey's armed drone capabilities from land-based to
naval operations. It will be capable of taking off from and
landing on short-runway aircraft carriers, including the
flagship-to-be amphibious
assault ship TCG Anadolu of
the Turkish Navy.
Baykar said the aircraft
will be capable of operating
in tandem with piloted aircraft and will be able to carry
air-to-air missiles.

people, killed hundreds of
peaceful protestors, and
badly injured many more.
Men supporting women in
the streets are now being
targeted with the death
penalty".The Commission is
made up of 45 countries
which are elected by the
Council to four-year terms.
Iran's term, which began
this year, was to have run
through 2026.

Brussels, Dec 15 (IANS)
The European Union (EU)
has pledged to mobilise 10
billion euros ($10.6 billion)
by 2027 to accelerate infrastructure investments in the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN).
At the EU-ASEAN Commemorative Summit held
here
on
Wednesday,
the EU and
its member
states offered the financial support that will
focus on the
green transition and sustainable connectivity in
South-East Asia, underpinned by the Sustainable
Connectivity Initiative and
the Green Team Europe Initiative, Xinhua news agency
reported.The investments
will focus on energy, transport, digitalization, education and the promotion of
trade and sustainable value
chains, the European Commission said in a statement.
The funds will support

South-East Asia's transition
to a green economy, better
access to essential services,
and economic opportunities and jobs.
In a joint statement following the meeting, the
leaders praised the signing
of the EU-ASEAN Comprehensive Air Transport agreement, the firstever region-toregion aviation
agreement.
ASEAN leaders pledged to
continue robust
economic cooperation with the
EU, ASEAN's third-largest
trading partner and secondlargest investor.
They committed to promoting sustainable and inclusive
trade
and
investment.While "we are
each other's third-largest
trading partner (...) it accounts for only 5 percent
our trade. There is so much
untapped potential," said
European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen.

Istanbul mayor sentenced to jail,
debarred from holding office
Istanbul, Dec 15 (IANS) A
Turkish court has sentenced
the mayor of Istanbul to
prison and barred him from
holding political office.
Wednesday's ruling for
Ekrem Imamoglu of the
main opposition Republican
People's Party (CHP) was
two years, seven months
and 15 days in prison over
charges of insulting members of Turkey's Supreme
Electoral Council, reports
Xinhua news agency.
However, government
critics said this sentence was
to remove a potential rival of
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan in the lead-up to
presidential elections next
year.
The mayor has seven
days to appeal the ruling.
In a tweet on Wednes-

day night, he said: "Today's
verdict is an attack on the
will of millions of
Istanbulites who democratically elected a mayor for
their city three years ago.
"But nothing ends here.
We will be meeting our fellow city residents outside
@municipalityist at 16:00
tomorrow (Thursday)."
Imamoglu was elected
mayor of Istanbul in March
2019, a historic upset for
Erdogan's Justice and Development Party which had
controlled the city for nearly
two decades.
After the government
challenged the election results citing irregularities, a
repeat election in June even
widened Imamoglu's narrow lead of 13,000 votes into
a margin of 800,000.

He was charged with insulting members of the
electoral council in a comment he made in November
2019, where he described
the cancellation of the elections as "foolishness".
He denies having insulted the council, saying his
comment was in response
to
Interior
Minister
Suleyman Soylu calling him
"a fool" who criticizes
Turkey.In the trial that began on Wednesday morning, the court denied the request by Imamoglu's lawyers that Soylu be heard in
court. A second request for
an extension was also
denied.According to party
officials, CHP leader Kemal
Kilicdaroglu has ended his
visit to Germany and is returning to Istanbul.

China continues to amass forces, build military
infrastructure on border with India: Pentagon
Washington, Dec 15
(IANS) The US Pentagon has
said that China continues to
amass forces and build military infrastructure across
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) with India.
Addressing a briefing,
Brigadier General Pat Ryder,
Press Secretary of the Department of Defense (DoD),
said the DoD continues to
closely watch developments along the line of actual control at the IndiaChina border.
"We have seen the PRC
continue to amass forces
and build military infrastructure along the so-called LAC.
But I would defer you to India in terms of their views.
"It does reflect though,
and it's important to point
out, the growing trend by

the PRC to assert itself and
to be provocative in areas
directed towards US allies
and our partners in the Indo
Pacific.
"And we will continue to

remain steadfast in our
commitment to ensuring
the security of our partners.
And we fully support India's
ongoing
efforts
to
deescalate this situation," he
added.
Ryder's remarks came as

a response to a series of
queries on the recent
clashes between Indian and
Chinese soldiers along the
LAC in Arunachal Pradesh.
The clashes were the
first in nearly two years.
The queries posed to the
spokesperson was: "How
much is the Pentagon concerned that this clash could
lead to a bigger military
confrontation? Is the Pentagon willing to provide more
military support to India to
help them handle China's
military threats at the border?"
On December 9, troops
from China's People's Liberation of Army the LAC in
Arunachal Pradesh, but Indian soldiers firmly contested their way, leading to
a clash between the two.

WH confirms US national freed
during Russia-Ukraine prisoner swap
Washington, Dec 15
(IANS) A spokesperson for
the US administration has
confirmed that an American
citizen detained by Russia
during the ongoing RussiaUkraine war was released as
Moscow and Kiev conducted a prisoner swap.
John Kirby, the National
Security Council's coordinator for strategic communications, told reporters during
a virtual press gaggle that
he could confirm "a US national has been transferred
as part of a transfer of prisoners between Russia and
Ukraine today ( Wednesday)", Xinhua news agency

reported.Hours before the
confirmation from Kirby,
Andriy Yermak, chief of staff
of Ukraine's presidential office, said in a post on social
media platform Telegram
that a prisoner swap between his country and Russia resulted in 64 soldiers of
the Ukrainian Armed Forces
being returned.
It was also made possible the release of US national Suedi Murekezi, "who
was helping our people",
Yermak said, adding that the
bodies of four deceased
Ukrainian soldiers were also
released by Russia as part of
the exchange.

Separately, Kirby said at
the briefing that he could
not confirm recent media
reports that the US has
been considering sending
Ukraine the Patriot surfaceto-air missile system, adding that the US administration is contemplating the
next round of security assistance to Ukraine and prioritizing further bolstering
Ukraine's air-defence capabilities.--IANS

5

Hamas threatens to end
prisoner exchange talks with
Israel
Gaza, Dec 15 (IANS) A senior Hamas leader has
threatened to permanently end the prisoner exchange talks with Israel in response to the latter's
continuous delay in the negotiations.
Yahya Sinwar, Hamas' leader in the Gaza Strip,
made the threat during a rally organised in Gaza city
to mark the 35th anniversary of the establishment
of the Palestinian group, reports Xinhua news
agency. Tens of thousands of Hamas supporters attended the rally.
"In view of the (Israeli) occupier's delay, we announce that we will give it a limited time to complete an exchange deal; otherwise, we will close the
case of the four soldiers forever and find another way
to liberate our prisoners," he said.In 2016, Hamas'
armed wing al-Qassam Brigades announced that it
was holding four Israeli soldiers without specifying
their fate, while the Jewish state has claimed two of
them were already dead.
Israel had previously struck a prisoner exchange
agreement with Hamas under the auspices of Egypt
in 2011.The deal resulted in the release of the Israeli
soldier Gilad Shalit, who was captured by Hamas in
2006, in exchange for the release of more than 1,000
Palestinian prisoners in two batches.

Pak caps foreign currency
carrying limit for outbound
travellers
Islamabad, Dec 15 (IANS) Pakistan's Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) has fixed a limit of $5,000
per visit for all passengers 18 years old and above
travelling abroad.
A recent FBR notification showed that the board
has also capped the annual limit of foreign currency
for outbound passengers to $30,000 or equivalent
for the same age group, reports Xinhua news agency.
The limit for people below 18 years old has been
fixed at $2,500 per visit and $15,000 annually, according to the FBR.
The limit has been further reduced for travellers
to Afghanistan who can carry $1,000 or equivalent
foreign currency for one-time travel, and $6,000."The
annual limits for outbound passengers for the respective countries will be for a calendar year starting from the year 2023. However, for the calendar
year 2022, the existing annual limits in vogue before
the issuance of this notification will continue to be
effective till December 31, 2022," the notification
said.

Finnish inflation rate highest
since 1983
Helsinki, Dec 15 (IANS) Inflation in Finland has
continued to accelerate, with consumer prices rising by 9.1 per cent in November compared to a year
ago, the highest since 1983, according to official figures.
Consumer prices were most raised in November
by increases in the price of electricity and the average interest rate on housing loans, as well as increases in the price of diesel and consumer credits,
Xinhua news agency quoted Statistics Finland as
saying on Wednesday.
According to preliminary data from the Harmonized Index of Consumer Prices (HICP), the rate of
inflation in the euro area was 10 per cent in
November.Prime Minister Sanna Marin said on
Wednesday she would convene an all-party meeting next week to review the electricity rates situation. Her Social Democratic Party suggested that a
price ceiling of under 20 cents per kW hour should
be enacted.

Swedish PM presents priorities
of EU Council Presidency
Stockholm, Dec 15 (IANS) Swedish Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson said that security, resilience, prosperity, democratic values and the rule of law will be
the priorities of the country's forthcoming Presidency of the Council of the European Union (EU).
"Sweden is taking over the Presidency at a time
when the European Union is facing unprecedented
challenges. A greener, more secure and freer Europe
is the foundation of our priorities," Kristersson said
while address Parliament here on Wednesday.
The Swedish Presidency will prioritise "continued
economic and military support for Ukraine, as well
as support for Ukraine's path towards the EU",
Xinhua news agency quoted an official government
statement as saying.

Flu-related deaths rise in US
state
Washington, Dec 15 (IANS) The number of flurelated deaths in Arkansas rose by 19 from last week,
totalling 64 so far this season, according to a report
released by the US state's Health Department.
Out of the 64 who died from flu-related symptoms since October, 75 per cent were not vaccinated
against the virus, Xinhua news agency quoted the
report released on Wednesday as saying.
The fatalities include a child and 44 people aged
65 years old and above.
Since October 2, more than 15,900 positive flu
tests were reported to the Department by healthcare
providers across the state."It is presumed that there
are many more people actually affected than the
report shows," the Department said in the report.As
many as 19 nursing homes in Arkansas have reported flu outbreaks this season, according to a report from local media outlet KFSM-TV.

Covid global health emergency
hopefully ends next year: WHO chief
Geneva, Dec 15 (IANS)
The chief of the World
Health Organization (WHO)
has said that he hopes that
Covid-19 will no longer be a
global health emergency
sometime next year.
Addressing a press briefing in Geneva, WHO Director-Genera
l
Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said
that the WHO Covid-19
Emergency Committee will
discuss next month the criteria for declaring an end to
the Covid-19 emergency,
Xinhua news agency
reported."We're hopeful
that at some point next year,
we will be able to say that
Covid-19 is no longer a global health emergency," he
said.He added, however,

that the SARS-CoV-2 virus,
the culprit behind the
Covid-19 pandemic, will not
go away.
"It's here to stay, and all
countries will need to learn
to manage it alongside
other respiratory illnesses
including influenza and RSV
(Respiratory Syncytial Virus),
both of which are now circulating intensely in many
countries," he said.
The WHO chief said one
of the most important lessons from the pandemic is
that all countries need to
strengthen their public
health systems to prepare
for, prevent, detect and respond rapidly to outbreaks,
epidemics and pandemics.
Another key lesson is

the need for much stronger
cooperation in collaboration, rather than competition and confusion that
marked the global response
to Covid-19.Meanwhile,
Maria Van Kerkhove, technical lead of the WHO's Health
Emergencies Program,
warned waves of infection
and re-infection would continue around the world, as
the number of weekly new
deaths reported by countries still hovers between
8,000 to 10,000.Mike Ryan,
ex WHO Health Emergencies Program, warned that
the world still does not
know how the SARS-CoV-2
virus will evolve in the future, and such uncertainties
add to risks.
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The massive shake-up at Warner Bros.' DC Films has continued, with Henry
Cavill revealing that he will not be returning as Superman. Cavill, 39, most recently has a cameo appearance as Superman at the end of Warner Bros. Black
Adam, teasing a showdown between Superman and Dwayne Johnson's Black
Adam... though that was just days before James Gunn and Peter Safran were
brought on as the new heads of DC Films. The actor took to Instagram on Wednesday to reveal the news to his 22.9 million followers that he will not be back as
the Man of Steel on the big screen. 'I have just had a meeting with James Gunn
and Peter Safran and it's sad news, everyone. I will, after all, not be returning as
Superman,' Cavill began. 'After being told by the studio to announce my return
back in October, prior to their hire, this news isn't the easiest, but that's life,' he
added.
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FIFA World Cup: Deschamps,
Griezmann and Macron celebrate
French qualification for final

Tata Steel comes on as official
partner of FIH Men's World Cup
2023 in Odish
New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANS) Tata Steel Limited
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with Hockey India to become an official partner of
the FIH Odisha Hockey Men's World Cup 2023
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela.
The FIH Men's World Cup is the 15th edition of
the prestigious event, the top tournament for men
along with the Olympics, and will take place in
Bhubaneswar and Rourkela from January 13 to
January 29, 2023.
"We are delighted to welcome Tata Steel into
our family as an official partner for the FIH Odisha
Hockey Men's World Cup 2023 BhubaneswarRourkela. Tata Steel has made a tremendous contribution to promoting Indian hockey, elevating the
sport to new heights, and making this World Cup
even greater. We look forward to a fruitful association." said Hockey India President Dilip Tirkey on the
collaboration.
Speaking on the occasion, Chanakya
Chaudhary, vice-president, Corporate Services, Tata
Steel, said: "As a committed and long-term patron
of sports in India, Tata Steel takes pride in being
associated with the Hockey Men's World Cup once
again. The state of Odisha has come to be
recognised as a hub of the National sport, and Tata
Steel is honoured to be part of the journey. We wish
the tournament all the very best and hope it would
encourage more youngsters to take up this sport
in the f"ture."

PETE JENSON IN SPAIN: Back when Leo Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo were locking horns in LaLiga like
two wildebeest on the Serengeti, one of the things the Real Madrid player immensely disliked was that
while he was always at the centre of the debate about who was the best now, when the discussion turned to
who was the best of all time, he wasn't included. Aged 35 Messi has reminded us at this World Cup - where he
set up a stunning third goal - why he does belong to a different argument, and he is now one game from
settling it once and for all. If he wins the World Cup it will come 13 years after he won the 2009 Champions
League final with that header that left Edwin van der Sar aghast and beaten.

Ish Sodhi, Glenn Phillips return to New
Zealand Test squad for Pakistan tour

FIFA World Cup: Coach Regragui
admits injuries hurt Morocco's
semifinal chances against Franc

Auckland, Dec 15 (IANS)
New Zealand selectors have
brought back leg-spinner
Ish Sodhi and Glenn Phillips
and also picked uncapped
Blair Tickner to the Test
squad for the upcoming
tour of Pakistan.
The 30-year-old Sodhi
returns to the squad four
years on from his last international outing in whites
while the South Africa-born
Phillips played his only Test
in January 2020 against Australia in Sydney.
Both of them along with
Tickner have been included
in the 15-member New
Zealand Test squad that will
play two Test matches in Pakistan the first of which
starts in Karachi on December 26.
The tour will be Tim
Southee's first as Test captain after Kane Williamson
earlier on Thursday announced he was stepping
down as skipper in the longest format.
Sodhi has played 125
white-ball games for the
Black Caps and been a mainstay in the T20 side - recently

Doha (Qatar), Dec 15 (IANS) Morocco coach
Walid Regragui was a proud man after a 2-0 defeat
to France in the semifinals ended his side's hopes
of a first-ever World Cup final for an African nation
and he also lamented the injury misfortune that
dogged his team in the game.
Regragui had named Romain Saiss and Naif
Aguerd in his starting line-up, only for Saiss to leave
the pitch after just 20 minutes, while Aguard was
forced to withdraw after his muscle problem returned in the pre-game warmup.
"We lost Aguerd in the warm-up, Saiss and then
(Noussair) Mazraoui at half-time. It was a bit too
much for us but those who returned gave their all,"
he said after the game.

'Argentina will be really hard in
the World Cup final': French
keeper Lloris
Doha, Dec 15 (IANS) France goalkeeper and captain Hugo Lloris said he expected a difficult World
Cup final when his side takes on Argentina on Sunday. While Lionel Messi is looking to lift his first
World Cup, France are looking to retain the title they
won in 2018 in what promises to be a tough game
for both sides, Xinhua news agency reported.
"Argentina are a really great team. They have
shown how competitive they are, and they have this
player (Messi) who has left his mark on the sport,"
said Lloris after Wednesday's 2-0 semifinal win over
Morocco.

becoming just the fifth male
player in the world to claim
100 T20I wickets.
Despite not being able
to play a lot of red-ball
cricket of late, Sodhi has a
strong first-class record featuring 279 wickets at an average of 33, with 16 fivewicket bags and two tenwicket hauls, the New
Zealand Cricket said in a release on Thursday.
Like Sodhi, the 26-yearold Phillips has made his
name in the T20I format,
racking up 56 international
caps and a current ICC T20I
batting ranking of seven. He
will partner the 10-wicketsin-an-innings fame, Ajaz
Patel, as the second spinner
on the Pakistan tour.
Tickner featured in the
Black Caps' Test squads for
the series against South Africa at the end of the home
summer and away to England in the winter, but is yet
to debut, after playing 20
white-ball internationals.
Coach Gary Stead congratulated the trio on their
inclusion in the squad.
"It's always an exciting

time for a player to be selected in a Test squad and
even more so when you've
been away for an extended
period of time," Stead said.
"I know all three of the guys
have a real passion for the
longest form of the game
and are looking forward to
getting into their red-ball
work at the pre-tour camp in
Lincoln this week."
Stead acknowledged
that Sodhi had not been
able to play a lot of red-ball

cricket recently due to the
demands of the international white-ball schedule,
but said he had the faith of
the selectors."Ish has been
playing international cricket
for almost a decade now
and we're backing his skills
and experience. Looking at
the current conditions and
style of play in the Pakistan
and England Test series, we
feel having a wrist-spinner
in the team will be important," he added.

1st Test: Australia gear-up for pace
test from South Africa at Gabba
Brisbane, Dec 15
(IANS) Steve Smith and
David Warner will be part
of the squad when Australia take on South Africa
as the two sides meet for
the first time since the
Sandpapergate scandal,
the ball-tampering case
at the Cape Town Test in
2018.Steve Smith was the
captain of the side while
Warner was the mind behind the Australian

scheme to use sandpaper
to change the condition
of the ball, which was
caught on the television
screens. Both of them
were handed lengthy
punishments.
The memories of the
darkest period of Australian cricket came to the
fore when Warner withdrew his application to lift
the lifetime ban on his
captaincy.

Doha (Qatar), Dec 15
(IANS) France coach Didier
Deschamps praised his
players after a 2-0 win over
Morocco in the second
World Cup semifinal booked
them a place in Sunday's final.
France will play Argentina, looking to become the
first team since Brazil in
1962 to win consecutive
World Cups.
"There's emotion, there's
pride, there's going to be a
final step," said Deschamps
on French TV after the final
whistle.
The coach admitted that
it had been a difficult game
against Morocco, who had
over 60 percent of the ball,
news agency Xinhua reported.
"We have been together
with the players for a month
and it's never easy, but
there's happiness so far," he
said.
Man-of-the-Match,
Antoine Griezmann said he
was "already thinking about
Sunday's final" against Argentina,
"We will have to be focused, recover well and prepare for Sunday's match," he

added, before praising
Lionel Messi.
"When a team has Leo
with them, it's completely
different. We have seen almost all their (Argentina's)
matches, we know how they
play. They are a very difficult
team and they are in a good
place.
"They are a group that
gets on well with each other
like us and they will have
their supporters with them,"
commented Griezmann.
The forward also had
praise for Morocco. "They
impressed me, they worked
very well tactically, defensively and offensively. They
gave us a lot of problems,"
he concluded.
French
President
Emmanuel Macron watched
the match from the stands
and celebrated France's win.
"Our compatriots need
simple and pure joy, sport
provides it and soccer in
particular. We suffered a lot
but we saw a great team. A
huge thank you to our
coach and to this team
which is in fact a mixture of
several generations and that
is what is great," commented Macron.

IND v BAN, 1st Test: Jaydev Unadkat arrives
in Chattogram, links up with Indian team
Chattogram, Dec 15
(IANS) Left-arm pacer
Jaydev Unadkat on Thursday linked up with the Indian Test side ahead of day
two of the first Test against
Bangladesh at Chattogram.
Unadkat had earlier
been added to the Test
squad on Sunday, but visa
issues meant he arrived in
Bangladesh after the first
match began at Zahur
Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium on Wednesday.
"Hey Jaydev Unadkat,
welcome back to Team India," said the BCCI from its
social media accounts.
Unadkat, 31, is receiving
just the second call-up in his
playing career to the Indian
Test squad. His only appearance so far in Tests came almost 12 years ago, in the
first Test of the 2010/11 tour
of South Africa in Centurion.

He was given a Test debut as a teenager straight
out of the India Under-19
team and had played in the
U-19 World Cup that year in
New Zealand. In that Test
match, he ended with figures of zero wickets for 101
as India lost by an innings
and 25 runs.
Back in the grind of domestic cricket, Unadkat's
record in first-class cricket
grew and in the last five
years, he emerged as the
leader of the Saurashtra
side, leading their bowling
attack from the front.
He was a central figure
in Saurashtra's first Ranji
Trophy title win in 2019/20,
picking a record-breaking
67 wickets, the most by a
bowler in that season. In the
last three Ranji Trophy seasons, Unadkat has picked up
115 wickets in 21 matches.
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Zoivane Pets Raises Rs. 5 Crores in Seed
Round led by GVFL, Ahmedabad
Ahmedabad, Zoivane
Pets, a Gujarat-based pet
training and grooming
brand, announced that it
has raised 5 crores in a seed
round led by GVFL,
Ahmedabad. This brings the
startup’s total funding to Rs.
5.54 crore to date. The
startup is backed by We
Founder Circle and notable
angel investors including
Hitesh Dhawan (Founder of
Neuronimbus), Dhrumil
Patel, Joy Gnanamony and
Abhishek Gupta (CEO, APAC
& Middle East of Turbotic) in
its previous round. Zoivane
Pets intends to utilize the
funds primarily on product
development, increasing
quality work force and marketing its various product
lines to spread knowledge
about them.
The exponential rise in
pet ownership during and
after the Covid-19 pan-

demic has elevated demand
for pet grooming and health
services, creating opportunities for startups like
Zoivane Pets seeking to disrupt the pet wellness space.
Founded in 2019 by Mrs.
Nishma Singhal who is a
masters in cosmetics and
perfumery from ISIPCA,
PARIS and Mr. Kshitij Singhal
with an extensive experience in F&B, entertainment
and textile industry the
brand aims to address the
needs of first-time pet owners by facilitating pet training products and grooming
products across India.
On raising the fund
Nishma Singhal, Co-founder
of Zoivane Pets affirmed,“In
the recent past, Zoivane Pets
has dominated the Indian
pet care industry. We were
able to introduce products
that filled gaps in the market and created new catego-

ries. By integrating our industry expertise, we seek to
become a permanent part
of people's lives as pet
parenting partners.”
I’m extremely proud of
what we’ve accomplished at
Zoivane and appreciate listening from pet families
who have noticed and experienced benefits in their
furry family member from
our natural products.”
Nishma added.
On the Investment, Mr
Mihir Joshi, President, GVFL
said“This was in line with its
strategy of investing in startups that continuously innovate through R&D and
Zoivane Pets is a perfect example of that. Zoivane Pet is
an emerging brand that has
launched a number of innovative products in an affordable range for Pet care and
we envision to penetrate
the market together.

Delhivery, the Largest Logistics
Provider in India goes live on ONDC

Gurugram, Delhivery,
the largest fully-integrated
logistics services provider
in India is now live on
ONDC (Open Network For
Digital Commerce), the
company announced today. After successfully integrating with sellers, the
company is ready to begin
intercity express parcel
movement through ONDC.
With this move, the sellers
can
leverage
the
company's extensive network of 18000+ pin codes
in India.
Commenting on the
move, Kapil Bharati, Chief
Technology
Officer,
Delhivery, said, "We're excited to collaborate with
ONDC and help businesses
cater to their evolving digitized customers across the
country. ONDC is a gamechanger, and we applaud

the government's vision to
create an inclusive platform that levels the playing field for small entrepreneurs from any part of the
country to engage with
customers present in the
remotest corners of India."
Anil Agrawal, Additional Secretary (DPIIT ),
Ministry of Commerce &
Industry, Government of
India, said, "It is encouraging to see Delhivery, one of
India's largest logistics services providers, become a
network par ticipant in
ONDC.
Small businesses will
now get a fillip to serve
consumers across India via
Delhivery's extensive panIndia network. Participation of significant players
such as Delhivery adds
great momentum to the
government of India's mis-

Doctors giving ineffective, superficial Microsoft, Viasat partner to deliver
satellite internet globally by 2025
weight loss advice to patients
London, Dec 15 (IANS) In
a surprise find, researchers
have revealed that doctors
are generally giving vague
and superficial advice to patients living with obesity to
lose weight.
Moreover, their guidance is commonly not supported by scientific evidence, according to research published in Family
Practice, published by the
Oxford University Press.
"This research demonstrates that doctors need
clear guidelines on how to
talk opportunistically to patients living with obesity
about weight loss," said
Madeleine Tremblett, one of
the paper's lead authors.
"This can help them to
avoid
amplifying
stigmatising stereotypes
and give effective help to
patients who want to lose
weight," Tremblett added.
To reach this conclusion,
the researchers analysed
159 audio recordings of
consultations between gen-

eral practitioners and patients living with obesity
collected from the UK between 2013 and 2014.
The investigation found
that weight-loss advice
from doctors to patients
with obesity rarely included

effective methods and
mostly consisted of telling
patients merely to eat less
and be more physically
active.The advice was
mostly generic and rarely
tailored to patients' existing
knowledge and behaviours,
such as what strategies they
had tried to lose weight before. The advice was mostly
abstract or general. Superficial guidance, such as one

doctor telling a patient to
just "change their lifestyle a
bit" was common.
Doctors frequently told
patients to get help somewhere else for support in
weight loss, often suggesting that they return
for another consultation at their surgery.
The analysis indicated that when doctors did offer specific
information it was often scientifically unsupported and unlikely to result in actual weight loss.
The notion that small
changes in behaviour ("take
the stairs more often") can
have a large weight loss impact is a common myth and
is even prevalent in scientific literature, but it isn't
supported by research.
Another common myth
was that patients just
needed the "right mindset"
to lose weight, said researchers.--IANS

Washington, Dec 15
(IANS) Microsoft announced
that it has partnered with
global communications
company Viasat to deliver
satellite internet access to
10 million people across the
world by 2025.
Viasat is the first satellite
partner to work with
Microsoft's Airband Initiative, and together they will
deepen Airband's work,
Microsoft said in a blogpost
on Wednesday.
According to the International Telecommunication Union at the UN, around
one-third of the world's
population, that is, 2.7 billion
people, have still never used
the internet.
"Working with Viasat, we
will use satellite to reach remote areas that previously
have had few, if any, options
for conventional connectivity.
gether, we will be able to
rapidly scale and expand
Airband's reach, exploring a
wider pipeline of projects
and new countries where

we haven't yet worked," said
Teresa Hutson, vice president of technology and corporate
responsibility,
Microsoft. geostationary orbit and low earth orbit) and
fixed wireless.
By working together, the
companies will combine
their expertise and assets to
help enable telehealth, distance
learning and education,
precision agriculture, clean
power and other services to
reach new areas through
the transformational provision of power and connectivity.
"We're proud to partner
with Microsoft as it represents another important
step in bringing affordable
internet service across Africa, Latin America and the
US, as both companies continue to break down barriers
to bridge the digital divide
and make significant
progress toward digital equity and inclusion," said
Evan Dixon, president, global fixed broadband, Viasat.
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sion to democratize ecommerce."
T Koshy, Managing Director, Chief Executive Officer, ONDC, said," With
ONDC, we aim to empower
small businesses and rural
entrepreneurs by giving
them access to customers
across the countr y.
Delhivery, one of India's
largest logistics companies
backed by cutting-edge
technology, data, and
infrastructural capabilities,
will enable us to build a
more inclusive e-commerce community."

India’s 9 National Award Winning
artists hosts Common Studios
Module at Anant National University
Ahmedabad, At the end of every semester, Anant National University hosts a Common Studios Module for all
the Bachelor of Design students. Here, students from all
disciplines are offered workshop-style modules that give
them exposure beyond the classrooms. This semester, the
students were offered a three-week Common Studios from
nine national award-winning artists and artisans who are
preserving and promoting their traditional crafts.
These common studios allow the AnantU students to
have an opportunity to think beyond their classrooms and
curriculum and turn to learn-by-doing. Experiential learning gives the students an understanding of the materials,
form, structure and ancient Indian crafts. The students are
trained in Walnut Wood Carving, Wood Inlay, Dokra Casting, Glass figuring, Bamboo weaving, Kashmiri paper mache,
Silver filigree among a few other crafts. These workshops
are being offered under the newly formed centre at the
university INDIC - Centre for Indigenous Designs and Indian Crafts and will go onto 15th December 2022.

Wardwizard Food & Beverages introduces its wide
range of QuikShef and Snack Buddy Products
Gandhinagar, Ward wizard Foods & Beverages Ltd,
a Bombay Stock Exchange
listed company (BSE Code:
539132), today introduced
its wide range of QuikShef
RTE products and Snack
Buddy spices & condiments
at Khadhya Khurak 2022. As
the title sponsor of the
event, the company
brought its renowned expertise to the premier food
and beverage event in
Gujarat. With a stall space
booked for the occasion,
Wardwizard Foods & Beverages Ltd, will be showcasing multiple products from
its range of Ready-To-Eat
meals and condiments.
With over years of experience in the food and beverage industry, Wardwizard
Foods & Beverages Ltd, is
committed to bringing the
best quality products to the
market.
Khadhya Khurak 2022 is
the ultimate event for the
food and beverage industry
in Gujarat. Starting today,
the four-day event will
bring together top industry
professionals, leading
brands, and renowned
chefs to showcase the most
innovative products and
services in the food and
beverage industry. As the
biggest food and beverage
trade event in the state,

Wardwizard Foods & Beverages Ltd, finds it the ideal
platform to launch and
market its new product line
in Gujarat. With a wide
range of activities, such as
workshops, conferences,
and
demonstrations,
Khadhya Khurak provides
the perfect environment to
make a lasting impression
and gain invaluable insights into the industry.
Ms. Sheetal Bhalerao,
Chairperson & Managing
Director of Wardwizard
Foods & Beverages Limited,
further elaborated on the
company's plans for the future. She said “We strongly
believe our QuikShef and
Snack Buddy wide range of
products will be well-received by the audience at
Khadhya Khurak 2022. At
Wardwizard Foods & Beverages Ltd, we go above and
beyond to ensure the highest level of quality, range,
and hygiene for all our
products. Our rigorous
quality control standards
ensure that our products
meet the highest standards
of safety and taste.
In addition to introducing our extensive range of
products in the Gujarat
market, we are also planning to expand our retail
footprint
across
Maharashtra, Karnataka,

Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
and Chhattisgarh soon. We
are confident that our products will be well-received
by customers in these
states, given the overwhelming response we
have already received in
our existing markets. We
look forward to the positive
response our products will
get from customers, allowing us to gain further market share.”
Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Shivang Mehta,
COO of Wardwizard Foods
& Beverages Limited, said
“Khadhya Khurak 2022 is
the perfect platform for us
to introduce our QuikShef
and Snack Buddy product
range and make a strong
presence in the Gujarat
market.
We are excited to introduce our 16 products with
7 distributors across
Gujarat. We believe this distribution channel will help
us reach more customers.
Our team is working hard to
make sure that our products and services exceed
our customers' expectations. We are confident that
the exhibition will give us
an invaluable opportunity
to reach out to more customers and secure greater
sales for our business in the
coming months.”
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KFIN Technologies IPO to
open on December 19, 2022

Reliance Consumer Products launches
FMCG brand ‘Independence’ in Gujarat

Ahmedabad, Reliance
Consumer Products Ltd., the
FMCG arm and a fully
owned subsidiary of Reliance Retail Ventures Ltd., today launched its indigenous
made-for-India consumer
packaged goods brand, INDEPENDENCE in Gujarat.
Introduced to consumers and kirana partners on
the occasion of the centenary celebration of Pramukh
Swami
Maharaj
at
Akshardham
in
Ahmedabad, INDEPENDENCE offers a wide range
of products under several
categories including staples,
processed foods and other
daily essentials.
“I am happy to announce the launch of our
own FMCG brand INDEPENDENCE which brings a wide
choice of high quality and
affordable products including edible oils, pulses, grains,
packaged foods and other
daily need products,” said
Ms Isha Ambani, Director,

Reliance Retail Ventures Ltd.
“The brand stands for ‘truly
Indian solutions for real Indian problems’ which is articulated as – ‘Kan Kan Mein
Bharat’, thereby evoking
emotional attachment and
instilling a sense of inclusiveness amongst Indians.” Drawing on
Reliance In-

dustries’ (RIL) ethos, Reliance
Consumer Products Ltd.
aims to empower Indians
with indigenously developed products. The company plans to develop
Gujarat as a “go-to-market”
state to create excellence in
execution for its FMCG business, as it prepares for a national rollout for the brand.
Building on the equity
and affinity of brand “Reli-

ance” in Gujarat, the company plans to make ‘INDEPENDENCE’ launch an empowering movement for all
the stakeholders such as
consumers, manufacturers,
distributors and kiranas in
India. INDEPENDENCE products are tailor made
with a distinct understanding of Indian
consumer
needs and are sure
to find a place in Indian households, as
they are not just
made in India but
made for India.
With the aim of shared
prosperity, the company is
collaborating with trade
partners including manufacturers and kirana stores
to create high quality products and empower them
with enhanced business
opportunities. In the coming months, the company
plans to step up the launch
to cover FMCG retailers
across Gujarat.

Ahmedabad, December
15, 2022: KFin Technologies
Limited (“KFintech” or the
“Company”), proposes to
open on Monday, December
19, 2022, its initial public offering through offer for sale
of equity shares with face
value of Rs. 10 each (“Equity
Shares”). ( The “Offer for
Sale”). The Offer for Sale
comprises of Equity Shares
for an amount aggregating
up to Rs. 15,000 million by
General Atlantic Singapore
Fund PTE. Ltd. (the “Promoter Selling Shareholder”).
The Offer will close on
Wednesday, December 21,
2022.
The Price Band of the
Offer has been fixed at Rs.
347 to Rs. 366 per Equity
Share. Bids can be made for
a minimum of 40 Equity
Shares and in multiples of
40 Equity Shares thereafter.
KFin Technologies provides transaction origina-

Loans of Rs 7.62 lakh cr provided to
thermal power plants in India: Report
New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANS)
Loans amounting to Rs 7.62
lakh crore have been provided by 84 lenders, both
national and international,
to thermal power projects in
India, with a capacity of
1,000 MW and above between 2005-2022, a new report said on Thursday. The
report, The Coal Tail: Tracking Investments in Coal fired
CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
SWITI RAHUL PATEL to
SWEETY RAHUL PATEL
Add. 54, Patel Vas,
Bodakdev Gam,
Ahmedabad
M059A

Thermal Power Plants in India, by the Centre for Financial Accountability comes at
the heels of COP27, which
concluded on November 20
in Sharm-El-Sheikh, Egypt,
where India announced its
Long-Term Low Emissions
and Development Strategies. Moreover, India has recently assumed the presidency of the G20 Summit
this month, which will have
some focus on energy transition. The report analysed
data for 140 thermal power
plants ( TPPs) between
2005-2022 of which 122
were commissioned and 18
were in the construction
CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
JHALA DIVYARAJ
BHARATSINGH to ZALA
DIVYARAJSINH
BHARATSINGH
Add. 7, Krishnadarshan
Society, Jamfal Wadi,
C.T.M.Ahmedabad
3943

CHANGE OF NAME
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PATEL GITABEN
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Ta & Dist. Mehsana
3945

Ankleshwar NagarPalika, Ankleshwar
Tender Notice
Ankleshwar Nagarpalika invite Online Tender for P,S,L,L
and J W/S Pipeline in different area - 04(Four) works Total
Tender Cost of all 04(Four) works Rs.43,64,439/- And One
Tender For Annual contract for continual Bio-Remediation
treatment with physical removal of weeds and vegetation of
Gamtalav (Tender Cost Rs.5,89,500/-), Tender download
from www.nprocure.com and Information Account website
www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in will be available from
Dt.17/12/2022 to 26/12/2022. physical Document should
reached on or before 29/12/2022 at Ankleshwar Nagarpalika
office by RPAD/Spped post only.
Chief Officer
A.N.P

Chairman
A.N.P

President
A.N.P
INF/BCH/513/2022

GUJARAT MARITIME BOARD
TENDER NOTICE NO.1 OF 2022-23

Gujarat Maritime Board invites online for the appointment of
Consultant for Planning, Engineering and Implementation
support for the development of additional Ship Recycling Plots
at Alang-Sosiya Ship Recycling Yard, Distirct: Bhavnagar.
Tender Document to be
download from website
https://gmb.nprocure.com
and www.gmbports.org.
Pre-bid meeting
Last date and time for the
tender submission
Tender fees (Non-refundable)
Bid Security
Online Opening of Technical
bid

From 17/12/2022 at 12:30 Hrs.

05/01/2023 at 11:30 Hrs.
20/01/2023 up to 18:00 hrs
Rs.29,500/Rs.10,03,000/01/02/2023 at 12:30 hrs

For further details please contact Alang Branch, GMB Office,
Sagar Bhavan, Sector-10A, Opp.Air force Station, Chh
Road, Gandhinagar or lon on www.gmbports.org or
https://gmb.nprocure.com
INF/2003/22-23

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
HARESH NANIKRAM
NAGRANI to
HARESHKUMAR
NANAKRAM NAGRANI
Add. B/53, Satkar Bunglows,
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CHANGE OF NAME
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BRAHMBHATT to VINOD
DINESHBHAI
BRAHMBHATT
Add. C/502, Dev Residency,
New S. G Road, Gota,
Chandlodia, Ahmedabad
M059

and Data Analyst at Centre
for Financial Accountability.
“This report intends to remove this asymmetry and
make such information
available publicly to encourage demands for accountability from financial institutions.”

Seoul, Dec 15 (IANS)
Samsung Electronics will
present its vision for “sustainable innovation” at the
CES next month, its top executive said on Thursday,
continuing its focus on developing products that are
both highly connected and
sustainable. As a major technology company,“Samsung
Electronics has a responsibility to establish an ecoconscious value chain
through our innovative
technologies and products,”
Han Jong-hee, CEO and

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
VALAND DIXEET
NAVINBHAI to VALAND
DIXIT NAVINBHAI
Add. 16, Kanti Park, Opp.
Water Tank, Bopal Daskroi,
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Gujarat Water Supply & Severage Board
Tender Notice No:-23 Year:-2022-23
Tender I.D. No:- 565403

MkhËkhf]r»kLkøkh Ëktíkeðkzk f]r»k ÞwrLkðŠMkxe
÷e÷k ½kMk[khkLke ònuh rLkrðËk
(Tender No.SDAU/LRS/E-3/2022-23)

Ãkþw MktþkuÄLk fuLÿ, MkhËkhf]r»kLkøkh, rs.çkLkkMkfktXk-385506
VkuLk Lkt.(02748)278463 ¾kíku ÷e÷k ½kMk[khkuLke ðkŠ»kf Äkuhýu
¾heËe fhðkLke Au. su {kxu E-xuLzhªøk rMkMx{Úke ykuLk÷kELk xuLzh
íkk.15/12/2022Úke www.nprocure.com {khVík ¼hðkLkwt
hnu þ u . ðÄw rðøkík {kxu Þw r LkðŠMkxeLke ðu ç kMkkEx
www.sdau.edu.inLke {w÷kfkík ÷uðe.
Lkk{krLk/Ãkk÷Lk/549/2022-23

MktþkuÄLk ði¿kkrLkf (Ãkþw rð¿kkLk)

Tenders are invited through Two bid E-Tendering by the
Executive Engineer P.H.W.Dn.Surendranagar, “Jal Bhavan”
Near Circuit House, Rajkot Road, Surendranagar for Comprehensive Operation & maintenance of Surendranagar Integrated
Phase-II RWSS for 24 Month of all Component of Civil & Mechanical as per tender from the Government Registered
Contractor.Tender documents can be seen down-loaded and
submitted on website https://www.nprocure.com Last date
of submission of tender is Dt.10/01/2023 up to 18:00 Hours.
Physical submission of Tender Document is Dt.11/01/2023 up
to 15:00 Hours By Reg Ad./Speed Post/Hand Delivery Accepted.
Any additional Information of the tender will be available at
above mentioned office All right is reserved to reject any or all
tenders without assigning any published only on website only.
For any query related to village water supply scheme, contact on Toll Free No.1916
Executive Engineer

{krníke/MkwhuLÿLkøkh/362/22-23

Notified Area Authority
O/O The chief officer
Plot no.65/66 GIDC, kalol (N.G)
E.Tender notice no1/2022-23

2.

3.

Construction of Asphalt Road Widening From
Apnaghar Main Road to Swami Narayan
Gurukul Road At Ward No.2, (2nd Attempt)
(14th Finance Year 2017-2018 1st installment
Grant)
Development of Dungra Ghanchiyu Talav in
Ward No.11 for Vapi Municipality (4th 3rd
Attempt)(Professional Tax Year 2017-2018
Proreta Grant)
Construction of Storm water drain in Ward No.
11 from Dungra Haria Park main entry gate to
Khadi for Vapi Municipality. (5th Attempt) (15Th
Finance Year 2020-2021 2nd Installment
(Untied) Grant)
Online Tender Start Date
Online Tender Download End Date
Last Date For Submission of Technical Bid, EMD,
And Tender Fee. by RPAD And Speed Post Only.
Tender opening Approximate Date
Sd/Shailesh B.Patel
Chief Officer
Vapi Municipality

1. Estimate cost
2. Category of
Registered
Contractor
1.Rs.2,17,92,300/2.“B” Class And
Above

3.Tender Fee
4. EMD
5.Time limit

1.Rs.4,00,89,196/2.“A” Class and
above

3.6,000/4.Rs.4,00,900/5.12 Month

1.Rs.1,23,78,574/2.“C” Class and
Above

3.Rs.3600/4.Rs.1,23,790/-

Musk sells Tesla stock worth
$3.5 bn amid Twitter overhaul
San Francisco, Dec 15 (IANS) Elon Musk has sold
over 20 million more Tesla shares worth about $3.5
billion and did not provide any reason for selling
more stock in the electric car company.
Since November 2021, Musk has sold more than
$39 billion of Tesla shares.
After the fresh share sale, according to a form
filed with the US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), Musk now owns about $66 billion worth
of Tesla stock.
In April this year, the new Twitter CEO sold off
$8.5 billion worth of Tesla stock while in August, he
offloaded another $7 billion shares.The share sale
comes at a time when Tesla investors have raised
concerns over Musk's $44 billion Twitter acquisition,
saying his 24/7 involvement with the
micro-blogging platform is "detrimental to
Tesla,"
reports
Te c h C r u n c h . Te s l a
stock has nosedived
60.8 per cent since
January this year, and traded at $156.80 after hours
on Wednesday.According to industry analysts, "the
fresh stock sell is Musk's answer to some of the high
interest debt he's paying on his $44 billion Twitter
deal".Twitter took on $13 billion in debt as part of
that deal, including about $3 billion of unsecured
debt on which Twitter pays an interest rate of 11.75
per cent, said the report.

Bhopal, Dec 15 (IANS) Now, people visiting
Mahakaleshwar temple in Madhya Pradesh's Ujjain
will have access to 5G internet services.
While high speed 5G network service was
launched on the premises of holi shrine of the recently-renovated Mahakal Lok on Wednesday, the
same will be introduced in major cities of the state
by next four-five months.Expressing his pleasure on
the development, Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Thursday
said that it will lead to
rapid growth in several
sectors of the state.
5G services of JIO
was launched in Ujjain
in the presence of the
chief minister, during
which, the service
proivder demonstrated its multiple benefits in the
filed of education, health and many other sectors.
These benefits will bring transformational changes
in the lives of people in Madhya Pradesh, JIO said in
an official statement.Chief Minister Chouhan said
5G JIO internet services is the need of the hour and
it will bring revolutionary changes in various sectors. "5G internet services will also enable the
people to remain connected on real-time basis and
improve implementation and efficiency of government schemes for the last mile users," he added.

iOS 16.3 beta adds support for
Apple ID security keys
San Francisco, Dec 15 (IANS) Tech giant Apple's
upcoming iOS 16.3, iPadOS 16.3 and macOS Ventura
13.2 update betas, that were provided to developers, have introduced support for physical security
keys for extra protection for an Apple ID.
Apple revealed the new feature last week and
said that it would be introduced in 2023, which lines
up with the expected
release of iOS 16.3 and
its family updates, reports AppleInsider.
Users will have the
choice to add a thirdparty security key to
their account using
'Security Keys for
Apple ID', which will be required for authentication
when signing into a new device or accessing an
Apple ID.The security key is designed to take the
place of the verification codes that are sent to Apple
devices when logging into another device.
According to the tech giant, physical security
keys offer strong protection against phishing and
unapproved account accessSecurity keys can be set
up on devices running the beta by going to Apple
ID > Security Keys and following the instructions,
the report said.
Meanwhile, last week, other than security keys,
the iPhone maker introduced other security tools
as well--'iMessage Contact Key Verification', and 'Advanced Data Protection for iCloud'.

3.Rs.3,600/4.Rs.2,17,930/5.12 Months

17/12/2022
31/12/2022 17:00 hrs
07/01/2023 17:00 hrs
09/01/2023 Afternoon 12:39 hrs
(if Possible)

INF/Valsad/557/2022

San Francisco, Dec 15 (IANS) Twitter has suspended the account that was tracking the movements of CEO Elon Musk's private plane, and Musk
claimed that he is taking legal action against the
account's owner.
Jack Sweeney, a 19-year-old college student and
aviation enthusiast, created the @ElonJet account,
which provided regular updates on flights of Musk
by using publicly available data.
Musk on Thursday said: "legal action is being
taken against Sweeney and organisations who supported harm to my family," arguing it put his son at
risk.
"Any account doxxing real-time location info of
anyone will be suspended, as it is a physical safety
violation. This includes posting links to sites with
real-time location info."Even Sweeney's personal
account got suspended from the micro-blogging
platform along with the other tracking accounts
that he created.

San Francisco, Dec 15 (IANS) Tech giant Google
has started to roll out a new smart canvas feature
in Docs, that allows users to easily format and display code in Docs with code blocks.
Previously, when working in Google Docs, collaborators who wanted to present code had to
paste it in the document and then manually apply
styles by highlighting syntax, the tech giant said in
a Workspace Updates blogpost on Wednesday.
The new feature gives users the ability to
visualise code with industry standards, making code
readable and collaboration much easier.
This feature does not have admin control.
To format and display code in a Doc, go to Insert > Building blocks > Code blocks > choose the
programming language or search @ > Code blocks
> choose the programming language.
Meanwhile, last month, the tech giant had rolled
out a new Material You toggle design to its Docs,
Sheets and Slides.It is designed like a pill, therefore
the Material 3 (M3) switch is larger than the previous one.

The tender for the works having cost of
Rs.1,34,51,858.00 are invited by office of the Chief
officer, Kalol (N.G)through online. Last date of online
submission of tender is 01/01/2023 and submission of
physical documents is 02/01/2023 to 03/01/2023.
The tendee for online works can be upload-download
on website www.nprocure.com The detailed tender
notice can be seen in office notice board information
department website www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in
Right to reject any or all the tender without assigning
any reasons there of reseved by NAA which be binding
to all bidders Please stay touring website
www.nprocure.com for any corrigendum/addendun/
modification till last date of receipt.
Chief officer
Notified area
INF/2000/22-23
GIDC, kalol (N.G)

Name of Work

Twitter suspends account
tracking Musk, legal action
underway

Google Docs rolls out code
blocks for easier formatting

Online prices are solicited for the following works from the Contractors who have the right qualification and
are willing to do the work invited by office of The Chief Officer, Vapi Municipality Shahid Dhansukhbhai Marg,
Vapi-396191,
Tel (0260)-2463378. Further details of the tender will be seen on
https://vapimunicipality.nprocure.com and https://www.nprocure.com website. Technical Bid EMD, Tender
Fee, and other physical documents has to be submitted with seal and cover at Vapi Nagarpalika Office by
RPAD/Speed Post only before the last date of submission of physical documents. All rights to reject or accept
the tender without any reason lies in the power of The Chief Officer- Vapi Nagarpalika by the municipal office
during office hours.

1.

head of the Device
eXperience (DX) division,
said in a post updated on
the company’s website. The
world’s largest mobile
phone maker will show “a
new
and
expanded
SmartThings experience”
during the annual technology show, set to run from
Jan. 5-8 in Las Vegas, Han
said, presenting “easier and
safer ways to connect devices and appliances” that
are more energy efficient
and
environmentally
friendly.

Business Brief

MP: Ujjain's Mahakal Lok gets 5G
internet services

396191. Ta-Vapi, Dist-Valsad (Public Work Department)
(Tender Notice No.16)

Sr.
No.

24 out of 41 AMCs in India,
representing 59% of market
share.
General
Atlantic
Singapore Fund Pte owns a
72.51% stake in the company followed by Kotak
Mahindra Bank with 9.86%
stake while Compar Estates
and Agencies hold a 10.86%
stake in KFin Technologies.
However, Kotak and Compar
are not selling their shares in
the upcoming IPO.

Samsung to showcase ‘sustainable
innovation’ at CES 2023

Vapi Nagarpalika-Vapi

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from
HAFIZABEN MAJIDBHAI
ARABIYANI to HAFIZABANU
MAJIDBHAI MEMON
Add. A-2, 1st Floor Sabuwala
Residency Danilimda,
Ahmedabad-380028
3946

phase and spread across 16
states/UTs. The 122 plants
account for almost 196 GW
of the 204 GW total commissioned capacity during this
timeframe, with 122 GW
publicly held whereas 73
GW is privately-owned. “Information about financing is
indispensable to any scrutiny of project feasibility not
only in terms of efficiency
and requirement, but also
the environmental and social impacts that accompany such projects.Yet, such
information is rarely accessible to the public. This inaccessibility exists mainly due
to lack of transparency and
astute use of fiduciary relationships between bank
and client,” said Kenneth
Gomes, author of the report

tion and processing for mutual funds and private retirement schemes in Malaysia,
the Philippines and Hong
Kong. It provides services
and solutions to asset managers and corporate issuers
across asset classes in India
along with several investor
solutions.
The company is the largest investor solutions provider to Indian mutual
funds. It provides services to

7

Sd/Kashmira Hemal Shah
President
Vapi Municipality
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Maurya accuses SP of
delaying municipal polls

News

in a Nutshell

80% pregnant women are
anaemia: KGMU
Lucknow, Dec 15 (IANS) Nearly 80 per cent pregnant women coming to the King George's Medical
University (KGMU) have symptoms of anaemia, a
condition in which one lacks enough healthy red
blood cells to carry adequate oxygen to your body's
tissues.
KGMU Vice-Chancellor Lt. Gen. (retd) Vipin Puri,
said that out of every 10,000 pregnant women coming to KGMU for delivery nearly 8,000 have anaemia.
"Not only poor, but even girls and women of
middle class and rich families have been found to
be suffering from anaemia because of lack of nutrition either due to poverty or lack of awareness about
proper nutritious diet," he said.
Prof S.P. Jaiswar, head of obstetrics and
gynaecology department, KGMU, explained that
due to deficiency of iron, vitamin A and protein, the
body does not make enough red blood cells which
leads to decline in haemoglobin levels, causing
anaemia.

Discarded UPSRTC bus to be
used as classroom for kids
Lucknow, Dec 15 (IANS) In a new initiative, the
UP State Road Transport Corporation (UPSRTC) will
sell an old bus to Lucknow Municipal Corporation
(LMC) so that the bus can be used to conduct smart
classes for children who have been rescued from
beggary.
The UPSRTC will sell the discarded bus at a reserved price (approximately 12 per cent of original
cost) to the LMC.
The UPSRTC will repair and refurbish the bus
before handing it over to the LMC. The bus will serve
as a classroom for sorts for the children.
UPSRTC has also fixed criteria to discard a bus.
The bus should be at least ten years old and must
have operated for over 11 lakh kms.Its depreciated
value is also taken into consideration before it is
auctioned.The board also decided to get private
buses operated on contractual basis.

CBI registered 15 cases for
derogatory posts against Govt,
constitutional functionaries
New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANS) The country's apex investigating agency Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) has registered a total number of 15 cases on
the allegations of derogatory posts on government
and constitutional functionaries since 2019 and
upto November 30, 2022, the Parliament was told
on Wednesday.
"Out of these 15 cases, 6 cases are under investigation, while in 9 cases, 28 charge sheets have been
filed against 28 accused persons. All the cases, in
which charge sheets have been filed, are under trial,"
Union Personnel Minister Jitendra Singh told the
Lok Sabha in a written reply.

Students celebrate their first convocation of Patliputra University (PPU) at SKM Hall, in Patna on Thursday.
UNI

States boundary row: Maha to form
ministerial panel soon, says CM
Mumbai, Dec 15 (IANS)
As directed by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah,
Maharashtra will soon set
up a committee of ministers
to study and take measures
to resolve the long-pending
boundary
row
with
Karnataka, Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde said here on
Thursday.
Assuring that the state
government is standing behind the Marathi people in
the disputed border areas,
he assured that steps will be
taken to solve their grievances and problems.
Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis said that
till the border issue is pending in the Supreme Court,

the government will adhere
to the instructions of Shah
and make all efforts to ensure that peace is maintained in the region.
The duo's comments
came after their meeting
with Shah, Karnataka CM
Basavraj Bommai and home
minister Araga Gyanendra
in New Delhi late on
Wednesday.
At the meeting, Shah
said he has advised both the
states to maintain a status
quo till the outcome of the
case in the apex court.
He also directed both
states to form a committee
of three ministers from each
side to coordinate, visit the
disputed areas, study and

Jilted lover kills woman
on busy Kerala road
Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 15 (IANS) A 46-year-old
jilted lover murdered a 50year-old woman, his partner
of 12 years, on a busy road
here on Thursday.The incident occurred on the main
road at Peroorkada when
Sindhu was walking and
Rajesh slashed her thrice
with a knife.Though Sindhu
was rushed to a hospital, she

succumbed to her injuries.
Rajesh was taken into
police custody where he
confessed to the crime and
said the two were in a relationship for the past 12
years but of late, she had
drifted away from him.
The accused runs a juice
shop in the capital city
suburbs.A police probe has
been launched.

resolve problems of the
people there.
Shah also advised the
two states that till the SC
verdict, no state will make
allegations or counter-allegations against each other,
neither state will make
claims/demands on each
other and ensure that the
situation doesn't deteriorate.
Welcoming Shah's initiative, Nationalist Congress
Party National Spokesperson Clyde Crasto said it remains to be seen whether
the Karnataka CM will abide
by the instructions or not.

democratic values and also
accused the party and its
leaders of an anti-Dalit and
anti-women mentality.
He said SP was worried
about the increasing representation of the deprived
sections in local bodies.
"The SP fears that if the
elections are held now, it will
suffer significant losses. The
SP is attempting to raise obstacles in this situation
through a prominent party
leader," the Deputy Chief
Minister said.
It may be recalled that
the court is hearing a bunch
of petitions challenging the
OBC reservation in the local
bodies' polls.
Maurya alleged that the
brother of a prominent SP
MLA was behind at least one
of the petitions.

Cong gives adjournment notice in LS
for 3rd day in row on border clash
New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANS)
Despite not being allowed
to raise the issue of Chinese
transgressions in Arunachal
Pradesh, the Congress on
Thursday again moved an
adjournment notice in the
Lok Sabha.
Congress MP Manish
Tewari in his notice, said, "A
detailed discussion on the
grave situation at the border
with China in the Tawang
sector in Arunachal Pradesh.
This is the first physical clash
between the two armies
since August 2020 which
took place at Rinchen La in
eastern Ladakh."" We have

Shah to attend Kashi Tamil Sangamam's
valedictory function in Varanasi
New Delhi, Dec 15
(IANS) Union Minister
Amit Shah is likely to visit
Varanasi on Friday to attend the valedictory function of Kashi Tamil
Sangamam.
According to a source,
Union Home Minister
Shah along with a Tamil
community delegation
will attend the ongoing
Kashi Tamil Sangamam at
Varanasi on December 16.
Union
Minister

Lucknow, Dec 15 (IANS)
Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya has blamed the
Samajwadi Party (SP) for the
delay in holding elections to
the urban local bodies.
His statement comes after the Allahabad High
Court on Wednesday extended the stay on declaring the date for the polls till
December 20.
"SP is using the brother
of a prominent SP leader to
place hurdles in the election
process since SP does not
want the polls to be held on
schedule. The BJP and the
Yogi Adityanath government are prepared to hold
civic body elections on
time," Maurya said.
He further said that SP
appeared to have no faith in

Dharmendra Pradhan will
also
attend
the
programme.
Prime
Minister
Narendra Modi inaugurated
Kashi
Tamil
Sangamam in Varanasi on
November 19. The objective of the programme is to
celebrate, reaffirm and rediscover the age-old links
between Tamil Nadu and
Kashi - two of the country's
most important and ancient seats of learning.

had the Hon'ble Defence
Minister give a statement.
However, there are crucial
questions that need to be
asked: Why are these clashes
happening, first Galwan and
now Yangtse? What do the
Chinese want? Is the government aware of Chinese
mal-intentions? Have we
lost any territory to the Chinese as a result of these aggressions, if so, how much
and how does the government plan to get it back? Bilateral trade trade with
China is at an all time high.
Between 2020 to the
present, imports from China

have nearly doubled from
$27.3 billion to $52.4 billion.
That the Chinese are attempting to come inside Indian territory is a portentous
sign."From Eastern Ladakh,
the Chinese seem to be eyeing Arunachal and the 2,500
KM Eastern Sector of the
LAC."
The notice said the reports suggest that China has
built a massive infrastructure and there is additional
troop buildup on the LAC. At
least three additional PLA
brigades are reportedly deployed at the LAC.

RS adjourned twice amid uproar
New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANS)
The Rajya Sabha was adjourned twice for 15 minutes on Thursday following
an uproar by the opposition
members after being denied notices.
Seven Opposition members had given notices to
the chairman on various issues, but were not allowed.
In reaction, the opposition
members indulged in
sloganeering and the House
was adjourned twice, first
from 11.12 a.m. for 15 minutes and second time from
11.35 a.m. to 11.50 a.m.

Trinamool Congress
member Derek O' Brien said,
"There are at least three instances where rule 267 suspension of business notices
have been allowed, including on Demonetisation."
Shiv Sena MP Priyanka
Chaturvedi also insisted on
her notice, and Congress MP
Pramod Tiwari too referred
to the rule 267 but to no
avail.
Leader of the House,
Piyush Goyal said the members have been making erroneous allegations and
that should be looked into.

CMs agreed on resolution in constitutional manner,
Minor sodomised by teacher in
Amit Shah on Maha-K'taka border dispute
Delhi Madrasa, accused still at large

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu along with Congress
MP Pratibha Singh and Himachal Pradesh Ministers and MLAs meeting Congress
President Mallikarjun Kharge in New Delhi on Thursday. UNI

'Those who drink liquor, will die',
says Bihar CM Nitish Kumar
Patna, Dec 15 (IANS) After the liquor tragedy in Saran, Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Thursday
said that 'those who drink
liquor would die'.
The chief minister said
this while interacting with
the media persons at the
Bihar Assembly.
He also targeted the BJP
leaders, and said, "BJP leaders should go in public and
make people aware about
the benefits of liquor ban in
Bihar."
"Liquor ban in Bihar was
not my decision. Every party
supported the law and then
it was implemented. The

women of the state had a
strong demand for this law
and it has benefitted a large
section of the society,"
Kumar said.
"I want to ask the BJP
about the deaths due to
spurious liquor happening
in those states where it is
ruling. Liquor is not a good
thing. Those who drink liquor, would die (Jo sharab
piyega, wo marega)," Kumar
said.
Meanwhile, the death
toll has reached 38 in the
Saran liquor tragedy. Maximum deaths happened in
the Mashrakh block while
some of the deceased are

Greater Chennai Police on high alert
after murder of history-sheeter
Chennai, Dec 15 (IANS)
The Greater Chennai police is
on high alert after a gang of
five miscreants hacked a history-sheeter to death in
broad daylight at Vanniyar
street here.
Suresh, alias Kaurkka, of
Puliyanthope was murdered
on Wednesday evening.
Since Suresh was accused in several criminal
cases, police are on high alert
to prevent any gang wars as
intelligence has reported the
possibility of counter attack
by Suresh's gang. Police have,

however, not ascertained the
identity of the criminals involved in the gory killing.
The crime took place on
Wednesday evening, when
Suresh was on his way to
meet his wife who works in
Ambattur. Notably, the Opposition AIADMK is planning
a state-level campaign
against the failing law and
order situation in Tamil Nadu
and Suresh's muder as part
of a gang-war has given the
party the much-needed ammunition against the government.

also natives of villages that
come under Isuapur police
station. The district administration of Saran claimed that
a number of people have
been admitted to various
hospitals of the district and
were under observation of
the health officials.

New Delhi, Dec 15
(IANS) A 12 year-old boy
was sodomised repeatedly
by a Ulema (teacher) in a
North-Delhi Madrasa, an
official said on Thursday.
The boy was studying
in Al-Jamiatul Islaniatul
Arabia Qasimul-Uloom
Madrasa since August
2021. A manhunt has been
initiated to nab the 24
year-old accused, Mohd
Isran, a resident of
Saharanpur in Uttar
Pradesh, who is still at
large, police said.
Police said that a case
has been registered under
sections 377 (unnatural offences) and 506 (criminal
intimidation) read with 6

Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act on December
14 at Sarai Rohilla police
station.In an FIR registered
at Subzi Mandi police station, the minor had alleged
that Irfan used to come to
his room around midnight
every second or third day
and take him to his room.
Sagar Singh Kalsi, the
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (north) said that the
accused had sodomised
the victim multiple times.
His assaults used to
leave me writhing in pain.
He would threaten me not
to reveal anything to anyone," the boy stated in the
FIR, accessed by the IANS.

AAP MP Sanjay Singh seeks permission to
raise India-China border issue in Rajya Sabha
New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANS)
Aam Aadmi Party MP Sanjay
Singh on Thursday sought
Rajya Sabha Secretary
General's permission to
raise India-China border issue during the Zero Hour in
the House.
Terming the matter "Urgent", Singh in a letter to the
Secretary General, said: "First
Galvan, then Doklam, now
the case of Tawang has

come to the fore. The Indian
Army has always protected
the borders of the country
with its pride, bravery and
valor. But when our Army
asks for permission to take
direct action, the government does not give permission to retaliate".
The AAP MP has claimed
that after the violent conflict
in the Galvan Valley, the government had said about im-

Trinamool Congress criticises judge who gave
protection to Suvendu Adhikari against FIRs
Kolkata, Dec 15 (IANS)
Senior Trinamool Congress
leader Kunal Ghosh on
Thursday criticised Calcutta
High Court Judge Justice
Rajasekhar Mantha, who
gave protection to the
Leader of the Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari against
FIRs.
Ghosh,
who
is
Trinamool Congress's state
general secretary and the
party spokesman, alleged
that because of the protection provided by Justice
Mantha, the leader of the
opposition has become
reckless.
"I have full respect towards the judicial system.
But the manner in which
Justice Mantha gave
Suvendu Adhikari protection and immunity from all
past and future FIRs was
undemocratic and biased.
This made Suvendu

New Delhi, Dec 15 (IANS)
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, who on Wednesday
chaired a meeting with
Maharashtra and Karnataka
Chief Ministers on their border dispute, said that both
sides had agreed to resolve
the issue in a constitutional
manner.
The meeting, attended
by Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde, his
Karnataka counterpart
Basavraj
Bommai,
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
and Karnataka Home Minister Araga Jnanendra, lasted
for more than an hour.
Addressing media afterwards, Amit Shah said: "We
have held a positive discus-

Adhikari reckless as was
evident from the stampede
at his blanket distribution
programme at Asansol on
Wednesday evening that
killed three persons. Justice
Mantha will have to take
responsibility for the tragedy," Ghosh said.
On December 8 this
year, Justice Mantha had
put a stay on all the past 26
FIRs filed against Adhikari
at different police stations
in the state. At the same
time, he had also barred the
state police from filing any
fresh FIR against the leader
of the opposition without
prior approval of the court.
Ghosh said the police
should register cases
against Adhikari and all the
organisers of the blanket
distribution programme.
Earlier, Ghosh had
claimed that Adhikari always prefers to approach

the bench of Justice
Mantha in any legal matter.
"I hope that in future,
Justice Mantha will review
his decisions on this count,
I am not criticising the judicial system. I am just raising
objections about certain
decisions of a judge in a
particular matter," he said.
This is not the first time
that Ghosh has criticised
any judge.Earlier, Ghosh
had criticised Justice Abhijit
Gangopadhyay of Calcutta
High Court when the latter
said that he might advise
the Election Commission of
India to cancel the recognition of Trinamool Congress
as a political party.
At that time, Ghosh had
alleged that Justice
Gangopadhyay was trying
to project his Phantom image to pave the way for his
post-retirement political
life.--IANS
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posing economic sanctions.
But after the conflict, instead
of decreasing Chinese imports to India, the Centre
has increased it by 46.2 per
cent to $97.52 billion and bilateral trade has crossed the
record level of $125 billion.
Singh claimed that the
Centre's economic policies
are strengthening China
and that must be widely discussed. Therefore, he should
be allowed to speak on this
very important subject during the Zero Hour, Singh
said.

sion on the ongoing border
disputes
between
Maharashtra and Karnataka.
Both sides have kept a positive attitude and it was
unanimously decided that
border disputes cannot be
resolved on roads and can
be only done through constitutional methods."
"In order to address the
issue, a committee of 6 ministers, three each from both
states will hold detailed
talks to resolve the issue.
Apart from that in order to
ensure law and order at all
costs, a committee under a
senior IPS official will be
formed."
Noting fake news is being spread through Twitter
to create tension, Shah said:

"It has also come to our notice that fake Twitter accounts named after senior
leaders have played a very
big role in flaring up the issue. It has been decided that
FIRs will be registered
against people behind this
and they will be exposed."
Urging opposition parties to cooperate, Shah said:
"I urge opposition parties in
Maharashtra and Karnataka
not to politicise this issue.
We should wait for outcome
of the discussions of the
committee formed to resolve this issue & decision of
Supreme Court. I'm confident that the NCP, the Congress and the Uddhav
Thackeray group will cooperate."

Operation on to rescue
Telangana man stuck under rocks
Hyderabad, Dec 15
(IANS) Rescue workers
were continuing their efforts on Thursday to save
a youth, who got stuck under rocks in Telangana's
Kamareddy district.
For more than 18
hours, forest, police and
fire services teams were
working overtime to pull
out safely the man stuck
between two huge boulders in the Yellareddy forest area. The authorities
deployed four JCBs to remove the boulders to res-

cue the youth, who had
accidentally slipped and
stuck between the rocks
while hunting in the area
on Tuesday.A rescue
worker said the operation
continued throughout the
night. The team were also
blasting rocks at some
distance.Raju was partly
visible from outside and
he was heard crying for
help. Officials supervising
the rescue work advised
the man to be patient as
the work was on to save
him.

Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Tejashwi Yadav speaking to media persons on
the Hooch tragedy issue during the Winter session of the state Assembly, in Patna
on Thursday. UNI

