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News

Brief
J&K Lt governor
announces Rs 5
lakh each for kin
of civilians killed
in Rajouri firing
Srinagar, Dec 17 (IANS)
Jammu and Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj Sinha on Saturday announced ex-gratia
payment of Rs 5 lakh each
to the next of kin of two locals killed in a firing incident
outside an Army camp in
Rajouri distri
ct. Taking
to Twitter, the L-G said, “The
incident in Rajouri is very
unfortunate. Condolences
to the bereaved families.The
price of a life cannot be set
in monetary terms but still I
announce an ex gratia relief
of Rs five lakh each for the
affected family”.
Two locals were killed in
a firing incident outside an
Army camp in Rajouri on Friday. Initially, the Army said
the two had been killed in
militant firing.
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Kerala family
seeks Rs 3 mn aid
to bring back
bodies of
murdered
daughter, kids
from UK
Kochi, Dec 17 (IANS) The
family of a Kerala nurse, who
was murdered along with
her two young children by
her husband in London, has
sought Rs three million as
financial assistance to bring
back the bodies home.
The gruesome incident
occurred on Thursday at
Kettering, a town in UK’s
Northamptonshire. Saju,
the accused, is in police custody. Saju, along with their
son(6) and daughter(4) had
recently joined his wife in
the UK. His wife was employed in a UK hospital for
the past one year. A driver by
profession, Saju was frustrated after failing to get a
job. The couple used to
quarrel over financial issues
which took a turn for the
worse on Thursday and
ended in him killing the
three.

Death toll in
Malaysia
landslide rises to
21
Kuala Lumpur, Dec 17
(IANS) The death toll of a
landslide in Malaysia's
Selangor state has risen to
21 with another 12 still missing, a Malaysian official has
said. Deputy Prime Minister
Ahmad Zahid Hamidi said
that the search and rescue
operation is still ongoing
and various agencies are
doing their best to search
for the victims, with machinery and search dogs being
used to locate them, Xinhua
news agency reported. "My
deepest condolences to the
families of the victims who
died in this tragedy," he told
reporters following a visit to
the area. Ahmad Zahid also
said with heavy rainfall expected in the coming days,
especially on the east coast,
strong currents of water
would flow on slopes and
hillsides, which could then
lead to further landslides,
advising all such camping
sites to be vacated.

Biden signs
short-term
funding bill
Washington, Dec 17
(IANS) US President Joe
Biden signed a short-term
funding bill to avert a government shutdown.
The continuing resolution provided appropriations to federal agencies
through December 23, for
continuing projects and activities, Xinhua news agency
reported, citing the White
House. The measure gave
US lawmakers additional
time to pass an omnibus
spending package by
Christmas.

Government committed to achieving defence
production target of $22 bn by 2025: Rajnath

New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS)
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Saturday said the
government is working and
committed to increasing the
defence production target
from current $12 billion to
$22 billion by 2025.
“You (industry) can
imagine, with this kind of
growth, how many opportunities will be available for
the Indian industry,” the Defence Minister said while
addressing FICCI’s 95th Annual Convention & AGM
here.
He further underlined
that to increase the participation of domestic industry,

the government has reserved a certain portion of
defence capital acquisition
for domestic procurement.
“Out of the total defence
capital budget outlay, 68 per
cent of it is reserved for indigenous procurement by
domestic industry and 25
per cent for the private sector. The results of these have
now started appearing and
more measures will be announced
soon,”
he
emphasised.
The government, he
said, is also working to provide market access to the
domestic industry to make
them Aatmanirbhar.

Man self-immolates at home in South
Delhi, five of family injured
New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS)
A 35-year-old man self-immolated himself in a room
where the others, including
a six-year-old boy and an
infant, were also present.
Police said that all the
five family members sustained burn injuries in the
incident which took place in
Fatehpur Beri area of South
Delhi.
The man identified as
Abhinay Gupta sustained 50
per cent burn injuries while
his mother, Prashila Gupta,
suffered 20 per cent. Both
are undergoing treatment
AIIMS.
According to a senior
police official, on Friday
night around 11:47 p.m, a
police control room (PCR)
call regarding a fire in a

house and people being
stuck, was received at
Fatehpur Beri police station.
“A police team rushed to
the spot. Abhinay Gupta, his
wife Neha Gupta, Prashila
Gupta and two kids, Rihaan
(6) and eight-month-old
Shivansh were to be found
injured in the incident. All
were sent to AIIMS and
Safdarjung Hospital,” said
the official.
“On initial enquiry, it was
found that Abhinay poured
Kerosene over himself and
set himself on fire.
He had an argument
with his family members,
who were present in the
same closed room. Family
members also suffered
burns while dousing the
fire,” said the official.

Singh said that in the
last few years, there has
been a continuous increase
in defence exports.
The government has already taken a series of steps
including simplifying the
FDI norms which have been
increased to 74 per cent via
automatic route and 100 per
cent via government route,
he added.
The Defence Minister
also urged the domestic industry and foreign Original
Equipment Manufacturers
to invest in Indian defence
sector by focusing on R&D,
bringing in newer technologies and capital.

He added that India is
making defence products
not just for the domestic
market but also to meet the
global requirements. “The
world is waiting for the
products made in India,” he
claimed.
India has moved from
the group of ‘fragile 5’
economies to ‘fabulous 5
world economies’ in the last
nine years and registered itself as one of the fastest
growing economies, the
Defence Minister said on
the occasion.
Sanjiv Mehta, President,
FICCI, thanked the government for ushering in re-

forms in the process of defence acquisition and facilitating ease of doing business through the revision of
the DPP 2016 as DAP 2020
and assured Industry’s
unstinted support for
achieving the goal of
‘Aatmanirbhar
Raksha
Utpadhan’.
Subhrakant Panda,
President-Elect, FICCI said
that the government’s focus
on ‘Make In India’ and ‘Make
for the World’ is an impressive strategic move towards
shedding its historical status
of one the largest importer
of defence equipment to a
net exporter.

5 relatives held for abetment
to suicide of man, his mother

Surendranagar
(Gujarat), Dec 17 (IANS) Five
relatives have been arrested
by Surendranagar district
police in connection with
the abetment to suicide of
a man and his mother.
Tapubhai Parghi in his
complaint with the Chuda
Police station has stated
that his nephew Lakshman
Parmar and sister-in-law
Premaben committed suicide on December 15, because Lakshman’s in-laws
were harassing, torturing
and threatening to kill them,
as they were against
Lakshman’s live-in-relationship with his sister-in-law

Payalben.
On December 11, Payal’s
brother and other relatives
came in a car and took away
Payal from the Bhrugupur
village, where Lakshman
was living with his mother
and living partner Payal.
Even in November, Payal’s
family had come to their
place, beaten Premaben
and threatened her.
Payal’s family members
were angry with the relationship because Lakshman
was married with Payal’s sister Shardaben and from
their marriage, they have a
13-year-old
daughter
Harsida. Lakshman had

been in a relationship with
Payalben for the last seven
years, and only in October
both had signed a live-in-relationship contract, against
Payal’s family’s wish.
Deputy Superintendent
of Police C.P. Mundhva told
IANS that a complaint for
the abetment to suicide,
criminal intimidation, unlawful assembly and other
sections was lodged against
12 persons. Of which five
persons, Karan Vaghela, his
wife Komal, Ramesh and his
wife Kirti and Bhavesh were
arrested on Friday night,
while search is on for seven
other accused.

Police personal waiting for vehicles to leave for
polling stations, of Municipal General Election, in
Patna on Saturday. UNI

Amit Shah stresses on equal
responsibility of states with BSF to
check cross-border crimes
Kolkata, Dec 17 (IANS) Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday said that states having international
borders have equal responsibility with the Border Security Force (BSF) to check cross border crimes. He made
the remark while addressing the Eastern Zonal Council
meeting at the West Bengal state secretariat Nabanna.
Secretariat sources said that Shah refused to accept the
arguments of some state governments that cross-border crimes like illegal infiltration and smuggling taking
place due to the BSF’s negligence. The concerned state
governments also have an equal responsibility in checking the cross-border crimes, he said at the meeting. The
meeting was attended by Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and her counterpart from Jharkhand Hemant
Soren and Deputy Chief Minister of Bihar Tejaswi Yadav.
Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik did not attend the
meeting and instead deputed two members of his cabinet to participate. Senior officials of the Central and state
governments were also in attendance. The Union Home
Minister further claimed that the Centre is taking the
matter of internal security quite seriously and on this
point, he stressed on a smooth coordination between
the Union and the state governments.

Centre should take over rationing
system in national capital: Delhi BJP

The Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha Vadodara organized a protest against the use of derogatory language
by Pakistan's Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto for the PM of India Narendra Modi in the United Nations Security Council (UNSC)

New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS)
The Delhi BJP on Saturday
urged the Centre to either
take over the ration system
or transfer the subsidy issued by the Centre to the
bank accounts of the consumers as the Delhi government has “failed” to provide
ration to the poor.
Accusing the Kejriwalled government of depriving 72.78 lakh ration
cardholders of the national
capital from the ration in
November and December,
Delhi Pradesh BJP Working
President
Virendra
Sachdeva and Leader of
Opposition Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri said the rationing

system in the national capital has come to a complete
standstill.
The Central Government released 8,000 tonnes
of rice and 11,900 tonnes of
wheat for half year from
April to September this year,
but the Delhi government
could not distribute even
this, they alleged.
The reason is that more
than 34,000 quintals of rice
from Mayapuri, Okhla and
Pusa godowns and 10,000
quintals of wheat from
Mayapuri godown, sent for
the month of November,
were not lifted. In a joint
press conference, BJP leaders said that the central gov-

ernment provides ration to
the consumers of Delhi under the National Food Security Act, Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
and ‘One Nation One Card
Scheme’. The commission of
ration vendors of Delhi has
not been given since the last
half year whereas they
should have received the
commission in advance and
the central government has
already given this amount
to Delhi. Along with providing ration, the central government also pays the cost
of transportation and commission of ration vendors to
deliver
ration
from
godowns to ration vendors.

GST Council recommends to Punjab ranks second in average monthly
decriminalise certain offences income per agricultural household: Centre
New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS)
The GST Council on Saturday
recommended
decriminalising certain offences and doubled the
threshold for launching
prosecution from Rs one
crore to Rs two crore, except
for the offence of issuance
of invoices without supply
of goods or services or both.
Moreover, it also recommended reducing the compounding amount from the
present range of 50 per cent
to 150 per cent of tax
amount to the range of 25
per cent to 100 per cent.
Measures for facilitation
of trade also included recommendation
on
decriminalising certain offences including obstruction or preventing any officer in discharge of his duties; deliberate tempering of
material evidence and failure to supply the information.
Speaking on the deliberations at the Council’s
meeting, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
that no new taxes have
been brought.
The 48th GST Council
met under the Chairmanship of Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs
Nirmala Sitharaman via virtual mode in New Delhi on
Saturday. The meeting was
also attended by Union Minister of State for Finance
Pankaj Choudhary besides
Finance Ministers of States &

UTs (with legislature) and
senior officers of the Ministry of Finance and states/
UTs.“Union Finance Minister
Smt. @nsitharaman chairs
the 48th meeting of the GST
Council via virtual mode, in
New Delhi, today, the finance ministry tweeted.
Moreover, the Council
has clarified on what constitutes an SUV and the tax applicable for such categories
of automobiles. The council
clarified that vehicle SUVs
with an engine capacity exceeding 1,500 cc and length
exceeding 4,000 mm with a
ground clearance of 170
mm or above will attract a

22 per cent compensation
cess. Revenue Secretary
Sanjay Malhotra said GST on
online gaming and casinos
was not discussed as the report of a Group of Ministers
(GoM) on the issue submitted its report only a couple
of days back.
It was also clarified that
goods falling in the lower
rate category of 5 per cent
under schedule I of notification No. 1/2017-CTR imported for petroleum operations will attract a lower rate
of 5 per cent and the rate of
12 per cent shall be applicable only if the general rate
is more than 12 per cent.

Chandigarh, Dec 17
(IANS) Punjab ranks second
in the country in average
monthly income per agricultural household. This fact
came to light in a data provided by Union Minister of
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Narendra Singh
Tomar in the ongoing session of Rajya Sabha.
The minister was replying to a question by Aam
Aadmi Party’s Rajya Sabha
member Sanjeev Arora.
As per information,
Meghalaya tops across the
country with average
monthly income per agricultural household (Rs

29,348).
Punjab (Rs 26,701) is followed by Haryana (Rs
22,841), Arunachal Pradesh
(Rs 19,225), Jammu and
Kashmir (Rs 18,918), group
of Union Territories (Rs
18,511), Mizoram (Rs
17,964), Kerala (Rs 17,915),
group of northeastern
states
(Rs
16,863),
Uttarakhand (Rs 13,552),
Karnataka (Rs 13,441),
Gujarat
(Rs
12,631),
Rajasthan (Rs 12,520),
Sikkim (Rs 12,447) and
Himachal Pradesh (Rs
12,153).
Responding to the reply,

Arora told the media, “If we
consider states dependent
the maximum on cash
crops, Punjab would rank
first with Meghalaya having
major share of horticulture
and fruits.”
He urged the Punjab
farmers to go for more diversification of crops, horticulture and fruits.
The prominent crops
produced in Punjab include
rice, wheat, maize, bajra, sugarcane, oilseeds, and cotton,
but rice and wheat alone
constitute 80 per cent of the
total gross cropped area.
Arora said Chief Minister

Bhagwant Mann is trying his
best to further improve condition of peasantry in the
state. Citing an example, he
said in October the Chief
Minister had announced to
increase the price of sugarcane to Rs 380 per quintal
from Rs 360 per quintal. This
was done with a view to
supplement the income of
farmers.
At present, sugarcane is
cultivated on 1.25 lakh hectares in Punjab. The MP said
the Chief Minister has assured to make the minimum
support price (MSP) for
crops a legal guarantee.

Mangaluru blast: Terror suspect
moved to B’luru hospital
Bengaluru, Dec 17
(IANS)
Mohammad
Shariq, the terror suspect
in Mangaluru cooker
blast case, was on Saturday shifted to Victoria
Hospital here from
Mangaluru by the National
Investigation
Agency (NIA), sources
confirmed.
Confirming the development, Mangaluru Police
Commissioner
Shashikumar stated that
he was taken to
Bengaluru amid heavy
police protection under

the monitoring of NIA officers early this morning.
According to sources,
Shariq has recovered completely and is able to walk
and manage daily chores by
himself. However, he has
been moved to the burns
ward of the Victoria Hospital for further treatment.
He will be taken to NIA
facility in Bengaluru soon,
sources said. The NIA officers had already started grilling Mohammad Shariq a
few days ago following his
recovery.
The probe has revealed

that Shariq was getting financial support from
Abdul Mateen Taha, who
was directly in touch with
terror outfit IS. He also introduced Shariq and others to terror network,
sources said. The handlers
got the funding through
darknet and bitcoin. The
terror suspect was planning to carry out the blast
in the communally-sensitive Mangaluru and quietly come back to Mysuru
and continue to hatch
conspiracy in the identity
of a Hindu man.
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah with West Bengal Chief Minister mamata
Banerjee and Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren at 25th meeting of the 'Eastern Zonal Council' in Kolkata on Saturday. UNI
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Desk
A breakthrough
in US laboratory
offers new
promise for
clean energy

Scientists have been trying to
replicate the process that
produces energy for the sun and
the stars – fusion. The US just
announced a milestone in this
endeavour. But it will take time
for this process to be scaled up
For more than nine decades scientists have tried
to replicate the process that produces energy for the
sun and the stars — fusion. On Tuesday, researchers
at the National Ignition Facility (NIF) in California, USA,
announced a milestone in this endeavour. They
merged two nuclei to produce a heavier nucleus.Their
reactor produced about 1.5 times more energy than
what was used in the process. In all the earlier attempts to harness the power of fusion, the reactors
used up more energy than what was produced. But
scientists say that it will be at least two decades before the process pioneered in the California laboratory can be scaled up. Moreover, the NIF’s primary
mandate is defence related, making the immediate
prospects of clean energy from its reactors remote.
Even then, in a world desperately searching for technologies that can power the developmental needs
of nations without adding to the GHG load, the breakthrough at NIF has generated excitement.
Several countries are shifting to renewable energies to meet their international climate-related commitments. Yet, power generation currently is responsible for 25-30 per cent of global GHG emissions. The
inherently unstable nature of renewables means that
countries find it very difficult to jettison fossil-fuel
energy sources. Conventionally-produced nuclear
energy — that uses fission technology — is relatively
cleaner. But accidents at Chernobyl in 1986 and
Fukushima in 2011 have raised serious questions over
the safety of fission-powered plants. According to the
IEA’s best-case scenario, the world’s nuclear energy
generation capacity is likely to double by 2050 compared to 2020. The global body has repeatedly
flagged concerns about the efficacy of the nuclear
reactors — by and large in the US and Europe —
given that about two-thirds of them have been in
operation for more than 30 years. It has also maintained that the realisation of the best-case scenario
would require significant investments in innovative
nuclear technologies.

G20 Delegations Experienced Kanheri Caves, National Park, Mumbai.

What can friendship survive, asks Kamila
By Sukant Deepak

Talk to her
about major
Indian
publishing
houses
working
with
Pakistani
writers and
she says
that around
a decade
back, it was
fashionable
to say
'Pakistani
writing is
cool', but
the first
people who
were
publishing
them were
in India.

New Delhi, Dec 16 (IANS) She
says a novel has a number of
starting points, and for a long
time she was been interested in
the idea of childhood friendships
and how they are so different. "In
2016, in America
there was Trump and
in Britain, Brexit. I
started hearing a lot
of people saying
things, like 'Oh! there
are so many things
falling apart and I
cannot talk to them
(friends) because
they are on the other
side... I found myself
thinking about what
can friendships survive," award-winning
British-Pakistani author Kamila Shamsie
tells IANS.
Her latest novel 'Best of
Friends' (Bloomsbury Publishing),
a book about friendship, power,
morality, and loyalty, follows its
title characters from their Pakistani girlhoods to their adult lives
in England. She adds that in
friendships, one may choose to
just ignore the points of difference and focus on the similarities
-- but what happens if that source
of difference cannot be ignored

anymore? "So it started in that way
and it was more abstract. And then, I
was writing an article on Pakistan's
women's cricket team, and I felt this
tingling in my fingers, and strong
memories hit me. It was such a crucial
point and I had the idea -- It must begin in Karachi. So I suppose all those
things came together."
The author, who won
the 2018 Women's Prize
for Fiction ('Home Fire')
and has to her credit novels including 'In the City by
the Sea', 'Salt and Saffron',
'Kartography', 'Broken
Verses', 'Burnt Shadows', 'A
God in Every Stone' and
'Home Fire' says that
something she is just not
interested in deciphering
which characters in her
works share similarities
with those in her life. "Because when I start associating that, they become
someone else, and it's very hard to see
them as people. In the back of my
brain, I am using my life experiences
and the people I have met as inspiration, and it's not just from one person.
While for some people, the joy of writing comes from real-life people who
they take their inspiration from, in my
case, I am still that child who wants to
make things up."
Shamsie, born into a family of intellectuals in Karachi - where everyone

read, wrote and talked about books,
something she took to early on, remembers, "Books were as much a part
of life as food was.When you learn that
early on, it sets in on you. Now, we are
lucky that there are a lot of young writers coming out of Pakistan and it (writing) is one of the things you might
want to do with your life. Growing up,
it was very different. There were very
few who would write in English and
they seemed like an exception. That I
had a mother who would sit at a desk
and write sentences made me think -this is something I can do with your
life."
Talk to her about major Indian
publishing houses working with Pakistani writers and she says that around
a decade back, it was fashionable to
say 'Pakistani writing is cool', but the
first people who were publishing
them were in India.
"And it makes sense of course as
we are tied to each other in so many
ways. It is hard to get across the border and novels became a way to know
each other. A lot of the infrastructure
was created due to Indian publishing
which I think is wonderful."
Now living in England for a long
time, does the distance from Karachi,
where many of her works are based,
helps her understand that city by the
sea better? She asserts, "To write about
Karachi from this distance, and in 2022,
I do not think I am in a better position
than someone who is physically there.

Time does something interesting, and I can look back at
Karachi in 1988... The interesting thing is the distance that
comes with time rather than a
sort of a physical moving
away."
Talking about her mentor,
Kashmiri poet Agha Shahid Ali,
who she studied from both as
an undergraduate and graduate student, she remembers,
"After his death, there's like an
internalized version of him
who tells me -- 'Okay, you have
written a bad sentence and
need to delete it, erase it from
your memory'. When I took
some poetry classes with him,
that freed my prose. I learned
to pay attention to every word.
An important thing he taught
was to read the writing out
loud."
For her, a book 'comes'
slowly... she comes to a point
where she has not written for
some time but then there is an
inkling. And then months go
by when something very slight
forms. "I sit down and I am
stuck for a long time. My beginnings are slow because I do not
know what I am doing at times.
And then, five days in a week, I
am at my desk for hours. The
deeper I get into a novel, the
more it flows," she concludes.

What is different now about the China-India Tawang faceoff?
By Major General S.B. Asthana
The China-India LAC faceoff near
Yangtse in Tawang Sector on December 9, 2022 is neither the first nor the
last one, but its resulting into injuries
to few soldiers on both sides, shows
increasing aggressiveness and violent
attempt to enforce own perception of
the LAC by both sides.
Post the Galwan clashes in 2020,
the Indian side is not surprised by the
irresponsible behaviour of PLA, which
had junked all old agreements for
peace and tranquility earlier; hence
Indian troops resolutely and firmly
contested the PLA’s effort to close in
to the LAC near Yangtse in Tawang
Sector presumably to change the status quo.
Although both sides immediately
disengaged from the area, held a Flag
Meeting between opposing local
commanders in accordance with
structured mechanisms to diffuse the
situation, such repeated attempts in
future are possible and will have to be
responded proactively, resolutely and
firmly each time, as demonstrated
now.
What makes the border issue between China-India complex?
The Peoples Republic of China
(PRC) refused to ratify the Simla Agreement of 1914, signed between British

India and Tibet, initialled by Chinese
representative. The Indian stance on
Border generally follows Johnson Line
(1865) in Ladakh and the McMohan
Line in the east. When Maharaja Hari
Singh signed instrument of accession,
Aksai Chin was part of it; hence rightfully belonged to India. India should
have compelled China to accept the
Shimla Agreement, before recognising
Tibet as part of the PRC. There is therefore no mutually agreed border treaty
between Independent India and PRC
demarcating borders.
China refuses to accept any treaty
signed with Tibet or earlier than annexation, when it does not suit it and
selectively refers to them when it suits
it’s interests, like it referred to a Treaty
of 1890 during Doklam Crisis which
seemed advantageous to it, despite
the fact that it was superseded by
many other treaties later.
LAC and its complex management
The LAC, by definition, indicates
loosely demarcated areas under actual
control of Chinese and Indian forces.
Both countries have their own perception of the LAC and in certain areas,
these perception overlap (like Tawang,
Pangong Tso). As the LAC is not demarcated, the Chinese, with scant regards
to international agreements and obligations, uses non-demarcation as an
opportunity to pursue its “Strategy of
Incremental Encroachment” by laying

fresh claims (Arunachal Pradesh) and
following it up with troops buildup/infrastructure development till resisted,
and stops just short of conflict. An opposing action/build up by Indian
forces leads to “Faceoff/Standoff” each
time. To avoid accidental triggers both
sides have been resorting to measures
short of live firing to prevent the other
side violate its perception of LAC,
which are increasingly getting converted into violent clashes.
Why the faceoff in Tawang is different now?
The transgressions, patrol clashes,
faceoffs and flag meetings to resolve
it has been a common feature to dominate or enforce own claim on own perception of LAC and will continue to be
so till the LAC is demarcated. The current faceoff in Tawang is somewhat
different than the earlier ones for
many reasons, if seen in current geopolitical and strategic context as below:— Chinese President Xi Jinping
may be attempting to stoke nationalistic fervour out of his aggressive nationalistic stance by playing victim
card to divert domestic discontent due
to Zero Covid policy, downslide in Chinese economy and other reasons.
— Aggressive stance in Ladakh
and Taiwan and its Chinese-doctored
narrative suited Xi Jinping in consolidating his position as strong leader to

secure a third term; hence he would
like to continue with it further.
— Unhappy at the fastest-growing
economy, a faceoff in winters may activate political debate in democratic
India, and the Indian government may
be compelled to deploy more troops
throughout winters in all sectors,
thereby increasing the financial cost
for India by LOCisation of LAC.
— An attempt to test Indian response on the eastern borders after
India has committed large amount of
troops in Ladakh and Kashmir.
— The strategic and cultural relevance of Tawang is coming to forefront as the time of nomination of next
Dalai Lama is approaching. Tawang
monastery has been the seat of cultural power and birthplace of the 6th
Dalai Lama.
— The Yangtse area has tough approach from Indian side and in winters
is relatively more isolated; hence the
Chinese could have thought of taking
a chance with an intrusion there.
— China enjoyed gross asymmetry in infrastructure development in its
favour for too long and is not comfortable with Indian effort to catch up in
this regard; hence disruption in development activities along borders suit
its design.
What should India do?
With no de-escalation by the Chinese in sight, India is and will continue

London solicitor claims China was ready
to settle border dispute in 2001
By Ashis Ray

London, Dec 16 (IANS) British Indian solicitor in London, Sarosh
Zaiwalla said the Chinese government
was willing to discuss ‘with an open
mind’ India’s demands on the longstanding boundary issue between the
two countries in 2001 in back-channel
talks. “This meant,” he wrote in his
memoirs Honour Bound,“setting up a
second-channel, confidential meeting
between the political leaders of China
and India to find a practical resolution
at a senior level to settle the border
dispute”.
Zaiwalla wished to remind people
of what he regrets as being an opportunity lost in the context of recent
fighting between Indian and Chinese
soldiers at the front between the two
countries in Tawang in Arunachal
Pradesh. He further stated the then
Chinese ambassador in Britain Ma
Zhengang worked with him on a note
on the subject, which Zaiwalla for-

warded to the Indian government. But
he never heard back.
He maintained: “I gave the note
which I had prepared, with the
ambasador’s input and approval, to
Maneka Gandhi, who confirmed to me
that she had passed it on to Jaswant
Singh. (As it happens, Maneka was at
that time my client and had been a
minister in the Vajpayee government.)”
He recorded in his book: “When I met
Jaswant Singh at an event in the Washington Hotel in London a few months
later, he said to me airily, ‘I have given
your note to my department to consider’.
He continued:“Had the Indian government taken this seriously, China
would have had to respond, and they
could have resolved the matter. For
China in those days the focus was on
economic development and not military might.” Zaiwalla recalled that in
his conversation with Ambassador Ma,
the latter initially signalled: “What we
want is a proper borderline to be

drawn between the countries. China
wants the original border of Tibet to
be the border with India. The line
drawn by the British Raj as the border
between Tibet and India cannot be
considered the proper border.”
To that, Zaiwalla is said to have replied: “For India to part with any territory would not be acceptable for the
Indian people, especially after the
1962 border war.”
The lawyer claimed he also
brought to the diplomat’s attention,
‘the fact that at the time the border as
drawn by (Henry) McMahon (then foreign secretary of British ruled India)
was agreed by Tibet and India, Tibet
had a government. Therefore, there
had been a legal and binding acceptance by Tibet and India of the location of the border’.
He added: “This in turn would be
binding on China.” McMahon signed
the agreement with Lonchen Satra, an
official of the Tibetan government, at
Simla in 1914.

China was a party to what was a
tripartite conference, but didn’t ultimately sign the treaty. Beijing asserts
Tibet was not a sovereign country (it
enjoyed suzerainty) and thus did not
have the authority to conclude international pacts. It is still a matter of debate whether China agreed to the
Indo-Tibetan contract, but cunningly
did not put pen to paper.
Zaiwalla
was certain:“In my conversations with
him, the ambassador accepted that all
these points could be discussed.” In
course of their exchanges, Zaiwalla revealed he suggested to the Chinese
ambassador that China should lease a
corridor to India through its territory
to enable Indian pilgrims to visit the
Hindu pilgrimage sites in Mansarovar
and Kailash. “The ambassador indicated that it could be discussed in exchange for India ceding some of its
territory in the Himalayan mountains,
where no one lived and there was no
evidence of any mineral deposits,” was
Zaiwalla’s memory.
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to be ready for all contingencies with
similar deployment along LAC, in coming months/years, including creating
some more leverage, if the situation
demands so. The Indian aim should be
not to concede Chinese attempt to
redraw LAC, or LOC-isation of the LAC
further. The Chinese will like to keep
border unsettled, till the time the political cost of mot settling it, becomes
higher than doing so, for CCP, China.
A change in mindset is required,
from being reactive to being proactive
with additional intelligence, surveillance and offensive capability to demonstrate capacity to encroach into
Chinese sensitive areas, in absence of
which China has assumed no threat
from India, with freedom to encroach
anywhere, at will. If the Chinese have
passed a Border Defence Law, India
too should pass some laws to facilitate
emphatic border construction and
extend schemes under Border Infrastructure Management Authority
(BIMA) as near as the LAC as is practically feasible.
Looking Beyond
India must continue capacity
building in all domains, including
maritime domain, where Chinese vulnerable sea lines of communications
can be threatened. Besides ongoing
infrastructure development along
borders the scope of Border Area Management Programme (BAMP) needs to

be enhanced. The surface communication addition to Vibrant village
Programmes along northern borders
to respond to Chinese plan of well off
villages along LAC, it is recommended
that States/UT along LAC should allot
concessional land to security forces
like regional SCOUTS, ITBP, SSB, and
families hailing from that area (on son
of soil concept), ready to settle in villages so constructed, along own perception of the LAC. This will improve
inclusive growth, integration, besides
proof of our claims on the border, to
ward off Chinese design of developing hundreds of new villages along the
LAC.
Strategic partnerships with likeminded democracies and collective
naval posturing to create multi-front
situation for China are efforts which
should continue. There is a need for
alternative supply chain, trade and
technological eco system, independent of China for which some initial
steps taken by Quad countries need to
be pursued.
(A retired Director General of Infantry, Indian Army, the author is an
accomplished writer and speaker on
strategic issues. The views expressed
here are personal. He can be reached
on Facebook and LinkedIn at Shashi
Asthana, @asthana_shashi on twitter,
or on his personal site: https://
asthanawrites.org/.) —IANS

Cattle scam: Anubrata Mondal is more influential
than many, observers Calcutta HC judge
Kolkata, Dec 16 (IANS) Trinamool
Congress leader and party’s Birbhum
district president Anubrata Mondal —
a prime accused in the multi-crore
cattle scam in West Bengal — is more
influential that others involved in the
matter, a judge of a division bench of
Calcutta High Court observed on Friday.
Calcutta High Court’s division
bench of Justices Joymalya Bagchi and
Ajay Kumar Gupta, was hearing the
matter related to bail plea of Mondal,
who is currently in judicial custody.
Justice Bagchi made the observation
during the course of hearing.
Mondal’s counsel and senior advocate, Kapil Sibal, pleaded for his client’s
bail indicating that two other prime
accused in the cattle smuggling scam
namely Emanul Haque and Border Security Force (BSF) commandant Satish
Kumar have already granted bails in
the case. Thereafter, Justice Bagchi observed that it is a fact that the petitioner in the case, that is Anubrata
Mondal, is more influential than those
who have been granted bails. “One
judge has complained about receiving

threats in the matter. The Central Bureau of Investigation has informed the
court that a prime witness in the matter has gone missing. The court cannot take such matters lightly,” Justice
Bagchi observed.
Sibal in his counter argument said
that although these allegations have
been referred to in the case diary, they
do not hold truth. “Not Anubrata
Mondal but Emanul Haque is the
prime accused in the matter. He is only
accused of providing protection to
Emanul. The CBI is yet to provide any
substantial evidence against my client
in the matter,” Sibal argued.
In his counter argument, the CBI
counsel said that after the after the
death of Lalan Sheikh, the principal
accused in Bogtui carnage, in CBI custody on December 12 evening, the
state police have filed an FIR against
CBI’s investigating officer in the cattle
smuggling scam through the later has
to connection with the centra;
agency’s probe in the Bogtui matter.
“In such a situation, things might turn
critical even more if Mondal is granted
bail”, the CBI counsel argued.

In the news
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Deepika Padukone getting trolled for
'Besharam Rang' is misogyny: Ramya

Bengaluru, Dec 17 (IANS)
Kannada popular actress
and former MP Ramya aka
Divya Spandana has come
out in support of Deepika
Padukone after 'Besharam
Rang', a song from the
latter's upcoming movie
'Pathaan', sparked a controversy.
The Hindutva activists
across the country have
raised objections to the

song and stated that the attire of actors encourages
love jihad.
Ramya, a lead actress
who is making a comeback
to the Kannada film industry after a long gap, has
blamed misogyny for
Deepika being trolled for
clothes.
"Samantha trolled for
her divorce. Sai Pallavi for
her opinion, Rashmika for

her separation, Deepika for
her clothes and many, many
other women for pretty
much 'EVERYTHING'. Freedom of choice is our basic
right. Women are embodiment of Maa Durga- misogyny is as evil we must
fight," Ramya stated on her
social media account.
Apart from producing
Kannada movie 'Swathi
Muttina Male Haniye', she
will also be playing a prominent role in it.
Chetan Ahimsa, a
Kannada actor and activist,
had called opposition to
'Besharam Rang' song as
trivial. On the other hand, Sri
Rama Sena founder Pramod
Muthalik had warned that if
the song is not withdrawn,
they will start countrywide
campaign for banning
'Pathaan'.--IANS

Showtime for 'Cirkus' cast, Moose Jattana
on 'Splitsvilla X4', and much more
New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS)
From Moose Jattana and
Shivam Sharma's entry in
Splitsvilla X4 to the fictional
drama 'Yeh Hai Chahatein'
taking a 20-year leap, the
upcoming days seem to be
quite exciting for the TV audience.The show makers are
also using all the tactics in
their book to keep the audience engaged.Well, it is time
to look at what these daily
soaps and reality shows
have in store for the viewers.
'Main Hoon Aparajita'
When you have names
like Manav Gohil and
Shweta Tiwari, surely the
show becomes worth
watching. 'Main Hoon
Aparajita' focuses on the life
of Aparajita (played by
Shweta Tiwari), who is a
mother of three daughters
and Manav is seen as her exhusband Akshay and
Shweta Gulati plays his second wife, Mohini.After going through a lot of tough
times, Aparajita decides to
take her daughters on a
holiday to Rishikesh. Akshay

Mumbai, Dec 17 (IANS)
Rapper Yo Yo Honey Singh
has recreated the 1990s hit
track 'Yai Re' from the movie
'Rangeela', which was
Grammy and Oscar winning
composer A. R. Rahman's
first Hindi soundtrack. The
recreated number features
elements of EDM (electronic

dance music) and is an upbeat tune making it a party
anthem.The song also features Iulia Vantur in a new
avatar adding another facet
to the song. Talking about
the song, Honey Singh said:
"I've loved the original song
'Yai Re' and when the opportunity came in to recreate
such an iconic track I
jumped on it! 'Yai Re' is a
party anthem of 2022-2023.
We hope the fans love it as
much as we loved creating

it."
The music video is directed by Mihir Gulati, who
has worked with Honey
Singh on many projects.The
video is set in a club where
both Honey and Iulia are
shown grooving to the allnew Yai Re hook-step.
Iulia Vantur said: "I remember hearing
the song for the first
time, it instantly
made me groove.
That's the vibe of
the song, it brings a
lot of good energy
and makes you feel
happy. The track
originally belongs
to the legend A.R.
Rahman, Honey
Singh has done an
incredible job in
spicing it up with his own
style.""I am very happy and
grateful that YOYO Honey
Singh and Tips thought of
me to be a part of this amazing song. It was absolutely
fun while singing and
shooting for this music
video. I hope the audience
loves it as much as we do. It's
indeed going to be a happy
new year for all of us," she
added.'Yai Re' is available to
stream on Tips Music
YouTube channel.

Machine Gun Kelly got new 'best
friends' - leeches on his belly
button!
too decides to surprise
them on the trip. Midway on
the lakeside, they halt and
enjoy a picnic, and play
childhood games, and just
then Akshay(Manav Gohil)
comes and surprises them.
Well, things don't move
that smoothly as a clown
and gypsy girls, who are sent
by Mohini (Shweta Gulati)
also join them.
While showing the
magic, the clown hypnotises
all and this results in a big
threatful situation. As soon
as they come out of it everyone realises that Chavi

(Anushka Merchande) is
not there and wonders if
she has gone.
On the other hand, Veer
(Shubhkaraan) has taken
Chavi along and taken her
to the place where he has
done all the arrangements
for the wedding. They are
about to get married just
then Aparajita(Shweta
Tiwari), Akshay, and the girls
come and stop the
wedding.Ayesha Singh, Neil
Bhatt and Aishwarya
Sharma-starrer has always
to offer something interesting to its audience.
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Honey Singh adds EDM twist to hit
Rahman-Asha Bhosle track 'Yai Re'
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Los Angeles, Dec 17 (IANS) American rapper Machine Gun Kelly has a bizarre approach to wellness.
The first-time Grammy Award nominee, 32, shared a
short video on his Instagram story of his tatted abs
with a puddle of slithering leeches covering up his
belly button.
"My best friends," he wrote on the clip. With roots
in ancient Egypt, leech therapy on the navel is believed to help to detoxify the liver and digestive system, while improving blood flow, reports People
magazine.
MGK's fiancee Megan Fox should be pleased to
hear it, as the couple has been known to drink each
other's blood.
"I said yes, and then we drank each other's blood,"
she wrote with their engagement announcement in
January. According to People, the 'Jennifer's Body' star
clarified that their blood-swapping is less of a vampire bloodbath and more of a drop or two for "ritual
purposes only" as she spoke to 'British Glamour'.

Jessica Chastain thinks people discuss
Ukraine war as it's a 'white people' country
Mumbai, Dec 17 (IANS)
Actress Jessica Chastain
thinks people prefer to talk
to her about the war in the
Ukraine instead of women's
rights in Iran as the war-ravaged country contains
"mostly white people."
Insisting she is "fiercely
protective" of the fight for
female rights, the 45-yearold actress
told Marie Claire magazine she knows her comments may be controversial,
reports aceshowbiz.com.
"I'm going to say something controversial right
now, and I've had a
margarita, so no one's stopping me," said Chastain,
who travelled to Ukraine
this year where she met its
President
Volodymyr
Zelenskyy and who wore a
T-shirt with "Mahsa Amini"
written on it during a recent
press tour in memory of the
late Iranian woman also

known as Jina Amini.
"I've done a lot of press
recently, and a lot of people
want to talk about Ukraine.
But when I bring up Iran, no

one wants to talk about that.
I think because it's a
women-led revolution, and
I think because Ukraine is
mostly white people."
"I'm fiercely protective
of women.
To me it is my great

Government of Gujarat

A National Museum of Tribal Freedom Fighters is planned to be set up at Rajpipla in the state of Gujarat
to showcase the contribution of Tribal Freedom Fighters who contributed significantly to the national movement
of india’s freedom striggle, Currently, the execution of this museum is under progress. Applications are
invited from interested candidates for 11 months contractual manpower recruitment for the museum project.
Sr. Post
No.
1
Director

Number of
Post
1

2

Curator

1

3

Assitant
Curator
Clerk cum
Computer
Operator

1

4.

1

MkkhýøkktXLkwt ykuÃkhuþLk ykÄwrLkf
÷u«kuMfkuÃkef ÃkæÄríkÚke fhðk{kt ykðþu.
{uzeõ÷u{ rð{k Äkhfku {kxu
fuþ÷uMk Mkkhðkh MkwrðÄk WÃk÷çÄ.
Ph: 079-35629816, 079-25467145

Disclaimer
Adverstisement
appeared in this News
Paper have not been
verified factually and
“WESTERNTIMES”
does not stand
responsible for the
sales proposition.

Educational Qualification and Experience

Monthly
Remuneration
Ph.D. in Museology or Anthropology with Minimum Rs.60,000/5 Years of experience
Master in Museology with Minimum 3 years of
Rs.50,000/experience
Master in Museology with Minimum 2 years of
Rs.40,000/experience
Any graduate with minimum 1 year of experience Rs.12,000/-

The intersted candidate are instructed to apply online as per the below details:
1. Online application can be done from web site: https://dsagsahay.gujarat.gov.in
2. The application will be accepted from 20/11/2022 to 03/01/2023
3. Only short-listed candidates will be called for further procedure regarding recruitment process.
4. For Written Exam, Group Discussion, Interview etc., the candidates will have to appear at the
venue decided by D-SAG at their own expense
5. The above posts are on contract basis for 11 months: candidates cannot make any claim for
permanent employment.
6. In case any question arises under the recruitment process, the decision of the competent
authority will be final binding on the concerred.

Chief Executive officer
Development Support Agency of Gujarat
Gandhinagar

M A R K E T

MkkhýøkktX (Hernia)
yLku {Mkk (Piles)

fight. I use my job to try to
celebrate women, but also
celebrate women as human
beings.
Which means, yes, I can
play characters that are
flawed and do terrible
things sometimes. It's like
my job is to constantly remind society that women
are human beings."
Protests have been raging in Iran since the mysterious September 16 hospital
death of Mahsa Amini, 22,
who died after being held
by the country's morality
police due to an alleged improper hijab.
Chastain has tweeted in
support of demonstrators
for women's rights in the
nation in the wake of the
tragedy, "I stand with the
women of Iran and will amplify their voices from afar.
When one woman is attacked, it is an attack on us
all."--IANS

DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT AGENCY OF GUJARAT (D-SAG)
(Tribal Development Department)
Third Floor, Birsa Munda Bhavan, Gandhinagar, Gujarat
Website: www.dasg.gujarat.gov.in/Phone No.079-23258617
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Patel Chem
Specialities P. Ltd.
A Consistent Quality / Innovative Solutions
A GMP & ISO 9001:2015 CERTIFIED COMPANY

Plot No. 272/4-5, Phase-II, GIDC Estate, Vatva,
Ahmedabad - 382 445. Gujarat, INDIA,
Phone : +91 79 2970 9854 / +91 97129 99854,
E-mail: info@pcspl.net • Website : www.pcspl.net

Manufacturer & Exporter of Pharmaceutical
Excipients & Speciality Chemicals
Super Disintegrants

Disolwell®
Croscarmellose
Sodium
IP, BP, EP, USP-NF
Blow Tab®
Sodium Starch
Glycolate
IP, BP, EP, USP-NF
Swellcal®
Carboxymethylcellulose Calcium, (Calcium CMC) JP, BP, EP,
USP-NF

CMYK

Binders & Fillers

Hindcel®
Microcrystalline Cellulose IP, BP, USP-NF
Pregelatinized Starch IP
Potato & Maize Starch IP
Viscosity Modifier

Rheollose®
Sodium Carboxymethyl Cellulose
IP, BP, EP, USP-NF
Lubricants

Magnesium Stearate
API Intermediates

Sodium Monochloro Acetate

City-State
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KU Professor Dr Rohan Bhatt
becomes youngest dentist in India
to get Star Pediatric Dentist award
by ISPPD

Ashwini Vaishnaw, appointed as
the first Chancellor of Gati Shakti
Vishwavidyalaya, Vadodara
Ahmedabad, Ashwini Vaishnaw, Minister of Railways, Communications, Electronics & Information
Technology, Government of India, appointed as the
first Chancellor of Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya,
Vadodara Dr. Manoj Choudhary, Professor IIT, Jodhpur appointed as first Vice Chancellor
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Minister of Railways, Communications, Electronics & Information Technology,
Govt. of India has been appointed as the Chancellor of Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya, Vadodara by
Hon'ble President Smt. Draupadi Murmu. It is noteworthy to mention that Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw will
be the first Chancellor of Gati Shakti
Vishwavidyalaya.
President has also appointed Dr. Manoj
Chaudhary, as the first Vice Chancellor of Gati Shakti
University, Vadodara. Dr Chaudhary is Professor in
Electrical Engineering Department as well as Dean
of International Alumni and Corporate Relations in
IIT Jodhpur. He is currently an invitee member of
the 6G Task Force in the Department of Telecom,
Govt. of India, a Member of the Management Council of the Semiconductor Laboratory in the Ministry
of Electronics and IT and holds the post of Director
of the Jodhpur DISCOM Board.
As per the Central University Act, 2009 Dr. Manoj
Chaudhary will hold the position of Vice Chancellor
of Gati Shakti University for a period of 5 years, from
the date he assumes the office.

Graft case against GPCB
engineer
Ahmedabad : The Anti-Corruption Bureau has
registered a case of disproportionate assets against
Anilkumar Shah, former member secretary of
Gujarat Pollution Control Board (GPCB), who is presently posted as senior environment engineer, Class
II, in GPCB.
A release from the ACB stated that a case was
registered under the Prohibition of Benami Property
Transaction Act 1988. The officials said that a drive
has been taken up by the ACB to track such incidents and officers with disproportionate assets.
The ACB release said Shah was a Class II release
said apart from the salary, perks and other income,
Shah had a land parcel worth crores and that it was
allegedly acquired through illegal means. The release said a special investigation team of ACB officials was formed, and the assets and bank accounts
of Shah were checked.
After thorough examination, it was found that
as the member secretary of GPCB, between April 1,
2006, and March 31, 2020, he had disproportionate
property worth Rs 3.57 crore. The ACB registered a
case under the Preventionof Corruption Act against
Shah.

3 held for Behrampura youth’s
murder
Ahmedabad : Three man have been arrested for
their alleged involvement in the killing of a 23-yearold youth in Behrampura two days ago. The murder
was the fallout of an old rivalry between neighbours,
said the city crime brnach.
According to case details Ronak Solanki had left
for his office in Mithakhali on Wednesday morning.
However, he was stabbed multiple times by two men
on a bike near Bismilahnagar. He died while receiving treatment in a hospital.
Crime branch officials said his neighbour Ashwin
Parmar had given two men a contract for Rs 20,000
to injure Solanki, who had in the past allegedly attacked him on the neck and right ear with a blade.
The crime branch has arrested Parmar along
with his accomplices Dharmraj Kushwah and
Amarsinh Gujjar, all residents of Behrampura.
Cops said Parmar had told Kushwah and Gujjar
that he would pay them Rs 20,000 if they attacked
Solanki “The two men kept a watch on Solanki’s
movements. On Wednesday, they attacked him, and
he died,” said the Kagdapith police, registering a
case of murder.
The cops said Kushwah has been arrested by
Kagdapith police in 2016 for murder while a case of
gambling had been registered against Gujjar in
2018.
Crime branch inspector Bhavin Suthar said,“We
examined CCTV footages of the crime. This along
with tip-offs from informers led us to Kushwah and
Gujjar. During interogation,they revealed the cause
of the attack and named Parmar whome we later
arrested.”

Cyber Cops Take Action Against
365 Apps For Fraud, Blackmail
Thirty-two of the 84 pillars constructed for the
Rs 100 crore Jaspur Water Treatment Plant failed the
quality test, said Water Supply and Sewerage Committee chairman Jatin Patel. The columns had iron
rods of substantial quality or in some cases did not
have enough iron rods in them.
Patel, who was speaking at a meeting of the
committee on Friday, had ordered a full-fledged inquiry into the quality of material being used at the
plant following a visit to the site three months ago.
Patel sought an inquiry into the material quality
from the vigilance department after he found that
the thickness of the iron rods not as per the requirement.
The Jaspur Water treatment plant will serve
Bopal, Ghuma, Shilaj, SG Highway, Jagatpur and Gota
areas. Patel said the inquiry found that some columns had less than the required number of iron rods
while in some instances, the thickness was not as
per the standard measurement.

Infection Control At Amreli
Hospital Under Scanner
The 7-member expert team inquiring into the
incident, recommended shutting down the Ophthalmology Operation Theatres (OTs) at Amreli's
Shantaba General Hospital after officials of at least
two major hospitals in Ahmedabad where 7 of the
12 Amreli cataract infection patients confirmed that
these persons had been infected by the gram negative bacteria Pseudomonas Aeruginosa. The panel
has also sent culture samples from all 12 affected
patients for testing to Sir Takhtasinh Medical College and Civil Hospital in Bhavnagar.
A senior health department official said that
while the expert committee completed their primary investigation, there is a 72-hour wait till the
results of the samples come back from the lab.
The health department has ordered all the Ophthalmology OTs at Shantaba hospital closed under
further notice. Officials said that as at least 7 of the
12 patients treated at M&J Institute of Ophthalmology (5) and Nagri Eye Hospital (2) in Ahmedabad,
had been found infected by the pathogen
Pseudomonas Aeruginosa, which is a major cause
of Hospital Acquired Infections (HAI), no chances
were being taken with regards to further infections
to other patients.
Meanwhile, the expert committee has also been
tasked to scrutinise whether national guidelines for
Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) guidelines
published by the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) in 2020, were being adhered to or not.

Under the scheme of Government to spray agricultural crops through Drone technology (agricultural
aircraft), was done in Aravalli district of Gujarat.

Diu police inspector dismissed
for getting Portugal citizenship

Assault on woman for
‘ramarrying’: Five held
AHMEDABAD, FIVE PERSONS, including four former
in-laws, have been arrested
for allegedly thrashing a 35year-old woman for remarrying after her husband’s
death in Amreli. The judicial
Magistrate of First Class has
sent all the five to judicial
custody.
According to the Babra
police, those arrested have
been identified as Ghugha
Hikabhai
(35),
Fadu
Vijaybhai (25), Hika Balabhai
(42), Chaku Charoliya (35)
and Devraj (20). Ghugha,
Fadu, Hika and Chaku were
amed as accused in FIR filed
Monday following a complaint by the victim Bhanu
Sadhmiya.
The victim’s former sister-in-law Ghugha and her

neighbour Fadu were arrested Tuesday. Chaku-another former sister-in-law of
the victim- and Hika,
Ghugha’s husband, were arrested Thursday.
Hika’s mother, 70-yearold Lakhuben, who was
seen fetching the stick to
beat Bhanu, was arrested
Wednesday but was bailed
out the same day because of
her age. The video was shot
by Gugha’s nephew Devraj
who was also arrested
Wednesday.
In the video, Bhanu can
be seen held to a pillar by
two women before being
beaten with a stick even as
two men were seen kicking
her. An FIR was registered
under various sections of
the IPC.

RAJKOT, SURAT POLICE
INSPECTOR Pankesh Tandel
of the Union Territory of
Diu, who was suspended
from service over a criminal
case, was dismissed on December 14 after it was established that he acquired
Portugal citizenship while
serving as police officer.
Milind Dumber, Deputy
Inspector General (DIG) of
the Union Territory of
Dadra & Nagar Haveli and

part of the Pramukh Swami
Maharaj
Shatabdi
Mahotsav.
Among the business
leaders present were
Founder and MD of Balaji
Wafers Chandu Virani,
founder and Chairman of
Shree Ramkrishna Exports
Ltd Govind Dholakia and
MD of Kotak Mahindra Asset Management Co Ltd
Nilesh Shah, MD of Zydus
Lifesciences Ltd Dr Sharvil
Patel, MD of Claris
Lifesciences Arjun Handa
along with life coach as well
as eminent speaker of BAPS

Daman & Diu, issued the
order dismissing the inspector from service with
immediate effect even as a
criminal case filed against
Tandel in May this year is
pending.
The case pertains to the
inspector
allegedly
sumitting a forged birth
certificate to enrol with the
UP police.
Following this, Tandel
was suspended from ser-

vice in the wake of an FIR
registered agianst him at
Coastal Police Station in
Moti Daman under IPC sections 420 (cheating), 465
(forgery), 468 (Forgery for
the purpose of cheating)
and 471 (fraudulently or
dishonstly using as genuine forged documents).
Tandel joined the UT
police in 2000 as a sub-inspector and was promoted
as police inspector in due

Super-rich to pay higher property transfer fees

Ahmedabad : The
Ahmedabad civic body,
which is reeling from heavy
financial stress, on Friday

India’s Moment Has Arrived: Biz Leaders
India is a bright spot
globally amid economic
slowdown and its
economy is forging
ahead at a much faster
pace than even the developed nations as it is
largely driven by domestic consumption, said
HDFC Chairman Deepak
Parekh in Ahmedabad on
Friday.
He was giving the
keynote address “The Future of Indian Economy”
at the Business Leadership Conference at
Pramukh Swami Nagar as

Ahmedabad, December 10, 2022: In yet another
badge of honour for Karnavati University, Dr Rohan Bhatt,
director, Karnavati School of Dentistry (KSD) became the
youngest dentist in India and first from Gujarat to get
the Star Pediatric Award by the Indian Society of Pediatric and Preventive Dentistry (ISPPD). The award ceremony was recently held at the 42 nd National Pediatric
Dentistry Conference in Bhopal.
Dr Bhatt received the award from honourable president of ISPPD, Dr Radhika Muppa and honourable general secretary of ISPPD, Dr Nikhil Shrivastava.
The ceremony was attended by at least 1,300 Pediatric dentists from across India, Nepal and other
neighbouring countries.
Besides serving KU, Dr Bhatt also runs a successful
private practice for children and teenagers in
Ahmedabad for at least a decade.
Through the award, his efforts in displaying administrative capabilities along with distinguished services
for the improvement of Dental Education Research and
delivery of Oro-Dental Healthcare were recognised.
This is the highest recognition in the field of Pediatric Dentistry.

Dr Pujya Gyanvatsal
Swami.
The event was
organised under the aegis of Gujarat Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(GCCI) as part of their
year-long“Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav” celebrations.
Welcoming the guests,
GCCI President Pathik
Patwari said Pujya
Pramukh Swami Maharaj
inspired millions around
the world to live with
love, peace, harmony,
faith in God and service
to humanity.

announced an increase in
the property ownership
transfer fees. According to
the revenue committee of
the AMC, it will charge 0.1%
to 0.2% of the sale deed
value as property ownership transfer fees for residential properties depending on the value slab. Earlier,
the civic body charged
0.025% of the sale deed
value for residential properties.
For commercial property ownership transfers, the
civic body will charge 0.2%
to 0.4% of the sale deed
value depending on the

value slab. Earlier, commercial property owners had to
pay 0.050% of the sale deed
value for all commercial
property owners deed value
for all commercial property
ownership transfers. The
new charges will be implemented from January 16,
2023.
According to the AMC’s
new rule, residential and
commercial properties have
been divided into four slabs:
Rs 25 lakh, Rs 50 lakh, Rs 1
crore, and Rs 1.5 crore. Each
price slab will have an incremental property ownership
transfer fee.

course.
In his order, the DIG underlined that Tanedl acquired citizenship of Portugal in 2009.
Portugal had colonised
Diu and had control over
the island off the Gujarat
coast till 1961.
During the course of investigation of the case registered at the coastal police
station, the home department of the UT wrote to the
Union Ministry of External
Affaris (MEA) on September
8 this year requesting details of Tandel’s “identity/
nationality”, the order notes.
The MEA wrote back on
December 9 quoting an
email response from Indian
Embassy in Lisbon, Portugal, that Tandel had become a Portuguese citizen
in 2009.” ...the Embassy has
received the confirmation
from the concerned Portuguese Authorities that Portuguese Nationality has
been attributted to Mr
Pankesh Kalyan under the
article-Art 1.N.1 alnea C, by
the Civil Registry Office in
Queluz and Portuguese
Birth Certificate N.501 was
issued in 2009,” the DIG’s
order said.

‘Assault’ on Gujarati daily
owner: Folk artist held

RAJKOT, FOLK ARTIST
Devayat Khavad, known for
his presentation of Gujarati
folk litierature at concerts,
was arrested by Rajkot city
police in connection with
case on attempt to murder
filed against him and two
others on December 7 after
they allegedly assaulted the
owner of a Gujarati newspaper.
Khavad, a resident of the
city, had moved the Rajkot
district and sessions court a
few days ago, seeking anticipatory bail in the case filed
against him on the basis of
a complaint filed by
Mayursinh Rana.
Khavad and two other
men driving in a car allegedly assaulted Rana with
iron pipes in Sarveshwar
Chowk on the busy Yagnik
Road of the city while the

30-year-old victim, who
owns Samay Mirror, a
Gujarat daily newspaper,
was trying to get into his car
during lunch break. Rana
suffered injuries in his leg
and feet. The alleged assault
was captured by a CCTV
camera installed in the area
and was widely shared on
social media.
Based on Rana’s complaint, ‘A’ Division police
booked Khavad and two
unidentified men under IPC
Sections 307 (attempt to
murder), 325 (voluntarily
causing grievous hurt),
506(2) (criminal intimidation) and 114 (abettor
present when offence is
committed).
Khavad is an emerging
artist who is known for his
rendition of Gujarati folk literature at concerts called

“Dayra” in Gujarat. After being on the run for eight days,
Khavad surrendered at the
Rajkot Crime Branch office
Friday afternoon. Later,
Crime Branch officers
handed him over to ‘A’ Division police.“We had formed
various teams to arrest
Devayat Danbhai Khavad
and two other men... Today,
Khavad presented himself at
the Crime (Branch) office. He
was detained and handed
over to ‘A’ Division police...
he is being questioned,” said
assistant commissioner of
police (ACP), Bhargav
Pandya. In his complaint,
Rana stated that he had an
argument with Khavad
around a year ago over
Khavad’s argument with
Rana’s maternal uncle about
parking space in Raviratna
Park in the city.

Cabinet Minister - Industry MSME- Civil Aviation- Labour & Employment,
Gujarat Balwantsinh Rajput visited Aithor temple.

CBI FIR against 3 IPR scientists,
former accounts officer for fraud
AHMEDABAD,
THE
CENTRAL Bureau of investigation (CBI) registered an
FIR on December 6 in
Gandhinagar against three
scientists, including a senior
scientist who led the
Tokomak project at Institute
for Plasma Research (IPR),
and a former accounts of-

WR continues its winning streak at the
National Energy Conservation Awards 2022
Ahmedabad, Western
Railway observed Energy
Conservation Week from
9th to 15th December, 2022
to spread awareness of energy conservation and measures taken by WR to implement the same. National Energy Conservation Day is
celebrated across the country on 14th December. During the week-long event
various awareness activities
were carried out by WR, such
as seminars, distribution of
pamphlets, caller tunes,
public announcements at
stations, awareness SMS to
WR employees, etc. in all six
divisions. In this connection,
a seminar was held at WR’s
Headquarter at Churchgate
on 14th December, 2022.
The seminar was attended
by Shri Ashok Kumar Misra
– General Manager of Western Railway, Additional General Manager, Principal Head
of Departments, HOD’s of
Eletrical Dept, Electrical
Branch Officers of Mumbai
Division and other senior
officers of Western Railway.

On this occasion, Shri Misra
also released a leaflet enumerating the various energy
conservation measures
adopted by Western Railway. According to a press release issued by Shri Sumit
Thakur – Chief Public Relations Officer of Western Railway, WR continued its winning streak at the prestigious National Energy Conservation Awards (NECA)
2022 conducted by Bureau
of Energy Efficiency (BEE),
Ministry of Power, Govt. of
India. Western Railway’s Divisional Railway Hospital at
Pratapnagar was awarded
Certificate of Merit in the
Buildings Category – Government Buildings Sector.
The hospital received the
esteemed award for implementing various energy
conservation measures like
installing of energy-efficient
LED fittings, replacement of
conventional window air
conditioners with 5-star
rated inverter ACs, usage of
solar power and solar water
heaters etc.

During the seminar at
WR’s HQ office, GM Shri
Misra congratulated Principal Chief Electrical Engineer
of WR and his entire team for
the national award and for
their outstanding work
done in the field of energy
conservation. He also felicitated 28 railway officials in
recognition of their meritorious energy conservation
efforts. Shri Misra appreciated the efforts made by the
Electrical Department for
their initiatives taken for energy conservation and motivated the team to continue
their efforts to sustain and
save energy for the future.
In 2022-23, Western Railway implemented numerous energy-efficient and
environment-friendly measures to conserve energy for
the future. WR installed solar plants of 10.72 MWp capacity. These plants have
generated 6.06 MU of energy, resulting in notional
saving of approx. Rs. 2.52 Cr
up to November 2022. Additionally, these solar plants
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will reduce more than
15,000 metric tonnes of carbon dioxide per year. WR has
done electrification of
206.66 RKM till date, moving
ahead in the goal towards
‘Net Zero Carbon Emission’.
All 141 LHB rakes owned by
WR are running on Head on
Generation (HOG) which
has resulted in savings of Rs.
208.36 Cr in the current FY.
WR has installed 57 natural
water coolers, 48 High Volume Low Speed (HVLS) fans,
LED lights at all stations, 5star rated equipment & motion sensors in AC chambers
for energy conservation, etc.
Bhavnagar workshop has
installed 500KW rooftop solar plants which is generating more energy units than
the average consumption
per month, thus becoming
Net Zero in terms of electrical energy. With these measures, Western Railway is
committed to better the
performance towards energy efficiency and clean
environment in the following years.

ficer for fraud ad alleged irregularities by abusing their
official positions.
According to the FIR, a
complaint was field by IPR
director
Shashank
Chaturvedi against the
institute’s former acting director, renowned physicist,
late Dhiraj Bora, senior scientist who is under suspension Subrata Pradhan,
former accounts officer
Hradesh Sharma and Junior
scientific officers Ananya
Kundu and Prosenjit Santra.
The case relates to the
procurement of materials
for the Steady State Superconducting
Tokamak-1
(SST-1) project for the institute between 2008 and
2017. They were booked for
fraud, misrepresentation of
facts and wrongful loss to

the institute as well as “failure in safeguarding the scientific progress as well as
public money”.
The complainant stated
that Pradhan raised indents
for procurement of Niobium
Tin strands on behalf of IPR
between 2012 and 2015,
and provided false acceptance certification in a procurement of 170 kilograms
of the material, despite part
of it allegedly being defective. It was also stated that
for another 180 kilograms,
Pradhan favoured a certain
party and in case of indent
for another 2,000 kg of the
material, National Fusion
Research Institute (NFRI),
South Korea, was favoured
who was otherwise a nonmanufacturer of the material.

Rs 2L Award For
Info On Serial Blasts
The Gujarat police on Friday announced an award
of Rs2 lakh for anyone stepping forward to give credible information leading to the arrest of four
absconders accused in the 2008 serial bomb blasts in
Ahmedabad. DGP Ashish Bhatia announced the award
leading to the capture of Riyaz Bhatkal aka
Chhotabhai, Mohsin Ismail Chaudhary, Amir Razakhan
and Umar Farooq. These four accused were involved
in the 20 blasts that ripped through crowded areas of
the city, including hospitals on July 26, 2008, for which
29 bombs were planted in 15 places. Of the 77 arrested
by the police, 49 were convicted. Of these, 38 convicts
were given the death sentence and 11 were handed
down life sentences by a fast track court. However, four
of these accused are still wanted by the police in the
case. A warrant has been issued by a court for their
arrest but they are yet to be apprehended and stand
trial 14 years after the tragedy.

International

U.S. Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell attends a press conference in
Washington, D.C., the United States, on Dec. 14, 2022. The U.S. Federal Reserve
on Wednesday hiked interest rates to their highest point in 15 years, signaling
that the central bank's battle against inflation is far from finished. UNI

NASA sensors to detect methane
produced by landfills globally
Washington, Dec 15
(IANS) NASA sensors will
soon help scientists detect
methane emitted by landfills
across the globe, according
to the US space agency.
A new project from a
nonprofit group, Carbon
Mapper, will use NASA instruments and data to measure
emissions from solid waste
sites such as landfills across
the globe.
Currently, there is limited
actionable information
about methane emissions
from the global waste
sector."A comprehensive understanding of high-emission point sources from
waste sites is a critical step to
mitigating them," said Carbon Mapper CEO Riley
Duren.
"New technological capabilities that are making
these emissions visible - and
therefore actionable - have
the potential to change the
game, elevating our collective understanding of nearterm opportunities in this
often overlooked sector,"
Duren added.
Observations from the
Earth Surface Mineral Dust
Source Investigation (EMIT)

and other NASA science instruments will be part of a
global survey of pointsource emissions of methane from landfills.

Google introduces
Search Status
Dashboard to
provide real-time
service outages
San Francisco, Dec 15
(IANS) Google has introduced a "Search Status
Dashboard" that will inform
users of real-time service
outages if there's an issue
with crawling, indexing, or
serving search results.
Earlier, the company had
worked with their Site Reliability Engineers (SRE) to
externalise these disruptions on its Google Search
Centra
l
Twitter
account."Over the past
couple of years, we've been
working with our SREs on
improved ways to make information about major incidents generally accessible
and useful," Google said in a
blogpost.

Methane is a potent
greenhouse gas, the source
of roughly a quarter to a
third of global warming
caused by humans.
The aim of the new initiative is to establish a
baseline assessment of global waste sites that emit
methane at high rates.
This information can
support decision-makers as
they work to reduce the concentration of the gas in the
atmosphere and limit climate change, said NASA.
Methane produced by
the waste sector contributes
an estimated 20 per cent of
human-caused methane
emissions.Methane produced by the waste sector
contributes an estimated 20
per cent of human-caused
methane emissions.
Methane is more than 80
times more potent than carbon dioxide in trapping heat
in the atmosphere.
"NASA JPL has a decadelong track record of using
airborne imaging spectrometers to make high-quality
observations of methane
point-source emissions,"
said Robert Green, EMIT's
principal investigator at JPL.
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Ukraine's 2nd largest city without
power after Russian strikes
Kiev, Dec 17 (IANS) In the
wake of the latest wave of
Russian missile strikes that
targeted Ukrainian energy
infrastructure, the war-torn
nation's second biggest city
of Kharkiv was left without
electricity for hours.
According to local officials, at least nine power
facilities were hit as Russian forces fired 76 missiles and carried out
drone attacks on Friday,
reports the BBC.
On Friday evening,
Oleg Synegubov, head of
Kharkiv's regional administration, said electricity supplies had been
restored to 55 per cent of
city residents and 85 per
cent of those living in the
north-eastern region.
He added that energy
sector employees were
working to restore full
power by midnight.
However, Ukraine's
power grid operator,
Ukrenergo, warned that the
scale of the damage could
mean it will take longer
toHowever, Ukraine's power
grid operator, Ukrenergo,
warned that the scale of the
damage could mean it will
take longer to restore supplies. restore supplies.

ing and climbed onto the
hood," tweeted Musk.
The stalker blocked the
car from moving and
climbed on the bonnet.
Musk further said that
any account doxxing realtime location info of anyone
will be suspended, as it is a
physical safety violation.
"This includes posting
links to sites with real-time
location info. Posting locations someone traveled to
on a slightly delayed basis
isn't a safety problem, so is
ok," Musk informed.
Sweeney, a 19-year-old

college student and aviation
enthusiast, created the
@ElonJet account, which
provided regular updates
on flights of Musk by using
publicly available data.
"Legal action is being
taken against Sweeney and
organisations who supported harm to my family,"
Musk further commented.
On November 7, Musk
claimed that the account
was a "personal safety risk"
but he will not suspend it as
a part of his "commitment
to free speech".
In January, Musk had of-

S.Africa's ruling ANC starts
conference to elect new leader
Johannesburg, Dec 17
(IANS) South Africa's ruling
African National Congress
(ANC) party had started its
55th national conference in
Johannesburg to elect a
new leader.
More than 4,000 delegates from across the
country are attending the
conference,
which is scheduled to
end on December 20 and
expected to elect the party's
top leadership for the next
five years, reports Xinhua

news agency.
President
Cyril
Ramaphosa, also the ANC
chief and running for reelection to the party's top
post, said that in the past
five years the country had
low economic growth,
blaming it on corruption,
state capture, Covid-19 and
the effects of the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war.
"State capture" is a term
referring to high-level graft
involving plunder of state
resources and attempts to

influence policy.
"Insecurity of electricity
supply continues to be one
of the greatest impediments to economic recovery," he said.
State-owned enterprises functioning and performance also remains a significant challenge, with several struggling with significant debt, under-investment in infrastructure, the
effects of state capture and
a shortage of skills,
Ramaphosa said.

Members of MSF National Committe holding banners during their nationwide
protest in support of their demand to reinstate the Maulana Azad National Fellowship and Pre- Metric Scholarship Scheme, at Jantar Mantar, in New Delhi.

cilities, heat supply facilities,
sewage treatment plants".
Defence Ministry adviser Yuriy Sak told the BBC
that emergency services
were working to restore
electricity supplies, but the
situation was "still difficult".
Friday's missile strikes
also killed three people and
injured 13 others when a
residential building was hit
in Kryvyi Rih, while Kherson
also reported one fatality.
In Kiev, the capital city's
metro services were
stopped, the BBC reported.

Ukraine's Commanderin-Chief General Valeriy
Zaluzhny said air defences
had intercepted 60 of the 76
missiles fired, most of them
cruise missiles.
Kiev city officials said
about 40 missiles had been
fired at the capital
alone -- one of the
highest
number
since
Russia
launched its invasion
of Ukraine on February 24.
Thirty-seven
were brought down
by air defences, the
officials added.
Friday's strikes
also cut power in the
north-eastern Sumy
region that borders Russia,
and also in the central cities
of Poltava and Kremenchuk.
Fifteen rockets were reportedly
fired
at
Zaporizhzhia in the south.
Russia has launched
more than 1,000 missiles
and Iranian-made attack
drones since the wave of
strikes began on October
10, although most of them
have been intercepted by air
defences. The biggest barrage, in mid-November, involved more than 100 missiles and drones.

Turkey aims to set benchmark
price on natural gas: President
Istanbul, Dec 17 (IANS) Turkey is working toward
becoming a global energy hub, which sets the
benchmark price of natural gas, President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has announced.
Speaking at the Silivri Natural Gas Storage Facility in Istanbul on Friday, Erdogan said he had already
discussed the matter with Russian President Vladimir
Putin, and steps were already being taken, Xinhua
news agency reported.
Erdogan echoed what Putin said one day ago
that the price of gas sent to Europe would be largely
determined by the natural gas center expected to
be established in Turkey, according to the state-run
Anadolu Agency.
Putin added that the electronic platform needed
for such trade could be set up in the "coming
months".
The TurkStream pipeline between Russia and
Turkey provides gas to Bulgaria, Greece, North
Macedonia, Romania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Serbia, and Hungary. The delivery of Turkmen gas to
Europe was one of the main items on the agenda of
Wednesday's trilateral summit between Turkey,
Azerbaijan, and Turkmenistan in the western
Turkmen city of Awaza.

German Upper House approves
price cap for electricity, gas
Berlin, Dec 17 (IANS) The German Bundesrat, or
Upper House of Parliament, has approved the socalled energy price brakes that will cap electricity
and gas prices in Europe's largest economy to cushion the impact of high prices on consumers and
businesses.
"The price brakes for gas, electricity and district
heating are coming! It's a good thing that the
Bundestag and Bundesrat decided that. We will also
support those who heat with oil or pellets, for example... We leave no one alone," Chancellor Olaf
Scholz said in a tweet on Friday.
Further details are however, still pending, reports
Xinhua news agency.
The price brakes are to apply from March 2023,
but consumers also receive a one-time payment in
January and February.
In order to give an incentive to reduce consumption amid the energy crisis, gas and electricity prices
are only capped for 80 per cent of average past consumption.
To finance the energy price brakes, the German
government is providing up to 200 billion euros
through the Economic Stabilization Fund, which was
originally established to distribute state aid during
the Covid-19 pandemic.

16,500 protest in Brussels for
higher wages

Five residential houses were damaged and a minor boy suffered burn injuries in a fire incident at Bemina in Srinagar on Thursday.UNI

My little son was followed by a
'crazy stalker' on road: Elon Musk
San Francisco, Dec 17
(IANS) Elon Musk on Thursday revealed that his little
son, who goes by the name
'X', was followed by a "crazy
stalker" on the road in Los
Angeles.
The alleged stalking episode happened after the
new Twitter owner suspended Jack Sweeney's
Twitter account who
tracked Musk's private jet.
"Last night, a car carrying lil X in LA was followed
by a crazy stalker (thinking
it was me), who later
blocked the car from mov-

The body said in a statement that the energy system had lost more than half
of its capacity because of
the latest strikes, adding
that priority would be given
to "critical infrastructure -hospitals, water supply fa-
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fered Sweeney $5,000 to remove the Twitter bot tracking the movements of his
private plane.
Meanwhile, some Musk
followers requested him not
to take any legal action
against Sweeney.
"Elon, he is just a kid.
Don't take legal action
against him. I understand
you must be angry when
the safety of your kid is being put at risk, but still dealing with Greenspan I
wouldn't want anyone else
to go through that," posted
Whole Mars Catalog.

Food prices in Poland unlikely
to fall next year: Minister
Warsaw, Dec 17 (IANS)
Food prices in Poland will
not fall next year, the goal
of the government is not
to let them increase too
quickly, Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development Henryk Kowalczyk
said here.
"Unfortunately, food
prices do not depend only
on farmers as it is the cost
of energy that has the
main impact on them,"
Xinhua news agency
quoted Kowalczyk as saying to the local media on
Friday. He added that Poles
did not have to worry
about the country's food
security as Poland was a
huge food producer and

exporter."Last year's food
exports totaled nearly 40
billion euros ($42 billion),
this year's were even
larger, which means we
have reserves," the Minister said.Referring to
doubts voiced by Polish
farmers about Ukrainian
grain arriving in Poland
and its possible impact on
grain prices in the country, Kowalczyk said that
such a problem did not
exist."Over two million
tonnes of Ukrainian grain
had entered Poland by
the end of September,
while Poland's grain exports exceeded six million
tonnes in the same period," Kowalczyk said.

The Washington Post announces
layoffs in 'single-digit percentage'
Washington, Dec 17
(IANS) As layoffs deepen
across industries, The Washington Post has announced
to cut jobs amounting to a
"single-digit percentage"
from its 2,500-strong
workforce.
The newspaper publisher Fred Ryan announced
during a town-hall meeting
with the employees that the
media giant would eliminate some positions in 2023
and some of these positions
would be from the newsroom.
The announcement
comes amid a season of layoffs throughout the media
industry and weeks after the
paper said it will eliminate
its stand-alone magazine,
the newspaper said late on
Wednesday.
The newspaper has shut
its Sunday magazine and
laid off 11 newsroom
employees.Ryan, however,
said that they will add new
jobs to offset the loss of positions that are "no longer
serving readers", and The
Post's total head count will
not be reduced.
However, the Washington Post Guild said "this
behaviour is unacceptable
from any leader, but especially the leader of a news
organisation whose core
values include transparency
and accountability".
"There is no justification
for The Post to lay off employees during record

growth and hiring," the
Guild said in a statement.
The Washington Post
said the layoffs were part of
a plan to "invest in coverage,
products, and people in service of providing high value
to our subscribers and new
audiences".
"The Washington Post is
evolving and transforming
to put our business in the
best position for future
growth," it added.Reports
earlier claimed that the
newspaper had lost over
500,000 subscribers since
US President Joe Biden took

over. Earlier this month, media giant CNN informed employees about layoffs. The
move was expected to impact hundreds of staffers at
the global news network
and mark the deepest cuts
to the organisation in years,
the company said in an internal memo.Online news
portal BuzzFeed, which also
owns the Huffington Post
and Complex Networks, has
also laid off at least 180 employees or 12 per cent of its
workforce, as the media layoffs grow amid the challenging global conditions.

Mario Kart 7 receives
first update in 10 years
San Francisco, Dec 17
(IANS) Japanese gaming giant Nintendo has released a
new update for its Mario
Kart 7 video game after 10
years.
Like many release notes,
version 1.2 simply lists "several issues have been addressed to improve the
gameplay experience".
"A new software update
for Mario Kart 7 became
available for download.
Please take a moment to
download and install this
update while your Nintendo
3DS console is connected to
the
internet,"
reads
Nintendo's customer support page.
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Moreover, the company
mentioned that all players
must be using the same version of the software to play
together.
The earlier update was
released on May 15, 2012, in
which it was made available
to eliminate shortcut exploits in the Wuhu Loop,
Maka Wuhu, and Bowser
Castle 1 tracks when they
were played in the Online
Multiplayer Mode.
Last month, Nintendo
announced a joint venture
with mobile company DeNA
to establish a new firm
called Nintendo Systems
Co., Ltd, which is set to
launch in April 2023.

Brussels, Dec 17 (IANS) An estimated 16,500
people took to the streets of Brussels to demand
higher wages to cope with rising energy costs.
They also denounced the 1996 Wage Margin Act
that establishes a strict procedure to negotiate a
maximum average wage increase, reports Xinhua
news agency.
The Belgian capital city's entire public transport
network was severely disrupted as the demonstration on Friday led to diversions.
Brussels Airport was calm but 60 per cent of the
flights had been cancelled in advance.
"We must block energy prices and not wages,"
Thierry Bodson, president of the General Labor Federation of Belgium (FGTB), said.
"Since Europe is not capable of blocking energy
prices, it is up to the Belgian level to do it quickly,
very quickly."For Marie-Helene Ska, secretary general of the CSC trade union, the most important challenge is that of "the basic freedom to negotiate
wages, which must be ours".The International Labor
Organization (ILO) has told Belgium that the 1996
law is contrary to the freedom of negotiation.

France, Morocco resume normal
consular activity after visa
dispute
Rabat, Dec 17 (IANS) France has restored "normal consular activity" with Morocco following a yearlong visa dispute, French Minister of Europe and
Foreign Affairs Catherine Colonna announced here.
Speaking at a press conference with her Moroccan counterpart Nasser Bourita in Rabat on Friday,
Colonna said that the resumption of "a full consular
relationship" between the two countries aims to "enhance human exchanges and deep interlinks between our two societies", reports Xinhua news
agency
"We did what was needed. It's done," she said.
Colonna added that the "exchanges between
our two societies are and will remain the foundation of our bilateral relationship and its engine for
the future. It's what makes our relations so
particular".France has limited its visa quota for Moroccans by more than 80 per cent since September
2021, accusing the North African country of the alleged refusal to repatriate citizens living as irregular
migrants in France.

Massive strikes to hit Britain
during Christmas season
London, Dec 17 (IANS) The UK faces weeks of
massive strikes during the Christmas season by
transport and postal workers, nurses, and border
guards.
A wave of industrial action began on Tuesday,
with more than 40,000 members of the National
Union of Rail, Maritime and Transport Workers (RMT)
walking out for 48 hours. Three more weeks of disruption are set to follow, reports Xinhua news
agency.
Britain's National Railway said due to various industrial actions, there will be a reduced train service
until January 8, 2023, with "significant disruption
expected across the rail network".
The Communication Workers Union (CWU) also
said there would be strikes on December 23 and 24,
some of the busiest days for pre-Christmas deliveries.

Indian-American arrested for
tossing newborn in Florida creek
New York, Dec 17 (IANS) An Indian-American
woman has been charged with first-degree murder
for tossing her newborn baby into a Florida inlet four
years ago.
Arya Singh, 29, who was arrested on Thursday
confessed to the crime saying, "she didn't know what
to do with her (baby)", The New York Post said, quoting police officials."The baby's body was found floating in the Boynton Beach inlet on June 1, 2018 after
she had been disposed of "like a piece of trash", Palm
Beach Sheriff Ric Bradshaw said during a press
conference."It tugs at your heart," Bradshaw
said.Singh told the police that she did not even
realise she was pregnant until she gave birth."She
didn't know what to do with her and she still had
her with her and she just decided that's where she
was going to dispose of her," Detective Brittany
Christoffel, who spearheaded the case, said.
The baby was believed to be alive when she was
thrown into the ocean, the daily reported.

Sport
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15 all out: Stokes in shock as Sydney Thunder
slump to lowest-ever total in T20 cricket

Emma Raducanu appoints
Sebastian Sachs as new coach:
Report
New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS) Last year's U.S. Open
champion Emma Raducanu has appointed
Germany's Sebastian Sachs as her new coach.
The 30-year-old Sachs, who guided Belinda
Bencic to Olympic gold last year, has started working with Raducanu in Abu Dhabi. The Briton lost on
Friday to Wimbledon runner-up Ons Jabeur 5-7 63 (10-8) in an exhibition match on her injury return,
a BBC report said.
The German had a brief career as a player on
the Futures tour, but has enjoyed plenty of success
as a coach. Before helping Bencic into the world's
top 10, he worked with Julia Gorges and before that
as part of Victoria Azarenka's team.
Notably, Sachs will be Raducanu's fifth coach in
18 months. This year, the 20-year-old Briton has
worked with first Torben Beltz and then Dmitry
Tursunov. Tursunov decided not to continue the
partnership after this year's US Open, despite
Raducanu's improved performances since
Wimbledon. He is now coaching Bencic.
The 20-year old Raducanu has only been able
to return to full training in the past 10 days after a
wrist injury ended her season prematurely. However, during that period, she has been working with
Andy Murray's former physical trainer Jez Green.

MARTIN SAMUEL: There used to be a segment on the original Fantasy Football show, about Pele. It implied he was rubbish. There would be a clip of him skying a free-kick high over the bar, missing an open goal,
getting his jump for a header entirely wrong. The joke, obviously, was that Pele wasn't rubbish at all but that
every player, no matter how great, can make a mistake, have a bad game, miss a sitter, take a lousy free-kick.
All frequent, forgettable calamities, even for the very best. All things that Lionel Messi has to avoid on Sunday. He can't miss that chance. He can't have an off day. If he does, given his importance to Argentina, he will
probably lose. And if he loses then his last chance to shape his legacy, to rest in the pantheon beside Pele
and Diego Maradona, to have comedians crack wise at his expense because he is so plainly, so indisputably,
one of a triumvirate of the greatest footballers ever, will be gone.

Tennis: Swiatek, Jabeur top
entry list for Adelaide
International 2

India's growth in women's cricket has been phenomenal,
particularly in last five years: Shelley Nitschke

Adelaide, Dec 17 (IANS) The Adelaide International 2 boasts a stellar entry list, which includes the
entirety of the WTA Tour's Top 4, including World
No.1 Iga Swiatek and No.2 Ons Jabeur.
World No.3 Jessica Pegula and WTA Finals champion Caroline Garcia have also entered the WTA 500
event, which takes place during Week 2 of the new
2023 season and begins on January 9.
Notably, Adelaide 2 is the second leg of
Adelaide's Festival of Tennis, a two-week span that
sees the city host back-to-back WTA 500 events at
The Drive. The tournament is the last WTA 500 tournament before the Australian Open, which begins
on January 16.With a main-draw cutoff at No.22,
Adelaide 2 also features No.8 Daria Kasatkina, No.9
Veronika Kudermetova. 2022 Adelaide 250 champion Madison Keys has also entered the tournament, as well as 2022 Sydney champion Paula
Badosa.

Mumbai, Dec 17 (IANS)
Australia women's team
head coach Shelley Nitschke
has heaped praise on India's
progression
in
the
cricketing circuit, saying that
the country's growth has
been nothing short of phenomenal, especially in the
last five years.
India women's cricket
team came firmly under
limelight when they finished as runners-up in the
2017 ODI World Cup, and
even defeated Australia in

Playing against Australia feels
like playing against men's team:
Shafali Verma

San Francisco, Dec 16
(IANS) With an aim to give
customers a better driving
experience, automobile
company Honda has announced that its upcoming
vehicle Accord will feature
Google built-in.
The 2023 Accord will be
the company's first vehicle
with Google built-in, including Google Assistant,
Google Maps and Google
Play, and will arrive at dealers next month, Honda said
in a blogpost on Tuesday.
In addition to the integrated Google applications,
the new car also features a
10.2-inch digital driver instrumentation display and
a
12.3-inch
centre
touchscreen (Honda's largest ever) with Apple CarPlay
and Android Auto compatibility.
"For Honda customers,
vehicle connectivity is be-

four or five years they've had
a real acceleration."
We see how aggressive
they are with their batting.
They've got some great
young players, they're athletic in the field, so I think
their growth has been phenomenal,
particularly in the last
five years and we're seeing
that in this series and it's exactly what we expected
from them and their home
country," said Shelley ahead
of the fourth T20I at

New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS)
The T20 cricket icons Suresh
Raina, Chris Gayle, AB de
Villiers, along with Anil
Kumble, Robin Uthappa, RP
Singh, Eoin Morgan, and
Scott Styris will headline
JioCinemas -- official digital
rights holder -- expert panel
for the IPL 2023 Player Auction, to be held on December 23 in Kochi.

Mainly known as Mr. IPL
for his success with fourtime winners Chennai Super
Kings, ex-India left-handed
batter Raina will headline
the Hindi coverage alongside Uttar Pradesh statemate and former India leftarm pacer Singh.
"I am coming back to the
IPL armed with a mike in
hand. It is exciting to be a

part of the TATA IPL Player
Auction 2023 along with my
friends and former teammates and engage with fans
across India," said Raina in
an official release.
Gayle,
commonly
known as Universe Boss and
de Villiers, famous for bringing 360-style of cricket T20s,
will reunite for the Player
Auction to present their

bagged two wickets apiece.
However, the match
took a dramatic turn in the
second innings as Sydney
Thunder were bowled out
for 15 runs in 5,5 overs with
none of their batter reaching double digits while four
ended with zeros against
their names.
Henry
Thornton
claimed 5-3 in 2.5 overs
while Wes Agar ended with
4-6 in 2 overs as Sydney
Thunder, which had
internationals
like Alex Hales
and
Rilee
Rossouw in
their ranks,
were blown
apart.
Sydney's
abject capitulation left England
Test
captain Ben Stokes totally
stunned.
Following the match
from Karachi where his
team is stationed for the
third and final Test against
Pakistan, Stokes took to
twitter to react to the record
low score."8-10 off 5," he
wrote alongside a series of
mind blown emojis.
Australian media reported the Player of the
Match, Henry Thornton was
also in shock after the
match and could not believe how low Sydney
Thunder's score was.

Gauff, Raducanu to open 2023
at ASB Classic in Auckland
Auckland, Dec 17
(IANS) World No.7 Coco
Gauff will open her 2023
season at the ASB Classic,
beginning here on January 2.The 18-year-old
American is the top seed
at the WTA 250 event,
which returns to the calendar after a two-year
absence.Joining Gauff at
the top of the entry list are
the Czech Republic's
Karolina Muchova (by
special ranking), 2016
Champion
Sloane
Stephens, and Canada's
Leylah Fernandez. 2021
US Open champion
Emma Raducanu, ranked
No.75, will also begin her
season in Auckland.
At No.93, Caty

views on the picks made by
all ten franchises on December 23."This is as thrilling as
it gets to return to the IPL in
a different avatar with my
former teammates and
competitors for the auction.
I hope to get the same love
from the fans in my new role
where I will do some talking
and not my bat," added
Gayle.

McNally is the last direct
entry into the main draw.
"It was probably one
of my favorite tournaments that I've ever
played and Auckland is
such a beautiful city and I
am excited to go back,"
Gauff was quoted as saying by WTA.
"I chose to return because I love the tournament so much.I definitely
missed it with Covid-19
and I wasn't sure they
were going to bring it
back," she added.
Fifteen-year-old
Brenda Fruhvirtova and
2020 Australian Open
champion Sofia Kenin
have been granted wild
cards.

Business &Technology

coming essential, providing
features and services that
deliver intuitive, easy-touse and access functions
that make time spent in vehicles more fun and productive," said Jay Joseph,
vice president of CASE &
Energy, American Honda
Motor Co.
"Our longstanding invehicle tech collaboration
with Google helped enable
the seamless integration of
Google built-in features in
the all-new 2023 Honda Accord," Joseph added.
With Google Assistant,
drivers can get things done
while keeping their eyes on
the road and their hands on
the wheel.
Additionally, drivers can
control their media by asking Google to skip to the
next track or rewind a
podcast with just their
voice.

Amazon launches the All-New Kindle
featuring better display and greater storage

Bangalore, Amazon today announced the next
generation All-New Kindle—
the lightest and most compact Kindle that lets you read
effortlessly anytime and anywhere. The 16GB variant of
the All-New Kindle has been
launched at an introductory
price of INR 8,999. This is a
limited period offer valid on
limited stocks. Thereafter, it
will be available at the regular price of INR 9,999.
The All-New Kindle combines premium features with
an affordable price, including
a 300 ppi high-resolution 6inch display, USB-C charging,
battery life of up to six weeks,
and 16GB storage making
room for thousands of
books. Learn more at http://
www.amazon.in/kindle.
“The All-New Kindle is an
affordable and effortless way
for new customers to start
their e-reading journey.They

can get more enjoyment out
of every read with its glarefree display, compact design,
long battery life, and freedom from distractions like
app-notifications. Our Kindle
devices are designed so you
can read comfortably for
hours,” says Parag Gupta, Director and Country Manager
for Amazon Devices India.
“We are excited to bring this
version of Kindle to India and
are thrilled to continue innovating and pushing the bar
on how our customers enjoy
reading from our massive
selection of e-books.”
The All-New Kindle features a 6-inch, glare-free, 300
ppi high-resolution display
with three-times more pixels
than the previous generation for laser-quality text and
sharp images that read like
paper. Dark mode and adjustable front light provide a
comfortable reading experi-

ence in all conditions, including bright sunlight or no
light at all.
The device comes
packed with customer
favourites like X-Ray, which
provides important details
about people or places mentioned in a book, and a builtin dictionary to quickly look
up any word. Simplified
setup on the Kindle app for
iOS and Android offers an
option to register your device in fewer steps and to
jump into a book even faster.
The All-New Kindle is the
lightest and most compact
Kindle model available—
carry it in your pocket and
comfortably read onehanded for even longer. The
device’s longer battery life of
up to six weeks maximizes
the time you can spend reading, and the USB-C port
makes charging more effortless than ever.

Tata Soulfull’s Masala Oats+ launches digital campaign Instagram to help hacked
highlighting ‘Non-Sticky Mast, Taste Zabardast’
Mumbai, Tata Soulfull re- choice. It adopts a fresh strat- healthy food choices and users regain account access
cently launched a new digital campaign for its enhanced product line, Tata
Soulfull Masala Oats+ with a
new tagline, ‘Non-Sticky
Mast, Taste Zabardast’.
Taking another step towards strengthening its
‘Taste First, Health Forward’
proposition, the new Masala
Oats+ is made with the
goodness of 25% crunchy
millets such as Navane and
Jowar, wholegrain oats, traditional Indian desi masalas
and 100% real vegetables,
making it a crunchy, nonsticky product with taste profiles specially curated for the
Indian palate.
Addressing the core pain
point of the consumer of
Masala Oats being sticky,Tata
Soulfull Masala Oats+ comes
with the extra millet crunch,
thus making it non-sticky
and more enjoyable for consumers. The core thought
has been brought alive with
a 20-second film, showcasing a young married couple
having a quirky conversation
about their evening snack

Brabourne Stadium.
Of late, India have been
a tough opponent to face
for Australia, like when the
Harmanpreet Kaur-led side
defeated them in the 2020
T20 World Cup opening
match or ending their unbeaten 26-match winning
streak in ODIs in 2021 or
more recently, ending their
unbeaten run in 2022 with
a thrilling Super Over encounter in the second of five
T20Is at DY Patil Stadium in
Navi Mumbai.

IPL 2023: Gayle, De Villiers, Raina
headline Player Auction expert panel

Mumbai, Dec 17 (IANS) Teenaged India opener
Shafali Verma will appear in her 50th T20I match
when the hosts take on Australia in the fourth
match of the five-game series at the Brabourne Stadium on Saturday.
In the series till now, the visitors have been aggressive and dominating in various departments,
leading to them taking a 2-1 lead in the series.
Shafali revealed that she enjoys squaring off against
Australia as they often make her feel like she is playing against a men's team."When I play against Australia, it feels like I'm playing against men, because
their game is like that.

Honda's new Accord to
offer Google built-in

the semi-final. They went on
to be runners-up in the 2020
T20 World Cup and took the
silver medal in the Women's
T20 Cricket event at the Birmingham Commonwealth
Games earlier this year.
"When I first played
against India in the 2005
World Cup (won by Australia), and they made the final,
I think that was sort of the
start of a real growth period
for them and they just seem
to get better and better. I
think in the last probably

Sydney, Dec 17 (IANS)
The Big Bash League side
Sydney Thunder on Friday
night set an unwanted
record, slumping to the lowest-ever score in the history
of T20 game against
Adelaide Strikers in the BBL
Season 12 here.
The Australian domestic
T20 league team, which had
England's T20 World Cup
winner Alex Hales, a muchtravelled T20 expert who
has played in Pakistan Super
League and
Caribbean
Premier
League besides BBL, in
their ranks
were shot
out for just
15 runs in 35
deliveries in
a dramatic
encounter at the Sydney
Showground Stadium.
The Thunder's total is
the lowest-ever scored in a
T20 match, beating Turkey's
21 all out against the Czech
Republic back in 2019.
The Sydney Thunder
were chasing a target of 140
in 20 overs after restricting
Adelaide Strikes to what
looked like a modest total
thanks to some good work
by their bowlers. Fazalhaq
Farooqi claimed 3-20 while
Gurinder Sandhu (2-28),
Daniel Sams (2/23) and
Brendan Doggett (2-24)

egy for marketing oats
against its competition while
concentrating on its target
consumers who are seeking
healthier choices without
compromising on taste.
Amit Akali, CCO and Cofounder, Wondrlab, the
agency behind the campaign, explained, “Like all
their products, Tata Soulfull
Masala Oats+ is packed with
millets, real vegetables & nutritious oats. Millets are
added to make the product
more crunchy.
The non-sticky part even
we didn’t initially believe, so
we tried it. And it really was
non-sticky! This belief that
‘Oats just can’t be non-sticky’
is what then became the inspiration for a sharp 20 second film. Jeet Lotia, the director, beautifully brought the
chemistry between the
couple alive, along with this
disbelief.”
The campaign's launch
also aligns with the United
Nations' International Year of
Millets
2023,
which
emphasises millet based

snacking. By constantly innovating and offering consumers a variety of tasty, nutritious, convenient, and modern millet-based products,
Tata Soulfull is making consistent efforts to make millets
mainstream. Moreover, by
introducing it at a price point
of ?15, Tata Soulfull brings
Goodness & Taste to the
masses.
Speaking on the launch
of the campaign, Prashant
Parameswaran, MD & CEO,
Tata Consumer Soulfull, said,
"We are pleased to introduce
the campaign for our new
product Tata Soulfull Masala
Oats+ which complements
our existing snacking portfolio. In keeping with Tata
Soulfull’ s mission, we are
determined to reintroduce
Indian millets in more
unique and convenient formats, and are confident that
our new Masala Oats+, with
its crunchy, non-sticky texture and four desi flavours,
will be the go-to choice for
consumers seeking great
taste in nutritious formats.

San Francisco, Dec 16
(IANS) Photo and video
sharing platform, Instagram
announced that it will now
help users to regain access
to their hacked accounts.
The platform said in a
blogpost on Thursday that
it
has
created
Instagram.com/hacked, a
new destination for users
where they can report and
resolve account access issues.
Users will need to visit
Instagram.com/hacked on
their mobile phone or desktop browser, if they are unable to log in to their account.
They will be able to select if they think they have
been hacked, forgot their
password, lost access to
two-factor authentication
or if their account has been
disabled.
Then the platform will
guide them through a series of steps to help regain
access to their accounts.
If someone has multiple
accounts associated with

their information, they will
be able to choose which account needs support.
"We know losing access
to your Instagram account
can be stressful, so we want
to ensure people have multiple options to get their accounts back if they lose access," Instagram said.
The company also provides the option to choose
two of your Instagram
friends to verify your identity and get back into your
account.
Additionally, Instagram
is testing new ways to prevent hacking on the platform.
It will remove accounts
that its automated systems
find to be malicious, including ones that impersonate
others and which go
against its Community
Guidelines.
Moreover, the blue verified badge for verified accounts will now appear in
more places across the platform including Stories and
DMs.--IANS
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Haier recognized with‘The Most
Energy Efficient Appliance’award

Mumbai, Haier, the global leader in Home Appliances & Consumer Electronics and World’s Number 1
brand in Major Appliances
for 13 Consecutive Years*,
has been recognized
with‘The Most Energy Efficient Appliance’award by
the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) – Ministry of
Power, Government of India
at National Energy Conservation Awards (NECA) –
2022. The award committee
has selected Haier’s model
No: HRD-1955, 5 Star Range
to be the winner in the said
category. Haier has been
recognized by BEE at NECA
for the 2nd consecutive year
in a row. On receiving the
honour,Mr. Satish NS, President, Haier Appliances India
said,“It is a moment of great
pride for us as our continuous commitment towards
our brand philosophy of ‘Inspired Living’ has been recognized and felicitated with
one of the most prestigious
awards. We are very delighted and would like to

thank the Bureau of Energy
Efficiency for this recognition. Sustainability and responsibility towards our
planet and environment
have been at the core of our
business and we will continue to adopt meaningful
and environment-friendly
ways of manufacturing and
delivering to ensure minimal impact on our surroundings and planet.”
The award ceremony
held at Vigyan Bhawan, New
Delhi was facilitated by
Hon’ble President of India,
Smt. DroupadiMurmu along
with other dignitaries including RK Singh, Union
Minister of Power, New and
Renewable Energy, Krishan
Pal, Minister of State for
Power and Heavy Industries
and Alok Kumar, Secretary,
Ministry of Power.
National Energy Conservation Day is observed nationwide on the 14th of December every year. To mark
this occasion, National Energy Conservation Awards is
organized wherein eminent

dignitaries of the Government of India recognize the
efforts of various industrial
units/establishments/organizations for their exemplary efforts in adopting energy efficiency measures.
Haier India’s commitment to producing innovative products for Indian consumers has remained at the
core of the business and the
brand has constantly
evolved to meet the consumer demands for inspired
living. A complete ‘Made in
India’ and ‘Made for India’
product, Haier’s model no.
HRD-1955 Direct Cool refrigerator with inverter compressor is manufactured
from its state-of-the-art facility in Ranjangaon, Pune.
Moreover, both the manufacturing facility in Pune and
Greater Noida, Uttar
Pradeshhave continued to
support the brand to innovate for Indian customers
through an extensive production capacity of premium and high-end products across the value chain.

Nandan Nilekani talks about
Infosys' sucession plan

Bengaluru, Dec 15 (IANS)
For the first time ever since
the company began its operations, Infosys Chairman
and Co-founder Nandan
Nilekani has made public his
intentions of handing over
reins of the tech giant to a
non-founder.
Speaking at an event
organised to mark completion of 40 years of journey of
Infosys on Wednesday,
Nandan Nilekani stated, "I
am the last joker left and the
challenge is little more
acute. I am handing over the
post of the chairman to a
non-founder."
"There is no plan B," he
underlined. "If I hand it over
to somebody and it doesn't
work. I can't come back at 75
and I don't think any of the
founders want to come
back. We are all mortals. We
don't know whether we will

be attending the 50 years
celebrations," he said.
The challenge is how do
you create an ownership
model to a professional
model? "I have not found a
person whom I can hand
over," he stated when asked
if there is anyone on his
mind to head Infosys.
Referring to the statement of founder Narayana
Murthy that Infosys should
flourish for at least 100 years,
he stated that the mandate
is something in place for 100
years. "I am the last joker (referring to founders of
Infosys) standing and there
is no plan B. Even 40 years
later, the company is still
flourishing because of three
'R's. Relevance, Responsiveness and Resilience. You
need to be relevant in business and Infosys has ensured that it is relevant to

customers by offering the
latest services. Massive investments have been made
for reskilling and there is no
drama and no surprise."
"Secondly, attempts will
always be there for responsiveness and ensure bureaucratic cholesterol does
not seep in as it is a kiss of
death. Decisions are made
quickly. Resilience is how
well a company faces challenges. When the country
faced the challenge of Covid
posed stress tests, in a
couple of weeks Infosys got
on to the speed and scale
which no one could match.
Work from home was implemented, after that getting
them back to work was a
challenge. We have to ensure value addition. Sudden
surge in demand as Covid
facilitated digital acceleration.
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Two promoter exits - shakeout in housing finance sector?

By
Venkatachari
Jagannathan
Chennai, Dec 17 (IANS)
With the promoters of two
housing finance companies
exiting the business, is there
a shake out happening in
the sector?
The two exits -- small
and the big ones -- were announced in quick succession.
The
Pune-based
Poonawalla Fincorp Ltd announced the proposed sale
of its stakes in the housing
finance
subsidiary
Poonawalla Housing Finance Limited (formerly
Magma Housing Finance
Limited) to Perseus SG Pte.
Ltd affiliated to TPG Global
LLC for Rs 3,900 crore.
A couple of days earlier,
Centrum Housing Finance
Ltd announced the binding
agreement to acquire the
housing finance business of
National Trust Housing Finance Limited for an undisclosed price.
An affordable housing
finance company National
Trust Housing has a loan
book size of over Rs.300
crore and is present in 17 locations in four southern
states.
CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from NAIMESH
NARENDRABHAI SHAH to
New Name NAIMESHBHAI
NARENDRABHAI SHAH
Address-A-5, Bhalchandra
Apts, B/H. Vasna Bus Stand,
Vasna, Ahmedabad-380003
3983

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from KOMALBEN NAIMESH
SHAH to New Name
KOMALBEN NAIMESHBHAI
SHAH
Address-A-5, Bhalchandra
Apts, B/H. Vasna Bus Stand,
Vasna, Ahmedabad-380003
3983A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name
from JYOTIKA
MAHENDRASING RATHOD
to New Name JYOTIBA
DARSHANSINH CHAVDA
Address- Plot No.310/2,
Kishannagar, Sector-26,
Gandhinagar
B080

As per the agreement,
Centrum Housing will acquire the housing finance
business including the loan
portfolio, branches and employees.
However, industry players and experts told IANS
that the two exists doesn't
mean a shake out or consolidation happening in the
housing finance sector but
shows the potential and interests
of
players.
If a private
equity major
like TPG is investing in the
housing finance sector, it shows the
growth potential, industry
experts told IANS.
In February 2020, a fund
managed by Morgan
Stanley PE Asia, invested
approximately Rs 190 crore
to acquire a minority stake
in Centrum Housing Finance.
On the exit of
Poonawalla Fincorp, Sanjay
Agarwal, Senior Director,
CARE Ratings told IANS:
"They probably want to focus on consumer finance.
Housing finance is a long
term business and different
from consumer finance."
According to Agarwal,
the sale and purchase of
two housing finance companies shows a lot of inter-

Tesla doing better than ever, we
don't control Fed: Musk on heavy
losses
San Francisco, Dec 17 (IANS) As Tesla stocks bleed amid
heavy losses, Elon Musk on Saturday blamed the Federal
Reserve for the current situation, saying his electric car company is doing better than ever. Tesla stock has nosedived
around 60 per cent since January this year, and traded at
$156.80 after hours this week. When a Twitter follower said
that Musk has now erased $600 billion of Tesla wealth and
still nothing from the Tesla board of directors which is
"wholly unacceptable", he said Tesla is executing better
than ever. "We don't control the Federal Reserve. That is the
real problem here," he tweeted.

Bilimora Municipality
Online Tender Notice No.16/2022-23

Bilimora Municipality, Bilimora in tenders carry out contruction of works under
Amrut 2.0 Swep 1 Grant.
Sr.
No.
1

Works Name

Laying Antaiya Filtration Plant to
Station via Somnath Road 400 mm
dia DIK-7 Distribution Gravity Main
Line Work. (Second Attempt)

CHANGE OF NAME

1. Estimate cost
2. Government
approved category
(1) 2,23,86,546-00
(2) “B” Class & Above

3. Tender free
4. EMD amount
(3) 3,600/(4) 2,23,865/-

All details regarding the work can be shown in public works department of
the municipality as well as the notice board. details are also available on
http://www.nprocure.com

Gujarat Water Supply &
Sewerage Board
Tender Notice No.06/2022-23

Executive Engineer, Public Health Mechanical Works
Divison, First Floor, Jal Bhavan, B/H Prabha Honda
Show Room. Near T.B.Tran Rasta. Patan-384265.
District: Patan Phone No.02766-226716. Gujarat State
invites E-Tenders for below mentioned work. Amounting
to total Estimate cost Rs.217.91 Lacs. For ID.No.565697
Last date of Submission of Online E-tender Date: 09/
01/2023 up to 18.00 Hrs. Documents scanned during
download are to be Submitted by RPAD/Speed Post/
Hand To Hand till Date: 10/01/2023 Up to 3.00 P.M.&
Details of Tender is put on notice Board of this Office
and web site www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in,
www.gwssb.org & www.gwssb.nprocure.com GWSSB
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders
without assigning any reason. & Further any amendment
shall be on website.
Water Supply Complaint Toll free No.1916
Mahiti/Patan/407/2022
UMARGAM MUNICIPALITY, UMARGAM
E-TENDERING NOTICE/TWO BID SYSTEM
SHORT TERM
Umargam Municipality, Umargam, Dist.Valsad, Gujarat invites on line e-tenders
from the firms registered in appropriate category for the following works.
Sr. Name of Work
Estimated Cost
No.
EMD
Tender Fee
Category of Registration
1. Tender for construction work of Storm Water Drain 1,15,15,000
(Pipe Drain & Box Drain) from solid waste Depo
1,15,000
to Dudhanath Mahadev Temple Via Power House
3600
Water Works at Umargam under 14th Finance
“C” Class & Above
commission Grant.
2. Tener for Repairing work of Asphalt Road in
38,82,140
Various area in Umargam Municipality, Under
38,821
SJMMSVY Shaheri Sadak Yojna Grant (UDP-78)
1500.00
Year- 2022-23
“E-1” Class & above

The details and the terms & condition are mentioned in the tender form.
The rights are reserved to reject the online tenders without assigning
any reasons. More details regarding the tender can be available on the
website of www.nprocure.com. The tender downloading and submitting
facility will be available from www.nprocure.com. For submitting the
on line tender and to obtain the digital signature registration from (n)
code solution ltd. and For more help please contact on the telephone
no. (079) 26857316/17/18 ext.321 and toll free no.1800 233 1010. Price
bids of only that contractor shall be opened who satisfy the bid evaluation
criteria mentioned in the tender document relating to annual turn over,
largest value of job done and work experince of similar nature of works.
MILESTONE DATES
Bid Documents Downloading Start Date
19/12/2022 from 10.00 Hrs.
Last Date for Submission of Online Tender
26/12/2022 upto 17.00 Hrs.
Dates of Submitting the Tender Fee/E.M.D. and
30/12/2022 from 11.00 to 16.00 Hrs.
relevant Documents of the Tender
at the UMARGAM Municipality.
Openings Dates for online Tender Technical Bid
Technical Bid on 31/12/2022 at 12.00
Price Bid
Hrs. Price Bid date to be intimated later.
Chief Officer
Umbergaon
Municipality

Executive Chairman
Umbergaon
Municipality

President
Umbergaon
Municipality

INF/Valsad/560/22

The Schedule of E-tendering
Name of website
Contact No.
Download & upload Date
Tender Fee, EMD and
Submission Date & Address

http://www.nprocure.com
02634-278611
Dt.23/12/2022 to Dt.02/01/2023 to 18.00 hours
Dt.09/01/2023 up to 18.00 Hrs.
Chief Officer, Bilimora Nagarpalika At.Bilimora,
Dist. Navsari-396321, R.P.A.D/Speed post Courier
Dt.10/01/2023 at 12.00 Hrs. (Possible)

ANJAR MUNICIPALITY
ONLINE TENDER NOTICE

Bilimora Nagarpalika reserves right to reject any or all tender without assigning
any reason thereof.

It’s Here By Informed to The Regestered Claiments
Persons In The Concerred Category That Anjar
Municipality Has Issued Online Tenders For Following
Works.

Date:16/12/2022

NO.

Tender Opening Date
I have changed my old name
from KISLAY to New Name
KISLAY SINHA
Address- A-Block-201,
Aditya Elite, 6.3.1130 Nishat
Bagh Colony, Hyderabad.
3984

market. It would have taken
them about two years to establish
a
similar
presence."The acquisition of
National Trust Housing consolidates Centrum Housing
presence in South India, and
will help to further increase
the penetration across the
chosen geographies, Jaspal
Bindra, Executive Chairman,
Centrum Group said. "The
market is growing and the
pie is large enough for all to
grow. There are opportunities for all the players -- big
and small. This is driven by
the need for housing and
the Government's thrust on
Housing for All.There is a fair
degree of growth potential
in the next few years,"
Lakshminarayanan
Duraiswamy, Managing Director, Sundaram Home Finance Ltd told IANS.

est in the market and is positive for the sellers and buyers.
He said the credit loss for
housing finance companies
is very low but needs lots of
capital.
"The timing of the sale
by Poonawalla is good as
the market is picking up. I
will not say consolidation is
happening in the sector," a
top official of a
housing
finance company told IANS
on the condition of anonymity.
As regards
to the Centrum
group's acquisition of National Trust Housing, an industry official told IANS:
"The buy gives Centrum a
jump start in the Southern

Sd/- (Nilkanth P.Andhan)
Chief Officer
(Bilimora Municipality)

Sd/- (Ramilaben H.Bhadarka)
Chairman
Water Works and Controlling Committee
(Bilimora Municipality)

Sd/- (Vipulben R.Mistry)
President
(Bilimora Municipality)

Advertising Available at www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in

1.

{krníke/LkðMkkhe/433/2022
2.

GUJARAT WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD
“for complaints regarding rural drinking water supply Please
contact toll-free helpline No.1916 of GWSSB”

TENDER NOTICE NO - 21/2022-23
Superintending Engineer, Public Health Works
Circle, 1st Floor, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Shopping
Center, Sardarnagar Circle, Sardarnagar,
Bhavnagar, Phone No.(0278) 2565082 invites
Comprehensive Operation and Maintenance for
period of 24 months Panderiya Gr.RWSS Tal.
Palitana/Jesar Dist.Bhavnagar Rs.52,80,660.00
Tender I.D.No.565614 (3rd Attempt) by ETendering Online tender with Two Bid System from
Registered contracotors for above mention works.
The detail information are available on website
https://gwssb.nprocure.com Last Date for Online
Submission Dt.02-01-2023 till 18.00 Hours Any
further changes/amendments here after shall be
published online only.
DDI/BVN/850/22

Tender Notice No.SK-5 of 2022-23
On behalf of Governor of Gujarat the Online Tender are invited
by the Executive Engineer, A’bad Store (R&B) Divison, CBlock, 3rd Floor, M.S.Building, Nr. Vastrapur Govt. Colony,
Drive-In-Road, Ahmedabad-380052 for Total: 2(Two) work
costing Rs.67.40 Lacs from Experienced Contractors/Firms/
Companies. Tender documents from www.nprocure.com may
be Work No.1 downloaded-Submission during Dt.19/12/2022
to Dt.03/01/2023 upto 18:00 hrs. and If possible Tenders will
be opened Online on Dt.04/01/2023 on 12:00 Hrs at. Concern
Office Work No.2 downloaded Submission during Dt.19/12/2022
to Dt.29/12/2022 up to 18:00 hrs. and if possible Tenders will
be opened
Onlineon Dt.30/12/2022 on 12:00 Hrs at concern office. Tenders
will not be received through Handto Hand/Regd.Post. Any
Addition/Alternation/Corrigendum issued by this office till the
last date of uploading will be only on online and will have to be
considered by the Agency before quoting the rate in the tender.
The agency himself will be held responsible in this matter.
Also, detailed
Tender Notice can be seen on
www.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in of Information Dept. website
and Office Notice Board. Interested Contractors are requested
to contact personality at above office in working days except
public holidays for more information about this Tender Notice.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

INF/ABD/1428/2022

8.

E-TENDER NOTICE

Guj Info Petro Limited (GIPL)is inviting offers for “Rate
Contract for Providing Digital Evaluation Of Answer
Sheets on behalf of GUJ INFO PETRO LTD (GIPL),
GANDHINAGAR at their client locations across
Gujarat for a period of 3 years” for selecting Agency
from eligible Bidders by E-tendering process. The last
date for tender downloading & submission is 09/01/
2022. For more details please visit out website.
https://gem.gov.in.
INF/2022/22-23

CMC-Sodium Carboxymethyl Cellulose
For Textiles, Detergents, Paints, Pesticide, Ceramic, Oil well drilling, Welding
Electrodes etc.
CMS-Carboxy Methyl Starch
For Textiles, Briquettes,

Cellulose Powder For welding rods
Address : Plot No 5623/c, Phase II,
GIDC Industrial Area, Vatva,
Ahmedabad-382445. Gujarat India.
CONTACT +91 98799 97220,
E-MAIL : info@patelindustries.co.in

Manufacturer & Exporter
of Speciality Chemicals

UMARGAM MUNICIPALITY, UMARGAM
E-TENDERING NOTICE/TWO BID SYSTEM
Umargam Municipality, Umargam, Dist.Valsad, Gujarat invites on line
e-tenders Under Nal se Jal Form Available Fund of Swarnim Jayanti
Mukhya Mantri Saheri Vikas Yojna, With Gujarat Urban Development
Mission From the Government registration firms in appropriate category
for the following works.
Sr.
No.

Name of Work

Estimated Cost
EMD
Tender Fee
Category of Registration
Time Limit

1. Bid Documents for Designing,
Rs.3,37,52,020.00
Contrcuting, Testing & Commissioning Rs.3,37,520.00
of Contruction work of R.C.C.ESR,
Rs.5,000.00
Rising Main, Distribution System,
“A” Class & Above
Pump House/Panel Room,
12 Months from Work
Electrification, Domestic House
Order
Connection and Sitc of Pumping
Machineries with one year operation
of maintenance period for
augmentation of present water supply
scheme of umargam town based on
surface water from varoli river
The details and the terms & condition are mentioned in the tender form.
The rights are reserved to reject the online tenders without assigning
any reasons. More details regarding the tender can be available on the
website of www.npocure.com. The tender downloading and submitting
facility will be available from www.nprocure.com. For submitting the
on line tender and to obtain the digital signature registration from (n)
code solution ltd. and For more help please contact on the telephone
no. (079) 26857316/17/18 ext.321 and toll free no.1800 233 1010. Price
bids of only that contractor shall be opened who satisfy the bid evaluation
criteria mentioned in the tender document relating to annual turn over,
largest value of job done and work experince of similar nature of works.
MILESTONE DATES

Start Date from Download online
Tender
Date of Pre-Bid Meeting (Offline)
Last Date of Submission of on line
Tender
Last Date of Submitting the Tender
Fee, E.M.D. adn relevant Documents
of the Tender at mentioned address.

Date of Opening for online Tender

Chief Officer
Umbergaon
Municipality

Executive Chairman
Umbergaon
Municipality

On Date: 19/12/2022 up to
11:00 Hrs.
On Date: 31/12/2022
On Date: 05/01/2023 up to
18:00 Hrs
Up to Date: 11/01/2023 before
18:00 Hrs. The Chief Officer,
Umargam Nagarplaika, Nargol
Costal Highway Road, Near
Akramurti Tample, At:
Umargam, Dist: Valsad,
Gujarat- INDIA
Tachnical Bid on Date:
12/01/2023 at 12:00 Hrs. Price
Bid date to be intimated later.
(if Possible)

President
Umbergaon
Municipality

INF/Valsad/561/2022

DETAILS OF WORK
construction Work of C.C.Roads And
Interlocking Paver Block Roads In
Variuos Areas of Anjar Municipality
in Word No.1 to 4 (SJMMSVY.UDP-88,
2022-23) (GENERAL)
construction Work of C.C.Roads And
Interlocking Block Roads In Various
Area or Anjar Municipality. In word
no. 5 to 9 (SJMMSVY, UDP-88, 2022-23)
SJMMSVY UDP-88, 2022-23(GENERAL)
Construction Of Resurfacing Work Of
Asphalt Roads in Various Area Of Anjar
Municipality. UDP-88 2022-23(GENERAL)AND (SJMMSVY SADAK
YOJNA 2016-17)
construction Work of C.C.Roads And
Interlocking Paver Block Roads In
Various Areas Of Anjar Municipality.
(SJMMSVY, UDP-88, 2022-23) (SCSP)
construction C.C.Roads And
Interlocking Paver Block Roads In
Various Areas Of Anjar Municiplaity.
(SJMMSVY, UDP-88, 2022-23) (TASP)
Construction And Fixing Work of
Cement Concrete Benches In All Works
Of Anjar Municipality And Also In Word
No.5 Various Areas. (SJMMSVY,
UDP-88, 2022-23) (GENERAL)
construction Work of C.C.Rods In
Various Area Of Anjar Municipality,
(SJMMSVY, UDP-88, 2018-19)
construction Work of C.C.Roads And
Interlocking Paver Block Roads In
Various Areas Of Anjar Municipality.
(SJMMSVY SADAK YOJNA, 2016-17)

ESTIMATED
AMOUNT
73,51,834/-

62,41,359/-

39,83,314/-

65,06,387/-

55,05,345/-

17,29,000/-

29,10,938/-

17,55,784/-

The tender for the above works can be downloaded from
www.nprocure.com. The last date for filling the above
tender will be:- 28/12/2022. The last date for sending
the tender document to this office will be till:- 04/01/2023
office time by speed post/R.P.A.D. Please refer to the
above website for more details.
Important note: Write Tender ID On Physical Tender Document
Cover.
No.3677
Date : 16/12/2022
DDI/KUTCH/955-2022

Chief Officeer
Anjar Municipality

PUBLIC NOTICE
Under instruction and & Authority from my client Mrs. Vaghela
Kantaben Prahladbhai, R/o. Bhangivas, Nr. Nirali Hospital, Himatnagar, Dist:
Sabarkantha, It is hereby informed that; the Residential N.A. property
bearing Savgadh Village Survey No. 560/1, Plot No. 63, admeasuring
113.31 Sq.Mtrs Land, situated At: Savgadh, Ta: Himatnagar, Dist:
Sabarkantha. Within the limits of Savgadh Gram Panchayat, At:
Savgadh, Ta: Himatnagar, Dist: Sabarkantha, State: Gujarat is owned
by my client and she had purchased the same from Vaghela Savitaben
Pashabhai by way of Registered Sale Deed No. 7246/2022 dated 06/07/
2022. At the time of purchase of said property; the seller had handover the
all original documents i.e. previous Sale Deed and its Receipts to my client
but from said original documents the Registered Sale Deed No. 9124/
2011 dated 13/10/2011 executed by Patel Natvarbhai Hirabhai in
favour of Desai Jayrambhai Lilabhai along with Original Registration
Receipt (RR) have been lost/ misplaced. And my client want to apply for
the Loan in Bank/ Financial Company / NBFC Company and as per rules of
the Bank the original document must be deposited with Bank but due to
loss of said document; my client doesn’t deposit the same. Therefore my
client has obtained the Certified Copy from SRO. If any person gets the
said Documents, may kindly be returned to my client.
In case any person has any right, title, interest, claim of whatsoever
nature by way of sale, gift, lease, heirship, possession or by any other nature
in respect of aforesaid property, the same should be known in writing to
me at the address mentioned below with the documentary proof within
10 days from the publication of this notice, failing which it shall be
construed that such claim is waived, abandoned and thereafter no claim of
whatsoever will be entertained.

Place : Himatnagar
Date :- 17/12/2022

CMYK

Maheshkumar M. Ahuja (Advocate)
Add: “Advocate House”, B/h. Vypar
Bhavan, Nyay Mandir, Himatnagar,
Dist: Sabarkantha, Gujarat State.
Mo. 9375111112.
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Business Brief

India's growth expected to slow
in 2023-24 on the back of sharp
global slowdown

New Delhi, (IANS) India's GDP growth is on
course to print close to 7 per cent this year in 202223, foreign brokerage, JP Morgan said in a report.
While buoyant, it would still leave output about 7
per cent below its pre-pandemic potential trend,
reflective of impact of the pandemic and adverse
terms of trade shock from higher commodity prices
in 2022.
Growth is expected to slow in 2023-24, on the
back of a sharp global slowdown, which is weighing on exports, and the progressive fiscal and monetary policy normalization at home, JP Morgan said.
That said, corporate and bank balance sheets
appear in much better shape than in recent years.
Corporate debt/GDP is at its lowest since 2006 and
banks are far more inclined to lend. But a broader
private investment cycle will take time to fructify
amidst elevated global uncertainty, slowing growth,
tightening monetary conditions, manufacturing
utilization rates still less than 80 per cent, the report added.
The Current Account Deficit (CAD) is on track to
print above 3 per cent of GDP this year as exports
have slowed and imports remain very sticky; bringing the CAD back to sustainable levels will have to
be a key policy imperative in 2023.

TN procures 1.5 L tonne paddy
more than previous year
Chennai, Dec 17 (IANS) Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies
minister on Friday said that the state has procured
1.5 lakh tonnes more paddy than what was purchased last year during the kuruvuai season.
In a statement, the minister said that a total of
8.54 lakh tonnes of paddy was procured during this
kuruvai season which is 1.5 lakh tonnes more than
the previous year.
The state government is also planning to open
3500 Direct Procurement Centres (DPCs) for the
samba and thalady paddy from the farmers during
the current season. The minister said that of these
3500 DPCs, 650 centres are in Thanjavur district.
The paddy-producing districts like Tiruvarur
would get 525 DPCs while 175 would come up in
Nagapattinam and Myladuthurai districts. As many
as 250 will function in Cuddalore district for procuring Samba and Thalady paddy from farmers.The
statement also said that the DPCs are equipped with
moisture measuring machines, tarpaulin sheets, and
gunny bags that are required for storing paddy procured from the farmers.

Global mobile ad spend to reach
$362 bn in 2023
New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS) As mobile captures
share of ad wallet, global mobile ad spend is expected to reach $362 billion in 2023, a new report
has shown.
According to data.ai report, mobile will take over
the share of advertising wallet as more time than
ever before is spent in apps, with total hours on the
track to surpass four trillion on Android phones
alone in 2022.
In 2022, the global mobile ad spend was $336
billion.Moreover, the report also said that the economic headwinds and privacy regulations will
dampen mobile gaming spend in 2022 and 2023.
Consumer spend in mobile gaming will drop -5
per cent in 2022 to $110 billion from the consumer
squeeze due to the economic downturn.In 2023, 14
more titles will join the coveted $2 billion app club.
About 11 of the 14 titles in the app store on gaming are expected to surpass $2 billion in consumer
spending.Seven apps and games will join the $3
billion app club in 2023, according to the report.

Apple expected to launch 15.5inch MacBook Air next year
San Francisco, Dec 17 (IANS) Apple is developing a 15.5-inch MacBook Air that could launch in
the spring of 2023, a media report said.
According to display analyst Ross Young, the
production on panels designed for the new
MacBook Air will start in the first quarter of 2023,
reports MacRumors.Sized between the 14 and 16inch MacBook Pro models, it will be the largest
MacBook Air to date.While Young said that its display will be 15.5 inches, he previously said it would
be around 15.2 inches.It is expected to feature a
MagSafe charging port, an upgraded speaker system and a 1080p camera.The new MacBook Air is
expected to be available with M2 and M2 Pro chip
options.Moreover, the 15-inch MacBook Air is likely
to feature the same general design as the 13-inch
MacBook Air that was released last year with flat
edges, a large Force Touch trackpad, a keyboard with
function keys and more.

Musk offering people to invest
in Twitter at original $54.20 per
share
San Francisco, Dec 17 (IANS) Elon Musk is aiming to get more investors for Twitter at the original
$54.20 per share price, at which he acquired the
company for $44 billion.
According to news portal Semafor, Musk's
money manager Jared Birchall has reached out to
potential investors, "offering shares of Twitter at the
same price, $54.20, that Musk paid to take the company private in October".
"Over recent weeks we've received numerous
inbound requests to invest in Twitter," Birchall wrote
to investors in an email seen by Semafor.
"Accordingly, we are pleased to announce a follow-on equity offering for common shares at the
original price and terms, targeting a year-end close,"
the email read.

Jet airways CEO gets stuck in
traffic jam, tweets
New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS) Stuck for more than
45 minutes in mid-night traffic, Jet Airways CEO
Sanjiv Kapoor, while leaving from IGI terminal-3 towards Gurugram, blamed masses of trucks heading
out of Delhi to Gurugram.
"It has taken 45 minutes to get from DEL T3 parking to the right turn under the highway to get onto
NH-48 towards Gurgaon. And we have been stuck
at this spot here for at least 15 minutes at 12.39
a.m.," he tweeted on Friday.
Kapoor even tagged Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari in his video flagging the
slow movement of traffic around the airport.
"The culprit: masses of trucks heading out of
Delhi on NH48, and one car parked facing the wrong
direction on the left lane of the highway with headlights on but no driver. This video at 12.45am," his
tweet read.
"As we approach the Haryana border, trucks randomly parked in the middle of the highway, not
even on the leftmost lane. How many accidents,
how many lives lost due to accidents caused by this?
Can this not be controlled?," he said in another
tweet.
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Around 600 factories in Kolkata operate
without fire NOCs: Audit report

News

in a Nutshell

ED files chargesheet against
bank official, others in PMLA
case
New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS) The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on Friday said it has filed a
chargesheet at a Calcutta court against a bank official and others in connection with a money laundering case.
It has been alleged that the accused persons in
connivance with the unknown bank officials had
conspired to defraud and cheat the Andhra Bank to
the tune of Rs 17.41 crore.
The chargesheet was filed against Tarak Nath
Banerjee, the then Branch Manager, Andhra Bank
(now Union Bank of India), Atanu Roy and Goutam
Sengupta, Director, Goutam Sengupta, Utpal Roy, CA,
Mainak Krishna Ghosh, the then empanelled advocate of Andhra Bank, Satyen Banerjee, the then
empanelled advocate of Andhra Bank; and Sweet
Melody Entertainment Company Ltd. represented
by Atanu Roy & Goutam Sengupta for the offence
of money laundering.

NIA files supplementary
chargesheet in case related to
CPI (Maoist) activities
New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS) The National Investigation Agency (NIA) on Friday filed a supplementary chargesheet against a accused in a case related
to CPI (Maoist) activities in Cachar district of Assam
at a special court in Guwahati.
The supplementary chargesheet was filed
against Samrat Chakraborty a.k.a. Nirman under
section 120B of IPC and sections 18, 20, 38 of UA (P)
Act. The case pertains to arrest of two senior
CPI(Maoist) leaders namely Arun Kumar
Bhattacharjee a.k.a. Kanchan Da and Kajal Urang
a.k.a. Akash Urang from Cachar district of Assam.The
case was initially registered at Crime Branch PS, City
Guwahati, Kamrup (Metro), Assam and re-registered
by the NIA on March 16, 2022. Earlier, the NIA had
chargesheeted six accused on September 2.

Delhi: Man jumps from rooftop
after throwing child
New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS) A man jumped from
the rooftop of his house in South Delhi's Kalkaji area
shortly after throwing his two-year-old child, police
said on Saturday, adding that the two have been
hospitalised.
The 30-year-old man has been identified as Man
Singh, a resident of Sanjay Colony near Okhla.
According to a senior police official, the Kalkaji
police station received information at 10.38 p.m. on
Friday night that a person had jumped from the
rooftop of his house after throwing down one child.
"Acting on the information, a police team rushed
to the spot and found tha t Man Singh had allegedly jumped down from the rooftop at a height of
about 21 feet after throwing down his minor son.

Minister of State- Home, Industries | Transport, Youth, Sports Harsh Sanghvi attended the 33rd Banas
Trophy 2022-23 in Surat, organised by Players of Banaskantha.

Mumbai, Dec 17 (IANS)
Accusing the Shiv Sena
(UBT ) leaders of making
controversial remarks on
the birthplace of Dr B. R.
Ambedkar, the ruling ally
Bharatiya Janata Party
started its 'maafi maang'
(Beg Forgiveness) demonstrations in Mumbai, here on
Saturday.The agitation is
happening simultaneously
as the Opposition Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) and
around 50 parties and
groups also launched their
mega-procession in south
Mumbai
on
various
issues.State BJP President

Chandrashekhar
Bawankule, BJP Mumbai
President Ashish Shelar, senior leader Pravin Darekar
and others are spearheading the protests along with
thousands of party workers
waving black flags and placards, raising slogans and
condemning the Sena (UBT)
at different places in the city.
They have condemned
the Sena (UBT)'s attempts to
raise doubts on the birthplace of Dr. Ambedkar, the
Chief Architect of the Indian
Constitution and champion
of the depressed classes.
"We have sent Sena

(UBT ) MP Sanjay Raut a
couple of official publications authored by BJP MLC
Bhai Girkar on the life of Dr
Ambedkar and urge him to
read it to understand history... There are attempts to
rewrite history and it is not
acceptable to us. They must
ask for forgiveness from the
people," said Shelar.The BJP
leaders also slammed the
comments of Sena (UBT )
Deputy Leader and firebrand orator Sing Hindu
Gods, saints, the Varkaris etc
and demanded to know
"why is Uddhav Thackeray
keeping mum on all this".

Gandhinagar, Dec 17
(IANS) In the run-up to the
recently-concluded Gujarat
Assembly elections, the
state government had announced constituting a
committee to study various
aspects of the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC).
The state government
promised that all recommendations made by the

Students participate hurdle race during Annual Sport Day function of Patna
Women's College, on Saturday.UNI

Three-day retrospective on Brazilian
filmmaker Joao Moreira Salles from Dec 19

BJP leaders visit Saran, Tar Kishore
says spirit seized by police used
Patna, Dec 17 (IANS)
While a political war is going
on between the 'Grand Alliance' and the BJP during the
winter session in Bihar
Vidhan Sabha over the Saran liquor tragedy, some BJP
leaders visited Mashrakh in
the district to analyse the
ground situation.
Former Deputy Chief
Minister Tar Kishore Prasad,
who was among them, said
that the majority of the victims died after consuming
one type of liquor.
"The deaths happened
due to the consumption of
one type of liquor in
Mashrakh, Isuapur, and
Amnaur blocks. The liquor
was not distributed by a per-

son but a gang involved in
the manufacturing and sale
of liquor. It was made
through spirits seized by
Saran police and kept in the
police station. It is a big
proof that the entire incident was executed in a wellplanned manner and local
police were involved in it,"
he claimed.
"There are many loopholes in the liquor prohibition law. When we were in
power, we raised this issue
before the Chief Minister to
rectify things. "As the toll is
rising every day, local police
are applying pressure on
the family members to cremate or bury the dead bodies as soon as possible.

Lucknow, Dec 17 (IANS)
With the BJP apparently preparing to bring in the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) before
the 2024 general elections,
the political cauldron over
the issue has started simmering.
The BJP wants to bring
in the UCC in order to
polarise voters on religious
lines and keep the tide in its
favour.However,
the
Samajwadi Party, the main
opposition force in Uttar
Pradesh, has said that it will
strongly oppose a move to
implement the UCC.SP
President Akhilesh Yadav
said: "The BJP deliberately

Gujarat BJP links UCC to women's
rights, but kept its counsel during polls
committee will be incorporated when the bill is prepared. The committee will
be headed by a retired Supreme Court or High Court
judge.Surprisingly, the issue
was never touched by the
BJP during its two-monthlong campaign for the Assembly polls and why the
party did not encash on the
issue, is puzzling Shamshad

New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS)
The Centre on Saturday extended the last date for receipt of feedback and comments on the Digital Personal Data Protection Bill,
2022, till January 2, 2023.
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) published the
Digital Personal Data Protection Bill, 2022, along with an
Explanatory note, which was
released by it on its website
on November 18, 2022.
"Feedback from the
public was sought by December 17, 2022. In response to the requests received from several stakeholders, the Ministry has

student uprisings in Paris to
the end of the Prague
Spring.
ire', to be screened on
December 20 is a documentary about Brazilian pianist
Nelson Freire and his relationship with music. The retrospective will come to an
end on December 21 with
Santiago, which follows the
man who used to work for
the director and his parents
as a butler. The films will be
presented by film critic
Murtaza Ali Khan who has
curated the retrospective

Minister Sujit Basu, the fire
safety audit was conducted
on Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee's instructions after
a number of fire incidents at
factories and warehouses in
the congested areas were
reported.The report also reveals that besides running
without requisite clearance
from the state fire services
department, the minimum
fire safety norms are not followed in such 600 odd factories and warehouses.
"Many of the workers employed with such factories
and warehouses stay within
the factory premises where
they cook food without
maintaining the minimum
safety norms. This is a dangerous syndrome considering that highly inflammable
articles are often stocked
there.

Mumbai: BJP starts 'maafi maango' With an eye on its Muslim vote
agitation, targets MVA leaders bank, SP set to strongly oppose UCC

Pathan, an advocate and
human rights activist.
The UCC aims to give
equal rights to Muslim
women, from which they are
deprived under the separate religious law, there is no
need to worry or be concerned about its negative
impact, says Mohsin
Lokhandwala, the Gujarat
BJP Minority Cell President.

IT Ministry extends deadline for
feedback on Digital Data Bill to Jan 2

New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS)
The Embassy of Brazil, in collaboration with the Indian
Habitat Centre (IHC) is hosting screenings of three
documentary films by the
Brazilian documentary filmmaker Joao Moreira Salles.
The opening film of the
three-day retrospective that
starts on December 19 is 'No
Intenso Agora', analyses and
compares images of the political upheavals of the
1960s, from the military
coup in Brazil to China's Cultural Revolution, from the

Kolkata, Dec 17 (IANS)
Several congested pockets
in the city are virtually sitting over mini-volcanoes as
around 600 small factories
and warehouses operate
without requisite clearances
from the West Bengal fire
services department, as per
a recent fire safety audit report.
What is even more
alarming is that most of
these factories and warehouses are located in extremely congested pockets
in the city like Tangra,
Rajabazar, Khidirpur, Tiljala
and Topsia areas, where the
task of extinguishing any
major fire is a herculean task
considering the extremely
narrow approach- ways for
the fire tenders.
According to the state
Fire Services Department

for the embassy. noted Brazilian documentarian who
was born in 1962 in Rio de
Janeiro. He is an award-winning film director and producer. He founded the influential Piaui magazine in Brazil in 2006.Speaking about
the retrospective, Andre
Aranha Correa Do Lago, the
Ambassador of Brazil to India said, "The movies of Joao
Moreira Salles show creative
and original narrative approaches about Brazil's role
and perspective on universal themes.

decided to extend the last
date for receipt of comments till January 2, 2023,"
said the Ministry.The MeitY
has been deliberating on
various aspects of digital
personal data and its protection, and has formulated
a draft bill -- The Digital Personal Data Protection Bill,
2022. The purpose of the
draft bill is to provide for the
processing of digital personal data in a manner that
recognises both the right of
individuals to protect their
personal data and the need
to process personal data for
lawful purposes, and for
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.

Even under the Sharia
law, women does have a
right in the ancestral property, but it is not equal rights
to male, with the UCC they
will be entitled for equal
rights, even in adoption case
it will give more clarity. In
marriage, divorce, alimony,
this law will be protecting
Muslim women rights, said
Lokhandwala.

a donation of Rs 135 crore
from the Communist Party
of China for the Rajiv Gandhi
Foundation."
"The Modi government
has given a free hand to the
Army... if you (Rahul Gandhi)
don't know about Indian
Army then don't speak. India
is safe and in safe hands, for
this Congress is having a
stomach ache," Rathore said,
adding that the Indian Army
is "fully prepared" today.
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Friday said that
China is preparing for war,
and he accused the government of playing down the
threat from Beijing. The

oppose the UCC which, in
any case, "is BJP's yet another tool against minorities, mainly Muslims".
The Samajwadi Party
knows that, at present, other
political outfits in the state
are not in a position to take
on the BJP and the SP alone
can put up a spirited fight
on the issue.
SP spokesman Abdul
Hafiz Gandhi said: "India is a
country that is known for its
diversity of traditions and
cultures. We are known for
bringing unity in this diversity. The Uniform Civil Code
goes against the unifying
concept of diversity.

AAP govt's response sought on plea
seeking salary for temple pujaris
New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS)
The Delhi High Court has
sought AAP government's
response on a plea seeking
direction to introduce salary
for pujaris and pandits in
temples as being given to
imams, maulvis of masjids in
the city.
A division bench
headed by Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma heard the
arguments.The plea stated
that the city government
has been paying millions to

the Delhi Waqf Board for the
payment of salaries to
imams, maulvis, and other
members of masjids across
the national capital.
The pujaris of all the
temples in Delhi are not
compensated in any way, it
said, adding that by not paying them, Articles 14 and 27
of the Indian Constitution
are being violated.
The plea argued that it
is the government's duty to
be secular.

Gujarat BJP's Mehsana Corporator
booked for giving 'triple talaq' to wife
Mehsana (Gujarat), Dec
17 (IANS) Mehsana BJP's
corporator Salim Noor
Mohammad Vora has been
booked on charges of giving instant talaq to his wife
of 22 years.
The coporator has been
booked under various sections of The Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights in Marriage) Act 2019, Dowry Prohibition Act and other sections of Indian Penal Code.
In her complaint with
the division Police station,
Salim's wife Siddiqiban has
alleged, "In April, and recently in July, August and
September my husband

BJP MP hit out at Rahul Gandhi for
China's war preparation comment

New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS)
BJP MP Rajyavardhan
Rathore hit out at Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi for his
comments that China is
prepping for war against India. Rathore has said that
Rahul Gandhi's maternal
grandfather was sleeping
when India lost 37,000 sq
km of land to China.
BJP national spokesperson Rathore, while addressing the media here, said,
"Rahul Gandhi's maternal
grandfather was sleeping
when China came inside our
border. Rahul Gandhi knows
what China is going to do...
Gandhi family also received

rakes up such issues to create a rift in the society.
Samajwadi Party follows the
politics of harmony, the politics of socialising with each
other which 'Netaji' (SP patron Mulayam Singh Yadav)
taught us. The SP will never
support such bills and will
strongly oppose it."
Akhilesh Yadav is in an
upbeat mood after his party
won the Mainpuri seat and
his alliance partner, the
Rashtriya Lok Dal, trounced
the BJP in Khatauli assembly
seat.A senior party leader
said that in order to retain its
M-Y (Muslim Yadav) vote
bank, the SP will strongly

troops of two countries recently clashed at the Line of
Actual Control in Arunachal
Pradesh.
"The threat from China is
clear.They are making offensive preparations for war,
not incursions. I have been
saying this for the last two
years, but the government is
trying to hide this or is ignoring it. However, this
threat can neither be hidden nor ignored," Rahul
Gandhi said at a press conference in Jaipur on the
100th day of his Baharat
Jodo Yatra.

gave me triple Talaq verbally. He had also recorded
it on his mobile. He also circulated a letter announcing
the same among the family
and relatives of both sides.
My in-laws supported him
and tortured me so that I
leave my husband's house."
She said that in the last
few months, she has submitted at least half-a-dozen applications to Mehsana District Superintendent of Police, and even division police
station complaining about
harassment and mental torture by husband and inlaws. Siddiqiban got married
to Salim Vohra in 2000, and

they have two children.
While their elder daughter
Ilsa is 21-years-old, the son
died six years ago. During 22
years of married life, her husband had taken huge
money
from
the
complainant's brothers on
several occasions.
Vohra, who is a corporator from ward number 10 of
Mehsana nagar palika, is
also a practising advocate in
lower courts. He practises at
Ahmedabad rural court,
where he has an assistant
named
Reshmaben
Chauhan with whom her
husband has an affair, the
wife alleged.

Six members of a family
charred to death in Telangana
Hyderabad, Dec 17
(IANS) Six members of a
family were charred to
death when their house in
Telangana's Macherial district caught fire, police said
on Saturday.
The tragedy occurred
in Venkatapur village of
Mandamarri mandal past
midnight.
The fire broke out in
the house of Shivaiah
when all the victims were
asleep, the police said.
Shivaiah (50), his wife
Padma (45), Padma's
nephew Mounika (23), her

two daughters and another relative Shantaiah
(52), an employee of
Singareni Collieries, were
burnt alive.
On receiving of the information, fire fighting
personnel rushed to the
scene and doused the fire.
The house was completely gutted. Deputy
Commissioner of Police
Akhil Mahajan said that a
short circuit is suspected
to have resulted in the fire.
He said the exact cause will
be known after a thorough
investigation.

IISc research team develops
germ-destroying air filters

New Delhi, Dec 17 (IANS)
A newly-developed air filter
supported by special grants
from Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB)
can deactivate the germs,
'self-cleaning' them out of
the system, using ingredients commonly found in
green tea.
A research team led by
Suryasarathi Bose and
Kaushik Chatterjee at the
Indian Institute of Science
(IISc), Bangalore, developed
germ-destroying air filters
that can inactivate germs
using ingredients like
polyphenols
and
polycationic polymers com-

monly found in green tea.
These 'green' ingredients
rupture the microbes
through
site-specific
binding.Impure air might
make our life shorter to the
extent that Indians lose 5-10
years of their lives because
of air-borne contaminants
leading to respiratory diseases, adversely affecting
physical health as well as
mental health, according to
a report by University of
Chicago.The research was
supported by special grants
from SERB during the challenging Covid-19 pandemic
and
SERB-Technology
Translation Awards (SERB-

TETRA) funds and a patent
has been filed on this.
Over continuous usage,
the existing air filters become a breeding ground for
captured germs.The growth
of these germs clog the
pores of the filter, reducing
the life of the filters.
Resuspension of these
germs can infect people in
the vicinity. The novel antimicrobial air filters were
tested at the National Accreditation Board for Testing
and Calibration Laboratories and were found to deactivate SARS-CoV-2 (delta
variant) with an efficiency of
99.24 per cent.
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Jharkhand Pradesh Congress Committee (JPCC) President Rajesh Thakur along
with former Union Minister Subodh Kant Sahay and Congress workers during
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ in Ranchi on Saturday.UNI

