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New Delhi, May 19
(IANS) Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
embarked on a six-day visit
to Japan, Papua New Guinea
and Australia to attend
three key multilateral sum-
mits, including that of the
G7. While leaving for Japan’s
Hiroshima, the Prime Minis-
ter in a statement said, “I will
leave for Hiroshima, Japan
to attend the G7 Summit
under the Japanese Presi-
dency at the invitation of
Fumio Kishida, Prime Minis-
ter of Japan.”

State CM Bhupendra Patel  and State Cabinet
members left in Volvo to reach Ekta Nagar for
Chintan Shibir. Chief Secretary, Senior Secretaries
Collector, District Development Officers and other
officials left for the Statue of Unity on Friday.

CANNES, Indian actress Aishwarya Rai
Bachchan poses during a photocall at the 76th edi-
tion of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, south-
ern France, on May 18, 2023. UNI

A security personnel along with sniffer dog patrols in Srinagar on Friday.
ahead of the G20 meeting in Kashmir, UNI

Delhi court
reserves order on
CBI sup. charge
sheet against
Sisodia

New Delhi, May 19
(IANS) A Delhi court on Fri-
day reserved its order on the
cognisance of the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
supplementary charge
sheet against former
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia and three
others in connection with
the excise policy case.

Arjun Pandey, Butchi
Babu Gorantla and
Amanadeep Dhal are the
three others mentioned in
CBI’s charge sheet. Special
Judge M. K. Nagpal listed it
for pronouncement of order
on May 27.

Akhilesh
threatens stir
over cut in OBC
reservation

Lucknow, May 19 (IANS)
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav has threat-
ened a statewide agitation
against the Yogi Adityanath
government to ensure that
the Other Backward Castes
(OBC) get their due share.

Taking a serious note of
a sharp decrease in the allo-
cation of OBC seats for re-
cruitment to gram
panchayat adhikari,
Akhilesh said that this was a
result of BJP’s anti reserva-
tion mindset. “The UP Sub-
ordinate Services Selection
Commission (UPSSSC) has
issued an advertisement
which states 9.5 per cent
posts of gram panchayat
adhikari have been reserved
for the OBC. The reservation
allotted to OBCs as per rules
is 27 per cent.

LU girl student
complains
against abusive
boys on campus

Lucknow, May 19 (IANS)
A girl student of the
Lucknow University (LU) has
lodged a written complaint
against residents of
Habibullah boys’ hostel for
using inappropriate lan-
guage and hurling abuses at
her in the Tagore Library af-
ter an argument.

Acting on the complaint,
the LU proctor board has
ordered a probe into the in-
cident that occurred on
Thursday and carried out a
search in the boys’ hostel.

According to a witness,
the incident took place
when the complainant, an
undergraduate student, was
in the Tagore Library’s read-
ing room and had kept a
book on the chair to reserve
it. When she returned from
the washroom, she found a
boy sitting on her seat to
which she objected.

Mamata not to
attend Ktk CM’s
swearing-in ceremony

Kolkata, May 19 (IANS)
West Bengal Chief Minister
and Trinamool Congress
president Mamata Banerjee
will not attend the swear-
ing-in ceremony of
Karnataka chief minister-
designate Siddaramaiah
and deputy CM D.K.
Shivakumar on Saturday.

Instead, Trinamool Con-
gress Lok Sabha member Dr
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar will
attend the event, informed
the party’s leader in the
Rajya Sabha, Derek O’Brien
on Friday. Political observers
feel that this is yet another
indication of her growing
distance from Congress de-
spite the latter’s thumping
victory in the Karnataka
elections. Incidentally, after
the Karnataka results were
out, Mamata Banerjee con-
gratulated the people for
the verdict, but remained
totally silent on the Con-
gress and Rahul Gandhi
even when she was asked
by the media persons on
this.

New Delhi, May 19 (IANS)
The Supreme Court-ap-
pointed committee headed
by retired judge A.M. Sapre
probing the Adani-
Hindenburg controversy
said taking into account ex-
planations provided by Sebi
(Securities and Exchange
Board of India), supported by
empirical data, prima facie, it
would not be possible for the
committee to conclude
there has been a regulatory
failure around the allegation
of price.

The committee said Sebi
has also found that some
entities have taken short po-
sitions prior to the publica-
tion of the Hindenburg re-
port and have profited from
squaring off their positions
after the price crashed upon
publication of the report.

The committee noted
that it was submitted by Sebi
that while the price of shares
of Adani Enterprises Ltd.
(AEL) rose, no evident pat-
tern of manipulative contri-
bution to price rise could be
attributed to any single en-
tity or group of connected
entities. The committee said
it is apparent that Sebi was
actively engaged with devel-
opments and price move-
ments in the market.

“It would not be pos-
sible to return a finding of
regulatory failure...since
SEBI has an active and work-
ing surveillance framework

No evident pattern of manipulative contribution
to price rise: SC panel on Adani-Hindenburg row

New Delhi, May 19
(IANS) The Supreme Court
on Friday put on hold the
Allahabad High Court direc-
tions allowing scientific sur-
vey and carbon-dating of a
Shivling found inside the
Gyanvapi mosque complex
last year.

Senior advocate Huzefa
Ahmadi, representing the
masjid committee, submit-
ted before a bench headed
by Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud that the car-
bon dating and the scien-
tific survey is supposed to
start on Monday, as per the
order passed by the high
court and urged the court to
not allow it, as the apex
court’s summer vacation
will begin.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, representing the
Uttar Pradesh government
and the central govern-
ment, submitted that “as an
officer of the court my con-
cern is that by doing the ex-
ercise as per high court or-
der, if there is some damage
to the structure, which one
side says it is a Shivling and
the other side says it is a
fountain. If there is damage,
we will have to see how (the
exercise) can be...can con-
sider that it ( the scientific
survey) may await your lord-
ships adjudication...and it
would be better, if your lord-
ships pass an order”, said

SC puts on hold Allahabad HC direction for scientific
survey of Shivling inside Gyanvapi mosque

PM Modi embarks on three-nation visit
He said it will be a plea-

sure to meet Prime Minister
Kishida again after his re-
cent visit to India for the In-
dia-Japan Summit.

“My presence in this G7
Summit is particularly
meaningful as India holds
the G20 Presidency this year.
I look forward to exchang-
ing views with the G7 coun-
tries and other invited part-
ners on challenges that the
world faces and the need to
collectively address them. I
would also be holding bilat-
eral meetings with some of

the leaders attending the
Hiroshima G7 Summit,” the
Prime Minister said.

Modi said that from Ja-
pan, he will be visiting Port
Moresby, Papua New
Guinea.

“This will be my first visit,
as also the first ever visit by
any Indian Prime Minister, to
Papua New Guinea. I will
host on 22 May 2023 the 3rd
Summit of the Forum for In-
dia -Pacific Islands Coopera-
tion (FIPIC III Summit) jointly
with James Marape, Prime
Minister of Papua New
Guinea. I am grateful that all
14 Pacific Island Countries
(PIC) have accepted the in-
vitation to attend this im-
portant Summit.”

He said, “FIPIC had been
launched during my visit to
Fiji in 2014, and I look for-
ward to engaging with the
PIC Leaders on issues that
bring us together, such as
climate change and sustain-
able development, capacity
building and training, health

and well-being, infrastruc-
ture and economic develop-
ment”.

“Apart from the FIPIC
engagements, I look for-
ward to my bilateral interac-
tions with Papua New
Guinea Governor General
Sir Bob Dadae, Prime Minis-
ter Marape and some of the
other PIC Leaders partici-
pating in the Summit,” the
Prime Minister said.

Commenting on his visit
to Australia, the Prime Min-
ister said, “I will be travelling
to Sydney, Australia at the
invitation of Prime Minister
Albanese. I look forward to
our bilateral meeting, which
will be an opportunity to
take stock of our bilateral
ties and follow up on our
first India-Australia Annual
Summit held in New Delhi in
March this year.”

He will also interact with
Australian CEOs and busi-
ness leaders, and meet the
Indian community in
Sydney at a special event.

to take notice of high price
and volume movements
and has applied itself to the
data generated by such sur-
veillance, applying objective
criteria, to consider if the in-
tegrity of the natural price
discovery process has been
manipulated,” noted the
committee. The report said
in the case of the Adani
stocks, 849 alerts were gen-
erated by the system, and
were considered by stock
exchanges resulting in four

reports to Sebi two well
prior to the Hindenburg Re-
port and two after January
24, 2023.

“In all the four reports,
the stock exchanges consid-
ered the factors...and prima
facie, found no evidence of
any artificiality to the price
rise and did not find mate-
rial to attribute the rise to
any single entity or group of
connected entities,” said the
report. The committee said
Sebi has explained the

analysis done, taking the
example of Adani Enter-
prises Ltd., breaking the
trading data into four
“patches” (periods of time)
where the stock price rose
significantly. The committee
said in a nutshell, no pattern
of artificial trading or “wash
trades” among the same
parties’ multiple times was
found. “In one of the patches
where the price rose, the
FPIS under investigation
were net sellers. One invest-

ing entity that had pur-
chased across the patches
had purchased far more of
other securities. On March 2
this year, the apex court con-
stituted the expert commit-
tee headed by Justice
Abhay Manohar Sapre, a
former judge of the Su-
preme Court, and compris-
ing: O.P. Bhatt, Justice J.P.
Devadhar (retired), K.V.
Kamath, Nandan Nilekani,
and advocate Somashekhar
Sundaresan. —IANS

Mehta.
After hearing submis-

sions, the apex court issued
notice on the plea by masjid
committee. The Chief Justice
said the high court order
would require closer scru-

tiny, “we direct that the
implementations of the di-
rections in the May 12 order
of the high court shall stand
deferred to the next date...”.

Advocate Vishnu Jain,
representing the Hindu side,

submitted that four experts
of the ASI have given a re-
port that the structure will
not be damaged at all and
urged the court to call for
the report from the ASI.
Mehta said “we may also

find out if there is some
other technology...”.

The Chief Justice said:
“We are not averse to calling
for report...we just felt from
the solicitor’s submissions,
let them consider the situa-
tion.. they will also consult
the ASI in the meantime...
Let the government also
consider what options

are... these are matters
where one has to tread a
little carefully, let us defer it
right now”.

Huzefa submitted that
while an appeal filed by the
Committee of Management
of Anjuman Intezamia
Masjid challenging the
Varanasi court order on the
issue of maintainability was
still pending, an order for
carbon dating was allowed
by the high court.

Earlier this month, the
Allahabad High Court di-
rected the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) to carry
out a “scientific survey” of
the “Shivling” in Gyanvapi
mosque to ascertain its age.
The high court asked the ASI
to ensure that no damage is
done to the structure during
the survey. A single bench of
Justice Arvind Kumar Mishra
was responding to a peti-
tion filed by the Hindu side,
demanding carbon dating
of the Shivling. The ASI had
submitted its report in a
sealed envelope.

—IANS

Pressure mounts on Congress high
command for more DyCM posts in K’taka

5-month pregnant woman
found dead in Bihar

Patna, May 19 (IANS) A five-month pregnant
woman was found dead in her house in Bihar’s Arwal
district on Friday under mysterious circumstances.

But the victim’s father Ram Lakhan Paswan and
brother Ravindra have blamed her in-laws, saying that
they allegedly strangled her and then hung her from
the ceiling fan.

“My sister, Tetari (30), married Santosh Paswan, a
native of Sakri village, in 2011. She also has a 6-year-
old daughter. My sister’s husband and his father have
been demanding dowry since the marriage. We have
given them as per our financial capacity but they were
still demanding for more,” Ravindra Paswan said.

“They left Tetari at our house in Masadpur village
some five months ago. But 15 days ago, they came
again and requested us to send her back. But they
strangled my sister on Thursday night and hanged
her from the ceiling fan,” Paswan said.

In a statement to the police, the victim’s daughter
Geeta Kumari claimed that her father and grandfa-
ther used to beat her.

“We have registered an FIR against the in-laws of
Tetari Paswan. They are absconding now. We are mak-
ing efforts to nab them,” said an officer of the Sadar
police station in Arwal.

—IANS

him for the swearing-in cer-
emony. Both the leaders will
also meet former party chief
Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra to invite them
for the ceremony.

Meanwhile, UPA chair-
person Sonia Gandhi, who is
in Himachal Pradesh’s
Shimla is likely to miss the
swearing-in ceremony on
Saturday, the party sources
indicated here.

On Thursday, both the
leaders returned to
Bengaluru after the Con-
gress ended suspense on
the chief ministerial post,
following a series of meet-
ings for the top post in the
last three days.

After announcement by
party, both the leaders re-
turned to Bengaluru and
held the CLP meeting and
also met Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot to
stake claim to form the gov-
ernment.

Siddaramaiah, Shivakumar in Delhi
to invite leaders for discuss cabinet
New Delhi, May 19

(IANS) Karnataka CM desig-
nate Siddaramaiah and
Deputy CM designate D.K.
Shivakumar on Friday ar-
rived in the national capital
and are scheduled to meet
and invite senior party lead-
ers for the swearing-in cer-
emony scheduled on Satur-
day. Siddaramaiah and
Shivakumar both arrived in
the national capital on Fri-
day afternoon.

Siddaramaiah, who is
the LoP in the outgoing As-
sembly went to a hotel,
while Karnataka Congress
chief D.K. Shivakumar went
to his brother and party MP
D.K. Suresh’s residence.

Speaking to the media,
Shivakumar said, “Have
come here to invite all the
senior leaders, including
Rahul Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi,
party president Mallikarjun
Kharge, Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra and others. They all

have given their sweat and
proper directions. And I
wanted to invite them per-
sonally.” He said later we will
discuss the cabinet forma-
tion. When asked about who
all have been invited for the
swearing-in ceremony,
Shivakumar said, “We have
asked Khargeji to take care
of that.” He also said, “Five
guarantees were made by
the Congress and I want the
guarantees to be an-
nounced for the people by
the party President Kharge
and former President’s
Rahul Gandhi. Rahul Gandhi
came and gave the guaran-
tees, even Priyanka Gandhi
came and gave ‘Gruha
Lakshmi’ guarantee and
others. So I want to ensure
that all guarantees are
cleared in the first cabinet.”

Both of them are sched-
uled to meet Kharge later in
the day to discuss the new
state cabinet and also invite

“This time the commu-
nity has to be given a Depu-
ty Chief Minister’s post,” he
said According to sources,
he is lobbying for a top port-
folio in the new Karnataka
government for his daugh-
ter Roopa Shashidhar, an
MLA from Kolar district.

Muniyappa won from
the Devanahalli seat this
time.   The sources also said
that senior Congress leaders
have reached New Delhi
and are lobbying for top
portfolios.

Ediga Mahamandala
President Pranavananda
Swamiji has urged that Bil-
lava and Ediga communities
should be given proper rep-
resentation.

The community leaders
should get the excise port-
folio, Swamiji added.

—IANS

Bengaluru, May 19
(IANS) Pressure is mounting
on AICC President Mallikar-
juna Kharge from senior
Congress leaders in Karna-
taka to create more posts of
the Deputy Chief Minister.

The AICC has an-
nounced only one Deputy
Chief Minister (DCM) post
for Karnataka which will be
taken up by the party’s state
president, D.K. Shivakumar.

Some of the senior lead-
ers who have made the de-
mand are G. Parameshwara,
Shamanur Shivashankarap-
pa, Satish Jarkiholi, M.B. Pa-
til and Ramalinga Reddy.

Parameshwara said that
the party should consider
him for the post, adding that

it should also consider the
request of oppressed class-
es who have voted for Con-
gress.  “It is better to consid-
er the request in this regard
before the community re-
sponds,” he said.

The supporters of Rama-
linga Reddy and communi-
ty leaders have claimed that
their leader is more senior
than Shivakumar and Chief
Ministerial candidate Sid-
daramaiah.  They further as-
serted that Ramalinga Red-
dy won more elections than
Shivakumar and Siddarama-
iah and hence he should be
considered for the post of
Deputy Chief Minister.
Meanwhile, former Union
Minister K.H. Muniyappa
said that for the past 20
years, the demand was be-
ing made for a Dalit Chief
Minister.

Minor siblings
drown in a pond
in Odisha’s
Koraput

Bhubaneswar, May 19
(IANS) In a tragic incident,
two minor siblings drowned
while bathing in a pond in
Pipalpur village under
Lamtaput block of Odisha’s
Koraput district on Friday
morning. The deceased
have been identified as Jinu
Ladanaik’s 5-year-old son
Yogesh and 10 years old
daughter Satathi.  Accord-
ing to locals, the incident
happened when the sib-
lings were taking a bath in
the village pond. It was sus-
pected that both were
slipped into deep water and
lost their lives after drown-
ing.
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Karnataka’s new govt:
A job in Bengaluru

Siddaramaiah and Shivakumar
should get to work to give
Karnataka the government it
deserves — and the change it
voted with its feet for

The resolution of the impasse after the Karnataka
victory is welcome. It is not surprising, perhaps, that
it took the Congress high command days of appar-
ently hardball negotiations with rival leaders and fac-
tions in the party to arrive at a formula acceptable to
all — Siddaramaiah will be chief minister, DK
Shivakumar remains within the tent as his “only
deputy” as well as PCC president. After all, the
Congress’s Karnataka victory was not the result of any
single factor or leader or slogan. It was the culmina-
tion of a concerted statewide effort to which many
contributed, and therefore several can now lay claim
to it. The party must ensure that the compromise
struck in Delhi does not come unstuck in Bengaluru
— after all, it can ill afford for Karnataka to go the way
of Rajasthan where its government is visibly unsettled
by the prolonged Ashok Gehlot vs Sachin Pilot attri-
tion. Going ahead, the challenge of balancing the
ambitions and aspirations within, in a state where the
Congress is still a lively political presence and robust
organisationally, will call for wisdom and skill.

Bigger challenges await the new Siddaramaiah
government. The veteran will need the formidable
political capital he has already earned — as a pan-
state leader and as an administrator who is also an
ardent proponent of governance that is sensitive to
minority concerns and the imperative of backward
caste empowerment — to address them. The rout of
the unremarkable Basavaraj Bommai government
has not just handed the Congress a famous victory, it
has also pointed to the uphill road ahead. The “40 per
cent sarkar” label that contributed to bringing it down
points not just to the BJP’s dropping of the ball on
corruption, but also to structural and systemic distor-
tions, and a narrowing vision of the public good
across governments and parties. The state which
boasts of Bangalore as the hub of technological in-
novation and entrepreneurial energy needs a gov-
ernment that can take the next steps and set the bar
higher both for the city and the state. Karnataka has
waited much too long already for a “Karnataka model”
of governance.

As the Siddaramaiah government gets down to
its job, it will also need to ensure that while address-
ing special needs, it looks upon the state’s distinct
regions and castes equally, and expands spaces for
the minority. Both the CM and his deputy belong to
south Karnataka and neither is from the so-far politi-
cally dominant Lingayat caste — the onus of fairness
and even-handedness is on the new government.
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 Tourists enjoying river rafting in Rishikesh . UNI

A BSF jawan stand guard on a road in Srinagar on Thursday as security has been tightened ahead of G20
meeting. UNI

'LG can effectively destabilise democratically elected municipal
corporation': SC on power to nominate aldermen in MCD

New Delhi, May 17 (IANS) The Su-
preme Court on Wednesday observed
that giving power to lieutenant gov-
ernor (LG) to nominate aldermen in
Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
would mean that he can destabilise
the democratically elected civic body.

A bench headed by Chief Justice
of India D.Y. Chandrachud told addi-
tional solicitor general Sanjay Jain, rep-
resenting the LG office, "is the nomi-
nation of people who have specialised

The bench, also comprising jus-
tices P.S. Narasimha and J.B. Pardiwala,
has reserved the judgment on AAP-
led Delhi government's petition to
quash the notifications of January 3
and 4, 2023, to nominate the alder-
men.

The Lieutenant Governor (LG) of-
fice, in a written response, has told the
Supreme Court that the governance of
municipalities is independent of the
regime of governance of the elected
state governments and the role of LG
as an administrator under the Delhi
Municipal Corporation (DMC) Act is
not a "mirror-image" of what is pro-
vided under the Government of Na-
tional Capital Territory of Delhi
(GNCTD Act), or Article 239AA of the

Constitution.
The LG's office, in an affidavit in the

apex court, said: "MCD is an institution
of self-government and the role of the
administrator, within the meaning of
the MCD Act is not a mirror image of
what is provided either under Article
239AA or under the GNCTD Act."

Defending his decision to nomi-
nate 10 aldermen in the Delhi munici-
pal corporation, the LG's office said the
independent mechanism of self-gov-
ernment is separate and distinct from
the mechanism/framework of the
GNCTD Act.

The affidavit said: "The spheres of
authority for the elected government
of Delhi and the Lt. Governor of NCT
of Delhi have been specifically delin-

eated under the DMC Act. It is submit-
ted that the Lt. Governor is referred to
as the Administrator in the DMC Act
and has been identified as a source of
authority, distinct from the Central
Government and the GNCTD."

The Delhi government sought
quashing of orders dated January 3
and 4, 2023, and consequent gazette
notifications, whereby the LG ap-
pointed 10 nominated members to
the Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) on his own initiative, and not on
the aid and advice of the council of
ministers.

The plea contended that nomina-
tions in question have been made un-
der Section 3(3)(b)(i) of the Delhi Mu-
nicipal Corporation Act, 1957 (DMC
Act), which provides that the MCD
should include, apart from the elected
councillors, 10 persons of not less than
25 of age and who have special knowl-
edge or experience in municipal ad-
ministration, "to be nominated by the
administrator."--IANS

knowledge in a local body is a great
concern to Union of India, that Union
of India representative
should...otherwise what happens
is...by giving this power to LG he can
effectively destabilise the democrati-
cally elected municipal corporation."

The Chief justice said: "Because
these people will sit in standing
committees...by taking 10 people of
his choice he can effectively... they
have the voting power then..."

The Chief justice said: "Because these people will sit in
standing committees...by taking 10 people of his choice
he can effectively... they have the voting power then..."

Preparations underway
at B'luru's Kanteerava
stadium for swearing-in
ceremony of CM

Bengaluru, May 17 (IANS) Prepara-
tions were in full swing on Wednesday
to get the Kanteerava Indoor Stadium
in Bengaluru ready for the swearing-
in ceremony of the new Chief Minis-
ter of Karnataka.

The workers were unloading bar-
ricades, pandals and German tents
from the truck on the premises.

Bengaluru Police Commissioner
Pratap Reddy, senior officers from
sports department visited the sta-
dium, took stock of the situation and
conducted spot inspection.

Additional Police Commissioner
Sandeep Patil, Special Traffic Police
Commissioner M.A. Saleem, Joint Po-
lice Commissioner Anucheth, VVIP
wing DCP Manjunath Babu and
Deputy Director of Sports Department
Nagaratna also visited and inspected
the stadium.Sources stated that the
swearing-in ceremony is likely to be
held at 3.30 p.m. on Thursday.

Combination of measures made Thomas
Cook to save about Rs 3.7 bn costs

By Venkatachari Jagannathan

Chennai, May 19 (IANS) A combi-
nation of measures like reducing
branch network, integrating backend
work, downsizing and digitalisation
has resulted in travel major Thomas
Cook (India) Ltd to log a cost savings
of about Rs 3.71 billion in FY23, said a
senior official.

According to him, the cost savings
will go up further and add to the
bottomline once there is 100 per cent
recovery in business that was affected
by the Covid pandemic.

While a rupee saved is a rupee
earned, Thomas Cook is also earning
good revenue from the government
business, which was not there before
the Covid pandemic.

“During the pandemic when there
was no business, we had to take a se-
ries of measures. The business in South
East Asia was shut down as there was
no business. The annual performance
review was put on hold so was the sal-
ary hikes. Further with no business we
had to let go of about 17-18 per cent
of the workforce and automated their
work by investing in technology,”
Mahesh Iyer, CEO & Executive Director,
told IANS.

Before the pandemic, Thomas
Cook had about 3,000 employees and
during the Covid period the
headcount was reduced by about 600
employees.

That apart, the backend operations
of Thomas Cook and group company
SOTC Travel Ltd were integrated elimi-
nating duplication while the frontend
operations were retained as the focus
market for the two are different, Iyer

added.
On the reduction in branch offices

Iyer said people started using digital
mode and hence the number of
branch offices were brought down to
80 from 140 in pre-pandemic. With the
business picking up, the number of
offices has gone up to 102, Iyer said.

“The investment in technology
was about $2 million,” Iyer said.

The company has achieved a 20
per cent reduction in costs as com-
pared to FY20, pre-pandemic.

Speaking about business, Iyer said
the company expects full recovery
from Covid impact in FY24 and the fo-
cus is on domestic tourism from Tier2/
3 markets. The visa problem is there for
tourists to Europe and the US which is
expected to be sorted out soon. The
company is now offering packages for

Eastern Europe, Iyer said. He said the
downturn in the Europe and the US
economy is not affecting inbound
travel as the tourists belong to a seg-
ment where they have to save to travel.
According to Iyer, the business from
the government for the company is
about 14-15 per cent. Last year the
company managed 23 events relating
to the G20 Summit in India and 20,500
customers for Khelo India. The com-
pany closed FY23 with a consolidated
revenue of about Rs 5,111 crore and a
net profit of Rs 6.46 crore. The Board
of Directors have recommended a
dividend of Rs.0.40 (Rupees Forty
paise only) per Equity Share of Re 1/-
each for the financial year ended
March 31, 2023.

(Venkatachari Jagannathan can be
reached at v.jagannathan@ians.in)

Higher tax rate to discourage many
residents from overseas travel
By Sanjeev Sharma

New Delhi, May 19 (IANS) Experts say that the
higher tax collection at source (TCS) rate of 20 per
cent on overseas remittances makes it almost man-
datory to file Indian income tax returns.

Kunal Savani, Partner, Cyril Amarchand
Mangaldas said in many past instances, persons
remitting the funds overseas (mainly for travel pur-
pose) would accept 5 per cent TCS as additional
cost and not file their Indian income tax returns.
Higher TCS rate (20 per cent makes it almost man-
datory for individuals remitting funds overseas to
file their Indian income tax returns and claim the
TCS paid either as refund or adjust it against their
tax liability.

Savani said separately, 20 per cent TCS for travel
expenses can also be seen as an indirect measure
to support our Indian tourism industry which was
the worst hit during the pandemic. This move will
discourage many residents from overseas travel-
ling and look at travel destinations within India.

The Finance Ministry in a clarification said that
instances have come to notice where the LRS pay-
ments are disproportionately high when com-
pared to the disclosed incomes.

There are no changes in medical or Education
expenses — Position stays as it was before the Fi-
nance Act 2023.

Primary Impact only on investment in assets
such as real estate, bonds, stocks outside India by

HNI and tour travel packages or gifts
to non-residents. Those individuals re-
mitting from their own funds are nor-
mally expected to be higher-income
taxpayers, and for those remitting
through institutional loans for educa-
tion, a concessional rate of 0.5 per cent
is provided.

While on a visit abroad, a person
could use international debit cards or
other methods or international credit
cards for undertaking current account
transactions. Payments by debit cards,

etc., have been treated as LRS even
earlier. Due to the exemption under
erstwhile Rule 7, expenditures through
credit cards were not accounted for
under the specified LRS limit, which
has led to some individuals exceeding
the LRS limits, the Finance Ministry
said.

Data collected from top money
remitters under LRS reveals that inter-
national credit cards are being issued
with limits in excess of the present LRS
limit of USD 2,50,000. The differential

treatment between debit cards
and credit cards needed to be
removed in the interest of uni-
formity and equity in the treat-
ment of modes of drawal of for-
eign exchange and for captur-
ing total expenditures under
LRS for prudent foreign ex-
change management and to
prevent by-passing of LRS lim-
its. RBI had written to the gov-
ernment on more than one oc-
casion, pointing to the need to
remove this differential treat-
ment.

Under the Liberalised Re-
mittance Scheme, all resident
individuals, including minors,
are allowed to freely remit up
to USD 2,50,000 per financial
year (April - March) for any per-
missible current or capital ac-
count transaction or a combi-
nation of both.

Further, resident individu-
als can avail of foreign ex-
change facility for the purposes
mentioned  within the limit of
USD 2,50,000 only.

(Sanjeev Sharma can be
reached at Sanjeev.s@ians.in)

May 9 violence prompts departure of multiple PTI leaders
By Hamza Ameer

Islamabad, May 19 (IANS) In the
wake of the nationwide violence on
May 9 following the arrest of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief Imran
Khan, over 18 members of the party
have announced their departure,
while reports suggest that over 50
others are also ready follow suit.

According to latest reports, se-
nior PTI leaders, including some very
close aides of Khan, have decided to
leave the party, while maintaining
that an anti-state agenda cannot be
supported nor can attacks of on the

country’s military establishment be
tolerated.

Some of the PTI leaders who
have announced their departure are
Malik Amin Aslam, Muhammad
Amjad, Imran Ali Shah, Aamer
Mehmood Kiani, Muhammad Baki
Moulvi and Sanjay Gangwani.

Meanwhile, 10 PTI members from
Multan have also quit the party.

The departing leaders have
stated that after witnessing the
widespread chaos, violence and tar-
geted attacks on the military instal-
lations by PTI workers, it has become
impossible to remain a part of the

party.
“Any patriotic Pakistani would

not become part of an anti-state
agenda. And unfortunately, what
happened on 9th May and those
who led it and provoked it, cannot
be called Pakistani,” said one of the
leaders.

Kiani, a former Minister and close
aide of Khan, said that he comes
from a very strong military family
background and the PTI cannot jus-
tify for what its workers did.

“I am parting ways from the PTI
because I just cannot justify or stand
by with those who attacked our mili-

tary installations and the institution.
This anti-state agenda is something
I can never stand for,” he said.

Informed sources have also re-
vealed a considerable number of PTI
leaders from the Punjab province are
also gearing up to part ways.

“I can that there is active contact
going on between Jahangir Tareen,
his associate political leaders and
many PTI leaders.

 They are being urged to leave
PTI and Imran Khan to form a much
stronger faction of PTI and continue
to do politics in the country,” said the
sources.

UP SIT to adopt CBI
work culture

Lucknow, May 19 (IANS) Uttar
Pradesh’s Special Investigation Team
(SIT) will now work on the lines of the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
with a set target of completing inquir-
ies in three months and deliberations
in one year. SIT Director General
Renuka Mishra said, “In the last five
years, cases were investigated and dis-
posed of at double the speed by the
department as compared to the past.
While 47 cases were disposed of in 32
months between 2007 and 2016, 88
were done in 25 months between
2017-2023, which is almost double.”

She said similarly, between 2007
and 2016, deliberations of 40 cases
were completed in 31 months,
whereas from 2017 to 2023, delibera-
tions were done in 82 cases in 28
months, including pending cases, pre-
venting revenue loss of Rs 1,203 crore.

The officials said several changes
like complete digitisation of the de-
partment have taken place to acceler-
ate the investigation and deliberation
of all the cases. Along with this, tablets
were given to officers and judges.
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Janhvi Kapoor
steps into the
world of ‘The
Little Mermaid’

Mumbai, May 19
(IANS) Bollywood ac-
tress Janhvi Kapoor
turned into a mermaid
for a new promotional
asset of the upcoming
film ‘The Little Mermaid’.
The actress took to her
social media platform
on Friday to share a
video with magical real-
ism.

In the video, she can
be seen stepping into
the magical world of
Princess Ariel as a fan
and magically fits into it
for her young fans as
she recitesa ‘Machhli Jal
Ki Rani Hai.’

‘The Little Mermaid’
directed by Rob
Marshall, features Halle
Bailey as Ariel, Melissa
McCarthy as Ursula,
Jonah Hauer-King as
Prince Eric, Javier
Bardem as King Triton,
Daveed Diggs as
Sebastian, Jacob
Tremblay as Flounder,
Awkwafina as Scuttle,
Noma Dumezweni, and
Jude Akuwudike.

Disney India is set to
release ‘The Little Mer-
maid’ in cinemas on
May 26 in English.

Salman Khan gets injured while
working out, says ‘Tiger Zakhmi Hai’

Mumbai, (IANS)
Bollywood superstar
Salman Khan, who was re-
cently seen in ‘Kisi Ka Bhai
Kisi Ki Jaan’ and is gearing
up for his upcoming film ‘Ti-
ger 3’, recently got injured
while working out.

The actor recently took
to his social media to share
the update with his follow-
ers. He posted a picture in
which he can be seen with
his back facing the camera
with kinesiology tape on
one shoulder. He wrote in
the caption, “Wen u think u r
carrying the weight of the
world on your shoulders, he
says duniya ko chodo
paanch kilo ka dumbbell
utha ke dikhao [forget the
world, pick this five-kilogram
dumbbell]. Tiger zakhmi hai.
#Tiger3”. In the comments,
fans added their well wishes

to the star. One fan said, “Oh
No (pleading face emoji)
take care and get well soon
my tiger.” While one cheeky
fan shared a still of Shah
Rukh Khan and Salman from
Pathaan and wrote, “Painkill-
ers will do the work (winking
face emoji)

#TigerZakhmiHai”. Earlier this
year, Salman reprised his role
of Tiger in Siddharth Anand’s
‘Pathaan’. He and Shah Rukh
reunited on the screen once
again after ‘Zero’.  In ‘Tiger 3’,
Salman will be sharing the
screen with Katrina Kaif and
Emraan Hashmi.

Alec Baldwin’s
new film will not
have any guns on
set

Los Angeles, May 19 (IANS)
Hollywood star Alec Baldwin’s
next project will have no guns
on set despite the nature of
the upcoming feature. The
movie, titled ‘Kent State’, will
follow the story of the tragic
1970 war protest shootings,
reports ‘Mirror.co.uk’. The
project comes after Alec
wrapped filming for the West-
ern movie ‘Rust’ just 18
months after cinematogra-
pher Halyna Hutchins was
killed and director Joel Souza
injured in an on-set shooting
near Albuquerque, New
Mexico. He hinted at the end
of filming by sharing a selfie of
his freshly shaved face on
Instagram. As per ‘Mirror.co.uk’,
his character in the movie had
facial hair which Alec had
grown himself for the Western.
“God, it felt good to shave off
that beard,” he captioned the
upload. Following the devas-
tating incident, the 65-year-
old was charged with two
counts of involuntary man-
slaughter, but it was revealed
last month that the charges
had been dropped.

Johnny Depp says he’s ‘proud’ of his
‘rotting teeth’ with ‘loads of cavities’
Los Angeles, May 19

(IANS) Hollywood star
Johnny Depp has recently
stepped out at Cannes Film
Festival, with his “rotting
teeth” at the centre of dis-
cussion among fans.

The Hollywood star has
been working on his first
feature film in three years,
‘Jeanne Du Barry’ which sees
the 59-year-old play King
Louis XV, reports
‘Mirror.co.uk’.

With fans completely
taken aback by Johnny’s
teeth, fans have claimed
that they were “rotting”. Af-
ter seeing the images of him
at Cannes online, one fan
compared him to his Pirates
of the Caribbean character
when they penned: “He
turning into ‘Captain Jack
Sparrow’ for real.”

While another said:
“Johnny Depp’s teeth are lit-
erally ROTTING.”

As per ‘Mirror.co.uk’, now
it has emerged that almost
three decades before being
trolled for his teeth, Johnny
spoke of how proud he was

of them. Back in 1995 he
gushed: “I’ve got loads of
cavities. I had a root canal
done eight years ago that’s
unfinished. It’s like a rotten
little stub.”

In the chat with Pre-
miere Magazine, he went on
to say that he’s “proud” of his
gnashers, with him claiming
to “like” his smile. He went
on: “It’s like when the Indians
would make something
beaded, they would always
put imperfections on it. I’m
proud of these.” The then-
31-year-old Hollywood
hunk then spoke of how
people with “perfect teeth”
would drive him up the wall,

with him adding: “I’d rather
swallow a tick than have
that!” This comes a day after
the now-59-year-old actor
addressed claims that he
has been “boycotted” in Hol-
lywood. He previously
claimed that there was a
“boycott” of him in Holly-
wood in a 2021 interview,
which followed on from the
Amber Heard libel court
case, but now Johnny claims
to no longer feel “boycotted”.
Asked about feeling “boy-
cotted” by Hollywood, the
Pirates of the Caribbean star
spoke of how he felt “boy-
cotted” previously, but now
does not. He added: “Do I
feel a boycott now? No, not
at all. I don’t feel boycotted
by Hollywood because I
don’t think about Holly-
wood. Johnny then said that
he doesn’t have “much fur-
ther need” for Hollywood,
with the actor touching
upon how he finds it to be a
“strange” time where every-
body “wants to be them-
selves, but they can’t, they
must fall in line, conform”.

Britney Spears shares a
rare update on her
relationship with her sons

Los Angeles, May 19
(IANS) Pop icon Britney
Spears has given her loyal
legion of fans an update on
her relationship with her
two sons.

The singer, 41, allegedly
“hasn’t seen” her sons in
“over a year”, with her two
boys now looking to move
away from Los Angeles, re-
ports Mirror.co.uk.

But despite the reports
that are swirling, Britney has
spoken about her sons,
Jayden James, 16, and Sean
Preston, 17, whom she has
with ex-husband Kevin
Federline, in a new video.

Recently, Britney took to
her Instagram stories to
share a video clip from a get-
together with hubby Sam
Asghari and some close pals.
“First time hanging with one
of my hubby’s friends,” she
wrote alongside the clip,
with her also noting that her
teenage sons aren’t fans of
being filmed. “My boys are at
that awkward age where I
haven’t been able to shoot

them for 4 years,” she con-
tinued: “@samasghari is sort
of silly about it too,” she
wrote. With her then adding:
“It was cool to make contact
yesterday!!!” As per
Mirror.co.uk, Britney rarely
posts about her sons, with
them rarely popping up on
social media or being men-
tioned, with one of the last
times being in March 2021.
Taking to Instagram, Britney
penned: “I’m extremely
lucky because my two ba-
bies are such gentlemen
and so kind that I must have
done something right!!!!”

Cannes: ‘Indiana Jones 5’ gets 5 minute standing
ovation as Harrison Ford says emotional goodbye

Los Angeles, May 19
(IANS) At the Cannes Film
Festival recently, Harrison
Ford fought back tears sev-
eral times at the premiere of
‘Indiana Jones and the Dial
of Destiny’, the fifth (and per-
haps final) chapter of one of
the most celebrated fran-
chises in movie history.

No expense was spared
as Disney jetted its top ex-
ecutives, including CEO Bob
Iger and Lucasfilm president
Kathleen Kennedy, to the
South of France for the sum-
mer action film directed by
James Mangold and starring
Phoebe Waller-Bridge, re-
ports ‘Variety’.

But when the credits
rolled, Cannes mustered a
muted standing ovation for
Indy’s latest adventure. Yes,
the applause lasted for five
minutes, but by Cannes
standards, that’s more of a

polite formality.
As per ‘Variety’, regard-

less of how the crowd felt
about the film, the biggest
cheers of the night were re-
served for Ford. The actor ar-
rived on the carpet with wife
Calista Flockhart, and an an-
nouncer introduced the duo
as ‘Indiana Jones and Calista
Flockhart’. Ford received a
true movie star’s welcome,
as thousands of fans
screamed his name and the
audience in the Palais
jumped up to welcome him
as he set foot inside the the-
atre. As the night began, Ford
was summoned to the stage
by Cannes festival director
Thierry Fremaux to receive a
surprise Palme d’Or after a
reel of his greatest roles -
from ‘Star Wars’ to ‘The Fugi-
tive’ - played onscreen. “I’m
very moved by this,” Ford
said, quoted by ‘Variety’. “They

say when you’re about to die,
you see your life flash before
your eyes, and I just saw my
life flash before my eyes. A
great part of my life, but not
all of my life. My life has been
enabled by my lovely wife,
who has supported my pas-
sion and my dreams, and I’m
grateful.” Then Ford ad-
dressed the audience. “I love
you, too. But I’ve got a movie
you ought to see. It’s right be-
hind me. So let me get out of
the way, and thank you again
for this great honour.” The
photos of the ‘Indiana Jones
and the Dial of Destiny’ cast
at Cannes’ famous Carlton
Beach were also released.
Situated on the beach in
front of the tuk-tuks featured
in the film were stars
Harrison Ford, Phoebe
Waller-Bridge, Mads
Mikkelsen, Boyd Holbrook,
Ethann Isidore and director/

co-writer James Mangold.
Harrison Ford returns to the
role of the legendary hero
archaeologist for this highly
anticipated final instalment
of the iconic franchise — a
big, globe-trotting, rip-roar-
ing cinematic adventure.
Starring along with Ford are
Phoebe Waller-Bridge, Anto-
nio Banderas, John Rhys-
Davies, Toby Jones, Boyd
Holbrook, Ethann Isidore and
Mads Mikkelsen. Directed by
James Mangold and written
by Jez Butterworth & John-
Henry Butterworth and
David Koepp and James
Mangold, based on charac-
ters created by George Lucas
and Philip Kaufman, the film
is produced by Kathleen
Kennedy, Frank Marshall and
Simon Emanuel, with Steven
Spielberg and George Lucas
serving as executive produc-
ers.

Vanessa Hudgens joins
cast of Mads Mikkelsen-
starrer ‘The Black Kaiser’

Los Angeles, (IANS)
Vanessa Hudgens will
join Mads Mikkelsen to
headline the action spy
thriller ‘The Black Kaiser’,
directed by Derrick Borte.
Borte has replaced Jonas
Akerlund, who was previ-
ously announced as di-
rector. The film is written
by Jayson Rothwell,
based on the Dark Horse
graphic novel ‘Polar’ by
Victor Santos. It is set to
shoot this fall, reports ‘Va-
riety’. In the film, the Black
Kaiser (Mikkelsen), the
world’s most lethal
hitman, uncovers a

deadly conspiracy protecting a powerful syndicate
of killers, and becomes their No. 1 target. ‘The Black
Kaiser’ is a Constantin Film, JB Pictures and Dark
Horse Entertainment production, and will be pro-
duced by Jeremy Bolt and Robert Kulzer, two of the
producers behind the ‘Resident Evil’ franchise. As
per ‘Variety’, Mike Richardson and Keith Goldberg
of Dark Horse Entertainment are also producing,
and Martin Moszkowicz and Mikkelsen are execu-
tive producing. XYZ Films will executive produce
and will continue to sell worldwide rights at the
Marche du Film in Cannes.
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Second Covid death in city in two
days

Ahmedabad: On Wendesday,  Ahmedabad re-
ported the death of a  Covid patient, the second con-
secutive day that a Covid death was reported in the
city. On Tuesday, a 63-year-old man succumbed to the
infection. Whith  the latest figures, the official Covid
death toll in the state has reached 11,079/

After more than a fortnight , the number of active
cases increassed with 20 cases reported  and 13 pa-
tients being discharged. The new cases inculded 10
from Valsad, two from Vadodara and one each from
Gandhinagar and Vadodara cities,  Gir Somnath ans
Mahisagar districts. The nu mber of active cases
reached 134. No patient is on a ventilator.

Body of migrant  labourer found
Ahmedabad: A 69- year- old man, a migrant

labourer from west  Bengal, was found dead near
Kolavda   Crossroads in  Gandhinagar on wednesday
morning, said officers of Sector-21 police. The police
officials said that he was suffering from some illness
and had died following a heart attack.

R S Damor, the in-charge police inspector of Sec-
tor 21 police station, said that they got a message from
the control room that a body was fo und in Kolavada.
From the documents like the Adhaarcard, the de-
ceased was indetified as  Sane Rai from Central Dooars
tea estae near Rangmati tea gardern in Ailpurduar,
West  Bangal, he said. Sourse said that  Rai had vom-
ited blood before his death.

Damor said that Rai along with other migrant
labourers from West  Bangal had came to
Gandhinagar to work is some factory for two days.
However, for the past two days, he was not keeping
well and did not report to work.

Sector 21 police registered  case of accidental
death and are waiting for a detailed forensic report.

AMC nets 663cr in 47 days
Ahmedabad: The Ahmedabad Muncipal Corpora-

tion collected  Rs 663.38 crore in taxes in just 47 days
of the 2023-24 financial year. Of this, Rs 602.47 crore
was collected as preoperty tax.

Jainik Vakil, chairman of the AMC revenue com-
mittee, said collection has been on the higher has
been on the higher side compared to previous years
as the corporation extended its 100% intrested waiver
for defaulters and had threatened to put liens on
properties where owners. He said the rebate on ad-
vance payment of property tax has also yielded good
response. He said in the financial year 2022-23, col-
lection was  Rs 1,916.09 crore. In just 47 days this year,
it has reached Rs 663.38 corore.

AMC officialss said Rs 602.47 crore was property
tax netted Rs 32.2 crore and Rs 25.94 crore came form
vehicle tax. Another Rs 2.76 crore was collected as
other taces by the AMC.

Man stabbed over suspected
affair in Gandhinagar

Ahmedabad: A 24-year-old man from Sector 24 in
Gandhinagar  stabbed a 50-yearn-old man on Tues-
day, as the assailant suspected the victim was having
an affiair with his most her.

Usha Makvana a resident of Ramapeer Chowk in
Sector 24,filed an FIR with Sector 21 police on Tues-
day stating that her husband, Hasmukh Makwana,
woeks as a driver at Udyog Bhavan in Gandhinagar.

Usha said  Alpesh Vaghela bargod into house on
Mondy asking about Hasmukh.  She said  Vaghela  had
a knife and  he threatened to kill Hasmukh, alleging
that he had an affair with Vagela’s mother.

She told Hasmukh about this on Monday night.
On  Tuesday  morning, when Usha was at home,

Hasmukh came in with wounds to his stomuch and
left leg. Hasmukh told Usha that  Vaghela had ac-
costed him when he was parking his  car near  a shop-
ping centre in Sector 24 and stabbed him serval times.

Hasmukh fled and got home, from where he was
shifted to Gandhinagar Civil hospital. Hamukh under-
went surgery there and  his condition is said to be
stable Sector 21 police registered a complaint of at-
tempted murder and criminal intmidation against
Vaghela and  began an investigation.

Cabinet nod for pre-feasibility
studies on industrial estates

Gandhinagar: The state cabinet, which met on
Wndnesday, passed a proposal to conduct pre-
feasibity assessment in 13 districts.

State government spoke sperson  Rushikesh Patel
said that feasibility studies will be conducted to set
up  new industrial estate in Rankot, Mehsana,
Mahisagar, Bharuch, Banaskantha, Patan, Gandhinagar,
Kheda, Amreli, Anand and Junagadh. “The state gov-
ernment had made a budgetary annuncemnt for  new
industrial estaes to facilitate employment of more
touth in the state. The board of GIDC has been autho-
rized to conduct pre-feasibility assessment feports for
setting up new reports for setting up new new es-
tates, “ Patel siad.

He added, “GIDC will cover aspects of availibility
of land, demand survey, local factors and the like in
teh pre-feasiblity stiudie. As a result of industry-
friendly polices and a conducive atmosphere for
insustries, many new ones are  setting up bases in
Gujarat. This decision has been taken to ensure higher
employment  of   youth in the state.”He added that
the proposed industrial estates will come  up in 21
talukas of the 13 district and the GIDC will set up the
required infrastructure fcilities in the propsed estates.

CS holds meeting on monsoon
preparedness

Gandhinagar:  Chief Sectratry Raj Kumar on
Wednesday convened a meeting of officials of vari-
ous state government department and key represen-
tatives of the armed forces to review the stae’s mon-
soon prepardness. The state government’s disaster
response machinery will work in coordination with
central security forces and all three wings of the
armed forces to handle any situation arsing due to
excessive rainfall, according to a statement from the
government on Wednesday.  Regional meterological
department  director Manorama Mohanty gave a de-
tailed persentation on the monsson forecast in the
state, the statement said. Gujarat is expected to re-
ceive  normal or below normal rainfall this season;
monsoon is expected to arrive in the state by June
15.

BJP to mark 9 yrs of Modi  as PM
Ahmedabad:  Ahead of next year’s Lok  Sabha elec-

tion, the ruling  Bharatiya Janata Party will hold sev-
eral outreach programmes across the state from May
30 to June 30 to mark the completion of nine years of
Narendra Modi as India’s Prime Minister, said
Ratanaker, organizational gerneral secretary of the
BJP in Gujarat.  Stae BJP president C R Paatil, chief min-
ister  Bhupendra Patel ans several leaders of the BJP
participated in the BJP state executive, which was held
at  Togore Hall in the city on Wednesday.  Paatil said
that Prime Minister Modi will complete nine years in
office on May 30 and the resulte of good governance
over the past nine years are visible in all sectors.  “Ser-
vice, good governce, welfa re of the poor, innovatation
and firm resolve have been the hallmarks of the Union
government over past nine years,”  he claimed. Chief
minister Bhupendra Patel said that the Modi-led
Union government is capable of handling any crisis.

Ahmedabad: Upset at
the poor public response to
the new impact fee
scheme,city civc body chief
M Thennarasan ordered all
muncipal zone heads to
make a list of the five larg-
est illegal constructions in
their zones and sart demo-
lition within a week.

Accroding to surcess in
the Ahmedabad Muncipal
Corporation (AMC), the civic
body has reveived 35,000
applications as of May 5. The
state goverment had an-
nounced the new impact
fee scheme on October, 17,
2022, and allowed applica-
tions for four months. After
the deadline expired on
February 16,the state gov-

Five illegal constructions to be razed in each zone
ernment extanded it by four
months. The last date to ap-
ply for regularizationn was
June 16.

Sources said that so far,
the AMC cheked 10,000
aoolications and approved
656, which are mainly from
residential properties. Ac-
cording to experts, commer-
cial property regularization
applications are not being
processed as the parking
available in comercial prop-
erties. There are other rea-
sons for the poor public
redponse to the scheme.
Experts sat the AMC is
charging several fees and
beterment charges which is
demoralizing application.
Citizens aldo are staying

away as they need to submit
various no objection certifi-
cates from authorities such
as the airport and the
herigage department. Ex-
perts said people are afraid
that if their application is re-
jected, their illegal construc-
tion will be demolished.

Sources said that irri-
tated by the weak
response,AMC chief
Thennarasan ordered zonal
town plaining heads to
identify five largest
propertiess with illegal con-
struction  nd demolish them
in a weak. There are seven
zones in AMC which means
the commissioner has or-
dered  zonal heads to make
a  list of 35 properties
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Kiritkumar J Parmar, Mayor, Ahmedabad and Mr. Praveen Chaudhary, U20
Sherpa and Deputy Municipal Commissioner, Ahmedabad graced the U20
event organised by  Indore Municipal Corporation  and highlighted
Ahmedabad's progress in developing a strong local identity.

Rushikesh Patel, Minister of Higher & Technical Education, GoG Interacted
with startups from North Gujarat during the launch of Amrit Mehshana Startup,
Innovation Mission launched by district administration at Ganpat University,
Mehsana.

‘Time to recover money
from insurance officials’

Ahmedabad: A
Gandhinagar District Con-
sumer Dispute Readressal
Commission has  come
down heavily on the insur-
ance companies for their
unjust denail of genuine
mediacal insurance claims
and said that the amounts
that are wrongly denied
should be recovered from
the pockets of the officials of
insurance companies.

The commission’s
observeation came follow-
ing two jcomplaints filed by
a senior citizen, Kanu Shah,
from Rupal village, who was
admitted to a private hospi-
tal twice and oprated upon
in 2019.

He had Rs 5 lakh health
coverage and requested the
insurer to reimaburse the
mediacal bills. The company
rejected both the claims on
various grounds and by cit-
ing different exception
clauses.

While directing the in-
surance company to pay the
claims to  Shah, the commis-
sion ordered the insurers to
pay Rs 20,000 to the com-
plainant as compensation in
each of the cases for mental
harassment.

The  commission was
upset with the insureance
company’s gesture and said
that it should be heavily

fined for violating the prin-
ciples of natural justic in
deenying Mediclims.

It ordered for recovery of
Rs 10,000 from the insurer in
each of the cases, said
Mukesh Parikh of Consumer
Protection and Action
Committtee throught
whom the complaints were
filed.

The commission said, “
The time has come now for
the amountsments of claims
to be recovered form the
salaries of the officials of
inssurance companies who

deny genuine claims on
frivolous grounds contary to
provisions of law and be
paid to the complaints. This
should be done so that they
too realize their duty as pub-
lic servants.”  While ordering
the issuere to pay the com-
plaints, the commission said
the  tthe insurers issued by
the Inurance Regulatory
and Development  Author-
ity (IRDA) ans stop trying to
dupe the consumers by
passing “ cryptic, illegal and
unreasonable “ orders and
violate consumers’ tights.

Bootleggers turn AMC’s
parking lot into warehouse

Ahmedabad: Indian-
made foreign (IMFL) liquor
valued ar Rs 1.33 lakh was
found in five care at a multi-
level car parking facility in
Navrangpura by the city
crime branch late on Tues-
day. The three accused,
curently on the run, had
been utilizing the parking
facility as a makeshift ware-
house for the contraband.

Accroding to an  FIR filed
with the city crime branch,
cops were tipped off that a
known bootlegger, Kuntal
Bhatt from Khadia, had been
smuggling liqur  form
Punjab and Rajasthan. It was
believed that he had stored
the  illicit liquor in cars
parked at the Navrangpura
facility.

The mu lti-level parking

facility is an iniiative of the
Ahmedabad Muncipal  Cor-
poration ( AMC), maneged
by a private contractor.

Police found that the
five cars were regidtered to
Ashish Parmar, a resident of
Panchshlok   Residency flats
in Chandkheda.
Actingunder Bhatt’s instruc-
tions, Parmar  would bring
the liquor and store it in th
cars at the Navrangpura fa-
cility. The illicit liequor was
then distrributed to local
bootleggers based on de-
mand.

Inveatigatiors deter-
mined vidual named Mutaiff
Munna from Juhapura were
involeved is  stocking the li-
quor in the parking facility
for which they probably ob-
tained a monthly permit. A

total fo 918 bottles of liquor
and 96 beercans, valued at
Rs 1.33 lakh, were seized
from the cars.

The city crime branch
has registered a case under
the prohibition act and
intiated an investigation.

It is worth noting that
Bhatt had previously been
in the prohibition act, regis-
tered with Sola and Satiellite
police in June 2019. During
those incidents, the state
monitioring cell, conducted
raids and confiscated raids
and confiscated liquor
worth Rs 1.72 lakh in  Sola
abd Rs 27.57 lakh in Satellite.
Following the raids, two   po-
lice inspectors form sola and
Satellite were suspended by
the then  Gujarat  DGP
Shivanand Jha.

Mother’s rejection
sparks baby’s abduction

Ahmedabd: A 23-year-
old allegedly kidnepped a
13 month-old girl after the
baby’s mother rejected his
advances.

The police have arrested
the accused andn retrived
the baby.

Nikol inspector K  D Jat
said the child’s mother filed
a cmplaint stating that
Prakash Dantani had
kidnepped her 13-month-
old.

The complaint, regis-
tered on Tuesday, includes h
caharge  under IPC  Sections
363 (kidnapping), 365
(kidnepping) or abducting
with intent to wrongfully
cofine a person), and 323
(voluntarily causing hurt).

She told police that
Dantani had abducted her
baby to froce her to
divorece her husband and
marry him.

Dantani, who stays in
Vastral, hais from  Bawla.

According to the
compalint, Dantani forced
the complaint and  her two
children, aged four years,
and 13 months, to get on  his
motorcycle on Friday.

He allegedly took them
to the city’s eastern part,
where he  dropped off the
complainant and her four-
year -old daughter after as-
saulting her.

 Jat mentioned that
followig the complaint, the
police reviewed  CCTV foot-

age, alerted their, prosonnel,
and utilized technical sur-
veillance.

Additionally they
sought assistance from the
crime branch, local
surevillance teams, and the
cybercrime squas, ulti-
mately apprehending the
accused from Romal area of
the city.

During the police
investgation, it was revealed
that three when the com-
plainant refused to
accompny him.

He later dropped off the
mother and the four-year-
old, believing the  woman
would agree to his demand
to rescue her 13- month -
old baby.

Cotton prices up, apparel exports down
Ahmedabad: An overall

recessionary trend in major
economies across the world
and increase in cotton
prices have adversely af-
fected exports in the entire
texile value chain.

According to data fur-
nished Confedertion of In-
dian Taxtile Industry (City),
textile exports declined by
20% and apparel exports by
23% in  April this year
compred to the correspond-
ing period last year.

In  April 2023, the textile
exports fell to 1,540 million
from 1,942, million in India
whereas that for apparel fell

to 1,210 million from 1,574
million, accroding to  Citi.

Th overall texile
comodity exports too de-
clined by 12.69% during the
same period.

With demand eroding in
both the domiestic and the
internatioanl markets, fresh
orders have’t been placed
and as a result, manufac-
tures are feeling under a liq
uidity  crunch amid a rise in
inflotionary pressures.

“ The  overall economic
scenario across the globs
has ports form India for both
apparel and taxtiles. As the
demand is less, fresh orders

are not being placed. More-
over, fluctiatuation in cotton
prices has also affected the
industry in terms of increas-
ing production costs, “ said
a senior member of  Cloth-
ing Manufactures’ Associa-
tion of India (CMAI).

There’s a huge inventory
pile-up, say yarn makers. Be-
sides, price fluctuations de-
mand from textile industry
players.  Gaurang Bhagt,
president of Maskati  Cloth
Market Mahajan, the apex
body of textile traders of
Ahmedabad, said, “Our tex-
tile exports have been af-
fected adversely for the last

one year due to high cotton
prices. Cotton crop is good,
but cotton arival is slow and
therefore, our cotton is cost-
lier than national market.
“Also, export demand is
weak due to high inflation in
the US and the  European
markets.  Domestic demnd
is also weak, but we believe
that there will be a revival
that the market is bulish for
the upcoming festival
seson,” he added.

Wife plots husband’s
murder over illicit affair

Rajkot: A 32-year- old man was killed allegdly by
his wife, her father. and two brothers who were en-
raged after learning that he had an affair with the
daughter of  his sister-inlaw in Chotila town of
Surendranagar district.  On May 16,victim Devkaran
allias Devraj Vikani’s body was found on the railway
track. Vikram had an affair with Kjal, the daughter of
his wife Puri’s elder sister Hansa Khavadi ya. A forious
Puri then plotted her husband’s mother after getting
to know about this illicit relationship She roped in her
father Vaja Talsania and brothers Raghu and Jadav.
Chotila police inspector, Jaypalsinh Jadeja, said,
“Devkaran went to drop the girl at her moher’s house
on May 15. Here, he was brutally  asaulted with iron rods
and  sticks by the accused who were waiting for him.
They also threatened Kajal of meeting the same fate as
his   if she revealed about the murder to others.”

Migrant lynched a day
after he reached Morbi

Rajkot: A case of brutal
lynching has come to light
in Morbi district with the
police arresting seven
people who had allegdly
thrashed a migrant form
Odisha to death suspecting

him to be a thief.
The 31- years-old victim

KartikSingh had come to
Morbi and got a job in
fectory just one day before
his murder.

The Wankaner police
had found 31-year-old vic-
tim Kartiksingh lying un-
conscious and heavily
bleeding on an internal vil-
lage road on May 10, the
day the went missing from
the factory where was
working.

Singh died during
tretment on May 12 and
the Wankaner police
lodged an offiece of mur-
der against unidentified
people on May 13.
Postmoten revealed that
Singh was repeatedly
bludgeoned on the head
with a heavy object.

On Wednsday, the po-

lice  arrested Sahil Sandhi
(22), Sachin Gohil (38),
Paras Makwana (26),
Aaman  Ambaliya (19),
Youvraj Parmar (20),
Moshin Ajmeri (30) and
Makshusha Shahmadar
(26). The accused have
admited to having thrshed
Singh suspectiong that he
was a thief, cops said.

Investigation revealed
that Singh had gone out
searching for snacks when
the seven people saw him
loitering around. When
they asked for his name
and other details, Singh
couln’t  communicateas he
did not know  Gujarati. “
The accused then pre-
sumed that he had came
from outside states to
commit thefts and they
started th thrashing him,
“said a senior police officer.

FlauntYourSuperpower with OPPO F23
5G, the ultimate battery powerhouse

New Delhi, OPPO, the
leading global smart de-
vices brand, announces the
launch of its latest
smartphone, the OPPO F23
5G. The device will be avail-
able at INR 24,999, from May
18,2023 at 12AM, through
the OPPO Store, on Amazon,
and at mainline retail out-
lets. With the sale of the F21
series, Gujarat has seen
a strong growth of 58% in
terms of market share, and
with 39 service stations, the
state has the third-highest
number of OPPO service
centers in India.

Damyant Khanoria,
Chief Marketing Officer,
OPPO, said, At OPPO, we un-
derstand that nomophobia,

or the fear of being without
a mobile phone or being
unable to use it, is a real con-
cern for many smartphone
users. With the OPPO F23
5G, were proud to offer in-
novative technologies like
Battery Health Engine and
SuperVOOC fast charging,
which provides reliable and
convenient battery perfor-
mance for a seamless expe-

rience. So, you can focus on
enjoying the things you love
to do with your phone with-
out worrying about its bat-
tery life. Recent research by
OPPO &amp; Counterpoint
indicated that 3 out of 4
people in India have
Nomophobia--the fear of
being left without a phone--
triggered mostly by low/
dead battery. The study also
revealed that 46% of respon-
dents charge their phones
twice daily, 92% use power-
saving mode to deal with
battery discharge issues, and
60% of smartphone users
will buy a new phone if their
current one does not have a
good battery.
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Ailing Democrat Senator Dianne's office has admitted the 89-year-old did suffer a
brain infection, despite her own insistence that she'd just been battling the flu. The
New York Times reported on Thursday that Dianne Feinstein, 89, has been diag-
nosed with vision and balance impairments and facial paralysis known as Ramsay
Hunt syndrome and the brain infection encephalitis. Initially, Feinstein denied it,
saying 'it was a really bad flu. I'm doing better, thank you.' However, the senator's
own office went against her and confirmed it to CNN later Thursday.

Brinton, who identifies as non-binary and uses they/them pronouns, was arrested at home in Maryland
on Wednesday in connection with the alleged theft of property from Reagan National Airport in northern
Virginia. Brinton, 35, is being held without bail at the Montgomery County Detention Center, pending ex-
tradition to Virginia to face charges of grand larceny. Now, Tanzanian-American fashion designer
Asyakhamsin says through her attorney that she filed the report with the Metropolitan Washington Air-
ports Authority Police (MWAA) that resulted in Brinton's latest arrest -- their third on similar charges.

DeSantis will officially launch his campaign by filing papers with the Fed-
eral Election Commission on May 24, with a more formal kickoff event planned
around June 1, reports say. Earlier Thursday, DeSantis rallied supporters and
donors in a conference call, in which he argued that he is the only Republican
candidate with a chance of defeating President Joe Biden. DeSantis also took
several veiled swipes at Trump, the current frontrunner in the GOP presidential
primary, and hinted that the former president puts himself before his party.

Salman Rushdie makes 1st public
appearance since stabbing incident

New York, May 19 (IANS)
Nine months after a near-le-
thal attack that left him de-
bilitated and without vision
in one eye, Booker Prize-
winning author Salman
Rushdie made his first ap-
pearance at the PEN Ameri-
cas annual gala in New York
City.

His appearance at the
2023 Literary Gala at the
American Museum of Natu-
ral History in Manhattan on
Thursday night came as a
surprise as it had not been
earlier announced.

PEN America honored
the India-born author with
the PEN Centenary Courage
Award.

“Rushdie accepted the
award in person, in his first
public appearance since he
was severely wounded in a
knife attack nine months
ago,” said the nonprofit orga-
nization that works to de-
fend and celebrate free ex-
pression in the US and world-
wide through the advance-
ment of literature and hu-
man rights.

As the crowd greeted

him with cheers and a stand-
ing ovation, the 75-year-old
noted author said: “Well, hi
everybody... It’s nice to be
back — as opposed to not
being back, which was also
an option. I’m pretty glad the
dice rolled this way.

“I just thought if there’s a
right thing to chose as a re-
entry, it’s this... It’s being part
of the world of books, the
fight against censorship and
for human rights.” Rushdie
said he was accepting the
award on behalf of the “he-
roes” who rushed the dias at
the Chautauqua Institute in
New York State and tackled
his assailant after he was re-
peatedly stabbed on August
12, 2022.  “If it had not been
for these people, I most cer-
tainly would not be standing
here today. I was the target
that day, but they were the
heroes. The courage, that day,
was all theirs. I owe my life to
them.” As a result of the mur-
derous attack, Rushdie, who
had received death threats
from Iran in the 1980s after
his novel ‘The Satanic Verses’
was published, lost sight in

one of his eye, had three se-
rious wounds in his neck, one
hand incapacitated because
the nerves in his arm were
cut, as well as about 15 more
wounds in his chest and
torso. Hadi Matar, 24, accused
of stabbing Rushdie pleaded
not guilty to second-degree
attempted murder and as-
sault charges when he ap-
peared in court on August
18, 2022. Concluding his
speech, the author said: “Ter-
rorism must not terrorise us.
Violence must not deter us...
The struggle goes on.” PEN
America CEO Suzanne
Nossel said: “After the shock
of the attack, there was a
long period when we had
real doubts about whether
Salman was going to make it
and what kind of shape he
might be in if he did. So to
see him back, in action, at this
event, with his PEN America
family is a remarkable testa-
ment to his resilience and
strength and a kind of em-
blem of our work —  that in
the face of lethal threats, the
writer triumphs and the
voice continues.”

Commonwealth nations to review
energy transition progress

New Delhi, May 19
(IANS) Next week, the third
Commonwealth Sustain-
able Energy Forum will
bring together senior gov-
ernment officials, private
sector actors, industry ex-
perts and youth delegates
to review energy transition
progress and discuss ways
to achieve ambitious goals
with action on the ground.

Energy access is essen-
tial for sustainable develop-
ment, with nearly 774 mil-
lion people across the world
still without access to elec-
tricity. More than half of
them live in Common-
wealth countries.

Globally, nations are
working to pivot towards
low-carbon energy systems,
in response to climate
change, energy security
needs and the falling cost of
renewable energy tech-
nologies. Commonwealth
Secretary-General, Patricia
Scotland KC, highlighted the
importance of the upcoming
discussions, stating: “Com-
monwealth countries are
working together to fast-

track an inclusive, just, and
equitable transition to low-
carbon energy systems
through the Commonwealth
Sustainable Energy Transi-

tion (CSET) Agenda. “While
the transition pathways may
differ, the move to clean en-
ergy systems is a common
goal, and all member coun-
tries recognise of the nexus
between climate change, en-
ergy access and sustainable
development.” A number of
milestones and new initia-
tives will be announced at
the event. These will be
implemented under the

CSET Agenda — a platform
for all member countries to
work together to accelerate
the global transition to clean
energy through collective

action, knowledge shar-
ing and technical sup-
port. The Sustainable
Energy Forum is also
seen as an opportunity
to discuss the road to
the UN Climate Change
Conference COP28, to
be held in Dubai in No-
vember. In particular, the
event will have a strong
intergenerational ap-
proach, recognising that
young people are essen-
tial stakeholders in cre-
ating the solutions for

the energy transition. The Fo-
rum will meet over three
days: The day one focuses on
global developments in the
transition to cleaner energy;
the day two will be a closed-
door plenary for member
country delegates, including
dedicated sessions focusing
on youth action; and the day
three will consider both pub-
lic and private financing so-
lutions.

Aus police taser 95-
year-old woman

Canberra, May 19 (IANS)
A 95-year-old woman with
dementia is currently
hospitalised with life-threat-
ening head injuries after she
was tasered by police at her
aged care home in
Australia’s New South Wales
(NSW) state, officials said on
Friday.

Police officers were
called to the Yallambee
Lodge in Cooma town, some
397 from state capital
Sydney, after reports that
the woman, Clare Nowland,
was carrying a knife, reports
the BBC.

Addressing the media
on Friday, NSW Assistant Po-
lice Commissioner Peter
Cotter said that Nowland
had been found in her room
“armed” with a steak knife
on early Wednesday morn-
ing.

Both officers and care
home staff tried to de-esca-
late the situation, before she

began approaching police,
“it is fair to say at a slow
pace”, and was tasered, he
said, adding: “She had a
walking frame. But she had
a knife.”

NSW Police has
launched a critical incident
investigation, which Com-
missioner Karen Webb said
is being treated with “the
utmost seriousness”.

“I understand and share
the community concerns,”
she said. The officer involved
has not been suspended,
but will be interviewed as
part of the investigation,
which will include the homi-
cide squad. Meanwhile, the
incident has sparked wide-
spread outrage, the BBC re-
ported. Family friend An-
drew Thaler told the BBC
that Nowland was struck
twice — in the chest and
back — before she fell, suf-
fering a fractured skull and
serious brain bleed.

S.Korea to send team to Fukushima
for radioactive water inspection

Seoul, May 19 (IANS) A
21-member team of South
Korean experts will embark
on a six-day visit to Japan for
an on-site inspection ahead
of the planned release of ra-
dioactive water from the
crippled Fukushima nuclear
power plant into the ocean,
the government said on Fri-
day.

The delegation, headed
by the chief of the country’s
nuclear safety commission,
will review the safety of the
entire process of discharge
and check Japan’s capability
in analyzing radioactive ma-
terials, according to the Of-
fice for Government Policy
Coordination (OPC).

The inspection visit was
agreed upon in principle
when President Yoon Suk
Yeol and Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida held
a summit in Seoul earlier
this month, reports Yonhap
News Agency.

South Koreans have
been concerned about pos-
sible health and environ-
mental hazards from the
planned release of contami-
nated water.

Diplomats from the two
countries have since worked
out details of the visit.

Leading the team will be
Nuclear Safety and Security
Commission Chairperson
Yoo Guk-hee, accompanied
by 19 other experts in
nuclear reactor and radia-

tion sectors, as well as one
expert in radiation in the
marine environment, ac-
cording to the OPC.

During the visit, the in-
spection team will first meet
officials from the plant’s op-
erator, Tokyo Electric Power
Co., to discuss the overall
situation in detail.

The team will also exam-
ine the plant’s custom puri-
fication system, known as
ALPS, and assess the results
of the water purification
process through ALPS.

In addition to the gov-
ernment experts, a separate
group of some 10 civilian
experts will also be formed
to review and support the
inspection team’s activities.

In March 2011, a massive
earthquake and subsequent

tsunami damaged the
Fukushima plant’s cooling
systems, resulting in the re-
lease of a large amount of
radiation.

The plant currently
stores over 1.3 million
tonnes of water treated by
ALPS.  The water release is
set to begin this year and
will take decades to com-
plete, in what Japanese offi-
cials claim is an unavoidable
step in the decommission-
ing process. Meanwhile, the
International Atomic Energy
Agency is conducting a
separate inspection.  The
Vienna-based nuclear
watchdog has already re-
leased five reports and is
scheduled to publish its fi-
nal report on the multi-year
safety review in June.

Imran’s ex-wife complains about
using her kids for ‘political
agenda in Pak’

London, May 19 (IANS) Directly addressing out-
going Twitter CEO Elon Musk, Jemima Goldsmith, the
former wife of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief
Imran Khan, complained of fake accounts on the
micro-blogging site pretending to be her sons,
which she claimed were created by “imposters with
a political agenda in Pakistan”.

In a tweet late Thursday, the 49-year-old said:
Thanks @elonmusk... Fake accounts pretending to
be my children, created by imposters with a politi-
cal agenda in Pakistan. This is exactly what I feared
would happen when you took away Twitter’s verifi-
cation blue ticks.

“FYI my children are not on social media & have
no plans to be.”

Goldsmith and Khan were married in May 1995,
and divorced nine years later in June 2004.

Goldsmith has two sons from her marriage to
Khan — Sulaiman Isa (born 1996) and Kasim (born
1999).

7.7-magnitude quake hits of
Loyalty Islands

Washington, May 19 (IANS) An earthquake mea-
suring 7.7 on the Richter scale jolted southeast of
the Loyalty Islands on Friday, triggering the possi-
bility of “hazardous tsunami waves”, according to au-
thorities.

In its latest update, the US Geological Survey
(USGS) said the quake struck at 2.57 a.m., reports
Xinhua news agency.

The epicentre, with a depth of 37.7 km, was de-
termined to be at 23.229 degrees south latitude and
170.694 degrees east longitude, the USGS added.

Meanwhile, the US Tsunami Warning System re-
ported that hazardous tsunami waves from this
earthquake are possible within 1,000 km of the
epicentre along the coasts of Vanuatu, New
Caledonia and Fiji.

The Loyalty Islands is one of three administra-
tive subdivisions of New Caledonia encompassing
the Loyalty Island archipelago in the Pacific, which
are located northeast of the New Caledonian main-
land of Grande Terre.

S.Korea issues highest-level
warning against foot-and-mouth
disease

Seoul, May 19 (IANS) South Korea on Friday
raised the crisis level of the foot-and-mouth disease
(FMD) to the highest point in central regions and
will implement beefed-up quarantine measures to
prevent the spread of the animal disease, the Agri-
culture Ministry said.

The warning level was heightened by two
notches from “caution” to “serious”, the highest of a
four-tier system, for the central city of Cheongju,
North Chungcheong Province; the county of
Jeungpyeong in the same province; and seven other
adjacent regions, including Daejeon, Sejong and
Cheonan, Yonhap News Agency quoted the Minis-
try as saying.

It is the first time since March 2018 that the gov-
ernment has raised the warning level to the highest
point.

The move came as the country has reported a
series of FMD cases in the regions recently after con-
firming a case earlier this month for the first time in
more than four years.

Japan’s foreign tourist arrivals
recover to 66% of pre-Covid level

Tokyo, May 18 (IANS) The number of foreign visi-
tors to Japan in April recovered to 66.6 per cent of
the level in the same month of 2019, before the
Covid-19 pandemic, government data showed.

The country saw an estimated 1,949,100 foreign
visitors last month amid higher tourism demand
during the cherry blossom season, up nearly 14-fold
from a year before, Xinhua news agency quoted the
Japan National Tourism Organization as saying.

The total number marks the highest figure of for-
eign visitors since February 2020, when the pan-
demic caused a sharp decline in arrivals, it said.

Meanwhile, the number of Japanese who went
overseas came to 560,200, up from 129,168 in April
last year, but still 66.4 per cent less than the same
month in 2019, the organisation said.

Pakistan to take measures to
address crisis of out-of-school
kids

Islamabad, May 18 (IANS) Pakistan will take spe-
cial measures to address the issue of out-of-school
children and maximise the enrollment of school-age
children across the country, according to the Minis-
try of Planning Development and Special Initiatives.

With an estimated 22.8 million children aged 5-
16 years out of school, Pakistan is among countries
with the highest numbers of out-of-school children
in the world, Xinhua news agency quoted the Min-
istry as saying in a statement.

In the 5-9 age group, 5 million children are not
enrolled in schools and 11.4 million adolescents
between the ages of 10-14 were currently not re-
ceiving formal education.

Visitor arrivals to Macao soar
274.7%

Macao City, May 18 (IANS) Visitor arrivals to
Macao surged 274.7 per cent year on year to
2,274,050 in April, the statistical agency said on
Thursday.

The figure represented a month-on-month rise
of 16.2 per cent, Xinhua news agency quoted the
latest report from the Statistics and Census Service
as saying.

Overnight visitors and same-day visitors soared
550.2 per cent and 157.7 per cent year on year to
1,176,456 and 1,097,594, respectively.

The number of visitors from China jumped by
159.3 per cent year on year to 1,386,944, while trav-
ellers from Hong Kong and Taiwan rocketed by
1,039.3 per cent and 419.0 per cent year on year to
745,282 and 33,295, respectively.

Pakistan rejects US report on
religious freedom

Islamabad, May 18 (IANS) Pakistan on Thursday
‘categorically’ rejected the US State Department’s re-
port on religious freedom in the country, saying
‘baseless’ assertions were made in it, media reported.

Speaking during a weekly presser, spokesperson
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said that Pakistan assured re-
ligious freedom and provided protection to its citi-
zens.

“We categorically reject the baseless assertions
made about Pakistan in the International Religious
Freedom Report released by the US Department of
State. Such ill-informed reporting exercises about
internal affairs of sovereign states are pointless, ir-
responsible and counterproductive,” the spokesper-
son said, Geo News reported.

G7 Summit begins in Japan, US to
announce more sanctions against Russia

Hiroshima, May 19
(IANS) The G7 leaders on Fri-
day began their three-days
of talks in the Japanese city
of Hiroshima, during which
the US is set to announce
fresh sanctions on Russia as
the continued war in
Ukraine will be a major point
of focus during the Summit.

Earlier in the day, Japa-
nese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida, who is chairing the
G7 gathering, welcomed the
leaders at Hiroshima’s Peace
Memorial Park with his wife
Yuko, reports public broad-
caster NHK.

The leaders in atten-
dance are US President Joe
Biden, French President
Emmanuel Macron, UK
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak,
German Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau,
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Ital-
ian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni, European Union
president Ursula von der
Leyen and European Coun-
cil president Charles Michel.

They also took turns lay-
ing wreaths at the
Hiroshima cenotaph and
later stood in a line with
their heads bowed, paying
respects to the estimated
140,000 people killed in the
August 1945 atomic bomb-
ing of Hiroshima and its af-
termath.

The leaders will also visit
the Peace Memorial Mu-
seum in the park and are
expected to meet the

atomic bomb survivors,
known as hibakusha, ac-
cording to the NHK.

In the afternoon, the G7
leaders are scheduled to
begin discussions at a hotel
in the city. A total of 10 ses-
sions will be held during the
three-day summit.

To wrap up the talks, the
leaders will issue a declara-
tion highlighting the main
points of their discussions.

Regarding the new US
sanctions on Russia, Wash-
ington is hoping that the
measures will convince the
other G7 countries to in-
crease theirs, reports the
BBC.

Washington says the
new measures, which in-
clude banning 70 entities
from receiving US exports as

well as another 300 new
sanctions on other individu-
als or entities, are aimed at
crippling Moscow’s “war
machine” in Ukraine.

The war in Ukraine, now
in its 15th month, is at the
top of the summit agenda.

According to unofficial
media reported, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelensky will virtually at-
tend the summit on Sunday.

Meanwhile, ‘no war’ pro-
tests are underway near the
G7 site, where demonstra-
tors are chanting anti-war
slogans, like “no to the sum-
mit. No to war”.

Japan’s choice of
Hiroshima as the host city
for the G7 Summit high-
lights the peace-building
theme of the gathering.

Syria’s Assad in Jeddah to attend
Arab League Summit

Riyadh, May 19 (IANS) Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad has arrived in the Saudi Arabian city of Jeddah
to attend the Arab League’s 32nd Summit on Friday,
marking the first time since the war-torn nation was
suspended from the regional body 12 years ago. Upon
his arrival late Thursday night, Assad was greeted by
Prince Badr bin Sultan, the deputy governor of Mecca,
along with Arab League Secretary-General Ahmed
Aboul-Gheit, and several other local officials, accord-
ing to the Syrian presidential media office in Damascus.
Striking a positive vibe, Assad smiled while shaking
hands with the officials receiving him at the airport.
The visit, the first since the beginning of the ongoing
Syrian war in 2011, comes as Damascus and Riyadh
have resumed diplomatic missions in both countries,
which had been suspended since November 2011.

Tsunami warning issued for Lord
Howe Island after 7.7-magnitude
quake: Aus Met Bureau

Canberra, May 19 (IANS) Australia’s Bureau of Meteo-
rology (BOM) on Friday announced that a tsunami warn-
ing is currently in place for Lord Howe Island, after a 7.7-
magnitude earthquake struck southeast of the Loyalty Is-
lands. The BOM warned that for the marine environment
of Lord Howe Island, there is the possibility of dangerous
rips, waves, and strong ocean currents, and some localised
overflow onto the immediate foreshore, which are ex-
pected to commence after 4.15 p.m. on Friday and persist
for several hours, reports Xinhua news agency. While evacu-
ations are not necessary for marine threat areas, the BOM
urged people in these areas to get out of the water and
move away from the immediate water’s edge.
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Micky Geller from Carp, Ontario, Canada, was a freshman at the University
of Lafayette-Indiana studying kinesiology when he died on May 6. No further
details on his death have been released, with his passing leaving his friends
and loved ones in deep shock. Geller was a member of the National Champion
Ragin' Cajuns Waterski Team, as well as the Canadian Junior National Waterski
team, and was ranked sixth in the world in the U-21 jump, according to his obit.
'It is with heavy hearts and great sadness that we share with all of you the news
that Micky Geller, from Ontario, has died suddenly,' Water Ski Canada posted
this week.

Sports Ministry approves
shooters Ganemat Sekhon,
Gurjoat Singh’s proposals to
train in Italy

New Delhi, May 19 (IANS) The Mission Olympic
Cell (MOC) of Sports Ministry has approved the pro-
posal of Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS)
shooters Ganemat Sekhon and Gurjoat Singhs pro-
posals to train in Italy under foreign coaches Piero
Genga and Ennio Falco respectively. Ganemat, who
recently won mixed team event Gold in the ISSF
World Cup in Cairo, Egypt, is currently ranked India’s
number one in the Women’s Skeet event, would be
spending 11 days training in Bari under Italian coach
Genga. On the other hand, Gurjoat will head to
Capua, to train at TAV Falco for 10 days, a media re-
lease said.

They both are preparing for the upcoming ISSF
World Championship and Asian Games which is set
to take place later this year. The financial assistance
will cover Ganemat and Gurjoat’s coaching fees,
range fees, ammunition costs, travel and lodging
costs, local transportation costs, and OPA among
other expenses.

Flamengo sign forward Araujo
from Atlanta

Rio de Janeiro, May 19 (IANS) Flamengo have
secured a deal to sign forward Luiz Araujo from At-
lanta United, the Brazilian club said.

The 26-year-old
signed a four-and-a-half-
year contract after
Flamengo agreed to a
reported transfer fee of
nine million euros, a
Xinhua report said.

“Clube de Regatas do
Flamengo has an agree-
ment with Luiz Araujo for

a contract valid from July 1, 2023 until December
31, 2027,” read a statement on Flamengo’s official
website. Araujo has made 60 appearances for At-
lanta and scored 13 goals following his 2021 move
from Lille. His career has also included spells with
Mirassol, Sao Paulo and Novorizontino.

Zurich, Vancouver Whitecaps
win FIFA Youth Cup titles

Zurich, May 19 (IANS) FC Zurich and Vancouver
Whitecaps claimed the men’s and women’s titles
respectively at the Blue Stars/FIFA Youth Cup. The
hometown favorite, FC Zurich, battled to a 0-0 draw
with Brazil’s Corinthians Paulista in a 50-minute
regulation match. They ultimately secured the
championship with a 2-0 victory in the penalty
shoot-out on Thursday night. In the women’s final,
Canada’s Whitecaps triumphed over Basel 1893 of
Switzerland in a penalty shootout, winning 5-4. The
Whitecaps spent most of the match down by a 1-0
scoreline but managed to draw level at 1-1 with a
decisive goal in the last minute, a Xinhua report said.
The tournament, a Zurich tradition since 1939, has
evolved since the Blue Stars Zurich club held the
inaugural “Blue Stars” junior tournament 84 years
ago. FIFA began sponsoring the event in 1991 and
renamed it the “Blue Stars/FIFA Youth Cup” in 1995.
The women’s competition was introduced in 2018.
However, the tournament had to be suspended in
2020 and 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

UTT Season 4: World No. 12 Aruna leads exciting line-up;
Sharath, Sathiyan, Manika key attractions among Indians

Mumbai, May 19 (IANS)
Ace paddler Quadri Aruna
will spearhead a strong
players line-up for season
four of Ultimate Table Tennis
(UTT), which will also feature
Indian stars like Achanta
Sharath Kamal, Sathiyan
Gnanasekaran and Manika
Batra.

One of Africa’s greatest
table tennis players, Aruna,
who is currently ranked 12th
in the world and played the
first two seasons of UTT
makes his return to India for
a third time.

Besides Aruna, World No.
32 Benedikt Duda of Ger-
many, World No. 34 Omar
Assar of Egypt, Alvaro Rob-
les of Spain, who won a
Doubles Silver at the 2019
World Championships will
also be part of Season 4,
scheduled to be held at the
Balewadi Sports Complex in
Pune from July 13-30.

USA’s Lily Zhang (WR24),
Australia’s Yangzi Liu
(WR32), Thailand’s Suthasini
Sawettabut ( WR33) and
Barbora Balazova of Slovakia
(WR44) will be the interna-
tional women’s players in

the draft pool, a media re-
lease said.

Veteran paddler Sharath
Kamal who holds the record
of 10 nationals titles,
Sathiyan who is India’s top
ranked men’s player at the
moment (WR51) and World
No. 39 Batra will headline
the Indian line-up along
with some of the promising
young talents such as reign-
ing national champion
Sreeja Akula, who has just
won back-to-back Nationals
Titles, U-19 boys national
title holder Payas Jain, Diya
Chitale, S Fidel R Snehit and
Ankur Bhattacharjee.

The upcoming season
will feature six teams:
Bengaluru Smashers,
Chennai Lions, Dabang
Delhi TTC, Goa Challengers,

Puneri Paltan Table Tennis
and U Mumba TT.

After recently picking
their coaches at the UTT
Season 4 Coach Draft, each
franchise will now look to
build a strong six-member
squad at the UTT Season 4
Player Draft to be held in
Mumbai next month.

From a pool of 40 avail-
able players, each team can
choose two foreigners —
one male and one female
and four Indians — two
male and two female. Every
team has the right to retain
one player from the previ-
ous season. The franchise-
based league is promoted
by Niraj Bajaj and Vita Dani
under the auspices of the
Table Tennis Federation of
India.

Sevilla dig deep to reach
Europa League final

Madrid, May 19
(IANS) Sevilla triumphed
over Juventus 2-1 in an
exhilarating 120-minute
contest that extended
into extra time, cement-
ing a 3-2 aggregate vic-
tory to book a Europa
League final against
Roma.

Securing this chance
to vie for their seventh
Europa League title is a
testament to Sevilla’s re-
markable transforma-
tion under coach Jose
Luis Mendilibar, who has
overseen just one defeat
in his 12-game tenure.

The initial half was
an absolute spectacle of
offensive prowess, with
both teams creating op-
portunities to seize con-
trol in a fervently con-
tested match, a Xinhua
report said.

Sevilla’s goalkeeper,
Bono, made an extraordi-
nary save in the game’s
12th minute, deflecting
Gatti’s powerful header fol-
lowing a corner kick. Sevilla
dominated possession, and
Juventus goalkeeper
Wojciech Szczesny was
forced to pull off a last-ditch
save to thwart Lucas
Ocampos’ diving header in
the 23rd minute.

Following this, Youssef
En-Nesyri inadvertently ob-
structed Ivan Rakitic after a
corner, whereas at the other
end, Angel Di Maria squan-
dered two prime opportu-
nities to put Juventus in the
lead, sending one shot wide
and failing to lift the ball
over Bono.

The action remained re-
lentless, with Szczesny
twice denying Marcos
Acuna, while Moise Kean’s

effort clanged off the
frame at the other end.
Ocampos continued to
pressure Szczesny, but a
promising penalty ap-
peal for Sevilla was dis-
missed. Despite Juan
Cuadrado apparently
fouling Oliver Torres, and
TV images suggesting
the foul occurred at least
on the edge of the area,
the VAR did not inter-
vene.

In the second half,
substitute Vlahovic put
Juventus ahead, capital-
izing on poor control in
the Sevilla defence to
clip the ball over Bono in
the 65th minute. How-
ever, Sevilla responded
swiftly, with Suso equal-
izing just six minutes
later via an unstoppable
shot from outside the
box.

Italian Open: Tsitsipas ousts Coric to set
semi-final showdown against Medvedev

Rome, May 19 (IANS)
Stefanos Tsitsipas earned a
commanding 6-3, 6-4 win
over Borna Coric at the Ital-
ian Open to set a block-
buster semi-final against
third seed Daniil Medvedev,
here.

“He’s been playing well
and I’m playing [well] also,”
Tsitsipas said on court of his
upcoming match against
Medvedev, after his win on
Thursday night.

“I feel good on court, re-
gardless if it’s a night ses-
sion or a day session and I
really hope to bring the
best out of me against him.
I feel like he’s playing bet-
ter than the years before,”
he added.

Tsitsipas is now 13-3

this clay-court season and
he has earned all four of his
victories at the Foro Italico
in straight sets. The 2022
Rome finalist saved three of
the four break points he
faced against Coric to ad-
vance after one hour and 36
minutes.

The Greek used a good
mix of power and creativity,
changing the spin on his
shots and using his drop
shot well. Coric missed a de-
fensive backhand long to
allow Tsitsipas to serve for
the first set, which he did
successfully.

The fifth seed appeared
in full control when he hit a
forehand passing shot to
break in the second set, but
he gave back his advantage

in the next game.
Tsitsipas did not panic

against a player who has
rallied against him before.
He earned his third service
break of the match and
then successfully served for
his place in the semi-finals.

“This is clay-court ten-
nis, things escalated quite
quickly. And there was a
turning point, but accom-
panied by my great
shotmaking, at the very im-
portant moments, I was
able to retrieve that and get
back and hold,” Tsitsipas
said.

“[I played] a great ser-
vice game in the very last
game, serving excellently
and just feeling the energy
point by point,” he added.

thereby making it more
than 150 cr brand in a short
span of time.”

“Initially launched in
Central & Eastern India, the
brand quickly developed a
strong following because of
its product quality,
affordability and unique fra-
grances. AWL is now in the
process of rolling out the
Alife soap range pan-India
backed with its strong ad-
vertising & marketing cam-
paigns, showcasing its
proposition of ‘Khoobsurati
Ka Jadoo’.” he added. Alife
soap is available in bundle
packs of 100gm and 58gm
in variants that include Lime,
Rose, Sandal, and Lily along
with Glycerin soap. The
launch of the new TV com-
mercial for Alife Soap is yet
another step forward for
Adani Wilmar, as the com-
pany continues to expand
its portfolio of high-quality
consumer goods products.

Adani Wilmar’s quirky new TVC campaign
promotes Alife Soap’s ‘Khoobsurati ka Jadoo’

Ahmedabad, Adani
Wilmar Limited (AWL), one
of the largest food and
FMCG companies in India,
has launched a new TV com-
mercial for Alife Soap. The
TVC, titled 'Ab Chaleyga
Khoobsurati Ka Jadoo’, con-
ceptualized by HCF and di-
rected by renowned film di-
rector and ad-filmmaker
Rensil D'Silva, highlights the
unique qualities and ben-
efits of the soap, emphasiz-
ing the fact that it provides
affordable beauty with the
best quality ingredients.

The TV commercial
which goes on air today re-
volves around people who
are left stunned by the
beauty of a girl who uses
Alife Soap. The ad goes on to
highlight the superior qual-
ity and value proposition of
the product that has been
generating significant inter-
est among consumers. The
TVC campaign will be ex-

tended across digital plat-
forms like YouTube,
Instagram and Facebook for
maximum visibility. It will
also run a BTL campaign
across the Central, East and
Northern Regions of India,
targeting major festivals
and ground activations for
better brand visibility.

Commenting on the lat-
est TVC launch campaign,
Mr.Vineeth Viswambharan,
Associate Vice President,
Marketing & Sales, Adani
Wilmar said, “Adani Wilmar
operates the country’s
single largest soap noodles
manufacturing facility at its
integrated state-of-the-art
edible oil refining plant at
Mundra, ensuring the best
quality raw material for its
foray into upstream value-
added personal care prod-
ucts with its brand Alife. Alife
soap has been rewarded by
consumers for its high-qual-
ity and affordable price

Gurugram, Nissan Motor
India Pvt. Ltd. introduced the
Magnite GEZA Special Edi-
tion of the best-selling B-
SUV for Indian customers.
The Magnite GEZA Special
Edition offers a premium
audio and infotainment ex-
perience, making it the per-
fect companion for every
journey. The Magnite GEZA
Special Edition is inspired by
Japanese theatre and its ex-
pressive musical themes.
Based on this concept, the
Magnite GEZA Special Edi-
tion offers advanced
infotainment features that
deliver an enhanced sen-
sory experience. The Nissan
Magnite GEZA Special Edi-
tion is now available for
booking and the prices will
be announced on 26 May
2023. The Magnite GEZA
Special Edition comes with
a bouquet of feature en-
hancements including:

·       High-Resolution
22.86cm Touchscreen

·       Trajectory Rear Cam-
era, Shark Fin Antenna

·       Premium Beige

Nissan introduces the Magnite GEZA
Special Edition with  22.86cm Touchscreen

Colour Seat Upholstery
Rakesh Srivastava, Man-

aging Director, Nissan Motor
India commented on the in-
troduction, saying, "The Big,
Bold, Beautiful Nissan
Magnite is a game changer
with its unmatched value,
high safety ranking and low
cost of maintenance. We are
introducing the Magnite
GEZA Special Edition with
best-in-class contemporary
features that enhances the
Magnite’s value proposition
for discerning customers”.

The Magnite has re-
ceived several prestigious
accolades since its launch,
including the recently
awarded ‘2023 ICONIC
Brand of the Year’ at the
Dainik Jagran INext ICONIC
Awards; ‘Compact SUV of
the Year 2021’ by Top Gear;
‘Game Changer’ award by
Motor Octane; and ‘Value for
Money’ by Autocar India,
amongst others.

The Nissan Magnite has
achieved a 4-Star Safety Rat-
ing for Adult Occupant
Safety from Global NCAP of-

fering the best safety stan-
dards within its segment.
Nissan has recently en-
hanced the Magnite by in-
troducing additional safety
features across all variants,
in addition to transitioning
to BS6 Phase 2, increasing its
value. The Magnite has
proven to be the preferred
choice of vehicle in India's B-
SUV segment. The model
was launched in December
2020, has been designed in
Japan and manufactured in
India, aligning with Nissan
Motor India's manufactur-
ing philosophy of 'Make-In-
India, Make for the World.'

The Big, Bold and Beau-
tiful Nissan Magnite is cur-
rently exported to 15 global
markets, with its most re-
cent launches in Seychelles,
Bangladesh, Uganda and
Brunei. In recent years,
Nissan Motor India has
shifted its primary export
market from Europe to
Middle Eastern countries
such as Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Oman, Qatar, Bahrain,
and Kuwait.

regardless of the impact on
public health, but G7 leaders
must resist. We cannot
double-down on implemen-
tation of intellectual property
rules that makes pandemics
longer, costlier, and deadlier,”
Dr Craig Spencer, Associate
Professor of the Practice,
Brown University School of
Public Health, wrote in the let-
ter.

“G7 Health Ministers have
discussed preparing for the
next pandemic but have not
considered important les-
sons from Covid-19. The vari-
ants of concern provide com-
pelling evidence of how
short-sighted the hoarding of
vaccine doses, undermining
of COVAX, and protection of
IP rights on a global public
good in a pandemic situation
by the wealthiest nations
was,” added Dr Quarraisha
Abdool Karim, Associate Sci-
entific Director of CAPRISA.

After longer videos,
voice & video chats

coming on Twitter: Musk
New Delhi, May 19 (IANS) After launching longer vid-

eos for paid Blue subscribers as he plans to make Twitter
an everything app like WeChat, Elon Musk on Friday an-
nounced that a voice and video chat facility is coming soon
on the platform.

Following the announcement of several new features
on the micro-blogging platform, Musk tweeted, “I hope this
platform increasingly brings you joy and elucidation”.

The tech billionaire had also announced the voice and
video chat feature earlier this month, along with other fea-
tures such as encrypted DMs.

“Coming soon will be voice and video chat from your
handle to anyone on this platform, so you can talk to people
anywhere in the world without giving them your phone
number,” Musk wrote.

Twitter has now expanded the video upload limit from
60 minutes to two hours on the platform for paid users.

Earlier, longer video uploads were only possible via the
web, but users can now also upload via the iOS app, how-
ever, the maximum upload quality remains 1080p.

Moreover, there is no limit to the number of videos us-
ers can upload, even if all videos are the maximum length,
according to Twitter.Twitter introduced the long video up-
load feature in December last year, and it recently added
new playback speed controls to the web as well.

Scientists call on G7 leaders to ensure
equality in pandemic preparedness
New Delhi, May 19 (IANS)

Global scientists and public
health experts on Friday
warned G7 leaders that the
world is not prepared for the
next pandemic and, without
urgent action, will repeat the
inequality of the Covid-19
vaccine rollout in the next
health crisis.

In a letter ahead of the G7
summit in Hiroshima, Japan,
the experts called on the
leaders to ensure that low
and middle-income countries
can access and produce vac-
cines, tests, and treatments in
the event of a pandemic.

It comes as governments
at the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) negotiate a Pan-
demic Accord — commonly
referred to as Pandemic
Treaty — that will govern
how the world prepares for
and responds to the next glo-
bal health crisis.

In their letter, the scien-

tists said that G7 leaders must
protect “equity and the right
to life” over “windfall profits” in
the negotiations.

In the Covid-19 pan-
demic, “strict intellectual
property rules secured mo-
nopolies for pharmaceutical
companies and prevented
the widespread production
of affordable generic vaccines
and medicines in developing
countries,” the scientists said.

The signatories also
hailed measures in a draft of
the Pandemic Accord that
would require the suspension
of intellectual property (IP)
rules on relevant products
and the transfer of technol-
ogy to low- and middle-in-
come countries when WHO
declares a public health
emergency with interna-
tional concern.

“The pharmaceutical in-
dustry will always lobby to
maximise their own profits,

recently added new play-
back speed controls to the
web as well. Several users
expressed their thoughts on
this development on Twit-
ter.

“Sweet. When can we
monetise them?,” a user
commented. Another user
wrote, “Long videos are
good, and I hope you focus
on them as an alternative to
YouTube. Short videos are
bad. I hope you don’t imitate

tik tok, shorts
and reels”.

One more
user said, “Mov-
ies in coming”.

Meanwhile,
Musk has con-
firmed that
L i n d a
Yaccarino, NBC

Universal’s Chairman of Glo-
bal Advertising and Partner-
ships, will take over as the
new CEO of Twitter, making
“it the everything app”. His
role will transition to being
executive chair and CTO,
“overseeing product, soft-
ware and system opera-
tions”.

Twitter takes on YouTube, allows paid
users to upload 2-hr long videos

New Delhi, May 19
(IANS) Elon Musk-run Twit-
ter is gearing up to take on
YouTube as it has now al-
lowed paid users to upload
videos up to two hours in
length on the platform.

The microblogging plat-
form also changed its Twit-
ter Blue page and an-
nounced that the video file
size limit for paid users has
been raised from 2GB to
8GB. “Twitter Blue Verified
subscribers
can now
upload 2-
hour videos
( 8 G B ) , ”
M u s k
tweeted on
Thursday.

P r e v i -
o u s l y ,
longer video uploads were
only possible via the web,
but users can now also up-
load via the iOS app. Despite
these changes, the maxi-
mum upload quality re-
mains 1080p.

Twitter introduced the
long video upload feature in
December last year, and it

New Delhi, May 19
(IANS) Meta (formerly
Facebook) is building its
first-generation custom sili-
con chip for running artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) models,
saying its AI compute needs
will grow dramati-
cally over the next
decade as we
break new ground
in AI research.

Called MTIA
(Meta Training and
Inference Accel-
erator), the in-
house, custom ac-
celerator chip will
provide greater compute
power and efficiency than
CPUs, and is customised for
internal workloads.

“By deploying both
MTIA chips and GPUs, we’ll
deliver better performance,
decreased latency and
greater efficiency for each
workload,” said Santosh
Janardhan, VP and Head of
Infrastructure at Meta.

The company also plans
a new AI-optimised data

Meta working on new AI chip,
next-gen GPUs for video workloads

centre design and the sec-
ond phase of its 16,000 GPU
supercomputer for AI re-
search.

“These efforts — and
additional projects still un-
derway — will enable us to

develop larger, more sophis-
ticated AI models and then
deploy them efficiently at
scale,” Janardhan added.

The next-generation
data centre will be an AI-
optimised design, support-
ing liquid-cooled AI hard-
ware and a high-perfor-
mance AI network connect-
ing thousands of AI chips
together for data centre-
scale AI training clusters.

“It will also be faster and

more cost-effective to build,
and it will complement
other new hardware such as
our first in-house-devel-
oped ASIC solution, MSVP
(Meta Scalable Video Pro-
cessor), which is designed to
power the constantly grow-
ing video workloads at
Meta,” Janardhan informed.

Meta’s Research
SuperCluster (RSC) AI
supercomputer, which the
company believes is one of
the fastest AI
supercomputers in the
world, was built to train the
next generation of large AI
models to power new aug-
mented reality tools, con-
tent understanding systems,
real-time translation tech-
nology and more.

“ C u s t o m - d e s i g n i n g
much of our infrastructure
enables us to optimize an
end-to-end experience
from the physical layer to
the virtual layer to the soft-
ware layer to the actual user
experience,” said Meta.

-IANS
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Manufacturer & Exporter
of Speciality  Chemicals

CMC-Sodium Carboxymethyl Cellulose
For Textiles, Detergents, Paints, Pesti-

cide, Ceramic, Oil well drilling,  Welding
Electrodes etc.

CMS-Carboxy Methyl Starch
For Textiles, Briquettes,

Cellulose Powder For welding rods
Address : Plot No 5623/c, Phase II,

GIDC Industrial Area, Vatva,
Ahmedabad-382445. Gujarat India.

CONTACT +91 98799 97220,
 E-MAIL : info@patelindustries.co.in

Pune, Suzlon Group,
India’s largest renewable
energy solutions provider,
today announced a signifi-
cant order featuring the
new 3MW series within a
month. This order is for the
development of a 69 MW
wind power project for the
Indian subsidiary of a lead-
ing Nordic Energy Company.
Suzlon will install 23 wind tur-
bine generators (WTGs) with
a Hybrid Lattice Tubular (HLT)
tower and a rated capacity of
3 MW each. The project is lo-
cated at Karnataka and is ex-
pected to be commissioned in
2024.

This is the fourth order of
the larger wind turbine model
from the new 3 MW series - the
S144-140m is part of the
agreement wherein Suzlon
Energy will supply the wind
turbines (equipment supply)
and project supervision and

Suzlon secures a 69+ MW order for the 3
MW series from a leading Nordic Energy

commissioning. Suzlon will
also provide operations and
maintenance services post-
commissioning.

JP Chalasani, Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Suzlon Group, said,
“At Suzlon, we take great pride
that a leading Nordic Energy
company with a proven global
track record in renewable en-
ergy has placed their trust in
Suzlon for their first wind en-
ergy project outside of Europe.
This order is a testament to the
quality and reliability of our
technology and service solu-
tions. Targeting the Commer-
cial & Industrial (C&I) con-
sumer segment, this order will
help in expanding the reach of
renewable energy to more In-
dian industries, driving them
toward their net-zero targets.
Suzlon is committed to lead-
ing India's renewable energy
vision by providing solutions
that combine proven technol-

ogy with world-class service
offerings. Together with our
customers and our valued
partners, we will continue to
push the boundaries of what
is possible and drive meaning-
ful progress towards a cleaner,
greener, and more prosper-
ous tomorrow for all.” The
largest renewable energy
solutions provider in India,
The Suzlon Group is proud
to announce its 3 MW series
of wind turbines. With the
primary objective of in-
creasing generation, reduc-
ing the cost of energy, and
contributing to an
Aatmanirbhar Bharat, this
series marks a significant
milestone for the company
and the country's wind en-
ergy sector.
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Musk sends letter to Nadella, accuses
Microsoft of violating Twitter data

New York, (IANS) Elon
Musk’s personal lawyer
has sent a letter to
Microsoft Chairman and
CEO Satya Nadella, accus-
ing the tech giant of vio-
lating Twitter’s developer
agreement for an ex-
tended period of time.

Musk’s personal law-
yer Alex Spiro said in the
letter sent on behalf of
Twitter that their recent
review of the tech giant’s
activity on the Microsoft
Apps indicates that
“Microsoft may have been
in violation of multiple
provisions of the Agree-
ment for an extended pe-
riod of time”.

Microsoft integrated
eight separate Twitter’s
APIs with its products like
Xbox, Bing search and its

ads platform.
By registering and using

these eight Twitter API apps
(collectively, the Microsoft
Apps), the company agreed
to comply with Twitter’s De-
veloper Agreement and
Policy.

Microsoft Apps ac-
cessed Twitter’s APIs over
780 million times and re-
trieved over 26 billion
tweets in 2022 alone, ac-
cording to the letter.

“Indeed, for one of the
Microsoft Apps, Microsoft’s
account information out-
right states that it intends to
allow its customers to “go
around throttling limits,” the
letter stated.

Outgoing Twitter CEO
last month threatened to
sue Microsoft over claims
that the company “trained

illegally using Twitter
data”.

Musk reacted after
Microsoft dropped Twit-
ter from its advertising
platform as it allegedly
refused to pay Twitter’s
application program-
ming interface (API) fees.

“They trained illegally
using Twitter data. Law-
suit time,” said Musk in a
tweet.

The Spiro letter to
Nadella, however, does
not say anything about
taking legal action.

A Microsoft spokes-
person told The Verge
that they heard from a
law firm representing
Twitter with some ques-
tions about “our previous
use of the free Twitter
API”.

Google to kill 3rd-party cookies
for 1% of Chrome users early

New Delhi, May 19 (IANS) Google has announced
it will migrate one per cent of Chrome users to Pri-
vacy Sandbox and deprecate third-party cookies for
them in Q1 2024.

The move will support developers in conducting
real world experiments that assess the readiness and
effectiveness of their products without third-party
cookies, said Anthony Chavez, VP, Privacy Sandbox.

The Privacy Sandbox is an ecosystem-wide ini-
tiative to ensure an open and thriving web, by im-
proving user privacy and giving businesses the tools
they need to succeed online.

Google has collaborated with the web ecosystem
to develop new, privacy-preserving technologies
that don’t rely on cross-site tracking identifiers or
covert techniques like fingerprinting.

“In addition, in Q4 of 2023, we will introduce the
ability for developers to simulate Chrome third-party
cookie deprecation for a configurable percentage of
their users. This will enable developer-controlled test-
ing that can benefit from higher levels of third party
cookie-less traffic,” Chavez informed.

US-based firm TuSimple to
reduce 30% of workforce

San Francisco, May 19 (IANS) US-based autono-
mous trucking company Tu Simple has announced
to lay off about 30 per cent of its workforce globally
as it works to preserve cash and stay in business.

According to TuSimple, the company had about
550 employees in the US prior to the layoff, and after
the reduction, it will have about 220 employees, re-
ports TechCrunch. “We believe this is the right num-
ber of employees to work toward achieving our goals
while preserving the cash on our balance sheet as
well as retain strong publicly listed company capa-
bilities,” the company was quoted as saying.

The announcement, made early Thursday, comes
a week after the company disclosed that it had been
delisted by the Nasdaq for failing to file its quarterly
report on time, according to the report.

The company hasn’t filed a quarterly report for
the fourth quarter or full-year results.

Moreover, the report said that the company plans
to keep its Chinese-based subsidiaries and is no
longer exploring a sale.

We did not concoct a plan to
slash 55,000 jobs in last 36 hours:
BT CEO

London, May 19 (IANS) The UK telecommunica-
tion giant BT Group, which has announced to slash a
massive 55,000 jobs by the end of the decade, did
not suddenly concoct a plan in the last 36 hours and
announced it to the world, its CEO Philip Jansen has
said. The telecom company which has around
130,000 employees as of today, will move to a total
workforce of between 75,000 and 90,000 people.

“There is no surprise on the jobs. This is not a new
plan that we suddenly concocted in the last 36 hours
and announced it, right. This is the plan that we have
been working on for a long-time,” Jansen told ana-
lysts during the company’s earnings call on Thurs-
day.

He said that the company did not announce this
before “because we wanted to get some runs on the
board in terms of delivery of performance, both in
terms of build and provisioning, but also efficiencies
and I think we’ve done enough of that”. On AI and
job threats, the BT CEO said that there will be new
jobs as a result of new technologies.

China becomes world’s biggest
exporter of cars after
overtaking Japan

Beijing, May 19 (IANS) China said that it has be-
come the world’s biggest exporter of cars after over-
taking Japan in the first three months of the year.

China exported 1.07 million vehicles in the pe-
riod, up 58 per cent compared to the first quarter of
2022, the BBC reported.

At the same time Japan’s vehicle exports stood
at 954,185, after edging up 6 per cent from a year
earlier. China’s exports were boosted by demand for
electric cars and sales to Russia.

Last year, the Asian giant overtook Germany to
become the world’s second largest car exporter.

According to China’s General Administration of
Customs, the country exported 3.2 million vehicles
in 2022, compared to Germany’s 2.6 million vehicle
exports, the BBC reported.

ROLCON ENGINEERING COMPANY LIMITED
 CIN : L29259GJ1961PLC001439

 Reg. Office Address: Anand Sojitra Road, Vallabh Vidyanagar - 388120, Gujarat-India

PARTICULARS

EXTRACT OF STATEMENT OF STANDALONE AND CONSOLIDATED AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE
 QUARTER & YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2023.

CONSOLIDATED

31-03-2023
Audited

STANDALONE

1 Total Income from Operations 1333.93 1102.38 1094.52 4754.90 4189.80 1333.93 1102.38 1094.52 4754.90 4189.80

2 Net Profit / (Loss) from Ordinary Activity (Before Tax and extra
Ordinary Items) 155.88 80.16 122.83 465.49 401.73 156.09 80.33 122.92 466.41 398.79

3 Net Profit / (Loss) for the Period before Tax (After extra
Ordinary Items) 155.88 80.16 121.83 465.49 401.73 156.09 80.33 122.92 466.41 398.79

4 Net Profit / (Loss) for the Period after Tax
(After extra Ordinary Items) 106.72 52.57 89.08 321.96 292.65 106.93 52.74 89.17 322.89 289.71

5 Total Comprehensive Income for the period
[Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the period  (after tax) and Other
Comprehensive  Income (after tax)] 190.33 56.12 87.94 410.16 318.17 190.48 56.34 87.91 410.97 315.12

6  Equity Share Capital 75.60 75.60 75.60 75.60 75.60 75.60 75.60 75.60 75.60 75.60

7 Reserves (Excluding Reseves shoen in the Balance Sheet
of the Previous Year) - - - 1795.65 1394.89 - - - 1793.40 1391.85

8 Earnings Per Share (before and after extraordinary items):

Basic  and Diluted 14.12 6.95 11.78 42.59 38.71 14.14 6.98 11.79 42.71 38.32

Place : Vallabh Vidyanagar
Date   :  May 19, 2023

For and on behalf of
Rolcon Engineering Company Limited,

Sd/-   Ashish S. Amin (Managing Director)
(DIN:01130354)

Notes:
1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarter and year ended March 31, 2023 Standalone and consolidated Audited Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33

of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Financial Results for the Quarter and year ended March 31, 2023, are available on the Stock Exchange
websites:www.bseindia.com and company's website:www.rolcon@rolconengineering.com.

2. The above Financial Result were reviewed and recommended by Audit Committee and approved by the Board of Directors at their meeting held on May 19, 2023..
3 The company is engaged in the business of manufacturing of “Engineering Goods”, which is the only "Operating Segment" as per Ind AS 108. Accordingly, no separate segement information has been

provided.
4. Figures of the Previuos Quarter /year have been regrouped / recasted whereever necessary.

Sr.
No.

(Rs in Lakh except EPS)
 Quarter Ended

31-03-2022
Audited

31-12-2022
Unaudited

31-03-2023
Audited

31-12-2022
Unaudited

31-03-2023
Audited

31-03-2022
Audited

 Quarter Ended
31-03-2023

Audited
31-03-2022

Audited
31-03-2022

Audited

(Rs in Lakh except EPS)
Year Ended Year Ended

Gujarat Water Supply & Sewerage Board

Tender are invited through Two Bid E-Tendering by the Executive Engineer,
P.H.Mech.Dn.Main water tank Compound Old Junction Road, Surendranagar
work of the Drilling 200 mm dia and up to 450 Meters deep Dual over burdan
type DTH bore in allstrata in various villages of Surendranagar district Est.Amt.
(94.23 Lack) Tender Documents can be seen, downloaded & submitted on
website https://www.nprocure.com. Last date for on line bid submission Dt.30/
05/2023 up to 18.00 Hrs, Physical from latest by Dt.31/05/2023 up to 15.00
Any additional information of the tender will be available at above mentioned
office. All Right is reserved to reject any or all tenders without assigning any
reasons thereof. If any Amendments, it will be Published on web site.
For the  Problem of Drinking water in rural water supply scheme contact Tall
Free no.1916.

Tender Notice No.2/2023-24
Online Tender I.D.: 593113

(3rd Attempt Short Tender Notice)

{krníke/MkwhuLÿLkøkh/72/23-24

GOVERNMENT OF GUJARAT
NARMADA WATER RESOURCES, WATER SUPPLY &

 KALPSAR DEPARTMENT
E-TENDER NOTICE NO.07 OF 2023-24

In the name and on behalf of Governor Gujarat State the Executive Drainage Division
No.2, Surat-395007 (PhoneNo.0261-2669596) Invites online tender from registered
Agencies/Organization/Persons/Mandlis/Companies for the below mentioned work:

sr. Name of Work A.Tender Fee
no. B. Solvency

C.EMD
D. Time Limit Work

1 Desilting of river Tapi in up (A) Rs.18,000/-
Stream of singapor wetir (B) Rs.1,00,00,000/-

(C) Rs.2,00.000/- (in from of
FDR of Nationalize/
Scheduled bank
/unconditional bank guarantee.
(D) 3Years for completion of
work and 5 years
maintenance.

2  Downloading of tender Document Dt.20/05/2023 to
Dt.15/05/2023 up to
18.00 Hrs.

4 Tender Uploading Date Dt.20/05/2023 to
Dt.15/05/2023 up to
18.00 Hrs.

5 Pre-Bid Meeting Dt.01/06/2023 to 12.00 Hours
Chief Engineer (S.G.) and
additional Secretery,
2nd floor, Committee Room,
Block No.9, Sachivalaya,
Gandhinagar.

6 P Q bid opening Date Dt.22/06/2023  at 12.00 Hours
7. Last date & Physical Submission Dt.16-06-2023, to

of Tender fee. EMD & Other Dt.21/06.2023, up to 18.00
Documents in Division office Hrs. (during office hours)
during office hours by RPAD/
Speed Post/Courier only.
inquiry / Contact office Address Executive Engineer,

Drainage Division No.2,3rd
Floor, Sinchaibhavan, Near
Lourdes Convest High
School Bus Stop, Athwalines,
Surat, Ph. No.0261-2669596
email:ex.dd2surat@gmail.com
Superintenging Engineer
Surat irrigation Circle,Near
MTB College, Athwalines,
Surat Ph.0261-2668760
email:sesicsurat@gmail.com

Mahiti/Surat/255/2023

Further details are also available on website www.nwr.nprocure.com
and wwww.statetenders.gujarat.gov.in
Note: it is requested to study all the Terms and Conditions before Bidding
forthe Tender.

Gujarat Water Supply & Sewerage Board

Tender are invited through Two Bid E-Tendering by the Executive Engineer,
P.H.Mech.Dn.Main water tank Compound Old Junction Road, Surendranagar
work of the Drilling 200 mm dia and up to 450 Meters deep DTH bore in soft/
Hard rock formation in various villages of Surenedranagar district Est.Amt.
(99.52 Lack) Tender Documents can be seen, downloaded & submitted on
website https://www.nprocure.com. Last date for on line bid submission
Dt.30/05/2023 up to 18.00 Hrs, Physical from latest by Dt.31/05/2023 up to
15.00 Any additional information of the tender will be available at above
mentioned office. All Right is reserved to reject any or all tenders without
assigning any reasons thereof. If any Amendments, it will be Published on
web site.
For the  Problem of Drinking water in rural water supply scheme contact Tall
Free no.1916.

Tender Notice No.1/2023-24
Online Tender I.D.: 593105

(3rd Attempt Short Tender Notice)

{krníke/MkwhuLÿLkøkh/73/23-24

UMARGAM MUNICIPALITY, UMARGAM
E-TENDERING NOTICE/TWO BID SYSTEM

Umargam Municipality, Umargam, Dist.Valsad, Gujarat invites on line
e-tenders from the firms registered in appropriate category for the
following works.
Sr.           Name of Work Estimated Cost
No. EMD

Tender Fee
Category of Registration

1. Tender for under ground drainage 1,39,20,521
house connection to main line at 1,39,200
various area in Umargam 3600
Muicipality, Under SJMMSVY “B” Class & Above
Grant Year 2021-22.

The details and the terms & condition are mentioned in the
tender form. The rights are reserved to reject the online tenders
without assigning any reasons. More details regarding the
tender can be available on the website of www.nprocure.com.
The tender downloading and submitting facility will be available
from www.nprocure.com. For submitting the on line tender
and to obtain the digital signature registration from (n) code
solution ltd. and For more help please contact on the telephone
no. (079) 26857316/17/18 ext.321 and toll free no.1800 233 1010.
Price bids of only that contractor shall be opened who satisfy the
bid evaluation criteria mentioned in the tender document relating
to annual turn over, largest value of job done and work experience
of similar nature of works.

Chief Officer
Umbergaon
Municipality

Executive Chairman
Umbergaon
Municipality

President
Umbergaon
Municipality INF/Valsad/126/2023

MILESTONE DATES
Bid Documents Downloading Start Date 25/05/2023 from 10.00 Hrs.
Last Date for Submission of Online Tender 04/06/2023 upto 17.00 Hrs.
Dates of Submitting the Tender Fee/E.M.D. 11/06/2023 from 11.00 to 16.00 Hrs.
and relevant Documents of the Tender at the Umargam Municipality.
Openings Dates for online Tender Technical Bid on 12/06/2023 at 12.00
Technical Bid Price Bid Hrs. Price Bid  date to be intimated later.

GUJARAT WATER SUPPLY &
SEWERAGE BOARD

BRIEF SHORT NOTICE INVITING ONLINE TENDER FOR REQUEST FOR
EMPANELMENT FOR REQUEST FOR EMPANELMENT OF AGENCIES ON

RETAINER BASIS FOR O & M OF RWSS
Tender id: 593357

SECTOR-10/A, GANDHINAGAR

INF/379/23-24

GWSSB invites online tender through e-tendering for Request for
Empanelment of Agencies on retainer basis for Operation & maintenance
of Regional Water Supply Schemes. Interested bidder who wish to
participate in above tender may view the detailed tender notice & down
loade the Tender documents free cost from web site.
https://www.nprocure.com
The last date of submission of online tender is 30-05-2023

GUJARAT WATER SUPPLY &
SEWERAGE BOARD

BRIEF SHORT NOTICE INVITING ONLINE TENDER FOR FIXING
FIXED QUANTITY CONTRACT FOR SUPPLY OF C.I.D. JOINTS

WITH EPDM RUBBER RING FOR THE YEAR 2023

SECTOR-10/A, GANDHINAGAR

INF/380/23-24

GWSSB invites online tender through e-tendering for Manufacture,
Supply & Delievery of C.I.D. Joints with EPDM Rubber ring (75 to
315mm Dia for various dia of PVC Pipes.) Confirming to Relevant
IS or as per given specification from Indian Manufacturer only.
Estimated amount Rs.3915.09 Lacs (Without GST). Interested
bidder whi wish to participate in above tender may view the detailed
tender notice & down load the Tender documents at free website.
https://www.nprocure.com
The last date of submission of online tender is 26-05-2023

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  PATEL GULAM ISMAIL to

VAHALUWALA GULAMBHAI
ISMAIL

Add. 948, Asyana Nagar,
Sherpura, Bharuch-392015

V033

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  RATHOD YOGESHKUMAR

VINODRAY to YOGESH
SURESHBHAI GUJRATI
Add. B-406, Saraswati
Complex, Nava Faliya,

Katargam, Surat-395004
817A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  PATEL NAYANABEN

SURESHKUMAR to PATEL
NAYNABEN

SURESHKUMAR
Add. A-20, Ayodhya Nagari

Society, G.S.T.Chenpur Road,
New Ranip Ahmedabad-

382470
817

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  PATEL PANKAJKUMAR

PARSOTTAMBHAI to  PATEL
PANKAJKUMAR

PASHABHAI
Add. 31, Hirabag Society,

Mahavirnagar, Himatnagar,
Tal Himatnagar,

Dist. Sabarkanth.
K020

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  MAKWANA SAVITABEN

MULAJIBHAI to   MAKWANA
SAVITABEN MULJIBHAI
Add. Shardakunj Society,

Motipura, Himatnagar,
 Sabarkantha

801

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  JOSHI SVATIBEN

CHANDRAKANT to JOSHI
SWATI TUSHAR

Add. 57, New Ambika
Society, Opp. Ramwadi.
Panchavati, At. Borisana,

Ta.Kalol, Dist.Gandhinagar
B080

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  CHAUDHARY SAADIYA

ABDULHAMID to
PARBADIYA SAADIA SAHID

Add. 1, Kamalpur,
Ta.Palanpur,

Dist.Banaskantha-385410
B031

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  RAXA CHINTAN PATEL to

RAXABEN  CHINTAN PATEL
Add. B-10, Murdhany

Appartment,
Opp. AEC, Naranpura,
Ahmedabad-380013

A002

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
  BHATT UJWALKUMAR
MAHESHBHAI to BHATT

UJJAWALKUMAR
MAHESHKUMAR

Add. A-306, Shanidya
Avenue, Chandlodiya,
Ahmedabad-382481

A002A
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BJP National president J P Nadda paying floral tributes to freedom fighter
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar at Savarkar Sadan in Mumbai, Maharashtra . UNI

Permission granted for night
safari, shifting of Lucknow Zoo

Lucknow. May 19 (IANS)
The Central Zoo Authority
(CZA) has finally given per-
mission for the construction
of Kukrail night safari and
zoo in Lucknow.

Mamta Sanjeev Dubey,
head of the forest depart-
ment, said the permission
has been received.

The department will get
a Detailed Project Report
(DPR) prepared for which a
consultant will soon be
hired.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had said that the

Uttar Pradesh government
is committed towards wild-
life conservation and pro-
motion of ecotourism, as per
the vision of the Prime Min-
ister and Kukrail night safari
is part of this vision.

As per the proposal, the
2,027 hectare forest area in
Kukrail will have the zoo
and a night safari park.

The twin projects will
be executed without dis-
turbing the dense area of
the forest and by using the
maximum open space
within  the forest area.

The Lucknow Zoo will
be relocated to Kukrail from
its present location which is
in the heart of the state
capital.

The project will pro-
mote ecotourism in the
state.

It will also generate em-
ployment and promote cul-
tural, economic and social
development in the nearby
regions.

Besides, it will boost
wildlife conservation and
increase awareness about
wildlife and forest.

WFI chief Brij Bhushan’s rally in
Ayodhya on June 5 in show of strength

Lucknow, May 19
(IANS) BJP MP and Wres-
tling Federation of India
(WFI) chief Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh, who is fac-
ing sexual harassment
charges from Indian wres-
tlers, will be holding a ‘Jan
Chetna Maha Rally’ in
Ayodhya on June 5.

The rally is being held
in Ayodhya, the epicenter
of Hindutva politics, with
support from local seers.

Brij Bhushan has been
holding a series of meet-
ings with saints and seers
and reminding them of
his active involvement in
the temple movement.

He has also been

closely interacting with
Rajput leaders to solicit their
support for him.

The rally, according to
sources, is designed as a
show of strength and is
aimed at displaying the ‘im-
mense popularity’ of the
beleaguered BJP MP.

“It is a signal to the BJP
leadership that any action
against Brij Bhushan could
earn the ire of saints as well
as Rajputs since he enjoys
their support in this part of
the state,” said a BJP leader
from Gonda.

On Thursday, Brij
Bhushan shared a poster of
the upcoming event on his
Facebook page, saying that

seers are “calling upon the
public to participate”.

“Param poojya sant
mahapurushon ka
aavhahan, 5 June
Ayodhya chalo, Jan
chetna maharally,
sathiyon apka Ayodhya
me swagat hai (Re-
spected saints request
your presence in Ayodhya
on 5 June for Jan Chetna
Maha Rally),” Singh wrote.

Brij Bhushan’s repre-
sentative Sanjeev Singh
said that arrangements
for the rally are being
made by the MP’s team,
but it is being held under
the leadership of saints
and seers.

‘Eat Right Campus’
certificate for UP jail
Muzaffarnagar (UP),

May 19 (IANS) The
Muzaffarnagar Jail in
Uttar Pradesh has been
awarded the ‘Eat Right
Campus’ certificate by
the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of
India (FSSAl) for provid-
ing healthy diets to the
inmates.

The certificate was is-
sued after multiple visits
were made by the offi-
cials to check the stan-
dards.

Sitaram Sharma, su-
perintendent of the
prison, said, “The staff
underwent a training
programme to train
cooks with an aim to pro-
mote safe, healthy, and
sustainable food in the
jail campus. Under this
programme, chefs from a

five-star  hotel visited the jail
and trained the staff to pre-
pare healthy and hygienic
food.”

He said, “Various types of
remedial programmes are
being run for the moral and
mental upliftment of prison-
ers.

Cleanliness and beauti-
fication of the area are done
regularly, and jail radio is
also aired for the inmates’
entertainment. A library
with hundreds of books has
also been set up. We have
been awarded the certifi-
cate because of such initia-
tives,” he added.

Muzaffarnagar district
magistrate Arvind Malappa
Bangari said, “Earlier, the jail
got certification from ISO, a
Geneva-based NGO, and
now, it has a new achieve-
ment in its name.

Assam govt officer arrested on
corruption charges, cash worth
Rs 65L recovered

Guwahati, May 19 (IANS) An Assam government
official has been arrested on charges of corruption
and sleuths of the anti-corruption wing have recov-
ered cash worth more than Rs 65 lakhs from her pos-
session, officials said on Friday.

Minakshi Kakoti Kalita, an Assistant Commissioner
of State Tax, was caught red handed in a trap laid by
officers of the Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-Cor-
ruption on Thursday.

It has been alleged that she was demanding bribe
from a person for some GST related work and subse-
quently the person approached the anti-corruption
wing and lodged a complaint against Kalita.

Accordingly, a trap was laid and she accepted a
bribe as part of her demand to the complainant for
the GST-related work.

She was arrested and a case was registered
against her under the Prevention of Corruption Act,
1988.  Later, the anti-corruption wing officers raided
Kalita’s house and recovered cash of Rs 65,37,500.

Further investigation in the matter is underway.

Mainly clear weather likely in
J&K: MeT department

Srinagar, May 19 (IANS) Mainly clear sky is ex-
pected in Jammu and Kashmir during next 24 hours,
the MeT department said on Friday.

The weather was generally dry during the past 24
hours, it added.

“Mainly clear sky, however, a brief spell of rain/
thunderstorm at scattered places towards late after-
noon/evening cannot be ruled out. “Farmers are ad-
vised to do spray/fertiliser application/harvest crops
during May 19 to 23rd”, the MeT department said.
Meanwhile, Srinagar recorded 9.4 degrees Celsius,
Pahalgam 2.7 degrees and Gulmarg 3 degrees as the
minimum temperature. In Ladakh region, Kargil
clocked 6.5 degrees and Leh 2.6 degrees.

Woman lawyer assaulted by
collegue in Delhi’s Rohini court

New Delhi, May 19 (IANS) A video capturing an
intense fight between two lawyers, one of whom is a
woman, within the premises of the Rohini court, has
taken social media by storm. The woman lawyer, Neha
Gupta, had lodged a formal complaint with the
Deputy Commissioner of Police (Rohini) against her
male counterpart, accusing him of subjecting her to
a series of grave offenses. The charges levelled against
the male lawyer, Vishnu Kumar Sharma include ha-
rassment, verbal assaults, physical violence, and in-
timidating behaviour. The incident occurred on Thurs-
day. In her complaint, the woman lawyer alleged that
on May 18 when she was standing in front of Court
N0-113 in Rohini Court, another advocate Sharma
came and started assaulting her.

Bengal firecracker blast: Prime accused
& factory owner dies in Odisha hospital

Kolkata, May 19 (IANS) In
a major shocker for the
sleuths investigating the ex-
plosion at an illegal fire-
cracker factory at Egra in
West Bengal’s East
Midnapore district that
claimed nine lives, the
prime accused and the
owner of the said factory,
Krishnapada Bag a.k.a.
Bhanu died at a hospital in
Odisha’s Cuttack on Friday.

He was arrested by the
Criminal Investigation De-
partment (CID) of the West
Bengal Police on Thursday
only along with his son,
Prithvijit Bag and nephew

Biswajit Bag. However,
Bhanu, who himself suf-
fered severe burn injuries in
that explosion, could not be
released from the hospital
and brought back to West
Bengal.

Confirming the death of
Bhanu, the district police
superintendent of East
Midnapore K. Amarnath
claimed that attempts are
being made to bring
Bhanu’s body back to West
Bengal.

Following the death of
Bhanu, his son and nephew
are the two prime accused
now. His nephew, Biswajit

has been taken into cus-
tody of CID. After the cre-
mation, the police will also
take his son, Prithvijit in cus-
tody.

State police sources
said that Bhanu got admit-
ted to the hospital at
Cuttack by misleading the
authorities there. He told
them that his injury was
due to a cylinder blast at a
function. On Thursday, a di-
vision bench of the Calcutta
High Court directed CID to
continue with the probe on
the explosion, but after in-
cluding sections of the Ex-
plosives Act in the FIR.

Bengal govt approaches SC against Calcutta
HC’s order for NIA probe of Ram Navami clashes

Kolkata, May 19 (IANS)
The West Bengal govern-
ment has approached the
Supreme Court challenging
an earlier order of the
Calcutta High Court for an
NIA probe into the Ram
Navami clashes in Howrah
and Hooghly district earlier
this year.

In its petition, the state
government argued that
the probe cannot be
handed over to the central
agency since the court’s or-
der was on a PIL filed by
Leader of Assembly in the
West Bengal Assembly,
Suvendu Adhikari with an
ulterior political motive.

The matter will come up
for hearing on Friday.

On April 27, the division
bench of the Calcutta High
Court’s Chief Justice T.S.
Sivagnanam and Justice
Hiranmay Bhattacharya,
while ordering for the NIA
probe in the matter, also di-
rected the state police to
handover all case-related
documents to the central
agency.

The NIA has already filed
six FIRs in connection to the
clashes.

The central agency had
also sent communiques to
the Additional Director Gen-
eral in-charge of Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) of West Bengal Police,
as well as the commission-
ers of Chandernagore Police
Commiserate and Howrah
City Police, seeking docu-
ments related to the case,
including copies of the FIRs
filed by the state police.

While ordering the NIA
probe, the division bench
observed that it is beyond

the ability of the state police
to find those who were re-
sponsible for the clashes or
who instigated it and hence
a probe by a central agency
was necessary.

Justice Sivagnanam also
raised questions about the
suspension of Internet ser-
vices in the troubled belts
after the clashes.

“In such clashes the
Internet services cannot be
suspended. Such events
keep the people tense,” he
observed.

Two killed in wild
buffalo attack in Kerala

Thiruvananthapuram,
May 19 (IANS) Two men
were killed when a wild buf-
falo attacked them in
Erumeli in Kerala’s Kottayam
district.

Chackochen was busy
reading the day’s newspa-
per at his house on Friday,
when a wild buffalo at-
tacked him and he died in-
stantly.

His friend, Thomas who
lives next door to
Chackochen also was at-
tacked by the buffalo, and
despite fighting for his life at
the Kottayam Medical Col-
lege hospital, succumbed to
injuries.

Outraged by the attack
and the deaths, the locals as-
sembled in large numbers
and blamed the forest offi-
cials for their callousness in
tackling this menace.

Angry protesters took to
the main road and blocked
traffic.

“Just as people live
peacefully in towns and cit-

ies, we too have the right to
live peacefully. The problem
today is in yesteryears our
forefathers used to ensure
that adequate food is there
for the wild animals, such a
mechanism is not there now
and hence the wild animals
stray into human settlement
areas,” said an angry local.

Anto Antony, the Con-
gress MP of the area said,
“Sad are the state of affairs
as there seems to be no ac-
tion to the genuine prob-
lems by the authorities.

“Two lives have gone
and if lives of human beings
have no value, then what’s
the use of a government?
Steps should be taken to
tackle this menace and the
wild animal should be shot
dead,” said Antony.

Incidentally, a similar
episode was reported in
Trissur, when a wild buffalo
strayed into an area, but no
untoward incident occurred
as the wild buffalo was
chased away.

Ahead of G20 meet, J&K Police
issue advisory against
suspicious ISD numbers

Srinagar, May 19 (IANS) The J&K Police have issued an
advisory against some suspicious international mobile
phone numbers, who are spreading rumours against the
upcoming G20 Summit. “The general public is advised to
remain cautious towards some suspicious telecommuni-
cations and not to respond to any of the following num-
bers +44 7520 693559, +447418343648 and +44 7520
693134 ,+44 7418 343648 or any ISD number/virtual num-
bers which are spreading rumours regarding the upcom-
ing G20 event,” police said in a statement on Friday. Vijay
Kumar, ADGP Kashmir said that these numbers are spread-
ing anti-national messages/propaganda and the general
public is requested to remain alert towards such attempts
and not to respond to any of such suspicious calls. “Citi-
zens are requested that all such calls may be reported to
Police. Cyber Police Kashmir has taken cognisance of this
and investigations is going on,” police said.

KTF operative Arshdeep Dalla’s
close aide Amritpal Singh Hayer in
NIA custody

New Delhi, May 19 (IANS) The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has detained one Amritpal Singh Hayer, a
close aide of Canada based gangsters and Khalistan Ti-
ger Force (KTF) operatives Arshdeep Dalla and Sukhkha
Duni. The source said that Hayer was brought to India
from the Philippines with the help of Interpol and other
international agencies. Wanted in several terror related
cases, Hayer had been hiding in the Philippines. The NIA
sources said that Hayer was taken into custody from
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport and then
taken to Chandigarh. “Hayer was handling the entire op-
eration from the Philippines. Hayer is affiliated with the
Khalistani Tiger Force group.

SC gets 2 new judges, full
strength of court for brief period

New Delhi, May 19
(IANS) Andhra Pradesh High
Court Chief Justice Prashant
Kumar Mishra and senior
advocate K.V. Viswanathan
were sworn-in as Supreme
Court judges on Friday.

The oath of office was
administered by Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) D.Y.
Chandrachud.

With the appointment
of two new judges, the apex
court’s strength rose to 34,
which is its sanctioned
strength.

The appointments were
announced by new Law
Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal on Twitter on
Thursday.

However, the full
strength of the apex court
will last only for a brief pe-
riod Justices K.M. Joseph,
Ajay Rastogi and V.
Ramasubramanian will re-
tire on June 17, June 18 and
June 30, respectively.

The Supreme Court col-
legium, in a resolution on
Tuesday, said: “After care-
fully evaluating the merit,

integrity and competence
of eligible chief justices and
senior puisne judges of the
high courts and also ac-
commodating a plurality of
considerations, the col-
legium finds Justice
Prashant Kumar Mishra,
Chief Justice, Andhra
Pradesh High Court (PHC:
Chhattisgarh) to be more
deserving and suitable in
all respects for being ap-
pointed as a Judge of the
Supreme Court of India.

“The collegium is con-
scious of the fact that the
present Chief Justice of the
Allahabad High Court who
was appointed as a judge
on March 31, 2009 is drawn
from the parent High Court
of Chhattisgarh and ranks
senior to Justice Prashant
Kumar Mishra. However,
having considered all rel-
evant factors, the collegium
is of the view that Justice
Prashant Kumar Mishra is
worthy of appointment as
a judge of the Supreme
Court.”

The collegium said at

present there is only one
member from the Bar di-
rectly appointed to the Su-
preme Court bench, and in
their considered opinion,
Viswanathan is eminently
suitable for being ap-
pointed as a judge of the
Supreme Court.

“The appointment of
K.V. Viswanathan will en-
hance the representation
to the Bar in the composi-
tion of the Supreme Court.
Viswanathan is a distin-
guished member of the Bar
of the Supreme Court. His
wide experience and pro-
found knowledge will pro-
vide a significant value ad-
dition to the Supreme
Court,” it said.

Viswanathan was born
on May 26, 1966, he would
serve as a judge until May
25, 2031.

On the retirement of
Justice Jamshed Burjor
Pardiwala on August 11,
2030, Viswanathan would
be in line to assume office
as the Chief Justice of India
till his retirement.

NCB probe unveils lavish lifestyle & mysterious watch deals of Sameer Wankhede
New Delhi, May 19

(IANS) Narcotics Control
Bureau deputy director
general Gyaneshwar Singh
has mentioned in his re-
port on the Aryan Khan
drug case that the annual
income of Sameer
Wankhede, the former
Mumbai Zone Director of
NCB, and his wife is around
Rs 22.75 lakh, but he owns
four flats, plots and expen-
sive watches.

It has been mentioned
in the report that the price
of one of the watches is Rs
22 lakh which is surprising.

“Wankhede goes on
long vacations abroad.
While staying in the UK,
Wankhede pays only Rs 1
lakh for 19 days. Viral
Ranjan, who deals in watch
business, pays most of his
expenses,” Gyaneshwar
Singh has mentioned in
the report.

“Why did the travel
agent make plans for him
and why such a thing has
not been reported to the
SET and clarify any doubts
towards the transactions?
The 19-day long visit to
London, UK for tourism

purposes cannot be justi-
fied with a declared 1 lakh
expense,” read the report
submitted by Gyaneshwar
Singh.

The reports mentioned
that there was another du-
bious transaction where
four watches were sold by
Wankhede to one, Viral
Ranjan for Rs 7,40,000. The
payment was made by
cheque which was in
favour of Kranti Redkar,
Wankhede’s wife.

“The mode of acquisi-
tion of these expensive
watches is questionable.

No reporting of these
watches has been made. It
is also pertinent to raise
the doubt that as to how
Wankhede got the pay-
ment immediately for the
sold watches (unknown
buyers) and he gets the fa-
cility of credit for purchase
of a new watch worth Rs 22
lakhs,” the report read.

The report says that in
2019 Wankhede bought a
Rolex Watch and there
were two invoices of that
purchase — one was of Rs
22,05,000 and on another
invoice, it was Rs 20,53,200.

DDG has raised questions
on the authenticity of both
the invoices.

“Viral Ranjan and
Wankhede stated that the
watch was bought by
Wankhede for Rs
17,40,000. It is not clear as
to why an expensive watch
has been sold at a price
below MRP to Wankhede.
Viral Ranjan, who is the
buyer/ seller of watches, is
coincidentally the same
person who financed
Wankhede’s personal trip
to the Maldives with his
family,” the report read.

MUMBAI, First sea sortie of sixth scorpene submarine 'Vaghsheer' on Friday,  manufactured by Mazagon
Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL). Vaghsheer is scheduled for Delivery to the Indian Navy in early 2024
after completion of these trial.UNI

PATNA, Bihar Deputy CM Tejashwi Yadav along with state sports minister
Jitendar Kumar Rai releasing a publication at the Conclave 2.0 organized by
Bihar State Sports Authority at Gyan Bhawan, in Patna on Friday. UNI


