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 Brief
Delhi Police
apprehend 201
people for
consuming liquor
in public places

New Delhi, May 22
(IANS) Delhi Police have ap-
prehended 201 people for
consuming liquor in public
places, a top official said on
Monday.

A two-day special drive
against public drinking was
carried out in Dwarka area
on Saturday and Sunday
during which the 201
people were apprehended
and booked under the 40-A
Excise Act, according to
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Dwarka) Harsha
Vardhan.

“The motive was to cre-
ate safer public spaces for
all. The teams were consti-
tuted under the supervision
of concerned Station House
Officers and overall supervi-
sion of Assistant Commis-
sioners of Police in Dwarka
district,” he added.

5 killed in car-
truck collision in
UP’s Deoria

Deoria (Uttar Pradesh),
May 22 (IANS) Five persons,
including four women from
the same family, died in a
collision between a car and
a truck at Phulwaria inter-
section of Bhatparrani po-
lice circle on Monday.

Three persons were criti-
cally injured and admitted
to a hospital.

The incident took place
at around 10.30 a.m. when
a car and a truck coming
from the opposite direction,
collided head on.

After the incident,
people gathered on the
spot and caught the truck
driver. All those who died
are residents of Rudrapur.
They were going to Mairwa
in Bihar for worship.

Goods train
derails near
Bihar’s
Karamnasa
railway station

Patna, May 22 (IANS)
Two wagons of a goods
train derailed near Bihar’s
Karamnasa railway station
on Monday.

The station is located on
the Gaya-Deen Dayal
Upadhyay railway section.
The two wagons fell on the
up and down railway tracks.

Virendra Kumar Singh,
the CPRO of DDU division,
said that the accident took
place at 3.45 a.m. on Mon-
day. The rescue operation
immediately started and re-
moved the derailed wagons
from the track.

Due to the mishap, sev-
eral passengers and express
trains were stopped at vari-
ous railway stations. The
DDU division also issued
police helpline numbers of
DDU, Dehri and Gaya rail-
way station to provide de-
tails about the whereabouts
of trains.

MP cop guns
down 3 of a
family, his body
later found on
railway track

Bhopal, May 22 (IANS) In
a shocking case in Madhya
Pradesh, a police constable
on Monday opened fire on
three persons of a family,
and later his body was
found on a railway track.

The incident took place
in Berchha village of
Shajapur district.

Addressing media per-
sons, a senior police official
said that upon receiving in-
formation of the shooting, a
team rushed to the spot and
found one person dead of
bullet injuries, while the two
others, including a woman,
were rushed to a nearby
hospital.

SRINAGAR, Amid unprecedented security arrangements the 3rd G20 Tour-
ism Working Group meeting is beginning in Srinagar on Monday. UNI

BENGALURU,  Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister
D K Shivakumar bows at the steps of Vidhana
Soudha as he arrives on the first day of Karnataka
Assembly Session, in Bengaluru on Monday. UNI

PAPUA NEW GUINEA, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi  being conferred with Papua New Guinea
Companion of the Order of Logohu by the Gover-
nor General Sir Bob Dadae at Port Moresby, in Papua
New Guinea on Monday.UNI

New Delhi, May 22
(IANS) A report by the intel-
ligence agencies has re-
vealed that Pakistan-based
terrorist outfits, ISI, and their
agents in India have been
pressed into action to de-
fame the country on inter-
national platforms and dis-
rupt the G20 meeting in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Pak using ISI, propaganda units &
terror networks to disrupt G20 meet

The agencies have
made elaborate charts illus-
trating the detrimental ef-
fect of the propaganda be-
ing run by Pakistan ahead of
the G20 meetings in the val-
ley.

“The sentiment is highly
negative because people
are protesting against the
G20 meeting and sharing

the details on social media
platforms. They are using
the hashtags like
#bharat_jammu_kashmir_chordo
and #boycottg20,” said the
report.

“Pakistanis are protest-
ing against the G20 meet-
ing... They are using
hashtags... In Hashtag
Analysis many users were

found who have created
hashtags to protest against
the Government of India,”
said the report of the Indian
intelligence agencies.

“We have informed the
government that posters
have appeared in Srinagar
urging the G20 countries to
boycott its meeting in the
territory. The posters were
displayed by pro-freedom
organisations, including
‘Warseen-e-Shuda’.

“Pakistan-based terror-
ist outfits are behind it. They
are trying to create a riot-
like situation in the valley to
demean India on interna-
tional platforms,” said the
source.

The agencies have

claimed that they have
found a letter addressed to
Secretary General of the
United Nations Antanio
Guterres, purportedly writ-
ten by one Afzal Zial, in
which he was projecting
himself as President of Kash-
mir Freedom Movement.
The letter demands that the
United Nations take steps to
prevent India from holding
the G20 summit in the dis-
puted region of Jammu &
Kashmir.

Likewise,  Mushaal
Hussein, theChairperson of
Peace and Culture
Organisation, has urged the
G20 countries to boycott
their meeting.

-IANS

defamatory imputation and
caste slur on reputation of
the Country and Judiciary
and against the Prime Min-
ister of India. Issue notice to
the respondents through all
permissible modes,” the
judge ordered.

Appearing for the NGO,
senior advocate Harish
Salve said that the docu-
mentary has defamed India
and the whole system in-
cluding the judiciary.

V-P Dhankhar meets his
school teacher in Kerala

body at the India-Pakistan
border and then transport it
to his hometown, the fam-
ily had declined to accect
the same.

After initial reluctance, family agrees to
receive body of Keralite who died in Pak jail
Thiruvananthapuram,

May 22 (IANS) After showing
intitial reluctance to claim
the mortal remains of
Zulfikar (48), a Keralite who
died in who died in a Paki-
stan jail, the family members
of the deceased have now
agreed to accept the same.

Accordingly, Zulfikar’s
father Hameed has in-
formed the Palakkad admin-
istration that the family will
receive the body, which is
expected toarrive on Tues-
day. Hameed said that the
family was under the wrong
impression that they will
have to collect the body
from the India-Pakistan bor-
der in Punjab.

“See, I had no informa-
tion of my son for a long
time. We spoke for the last
time a few days after he
moved to the Middle East in
2018. On Sunday, I got a call
from the local police asking
about my son, and I told
them that I don’t have any
clue. Later in the day,

Aulfikar’s son called me and
said that his father has
passed away,” Hameed said.

“While the special
branch of the police and the
IB had at times asked me
about Zulfikar, the NIA did
not ask me anything about
him,” Hameed added.

Another relative of
Zulfikar told the media that
the news that they got was
an Indian fisherman had
died in a jail in Pakistan.

According to the locals
at Kappur in Palakkad,
Zulfikar was last seen in his
hometown in 2018 before
he along with his family
movd to the UAE. However,
in 2019, his wife and chil-
dren returned to Palakkad
after allegations surfaced
that Zulfikar was a sup-
porter of the ISIS. Since then,
according to the locals, his
wife and children never had
any contact with Zulfikar.
When initially the news
came that the authorities
will take custody of the

G20 delegates arrive to warm,
traditional welcome in J&K

Srinagar, May 22 (IANS) A delegation of G20 countries
arrived here on Monday to attend the third tourism work-
ing group meeting at the Sher-e-Kashmir International
Convention Centre (SKICC) by the banks of the famous Dal
Lake.

The delegates were received at the Srinagar interna-
tional airport by Union Tourism Minister G. Kishan Reddy
and Amitabh Kant, G20 Sherpa. The delegates drove to
SKICC where a traditional welcome with turban, tilak and
flowers was accorded to them.

Out of the 60 delegates who arrived here, the largest
number is of the Singapore delegation while China, Turkey
and Saudi Arabia have abstained. In the afternoon, the for-
mal meeting of the group will begin that will discuss five
key priority areas — Green Tourism, Digitalization, Skills,
MSMEs and Destination Management.

As part of the elaborate security bandobust, the road
leading to the venue will remain closed for vehicular move-
ment for two days. Local traffic police has already issued
an advisory appealing to people to adopt alternate routes.

PIL in Delhi HC against RBI, SBI permitting
Rs 2K note exchange without identity proof

New Delhi, May 22
(IANS) A plea has been
moved in the Delhi High
Court challenging Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) and State
Bank of India (SBI) notifica-
tions, that permits exchange
of notes without any iden-
tity proof. The Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) has been
filed by BJP leader and Ad-
vocate Ashwini Upadhyay.

The PIL says that the no-
tifications — published on
May 19 and 20 — are arbi-
trary and offends Article 14
of Constitution of India.

The plea also seeks a di-

rection to the RBI and SBI to
make sure that Rs 2000
notes are deposited in re-
spective bank accounts
only, so that people having
black money and dispropor-
tionate assets could be
identified.

To weed out corruption,
benami transaction and se-
cure fundamental rights of
citizens, the PIL, which has
RBI, SBI and Union Ministries
of Home Affairs and Finance
as respondents, seeks a di-
rection to the Centre to take
action regarding the same.

“Recently, it was an-

nounced by the Centre that
every family has Aadhaar
Card and Bank Account.
Therefore, why RBI is permit-
ting to exchange Rs 2000
banknotes without obtain-
ing identity proof. It is also
necessary to state that 80
crore BPL families receive
free grains. It means 80 crore
Indians rarely use Rs 2,000
banknotes. Therefore, peti-
tioner also seeks direction
to RBI and SBI to take steps
to ensure that Rs 2000
banknotes are deposited in
bank account only,” the plea
states.

Man held for threatening to explode
Bihar’s Samastipur rly station

Local police traced the
phone call to Chaita village
under Angar Ghat police sta-
tion.

“We have arrested the
accused from his native vil-
lage Chaita. He is mentally
unstable person. Further in-
vestigation is underway,”
said Parveen Kumar, SHO
GRP Samastipur. During in-
vestigation, it was revealed
that the accused was at-
tacked by some unidentified
persons in September last
year. The attackers stabbed
him in his neck. He was criti-
cally injured at that time and
remained hospitalised for
several weeks. After that at-
tack, he became mentally
unstable.

Patna, May 22 (IANS) A
man, who allegedly threat-
ened to bomb Samastipur
railway station in Bihar, was
arrested by Government Rail-
way Police (GRP) on Monday.

The accused, Vishwajeet
Kumar, a mentally disturbed
person, called on police con-
trol room (PCR) number 112
and threatened to explode
Samastipur railway station.

Following the call, the dis-
trict police alerted GRP and
RPF of Samastipur station.
They launched a search op-
eration at the railway station
and scanned each and every
baggage of the passengers
using explosive detectors,
dog squad. Eventually, the call
turned out to be a hoax.

Delhi HC issues summons to BBC in a
defamation suit against banned docu
New Delhi, May 22

(IANS) The Delhi High Court
on Monday issued sum-
mons to the British Broad-
casting Company (BBC) in a
defamation suit against the
banned documentary on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The suit filed by a
Gujarat-based Non-Govern-
mental Organisation (NGO)
Justice on Trial, claims that
the documentary titled ‘In-
dia: The Modi Question’, “cast
a slur” on the country’s repu-
tation and that of the judi-
ciary and the Prime Minister.

Justice Datta while issu-
ing summons in the suit,
listed the matter for hearing
next in September.

“It is contended that the
said documentary makes

Earlier in another case
related to the documentary,
a Delhi court had issued
summons to the BBC,
Wikimedia Foundation, and
the US-based digital library
Internet Archive in a defa-
mation suit filed by BJP
leader Binay Kumar Singh
seeking to restrain them
from publishing the docu-
mentary or any other mate-
rial related to the RSS and
VHP.

Ram Charan to attend G20
tourism meet in Srinagar

Group meeting. This in-
cludes a panel discussion on
film tourism for economic
growth and cultural preser-
vation.

Ram Charan has been
hogging the limelight in re-
cent times due to massive
success and international
accolades earned by “RRR” in

which he teamed
up with Junior
NTR.

The actors hit
global headlines
when “RRR” won
the Oscar this year
for the best origi-
nal song “Naatu
Naatu” that fea-
tured them. The
film also bagged
the Golden Globe
award.

During his visit
to the US, Ram Charan had
also featured on the popu-
lar talk show “Good Morning
America”.

His father and megastar
Chiranjeevi had called this a
proud moment for Telugu
and Indian cinema.

Set in the 1920s, “RRR” is
a fictitious story based on
two revolutionaries who
fought against British rule -
Alluri Seetharamaraju and
Komaram Bheem, played by
Rama Charan and Junior
NTR, respectively.

Hyderabad, May 22
(IANS) Top Tollywood actor
Ram Charan left for Srinagar
to attend the prestigious
G20 Tourism Working Group
meeting, which began on
Monday.

Spotted at Hyderabad
Airport on his way to
Srinagar, he will be among
the representa-
tives of the Indian
film industry at
the summit to dis-
cuss film tourism
for economic
growth and cul-
tural preservation.

Ram Charan’s
fans, who hail him
as a global star,
see this as another
honour for their
favourite actor.
This is said to be
the first time that an actor
from Tollywood is repre-
senting the Indian film in-
dustry at a prestigious glo-
bal event.

The G20 summit is an
annual gathering of leaders
from the world’s major
economies to discuss and
address global issues, pri-
marily on economics, fi-
nance and global gover-
nance. India, which is presid-
ing over the international
forum, chose Kashmir to
host the Tourism Working

was appointed as the Gov-
ernor of West Bengal, Nair
had spoken to him. She had
greeted her old student for
being the first person in
West Bengal, and had
wished that he goes on to
become the first person in
the country. Dhankar had
sent an invite to his teacher
to attend his swearing-in as
the Vice President, but she
had expressed her inability
to make the long trip. It was
then he promised her that
on his first visit to the state,
he would come and meet
her.

Thiruvananthapuram,
May 22 (IANS) Keeping his
promise, VP Jagdeep
Dhankhar met his school
teacher, 83-year-old Ratna
Nair at Panniyannur Gram
Panchayat in Kerala’s
Kannur district on
Monday.

Dhankar, who ar-
rived in the state
capital city on Sun-
day evening, after his
function on Monday
at the Kerala Legisla-
tive Assembly flew
into Kannur where
his teacher and her
relatives had been
waiting for the past
few days.

Nair told her student
“there can’t be a better Guru
Dakshina than this,”

Dhankhar was her stu-
dent at the Sainik School,
Chittorgarh (Rajasthan) in
the late sixties.

During the meeting,
Ratna vividly remembered
Dhankhar as “a young boy in
khaki, sitting in the first row,
fully concentrating in the
class.” “He was very active,
well disciplined and an obe-
dient boy who excelled in all
activities inside and outside
the class. He was a good de-
bater, a good sportsperson
and good at academics too,”
she mentioned.

“Sainik School
Chittorgarh is a boarding

school and students spend
approximately nine months
in a year with their teachers,
so they develop long lasting
bonds with teachers. Par-
ents used to visit school in
between. I remember

Jagdeep’s father was very
regular at these meetings.
He used to visit the school
every month to monitor the
progress of both his sons,”
she said. The teacher and
her family welcomed the
Vice President, who was ac-
companied by his wife,
Sudesh Dhankhar, with co-
conut water. She also served
the Vice President home-
made idli and Banana chips.

Though many of her stu-
dents are in high positions,
mostly in forces and police,
it is the first time that one of
them has reached the sec-
ond highest constitutional
position in the country, and
his teacher is proud of her
“Jagdeep”. When Dhankar

cornered the sleuths. As
they were surrounded by a
large number of villagers,
they fired several rounds in
the air to escape from there.
The district police also initi-
ated lathi-charge on the vil-
lagers.

“There was a Matkor
event taking place at
Bhagwanpur block when
the joint team came there.
They have picked a couple
of men during the event
and tried to take them away.
A number of women were
also present there. As their
behaviour was not appro-
priate and they did not give
valid reasons of arrest, the
villagers became angry.

Police fire in air after villagers
attack them during raid in Begusarai

Patna, May 22 (IANS) The
police fired several rounds
in air to disperse a mob that
had surrounded and at-
tacked them when they
were conducting a raid in a
village in Bihar’s Begusarai
district, said the police.

The incident happened
late on Sunday night, after
an altercation occurred be-
tween villagers and a joint
team of excise and district
police following the latter’s
raid at a marriage function.

The raid was carried out
after information of liquor
being served was received.

During the raid, a
‘Matkor’ event (a ritual in
Hindu marriage) was taking
place in a Bhagwanpur
block. The district police and
excise department came to
the place in four vehicles
and raided. They detained a
couple of men.

Following the incident, a
large number of villagers
assembled at the place and
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From
Editor’s
Desk

Withdrawal of Rs
2,000 note creates

dislocation in
economy

This decision revives echoes of
the 2016 demonetisation, creates
dislocation in the economy for
reasons that remain mostly
obscured from public view

In a decision that revives echoes of the Novem-
ber 8, 2016 decree, the Reserve Bank of India on Fri-
day announced withdrawal of the Rs 2,000 denomi-
nation note from circulation. There are two notice-
able departures from demonetisation in 2016. One,
these notes will continue to remain legal tender. And
two, people have been allowed a four-month window
ending on September 30 to either deposit or ex-
change the Rs 2,000 note. Technically, therefore, this
may not be considered demonetisation — there is
little clarity, also, over the status of these notes on
October 1. But this decision only reinforces the view
that the introduction of the Rs 2000 note directly con-
tradicted the claims made at the time by the govern-
ment that demonetisation of Rs 500 and Rs 1,000
notes was a well thought out, effective and perma-
nent strike against black money.

From an operational perspective, Friday’s decision
seems unnecessary. As per the RBI’s annual report, no
fresh Rs 2,000 notes have been supplied by the print-
ing presses in the past few years. And as the disposal
of soiled notes has been steadily increasing, this note
was in effect losing its share in the larger economy.
In 2019, the Rs 2,000 note accounted for 31.2 per cent
of the value of all notes in circulation. By 2022, it had
fallen to 13.8 per cent. And by the end of March 2023,
it had fallen further. This implies that over time the
share of this high denomination note would have
fallen further, and as the numbers of soiled notes rose,
it could have been slowly phased out of circulation
without causing disruption to the system and incon-
venience to the public. The RBI, in its wisdom, has
stipulated that the exchange of the Rs 2,000 note
cannot exceed Rs 20,000 at a time — hopefully, it has
made provisions of lower denomination notes in
banks for the exchange. There may be a pattern here
of disruptive policy moves that raise concerns of
transparency and of costs outstripping the presumed
benefits. The recent decision to include international
credit card transactions under the liberalised remit-
tance scheme, attracting a higher rate of tax collected
at source, fits this pattern.

By Atul Aneja

New Delhi, May 22: The May 9 pin-
pointed attacks in Pakistan on key mili-
tary installations by angry mobs,
piqued by the unceremonious arrest
of Imran Khan at Islamabad High
Court, has been a pivotal moment that
may have sealed the fate of the former
Prime Minister following his lengthy
crusade against the Army.

For the first time in Pakistan’s tur-
bulent history, angry insurrectionists
targeted several military institutions,
the symbols of ultimate power in the
South Asian nation. In doing so, Khan
and his supporters may have
breached all the established red lines.
The chances of a full-scale blowback
by the military, with the aim of remov-
ing him as a contender for power
seems to be coming thick and fast.

The reckless attacks on military
icons, shown over television screens,
has stunned audiences across the
globe.

The big targets included: Jinnah
House, Lahore Corps Commander
Residence Lahore

. General Headquarters (GHQ)
Rawalpindi

. Pakistan Air Force Martyrs Memo-

Why army chief Asim Munir may triumph over
Imran Khan in Pakistan’s monumental power struggle

rial Sargodha
. Inter-Services Intelligence Sector

Headquarters in Faisalabad
. Rangers Post, Karachi
. Frontier Corps Base, Chikara
. Frontier Corps Barracks, Marden
. Frontier Corps School, Dir
. Pakistan Air Force Base at Mainsail
. Services Hospital, Lahore.
Other important institutions that

were vandalised were:
. Election Commission, Regional

Offices, Peshawar, and Lahore
. Shehbaz Sharif’s private residence

at Lahore
. Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz)

office in Lahore.
Following these events and with

the prestige, in fact, even the existence
of the military in its present form un-
der threat, Army Chief Asim Munir
seems to be slowly gaining the upper
hand in the bitter power struggle with
Khan.

There are two key reasons which
show that the balance of power may
be swinging in the direction of the
military.

First, the process of intimidation
targeting the leadership of the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) seems to be
working. In an effort to dismantle the

PTI’s leadership core, most of the party
bigwigs have been arrested, except
Imran Khan who is, as of now, out of
jail, following the intervention by the
Pakistan Supreme Court. His key lieu-
tenants, including former foreign min-
ister Shah Mehmood Qureshi, Fawad
Choudhary, and several others are be-
hind bars. Former Human Rights min-
ister Shireen Mazari was dramatically
arrested, released and re-arrested.

The military and the government
alike have vowed to try the vandals
who attacked army installations under
the Pakistan Army Act, the Official Se-
crets Act, and other draconian laws.

To sow fear in the rank and file, Pak
security forces have now begun a hunt
for the insurrectionists, using CCTV
footage, but also by announcing cash
rewards to those who can identify the
miscreants.

Army Chief Asim Munir has also
lent his weight to deter a repeat of the
May 9 incidents. On Wednesday, he
warned that the armed forces would
not allow May 9-like incidents to hap-
pen “again at any cost”.

The pressure has begun to tell.
President Arif Alvi, a known supporter
of Khan has begun to distance himself
from the former Prime Minister. Imran

Khan should openly condemn the
May 9 events, President Arif Alvi said
Thursday. In a TV interview, he also
advocated action against the miscre-
ants involved in the events.

The PTI ranks is also seeing its first
desertions. On Wednesday one the PTI
founding members Aamer Mehmood
Kiani not only quit the party but also
politics over May 9 inciÂdents of arson
and vandalism.

Two PTI lawmakers of Sindh As-
sembly - Sanjay Gangwani and Karim
Bux Gabol - also announced their res-
ignation from the party.

Second, despite all his mastery of
the social media and television to con-
vey his message, Khan has received
little support among countries abroad.
Most significantly, both China and the
United States, except for perfunctory
comments have kept silent, while the
military begins to turn the screws on
the former PM.

Having identified that Pakistan as
the gateway to the Indian Ocean via
Gwadar - a strategy to reduce depen-
dence on the US dominated Malacca
straits for its trade, it is natural that the
Chinese, given their huge strategic
stakes would have no love lost for
Khan, who was once seen as their

favourite.  The logic of national inter-
est would therefore dictate their readi-
ness to deal with anyone in power in
Pakistan who can deliver on their
agenda.

It is interesting that Chinese inter-
action with the Pak military has seen a
spike recently. Last month, China’s Di-
rector of the Office of the Central Com-
mission for Foreign Affairs Wang Yi met
Gen. Munir in Beijing.

 According to an official Chinese
readout “Wang Yi said that the Paki-
stani army is a staunch defender of
Pakistan’s national security and stabil-
ity, and also a staunch defender of
China-Pakistan “ironclad” friendship.”

Given their tussle with the Chinese
in Pakistan, the Americans would be
most comfortable in seeing the politi-
cal exit of Khan, known for his pro-
Beijing leanings.

For the Americans, dealing with a
triumphant military, would be a bless-
ing to protect their core interests,
which includes maintenance of tight
control over the Pakistani nukes.

Besides, with the military in de
facto power, Washington has a much
better chance of clawing back its in-
fluence in AfPak following their exit
from Kabul in August 2021. Pakistan’s

geography would always beckon the
Americans, given the South Asia
country’s location on the doorstep of
Central Asia and the Middle East.

Finally, if there is any hope for
Imran, it is the perceived divisions
within the military. For long, there have
been reports of divisions within the
military, led by Khan’s one time
favourite and now retired Lt. Gen. Faiz
Hameed, a onetime ISI chief. But it is
highly unlikely that a critical mass has
been achieved that would allow the
army to implode, triggering civil-war
like conditions.

While the dye seems to have
been cast, Khan’s ability to muster
street power, which is likely to re-
cede, in case of a full-scale confron-
tation with the military, cannot be
brushed away. In anticipation of such
an eventuality the enforcement of a
state of emergency in Pakistan is not
far-fetched.

In response to a question by a tele-
vision station following the May 9 van-
dalism, Pakistan’s defence minister
Khawaja Asif said: “If the situation con-
tinues like this, then emergency is a
constitutional option, no chances of
martial law in the country.”

—indianarrative

Imran Khan & his various shades of grey
By Hamza Ameer

Islamabad, May 22 (IANS) Imran Khan, Pakistan’s
most popular leader who is seen by many as the
only hope for the country’s better and prosperous
future. But is this the only side of the picture one
wants to see and believe while screening his per-
sonality and political credentials?

In view of the recent history when in 2018 Khan
took over Pakistan’s political stage and became the
Prime Minister, till today; his personality, his politi-
cal positioning and his definition of a democratic
rule, has seen many twists and turns, showcasing
various shades of grey in his personality, his capa-
bility, political compatibility and flexibility.

“Imran Khan has two main attributes; he is ei-
ther anti-establishment or he is pro-establishment.
And both are to the extreme inclination in every
possible way,” said Amir Rana, an analyst.

“When he was pro-establishment, illegal re-
cordings of Prime Minister’s House conversations,
ministers and political leaders, ridiculing the
parliament’s opposition parties, having open and
illegal interventions of intelligence agencies in
political affairs, openly stating that the ISI should
be engaged to find out corruption of politicians
and punishing them accordingly and using the
military establishment to force political leaders to
give consent to political decisions in Parliament, are
some of the illegal and un-democratic ways Khan
practiced openly and blatantly during his time in
power since 2018,” said Mona Alan, a political ana-
lyst.

“And when he was ousted last April through

the vote of no confidence in Parlia-
ment, which in itself is a democratic
and constitutional process as per law;
we saw and other side of Imran Khan,
starting from being in an extreme love
affairs with the military establishment
to going absolutely against them,” she
added.

Khan, after his ouster, lashed out at
the military establishment, blasting
them for becoming party to what he
initially claimed as a US-led regime
change conspiracy.

He slammed the opposition alli-
ance and the military establishment
for teaming up against him on orders
of the Biden administration, accusing
them as traitors of the state.

Khan’s public rallying campaign
was able to spread his regime change
narrative among the masses, as he
even used the word “animals” for the
then military establishment under
then sitting army chief General Qamar
Jawed Bajwa.

With his demands of early elec-
tions started to fade away and his de-
cision to create political pressure on
the coalition government of Shehbaz
Sharif, along with the military estab-
lishment, lost the steam, Khan ended
up dissolving his own provincial as-
semblies in Punjab and the Khuber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP).

Khan opted to a smart dual ap-

proach for the newly appointed mili-
tary chief General Asim Munir, by us-
ing a different narrative spread on the
local and the foreign media outlets.
“For the consumption of local media
outlets, Imran Khan was seen stating
that he is pro-military establishment.
Khan has maintained that he has noth-
ing against the military establishment
and insists that he has no idea of the
reason why the military establishment
got annoyed with him and decided to
dismantle him and his political party,”
said Javed Siddique, a senior political
analyst.  “But if you see his statements
on various foreign media publications
and media outlets, he is clearly seen
pinpointing the military establish-
ment, and specifically the Army Chief
for being the prime reason for all the
troubles in the country. Khan has even
said that the military establishment is
scared and petrified of his popularity
because they know that he will win the
next elections.” It is a startling contrast
on how Khan’s political narrative
changes for the local media and his Pa-
kistani support through pro-military
establishment statements, and how it
takes a 180-degree turn when he is
speaking to the foreign, specifically
western media, where he not only
slams the army chief and the institu-
tion but also goes to the extent of ac-
cusing them and their serving intelli-

gence officers of assassination
attempts on his life.  However,
one thing that remains con-
stant on both shades of grey for
Khan is the fact that he hap-
pens to be a political leader,
who wants to be the face of a
smooth democratic leadership
and process of formation of a
stable democratic and consti-
tutional ruling governance in
the country. Yet, he demands
the very same military estab-
lishment to use its military
might an intervene in political
matters to ensure that he not
only is brought back to power,
but is also supported through
all means, which may be un-
constitutional, illegal and un-
democratic.  And if that doesn’t
happen, he foresees the coun-
try in a state of either a civil
unrest or a martial law, which
for him, surprisingly, is also a
viable option if it can result in
him coming back into power.
“Such undemocratic demands
of military intervention in po-
litical affairs to form a demo-
cratic setup that runs without
any political resistance, can
never pave the way to a strong
democracy in Pakistan.

By Asad Mirza (Opinion)

Naqba Day marks the beginning of
Palestinians exodus from their home-
land, but for the last 75 years the in-
ternational community has been un-
able to give the Palestinians their right
to their own homeland.

On May 15, for the first time in his-
tory, the UN marked the 75th anniver-
sary of the mass displacement of Pal-
estinians known as “the Naqba” or “the
Catastrophe”. The UN Committee on
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights
of the Palestinian People (CEIRPP)
commemorated the 75th anniversary
of the Naqba at UN Headquarters in
New York, pursuant to the mandate by
the General Assembly.

Naqba’s History
Until the end of WWI, Palestine was

under Turkish rule as part of the Otto-
man Empire. Later it came under the
British control, the so-called British
Mandate. The period, under the British
- was marked by growing anti-
Semitism in Europe — which led to an
increasing number of Jews from
around the world moving to Palestine,
which to them was their ancestral
homeland, Eretz Israel, the Promised

The unresolved Palestinian question
Land by God, where Jews had always
been living, though in much smaller
numbers.

Post-Holocaust in Nazi Germany, a
UN-led Partition Plan for Palestine was
adopted by the General Assembly. The
Arab League rejected the plan, but the
Jewish Agency for Palestine accepted
it. On May 14, 1948, the State of Israel
was proclaimed.

As a reaction, a coalition of five
Arab states declared war against the
new state, but was eventually defeated
by Israel in 1949.

Before the war, between 200,000
and 300,000 Palestinians had already
left or were forced out from Palestine
and during the fighting, a further
300,000 to 400,000 others were dis-
placed. The overall figure is estimated
to be around 700,000.

During the war, more than 400
Arab villages were destroyed. While
human rights violations were commit-
ted on both sides, the massacre of Deir
Yassin — a village on the road be-
tween Tel Aviv and Jerusalem — is
particularly engraved in Palestinian
memory to this day. At least 100
people were killed, including women
and children. It triggered widespread

fear among Palestinians and
prompted many to flee their homes.

By the end of the war, Israel held
around 40% of the area initially ear-
marked for the Palestinians by the UN
partition plan of 1947.

Then-Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat coined the term Naqba Day in
1998. He set the date as the official day
for the commemoration of the loss of
the Palestinian homeland.

Palestinian Migration
Most of the Palestinians ended up

as stateless refugees in neighbouring
Arab countries, only a minority moved
further abroad. Until today, only a frac-
tion of the next-generation Palestin-
ians have applied for or received other
citizenships. As a result, the vast ma-
jority of the currently around 6.2 mil-
lion Palestinians in the Middle East
have remained stateless into the third
or fourth generation.

According to the UN’s Palestinian
refugee agency, UNRWA, most Pales-
tinians in the region still live in refu-
gee camps, which over time have
transformed into refugee towns. They
are mainly based in the Gaza Strip, in
the Occupied West Bank, Lebanon,
Syria, Jordan and East Jerusalem.

Unfortunately, UNRWA has not
been able to get full support from the
western nations for fulfilling its man-
date. To date, UNRWA has only re-
ceived less than 25 per cent of its fi-
nancial requirements, or $364 million
and still needs $1.3 billion. At the be-
ginning of the year, UNRWA appealed
for $1.6 billion in support of its
programmes, operations and emer-
gency response across Syria, Lebanon,
the West Bank (including East Jerusa-
lem), the Gaza Strip and Jordan.

Over the years, the Agency has put
in place several measures to utilise the
very little financial contributions it re-
ceived from donors.

What is the Palestinian right to re-
turn?

According to the UN General As-
sembly Resolution 194 of 1948, as well
as the UN Resolution 3236 of 1974, and
the 1951 Convention on the Status of
Refugees, Palestinians who are consid-
ered Palestinian refugees have the
“right of return”.

Israel however is rejecting this
“right of return” for Palestinians stat-
ing that this would mean an end to
Israel’s identity as a Jewish state. Israel
denies responsibility for the displace-

ment of Palestinians and points out
that between 1948 and 1972 around
800,000 Jews were expelled or had to
flee from Arab countries like Morocco,
Iraq, Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen.

Though seemingly implausible,
but at one point this century — in
Egypt in January 2001 — Israelis and
Palestinians were negotiating how to
carry out UN General Assembly Reso-
lution 194. This important resolution
was passed on December 11, 1948,
with 35 countries, including the US
and the UK, voting for it. But today we
seem to be at the farthest possible dis-
tance from seeing justice carried out
for Palestinian refugees and their de-
scendants.

Originally, the Zionist movement
was propelled by the logic of settler
colonialism. Historian Patrick Wolfe has
defined it as a mode of domination
characterised by “a logic of elimina-
tion”. Settler colonial regimes seek to
smother the native people, or at least
to suppress their political autonomy.
The elimination of the native people
is a precondition for expropriating the
land and its natural resources.

Jewish-American intellectual
Noam Chomsky, observed that “settler

colonialism is the most extreme and
sadistic form of imperialism”. The hall-
mark of settler colonialism is ruthless-
ness and the disregard for law, justice
and morality.  And currently we are
witnessing all these aspects under the
Zionist Israeli regime.

The Zionist movement was noth-
ing if not ruthless. It did not plan to
cooperate with the native Arab popu-
lation for the common good. On the
contrary, it always planned to supplant
them. The only way the Zionist project
could be realised and maintained was
by expelling a large number of Arabs
from their homes and taking over their
land. Apparently Israel was able to
achieve this, with the help of the Brit-
ish politicians and in later years, with
the tacit American support. If we have
to resolve the Palestinian issue, then
the only credible option is for the UN
to influence both the UK and USA to
play a constructive role not a confron-
tational or bipartisan approach to-
wards resolving the issue, as per the
aspirations of the Palestinian people
and demands of fair and equal justice.

But it also shows the lack of resolve
on their part to get the Palestinian is-
sue resolved once for all.

CHENNAI, AIADMK General Secretary Edappadi Palaniswami leads a protest against the Tamil Nadu government in connec-
tion with elicit liquor  and other issues at Saidapet in Chennai on Monday.UNI

4 arrested in UP for
trying to sell girl in
Mumbai

Lucknow, May 22 (IANS) Four
people, including a father-son
duo, have been arrested in Uttar
Pradesh for trying to sell a girl in
Mumbai.

The girl, who resides in
Rahimabad, was allegedly
trapped by member of the gang,
identified as Amir of Unnao dis-
trict. Amir posed as a Hindu. On
May 17, the girl was taken to a
house where Amir raped her.

The police said Amir and his
father Zabir were running a hu-
man trafficking racket. They used
to sell girls to some influential
persons in Mumbai, the police
said and added that the case is
being investigated.

“Amir used to trap girls by
posing as Hindu. Most of these
girls, who wanted to work in
metro cities, easily fell into his
trap,” ADCP C.M. Sinha said.
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Parineeti realised Raghav was ‘the
one’ over ‘one breakfast together’

Mumbai, May 22 (IANS)
Actress Parineeti Chopra
spoke about the time she
realised her fiance and AAP
leader Raghav Chadha was
“the one” for her.

Parineeti took to
Instagram, where she
shared a slew of pictures
from her engagement,
which also features her sis-
ter Priyanka Chopra Jonas
and other family memebers.

Parineeti captioned the
post: “When you know, you
know. One breakfast to-
gether and I knew - I had
met the one. The most won-
derful man whose quiet
strength would be calming,

peaceful and inspiring.”
“His support, humour,

wit and friendship are pure
joy. He is my home. Our en-
gagement party was like liv-
ing a dream - a dream un-
furling beautifully amidst
love, laughter, emotion and
loads of dancing!”

Parineeti and Raghav
got engaged in New Delhi at
the Kapurthala house on
May 13.   On the acting front,
Parineeti will be seen shar-
ing the screen with Diljit
Dosanjh in the Imtiaz Ali di-
rectorial ‘Chamkila’. The film
is said to be inspired by
Punjabi singer Amar Singh
Chamkila.

Anupam Kher injures
his shoulder while
shooting ‘Vijay 69’;
says, ‘Dard to hai’

Mumbai, May 22 (IANS) Veteran Bollywood star
Anupam Kher injured his shoulder while shooting
for his upcoming film ‘Vijay 69’.

Anupam took to Instagram, where he posted a
picture of himself in a sling.

He wrote: “Aap sports film karo aur aap ghaayal
na ho!! Aisa kaise ho sakata hai? Kal #vijay69 ki
shooting ke dauran kandhe mein achi khaasi choth
lagi.”

He shared that the injury does hurt.
“Dard to hai par jab kandhe par sling lagaane

vaale bhaiya ne bataaya ki unhone hi @iamsrk aur
@hrithikroshan ke kandhon ko is sling se sajaaya tha
to pata nahin kyon dard ka ehasaas thoda kam ho
gaya.”

He added: “Par waese agar thoda zor se khaansun
toh muh se halki si cheekh zaroor nikalti hai! Photo
mein muskuraane ke koshish genuine hai! Ek do
dinon baad shooting jaari rahegi.”

“Waese maa ne suna to boli, ‘Aur dikha apni body
duniya ko!! Tujhe nazar lag gayi!’ Maine jawaab diya,
‘Maa! Girte hai shahasvaar hi maidaan e jang mein.
Vo tiphal kya girega jo ghutno ke bal chale!’ Maa
jhaapad maarte maarte rukh gayi.” The film will nar-
rate the life of a man who decides to compete in a
triathlon contest at the age of 69.

‘Fast X’ director weighs in on
Vin Diesel’s hint at trilogy

Los Angeles, May 22
(IANS) Filmmaker Louis
Leterrier is open to more
‘Fast and Furious’ movies.

The 49-year-old director
is sitting at the helm for the
next two films in the high-
speed franchise, which were
thought to be the final in-
stallments in the long-run-
ning series, but he has now
echoed star Vin Diesel by
suggesting that there could
yet be more pictures, re-
ports aceshowbiz.com.

“Let’s see what this one
does. You know what’s
beautiful about this fran-
chise is that the audience
gave love and then the fran-
chise kept growing and de-
livered for the fans, but also
surprised them. Don’t shove
it down people’s throats, but
give people what they love.
So let’s see (what happens
next),” Louis said to Enter-
tainment Weekly.

Louis admitted that “it’s
hard to give an answer” as to
whether ‘Fast X Part 2’ will
bring the curtain down on

the franchise and pointed
out that the coronavirus
pandemic highlighted the
uncertainty in the film in-

dustry.
The French filmmaker

said: “I mean, who knows?
Two years ago we didn’t
think that movies would
ever exist anymore. Knock
on wood, count my lucky
stars that we’re making gi-
ant movies that are now be-
ing seen by millions of
people around the globe. It’s
amazing, and I’m so happy
that we’re part of this sum-
mer where it feels like the
excitement for movies is
back.”

Vin Diesel, who plays the
role of Dominic Toretto in
the series, divulged recently
that ‘Fast X’ will be the open-
ing part of a concluding tril-
ogy. The 55-year-old actor
said: “Without tipping the
hat too much, I can say this,
Going into making this
movie, the studio had asked
if this could be a two-parter.
And after the studio saw this
Part 1, they said, ‘Could you
make Fast X, the finale, a tril-
ogy?”

Vidyut Jammwal on bouts of self-
doubt: ‘It’s never a hindrance’

New Delhi, May 22 (IANS) There are just a handful of
names today in Hindi cinema that have redefined genres
with their performances in films. One such name is Vidyut
Jammwal, who has, time and again, brought his A-game
forward with each movie he does. Vidyut has carved a niche
for himself by performing death-defying stunts in films.
However, he admits harbouring doubts but said “it is never
a hindrance.” “Every time I start something, it could be any-
thing, it starts with self doubt and then I still go ahead and
attempt it,” said the Kanpur-born actor. Touted as one of
Bollywood’s bankable actors, Vidyut added: “It starts with
that but it is normally not a hindrance because the mo-
ment I doubt myself, the first thought that comes to me is
that I need to invest some
time on it. It starts with that
but the moment you surpass
it, it becomes easy.” Synony-
mous with his name, which
means electricity, Vidyut, after
‘Force’, gave electrifying per-
formances in films such as the
‘Commando’ franchise,
‘Khuda Haafiz’ franchise,
‘Sanak’ and his latest ‘IB 71’. It
wouldn’t be wrong to say he’s
a man of great business and
his ever-burgeoning fan base,
fondly called “Jammwalions”,
is a testament to that. Talking
about when he felt he’d made
it, the JAK Rifles officers’ son
said: “It’s an ever-growing process. I think I am still supposed
to find Vidyut Jammwal because there’s a lot of work go-
ing on to find the perfect being. So, I feel I am very far away
from it yet very close.” With so much love pouring in for
him and hopes riding on the actor who has ventured into
producing films, does he feel the responsibility or pressure?

Indian Cricketer Shubman Gill launches
the Hindi, Punjabi trailer for Spider-Man

Since the makers
have announced that In-
dian Spider-Man, Pavitr
Prabhakar will be voiced
by Indian cricketer
Shubman Gill, the antici-
pation amongst the
masses has been el-
evated to the highest
peak. Today, an event
took place in Mumbai
wherein the cricketer
launched the most-
awaited trailer of Spider-
Man: Across the Spider-
Verse, introducing the
audiences to the world of
Pavitr Prabhakar.

Our friendly
neighbourhood Spider-
Man goes desi as we will
see Pavitra Prabhakar
and his town
Mumbattan. Also, for the

first time, a Hollywood film
will be released in 10 lan-
guages.

Whether it’s the relat-
able dialogues or the grasp-
ing narrative that appears in
the trailer, every bit of it will
connect you to the Indian
roots and will also excite you
to get engrossed in the uni-
verse of Spider-Man, once
again. And Indian fans have
a big surprise as Spider-Man:

Across the Spiderverse is
all set to release a day
prior in India before its
US release!

Sony Pictures Enter-
tainment India releases
'Spider-Man: Across the
Spider-Verse' in English,
Hindi, Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada, Malayalam,
Gujarati, Marathi, Punjabi
and Bengali on 1st June
2023, only in Cinemas.
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cipients & Speciality Chemicals
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Viscosity Modifier

Rheollose®
Sodium Carboxymethyl Cellulose

IP, BP, EP, USP-NF

Lubricants

Magnesium Stearate

API Intermediates

Sodium Monochloro Acetate
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Paper have not been
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“WESTERNTIMES” does
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the sales proposition.
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Surat, TM Patel Interna-
tional School Surat, a re-
nowned educational institu-
tion, is beaming with pride
as they announce the re-
markable performance of
their Class X students in the
CBSE board exams. With a
100% pass result, the stu-
dents have once again el-
evated the school's reputa-
tion and brought honor to
themselves, their families,
and the institution.

The Director/Principal,
Mr. K Maxwell Manohar, con-
gratulated students and
wished them a bright and
successful future ahead. His
words of encouragement
and belief in the students'
potential further motivate
them to strive for excellence
in their future endeavors.

Among the 25 students
who appeared for the ex-

TM Patel International school Celebrates
100% Pass Result in CBSE Class X Exams

ams, the highest percentage
secured was an impressive
94.2%. This exceptional feat
showcases the academic
brilliance and dedication of
the student who achieved
this remarkable score. It is a
result of their consistent ef-
forts, disciplined approach
to studies, and a passion for
learning.

Furthermore, a stagger-
ing 80% of the students
achieved a First-class result,
highlighting the overall ex-
cellence and academic com-
petence of the entire class.
The commitment and com-
mitment of the students,
combined with the guid-
ance and support of the
dedicated teachers and par-
ents, have played a pivotal
role in this outstanding
achievement.

The school administra-

tion acknowledges the cru-
cial role played by the teach-
ers and parents in nurturing
the students' potential and
helping them reach new
heights of success. The tire-
less efforts and unwavering
support of these stakehold-
ers have contributed signifi-
cantly to the students' ac-
complishments.

The entire TMPIS Surat
team takes immense pride
in this remarkable achieve-
ment. They extend their
heartfelt congratulations to
each student for their out-
standing performance.
These results not only re-
flect the students' hard work
and dedication but also
highlight the school's com-
mitment to providing qual-
ity education and fostering
an environment conducive
to academic excellence.

Rs. 30 crore for building project and Rs. 5 crore for The lake project was approved. Mr. Amit Shah addressed the public on the occasion of the launch and comple-
tion of various projects of Rs.360 crore organized by the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation.  Along with the launch and approval of various projects of Ahmedabad
Metropolitan Municipality, a computerized draw of 2,501 LIG houses was also done by Mr. Amit Shah. Program was attended by all the MPs, MLAs and officials of the
Municipal Corporation and a citizens of Ahmedabad.

Three neighobours threaten cop
Ahmedabad: A cop working with the Vastrapur

police on Sunday filed a complaint with the Vejalpur
police alleging that his neighbours - three members
of a family- threatened and abused him over a petty
dispute.

Jayesh Sanghvi, a resident of Krishna Tenement
Society in Vejalpur, said that his neighbour Dipak
Solanki’s son Kevin Solanki had a fight with him on
Friday Kevin had called some friendas at his  home
and they were speaking loudly and using abusive
words.  Sanghvi objected to it. This did not go well with
Dipak Solanki who on Saturday abused andn threat-
ened him. Snghvi said that Dipak, Kevin and Dipak’s
wife Madhu had threatteneed him.  Sanghvi called up
police control toom and later filed a complaint of
criminal intimaidation.

Man makes 60 calls to control
room, abuses cop

Ahmedabad: A cop working with the city control
room on Sunday filed a complaint with Madhabpura
police alleging that an unknown man persistently
called hip up and abused him. Mohammed  Yasin
Shaikh, 45,said in his FIR that he has been woeking
with the city police department since 1998 and is
cureently

depoyed at the city police controol room. He said
that an unknown man called him between 3pm on
Saturday and 10am on Sunday while he was on duty.
The man made nearly 50 to 60 calls and kept the po-
lice control telephone line engaged,he alleged in the
FIR. Shaikh said that he asked for the name aand the
address of the caller who was obstruting police work
but the latter did  not reveal his identitly. Madhavpura
police booked the  unknown man for obstutcting duty
of a government empoyee and using abusive words.

Labourer,54, beaten to death in
Gandhinagar

Ahmedabad: Unidentified men lynched a 54-year-
old man from Detroj in Ahmedabad and then threw
him off a bridge at Kalol in Gandhinagar, leading to
his death on Sunday morining. According to an  FIR
filed with Kalol city police, the deceased, Mangaji
Thakor, lived in Marusana village in Detroj taluka of
Ahmedabad. Hid cousin Ajmal Thakor said that
Mangaji was beaten up by a mob over an unknown
dispute on Sunday morning. He was beaten wish
stricks and then thrown form a bridge in Kalol city.

Mangaji was taken to Gandhinagar Civil hospital
where he died att around 3pm on Sunday. Ajaml said
that Mangaji worked as a labourer and had been liv-
ing in Raen Basera (night  shelter) in Kalol city for the
past two years.  Ajmal said that he  had last met
Mangaji around a year ago when he had come down
to cast  his vote at the  sarpanch election. Mangaji had
been living alone after he lost his wife to tuberciulosis.
His only son had also died when he was around a year
old. Kalol city police filed a complaint fo murder and
abetment aginst unknown persons.

Trademark dispute over ‘tomato’
reaches HC

Ahmedabad: The  Goan eatery named Tomato’s
Beachside Kitchen &  Bar has approached the Gujarat
high court ch allenging the stay order by a city civil
court after a city restaurant owner alleged infringment
on trademark rights secured for Tomato or Tomato’s

You Tubers threaten artist,
attempt to extort 2.50cr

Ahmedabd: A man and woman, who run a Tou
Tube channel, allegedly demanded and extrotion
amount of Rs 2.50 crore form a Navrangpura-based
artist and reped in  a murder accused to threaten her.

Priya Soni, 28, a reasidentt of Daval Avenue, has
filed a complaint with Navrangpura police.

She said that two people named Vinay Dubey and
Paridhi, who run a news chennel on You Tube, con-
tacted her regarding an Income Tax department raid
at her  house. “They demanded Rs 2.5 crore to Rs 3
crore from me while threatening to  brodcast news
about the I- T department raid and defame me.  They
also threattened to kill me if I did not pay the extor-
tion money, “ said Soni.Soni said that   Dubey also came
to herr house with a murder a accused.

“On  April 24,at around     12.30pm, Dubey came
along with Arpan Pandey, a murder accused. Dubey
told me that Pandey had been recently released from
prison and that he could implicate me in any leagal
case,”said  Soni.

Home  Ahmedabad  Crime  Youth
robbed in the guise of currency
exchange in Satellite

A man was brutally beaten and robbed by a gang
of three while attempting to exchange dollar currency
in the Satellite area. As per the complaint filed with
satellite police, the victim has been identified as Janak
Barot. He was allegedly lured into a trap by a man
named Manish, who claimed to to be running a cur-
rency exchange service.Janak, who was looking to
exchange currency, was asked to reach a particular
location in Bopal with the cash by Manish.

Upon arriving at the location, the three accused
sat in his car. Manish informed Janak that they will now
be en route to an acquaintance’s residence for the
currency exchange.  While seated in the vehicle, the
attacker struck Janak’s head with an object, leaving
him partially unconscious. Simultaneously, another
attacker pelted a stone, inflicting injuries to his face.
Janak collapsed to the ground, allowing the three cul-
prits to flee the spot with Rs 5.22 lakh cash that he
carried for exchange.

Bhavnagar linked to
other fake billing scams

Ahmedabad: Links to
Bhavnagar have been sur-
facing time and again in the
GST fake billing scams re-
ported from other parts of
Gujarat.

The most recent case is
the arrest of Aadil Hassan
Bajuber from Mumbai air-
port last week by Surat po-
lice he tried to flee to Dubai.

Aadi, also a resident of
Bhavanagar, is belived to be
the mastermind behind the
fake billing scam that in-
volved some 13 fake com-
panies being floated in
Surat and fake billing trans-
actions up wards of  Rs 50
crore, sureces confirmed.

He has been appre-
hended by the Economic
Offences Cell.

Adil was involved in
forging singnature on 21

rental agreements regis-
tered in the mame of a
Surat-based builder. These
fake compnies were in turn
used to illegaly obtain inpit
tax credit.

“During the investiga-
tion, he confessed to creat-
ing a fake  Aadhaar card us-
ing an app in the name of
the concerned buillder to be
able  to float bogus
compnies in his name,” a
source confirmed.

In connection with an-
other fake billing scam. the
Vadodra police had arrested
Bhavnagar residents, Yasin
alias Uncle Ismail Magarbi
and Akram Abdullah Atyan,
for registering bogus firms
in Vadodra and tax ebasion
of Rs 8 crore.   Another multi-
crore fake billing scam
involoving fudging Aadhar-

GST data also surfeced in
Bhavnagar. “Using docu-
ments obtained from resi-
dents of  Palitaana town and
Bhavnagar, bogus GST reg-
istrations were made across
the country and fake billing
transactions running into
crores were detected. The
recent remand of undertrial
priconer Mohammad Tata in
connection with two fake
billing scams in Bhavnagar
also indiates that the place
is emerging as a hospital for
bogus billing scems,” said a
source close to the
investigarion.  In a bid to
corb the menace of bogus
billing, the state goods and
services tax  department
has identified some 2,500
suspicious GST registrations
; a statew spot verification
drive is underway.

32-year-old man robbed
of 5 lakh with forex lure

Ahmedabad: Three men
robbled a 32-year-old man
from Bapunagar of Rs 5.22
lakh near Satellite AMC gar-
den between Ambli-Iskcon
Road on May 18 evening by
hiting him with a blunt ob-
ject on his head aand stone
on his face.

janak Barot, a resident of
Umang Tenement on
Hirawadi Road in
Bapunagar, works as family
tree planner for the Barot
community and had
worked with a foregin
exchenge service provider
for two years. Barot said that
his brother and late father
also woeked with defferent
foreign exchanges, so he
was aware of the forex busi-
ness.

On May 18 at around
1.30pm, Barot recived a call
from an unkown man who

introduced himself as
Manish and told Barot that
the wanted to exchange
$6.000 with Indian rupees.

Barot told him that he
wauld pay Rs 5.22 lakh ac-
cording value. Manish
agreed to it and sent a loca-
tion between Iskcon and
Ambli.

 As Barot did not have
that much amount wiht him,
he went to aa friend in
Memnaagar and collected
Rs 5.22 lakh, kept it in a bag
and went to the location
sent by Manisha.

When he reached there,
Manisha along with two
others on a motorcycle,
which had a tampered num-
ber plate on it, met him. One
of them satt  pillion with
Barot and they went around
some places saying that
some other person would

come there with the US
dolars. After  a while, they
agian reached the sam spot
where they  met Baro.
Sussenly, the man sitting pil-
lion with Barot hit some
blunt object on Barot’s head.
As he fell down, the man hit
a stone on his face in which
he suffered injuries  on his
head and went  uncon-
scious. The incident took
place at around 4.30pm  on
May 18.  Some locals, who
found him injured, took him
to Sola Civil Hospital where
a medico-legal case was
filed.  Barot said that as his
health condition was not
good, he did mot approach
the police the same day. He
approached Satellite police
on Saturday and filed a com-
plaint of reobery and abet-
ment against three unkown
men.

Employees of two power
companies manhandled

Ahmedabad: Dariapur
and Kanbha police regis-
tered three complaints after
officials, of the Torrent
Power and the North
(NGVCL) were attacked
when they tried to check il-
legal electricity connections
in the areas.

In Kanbha, the NGVCL
officials were manhadled
when they went to conduct
the check at an industrial
unuit.

Jigar   Goswami form the
electricity company filed the
complaint on Saturday un-
der IPC186 (obstructing of
public servent in discharge
of public functions),  504 (in-
tentional insult with intent
to provoke breach of the
peace, and 144 )(abettor
present when  offence is
comttted) against Bhavin
Sambhani,  Abhishek Patel
and Arpit Patel.

Goswami stated that he
went to check the power
connection at Dhanlaxmi
Industrial Estate at plot
number 4 in  Bakrol and
found that the meter was
locked in iron grill. When he
asked for the keys, he and
his team members were
told to leave the premises.
According to Goswami, he
and the other team
mambers insistted on
checking the power con-
nection to leave the place.
Goswami then filed a
complaintt with the Knabha
Police.

Two similar complaints
were filed by the Torrent
Power company in Dariapur.

In the first complaint.

Akib Nagani, an assistant
manager with the company,
lodged a complaint with the
police on Saturday against
Moshin Shaikh under IPC
323 (voluntarily causing
hurt), 506(1)(criminal
intimidattion) and 114.

Nagani and other mem-
bers of his team had gone to
check power connections in

the JP High School lane in
the area and while they
were doing their jobs,
Shaikh and his brother
stopped them from con-
ducting the checks. They
soon started abusing the
members of the team, alleg-
ing that they have been ha-
rassing the residents.

Sterling Hospitals ties up with Mohak Bariatrics to offer
state-of-the-art Bariatric surgeries in Ahmedabad

Ahmedabad, 22nd May
2023, India: Sterling Hospi-
tals, a renowned
multispecialty hospital in
Ahmedabad, announced its
strategic collaboration with
Mohak Bariatrics and Robot-
ics to offer advanced
Bariatric surgeries to pa-
tients in the city. This part-
nership is a significant step
towards delivering the latest
medical technologies and
surgical techniques to pa-
tients in need.

Mohak Bariatric is a pre-
mier healthcare centre spe-
cializing in minimal access,
obesity, and diabetes sur-
gery. With advanced tech-
nology and dedicated ser-

vices for Bariatric surgery, it
boasts highly equipped, in-
telligent operation theatres
with 1s HD Envision tech-
nology, which allows for the
most precise and accurate
surgical procedures. This,
coupled with Sterling Multi-
Speciality Hospital's world-

class medical facilities, en-
sured that patients receive
the best possible care.

Bariatric surgery is a
highly specialized medical
field that focuses on surgi-
cal procedures to treat obe-
sity and its associated health
conditions. With the associa-
tion of Sterling Hospitals
and Mohak Bariatric, pa-
tients now have access to
the latest and most ad-
vanced Bariatric surgery
techniques and equipment,
including robotic surgery.
This partnership signifi-
cantly enhances the quality
of care available to patients
in need of Bariatric surgery
in Ahmedabad.

BJP gave India its first OBC PM: Amit Shah
Ahmedabad: Accusing

the Congress party of “ha-
rassing and insulting’ other
backword classes (OBCs)
duiring its ruls at the Centre,
Union home minister Amit
Shah asserted that the BJP
gave India its first OBC
prime minster when
Narendra Modi took over as
PM in 2014.

Speaking at the national
convention of  the Samast
Modi Samaj in Ahmedabad,
Shah said that PM Modi has
according respect, which

was due, to the members of
the OBC and  he empa-
thized with the poor as he
was born in a poor family
himself.   “Duiring its rule at
the  Centre,  Congress only
neglected, harassed and in-
sulted the OBCs. The  Con-
gress did nothing for OBCs
duiring its 56-year rule. As
soon as the BJP came to
power. PM Modi gave the
OBC  cmmunity its due re-
spect. And it was the BJP
which gave the first OBC PM
to the  country in the from

of the Modi,” Shah said. He
added that the BJP also gave
several OBC chief minister
and also accorded constitu-
tional status to the OBC
Commission.  “ Other initia-
tives taken by the Modi gov-
ernment for the backward
classes include introducing
reserbations in Kendriya
and Navodaya Vidhyalaya
Schools, Introducing reser-
vation in National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance  Test (NEET),
and crating a OBC
enterpreneurs, “he stated.

Global Surgeons Summit-2023 organized by VAPI Surgeons
Association, Amasi and Meril Endo Surgery at Meril

Vapi., A two-day Global
Surgeons Summit 2023 was
organized at Bhilad Sriji Hos-
pital, Umargam Taluka, Vapi.
On the first day at Bhilad Sriji
Hospital, the attendees were
informed about the benefits
of the operation of patients
with advanced technology
through a live presentation
from the operation theatre.
After inaugurating the sum-
mit in the first phase at
Bhilad Shriji Hospital, the sec-
ond phase at Vapi, expert
surgeon and chairman of the
program Dr. Rajesh
Srivastava provided exten-
sive information about the
advantages of advanced
technology and robotic sur-
gery. More than 450 eminent
surgeons attended the pro-
gram. A total of 170 surgeons
from 35 countries will be
participating here, including
advanced surgical subjects

mainly hernia, bariatric and
colo-rectal surgery. Aiming
to complete a comprehen-
sive coverage on modern
devices that are currently
impacting safe and effective
surgical practice through 14
minimally invasive live sur-
geries and robotic demon-
strations conducted by sur-
gical experts, JESSE became

a platform for surgery to
watch.   Under the guidance
of Dr. Rajesh Srivastava, 14
surgeries will be telecasted
to Meril Academy from, Shriji
Hospital, Bhilad to train sur-
geons. Dr. Rajesh Srivastava,
chairman of the program
said that a great opportunity
is being achieved.(photo
Ashok joshi..)
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Punjab Grill Expands its Footprint With
The Launch First Outlet in Ahmedabad

Ahmedabad, Punjab
Grill, a renowned North In-
dian cuisine restaurant, con-
tinues its expansion spree
with the opening of its first
outlet in Ahmedabad. With
the recent opening of three
outlets in Bangalore and
one in Indore, Punjab Grill is
now making its mark in
Ahmedabad, offering its au-
thentic and hearty North In-
dian dishes.

A name that one associ-
ates with the royal heritage
of the state of Sher-e-Punjab
- An endeavor by Lite Bite

Foods, the restaurant chain
has been taking its guests
on a majestic culinary expe-
dition into the grandeur of
the Royal States of undi-
vided Punjab since 2008.

Reaching new heights,
Punjab Grill is thrilled to an-
nounce its new outlet open-
ing in Ahmedabad, Palla-
dium Mall. Known as the
pioneer of North-Indian cui-
sine, the food here is more
than just a meal, titillating its
patron's tongue with au-
thentic flavors.
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She was invited to the Cannes Film Festival premiere of new film, Anatomy of a Fall. And Jennifer
Lawrence has clearly worked out how to avoid one - swapping heels for a pair of flip flops. The actress, who
tripped up enroute to collecting her Oscar in 2013, was pictured being led down the stairs at the Palais des
Festivals in a pair of black sandals on Sunday. The comfy footwear was hidden underneath her red gown
which featured an A-line skirt and a long train.

On a night committed to red carpet glamour it was inevitable that the leading lady might steal the spot-
light, and so she did - but Alicia Vikander (left) was in good company as the 76th Cannes Film Festival cel-
ebrated the launch of Firebrand. The actress was present on the resort town's famous Croisette having ar-
rived on the arm of supportive partner Michael Fassbender, and she was joined by fellow models Irina Shayk
(second left), Gigi Hadid (second right) and Naomi Campbell (right) ahead of the film's first official screen-
ing. But while their presence threatened to upstage the star, Alicia stole the spotlight in a sweeping, sequin
embellished gown as she greeted onlookers on the French Riviera.

5.6-magnitude quake jolts
Northern California

Los Angeles, May 22 (IANS) An earthquake mea-
suring 5.6 on the Richter scale struck off the North-
ern California coast, according to the US Geological
Survey (USGS).

In its report, the USGS said the quake on Sunday
was recorded 74.3 miles west-northwest of Eureka
and 63.5 miles west of Petrolia near Humboldt
County.  It was first reported at 11.44 a.m. on Sun-
day morning with a preliminary magnitude of 5.6
and was later downgraded to 5.5, CBS News quoted
the USGS as saying.

The quake was felt in Ferndale, Loleta, Fortuna,
Whitehorn and Eureka.  There were no immediate
reports of any injuries or damage.

In the last 10 days, there have been no earth-
quakes of magnitude 3.0 or greater in the region,
reports The Los Angeles Times. An average of five
earthquakes with magnitudes between 5.0 and 6.0
occur per year in California and Nevada.

S.Korean Prez’s approval rating
up for 4th straight week: Poll

Seoul, May 22 (IANS) South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol’s approval rating rose for the fourth
consecutive week, amid positive feedback on his
handling of diplomatic and security issues, a poll
showed Monday. This marks the first time since tak-
ing office in May 2022 that Yoon’s approval rating
has shown an upward trend for four weeks in a row,
reports Yonhap News Agency. In the poll of 2,504
adults aged 18 and older conducted by Realmeter
from May 15-19, the positive assessment of Yoon’s
performance rose 2.2 percentage points from the
previous week to 39 per cent.

Yoon’s disapproval rating was 57.9 per cent,
down 2.9 percentage points from the previous week.

It marked the biggest fall in the DP’s ratings since
the launch of the Yoon administration, Bae said.

Italy’s Mt. Etna erupts, flights
halted to Sicily

Rome, May 22 (IANS) Italy’s Mount Etna, one of
the world’s most active volcanoes, has erupted, forc-
ing flights to eastern Sicily’s largest city, Catania, to
halt. In a report on Monday, The Weather Channel
said that Catania was hit hard by the falling ash fol-
lowing the eruption on Sunday.

As a result, the city’s airport was closed.
Taking to Twitter, the airport said: “Flight opera-

tions remain suspended until tomorrow (Monday)
morning at 9 a.m. or in any case until safety condi-
tions are restored. Go to the airport only if the flight
schedule is confirmed. Info with airlines.”

It is not uncommon for Catania’s airport to pause
its activities, as Etna, also one of the tallest active
volcanoes in Europe, is is in an almost constant state
of activity. Experts are unsure how long this erup-
tion will last, but the one in early 2021 had lasted for
weeks.

Bangladesh announces
discovery of new gas field

Dhaka, May 22 (IANS) The Bangladesh govern-
ment on Monday announced the discovery of a new
gas field in the southern district of Bhola.

State Minister for Power, Energy and Mineral Re-
sources Nasrul Hamid formally announced Bhola’s
Ilisha-1 as the country’s 29th gas field, reports Xinhua
news agency. Ilisha-1’s daily production is around
20 million cubic feet, said Hamid, adding that it’s be-
lieved that it has a reserve of 200 billion cubic feet
of gas.  The whole Bhola area including Ilisha-1 has
a reserve of 3 trillion cubic feet of gas.

The gas field was discovered by the state-run
Bangladesh Petroleum Exploration Company
(BAPEX), which discovered over a dozen small- to
medium-sized gas fields.

Bangladesh previously had 28 gas fields, with the
latest one in Zakiganj in Sylhet, some 240 km north-
east of the capital Dhaka, discovered in August 2021.

The country’s 27th gas field was also discovered
in Bheduria of Bhola, an offshore island covering an
area of 3,403.48 sq km and about 205 km south of
the capital Dhaka, which boasts hundreds of billions
of cubic feet reserves.

5.3-magnitude quake jolts
islands south of Tokyo

Tokyo, May 22 (IANS) An earthquake measuring
5.3 on the Richter scale jolted the Izu Islands south
of Tokyo, the weather agency said on Monday.

According to the Japan Meteorological Agency
(JMA), the temblor, which struck at 4.42 p.m. (local
time) at a depth of around 10 km, registered a lower
5 on the Japanese seismic intensity scale of 7 in the
waters around Niijima and Toshima islands, reports
Xinhua news agency. No tsunami warning has been
issued.  There were no immediate reports of any in-
juries or damages.

20 kids dead as fire rips through
school dorm in Guyana

Georgetown, May 22 (IANS) At least 20 children
died in their sleep after a fire ripped through a school
dorm in Guyana, the media reported on Monday.

The fire occurred at around 11.40 p.m. on Sun-
day night at Mahdia Secondary School in central
Guyana, with President Irfaan Ali calling it a “major
disaster”, reports sun.co.uk.

“This is a horrific incident and its tragic, it is pain-
ful and I cannot imagine the pain of the parents and
of the children, and as a country we will have to deal
with this,” the President was quoted as saying in a
statement. Five planes have reportedly taken off to
support the health officials, with plans to transport
seven children to Georgetown for treatment. Ac-
cording to local media, many children remain unac-
counted for. Mahdia town is known for gold mining,
and the school houses students from surrounding
towns and villages in the region.

Aus city’s newly-elected Indian-
origin Mayor to meet PM Modi:
Report

Melbourne, May 22 (IANS) Just hours before
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s touch down in Aus-
tralia, the City of Parramatta in western Sydney
elected its first Indian-origin Lord Mayor on Mon-
day.

Councillor Sameer Pandey, who was first elected
to City of Parramatta Council in September 2017, has
been serving as Deputy Lord Mayor since January
2022. “Parramatta is home to a vibrant and diverse
community and I’m excited to lead the City as it ce-
ments itself as Sydney’s second CBD and the focus
of some of its most exciting opportunities,” Pandey
said in a statement.

He will reportedly meet Modi in Sydney, where
the Prime Minister will address more than 20,000
members of the Indian community at the Qudos
Bank Arena Stadium.

According to a Daily Telegraph report, Pandey
will “discuss the ‘Little India’ precinct” at Harris Park,
a suburb in Sydney, which has 45 per cent of its resi-
dents tracing their roots to India, and is home to
many popular small and medium Indian businesses.

Biden honours Indian-origin NYPD
cop with Presidential Medal of Valor

New York, May 22 (IANS)
An Indian-origin New York
Police Department (NYPD)
officer and nine others were
honoured by President Joe
Biden with the Medal of
Valor, the nation’s highest
award for bravery by a pub-
lic safety officer.

Sumit Sulan was
honoured at a White House
ceremony last week for
shooting a gunman who
ambushed and killed offic-
ers Jason Rivera and Wilbert
Mora as they responded to
a domestic violence call in
Harlem, New York City, on
January 21, 2022.

“A very dark day for the
city of New York could have
been more — even more
tragic, with a much higher
body count, if it weren’t for
Detective Sulan,” President
Biden said at the Medal of
Valor Ceremony.

According to a White
House statement, the three
officers put themselves in
the line of fire to protect a
mother and son from an

armed man threatening vio-
lence in their home.

Officers Rivera and Mora,
who were awarded posthu-
mously, positioned them-
selves between the assailant
and the other occupants of
the house after getting a
911 call.  They were am-
bushed, shot multiple times,
and died from their injuries.
Detective Sulan, then still a
rookie, ensured the safety of
the civilians on the scene
and struck down the gun-
man with his service
weapon, bringing an end to
the deadly episode just 45
seconds after it had begun.

“That terrible day, when
the bullets started flying,
Detective Sulan had only
been then — with the pre-
cinct — the 32nd Precinct
for two months. Two
months. But he jumped into
action. He shielded the
mother and brother from
gunfire, then drew his
weapon to fire twice, hitting
the gunman and ending the
incident,” Biden said.

Yemeni leader reiterates
unity amid calls for secession

Aden, May 22 (IANS)
Rashad al-Alimi, the chair-
man of Yemen’s Presidential
Leadership Council (PLC),
has issued a fresh call for
national unity ahead of the
country’s National Day, amid
calls to demand the south-
ern region’s secession from
the republic.

In an eve-of-celebration
speech delivered from his
temporary office in the
Saudi capital of Riyadh, al-
Alimi stressed the impor-
tance of the 1990 unification
of North and South Yemen
after decades of struggle,
reports Xinhua news
agency.

While acknowledging
the mistakes that came
along with the unification,
he voiced the PLC’s commit-
ment to pushing forward
political reforms.

He also warned of the
Houthi militia’s threat, ac-
cusing them of falsely advo-
cating for “unity or death”
while planning to invade
the country’s southern re-
gions.

The Yemeni leader
urged all political factions to
unite around the council to
achieve common goals, put
an end to the Houthi coup,
restore state institutions,
and alleviate the years-long
suffering. Despite al-Alimi’s
appeal for unity, calls for se-
cession are growing louder,
particularly in Aden and
other major southern cities
that are now controlled by
the Southern Transitional
Council (STC). On Sunday,
chief of the STC Aidarous
Zubaidi, who also serves as
the deputy to al-Alimi in the
PLC, kickstarted the sixth
session of the National As-
sembly that convened in
Mukalla, the capital of
Hadramout province.
Zubaidi made it clear in his
speech in Mukalla that the
STC, which is headquartered
in Aden, is determined to
pursue its political goals,
one of which is seeking “out-
right independence”. Yemen,
an impoverished Arab coun-
try plagued by violence and
political turmoil, is teetering

on the brink of further frag-
mentation as the southern
region’s grievances threaten
the country’s unity, accord-
ing to local observers. As
part of efforts to address
southern grievances, al-
Alimi announced last week
the reinstatement of more
than 52,000 civil, security,
and military employees who
were forcibly dismissed
from their jobs in the
country’s southern prov-
inces after the 1994 civil war.
In 1994, a civil war erupted
in Yemen, four years after
the unification of North and
South Yemen to form the
Republic of Yemen. The con-
flict was caused by a seces-
sionist movement by south-
ern Yemen that sought to
break away from the north-
ern part of the country. One
of the consequences of the
war was the mass dismissal
of thousands of employees,
who had previously held
jobs in various sectors of the
southern region, including
government, security, and
the military.

Greek conservatives win general
elections, fall short of majority

Athens, May 22 (IANS)
Greek conservativeshave re-
ceived a clear mandate from
the people of the country to
continue efforts to change
the country with a strong
government, Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis said af-
ter his New Democracy (ND)
party won the general elec-
tions by a huge margin.

ND garnered 40.79 per
cent of the votes, securing
145 seats in the next 300-
member Parliament, accord-
ing to 96.03 per cent of the
votes counted, official re-
sults released by the Interior
Ministry revealed.

The main opposition
party, SYRIZA-Progressive
Alliance, gained 20.05 per
cent of votes with 72 seats,
while another three parties
that passed the 3 per cent
threshold will also enter the
new Parliament, Xinhua
news agency quoted the In-
terior Ministry as saying.

“The results of the ballot
are clear. They show that
New Democracy has the ap-
proval of citizens to rule au-
tonomous and strong,”

Mitsotakis told media at the
party’s headquarters,
shortly after receiving a con-
gratulatory call from
S Y R I Z A - P r o g r e s s i v e
Alliance’s leader Alexis
Tsipras.

The third biggest party
in Sunday’s elections was
the socialist PASOK-KINAL
(Panhellenic Socialist Move-
ment-Movement for
Change) which received
11.52 per cent of the votes
with 41 seats, the results
showed.

The other two parties to
enter the parliament are the
Communist Party of Greece
(KKE) with 7.21 per cent of
the votes and 26 seats, and
the right-wing Elliniki Lysi
(Greek Solution) with 4.45
per cent of the votes and 16
seats.

Voter turnout stood at
60.26 percent.

Without achieving an
absolute majority, ND will
have to seek for a coalition
to form a government, an
option he already declined
during the pre-election
campaign.

And Mitsotakis had im-
plied that ND will seek an
absolute majority in the fol-
low-up elections.

The final results are ex-
pected to be announced on
Monday.

After that, President
Katerina Sakellaropoulou
will give a mandate to the
leader of the biggest party
to form a new government.

Under the constitution,
leaders of the top three par-
ties have three days each to
form a coalition.

If all efforts fail, a care-
taker government will lead
Greece to a second ballot by
early July.  The runoff vote
could be held on June 25,
local media reported. In the
second ballot, a revised elec-
toral system which provides
a bonus of up to 50 extra
seats for the winning party,
will be used, facilitating the
formation of a single-party
government.  Political ana-
lysts say, under this system,
the frontrunner could win a
majority in parliament with
about 38 per cent of the
votes.

Imran Khan sees 80%
chances of his arrest

Islamabad, May 22
(IANS) Former Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan
said there was an 80 per
cent chance of his arrest on
Tuesday when he will be in
Islamabad to pursue pre-ar-
rest bail in various cases.

In an interview with
CNN, the PTI chief said that
PDM was aligned with the
army and was “dismantling
the democratic system to
keep me out”, Dawn re-
ported.

Right now, he said, over
10,000 workers had been ar-
rested and his party’s entire
senior leadership was in jail.

Referring to violence
and arson attacks on state
buildings and army installa-
tions on May 9 following his
arrest, Khan said: “The way
they have used the pretext
of arson, they have used
that reaction after my arrest
to dismantle the party.”

Claiming that hundreds
of women and children
have been jailed, the PTI
chief said: “They are now
trying to try us in military
courts.”

The former premier said

he did not have any prob-
lem with the army “know-
ing they have been en-
trenched”, recalling that he
had worked with former
army chief Gen Qamar
Javed Bajwa before “he
switched horses”.

He claimed the ruling
coalition wanted to “bump
him off ” because it was
scared of losing elections.

Asserting that there
was still a threat to his life,
the PTI chief said he had
predicted that a religious
fanatic would be used to kill
him like a former Punjab
governor was assassinated,
Dawn reported.

Responding to a ques-
tion, he said Pakistan is
passing through “unpre-
dictable time” and ex-
pressed the fear over the
coalition government not
holding the national elec-
tions later in October this
year.

“My worry now is that
they won’t hold the na-
tional elections even in Oc-
tober. I fear they will hold
the elections when clear
that PTI will not win.”

Yoon, Biden, Kishida could hold
trilateral summit in Washington

Seoul, May 22 (IANS) South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol, his US counterpart Joe Biden and Japa-
nese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida could hold a tri-
lateral summit in Washington as early as July, an offi-
cial said here on Monday.

“The possibility of holding a South Korea-US-Ja-
pan summit this summer in Washington is being
talked about,” the presidential official told Yonhap
News Agency. The development comes a day after
Biden had proposed such a summit when he met
with Yoon and Kishida on the sidelines of the G7 sum-
mit in Hiroshima on Sunday.

The three countries have been strengthening tri-
lateral cooperation to deal with growing challenges
stemming from North Korea’s nuclear program, and
China’s military and economic assertiveness.

During their brief meeting on Sunday, the three
leaders agreed to upgrade trilateral cooperation to
a new level, Yoon’s office said.

If the Washington meeting is realised, it will be
the first time the leaders of the three countries will
be meeting specifically for that purpose, not on the
margins of a multilateral gathering.

“Over the long term, this could develop into a
form of shuttle diplomacy between the leaders of
South Korea, the US and Japan,” another presiden-
tial official said, referring to the leaders regularly vis-
iting each other’s countries, as done by the leaders
of South Korea and Japan.

Mexico raises
alert level amid
increased
volcanic activity

Mexico City, May 22
(IANS) Mexican authorities
have raised the alert level
due to the recent increased
activity of the Popocatepetl
volcano, one of the
country’s most active.

The alert level was raised
from yellow phase two to
yellow phase three, one step
below the red alert, Laura
Velazquez, head of the Mexi-
can National Civil Protection
Coordination Agency, said
at a press conference on
Sunday.

The yellow phase three
alert signals “intermediate
to high” volcanic activity
such as persistent plumes of
smoke, gas and light ashfall,
along with explosions of in-
creasing intensity with the
launch of incandescent
rocks.

Popocatepetl, located
about 70 km southeast of
Mexico City, has registered
more frequent exhalations
and even moderate explo-
sions accompanied by the
expulsion of ash and incan-
descent rocks. Ashfall from
exhalations and explosions
forced the closure of Mexico
City’s two main airports for
several hours on on May 20.

Militants blow up 2 girls’
schools in Pak’s N.Waziristan

schools were located in
Musakki and Hassu Khel vil-
lages of Mir Ali sub-division.

He said that cases
against the terrorist acts
were being registered un-
der the Anti-Terrorism Act.

This was the latest inci-
dent of violence against
educational institutions in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The incident comes after
eight including five teachers
had been killed in separate
shootings in Upper Kurram
Tehsil, earlier this month.

Local police said that in
the first incident in
Parachinar, which falls in
Upper Kurram and is the
capital of Kurram district, a
teacher was killed whilst in
a moving vehicle.

Separately, unidentified
gunmen shot seven people,
including four teachers, in
the staffroom of Govern-
ment High School Tari
Mangal.  All the educators
were at the building for per-
forming their exam duties,
The News reported. The dis-
trict administration said the
three others killed were
drivers who brought con-
struction materials to the
school. • School shootings
are rare in Pakistan.

Islamabad, May 22
(IANS) In another extremist
act, terrorists blew up two
girls’ schools in North
Waziristan district located in
Pakistan’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province.

Deputy Commissioner
Rehan Gul Khattak con-
firmed an explosion at the
Government Girls Middle
School Hafizabad, in Hassu
Khel, and said that the build-

ing of the school was dam-
aged but no loss of lives oc-
curred, The News reported.

Meanwhile, District Po-
lice Officer Saleem Riaz said
there were reports of two
girls’ schools to have been
targeted and destroyed by
explosives on Sunday night.

However, no casualties
had been reported, he
added. The official con-
firmed that the affected

Indian-origin woman jailed for
delivering cash, drugs in UK
London, May 22 (IANS) A 41-year-old Indian-origin

woman from London has been sentenced to more than
four years in prison for acting as a money and drug courier
for a Buckinghamshire-based organised crime group.

Mandeep Kaur of Pocklington Close, London, was ar-
rested in June 2020 with 50,000 pounds in cash, following
an investigation by the South East Regional Organised
Crime Unit (SEROCU).

She was found guilty last week by a majority jury of
conspiracy to supply class A drugs and a unanimous jury
of conspiracy to possess criminal property at Aylesbury
Crown Court, following a two-week trial.

The court heard that Kaur, who is said to have deliv-
ered a kilo of cocaine three days before her arrest, had un-
dertaken a number of journeys for a criminal group who
were responsible for supplying cocaine across the coun-
try.
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Pepper Advantage acquires Indian AI-driven

credit management platform Rieom.ai
per Advantage said, "The
acquisition of Rieom.ai rap-
idly expands Pepper
Advantage’s addressable
market in India and repre-
sents an AI-driven credit
management model we will
soon be bringing to addi-
tional high-growth coun-
tries.

Mukund Kulkarni, CEO
of Pepper Advantage India
said, “India’s macro-eco-
nomic growth is being pro-
pelled by astonishing de-
mographics. India became
the world’s most populous
country last month, with
the population expected to
peak at 1.7 billion in the
coming years, which would
be almost 50% greater than
that of China.  We expect
the credit and financial ser-
vices markets to expand in
line with these demo-
graphic trends, with sys-
tems growth for loans cur-
rently tracking at 20% year-
on-year, and retail and
MSME disbursement ex-
pected to grow at 19% an-
nually for a decade.

Mumbai, Pepper Advan-
tage, a global credit intelli-
gence company, has ac-
quired Rieom.ai, a specialist
AI-driven credit manage-
ment software platform
based in Pune, India.
Rieom.ai’s flagship product
is an AI/ML-driven predic-
tive pre-payout credit ap-
proval tool that uses socio-
demographic and profile-
based analysis to assess loan
application documents to
identify fraud risks and
other suspicious behaviour
prior to credit approval.

The tool is a continu-
ously learning platform that
can support the credit risk
assessment of over 60 differ-
ent document types, from ID
verification to bank state-
ments and utility bills.  Algo-
rithm driven, it can be inte-
grated directly into the loan
originator’s credit manage-
ment systems via API, pro-
viding a scalable, holistic,
contextual and relationship-
driven platform to evaluate
loan application and portfo-
lio risk analysis.  The product

also includes automated
transaction monitoring and
is vastly superior to the
manual and individualised
internal processes that com-
monly slow credit applica-
tions across India’s financial
services sector.

Benefitting from mod-
ern technological architec-
ture and a first-mover ad-
vantage, Rieom.ai has
screened close to 700,000
applications and has pro-
cessed over 2.3m docu-
ments.

The company expects to
continue its rapid growth as
it currently has the capabil-
ity to service a near limitless
volume and range of docu-
ment types.  As a result, Pep-
per Advantage intends to
expand its applicable mar-
ket in India to include
fintechs, microfinance com-
panies, small finance busi-
nesses, co-operative banks,
insurance and government
institutions.

Commenting on the ac-
quisition, Fraser Gemmell,
Chief Executive Officer, Pep-

Welcome back to the Soul of Sport. In this episode of the series, KEVIN QUIGLEY was at the Etihad Sta-
dium to take in Manchester City's fourth Premier League title in five years. Pep Guardiola's side eased past
Chelsea 1-0 thanks to a confident goal from Argentine forward Julian Alvarez. City had mathematically
wrapped up the title on Saturday as chasing Arsenal in second place dropped more points against
Nottingham Forest at the City Ground.

Suarez fires Gremio to victory
over Internacional

Porto Alegre, May 22 (IANS) Luis Suarez struck
one of the early contenders for goal of the season
as Gremio cruised to a 3-1 home win over rivals
Internacional in Brazil’s Serie A championship.

The former Barcelona and Liverpool striker
opened the scoring in the seventh minute at Arena
do Gremio when he ran around a defender before
lashing an unstoppable 30-yard drive into the top
right corner, reports Xinhua.

Mathias Villasanti and Joao Bitello added goals
on either side of halftime before Johnny Cardoso
reduced the deficit by heading home from a cross
three minutes from time.

Gremio were forced to play the final 40 minutes
with 10 men after Walter Kannemann was shown a
second yellow card for a bad challenge.

The result leaves Gremio 10th in the 20-team
standings with 11 points from seven outings, four
points ahead of 14th-placed Internacional.

In Sunday’s only other Brazilian Serie A fixture,
Leo Pereira scored in the 94th minute as Flamengo
clinched a 1-0 home win over Corinthians.

Bangladeshi men’s football
team to participate in Hangzhou
Asian Games

Dhaka, May 22 (IANS) The Bangladesh Olympic
Association (BOA) announced that the nation’s
men’s football squad will join the Hangzhou Asian
Games. “BOA has informed us that our men’s and
women’s teams are slated to compete in Hangzhou,
China,” said Kazi Nabil Ahmed, vice president of the
Bangladesh Football Federation (BFF) and chairman
of the National Football Team Committee, during a
press briefing after a meeting here on Sunday.

Previously, due to their subpar performance, the
BOA had excluded the men’s football team from the
delegation.

The Hangzhou Asian Games are scheduled from
September 23 to October 8, 2023.

Bangladesh made history during the last edition
of the games in Jakarta, Indonesia, by qualifying for
the knockout stage for the first time.

IPL 2023: ‘Cameron Green and
Shubman Gill batted well for
Mumbai Indians’

New Delhi, May 22 (IANS) Sensational Shubman
Gill hit a magnificent century to power Gujarat Ti-
tans to a thrilling win and knock Royal Challengers
out of the tournament at M Chinnaswamy Stadium.
Gill sizzled with an unbeaten 104 off 52 balls, also
his second straight IPL century, laced with hitting
five fours and eight sixes at a strike-rate of 200 to
power GT to a thrilling win 6-wicket win over RCB
in a high scoring thriller in their last league match
on Sunday. RCB’s loss meant that Mumbai Indians
claimed the final spot in the play-offs having beaten
SunRisers Hyderabad earlier in the day. After the
match, batting legend Sachin Tendulkar came up
with a cheeky post after the five-time champions
MI entered the play-offs. “Cameron Green and
Shubman Gill batted well for Mumbai Indians.
Amazing innings by Virat Kohli too to score back-
to-back 100s. They all had their methods and were
in a class of their own. So happy to see MI in the
playoffs. Go Mumbai,” Sachin tweeted.

Indian men’s hockey team leaves for
FIH Hockey Pro League 2022/23
matches in Europe

Bengaluru, May 22 (IANS) The Indian Men’s Hockey Team
on Monday left for London, United Kingdom for their away
FIH Hockey Pro League 2022/23 matches in Europe start-
ing from May 26.

The Indian team will start the first leg in London, where
they will face reigning Olympic Champions Belgium (May
26 and June 2) and hosts Great Britain (May 27 and June 3).
They will then travel to Eindhoven for their last set of
matches against the hosts Netherlands (June 7 and 10) and
Argentina (June 8 and 11).

“We have very crucial matches coming up as we get to
the business end of the FIH Pro League season. We are in a
strong position in the table so far and we will look to get as
many points as possible in the remaining matches. We are
excited about this tour as it also gives us a great opportu-
nity to play against quality teams. These matches will be
really important for us as we prepare for the all-important
Asian Games scheduled later this year,” Captain
Harmanpreet Singh said prior to the team’s departure from
Bengaluru. In their recent matches at home, India remained
unbeaten against reigning World Champions Germany and
Australia which helped them top the pool table. This will
be India’s first outing under newly-appointed Chief Coach
Craig Fulton. Speaking about the team’s preparedness,
Harmanpreet said, “We have had good intensive training
sessions at the National Coaching Camp in SAI Centre,
Bengaluru. The preparations have been really good, and our
previous matches in Rourkela were a big confidence
booster for us, so we will look to replicate the performance
in the upcoming matches.”

IPL 2023: It’s all about getting a start and
converting it into a big one, says Shubman Gill

Bengaluru, May 22
(IANS) After his second
straight century in IPL
2023 helped Gujarat Ti-
tans chase down 198
against Royal Challeng-
ers Bangalore, in-form
opener Shubman Gill
said his focus has always
been about getting a
start and converting it
into a big knock.

Gill sizzled at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium
with an unbeaten 104 off
52 balls, laced with hit-
ting five fours and eight
sixes at a strike-rate of
200 to break countless
Bangalore-supporting
hearts in the stadium
and steal the thunder
from Virat Kohli’s hun-
dred to chase down the
total with five balls to
spare and send the
hosts’ out of the compe-
tition.

“In the first half of
the IPL, I was missing out
on those big ones. I was
getting a lot of 40s and

50s. It’s all about getting a
start and converting it into
a big one. Thankfully it’s
working out for me in the
business end.”

“You need to keep play-
ing shots in T20 cricket. You
have to keep applying
yourself, that’s important.
The new ball was holding
on a bit. The ball was get-
ting wet with the dew,” said
Gill after the match ended.

Gill also shared a crucial
123-run partnership off 71
balls for the second wicket
with Vijay Shankar, who
scored a quick 53, and re-
vealed that he told the all-
rounder to focus on getting
his timing right.

“I thought Vijay Shankar
was trying to go too hard. I
told him to hold his shape
and just try to time it. Once
he found the momentum,
he hit it a long way. I know
my game... for any player it’s
important to know who
you are. I think we have a
great bowling attack for
that (Chennai) wicket (for

qualifier 1).”
Skipper Hardik

Pandya heaped praise
on Gill for leading
Gujarat to another re-
sounding victory in the
competition. “He knows
when he plays those
cricketing shots and
bats like a batter, it’s a
different Shubman Gill.”

“The kind of options
he picked and the kind
of places where he was
hitting, as a bowler he
doesn’t give any chance.
That makes him very
special and the other
batter gets confidence
from him as well.”

Pandya also ac-
knowledged Kohli’s un-
beaten 101 and added
that he was pleased with
ending the league stage
on a high. “We wanted
the momentum going,
and wanted to finish on
a high. We would have
taken 197 at the start.
We should have bowled
good balls.”

Missed a few runs from the middle order consistently
throughout the season, admits du Plessis

Bengaluru, May 22
(IANS) After crashing out of
IPL 2023 through a six-
wicket loss to Gujarat Titans
despite making 197/5,
thanks to Virat Kohli’s un-
beaten 101, Royal Challeng-
ers Bangalore skipper Faf du
Plessis was quick in admit-
ting that the side consis-
tently missed couple of runs
from the middle-order
throughout their run in the
tournament.

In the tournament, du
Plessis, Kohli and Glenn
Maxwell were highly touted
as the big three for scoring
a bulk of runs for the fran-
chise and leading them to
victories. With no Rajat
Patidar in the batting line-
up due to a heel injury
which needed surgical in-
tervention in England, the
likes of Dinesh Karthik,
Mahipal Lomror, Anuj Rawat
and Shahbaz Ahmed failed
to get big runs consistently
and were unable to provide
the required support to top
three batters.

“From a batting per-
spective, the top four con-
tributed really well. Maxi

(Maxwell) was unbelievable.
And then Virat and myself.
But we were a little bit light
on the middle order, to be
honest. We missed a few
runs from the middle order
consistently throughout the
season, especially in the
back end of the innings,
through a bit of power-hit-
ting,” said du Plessis after
the match ended.

Karthik’s failure to get
finishing kicks for the team
in IPL 2023 hurt Bangalore
a lot. In IPL 2022, Karthik hit
330 runs at a strike rate of
183.33 in 16 matched and
helped the side get desired
finishing touch. But he
couldn’t replicate the same
form in IPL 2023, scoring
only 140 runs from 13

matches.
“Obviously, last year DK

had an incredible season,
probably one of the purple
patches of his life and was
finishing games left, right
and centre. This season, it
wasn’t to be and that’s the
game of cricket. I thought
there was a lot on his shoul-
ders.”

“I did feel that there
could be someone with him
to shoulder that responsibil-
ity. And if you see the teams
that succeed, they have
some good hitters at prob-
ably five, six and seven,”
added du Plessis.

Du Plessis signed off by
saying the team was gutted
to be on the losing side as
Shubman Gill slammed an
unbeaten 104. “Obviously
very disappointing. We
played against a really
strong team; excellent in-
nings by Shubman Gill.
There was a lot of grip in the
second innings. I thought
195-200 was a good score.
We needed that wicket of
Shubman and he played in-
credibly well to take the
game away from us.”

Gurugram, India, 18th
May, 2023: India’s leading
integrated supply chain and
logistics solutions  provider,
Transport Corporation of In-
dia Ltd., announced its fi-
nancial results today for the
4th Quarter and year ending
31st March, 2023.

Standalone
Performance Highlights:

FY2023 vs. FY2022
* Revenue from opera-

tions of Rs. 3492 Crores,
growth of 18.96% y-o-y

* EBITDA of Rs. 468
Crores compared to Rs. 422
Crores in FY2022

* PAT of Rs. 304 Crores
compared to Rs. 267 Crores
in FY2022 and grew by
13.49%  Consolidated

Performance Highlights:
FY2023 vs. FY2022

* Revenue from opera-
tions of Rs. 3812 Crores,
growth of 16.36% y-o-y

* EBITDA of Rs. 495
Crores compared to Rs. 456
Crores in FY2022

* PAT of Rs. 321 Crores
compared to Rs. 293 Crores

Transport Corporation of India . announces
Results for the FY ending 31st March, 2023

Standalone revenue Growth: 18.96%, Net Profit : 13.49%
in FY2022 and grew by
9.48%,

Commenting on the re-
sults, Mr. Vineet Agarwal,
Managing Director TCI
Group said, in Q4 & FY’23, we
have forged ahead with de-
cent momentum across all
service segments. The
uptrend in the mobility  sec-
tor, continued government
and private capex and
steady consumption trends
have helped all our  busi-
nesses.   Team TCI continues
to achieve value for our cus-
tomers through a solutions-
based approach in India
and the neighbouring coun-
tries. Our rail and coastal

multimodal services wit-
nessed growing demand
with GHG emissions savings
as a clear goal. The imple-
mentation of control towers,
ULIP integration  and vari-
ous other digital transfor-
mation initiatives have en-
hanced our service offer-
ings.

Our commitment to
sustainability has been fur-
ther cemented with the re-
cent launch of TCI-IIMB  Sup-
ply Chain Sustainability Lab
in collaboration with IIM
Bangalore. The lab aims to
assist the  corporates & the
logistics industry in their
net-zero journey.

app experience will offer an
expanded selection of gro-
cery products including
fruits, vegetables, chilled
products, beauty, baby, per-
sonal care, and pet products
among other daily grocery
needs. Customers in these
cities will be able to enjoy
value offers on all grocery
needs through attractive
weekend sale, Super Value
Days from 1st to 7th every
month and convenience of
delivery at a preferred time
slot.  Srikant Sree Ram, Head,
Amazon Fresh said, “Amazon
Fresh is a one stop online
destination that offers cus-
tomers vast selection, un-
matched value, and conve-
nience. We are committed to
serve our customers and are
driven by our commitment
to be an ‘everything’ and ‘ev-
eryday’ store. With
thisexpansion, customers
across India will be able
topurchase high-quality
fresh fruits and vegetables
delivered to them at their
doorstep.We have seen
good demand for seasonal
products like mangoes and
summer essentials this sea-
son and will continue to re-
main laser focussed in pro-
viding our growing cus-
tomer base across the coun-
try the best online shopping
experience.”

Amazon Fresh expands
to over 60+ cities in India
Mumbai, Amazon India

today announced the ex-
pansion of Amazon Fresh, its
full basket grocery service to
over 60 cities across India.
The Amazon Fresh app-in-

Vasa Denticit’s SME IPO
opens on 23rd May 2023

The BRLM to the IPO is Hem Securities
Mumbai, Vasa Denticity Ltd a company based out

of New Delhi, is launching its Initial Public Offering (IPO)
on 23rd May 2023 with an issue size of Rs 54.07 Cr. The
company is an ecommerce player for Dental products.
The product portfolio includes mconsumables, instru-
ments, equipment, and accessories for diagnosing,
treating and preventing dental conditions as well as
improving the aesthetics of the human smile through
it’s own online portal “Dentalkart.com”.

The issue is for 42,24,000 equity shares having face
value of Rs. 10 each. The Issue comes with a price band
of Rs 121 to Rs. 128 per share at a face value of Rs 10
per share, and the issue closes on 25th May 2023. The
IPO allotment status will be made public on May 31,
2023 and the Company is expected to get listed on
NSE EMERGE on June 2, 2023. Vasa Denticity Ltd. Is rais-
ing Rs. 54.07 cr. through IPO for meeting their working
capital requirements, to enhance visibility and aware-
ness of their brand, to meet general expenses and IPO
expenses.

The IPO comes with a bid lot of 1000 of shares and
multiple of 1000 shares.  The portion of the issue be-
ing not less than 35 per cent has been reserved for the
retail investors. The company has fixed QIB quota at
50 per cent and NII quota at 15 per cent.

The CAGR Revenue growth of the Company for  last
3 years is 56%, while FY22 PAT Margin was 7%, 9M ROCE
is 53.52%. The majority of revenue comes from e-com-
merce platform i.e. Dentalkart.com, out of which 46%
revenue is from their own Brand. Company has ~13,000
sq. ft centralised distribution Hub, catering to the re-
quirements of product for PAN India.

Mumbai, NxtWave, a lead-
ing upskilling platform for
software careers, announced
that more than 1300 compa-
nies have hired its learners
over the period of last two
years, further solidifying its
position as a go-to destina-
tion for employers seeking
top tech talent. The students
have been hired across mul-
tiple job roles ranging from
Software Developer, Full
Stack Developer to Data En-
gineer and Data Analyst.

Through its unique CCBP
4.0 programs, NxtWave
upskills youngsters with in-
demand tech skills and is nur-
turing a workforce to cater to
India’s digital leap. By con-
necting job-ready candidates
to companies, NxtWave is
easing the crunch in supply-
ing trained talent to the
country’s IT Industry.

Speaking about the mile-
stone, Rahul Attuluri, CEO of
NxtWave, said, “India’s IT in-

More than 1300 Companies
Hire NxtWave Graduates

dustry is set to grow 3 times
in this decade. Our focus has
been on getting the youth
ready for this massive oppor-
tunity through industry-
aligned training. Many com-
panies have recognized the
value our learners bring to the
table. This milestone high-
lights that we’re in the right
direction in addressing the
skill gap present in the tech
industry.”

Shilpa Chowdry, HR Di-
rector of People Link Unified
Communications, shared
their experience of hiring
NxtWave students, saying,
"NxtWave graduates come
with a strong foundation in
technical skills. We have
hired so many students
from NxtWave who are do-
ing exceptionally well. The
learning curve is very short
for them. Within a few days,
they become part of
projects running in the
organisation."

Ahmedabad: Marengo
CIMS Hospital, Ahmedabad
is launching a ‘Stroke Unit’ as
a vital component in saving
lives that are struck by stroke
most unexpectedly. ‘Every
minute counts, every life
matters’ and to reinforce this,
the stroke unit at the hospi-
tal will serve patients suffer-
ing from brain stroke to
maximize the chances to
save lives. This unit is led by a
team of Neuro Physicians, Dr.
Mukesh Sharma, Dr. Keval
Changadia, Dr. Dhrumil Shah
and a team of
Neurosurgeons Dr. Parimal
Tripathi, Dr. Y C Shah, Dr.
Deven Zaveri, Dr. T K B
Ganapathy, Dr. Sandip Shah,
Dr. Jayun Shah.

A stroke, or brain attack,
is a condition when blood
stops flowing into the brain,
resulting in parts of the
bodily functions being im-
pacted leading to disabilities

Marengo CIMS Hospital, Ahmedabad launches the Stroke Unit to address
 the urgency of medical help within the ‘Golden Hour’ to save more lives

or even death. Every second
after the brain stroke is very
crucial and needs appropri-
ate treatment within the
‘Golden hour’.  Stroke results
in the brain tissue and mil-
lions of neurons start fading
away. The brain needs a con-
stant flow of blood and
when this flow is interrupted,
within a short span of time
cells in the brain begin to die
without blood or oxygen.
This impacts bodily func-
tions, and the patient may
suffer partial or whole paraly-
sis with an impact on move-
ment of the body, speech,
eating, memory, or even in-
ternal control of the body
such as the bladder and
many more.  The launch of
the stroke unit strives to in-
crease awareness of stroke
signs and the benefits of
timely access to emergency
medical care. The unit is
equipped with advanced

tools, machinery, and infra-
structure. This includes

Gujarat’s First Digitised
OTs and ICUs, Gujarat’s First
Carl Zeiss Pentero 900 Micro-
scope (High–end path-
breaking innovation for en-
hanced visualization during
surgery), Only Private Hospi-
tal in Gujarat with 2 Ad-
vanced CT Scans – 128 Slice
and 16 Slice Advanced MRI
Signa Explorer with Ad-
vanced Neuroimaging Silent
Scan.

3 Cath labs for Neuro-in-
tervention, Advanced 32-
channel Digital EEG machine,
2-Channel EMG-NCV ma-
chine (with portability), Dedi-
cated Stroke Ambulances.

Dr. Mukesh Sharma,
Head - Stroke Program says,
“Stroke units are established
to reduce the results of brain
stroke such as disabilities
and save lives through the
provision of specialist

multidisciplinary care for di-
agnosis, emergency treat-
ments, normalization of ho-
meostasis, prevention of
complications, rehabilitation,
and secondary prevention.
Stroke unit care is the best
option for acute stroke with
a proven reduction of death
dependency.

Dr Keyur Parikh, Chair-
man, Marengo CIMS Hospital
says, “As a healthcare pro-
vider, Marengo CIMS Hospi-
tal has taken giant steps in
emerging as a leader in the
industry with initiatives
across various specialties.
Our contribution to the
world of Neurosciences
stands at par with global
standards.  Similar to the
angioplasty procedure dur-
ing heart attack  emerging as
a gold standard of cardiac
care in the world, and in In-
dia, Marengo CIMS Hospital
has developed one of the

fastest and best neuro-inter-
vention programs for Stroke
in western India and
Ahmedabad with an in-
house  super specialty for
immediate angioplasty and
various other interventions
in stroke patients where re-
quired.,

Gaurav Rekhi, Regional
Director, Gujarat & Rajasthan
says, “Stroke affects nearly 15
lakh stroke cases detected in
India annually, of which
Gujarat has a major share.
Research shows a shocking
number of 600 cases of
stroke recorded every day in
Gujarat, with almost 20% in
people aged below 45 years.
The Stroke unit is one of our
newer initiatives in taking yet
another step towards saving
more lives, creating en-
hanced awareness, and mak-
ing timely medical treat-
ments increasingly acces-
sible.
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Manufacturer & Exporter
of Speciality  Chemicals

CMC-Sodium Carboxymethyl Cellulose
For Textiles, Detergents, Paints, Pesti-

cide, Ceramic, Oil well drilling,  Welding
Electrodes etc.

CMS-Carboxy Methyl Starch
For Textiles, Briquettes,

Cellulose Powder For welding rods
Address : Plot No 5623/c, Phase II,

GIDC Industrial Area, Vatva,
Ahmedabad-382445. Gujarat India.

CONTACT +91 98799 97220,
 E-MAIL : info@patelindustries.co.in

Mumbai, Five thousand
first-year undergraduate
students from 27 states and
four Union Territories will be
awarded the Reliance Foun-
dation Undergraduate
Scholarships for 2022-23.
Selected scholars will re-
ceive a grant of up to Rs. 2
lakh and an opportunity to
be part of an enabling
alumni network.

“By enabling access to
education, the Reliance
Foundation Scholarships
hope to give wings to
dreams of young people.
This is a diverse group of
scholars as they are from
varying disciplines of study,
from nearly all the states of
India and with girls and boys
being equally represented.
We congratulate every se-
lected scholar and we are

5,000 UG students selected for Reliance
Foundation Scholarships 2022-23

confident that they will
build a strong future for
themselves while contribut-
ing to India’s progress,” said
Mr. Jagannatha Kumar, CEO,
Reliance Foundation.

The Reliance Founda-
tion Undergraduate Schol-
arships are awarded on
merit-cum-means basis to
students in any stream of
study. For this year, selected
scholars are from streams
including Engineering/
Technology, Science, Medi-
cine, Commerce, Arts, Busi-
ness/Management, Com-
puter Applications, Law,
Education, Hospitality, Ar-
chitecture and other profes-
sional degrees.

The 5,000 scholars for
2022-23 cycle, of which 51%
are girls, were selected from
nearly 40,000 applicants

studying at over 4,984 edu-
cational institutions
through a rigorous selection
process, which involved an
aptitude test, Class 12 marks
and other eligibility criteria.
Further reflecting the diver-
sity inherent to the
programme, this round saw
selection of 99 students
with disabilities for award of
scholarships.

Strengthening its com-
mitment last December, Re-
liance Foundation had an-
nounced it will award
50,000 scholarships over the
next 10 years.

The award of this round
of scholarships takes for-
ward Reliance’s legacy of fa-
cilitating access to educa-
tion for all and nurturing tal-
ented students towards
building India’s future. Since

1996, the Dhirubhai Ambani
Scholarships have been
awarded to nearly 13,000
undergraduate scholars on
merit-cum-means basis, of
which 2,720 scholars were
people with disabilities.

Selected scholars will di-
rectly receive communica-
tion about their selection
and further details. Appli-
cants can also visit
www.reliancefoundation.org
to know the outcome of
their applications.

The announcement of
the selected Reliance Foun-
dation Postgraduate Schol-
ars for 2022-23 is expected
in July. The applications call
for the next round of Reli-
ance Foundation Under-
graduate Scholarships
(2023-24) will be made in
the coming months.

F5 opens its 2nd engineering centre
in India, to generate 250 jobs

Bengaluru, May 22
(IANS) F5, a global leader in
multi-cloud application se-
curity and delivery, on Mon-
day opened its new engi-
neering centre here that will
help drive research, devel-
opment and product inno-
vation. The 50,000 square
feet development centre
with a seating capacity for
250 employees will help the
company expand its portfo-
lio of multi-cloud applica-
tion security and delivery
solutions. “India has a thriv-
ing technology ecosystem

and benefits from strong
public sector-led innovation
through programmes such
as Digital India,” said Francois
Locoh-Donou, President and

CEO, F5. “The opening of our
engineering centre in
Bengaluru will enable F5 to
fully tap into local talent to
help deliver innovative
multi-cloud application solu-
tions to our global customer
base,” he added. The centre
will create opportunities for
talented engineers focusing
on cutting edge technolo-
gies and meeting evolving
customer needs.

US on brink of disaster as time
runs out to avert debt default

Washington, May 22 (IANS) The US is heading close to
the brink of a self-imposed economic disaster with the Re-
publican-led House refusing to pay the countrys debts
unless President Joe Biden agrees on cuts to current and
future spending and new curbs on social programs. Unless
a compromise to raise the government’s borrowing author-
ity is reached within days, the US could lose its reputation
as the stable anchor of the global economy, CNN reported.
Millions of people could see retirement and veterans ben-
efits put on hold once the government exhausted its abil-
ity to pay its debts due to the borrowing cap set by con-
gress. A US default would reverberate through the finan-
cial market, likely triggering a recession that would cause
serious job losses and shatter an already fragile sense of
economic security for many families. After a weekend of
acrimony between negotiators for House Republicans and
the White House, Biden will meet House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy on Monday for critical talks on pulling the
economy back from the precipice.  The President just re-
turned to the US from Japan, where he was put in the stun-
ning position of being unable to reassure fellow world lead-
ers that Washington will not tip the global economy into
chaos, CNN reported. Pressure on the meeting is immense,
since Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen has warned that the
government will be unable to meet its obligations unless
Congress raises the debt ceiling by June 1.

Most Rs 2K notes will come back
from circulation by Sep 30: RBI

Chennai, May 22 (IANS) The Reserve Bank of In-
dia expects most of the outstanding Rs 2,000 de-
nomination banknotes to come back to the banks
by September 30, the last date for deposit/exchange
of such notes, Shaktikanta Das, the RBI Governor said.

While speaking to reporters here on Monday, he
said that most of the Rs 2,000 note will be back to
the banks by September 30, 2023 and also urged the
people not to rush to the banks to deposit/exchange.

According to RBI, there are about 181 crore of Rs
2,000 denomination currency notes out in circula-
tion. On May 19 the RBI said it will withdraw all the
Rs 2,000 banknotes as a part of its clean note policy
and added that it will continue to be a legal tender.

According to the RBI, people may deposit Rs
2,000 banknotes into their bank accounts and/or
exchange them into banknotes of other denomina-
tions at any bank branch from May 23 onwards till
September 30.

Stating that the purpose of coming with the Rs
2,000 notes to replenish void created by
demonetisation of Rs 500/Rs 1,000 notes has been
accomplished and now there is sufficient number of
currency notes in circulation.

TCS-led consortium bags Rs
15,000 crore 4G deployment order
from BSNL

Chennai, May 22 (IANS) The Indian government-
owned telecom major Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd
(BSNL) has awarded the order for deployment of 4G
network across the country to a Tata Consultancy
Services Ltd (TCS)-led consortium.

In a regulatory filing, the TCS said: “The consor-
tium led by Tata Consultancy Services Limited has
received an Advance Purchase Order valued over Rs
15,000 crore from BSNL, a 100 per cent government
of India owned Public Sector Undertaking, for the
deployment of a 4G network across India.”

The 4G deployment for BSNL will be another
major Indian government project for TCS as it man-
ages the Passport Seva Programme.

Garuda Aerospace & HAL
subsidiary Naini Aerospace to
make drones

Chennai, May 22 (IANS) City based Drone-as-a-
Service (DaaS) player Garuda Aerospace and Naini
Aerospace, a subsidiary of Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd
(HAL), have inked a joint development partnership.

According to Garuda Aerospace, the joint part-
nership will enable it to manufacture Advanced Pre-
cision Drones with a payload capacity of around 25
kg. Garuda Aerospace had recently partnered with
BEML at recently held Aero India for drone manu-
facturing at their Mysuru facility. Naini Aerospace has
its production facility near Prayagraj.

dia. Additionally, the overall
cost burden of using
Polyfibres products is sig-
nificantly less.

Currently, all top-level
construction companies like
Ultratech, L&t, ACC, ETC. are
on the lookout for durable
and crack-free reinforce-
ment material for all their
projects, including different
high-level constructions.

Using these innovative
and micro synthetic fibres
by Jogani Reinforcement,
the projects in question en-
sure longevity and quality
assurance in all construction
segments. The common
infrastructural problems
faced by any concrete struc-
ture are eliminated if high-
quality synthetic poly-fibre
is used ideally with RCC,
MORTAR, PQC, PCC, FRC,
PLASTER, CEMENT articles,
Precast, and various other
concrete applications.

Jogani Reinforcement launches polyfiber 3S
new generation concrete and construction fiber

Ahmadabad, Reinforce-
ment has revolutionized the
construction and infrastruc-
ture industry especially in
India. The product is emerg-
ing quickly to an advance re-
inforcement material with
high potential. The Indian
group company, under the
leadership of Maheshkumar,
has stormed the global
arena by bringing in a
plethora of diversified and
innovative products in seg-
ments like technical textiles,
engineering fibers, and rein-
forcement products.

According to
Maheshkumar, CMD of
Jogani Group Reinforce-
ment and a reinforcement
technologist, "All our prod-
ucts are created and are
based on durability and
sustainability approach. Our
next-generation and ad-
vanced technology fibres
are used for tensile rein-

forcement and crack control
in all types of mortar and
concrete in many countries
including Dubai, the USA,
Singapore, Africa. Our prod-
ucts have received interna-
tional acclaim and accep-
tance. Hence, we want to
make our presence in all cor-
ners of the world. We are
happy to announce our new
international set up soon"

Jogani reinforcement is
leading the market by set-
ting a new trend. The
ISO9001 certified company,
with ISO 14001 certification,
introduces polyfibres as per
the ASTM C 1116 of the
American Quality Standards.
From roadways to housing,
the kind of infrastructural
changes our country is un-
dergoing at present, the
launch of such innovative
and brilliant product will
definitely pace up the devel-
opmental curve of new In-
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EXTRACT OF THE STANDALONE AUDITED RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND
FIINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 ST MARCH,2023

UNICK FIX-A-FORM AND PRINTERS LTD.
CIN : L25200GJ1993PLCO19158

PH NO. +91 9978931303/04/05  E-mail: info@unickfix-a-form.com
Regd. Office: Block No.472, Tajpur Road, Changodar, Tal: Sanand, Ahmedabad-382213

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD
FOR UNICK FIX-A-FORM & PRINTERS LTD

WHOLETIME DIRECTOR
DIN: 00150717

Place : Ahmedabad
Date : 22.05.2023

(Rs. in Lacs)
YEAR

ENDED
31.3.2023

YEAR
ENDED

31.3.2022

Unaudited Audited

1 Total Income from Operations (Net) 1565.20 1671.87 1403.88 6617.11 6942.99
2  Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before

tax and Exceptional items 54.10 19.65 -30.18 298.87 339.22
3  Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before

tax and after Exceptional items 54.10 19.65 -30.18 298.87 339.22
4 Net Profit for the period after Tax 40.56 24.49 -22.63 224.14 264.17

(after Extraordinary Items)
5 Total Comprehensive Income for the period 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
6 Equity Share Capital 548.50 548.50 548.50 548.50 548.50
7 Reserves(Excluding Revaluation Reserves

as at balance sheet date 0.00 0.00 0.00 2410.63 2186.49
8 Earning per Share-Basic(after

extraordinary items)
(of Rs. 10/- each) 0.74 0.45 -0.41 4.09 4.82
Earning per Share-Diluted(after
extraordinary items) 0.74 0.45 -0.41 4.09 4.82
(of Rs. 10/- each)

PARTICULARS

Audited

QUARTER
ENDED

31.12.2022

Note:-
(1) The above result is an extract of the detailed format of financial results for the quarter

and year ended 31st March 2023  filed with the Stock Exchange under Regulation 33
of the SEBI (LODR) Regulation 2015. The full format of the Quarterly and yearly Financial
Result as on 31st March 2023 is available on company website.

(2) The above audited Financial results for the quarter and year ended 31st March 2023
were reviewed by the Audit committee at their meeting held on 22nd May 2023 and
approved by the Board of Directors at their meeting held on 22nd May,2023.

(3) The figures of the quarter ended 31st March 2023 and 31st March 2022 are the balancing
figures between audited figures in respect of the full finanical year and the published
unaudited year to date figures upto fourth quarter of the  respective financial years.Also
the figures upto the end of the third Quarter were only reviewed and not subjected to
audit.

Audited

QUARTER
ENDED

31.3.2022

Audited

QUARTER
ENDED

31.3.2023
SR.
NO

GUJARAT WATER INFRASTRUCTURE LIMITED
Dr. Jivraj Mehta Bhawan, Block No.1, First Floor
Sector 10-A, Gandhinagar, Mo. No. 9978441148

Fax No. (079) 23222396, Email: gwilcompany1@gmail.com
Short term Tender Notice No. 04/2023

Chief General Manager (P), GWIL, Gandhinagar invites online tender for
below. Tender id with below mentiond work from experienced Contractors.
Sr. Tender                             Particular Tender Earnest
No. ID No. Fee Rs. Money

Deposit Cost
Rs.

1 593841 Construction of 66 KV Feeder bay with at 2400/- 1,00,000/-
GETCO end for GWIL NC-30 Pumping
Station-Dhanki, Dist: Surenderanagar

2. 580454 Hiring of JCB for removal of illegal 1500/- 40,000/-
connection from bulk line of NC-33 &
NC-34 upto the end point of illegal
connection piepeline Dist: Surendranagar

INF/387/23-24

- Bid documents downloading start:- 19/05/2023.
- Site Visit Date: - 26/05/2023, (for id 593841 & 580454)
- Pre Bid Meeting Date :- 29/05/2023, 15.00 Hrs. GWIL. Conference hall
- Last Date & Time for online receipt of bids: 03/06/2023 upto 18.00 Hrs.
- Last Date & Time for physical submission of tender: On Next Working day after

last date of bid submission till 15.00 Hrs., i.e. Dt. 05/06/2023 upto 15.00 Hrs.
- Tender Opening:- 05/06/2023, 17.00 Hrs.
- Further information is available on site:- http://gwil.nprocure.com. All documents

like Tender Notice, Tender Documents, Amendment and any changes will be put on
web site.

Guj Info Petro Limited (GIPL)is inviting offers for
“Selection of System Integrator for Open Source
based ERP solution implementation at Junagadh
Municipal Corporation (JuMC)” from eligible
Bidders by E-tendering process. The last date for
tender downloading & submission is
09/06/2023. For more details please visit website
https://gem.gov.in Kindly visit this website regularly
for any updates in future.

INF/400/23-24

E-TENDER NOTICE

NOTICE OF OUR
INTENDED MAR-

RIAGE IN LONDON
We, Miss Zeel Shivam Vyas,

Indian citizen, DOB: 12-12-1998,
holder of Indian Passport:
P1882407, resident of
Ahmedabad, and Mr.Rishabh
Nigam, citizen of India, Date of
Birth: 23/08/1999, holder of Indian
Passport: T1687370, resident of
Mumbai, hereby notify anyone
and everyone about the intent of
our merriage in London, Great
Britain, on 1st of September,
2023. If anyone has any kind of
objection to this merriage, kindly
inform the Indian Consulate in
United Kingdom with a valid
reason of objection. This merriage
is taking place with the blessings
of parents of the bride as well of
the groom.PUBLIC NOTICE

I the undersigned Advocate, Hareshkumar M. Vithlani, under the
instruction of My Clients Javnikaben Dineshbhai Vora (proposed
owner of the Flat No. 40 "Sanidhya Flats" carried out by Karma (Paldi)
Non-Treading Corporation" herewith issue this Public Notice to the
concerned person  that,
 All the piece and parcels of an immovable Subject Property as Flat

No. 403, adm. About 125.41 sq. mtrs. Builtup area in the building known
as "Sanidhya Flats" carried out by Karma (Paldi) Non-Treading
Corporation" (reg. no. NTCG/ 6112) constructed on the land bearing
Final Plot No. 471 from which Sub-Plot No. 2 of T. P. Scheme No. 3,
situate lying and being at Mouje: Changispur of Taluka — Sabarmati in
the Registration District of Ahmedabad and Sub District of Ahmedabad-
3 (Memnagar). This property is presently owned by Vipul Bbabulal
Shah and Jigna Vipul Shah Vide Share Certificate No. 15 dated 18/06/
2013 & My Client Javnikaben Dineshbha, Vora wants to Borrow the
Loan from STATE BANK OF INDIA, Chandlodia Branch IFSC NO.
SBIN0013760 (Processed by RACPC, Ashram Road Branch) on said
property.
 The Following Document not found in this Property File.
(1) Original Share Certificate No.15 in name of Vipul Babulal

Shah and Jigna Vipul Shah dated 18/06/2013.
I have Obtained Duplicate Copy of Share Certificate from the Society

in lieu of Original Share Certificate and on the Base of Duplicate Copy
we will issue Title Clear Report for said Property.
If any person/body have/has any objection regarding this Transaction

thereon, are free to write us on the following address with supporting
documents "within 7 days" of publication of this Public Notice.
Otherwise, my clients will be deemed to have obtained Title Clear Report
issued by me without any objection.

HARESHKUMAR M. VITHLANI
(Advocate and Notary)

Mo. No. 9426229027
Add: 403, Mardia Plaza,

Nr. IOC Petrol Pump, C.G.Road,
Navrangpura, Ahmedabad-38009

Place: AHMEDABAD
Date: 22/05/2023

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 PATEL ASHOK to PATEL

ASHVINBHAI
Add. G-14, Ishawarkrupa
Tenament, Nikol Road,
 Ahmedabad-382350

865

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 CHAUDHARI MAHESH

SENDHABHAI to
CHAUDHARI

MAHESHKUMAR
SENDHABHAI

Add. At- Rangakui Tal.
Visnagar, Dist. Mehsana

866A

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 DHARABEN MILAN PATEL

to DHARABEN
MILANKUMAR PATEL

Add. Block-A2 002, Shakti
Edifice Canal Road,
 Bopal, Ahmedabad

866

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 MUNIPRIYADAS to SADHU

MUNIPRIYADAS
Add. B.A.P.S. Swaminarayan

Sanstha Shahibaug,
 Ahmedabad-380004

867

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 KALAWATI KANHAYALAL
PAGRANI to MADHUBEN
KANAIYALAL PAGRANI

Add. 11, Sudarshan Society
Part-I, Nr. Naranpura Post

Office, Naranpura
 Ahmedabad-13

868ACHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 PAGRANI SINDHI

KANYALAL ATUMAL to
PAGRANI KANAIYALAL

ATMARAM
Add. 11, Sudarshan Society
Part-I, Nr. Naranpura Post

Office, Naranpura
 Ahmedabad-13

868

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 BHARVAD PURVI

DILIPBHAI to POORVI DILIP
BHARWAD

Add. 399/2, Chanakyapuri,
Sector-2, Nr. Nandan Flats,

Ghatlodiya, Ahmedabad
869

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my old name

from
 BHAMARARAM MANSAJI

MODI to BHAVESH
MANCHHAJI MODI

Add. 449, Harisiddhnagar,
Sector-24,

 Gandhinagar-382024
A202

CHANGE OF SURNAME
I have changed my old

surname  from
 NILGER SHABBIRHUSAIN

MOHAMMED SAKIL to
KAROLIWALA

SHABBIRHUSAIN
MOHMMED SAKIL

Add. 1434/2, Bhala Pole, Nr.
Khalasivad Jamalpur,

Ahmedabad
863

CHANGE OF NAME
I have changed my minor
daughter old name  from

 PATEL KRISHNA
HITESHBHAI to  PATEL

KRISHNA HITESHKUMAR
Add. 3, Dipak Park Society,

B/h. Adhunik Park,
Bapunagar,

 Ahmedabad-380024
864

ANKLESHWAR NAGARPALIKA ANKLESHWAR
Tender Notice

Ankleshwar Nagarpalika Invite Online Tender
for the work of Renovation work of Ankleshwar
Nagarpalika Office at Ankleshwar (Estimated
tender cost Rs.112.79 Lac). Online Tender
submission from to 24/05/2023 to 02/06/2023.
Physical document should reach on or before 06/
06/2023 to Ankleshwar Nagarpalika office by
RPAD/Speed post Only. Tender download from
www.nprocure.com and
www.statetenders.com.

INF/BCH/120/23-24

sd/-
Keshavlal M.Koladiya

Chief Officer

sd/-
Sandip B.Patel

Chairman

sd/-
Vinaykumar R.Vasava

President
Ankleshwar Nagarpalika, Ankleshwar

CHANGE IN NAME
I, HETAL RAJUBHAI
Spouse of Army No.
15573213 L rank,HAV Name
RAVIYA RAJUBHAI
SURESHBHAI declares my
wrong name HETAL
RAJUBHAI corrected to
RAVIYA HETALBEN
RAJUBHAI vide Affidevite
No 1948/2023 Dt.20.05.2023
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CUET-UG: 2,65,248
candidates appear on 1st day

New Delhi, May 22
(IANS) The Common Univer-
sity Entrance Test (CUET)-
UG 2023 day 1 recorded a 76
per cent attendance with
2,65,248 candidates appear-
ing for the exam, the Univer-
sity Grants Commission
(UGC) chief, M. Jagadesh
Kumar has said.

The exam began on
Sunday. CUET-UG Phase one
is being conducted in 271
cities and more than 447
centres from May 21 to 25.
The exams are being held in
three shifts. The total num-
ber of candidates scheduled
in shift 1 was 87,879; in shift
2, 87,903 students appeared
and in the third shift which
was organised in 458 cen-
tres, 89,466 students took
the exam.

According to UGC chair-
man professor M. Jagadesh
Kumar the first day atten-
dance of CUET-UG was 76
per cent, a significant jump
from last year which was
around 62 per cent.

In two per cent of the
centres (approximately 12
out of 450), the exam started
later than scheduled but
was successfully completed.
The exam started late due to
a couple of reasons, such as
power fluctuations in some
centres and, in others, stu-
dents needing to follow

staggered entry, he added.
According to the UGC,

the students were informed
in the admit cards to enter
the centre in a staggered
manner. “But in a few cen-
tres, since they came late,
there was crowding and
subsequent delay in the
start of the exam. We re-
quest the students to come
staggered to avoid this kind
of situation. We have now
taken administrative mea-
sures to prevent such situa-
tions in the future. In many
cities, we have also taken
help from the traffic police
to minimize traffic jams

around the centres,” Kumar
added.

He said, “We have also
provided basic amenities
like water, refreshments, and
covered shelters, waiting ar-
eas for the candidates and
their parents, guardians.
Candidates and their par-
ents were also regularly in-
formed about the steps
taken and the exam start
status in the centres where
there was a delay in starting
the test.

“We will continue to take
measures to provide a bet-
ter experience to the stu-
dents sitting for CUET-UG.”

Amid tight security, spruced up Srinagar
awaits arrival of G20 delegates

Srinagar, May 22 (IANS)
Bright early summer morn-
ing and the all spruced up
Srinagar city awaited the ar-
rival of G20 delegates on
Monday on the group’s
three-day visit to Kashmir.

Roads lined up with G20
logos, smart city messages,
painted sidewalks and
freshly macadamised roads
marked the road from
Srinagar international air-
port to Sher-e-Kashmir In-
ternational Convention
(SKICC) Centre, the venue of
G20 meeting in Srinagar
city.

The roads leading to the
venue including shores,
parks and buildings have
been provided with absorb-
ing looks to welcome the
delegates. Viewpoints,
hoardings, signboards have
been put up and plantations
have been done along the
roads from Srinagar Airport
to SKICC. There is hope
among the people related
to the tourism sector from
the G20 meeting.

Marine commandos are
guarding Dal Lake on the
banks of which SKICC is lo-

cated. NSG commandos are
providing assistance to the
local police and paramilitary
forces to guard the venue.

Massive sanitisation and
area domination exercises
have been carried out in the
areas around the venues,
along the route and in vul-
nerable spots of the city.

Security forces have
been deployed in large
numbers to ensure an inci-

dent-free event. Scanners
and sniffer dogs have been
pressed into action to check
for any explosives or IEDs.

Vehicles passing
through the city are being
randomly checked to en-
sure that no subversive ele-
ments manage entry into
the city.

Schools in Srinagar have
been closed for three days
as a precautionary measure.

Largest number of G20 delegates
attending Srinagar meeting

Srinagar, May 22 (IANS) Largest number of G20 del-
egates have registered for the three-day working
group’s meeting in J&K’s Srinagar city although some
countries are not coming for logistic reasons, the Union
tourism secretary, Arvind Singh told reporters. Talking
to reporters at the SKICC venue of the G20 meeting, the
tourism secretary said, “We are happy that there will be
sizeable number of delegates, even if it necessitated
some alterations to the schedule. Singapore is sending
the largest delegation.” G20 coordinator, Harshvardan
Shringla said, “We have completed over 118 meetings
so far.” Majority of these delegates will stay at Srinagar’s
Taj Vivanta and Lalit Grand Palace. Artists from Jammu
and Kashmir will perform for the delegates before the
meeting begins. Officials said that all pertinent tourism-
related topics have been included in the meeting.

ED to grill Maha NCP chief Jayant
Patil, party stages protests
New Delhi, May 22

(IANS) Maharashtra NCP
chief and MLA Jayant
Patil is likely to join the
E n f o r c e m e n t
Directorate’s (ED) probe
in a PMLA case lodged
against the Infrastruc-
ture Leasing and Finan-
cial Services Limited
(IL&FS) pertaining to al-
leged financial irregu-
larities.

Patil is likely to arrive
at the ED’s office in
Mumbai by 11 a.m.

He was earlier asked
to join the probe on May
12, but did not appear,
after which the ED then
summoned him to join
the investigation on
May 22.

The ED had also
q u e s t i o n e d
M a h a r a s h t r a
Navnirman Sena (MNS)
President Raj Thackeray
in the matter for a loan
given to Kohinoor Con-

struction.
On May 17, the

agency had raided the
premises of IL&FS.

Serious Fraud Inves-
tigation Office (SFIO),
Mumbai, had lodged a
case against IL&FS
Group of Companies
and their key manage-
rial personnel for al-
leged financial irregu-
larities.  The Delhi
Police’s Economic Of-
fences Wing (EOW),also
lodged an FIR against
the firm.  In 2019, the ED
lodged a case of PMLA
against IL&FS on the ba-
sis of the EOW’s FIR and
SFIO’s complaint The ED
has learnt in the investi-
gation that Statutory
Audit of IL&FS was made
by Deloitte Haskins &
Sells LLP for the period
from FY 2008-09 to
2017-18 and by BSR &
Associates for the pe-
riod FY 2017-18.

Heatwave in Rajasthan, spell of
rain likely to bring relief, says
MeT dept

Jaipur, May 22 (IANS) As the maximum tempera-
ture soared above 40 degree Celsuis, Rajastahn was
experiencing heatwave in its different parts. The MeT
department, however, predicted rain in some divi-
sions from Monday to Wednesday which could bring
the temperature down, said officials on Monday.

Churu and Vanasthalui were the hottest and
sizzled at 45.6 degree celsius. Bikaner was at 45
degrees while Kota registered 44.6 degrees and
Pilani 44.4 degrees, Shri Ganganagar had 44.8
degree Celsius on Sunday. Rajasthan capital,
Jaipur also recorded 43 degrees. The Meteoro-
logical (MeT) department has predicted rainfall
in many districts of the state on Monday, con-
firmed officials. The MeT officials said that Jaipur
and Bharatpur divisions will witness rain from
Monday to Wednesday. Ajmer along with Jaipur
and Bharatpur are likely to get rainfall on Tues-
day, while on Wednesday Kota division may also
be showered along with Jaipur, Kota, and Ajmer,
said the officials.

Woman shot at by cop hours
before her marriage in Bihar’s
Munger

Patna, May 22 (IANS) A 26-year-old woman was
shot at by a Bihar Police constable in Munger hours
before her marriage was scheduled, police said.

The incident took place on Sunday night
when the victim had gone to a beauty parlour for
bridal make-up at Naya Bazar under the Kotwali
police station. The accused constable, Aman
Kumar also reached there and shot at her. The
bullet hit the left shoulder from behind and ex-
ited from the right side of the chest. The accused
himself tried to shoot himself as well but failed.
Another woman, who was working in the parlour,
tried to catch him but she failed. The accused
overpowered her and fled from the spot.

4 dead, several feared missing
as boat capsizes in UP

Ballia, May 22 (IANS) At least four people were
dead and about two dozen others feared missing af-
ter a boat carrying some 40 persons capsized in the
Tamsa River in Uttar Pradesh’s Ballia district on Mon-
day. The bodies of four women have been retrieved
so far.

According to reports, the boat it capsized appar-
ently due to overcrowding.

Sources said that the people were on their way
to a local fair when the accident took place.

Rescue operations are underway with the help
of local boatmen.

3 arrested in Delhi
for stabbing youth

New Delhi, May 22 (IANS) Three men were arrested for
stabbing a 25-year-old youth after he scolded a child for
playing cricket in Delhi’s Usmanpur area, a police official said
on Monday. The accused were identified as Rajnish (34),
Brijesh Kashyap (44) and Sonu (18). The Delhi Police official
said that the injured Puneet is undergoing treatment at a
hospital and his condition is said to be stable. According to
the police, on Sunday at around 8 p.m, Puneet reported
that his father was sitting outside the house when he was
hit by a ball. “He scolded the child playing outside. The rela-
tives of the child came out and there were heated argu-
ments between the two groups. Soon the matter escalated
into a full blown fight,” the official said.

Delhi swelters in scorching heat
as mercury soars above 43 degrees

New Delhi, May 22
(IANS) The maximum tem-
perature in the national
capital on Monday is pre-
dicted to reach a scorching
43 degrees Celsius, while the
minimum temperature is
expected to hover around
26 degrees Celsius, said the
IMD on Monday.

Delhi’s weather forecast
indicates partly cloudy skies
and the possibility of iso-
lated heatwave conditions.
Furthermore, the city can
expect strong surface winds
blowing at speeds ranging

between 25 to 35 kms per
hour all through the day.

Parts of Delhi have been
experiencing scorching
temperatures as the mer-
cury climbed above 45 de-
grees Celsius. On Sunday,
Najafgarh recorded the
highest at 46.3 degrees Cel-
sius, according to the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment.

Pitampura, Rohini,
Bawana, Ayanagar, Ridge,
and Palam were among the
other areas that experi-
enced elevated tempera-

tures, ranging from 43.8 to
45 degrees Celsius.

The Safdarjung observa-
tory recorded a peak tem-
perature of 42.9 degrees
Celsius, surpassing the sea-
sonal average by three de-
grees.

The intense heat in Delhi
had a noticeable impact on
the city, resulting in fewer
vehicles on the roads during
the afternoon. The usually
busy streets wore a de-
serted look as people
sought shelter from the
scorching weather.

Man stabbed to death after
argument in Delhi, one held

New Delhi, May 22 (IANS)
A 28-year-old man was
stabbed to death by three men
following an argument over
petty issues in Delhi’s Ashok
Vihar area, an official said on
Monday. The deceased is iden-
tified as Ashish, a resident of

Model Town-I area. He used to
work on contract basis in
Safdarjung hospital. According
to police, on Sunday around 9
p.m., an information regarding
a person with stab injury de-
clared brought dead at the hos-
pital was received at Ashok

Vihar police station following
which a police team was dis-
patched. During enquiry, it was
revealed that Ashish along with
his brother Vishal (24) were go-
ing through a park near a rail-
way track on Sunday when
three persons stopped them.

TN Police, excise dept crackdown on
illicit liquor after hooch tragedy

Chennai, May 22 (IANS) The police and excise department
of Tamil Nadu are carrying out raids in several districts in a bid
to crack down on illegal arrack sales and liquor smuggling from
other states, said officials on Monday. The Prohibition and Ex-
cise wing of Tamil Nadu is taking details of the TASMAC liquor
outlets where the sale is poor and with the support of police is
conducting raids in these areas. According to a senior official of
the excise department, a drop in the sale of liquor from TASMAC
outlets was recorded in many districts. The official said that the
reduction in business was mainly due to cheap liquor available
in these areas and this is mainly in areas where daily wage
labourers and fishermen are living. Tamil Nadu Police have also
stepped up vigil at the borders of Karnataka as in many areas
used bottles of Karnataka liquor were found in the waste bins
and on roadside. According to sources in the Tamil Nadu Prohibi-
tion and Excise wing, several flying squads have been deployed
for the crackdown against illegal liquor in the state. The crack-
down follows the death of 22 people in two separate incidents of
drinking illicit liquor in Villupuram and Chengalpattu districts.

Jailed AAP leader Satyendar Jain
taken to Safdarjung Hospital

New Delhi, May 22
(IANS) Incarcerated Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
Satyendar Jain was taken to
the Safdarjung Hospital on
Monday from Tihar Jail after
he complained of his dete-
riorating health condition,
sources said.

No other additional in-
formation was immediately
available.

Recently, Jain had con-
sulted a psychologist inside
the jail clinic who suggested
that he should around
people and have social in-
teractions after the AAP

leader mentioned that he
was depressed and feeling
lonely.

Jain was placed under
arrest on May 30, 2022, by
the ED under Section 19 of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002.

The ED had initiated a
money laundering investi-
gation on the basis of the
FIR registered by the CBI in
2017 under Sections 13(2)
read with 13(1)(e) of the PC
Act, 1988 against Jain, his
wife Poonam, and Ajit
Prasad Jain, Sunil Kumar
Jain, Vaibhav Jain, and

Ankush Jain. The CBI has al-
leged that Satyendar Jain,
while holding the office as a
Minister in the Delhi govern-
ment during February 14,
2015 to May 31, 2017, had
acquired assets dispropor-
tionate to his known
sources of income. A charge
sheet was filed by the CBI on
December 3, 2018. Earlier,
the ED had provisionally at-
tached immovable proper-
ties worth Rs 4.81 crore be-
longing to companies ben-
eficially owned and con-
trolled by Satyendar Jain on
March 31, 2022.

34 people arrested over Bengal
firecracker warehouse blast
Kolkata, May 22 (IANS)

Thirty-four people have
been arrested in connection
with an explosion at an ille-
gal firecracker warehouse in
West Bengal’s South 24
Parganas district, claiming
the lives of three people.

The arrested persons
will be presented at a lower
court in Kolkata on Monday.

Sunday night’s explo-
sion at the Maheshtala
warehouse came six days
after a blast also at an illegal
firecracker factory at Egra,
East Midnapore district on
May 16 killed 12 people.

The illegal warehouse at
Maheshtala was at the
ground floor of a private
residence and was in opera-
tion for quite some time, lo-
cals have alleged.

They also claimed that
despite being aware of the
warehouse’s existence, the
local administration had

taken no action.
Meanwhile, a political

slugfest has surfaced over
the explosion, with the
Leader of the Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari describ-
ing the current situation in
West Bengal with that in
Ukraine. “Russia began their
invasion of Ukraine on Feb-
ruary 24, 2022. I think if one
calculates & compares the
number of explosions that
have taken place on Ukrai-
nian soil until now, the num-
ber would be fewer than the
explosions that took place
in West Bengal during this
timeframe,” Adhikari said in
a tweet. Meanwhile,
Trinamool Congress’s
Santanu Sen said that while
the event of explosion was
surely unfortunate, the at-
tempts of opposition par-
ties of doing politics over
bodies was simply not ac-
ceptable.

Charge sheet filed against ex-
TN minister in corruption case

Chennai, May 22 (IANS)
Tamil Nadu Police filed a
charge sheet on Monday
against former state health
minister C. Vijayabhaskar
and his wife Ramya under
the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act, 1988. The charge
sheet was filed before the
Chief Judicial Magistrate,
Pudukottai in connection
with a case of amassing
wealth to the tune of Rs
27.22 crore. The case was
registered on October 17,
2022. Raids were conducted
at the premises of
Vijayabhaskar’s residence

and several other properties
attached to him and his
family members, relatives
and friends. The investiga-
tion by the special police
team revealed that
Vijayabhaskar had acquired
assets in the form of bank
balances, business invest-
ments in Rasi Blue Metal, Rasi
Enterprises and several other
properties, including land.
The Tamil Nadu legislative
Assembly Speaker had given
the necessary sanction to
prosecute C. Vijayabhaskar
as he is a Member of the Leg-
islative Assembly.

SRINAGAR, The third G20 Tourism Working Group meeting is began in Srinagar on Monday at Sher-e-
Kashmir International

CHENNAI, AIADMK General Secretary Edappadi Palaniswami leads a protest
against the Tamil Nadu government in connection with elicit liquor  and other
issues at Saidapet in Chennai on Monday.UNI

PORT MORESBY, Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacting with FIPIC ITEC
Alumni at Port Moresby, in Papua New Guinea on Monday.UNI

the law, and the police are
taking action to prevent
them. The instruction, which
is applicable to the city’s
three police districts, de-
notes a complete strategy for
preserving peace and safety
in the public. In her com-
plaint, Dutta claimed that
Srinivas had been persis-
tently harassing and tortur-
ing her for the last six months
by making sexist comments,
using slang words, and also
threatening her of dire con-
sequences if she keeps com-
plaining against him to the
senior party office bearers.

Srinivas appears before Assam
Police in Angkita Dutta case

Guwahati, May 22 (IANS)
Indian Youth Congress (IYC)
president Srinivas B.V. on
Monday appeared before
the Assam Police here in con-
nection with the harassment
complaint lodged by the
former Youth Congress
leader Angkita Dutta.

Upon his arrival in
Guwahati earlier in the day,
Srinivas first went to the
Dispur police station where
Dutta had lodged a com-
plaint against him on April
19.  From there, he went to
the CID branch office in
Ulubari where his interroga-

tion is underway. Last week,
the Supreme Court granted
interim anticipatory bail to
Srinivas. Ahead of the Youth
Congress president’s visit,
section 144 was imposed in
Guwahati, forbidding the
gatherings of more than five
people within the municipal
limits.

The Guwahati Police
Commissioner’s office issued
the directive in an effort to
handle the chaos caused by
crowding and probable un-
rest by the Congress workers.
Any sit-in protests or rally
gatherings are now against
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